








A. Definition
There is no consensus on the

definition of terrorism that has
been agreed upon by the
academe, political analysts and
counterterrorism experts due to
the large typologies of modern
terrorism. Even in the United
States, no single definition has
been applied across all
government agencies. However,
for this analysis, it will use two
definitions from leading
sources:

a. “Premeditated and
politically motivated
violence perpetrated against
non-combatant targets by
sub-national groups or
clandestine agents, usually
intended to influence an
audience.” -- US State Department (White, 2002, 12)

b. “Aterrorist is any person who, acting independently of
the specific recognition of a country, or as a single
person, or as part of a group not recognized as an official
part or division of a nation, acts to destroy or injure
civilians or destroy or damage a property belonging to
civilians or governments in order to effect some
political goal[s]. Terrorism is the act of destroying or
injuring civilian lives or the act of destroying or
damaging civilian or government property without the
expressly chartered permission of a specific
government, thus, by individuals or groups acting
independently or governments on their own accord and
belief, in the attempt to effect a political goal.”
United Nations (White, 12)

For a terrorist his unlawful actions are governed by the

following perspectives (Martin, 245):

a. Terrorist violence is not random—targets are
specifically selected and represent the outcome of
careful deliberation.

b. Terrorist violence is not senseless—it is usually well-
thought out and not an exercise of irrationality that it
makes perfect sense. Regardless of the ultimate scale of

violence applied or the number of civilian casualties,
these are considered to be logical and sensible
consequences of waging war.

B. Historical background

The word “terrorism” was coined by British statesman
and philosopher Edmund Burke referring to the French
Revolution, the “regime de la terreur” (reign of terror) from
June 1793 to July 1794. During that period of terror,
thousands of opponents to the radical Jacobin-dominated
government and even those on suspicion of being enemies of
the new revolutionary republic were arrested and put on trial
before a revolutionary tribunal. Those found guilty were
beheaded using the guillotine. By 1848, terrorism was used
to describe violent revolutionaries who revolted against
governments. By 1900s, it was used to describe violent
activities of labor organizations, anarchists, nationalist
groups revolting against foreign powers and ultranationalist
political organizations. After World War IT up to the 1980s,
the term was used to describe violent left-wing groups as
well as nationalistic groups. It also included violent
activities of hate movements. Internationally, terrorism was
viewed as sub-national warfare and sponsored by rogue
regimes. Currently, it can also refer to large groups who acts
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independently from a state or nation, violent religious
fanatic and violent groups who terrorize for a particular
cause such as the environment (Martin, 5-6).

C. Characteristics of terrorism

a. Clearand identifiable organizations or movements with
loose cell-based networks (Martin, 5)—because of the
need to publicize their cause, terrorist organizations
identifies themselves, i.e., admits their nefarious deeds,
while global and state intelligence agencies were able to
identify groups that may be proponents of terrorism.
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b. Usesillegal force and unconventional methods (Martin,

5)—such as small arms and explosives and they may
have the potential to acquire weapons of mass
destruction and biological weapons.

c. It is premeditated (Martin, 5)—planned in advance,
rather than an impulsive act of violence though uses
“asymmetrical” methods (unconventional, unexpected
and nearly unpredictable acts of political violence).

d. Politically vague, religious or mystical motivations
(White, 74)—this is particularly true for exponent of
religious terrorism who incorporates their religious
belief to their reasons in extending havoc to an
unsuspecting populiace.
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It is political (Martin, 5)—explicit grievances
championing specific classes or ethno-national groups.
It is aimed at civilians (Martin, 5)—relatively “surgical”
selection of targets and concentrates their attacks against
“soft” civilian and passive military targets that are
vulnerable and open to aggression.

It is carried out by sub-national actors and not by the
military component of a country (Martin, 5).

. Formsofterrorism

State terrorism—terrorism “from above” committed by
governments against perceived enemies
(Martin, 33). Countries such as those
belonging to the “Axis of Evil” as
identified by the United States are
proponents of State Terrorism.

b. Dissident terrorism—terrorism “from
below” committed by non-state
movements and groups against
governments, ethno-national groups,
religious groups and other perceived
enemies (Martin, 33). Examples of this
kind of terrorism are terror groups such as
the New People's Army (NPA) and the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)
who are fighting the government to gain
autonomy or independence and
international recognition.

c. Religious terrorism—imotivated by an
absolute belief that an otherworldly
power has sanctioned and commanded
the application of terrorist violence for the
greater glory of their faith (Martin, 33).

Examples of this kind are Hezbollah and Al Qaeda who

are both radical Muslim groups who advocate Islamic

fundamentalism alongside a basic hatred for all things
western as their leading causes.

