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‘ByDennis Jay Santos
and Orlando Dinoy *
‘Inguitrer Mindando

' DAVAO GITY--Philippine Army
goldiérs ‘on Satarday ‘climbed -

Mt: Apo to help volunteers anc
firemen put out the fire that has
‘been burning sections of the
country’s highest peak for more
than a week now. o

_ The blaze, which started on
March 26, had engulfed more

-thar 300 hectares of forest and--

‘gragsland asof Sunday.
: v Authorites said some campers
~tnay have unwittingly triggered it
“ when they failed to put off fire
" they used for ‘cooking when they

" left'a camping ground along the

“Kapatagan trail in Digos City. The
fire- earlier spread to the North

= wy tr

* " Cotabato side of Mt. Apo, but this
T ywas containied after volunteers
- built firelines. Pl
- The blaze, howevet, contir- "
-ties in the Davad del Sur side of

the mountain. -

_ Maj. Ezra Balagtey, acting
spokesperson of the Philippine
Army’s Eastern Mindanao Com-
mand,. (Easaonincorn), said a
comnpany size unit, composed of
112 soldiers from the 10th In-
fantry Division, arrived in Kap-

atagan-town.dn:Dayae .del Sur,
- provirice early morning Satur-
" day-and - started - scaling the

mountain. They were expected

to reach areas hit by the fire lat-

er that day and assist volunteers
there. *
The soldiers were sent to Mt.

Apo a day after Maj. Gen.

Leonardo ‘Guerrero; Comman-
det of Eastmincom, alerted all
disaster TespOnse units to pre-
_pare for possible deployment to
'Mt. Apoto help contain the fire.

“Balagtey said the Philippine

Air Foree has been using a heli-
coptet, rigged with a large buck-
et, to scoop water from a lake to
douse the fire. It is also used 0
carry sacks of crushed ice that

. are dropped into affected areas

in an attempt to stop the blaze
fromspreading.
. ‘Balagtey said another “heii-
copter is used to ferry volun-
teers and supplies; - 7
The Regional Disaster Risk
Reduction Management Council
has appealed for donations of
food and water for volunteers.
Harry Camoro, spokesperson

“of Incident Management Team -

in Davao del Sur, said they also
needed more volunteers t¢ re-
place those assigned in the area
earlier

The drop-off areas for dona-
tions are the Incident Com-
mand Post in Barangay Kapata-
gan in Digos, Davao del Sur;
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
office in Digos City; and DENR
regional office in Lanang,
Davao City.

Nt Apo Has van elevation of -

2,054 meters above sea Jevel,
making it the highest peak in
the country. It was declared a
natural park in 2004.

Sections of the mountain be-
Jong to the provinces of Davao
del Sur and North Cotabato.
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FORT MAGSAYSAY, _Nueiia .Ec:ija'-éAﬁ.théﬁfies :

have tightened security meastires in this camp as

indreds of American and Filipino '@-Zdiers ar-

mfed here for the annual 32nd joint Balikatan

war exercises.

Army’ Capt. - Rozelle Ticar,
spokesperson-of the 7th Infantry
(Kaugnay) Division based in this
military -camp, said that they

are ready 10" receive American..

‘soldiers  for “the war exercises

amid’ security - concerns with -

measures have already been laid
out inside the camp as part of the
routine. o

“Everything is much under
control and preventive measures

were laid out,” Ticar said, adding
that series of planning and
coordination were conducted as

per instruction of commanding
general, Maj. Gen. Angelito de

Last .. year, .
goldiers lost their belongings to
thiéves who gained entry inside
the camp. &

Army Staff Sergeants Scotty
Wilson and Dwayne Massey

four American

and Lieutenants Patrick Tierney
- ‘and Thomas Dunne lost their

belongings consisting of army
boots, wallet containing $2,000,
an undetermined  amount
of pesos and other personal
belongings. ,

They were part of the
700-soidier  contingent  who
plunged into the war exercises
inside this military camp along
with 900 Filipino soldiers.

A report said that unidentified
suspects gained entry into’ the

unlocked building by boring a

hole beneath a perimeter fence.
Said belongings were recovered.
“l am assuring that the said

theft incident will not happen

anymore. Our soldiers stepped up

Page: ’3'5

* for all preventive measures for th

activity,” he said.

This camp was one of fiv
areas identified last Marc
18 by the US and Philippir
governments that will be utilize
by American troops under tk
Enhanced Defense Cooperatio
Agreement which they signed
April 2014 as political tensior
rose between the Philippim
and China due to disputes in t}
‘West Philippine Sea.

