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and gunfite erupted

. “When the smoke cleared,’
‘4 farmer lay dead; another
yoas dying-and about.30.oth-

TS A ded; Police.

“personi : :
two of them critically. .~
“The Philippine’ National
"Police (PNP) has launched an
investigation. L i
" For three days, no one could
pass through the main high-
y-in North Cotabato as
~“about 6,000 farmers blocked &
“portion of the road, demand- -
ing ‘government assistance
* after an ongoing drought rav-
aged hundreds of thousands of
" hectares of farmland. - .
" Then the police moved in. .
“Loud bursts of gunfire
erupted,” Norma Capuyan,
leader of a farmer’s group
told reporters. “There was -
heavy volume of fire. We ran

Turn to Page 5

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9355 Local: 5285, 5295

}
f
J

Army Core Purpese: Serving the people. Securing the land.

2




Army Visicr By 2028, world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE QF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmailcom - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285 |

Cops of

to a church compound and the
police surrounded us.” -~
A farmer died at the scene,

and about a dozen others

were wourided in the legs and
shoulders, Capuyan said.

- She-added that the police
first tried to disperse them
with water cannon,but started

shooting when they held their .
: : - ing:losses of about P5.3 billio
inrice and-com. . . o

groundis oo

. “The PNP is éo:ﬁéolidafing. :

all informatiot as regards the

incident: . in ‘the Cotabato-
Davao Highway, Kidapawan .
City. We believe that, in the .
spirit of thoroughness and:

s5, 2 complete and ac-
curate narrative must be con-

fairness,

structed,” PNP spokesman
Chief Supt. Wilben Mayor said
in a statemient. .

The dead were identified
‘as Rogeli Daelto and Victor
Lumugdang, both of Arakan
municipality. The nine injured
farmers were identified as

RickyMaat, Ejay.Salaber, Alce,

Awi Mario:Ansabe; Roland
Jampas, Darwin Madiao, Leo
Deyong, Roger Imuy and Rod-
ulfo Tan. . . .

Sources from the Bagong
Alyansang Makabayan said that
one of their senjor officials in
Mindanao, Sheena Duazo, was
also injured in the incident, but

~-this Has'yet to be confirmed.: -
Mayor clairhed that 40 po-

lice officers were also injured
after the protesters allegedly
attacked the law enforcers. Two
of the policernen were in critical
condition, '

Without any permit, the
farmers allegedly converged in
Kidapawan City, North Cota-
bato’s provincial capital. They
demanded government subsi-
dies including the 15,000 sacks
of rice that North Cotabato Gov.
Emmylou Talifio-Mendoza al-
iegedly promised to them as
relief, '

They also asked for seeds of

OFFICE OF 1 drought-resistant vegetables

@“ .From Page1 - . = :

and other provisions to mitigate
the hunger now stalking their
commiunities because of the

_drought linked to EI'Nifio. The

region has beén stiffering from

- drought since late November..

.+ The Department of Agricul-

tire said that more than 300,000

start their operations, the pro-

“testers attacked them with
poles and pieces of wood.
. Large rocks were also thrown
“at the:policemen and at the
“stationary-fire‘truck deployed
to the area. A commétion

hectares ‘of farmland had been:
affécted by thie drought, catis-

.- The Cotabato-Davao High-
‘way was blocked after 6,000
farmers and their supporters:.
began gathering at 6-am. fast .-
- Wednesday. They set up:bar-
icades that blocked portions .
£ the highway. Thousands of

commuters and motorists were -

* affected by the blockade.

" Kidapawan City Mayor Jo-
seph Evangelista on Thursday
said Governor Mendoza was

ready to hold a dialogue the

night before with the leaders of
the farmers.

« However, none of the pro- ..
testers came to the city hall ito.
--meef the governor and discuss

their demands. _
How the clash
- started

Witnesses told reporters
yesterday that the clash started
when policemen and social

welfare workers arrived to-
gather the children that were

brought to the rally by some
demonstrators, led by the
Mindanao-based officials of
the Kilusang Magbubukid ng
Pilipinas.

Local officials earlier said
they received reports that com~
munist New People’s Army
rebels allegedly coerced the
farmers who barricaded the
highway. :

There were also rumors that
presidential candidate Davao
City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte
would arrive and talk to the

farmers.
The PNFP’s Mayor said that

“acting upon guidance from

- Governor Mendoza,” the PNP

troops under Sr. Supt. Alex-

“ander Tagum conducted an

operation to clear the high-

“way in coordination with the

Department of Social Welfare

“"and Development (DSWD) to

rescue the minors who joined
the demonstration... - 7:

“But before the PNP cE:ou'I'c.l.

followed, whichresulted in
injuries to the policemen and
rallyists As of last count, 40
policemien have been injured,
with two in critical condition

. due to head trauma. We are

consolidating information as
regards the injured and two
reported casualties on the
side of the rallyists. Al those
injured were immediately
brought to nearby hospitals to

receive medical care,” the PN
reportsaid.. i
.= Mayor said several rallyists

were also arrested; including

“an alleged commander of the
.. “NPA from Barangay Basak,
© . Magpet; North Cotabato, -

. "We reiterate that our po-
licemen are trainéd and in-
structed to always exercise
maximum-tolerance, while

"at the same time remaining

vigilant so that they may re-
spond in a calibrated manner
to threats. Certain pieces of
information remain conflict-
ing. We continue to conduct
an investigation to consoli-
date a thorough report on the
incident. We request that the
public approach this issue with
fairness and proper discern-
ment as we pursue the truth,”
Mayor said. .

The protesters, the PNP said,
raised issues concerning El
Nifio and the non-distribution
of National Food Authority
{NFA) rice with the declaration
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of a state of calamity by the Iocal
government unit. .
Mayor assured the public
that any violation of the PNP's
rules and regulations will be
deait with the appropriate pen
alty. :

_"We reiterate that an investy-

gation is ongoing. We will up-
date the public onany findings,”
he said, adding that anyone re-
sponsible for the tragic incident
would be held accountable,

~ Palace seeks

accountability

" Malacafiang vowed yester-
day to determine accountability
in the dispersal .of protesting
farmers in Kidapawan City....