Criminal terrorism—motivated by sheer profit; includes

traditionally organized criminal enterprises

accumulating profits from criminal activity for personal
aggrandizement (Martin, 33). These criminal-political
enterprises accumulate profits to sustain their
movement. Example of this is the Al Harakatul Al

Islamiyah or more infamously known as the Abu Sayyaf

Group.

International terrorism—terrorism that spills over into
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the world's stage. Targets are selected
because of their value as symbols of |
international interests (Martin, 33).

Causes of terrorism

Acts of political will—an act of

political will is an effort to force

change. It is a choice, a rational
decision, from the revolutionary's
perspective, to adopt specific tactics
and methods to defeat their enemy. As

a result, terrorism is simply a tool to

further their desired goal (Martin,

65-70).

S ociological

explanations—Terrorism is a product

of intergroup conflict that results in
collective violence. The sociological

approach argues that terrorism is a

group-based phenomenon that is selected as the only

availablestrategy by a weaker group (Martin, 65-70).

Psychological explanations—group dynamics and peer

pressure are also contributing factors in the prevalence

of terrorism. It uses theories of individual motivation
and group dynamics to explicate why people adopt
strategies of political violence. Pressures to conform to
the group, combined with pressures to commit acts of
violence, form a powerful psychological drive to carry
on in the name of the cause, even though victory is
logically impossible. These pressures become so
prevalent that achieving victory becomes a secondary

consideration to the unity of the group (Martin, 65-70).

. Facilitating traits—exhibits prominent
characteristics. Terrorists exhibit fear, anger,
depression, guilt, antisocial behavior, a strong ego,
a need for excitement and a feeling of being lost.
The more of these traits a person exhibits, the more
likely that person will engage in terrorism (White,
28).

ii. Frustration/Narcissism-Aggression—a person has
suffered a blow to the ego and reacts hostilely.
Frustration refers to aggression channeled toward
another person or symbol (White, 28).

iii. Associational drives—most terrorist acts are
committed by groups. Most terrorist joined a
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particular group since they perceived deriving
benefits from that group. Once inside, acts of terror
increases because the group reinforces violent
behavior(White, 28).

iv. Learning opportunities—the existence of groups
and engaging in acts of violence create an
environment for teaching terrorism to others. As
learning opportunities increase, terrorist activities
increase (White, 28).

v. Cost—Benefit calculations—the decision to engage
in terrorism depends on the benefits of terrorist
violence. If they feel that they will realize gains
from terrorist actions, terrorism will increase
(White, 28).

Motives of terrorism

a. Moral convictions of terrorists—unambiguous
certainty of the righteousness of their cause; to them,
there are no gray areas. A group of people can conclude
that they have been morally wronged and that a
powerful, immoral and evil enemy is arrayed against
them. Second, a group of people concludes that it
possesses an inherent moral superiority to its enemy.
This can be derived from ideological convictions,
ethno-national values or religious beliefs (Martin,
57-61).
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b.

Simplified definitions of good and evil—conclude that
their cause is honorable, their methods are justifiable
and their opponents are representation of implacable
evil. They arrive at this conclusion after devoting
considerable energy to political analysis (Martin,
57-61).

_ Seeking utopia—destruction of the existing order and

crave a promised good. Any system is preferable to the
existing one, and its destruction alone is a justifiable
goal. They may also seek to return to a past glory
(Martin, 57-61).

Codes of self-sacrifice—Terrorists invariably believe
that they are justified in their actions. They have faith in
the justness of their cause and live their lives
accordingly. Many terrorists consequently adopt “codes
of self-sacrifice” that are the root of their everyday lives.
They believe this code to be a superior form of living,
such that those who follow the

codes are superior to those who do

organization:

a. Few leaders are at the top -—make overall policy and
plans while providing general direction; because of the
vital demand for secrecy, these leader could not openly
communicate with its members, therefore, i1t could not
exercise day-to-day operational control (Henderson,
2003,17).

b. Active cadre—those who actually carry out the attacks
(Henderson, 17); specializes in particular activities
such as intelligence or surveillance, bomb-making or
communications (White, 35).

c. Active supporters—crucial for the sustained operations
of the terrorist campaign; largest internal group in the
organization. Provide intelligence and warning,
weapons and supplies, communications, transportation
and safe houses (Henderson, 17).

d. Passive supporters—those who agree
with the goals of the terrorist group,

not (Martin, 57-61). Examples “One Man’s terrorist help spread their ideas and provide
are Islam's Mujahideen and IS @another man’s money and other support (Henderson,

Japan's Code of Bushido. freedom fighter”

Objectives of terrorism

Change the existing order—seeks recognition of their
human rights or a degree of national autonomy; a desire
to destroy systems and institutions without regard to its
replacement order; act in behalf of a supernatural
mandate to bring about a divinely inspired new order
(Martin, 246).