“ ~Agide” from Fort Magsaysay, ¢

deal also allows rotating US milite
presence at the Antonio Bautista A
Base, Basa Air Base in Pampang
Lumbia Air Base in Cagayan de O
and the Mactan-Benito Ebuen A
Base in Cebu. PNA
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: NPA killed in Comval clash

" A suspected communist

Matnit, Nabunturan town™

. rébel was killed in an encoun-. when they chanted upon a
ter with government security _group-of New People’s Army
forces, w%ii’ch also resulted in - guerrillas. - !
the recovery of 12 firearms 7 A25-minute firefight
in Compostela Valley on ensued, forcing the rebels to
Saturday. retreat. They left behind their
Troopers of the Army’s slain comrade, according t¢
25th Infantry Battalionand Capt. Rhyan Batchar, spokes-
" ‘members of the local police . man for the Army’s 10th Infan-

were patrolling in Barangay

try Division. — Alexis Romero
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[
Top Negros pols sign
- peace covenant

BACOLODCITY =Leading

- politicians in Negros Island
 who are running in the May

polls signed on Friday a cov-
enant for peaceful and orderly

~ elections.

The ceremony was wit-

" nessed by key officials of the

Philippine National Police and:
Philippine Army and ‘Com-
mission on Elections Commis-
sioner Rowena Guanzon, who
hails from Negros Occidental.

Among those who signed
the covenant were reelectionists
Negros Occidental Gov. Alfredo

'_Méféﬁon I, Vice Gov. Fugenio
- Jose Lacson, Negros Oriental

Gov. Roel Degameo and vice

gubernatorial candidates Lil-

nd Estacion and Jeffrey Ferrer. -

Marafion, who is seeking a

shird term, is running unop- -

posed. His runningmate is
Ferrer. _

Degamo’s runningmate is
Estacion. _

Among those from Bacolod
City who signed the peace
pact were reelectionist Mayor
Monico Puentevella and his
rivals Rep. Evelio Leonardia
and Wilfredo David.

Mayoral and vice mayoral
bets from various towns and Gt~
jes of both provinces attended the

cerermony at the Bacolod Pavillon
Hotel. ~Danny Dangcalan
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'NPA rebel found
'dead at encounter
site in ComVal

DAVAQ CITY - A member of the
New People’s Army (NPA) was found
dead, while 12 high-powered firearms
| were found as elements of the 10th In-
fantry Division (10th ID) picked through
an epcounter site Saturday where they
had earlier engaged combatants of the
" insurgent group in Coropostela Valley..

The body of the still identified rebel
was recovered by troopers of the 10th ID
after a 26-minute skirmish with about 20
heavily-armed insurgents in Sitio Inu-
puan, Barangay Mainit, Nabunturan,
Compostela Valley. :

According to 10th ID chief informa-
tion officer Capt. Rhyan Batchar, soldiers
were also able 1o seize eight M-16 rifles;
four AK-47 rifies; seven improvised gre-
nades; one ICOM radio; medical para-

" phernalia; and subversive documents.

Batchar said the rebels were be-
Heved to belong to the Guerilla Front 27
of the NPA and was headed by a certain
Commander Lipl. | .

In a statement to the media here, Lt.
Col. Ismael Mandanas Jr, commander

" of the 25th Infantry Battalion @5th IB),

“lauded the efforts of the residents in the
area i providing the authorities vital
information that led to the successful
combat operations.

“The desire of the people in the cont-
munity to get rid of the NPAs who extort
and make their lives miserable, resulted
to this decisive encounter;” Mandanas
said. ' .

He added that the incident mantiest-
ed “what the collective effort of the peo-
ple, the army and the PNP can achieve
in winning the peace in the provinee.”

Brigade 1001st commander Col.
Macairog Alberto also commended the

‘troopers of 25th IB and the PNP on the
‘successful operation, saying that it was
" “g big blow to the communist movement
. whose numbers are steadily diminish-
! ing due to the relentless AFP-initiated

operations.” :
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIf Pursuit operations are still being 1- Tel no. (02) $45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

conducted by the combined forces of the
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 NPAKkilled

o

‘in Compostela’
Valley clash

H

i

f

J GOVERNMENT  forces
| killed 2 New People’s Army
t rebel and recovered 2 dozen
high-powered firearms afrer
a firefight in Nabunturan
tows, Compostela Valley on
Saturday.