 Presidential Communica- "
tions Operations Office Secre- ' ! _ :
.make sure that no clash hap-. .

tary Herminio Coloma Jr. said
Interior Secretary Mel Senen
Sarmiento reported that the
provincial government had
assumed responsibility for the
law~ enforcement operations
related to the mass action on the
Davao-Cotabato Highway.
The PNP, Coloma said, “is

conducting -a thorough-inves=:

Hgation”:

- "Accountability is being

established and appropriate
sanctions will be meted out if
justified by the findings of the
investigation,” Coloma said. -

The United Nationalist Alli-

ance (UNA) of Vice President
Jejomar Binay condemned yes-
terday the violent dispersal ‘of
the farmers. = .0 L
 "Vice President]Jejomar Binay
deplores the use of violence to
disperse farmers in Kidapawan
who were demanding rice from
government. They were asking
for rice, but they were given bul-
lets,” UNA campaign spokes-
man Rico Quicho said.
“Hunger is a reality that must
be addressed not by violence
but by compassion and concrete
programs to improve thelives of
the poor,” he said.
The camp of Duterte strong-
Iy condemned the bloody
- dispersal.
OFFICE OF

‘" 'Presidential ‘candidate
Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago.
lambasted what she described

“President Aquino cannot
escape blame and responsibility
for the bloody assault against
the hungry farmers demand-
ing for food after a prolonged
dry spell,” said Mayor Leon¢io
Evasco of Maribojoc, Bohol,

who is also Duterte’s campaign .

manhager: . : y
" "A hungry people defand-

ing food do not deserve to be-

shot,” Evasco said. _
- -Evasco also called on govern-

- mentto conduct an inquiry into
“theincident . . e
-« Liberal Party(LP) presi--

dential-bet-Manuel Roxas If
condemned the violent dis-

-persal .of protesting farmers in -
Kidapawan City..- ..

- “The first task of the day is
to restore order in the area and

pens again. The wounded on
either side should be tended to,”
Roxas said. y

“T call on the PNP and other
concerned agencies to investi-

‘gate as to the true cause of the

clash and, if warranted, punish
those who may be accountable,”

as “inhumane” the dispersal of
farmers and indigenous peoples
protesting insufficient food sup-
ply in their areas.

“ Santiago said the govern- .
‘ment-should be held account- ...
- ablefor the violence, adding that . “agair :
‘shooting and dernanded the im-

this violated the constitutional
right to freedorn of assembly.

“It is'vile enough that this
administration has failed to
support the farmers and lumads
of Kidapawan during the pro-
longed drought in Mindanao.
But it is downright inhuman
for them to shoot at the same
people begging for help,” the
senator satd.

L.P vice presidential bet and
Camarines Sur Rep. Leni Ro-
bredo said she was saddened
by the incident.

“The cause of the violent inci-
dent should be investigated and

those who are behind it shouid
beheld accountable,” she added.
- Vice presidential candidate
Sen. Ferdinand Marcos Jr. de-
nounced the violent dispersal
of protesting farmers, saying the
use of bullets was “completely
unnecessary.” A
“Ideplore the use of bullets to
answer the legitimate demands
of our farmers and their fathilies
in' North Cotabato. They ‘are
hungry and they are just asking
for food ‘so ‘they can feed their
families,” he said, adding that

the police should have instead

negotiated with the protesters,

. Vice presidential bet Sen.
Alan Peter Cayetano also con-
demned ‘the violent dispersal

-of the protesting farmers and

. “There 1s rio reason in this
world to shoot farmers who
were merely demanding from
the government help from the
oppressive drought, This is
totally unacceptable. This is the

‘height of impunity,” Cayetano

added.
Cayetano also said that he

~-and*his runmingmate Duterte
" would seek justice for the farm-

. Migrante, the group of over-
seas Filipino workers, con-
demned- the hloody dispersal
and blamed the Aquino govern-
ment’s inepiness.

The group also pressed for
the filing of: criminal charges

against those involved in the

mediate pull-out of the police in
Kidapawan. :

Members of the Kilusang
Mayo Uno (KMU) also lam-
basted the Aquino government
and the police for the violent
incident.

KMU said Aquino and PNP
officials should be held account-
able for their heinous crime
against the farmers and lumads.

~With Aurea Calica, Perseus
Echeminada, Helen Flores,
Mayen Jaymalin, Rainier Allan
Ronda, Alexis Romero, John
Unson, Reuters
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2 so!dsers kil!ed in NPA attack

Two soldiers were killed and another was ‘wotnded whes
suspected New People’s Army (NFA) guertrillas opened ﬁre at
a command post in Bukidnon on Tuesday.

The bodies of Privates Nicol Sermito and Norbert Romamllos
were recovered only on Wednesday, said Capt. Lorenzo Slobal '
spokesman for the Army’s 403rd Infantty Brigade. -

The wounded soldier was identified as Sgt. Elmer Cabmgi '

Siobal said the victims were part of a team conducting security
operationsin Upper Lubtina, Barangay Casisangin Malaybalay Czty :

“Qur soldiers were eatmg and caught off guard ” he said. - ;
..~ Jaime Laude
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BUTUAN CITY Two' suspected
members of the New People’s Army
{NPA) were kifled while an undetermined
number of other rebels were believed
wounded when government security fore-
es and communist insurgents clashed

anew in two separate encounters in the
hinterlands of Agusan dei Norte mhtary '

reported yésterday,

Military report also’ said the latest |

skirmish between the remaining mem-
bers of NPAs was for the 24th armed
encounter for the past month,

At 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, a team from
the 29th Infantry Battalion (29th IB) was
onamission to support lawenforeement
operations (LEO) in the outskirt areas
of Barangay Telesfora, in Tubay town,
Agusan del Norte, when it encountered
the NPA rebels; who were reportedly
conducting trying to extort revolution-
ary tax from local residents, military
report said,

... The encounter lasted for 15 minutes
that eventually pushed the NPA to with-
draw out of the engagement area. The
29thIB troops recovered an AR47 nﬂe
and live amnmnitions,

In the adjacent fown of Santlago of
that same province, another team from
29thIB was also conducting support to
LEQ at the outskirts of Sitio Tabon of
Bararigay San Isidro when ii engaged
another NPA group.