Psychological destruction—major force of terrorism
comes not from its physical impact but from its
psychological impact (Martin, 246).

Social disruption—to disrupt the normal routines of
society demonstrates both the weakness of the
government and the strength of the movement (Martin,
246).

Publicize their cause—media-oriented terrorism is a
way to achieve exposure for their cause (Martin, 246).
Create a revolutionary environment (Martin,
246)—DTs understand that they cannot hope to win in
their struggle against the state without raising the
revolutionary consciousness of the people.

How terrorists groups work

A terrorist crganization follows a pyramidal

17); largest category yet difficult to
identify and characterize since they do
not readily join terrorist groups. When
terrorist groups can muster political
support, it will have a large number of passive
supporters. When its cause alienates the mainstream,

passive supportdwindles (White, 35).

A terrorist organization has the following sub-units
(White, 36). Note that a terrorist organization, though it
exists with a broad network, struggles to maintain a small
strength in their numbers to maintain secrecy and loyalty:

a. Cell—This is composed of 4 to 6 people, usually has a
specialty and the most basic type. Specialty may be a
tactical unitoran intelligence section.

b. Column—Group of cells form to create columns. This
is a semi-autonomous conglomeration of cells with a
variety of specialties and a single command structure.
This sub-unit has questionable effectiveness, too bulky
to be used in major operations and due to secrecy, is
prevented from inter-column cooperation. Its primary
function is to provide combat support since elements in
a column can be arranged to support the tactical
operations of cells.

Due to the complex nature of the terrorist environment,
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a terrorist organization invariably suffers from
organizational problems.
constantly faced are the following (White, 37):

a.

Among the dilemma they

Need for secrecy—This is considered as their greatest
strength as well as weakness. It prevents effective
communication since even its members do not know
whatthey are doing or know each other's identities.
Decentralized organization—Because of the demand
for secrecy and to curb being infiltrated, each cell or
column is allowed a relative degree of autonomy. The
larger the terrorist group, the greater is its degree of
decentralization.

Maintenance of internal discipline—Factionalism and
excessive autonomy are key discipline problems. These
problems can be controlled through fear of retribution.
Gaining immediate tactical support for
operations—The most important element of a terrorist

campaign is the amount and structure of active
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supporters. Leaders must exert efforts to develop and
maintain active support through creating networks..
Training—They lack practical skills to implement their
objectives because they could not openly train their
elements.

Force multipliers in terrorism
Force multipliers are used to increased striking power

without increasing the strength of the unit. Terrorists

routinely use force multipliers since it adds to their aura,

they want to give the illusion that they can fight on another

level. Force multipliers allow small groups or individuals to

operate as if they were a larger group (White, 17). Among
them are the following:

a.

J.

Technology—The use of technological weapons or
attacks on technological targets gives the illusion of a
high level of activity.

Transnational support—Any group with the ability to
cross national borders can operate on a higher level.
Media—By sensationalizing a terrorist event, coverage
can enhance the aura of the event.

Religion—Religious terrorists are not constrained by
social norms because they feel they answer to a higher
power.

International terrorism
As stated earlier, international terrorism is a terrorism

that spills over into the world's stage. Targets are selected

based on their value as symbols of international interests.
The following are the underlying factors why international

terrorism was selected as a strategy by extremists:

a.

Ideological reasons—modern “isms” and International

Revolutionary Solidarity. Insurgents have established a

common cause among themselves against what they

perceived to be the domination of imperial powers and

their local allies (Martin, 224).

i. Imperialism—during wars for national ]1berat10n
foreign interests and civilians were attacked
because they were labeled as representatives of
imperial powers.

ii. Neocolonialism—exploitation by western
interests, wusually symbolized by multinational
corporations.

iii. Zionism—an intellectual movement that sought to
establish the proper means, conditions and timing to
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resettle Jews in Palestine.

b. Practical reasons—perceived by extremists as a “highly
efficient” instrument for achieving the aims of the
terroristmovements (Martin, 224).

c. Tactical reasons—adaptation of the revolutionary
theory (i.e., the reasonableness of using revolutionary
violence) to international relations (Martin, 224).

d. Historical reasons—perceptions of international
terrorism. The West views its practice as unacceptable
while developing countries often view the use of
irregular tactics as an acceptable way of waging their
wars (Martin, 224).

K. International response
Due to the destruction of property and cost of lives

cause by terrorism, the international community has come

up with the following measures to curb its spread (Martin,

345):

a. Counterterrorism—-proactive policies that seek to
eliminate terrorist environments and groups. Its
objective is to save lives by proactively preventing or
decreasing the number of terrorist attacks.

b. Antiterrorism—target hardening, enhanced security
and other defensive measures seeking to deter or
prevent terrorist attacks.

I11. Peacekeeping

A. Definition

Peacekeeping, as defined by the United Nations (UN),
is “a way to help countries torn by conflict create conditions
for sustainable peace” (Peacekeeping, Wikipedia, 2004, 1).
The United Nations Peacekeeping Forces are used by the
World Organization to maintain or re-establish peace in an
area of armed conflict. The primary roles of the
Peacekeepers are to monitor and observe peace processes in
post-conflict areas and to assist the combatants in
implementing any peace agreements the combatants are
signatories to. Such assistance comes in many forms
including confidence-building measures, p.dwer-sharing
arrangements, electoral support, strengthening the rule of
law and economic and social development (Peacekeeping,
1)}. The UN acts as an impartial third party to prepare the
ground for a settlement of the issues that have provoked
armed conflict (UNPKEF, 1988, 1). Hence, peacekeeping is

anything that contributes to the furthering of an established
peace process (Peacekeeping, 4). This includes, but is not
limited to, the monitoring of withdrawal by combatants from
a former conflict area, the supervision of elections and the
provision of reconstruction aid. If peace is unattainable or a
peaceful settlement cannot be realized, the UN
peacekeeping forces may still contribute in reducing the
level of conflict by acting as buffer between the combatants.

The Charter of the United Nations gives the UN Security
Council the power and responsibility to take collective
action to maintain international peace and security. For this
reason, peacekeeping forces are normally deployed as a
consequence of a Security Council authorization (UNPKEF,
1). Most of these operations are established and
implemented by the United Nations itself with troops
serving under UN operational command. In these cases,
peacekeepers remain members of their respective armed
forces, and do not constitute an independent “UN army,” as
the UN does not have such a force.

The UN Peacekeeping Forces may only be used when
both parties to a conflict accept their presence. We
distinguish between two kinds of peacekeeping
operations—unarmed observer groups and lightly armed
military forces. The latter is allowed to employ their
weapons for self-defense only. The observer groups are
concerned with gathering information for the UN about
actual conditions prevailing in an area, e.g., as to whether
both parties adhere to an armistice agreement (UNPKEF, 1).
The military forces are entrusted with more extended tasks,
such as keeping the parties to a conflict apart and
maintaining order in an area. Peacekeeping costs, especially
since the end of the Cold War, have risen dramatically. In
1993, annual UN peacekeeping costs had peaked at some
$3.6 billion, reflecting the expense of operations in the
former Yugoslavia and Somalia. By 1998, costs had dropped
to just under $1 billion. With the resurgence of larger scale
operations, costs for UN peacekeeping rose to $3 billion in
2001. In 2004, the approved budget was $2.8 billion,
although the total amount was higher than that. For the last
fiscal year, which ended on June 30,2006, UN peacekeeping
costs were about $5.03 billion (Peacekeeping, 5).

B. History
The United Nations Truce Supervision Organization
(UNTSO), the first peacekeeping mission undertaken by the
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UN, was imitiated in 1948. They were sent to the newly
established State of Israel to impose the ceasefire during the
conflict that occurred between the Israelis and the
Palestinians over the creation of Israel.

The end of the Cold War precipitated a dramatic shift in
UN and multilateral peacekeeping (Weiss, 1995, 1). In the
new spirit of cooperation, the UN Security Council
established larger and- more complex UN peacekeeping
missions, often to help implement comprehensive peace
agreements between protagonists in intra-state conflicts and
civil wars. Furthermore, peacekeeping came to involve
more and more non-military elements that ensured the
proper functioning of civic functions, such as elections. To
support the increased demand for UN-led missions, the UN
Department of Peacekeeping Operations was created in
1992 (Peacekeeping, 6—7). Peacekeeping is resorted to in
the following circumstances (Gilligan and Stedman, 2003,
44,48):
a. the more severe the conflict measured by the number of

deaths;

the longer the conflict drags on;

does not choose between secessionists' war for

autonomy and control of government; and
d. does not choose in intervening in conflicts involving

democratic ornon-democratic countries.