- The encounter oceurred at 3:45 pm.
and lasted for about 30 minutes hefore
the insurgents scampered 1o dsfferent
dlI‘ECfII 8. :

area ‘said they saw '!,he_
retre_a g-re els carrying wi hem
two dead comrades, added Lt. Col Ariel

Orio, commander’ of the 29th 'EB hu,
initial report. - -

. A§ ofpress time troops from the 29th
IB were still pursumg the remaining’
NPA members in the hmbexland areas of
Agusan del Norte .
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'Col. Felimon T. Santos,
commander of the Ar-
my’s 703rd Infantry Bri-
gade, said this massive
recruitment plan by the

“men and contractors, . JE

“the military heére said, - alias Ry,

Santos said a notebook
which was among those
recovered when the

: by the Army

; _folluwzng an-énconnter -

o withd 10-man rebel band =
i i

eath of one alias Pailo,
; rebel pahtmal ofﬁcer ;

anun, an& the_-
" seigure of & cdche of fire-
carms and ammunition.

y:to make upf

“of ina_ng members due to

“well "as the Téturn of
. gbme of thent 'to the! fo]ds'--

of the law: .. o
~“The 703rd 1B" chlef

. ga3d only Temnanté of the
- NPAs dare operatmg in‘the
“r038rd '1B’s jurisdiction

covering eastern Pan-
gasinan  and in the
boundaries of Nreva Eci-
ja and Nueva Vizeaya,

-_gage& in banditry and:
“eriminal activities such as’
: extortmn ; ’

e now. merely et

~May: Gen Angehto M

. ;'de Léon, cornmanding of-
ficer of the Army's 7th_:
-Infantry (Kaugnay) Divi-

sion“who directed the.

.operations of the 703rd"

IB, said the giterilla band
belongs to one:. Ka
GCmeng.

- He . said’ Omeng 8
group has heen extorting
P1 million from the PCP

‘in exchange for the trou-

ble-free construction of
the project.
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o g

“ang NPA data-dala ang katawan: ng dala g 5:_
Tinutugis na ng: 29th IBang mga NPAna kanltang-nakasagupa. Pag- ;

“katapos'ng. mga ‘engkuwentro, nanawagan si- Major Gen. Benjamirt
R. Madrigal Jr., commanding general ng At myath’ Infantfy Dwzsmn
sa mga NPA sa Caraga na sumuko na. (Mike U, Cr:smundo)
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By Julie M. Aurelic

“ing the celebration of Philippine Veterans
Week from April 510 11.

In various activities’ schéduied next Week
Office -
“(PVAO) will fete 45 war veterans, both living - -

- and dead-<the largest number of awardees o
' - contributions during the war that helpeci

. Iiberate our country,” the official said.

.the “Philippine” Veterans  Affairs

_inrecentyears,

- “We want to honor as many veterans as

posmble because most of our veterans are
- already old and bedridden,” said Restituto

" Aguilar, chief of the PVAQ veterans mermo-

rial and historical division.

The World War IT veterans will be fetecf in’

a parade in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, on
April 5; a tribute on Corregidor Island,
Cavite, on April 7;. a ceremony.at Capas,
- Tarlac, on April 10; and a coiicluding sunset
ceremony at the Libingan ng mga Bayani
“on April 11.

" In a press conference in Camp Agumaldo

" on Friday, the PVAQ said current and former
government officials have been invited 1o
grace various events, among them Philippine
Army chief Lt. Gen. Eduvardo Afo, Defense
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin, Undersecretary

for Veterans and Retiree Affa1rs Jesus Millan -

" and Bases Conversion and Development Au-
thonty President Arne} Paciano Casanova.

P mNey m lead hemes

-.Other guests mclude mﬂltary genexai Jose

© Magno, 4 veteran‘of the Vietnam War, and |

PRESIDENT Aquino will Iead the Aram ng"j_:._
Kagitmgan rités atop Mt. Samat National

Shrine inPilar, Bataan, on April 9 highlight-
' 'Inostly it their 80s and. 90s.

fotmier Executive Secretary Ediiardo Ermita,
TOf the 45 véterats o  be awarded, 25 are
already - dead while the ! rest are stlll" alwe _

Aguilar noted that last year oniy 30 old '
soldiers and guen}las of World War II were
recognized. "

“We are hononng miore of ¢ our heroes thlS
year. All of them have miade very significant

Among the awardees, the highest- ranked
is the Jate Commodore Heracleo Alano, a for-
mer flag officer in command of the Phlhppme
Navy. He was a third lieuteriant assigned to
the Philippine Navy's Offshore Patrol before
the war broke out and was awarded a silver
star daring the war for his heroism.

~He -also joined the ‘guerillas in Bohol; -

"countmg ‘among his subordinates’ ex-Pres.
- Carlos - Garcia - who later appomted him-

Navy chief.

Alano died-in 1983 at the age of 68 and
has a Navy coastal patrol boat and the
Naval Base in Cavite named after him.

Among the living veteran awardees, Col.
Guillermo Garcia of the Philippine Air Force
is the highest-ranked and will be turning 98
this year. . Heé’ ‘was ‘part -of ;the - Air .Corps.
which spied on’ the activities of “the
Japanese during the war.
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Noy concedes: Phl can’t mtch Beli

Page: {
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military might

President Aguino has conceded it would
be foolish for Manila to even think that it can
match Bedjing's superior weaponry and military
might.