C. Organization

A United Nations peacekeeping mission has three
power centers. The first is the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General, the official leader of the mission. This
person is responsible for all political and diplomatic
activity, overseeing relations with both the parties to the
peace treaty and the UN member-states in general. They are
often a senior member of the Secretariat. The second is.the
Force Commander, who is responsible for the military
forces deployed. They are a senior officer of their nation's
armed services, and are often from the nation committing
the highest number of troops to the project. Finally, the
Chief Administrative Officer oversees supplies and
logistics, and coordinated the procurement of any supplies
needed (Peacekeeping, 5).

D. Currentdevelopment
The UN Charter stipulates that to assist in maintaining
peace and security around the world, all member states of
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the UN should make available to the Security Council
necessary armed forces and facilities. Since 1948, close to
one hundred thirty (130) nations have contributed military
and civilian police personnel to peace operations. While
detailed records of all personnel who have served in
peacekeeping missions since 1948 are not available, it is
estimated that up to 1 million soldiers, police officers and
civilians have served under the UN flag in the last fifty-six
(56) years. As of November 2005, one hundred seven (107)
countries were contributing a total of more than 70,000
uniformed personnel—the highest number since 1995
(Peacekeeping, 8). .

Despite the large number of contributors, the greatest
burden continues to be shouldered by a core group of
developing countries. The ten’ main troop-contributing
countries to UN peacekeeping operations as of February
2006 were Bangladesh (10,126), Pakistan (9,797), India
(9,290), Nepal (3,510), Jordan, Ethiopia, Uruguay, Ghana,
Nigeria and South Africa. Developing nations participate in
peacekeeping more because such countries appear more
neutral in conflict situations, and do not carry post-colonial
stigma. Forces from these countries appear less threatening
to a nation than forces from the United States or Russia.
Another contributing factor why developing countries-
actively participate in peacekeeping is the economic
incentive that comes along with contributing a country's
military forces, as countries are reimbursed by the UN at the
rate of $1000 per soldier per month, plus equipment. This
can be a significant source of revenue for a developing
country (Peacekeeping, 9)

Is peacekeeping effective? Studies (Fortina, 2004, 269)
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have shown that if done properly and with the correct
motives, peacekeeping is a good deterrent for the escalation
ofviolence.

IV. ANALYSIS

The purpose of this study is to determine whether lapses
in peacekeeping or its mere presence has resulted to the rise
or escalation of terrorism. For this reason, I will cite
examples where peacekeeping forces are present in an area
and that their presence resulted to the rise of terrorism. The
major anti-Western terrorist attacks that has preceded the 11
September 2001 attacks are the following: the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing, the 1996 Khobar Towers bombing in
Saudi Arabia, the 1998 US Embassy Bombing and the 2000
attack on the USS Cole in Yemen. I will refer to some of
them as my primary examples.

A. The Battle of Mogadishu

The Battle of Mogadishu or, for the Somalis, the Ma-
alinti Rangers (The Day of the Rangers) was fought on 3-4
October 1993 in Mogadishu, Somalia, by forces of the
United States supported by UNOSOM II against Somali
guerrilla fighters loyal to warlord Mohamed Farrah Aidid.

Task Force Ranger, which consisted of an assault force
made up of Army Delta Force and Ranger teams, an air
element provided by the 160th SOAR and members of the
Air Force Pararescue/Air Force Combat Controllers,
executed an operation that involved traveling from their
compound on the outskirts of the city to capture leaders of
Aidid's militia. The assault force was composed of nineteen
aircraft, twelve vehicles and one hundred sixty (160) men.
During the operation, two US MH-60 Black Hawk
helicopters were shot down by rocket propelled grenades,
and three others were damaged. Some of the wounded
soldiers were evacuated back to the compound, while others
were trapped at the crash sites and cut off from troop
reinforcement. An urban battle then ensued throughout the
night. Early the next morming, a joint task force was sent to
rescue the trapped troops. It consists of soldiers from
Pakistan, Malaysia and US soldiers from the 10th Mountain
Division. They assembled some 100 vehicles, including
Pakistani tanks and Malaysian Condor armored personnel
carriers, and were supported by US A/MH-6 Little Bird,
AH-1 Cobra and MH-60 helicopters. This taskforce reached

the first crash site and led the trapped soldiers out. The
second crash site was overrun; the lone surviving American
wastaken prisoner, but later released. _

made up of Army Delta Force and Ranger teams, an air
element provided by the 160th SOAR and members of the
Air Force Pararescue/Air Force Combat Controllers,
executed an operation that involved traveling from their
compound on the outskirts of the city to capture leaders of
Aidid’s militia. The assault force was composed of nineteen
aircraft, twelve vehicles and one hundred sixty (160) men.
During the operation, two US MH-60 Black Hawk
helicopters were shot down by rocket propelled grenades,
and three others were damaged. Some of the wounded
soldiers were evacuated back to the compound, while
others were trapped at the crash sites and cut off from troop
reinforcement. An urban battle then ensued throughout the
night. Early the next morning, a joint task force was sent to
rescue the trapped troops. It consists of soldiers from
Pakistan, Malaysia and US soldiers from the 10th Mountain
Division. They assembled some 100 vehicles, including
Pakistani tanks and Malaysian Condor armored personnel
carriers, and were supported by US A/MH-6 Little Bird,
AH-1 Cobra and MH-60 helicopters. This taskforce
reached the first crash site and led the trapped soldiers out.
The second crash site was overrun; the lone surviving
American was taken prisoner, but later released.

Somali casualty figures are unknown, but estimates
from the book Black Hawk Down: A Story of Modern War
estimated more than seven hundred (700) Somali
militiamen dead and more than one thousand (1,000)
wounded. Eighteen (18) American soldiers died and
seventy-three (73) were wounded. One Malaysian soldier
died, and seven were wounded; two Pakistanis were also
wounded during the rescue of the trapped US forces (Battle
of Mogadishu, Wikipedia, 2004, 1-2).

The Battle of Mogadishu led to a severe modification in
the then American foreign policy. In a national security
policy review session held in the White House immediately
after the incident, US President Bill Clinton directed the
acting Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral David
E. Jeremiah, to stop all actions by US forces against Aidid
except those required in self-defense. He also reappointed
Ambassador Robert B. Oakley as Special Envoy to Somalia
in an attempt to broker a peace settlement and then
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resident Clinton announced that all US forces would
withdraw from Somalia not later than 31 March 1994.
President Clinton was now determined to militarily
disengage from Somalia as quickly as possible. Majority of
the American troops were out of Somalia by 25 March 1994
and later, all US personnel were finally withdrawn by March
1995. The Clinton administration then became increasingly
reluctant to use military intervention in Third
World conflicts. President Clinton preferred to use
the "air power alone" tactic out of fear of losing
American soldiers in combat to avoid a repetition |
of the Mogadishu debacle (Battle of Mogadishu, '
7).
The National Geographic cable channel ¢
aired last 10—16 September 2006 (Philippine time) L&
a series of documentaries related to terrorism as 5,
part of its commemoration of the fifth anniversary
of 9/11. In its documentary aired last September
10" entitled Triple Cross: Bin Laden's Spy in
America, it implicated Ali Abdel Saud Mohamed,
a former Egyptian Army officer and a naturalized
US citizen, as a member of Al' Qaeda that_ trained
and supplied weapons to Aidid's militia to sow
terror on the peacekeeping forces located in
Somalia. Al Qaeda has claimed responsibility in
supplying large number of Soviet-designed rocket-
propelled grenade launchers (RPGs) to Aidid's fighters and
instructed them on a way to modify the RPGs to make them
more effective against helicopters (Battle of Mogadishu, 8).
Al Qaeda believed that due to the complexity of the conflict
in Somalia and the unfamiliarity of the Western powers in
their occupied territory, they could easiiy inflict casualties
on the American peacekeeping troops whenever they made a
mistake in going deep inside Aidid-controlled territories.

B. KhobarTowers bombing

Khobar Towers is part of a housing complex in the city
of Khobar, Saudi Arabia, near the national oil company
(Saudi Aramco) headquarters at Dhahran. In 1996, it was
used to house foreign military personnel majority of which
are Americans. They and the other forces from Britain and
France were all residual personnel from the 1991 Gulf War
military force. The eight-story building housed US Air Force
personnel from the 4404th Wing, primarily from a deployed
rescue squadron and deployed fighter squadron. The 2,900
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Americans at the Saudi air base include pilots who help
enforce the no-fly zone over southern Iraq, air ground crews,
Patriot anti-missile operators and communications
specialists.

On 25 June 1996, at 10:30 pm, terrorist members of
Hezbollah Al-Hijaz (Saudi Hezbollah) exploded a fuel truck
adjacent to Building #131 in the housing complex. The

A P = e - =

explosion destroyed all but one building and blasted a crater
35 feet deep and 85 feet across (Khobar Towers, Wikipedia,
2004, 1).

It is the deadliest bombing involving US citizens in the
Middle East since the 1983 Beirut attack. According to the
United States, a group of terrorists who wanted to remove

the Americans' presence from Saudi Arabia organized the
attack.