Aquino made the remark during a recent Lib-
eral Party sortie in Caloocan City, where he told
the crowd gathered by Mavor Oscar Malapitan
and Rep. Edgar Erice the reason the Philippine
government had to bring China before an inter-
national tribunal over the marifime issue.

This is where the Philippines can win ite
case against China - by bringing the Chinese
gsovernment before the Arbitral Tribuna
where it will be rules-based and in adher-
ence to the United Nations Convention on
the Law of Sea.

Aquino stressed he has the obligation, as
leader of the country. to protect its maritime
interests and territories from foreign incur-
SI0T.

The issue was raised as Aquino defended

and might result in a2 “preemptive strike”
tha! mav further worsen the ongoing ten-
sions betweer, Manila and Beijing, or other
claimanl-countries.

Acquiring the missiles will only endan-
ger the country’s fiscal position as there
will be no more budget allocaiion for the
governmeni’s flapchip conditional §as]1
transfer program, infrastructure projects
and the like.

It was thus more practical on his part to
modernize the Armed Forces of the Philippines

By DELON PORCALLA

his government’s continued refusal to acquire
surface-to-air missiles ~ which independent
presidential candidate Sen. Grace Poe has
lamented - in order to protect the country’s
maritime territory from China.

Aquino admitted the government has the
funds to procure the weapons, bul stressed
this is “easier said than done” ax acquiring
such heavy weaponry would require very seri-
ous study - like on what platform voould this
be placed, in a warship, mobile or stationed
permanently.

Aquino said he had to prioritize use of the
countrv’s resources and put primal consider-
ation on the government's poverty alleviation
efforts, since the militarv will definitelv never
match the power of China.

Putting surface-to-air micsiles at the
disputed Kalavaan Group of islande mav
likewise be perceived by China as & threat

(AFPjand enhance even more the capabilitv of
soldiers tu protect the Filipinos and the Philip-
pine territory by providing them with better
weapons and fogastics '
Aquinc earlier revealed plans o poss;b]z\' ac-
quire submarines as part of the counn’s defensu
strategy in protecting s maritime interests.
Agquine fater said it would be better to al-
locate more funds in fichtineg insurgency in
the countriside and address local lerrorism
brought by the bandit group Abu F;a)'}'ai'iz': war-
torn Mindareo, 11 order (o keep the citizens out
~ With Helen Flores

of harm’s way

ing

’S
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j___me_'Amer an naval hase has
' s from the Umted

military eXf-‘I‘ClSE‘S ‘berween Filipin

and U‘S tmops, govemment ofﬁczals k
ship'USNS Matthew Perry (T-AKE-9) -

.and dock fanding ship USS Harpers

said.-

Seven shlps from the Umted:

States and three Japanese vessels
have eitlier amVed or expected to

dock here during the weekend for -
this year’s Balikatan 2016 exercises. -
Japan is participating as an observer.

~According to the US Paciﬁc-_Com«
mand,; US Marines participating in

the annual war games have also.-

started to arrive in the country early
this week.

Balikatan is an annual bilateral
training exercise between the
Philippines and the United States. It
is designed for various mnussions

such -as humanitarian assistance, . .
maritime law enforcement and en-;

vironmental protection, according
to a statement issued earlier by the
US Embassy in Manila.

This year's Balikatan will take‘

:j. 'and Panay

' Yesterday, replemshment “iler

Ferry (LSD-49) dropped anchor at
the Alava pier here, according to the

‘Subic Bay Metropohtan Authonty
“(SBMA). '

‘Anocther replemshment oiler ves-

-sel,. USNS, Rappahannock . (TAO-:_

204), arrived heére a day earlier.
~Supply shipUSNS. Sacagawea (T
AKE-2), dry cargo ship USNS Maj.
Stephen W, Pless (T-AK-3005), oiler
USNS Walter S. Diehl (TAO-193),
and Arleigh Burke-class destroyer

.USS F1tzgera1d (DD6-62) are ex-

pected to arrive today.
Capt. Lued Lincuna,” Phlhppme

‘Navy spokesperson said. the Japan.

Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMS-
DF} would be sending its Oyashio-
class Japanese diesel-electric sub-
marine (85-511) to Subic Bay for a

: '8, Lincuna said. Th1s would be the

submarine’s first visit-to the Philip-
pines in 15 years, accordmg to
Japanese Navy.

- An undetermined nmber of mﬂ-
itary vehicles, mostly Humvees and
amphibious, have been temporarily
stored at the Subic Bay Internation-

al Alrport (SBIA). .

‘SBMA Chair Roberto Garc:la said

_the vehicles would be used by Ba»_

likatan participamnts. -*+
Throughout the Balikatan, Fil-
ipino -and US forces will work: to-
gether to enhance maritime law en-
forcement throughout the Philip-
pines in arder to meet annual train-
ing requirements, and enhance
techniqites, tactics, and. procedures_. _

.asa critical part of interoperability-

of our forces, the embassy’s state-
ment said, Allan Macatuno,
Inguirer Central Luzon
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- ByMarioJ'Maliaﬂ R

: Gov nment troops naptnred a'_
o _commander of the’ ‘Bangsamoro
~ Islamic Freedom Fighter Special .

Operation: Group (BIFF-50G)

" during an operation in Cotabato:

Gty on Thurs_day, the: Ciminal

(CIDG) annguneed yesterday. -

Director Vietor Deona, (‘EDG'

chief, idéntified the atrested BIFF
-leader as Zainudin Kawilan, who
is wanted for dorble murder,

Kawilan- was nabbed by

detectives of ‘CIDG-Autonombus
Region in‘Muslim Mindanao (ARMM)
undér Supt. Jimmy Daza, together
‘with: thePhilippine.:Army,- PRO-

ARMM Cotabato City police station,

“and Regions] Intelligence Unit-15.