In 2004, the 9/11 Commission noted that Osama bin
Laden was seen being congratulated on the day of the
Khobar confirming Hezbollah and Al Qaeda's participation
in the bombing (Khobar Towers, 6). The focal point of Al
Qaeda's anger towards the West included the United States
presence in Saudi Arabia—a state that is home to a number
of the holiest sites in Islam. To Al Qaeda, the permanent US
military installations in the region represented a lack of
Saudi Arabian control over its territory and were thought to
threaten the Muslim sacred cities of Mecca and Medina.
Osama bin Laden believed that “the Americans were
infidels and their garrisons propped up a corrupt,
insufficiently Islamic Saudielite” (Khobar Towers, 7).
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C. US Embassy bombingsin EastAfrica

The US Embassy bombings on 7 August 1998 killed
257 people and wetnded over 4,000 in simultaneous car
bomb explosions at the United States embassies in the East
African capital cities of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and
Nairobi, Kenya. The attacks, linked to lecal members of the
Al Qaeda terrorist network headed by Osama bin Laden.
brought bin Laden and Al Qaeda to international attention
for the first time and resulted in the US Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) placing bin Laden on its Ten Most
Wanted list (1998 US Embassy Bombings, Wikipedia,
2004, 1-2). Again, in the National Geographic documentary
bin Laden's Spy in America, Ali Mohamed confessed as one
of the chief planners of the bombing by conducting
surveillance of the area and choosing where the truck bomb
should be emplaced. Al Qaeda's attack was in retaliation for
the Western presence in the Gulf and also included
grievances for America's participation in the first Gulf War,
the military operations in Somalia and US military
involvementin Yemen.

D. USEmbassy bombingin Lebanon

The preceding event was very similar to the bombing of
the US Embassy and a Marine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon,
in 18 April 1983. During this event, sixty-three (63) people
were Kkilled and more than one hundred were injured. The
attack was motivated by the American intervention in the
l.ebanese Civil War. In the aftermath of the massacre of
Palestinians at the Sabra and Shatiila refugee camps by
Lebanese Christian militiamen backed by nearby Israeli
army units, American troops had landed to try and restore
order and central government authority to the war ravaged
country. It was the deadliest attack on a US diplomatic
mission up to that time. and is seen by some as marking the
beginning of anti-US attacks by Islamist groups (April 1983
US Embassy Bombing, Wikipedia, 2004, 1). The main
suspected perpetrators are members of Hezbollah supported
by the state of lran. As a result of the bombing, President
Ronald Reagan was torced to totally pull out his Marine
peacekeeping contingent in Lebanon which was a very
similar response made by US President Bill Clinton ten
vears later.

From the foregoing, escalation of terrorist incidents was
noted in areas where peacekeeping forces are present.
Terrorist, to include state terrorism practitioners, resents the

interference of the peacekeeping forces and their subsequent
involvement in their country or socio-political affairs.
Though a country may allow the peacekeepers presence,
terrorist dissidents or radical elements, in conflict or not
with a concerned state, will always show antipathy towards
the peacekeepers.

Further, it does not need the aggression of peacekeeping
forces to trigger the occurrence of terrorism. Their mere
presence or operational lapses can lead to violence. A prime
example is the Somalia Affair and the blunders of the
Philippine Peacekeeping Forces in East Timor.

The Somalia Affair was a Canadian military scandal in
the mid-1990s. It began with the brutal 1993 beating to death
of a Somali teenager, Shidane Arone, at the hands of two
Canadian soldiers participating in the United Nations
peacekeeping efforts in Somalia. The crime, documented by
grisly photos, shocked the Canadian public and brought to
light internal problems in the Canadian Airborne Regiment
where accusations of cover up surfaced. After a public
inquiry was held, it led to the disbanding of Canada's elite
Canadian Airborne Regiment, greatly damaged the morale
of the Canadian Forces, and damaged both the domestic and
international reputation of Canadian soldiers. Somalis also
protested in the streets where some confrontations led to
violence (SomaliaAffair, Wikipedia, 2004, 1).

Other examples are the noted rapid increase of
prostitution in Cambodia. Bosnia and Kosovo after UN and
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) peacekeeping
forces were deployed thereat. One highly exposed case
where members of the UN peacekeeping force were accused
of direct involvement in the procurement of sex slaves for a
local brothel in Bosnia. Some UN troops have also been
accused of sexual abuse of underage girls in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Likewise, Italian troops were
photographed appearing to rape a Somali woman and
Belgian soldiers took photographs of themselves urinating
on and burning Somalis (Somalia Affair, 7). Additionally,
countries such as Sweden, ltaly, Belgium and the
Netherlands have been criticized for being major arms
suppliers while at the same time pursuing peacekeeping
missions, often in the same areas as they are selling weapons
(Peacekeeping, 7).