. The arrest was made by virtue

. of an arrest warrant against
- Kawilan who was coliared at

“Troops capture BIFF
; cmmander in Cotabato

-aruund i 30 A, in Cotabato 3
"'respanmbie in {He. séries of.
" installation and the
“military persoringl in'Sa ; .
“Mamasapano and %harsz Agu '

and Detection: Groap =

ail add: oacpa.amy2012@gmail.com - Tal no, (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

-Daza said that Kaw;lan"'

harassment agdmst mxiltar

(SPMS) box ared i : .
Accordmg 10 Daza Kawﬂ‘u 15
!so involved dngun-for- hn"e

‘activitiesin Central Mindanae,.

Only last February, BIFF-
elements engaged government

" forces in weeks of clashes mr

Maguindanao, particularly in Datu'"

Salibu town where they attackeﬁ ;

a government projeet. - iy
It was not clear, however xff‘*

.Kawilan was with the BIFE, band fhai i

launchéd the attacks in'Satu Salibu:/
. Branded as “peace qpmler " thie
BIFF is a bregkaway faction of the,
Moro Islamic Liberation Front which:
is talking peace with the government:.
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MAKILALA, North Co-
tabato - Napatay ang pi-
tong buwang sanggol ma-
karaang tamaan ng ligaw
1a bala ‘matapds na sala-

si Joylyn Dado habany
atan ang dalawang

SUG ]
menor-de-edad na sina

Kayin at bombzhin ng mga
rebeldeng New People’s
Army o NPA ang detach-
ment ng mga sundalo sa Si-
tio Alang-alang, Barangay

Pahina. _“_[pv___

Nina RHODERICK BENEZ at JOY CANTOS

Kisante, Makilala, North Kinilata ni £/Cinsp.
Cotabate kamakalaws ng Elias’ Diosma=Colonia,
gabi. hepe ng Makilaia Police

ang nasawing sanggol na

ng mga rebeldeng NPA
ang detachment ng rrilitar
dakong alas-8:00 ng gabil.

Judith Daring, 17 at John
Patrick Binoy, isang taong
gulang .nang tamaan ng
shrapnel sa isang pagsa-
hog at ngayon ay ginaga-
mot sa Makilala Medical
Specialist Center.
Sinalakay umans 14

Inilunsad ng mga NPA
ang pag-aiake tatlong araw
matapos nilang ipagdiwang
ang kanilang ika-47 taong
anibersaryc.

Dahil dito, nagkaputukan
ang tropa ng pamahalaan
at ang rebeldeng grupo Na

mga 'di matukoy na bitang

sumagal ng 15 minuic.
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social climber.”

“~An irate Zambeanga City Mayor
Maria Isabelle Climaco has calied for an
immediate investigation into the mali-
cious and derogatory online post by a

¢ member of the Philippine Marines, call-

ing the Zamboanguetias as “malandl
pekpok at social climber”
The allegedly derogatory remarks

- were posted by Marine soldier Nelsor

de la Noche in Facebook and Has: gone‘-- &

viral in social media.

The original post of the aceotint Nel -

i son de la Noche stated: “Yes it is funny,
i Halos lahat ng babae sa Zamboanga

. ZAMBOANGA CITY - A Marine s -
in ot water for calling Zamboanguenas-- :

“malandi, pokpok (flirty, prostltute) 'dravm angry reactiogs fr

“In a letter to AFP Chief of Staff

- The post hag gnne _

Gen Hernando Triber# Tast March 29 o

Climaco said people should exercise
prudence in using social networking
sites, especially if one is part of an orga-
hization that shouid hlghhght mtegmty

_and honor.

“The undersigned's ‘office received
complaints about aviral post in the social

- networking site Facebook of & mialicious
-and derogatory post by amember of the

Philippine Marine Nelson'de 1a Noths, B
generalizing the Zambodngiiehas with

offensive statements,” the mayor stated
in her letter to Iriberri.
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Force soldiers ar ve at the Manila PdlfceDistrigt h:ea'.dquér’cérs in Maﬁiia'on‘

ir:

A

ippine

- DANNY PATA

Y. Phil

es

Eiectibn. duf

security dut

. i E I: 5285, 52¢5
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@I'@ haﬁdﬂry

|| dential back-and-forth-~and certainly yet to be taken
&V up as dn issue in the presidential debates~~is what
the candidates plan to do with the Abu Sayyaf and other
rogue groups in the South. That the problem of lawlessness
“and temrorism in remote areas of Mindanao hatdly mérited a
... mention in the first two debates is an in-

; .77 comerin the national conseiotsness—a
" perszstent canker but so distant from the concerns of the

“usual chattering classes that 1io one has even raised with the-
candidates the heinous niimber of capﬁves the kldnap forn_

. ransom gang has notched up: now 24.
. The niumber was only 14 for some time, but on Saturday
' aftemoon or Monday night (the reports are conflicting), 10
‘more were added: Abu Sayyaf gunmen abducted a boat-
load of Indonesians who were ferrying coal from Borneo is-
‘'land to the Philippines. Seemningly taking a leaf from Somali
pirates who hijack vessels that pass through their part of
Aftica, the Abu Sayyaf bandits reportedly boarded the tug-
~boat Brahman 12 while it was in Sulu waters, took the crew
‘memberscaptive, and towed the vessel to Iand ‘it laterdrift-
“ed toward the coastal village of Tubig Dakula in Languyan
‘Tawi-Tawi, where it was recovered. :

... The boat was found to have been smpped clean by the-

bandits: The navigational equipment and the personal pos-
“sessions of the crew were all gone. And the 10 Indonesians
have vanished along with their captors; they are believed
. nowto be in the jungles of either Sulu or Basilan. But before
‘contact was compietely lost, a crew meniber was reportedly
able tosneak a call to the boat owrer, using a-Taiwanese
‘line, to say that ginmen had taken over their vessel.

The Indonesian foreign ministry itself has confirmed
the basics of the hijacking by revealing that the boat
owner subsequently received two phone calls from the
Abu Sayyaf The group was demanding ransom of
PS50 million for the kidnapped Indonesians.

Of the 14 heid captive by the Abu Sayyaf before this inci-
dent, seven are foreigners: one Dutch, one Japanese, one
Chinese, two Canadians, one Norwegian and one Italian.
The 1€ Indonesians represent the biggest catch of foreigners

- recently kidnapped by the bandit group, and if the other

“captives’ fate is any indication, it would take some time for
them to regain their freedom. Incrédibly, the Abu Sayyaf is
said to maintain a Facebook page, and on it a video hasbeen
posted where the group threatens to kill the hostages unless
the P50-million ransom demanded is paid by April 8.

-FI“EI\}" IEFT unmentioned in the cacophonous presx?

“dication of how banal the .evil ‘has be-

- What has the Armed Forces said to all this? That the abduc-

tion was possibly “diversionary tactics to ease the presstre on
fits] be31eged forces .. foﬂowmg the contintous tactical suc-
cesses of the security sector against lawless elements and ex-

_tremists in the istands of Basilan and Salu.” That was the state- -
-ment, characterized as an “initial assessment,” made by AFP

spokespemon Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla on Wednesday, or

 three or. four ddys into the incident. It's.classic nonspeak, nei--
- ther confirmi

" cép for the | pro forma “there W1H be no letup m-focused mili- -
tary operations in these areas” on how authorities aré responid-
ingto the latest - atrocity from what the:AFP has often described
 as a spent force. Note, however, the self-congratulations that

19’ specifics nor offering a concrete update, ex-

the spokesperson managed to insert into the staternent.
The kidnapping of the Indonesians may present another

- wrinkle beyond the diplomatic and security dilemmas. A
" source of this paper said that the boatmen were actually

working on vessels engaged in illegal mining in Tawi-Tawi,
and that local politicians and military officers were behind

“the illegal operations. If that's trué, the well-placed syndi-. .
‘cate wotld have reason to hushup the incident, keep it out
- of the headlines as much as possible; and scrub any hint of a -

bigger story in the Indonesians’ plight beyond the now

_cut-and-dried, kidnap-for-ransom narrative.

Clear answers are needed from the military and the

‘government on yet another daring poke in the eye by the

Abu Sayyaf-—one that, on top of the $81-million money-

‘laundering heist, ‘would certainly further damege the

Philippines’ mtemamonal standmg, as a.countryseeming- -

. iy overrun by bandits whether iri the bankmg industry or
- in the remote countryside.

And the presidential candidafes ought to be asked the

- P50-million ransom quesﬂon How will they deal with
. these bandits? _ _
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m mwm Level

- .8 mg Monday the ISth annual

US -Philippine joint (Balikatan) military -

exercises under the 1999 Visiting Forces
Agreement will rolf out in various sites
in the country. Nearly 10,000 American
and Filipino soldiers will undergo 10
days of: trammg in warfare. .

This is a massive exercise for the Us,
which will deploy 55 aircraft, including
its muich-touted Ospreys; and at least
five warships. For its part, the AFP will
use two brand-new FA-50 fighter jets,

§-211s, and two refurbished former US
battleships.

Balikatan this year will take place
within the framework of the receritly
announced deat which essentially al-
lows American military forces to build
facilities and pre-position war materiel
in five mini US bases within existing
Philippine facilities. (The Supreme Court
gave the green light last month to the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agree-
ment or EDCA, under which the new
scheme will fall.),

. War buffs are antc&pa’ang the “show-
casmg” by the US ~in live-fire exercises
at the Crow Valley gunnery range in
Capas, Tarlac - of its newest addition to
a multiple-launch rocket system called
Himars thigh-mobility artillery rocket

system).

Touted as an anti-aircraft, anh»s}up,
and ground-warfare asset, the Himars'
supposed edge is that it’s fired from a
highly mobile wheeled chassis, which
can be rapidly moved away “before en-
emy forces canlocate its launching site,”
thus evading a missile counter-attack. Its
operation “engages artillery air-defense
concentratons, trucks, hght armor and
personnel carriers, (plus) support troops
and supply concentrations,” according
to one newspaper report based on docu-

ments provided by the Balikatan public -

affairs office.

By SATUR C. OCAMPO -

Pursue dxplomacy, restrain
 belligerence in sea dxspute

“Later,” the report adds, the’ Hlmars
“will be brought to Palawan although it
would not be doing some live-fire exer-
cisesin Palawan.” The most likely place

~will be the Antonic Bautista Air Base in
that ‘province — one of the five military.
“bases offered for US access, That s where ;

the questions begin to arise,

%e airbase faces the South China Sea
and the Spratly islands, where China
has constructed artificial islands on
islets and reefs and set up airport and
seaport facilities. China has ignored the
protests and denunciations of neigh-
boring countries also laying claim over
thesé maritime areas: the Phjlippines,
Vietnarn, Malaysia, and Taiwan."

After showing off the Himats” war-
fare capabilities in the Balikatan ex-
ercises, for what purpose has the US
decided — with the P-Noy government
consenting ~ to move these weapons
to Palawan? The Himars being parked
there will surely spur China to claim that
it's a “provocative act” by both the US
and the Philippines: The objective effect
will be to aggravate the tensions in the
South China Sea.

(To recall, in 2012 China selzed
control of the Scarborough or Panatag
shoal that the Philippines rightly claims
as our fishing grounds, since it's well
within our 200-nautical-mile exclusive

Page:

economic zone as defined in the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea.) .. .

Provoking more conﬂlctwon tdo any
good. All the parties involved muist per-
sist in pursuing diplomacy anid restrain

 belligerent initiatives and responses by
“everyone. This, to my mind, is'the ap-

propriate, responsible stance in- disputes

that may takeé a long time toTesolve,
~ Having said. that, 1 see a positive

factor in the pushback by citizens,

including church leaders, against the

virtually continual stationing of US

forces and facilities inside AFP bases in

their localities.

In Cagayan de Oro, some b15h0p5 and
multisectoral groups are preparing for
concerted action on April 7, protesting
against American military presence in
Lumbia Air Base in thie city..