Proponents of peacekeeping argue that the untawful
actions of a few should not incriminate the many
participants in the mission, yet the UN have come under
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criticism for not taking the issue of their troop's lapses
linked to peacekeeping missions seriously enough and that
no sanctions were ever imposed on the erring soldiers'
mother countries. In the case of the Somalia Affair of
Canada, the said country only offered to voluntarily conduct
an internal investigation and to limit their participation in
peacekeeping operation to an indirect support capacity.

V. Conclusion and Recommendations

The UN provides the legal instrument through which
modern human rights law is drawn up and codified for
adoption and implementation by national governments
(Joyner, 241) as such it is tasked to ease tensions between
and among countries and includes the reinforcement of
humanitarian laws in a conflict. UN peacekeeping is a very
hazardous job. Notonly are they away from their loved ones
and natural environment, they are also faced with the
daunting task of maintaining the peace amidst the cultural
barriers present. In the operational field, they also
experienced terroristic or retaliatory attacks while
performing humanitarian, peacemaking or other related
peacekeeping activities. Amidst these challenges,
peacekeepers should be wary of their actions in order not to
erode the thin confidence of the civilian populace in their
efforts. Furthermore, peacekeepers should also constantly
strive to update their unit's security measures to deter and
negate the actions of terrorists who resent their presence.

What can the UN do to settle this discrepancy? One
candidate for the position of UN Secretary General
currently held by Kofi Annan has proposed to speed up the
deployment of UN peacekeepers to conflict areas as part of
peacekeeping reforms. “One manifest problem is speed of
deployment—we simply don't get our soldiers [into
conflict areas| quickly enough,” said Shashi Tharoor, a
senior UN official nominated by New Delhi to succeed
Annan when he steps down at the end of the year. He argued
that the time had come for the international community to
organize itself to mount, deploy and command
peacekeeping operations effectively and professionally.

Another proposal that has received mixed reactions in
the international community is the creation of a permanent
international peacekeeping force that can be deployed
expeditiously anywhere in the world at anytime. A
permanent force can resolve the problem of expediency and
cultural barriers (Peacekeeping, 10). Because UN
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Peacekeeping troops are contributed by many nations, some
have argued _that there are cultural incompatibilities amongst
peacekeeping troops that can be answered by a permanent
UN force. It can further resolve the problem of training.
Since all member states are enjoined to participate as Blue
Helmets, each country has its own way of training its soldiers
that may be different from other states. Some nation's
military are concentrated in fighting insurgencies, such as
the Philippines that majority of our tactics are based on
guerilla or unconventional warfare, while other nations'
tactics are more conventional since they have no rebellion
problems. This is aggravated by the countries’ differing
military and cultural traditions. A permanent force can be
trained collectively thereby imparting a single course of
action and conviction. Likewise, a permanent force can
remove the antagonism of countries against Western powers
since they will no longer be coming from a sending country
they may be hostile to but rather as direct and impartial
forces commanded by the United Nations.

1t is said that communication is an essential aspect of
diplomacy. Peacekeeping through its verbal and non-verbal
cues transmits their intent that can be picked up by the
intended populace. Hence, peacekeeping forces should be
conscious of their actuations in order not to demolish the
goodwill that they represent. Peacekeeping forces should
participate more in civil-military operations or outreach
programs designed to bring the foreign military forces to the
masses. Activities such as medical and dental .outreach
programs, construction of roads and bridges, rehabilitation
of destroyed school buildings and houses and other
worthwhile activities that will foster gbodwill among the
populace. Peacekeeping forces should also learn the local

-dialect, and not rely solely on interpreters. Additionally, they

should study the nuances of that particular country's culture
to better adapt to their new environment.

In addition, erring peacekeeping forces should also be
disciplined to show that the peacekeeping forces could not,
and should not, operate under the guise of “impunity,”
(McCoy, 1999, 301) or the exoneration of past crimes of
political offenders in the interest of national unity otherwise
recognized as the practice of letting erring soldiers go
unpunished as a consequence of camaraderie or by justifying
it unwarranted acts or lapses as inherent to the occupation of
a soldier. Professionalism and sensitivity should always be
paramount in any activity, particularly on one as delicate as
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peacekeeping operations, in order not to provoke antipathy propagate violence. Hence, the cycle of suicide
and opposition by the civilian populace towards them. bombing-retaliation—bombing will continue even in their
Antagonism towards an armed force will at all times likely presence.

NOTE

This article prepared be( the author is an extract from a Seminar Paper made as a requirement for a Masters in International Studies degree. It
was shorten for purposes of space limitations. The entire text, to include its footnotes and references, is available at the College of Social Sciences
and Philosophy, Umver5|ty of the Philippines—Diliman.
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