They are highlighting Cen’rurywold
lessons learned from the Battle of Ca-
gayan de Misamis on April 7, 1900 - a
little-known uprising against American
forces occupying the area, The Filipinos
failed in their desperate attack launched
against the military barracks, but those
who sacrificed the1r lives are now recog—
nized as heroes. :

To encotirage particlpatmn in ‘che
protest, forums are being held to disctiss
the 1900 uprising. “Education on history
and nationalism is vital,” said Bishop
Rudy Juliada of the Iglesia FilipinaInde-
pendiente. “Many of us do not know our
past, we do not know how local heroes
fought for freedom, and because of lack
of knowledge we are not critical on the
[current] issues.”

The organizers aim to build a mul-
tisectoral alliance against EDCA, to
include interfaith groups, local govern-
ment officials, horneowners, the aca-
demic community, farmers, indigenous
peoples, business groups, and lawyers.

|
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From the Catholicinformaton service
UCAN News, 1 came across statements
from two church leaders criticizing
EDCA and opposing the renewed pres-:
ence of US troops here. - .

‘Bishop Roberto ‘Mallari of the San
Jose diocese in Nueva Ecija (whose

jutisdiction inclides Fort Magsaysay in
Laur) pointed out: “US military bases in
the countty will créate more problems
than solutions.” Tf EDCA is intendéd to
- modérnize the AFP, he doubted it could
‘happen. Further he said that with US
military presence the. church “fears an
increase in human rights violations.”

For his part, Bishop Pedro Arigo of
Palawan warned that the installation
of US military facilities in his province
would aggravate tensions between
Chinese maritime forces and Filipino
fishermen. And “because our own gov-
ernment is mc:apabie of providing strong
military support,”.he lamented, “many
Palawan residents will take [the US
military presence] as a necessary evil.”

Rape cases, prostitution, drug prob-
lems and increased HIV/AIDS inci-
dence will become bigger problems
once the foreign military presence is
established, he baud

*

Email: satur.ocampo@gmail.com
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| "Bl'ot)dj'f rebellion
‘part of problem’

1N THE fizn-up to the 47th anniversary of
_its founding, the New People’s Army es-
calated its campaign of violence, as ifto
‘vernind the Filipinopeople that it is stil a
foree to be reckoned with, capable of in-
flictitig - harm .on. its perceived . ene-
mies—that is; the Armed Forces.of the
- Philippines and the. Philippine Natonal
. Police, . and .arty person or entity that re-
fuges to pay what it calls “revoludonary”

- and “permit {0 campaign’ taxes. i
. Theviolenice perpetrated by the NPA s
 tatally gut of fune with the desire:of the
- Filipino people:to live in peace. We have
. just-come out of the Holy Week with its
message of peace and redemption for all
mankind. And we are entering the inten-
sity of the campaign period preparatory
o exercising our right to elect the next

leaders of our country come May. -

Our people deserve their right to
fair, free and peaceful elections, but
this is not possible under the regime of
arson, extortion and murder being im-
posed by the NPA in the countryside.

* We invite the NPA and its mother or-
-ganization; the Commuist Patty. of the
- Philippiries; to-heed -the call.of the Fil-
ipino peaple to end their violent struggle
against the government and discuss the
issues that divide us in a sincere, honest
and peaceful dialogue. There is no issue
that cannot be resoived between well-
meaning Filipinos who are determined to
sectire a better life for all our people.

After 47 years of armed struggle, the

. GPP.and NPA must realize that, in spite
of ‘their avowed intentions to resclve
the ills of society, their bloody rebellion
has become part of the problem.
 We therefore invite our armed
brethren to be part of the restoration of
democracy that we regained in 1986 via
a peaceful stuggle against an en-
trenched  dictatorship. Just imagine
what we, the Filipino people, tnited in
our desire for peaceful change, can
accomplish if we work on our issues
jointly and creatively, in peace.

—ALEXANDER A. PADILLA, chair,
PH gov't peace negotiating panel
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1 14-KM DEATH MARCH TRAILRUN,
'PAGSALUDO SA BATAAN HEROES

SASALUDUHANG mmili nzMga natamanatang mananakho ang mpa Bayani i Baiaan
sapamamagltanngpmakamamndasgtaxmang salit-salitang takhuhang dipang-kormpetisyong,
_ pagtahak serutang 1942 Death March Trall na watang butaw onegzstratzon fee saAbnl 8 at

Tu]' nfan Death March kilometer post O marker ng Manve}es, Baman :
klmg ‘sARI Mangungina si I&saeconcepc:on, kasaina anp kinatawang st local civil; regstlar__
Rexis Romero ang faga -Provincial Tourisri Office, sa seremonyang srsmdﬁznangs:mbohkoug .

. stlongkalapanganng mangbuhaynabayﬂmanpapasasafoundmg orgemizer,na 81 Bdmundo.
- Paez, pangnld ng Safer Runriers:ig Femando, para sa Walk wzth the Heroes” phase bago :
~itakbo pa-Chadad de San Fernando. . - :
T Migkakasarfia tin ng running chub ang Phlhppme A.rmy S Specxal Semoes Center 2
~ASCOM, AFPX TRADOC, Mechanized Infantry Division, Runners Plus, Sta, Rosa City
| RC, Rotary Club of Bayswalk - Manila, Mariveles RC, Caloocan North RC at iba pa sa’
- Tribufe Rurt nia magpapalipas ng gabi sa Guagua, Pampanga. Kinabukasan ay tatakbo pa-
Bacolor para sa taunahp Visita Iglesia sa San Guillermo Chureh, na katowang ang Milo,
UNILAB Active Health at iba pang mga sponsors.

Matapos ang simpleng paiaﬁmtunan sa Death March Km. 102 {Sto. Nifio leway
Station, City of San Femando), kasama sina Edwin Santiago, sasakéy ang runoers i back-
up vehicles patungong Sto. Domingo Railway Station ng Capas, Tarlac at doon sistmubm ang
natitirang 12-km. Infarmous Trail na magéatapos sa Capas National Shrine (Camp O’ Donnell),

(Fd Paeg)

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel nio. {02) 845-9585 Local: 5285, 5295
| Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

Lo




Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
02 APRIL 2016

I construction equipment

Rebels torch P35-I
in Zambo

By Roel Parefic (philstar.com) | Updated April 1, 2016 - 4:16pm

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - Heavily armed suspected communist insurgents burned Thursday night
five heavy equipment for road construction in a village of Sindangan town, Zamboanga del Norte,

according to police official.

Chief Superintendent Miguel Antonio Jr,, Western Mindanao Police director, said about 80 armed men
swooped down at Sitio Barille, Barangay Talinga about 8:30 p.m. where the equipment, including three

units of backhoe and two bulldozers were kept.

Antonio said the watchmen of the heavy equipment, owned by the ESR Construction Supply, scampered
for safety as the gunmen surrounded the site.

The gunmen reportedly poured gasoline on the equipment and set it on fire.
According to Antonio, the gunmen also fired shots at the road roller before they fled the area.

The police forces of Sindangan backed by the 20th Special Force and 42nd Infantry Battalion immediately
responded but failed to apprehend the suspects.

Based on the estimate of police authorities, the damaged heavy equipment were worth P35 million.

Antonio said police elements of the Sindangan Municipal Police Station are conducting the investigation
on the attack.

Local authorities initially suspected extortion as the possible motive for the destruction of road construction
eguipment,
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DND signs P5.36-B anti-submarine helicopter
deal

By Palricia Lourdes Viray (philstar.com) | Updated April 1, 2016 - 5:00pm

MANILA, Philippines - The Department of Defense signed a contract worth P5.386 billion for the acquisition
of anti-submarine helicopters for the Philippine Navy.

Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and AgustaWestland Limited Senior Vice President Stefano Bortoli on
Tuesday inked the deal for two AW-159 anti-submarine helicopters.

“After more than four decades of aspiring to improve its capability, our Navy has found optimism in this
anficipated acquisition of a new state of the art equipment and weaponry to address the requirements of

anti sub-surface naval operations,” Gazmin said.
The helicopters are expected to be delivered within 900 days after the signing of the notice to proceed.

The DND allotted P5.4 hillion for the contract where AgustaWestland Limited emerged as the single
calculated bidder.

"With the eventual availability and utiization of these new air assets, our navy can conduct naval
operations with a high degree of confidence and reliability," the Defense chief said.

Defense Undersecretary Fernando Manalo earlier revealed that many countries hadgfisred {c sell military
eguipment to the country for the military's modernization program.

The military recently acquired new assets such as the South Korean-made FA-50PHs, Bell 205 combat
utility helicopters, Airbus Military C-295 transport aircraft, new M-4 rifles and refurbished armored

personngl carriers.
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1 killed, 13 wounded in farmers' protest in Kidapawan

(UPDATED) The protesting farmers are asking for help from the government due to the effects of g
drought in the area

Rappler.com
Published 11:50 AM, April 01, 2016

Updated 7:15 PM, April D1, 2016

MANILA, Philippines (7th UPDATE) — At least one farmer was killed and 13 others were
wounded Friday, April 1, when police dispersed a farmers' protest action in Kidapawan

City, reports said.

Two policemen are also "under critical condition” due to head trauma while 40 cops were
hurt in the incident, the Philippine National Police (PNP) and Malacafang said in

separate statemenis.

The identity of the slain farmer was not immediately known. But the PNP said they
arrested a number of protesters, inciuding "an individuai reported to be an NPA [New
People's Army} Commander from Brgy. Basak, Magpet, North Cotabato.”

Police said about 3,000 protesiers biocked the Davao-Cotabato Highway starting
Wednesday, March 30, to demand government assistance in the wake of the effects of
drought in the area. (Organizers put the number of protesters at 5,000}

The Kidapawan City police dispersed the protest shortly before 11 am Friday and shot at
the farmers, according to Kilab Multimedia on its Facebook page.

The Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas said soldiers joined the disperai. "Shots from M-16

rifles were allegedly fired," it added in a statement.

Kidapawan City Mayor Joseph Evangelista said the farmers were demanding that North
Cotabato Governor Emylou Talifio-Mendoza release 15,000 sacks of rice tc them, but

Mendoza reporntedly refused to talk to them.

The protesters said the money can be sourced from the province's calamity fund, adding
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they have been severely affected by drought in the past several months.

thingangws rentiizc that "North Cotabato’s Crop Damage Report Summary as of

Febuary 17 listed 36,815 farmers affected by the drought, mostly corn, rice, rubber and
coconut farmers.” The province has been under a state of calamity on January 19,

Mindanews added.
Mendoza is running for reelection unopposed.

Mayor Evangelista held a crisis meeting with the police and local suthorities after the

dispersal.
Governor's orders?

PNP spokesman Chief Supt Wilben Mayor said they are investigating the incident and

will hold "anyone responsible for this tragic incident accountable ™

In & chronology of events, the PNF said the permit to rally lapsed Friday morning. The
highway protest that began 6 am March 30 brought together farmers. members of

indigenous groups, and other cause-oriented groups.

"Their presence continued o disrupt pubfic movement in one of the major transportation

arteries of Mindanao," the PNP said in a statement.

Upon "guidance” from the governor, the local police moved to disperse the crowd past 10
am Friday and coerdinated with the Department of Social Welfare and Deveiopment "o

rescue minors who were part of the picketline,” the PNP added.

“Before the PNP could start their operation, however, protesters attacked them with poles
and pieces of wood. Large rocks were also thrown at the policemen, and at the stationary

fire fruck deployed to the area,” according to the PNP.
Presidential candidates condemned the incident in separate statements.

The New York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) also asked government to investigate
what happened especially how the police acted during the dispersal. Government must
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“heid accountable anyone found responsible regardiess of rank or affiliation” HRW
said. — Rappler.com
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