Troops from the Army's
25th Infanrry Bartalion
and the PNP's Compost.
ela Valley Provincial Public
Safety Company were con-
ducting security opezations
when they  encountered
about 20 rebels in Sitio
Inupuan, Barangay Mainic,
said Capt. Rhyan Batchar,
public affairs officer of the
Army’s 10th Infantry Divi-
sion.

The communist rebels, led
by one alias Lipi from the
NPA’s Guerilla Front 27,
withdrew after a 20-minuze
firefight.

During  clearing  opera-
tions, troops recovered at
the scene 2 body, eight M16
rifles, four AK-47 rifles,
seven improvised grenades,
-an Jcom radio, medical para-
phernalia, and documents,

Police and militaty toops
are conducting pursuit op-
erations, Barchar said. — Vie-
tor Reyes
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Ralista sa deapawan, positive
- 82 gun powder residue — PNP

LUMABAS nz ang resulta
ng pagsisiyasat ng Scene of
the Crime Operatives
{S0OC0) ng Philippine Na-
ticnal Police (PNP) sa mga
nasawi at nasugatan sa
pagsasalpukan ng pulis at

Talista sa Kidapavran noong .

. Blvemes

* Ayon kay Chief Siperin-

tendent Wilben Mayor, 3 ang
" masawi at sampting ralista
. anghasugatan ngimit malaki
" ang posibilidad na ‘mas

marami g Nasugatan na
hindi inireport.

Palaisipannamanngayon
kung bakit may bitbit na baril
ang isang sinasabing
ordinaryong magsasaka sa
Kidapawan na Smui ang
standard-issie na -gamit na
. barilngkapulisan, ...

Sapmngnamar;ﬁgPNP .
99puhsangnasugatandahzl _
sz pambabato hg mga

Talistang pmaghjhmalaang
hindi tunay na magsasaka

PRIt mga militnte.

Nahuli rin ang isahg -

kumander ng New People’s
Army na nakahale sa mga
magsasaka.
Tkinagalit naman ng lokat
na pamabalaan ng North
Cotabato ang pangyayari sa
kanilang bayan, lalo na’t
pinagsamantalahan nmano
ang mga kawawang magsa-
sakaupang magarmit saplano

_ngmeamakakaliwang grpo

Ayon kay Gobemadnr

Emmylou Talino-Mendoza.”

nakita ang partisipasyon sa

_nagkalain-laing grimo =
" AnakPawis, Bayan Muna;

: AnakBayan, League of Filli-

" ping Students, SBMC, RCPR
dexgwsC!m&Promoﬁon

-of Chisrchies, Apo Sandaws

briella Women’s Party,
‘women, children, indigenous
pecple, angrngamaganme.

JLumadaong Paghiusa, Ga-

Nagsunula sng paghari-

'kada ng mga ralista noong

Marso 30, isang araw

pagkaraposngambersatyong
New People’s Army.

. Sakasaysaven aymadalas

) gumagawa ng pagkiics ang

NPA rnalapit sa kanilang ani-
beseryoparaipadamazng lemi-
lenghmiliitnapawersa. (BRT)
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" Arestade ang isang field
commander ng Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighters dahil
sa kasong double murder sa
isang operatson sa Cotabata C;ty
kamakailan. -

Kinilalz ni Dlrector \fctor Deona
hepe ng Philippine National
Police-Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group, ang suspect na

& Zamudm Kawxlan ;

Naaresto .ang suspect “dahil -

sa mga impormasyong ibinigay

‘ng mga impormante sa mga

otoridad. :

“He is a field commander of the
Spedial Operatlons Group of the
BIFF" sabini Deona.

Ayon kay Deona, responsable

si Kawilan sa mga pambobomba,

 ambush sa mga pulis at sundalo,

at pagsalakay sa mga vital

installations sa llang bahag% ng

Mindanao.

idinagdag m Deona na palagi
si Kawilan sa Cotabato City kung
saan isa siyang gun-for-hire. "We
have reports that he is involved
in gun-for-hire activities,” sabi
Deona. {Aaron B. Recuenco)
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Newbies. New soldiers of the 8% Infantry Division of the Philippine Army stand at
attention during a ceremony. MEL CASPE
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By EDITH REGALADO

 DAVAO CITY - Trstead of
water, the Philippine Air Force

(PAR) yesterday dropped some -
400 Kilos of crushed ice to put.
out the fire that has been rag-.
ing near the peak of Mt AApo. .

Lt Col. Jose Ritchie Pabi--
lonia of the PAF said the first’

experimental operation was
conducted after six days of
continued forest fire. '

- Pabilonia‘could not immes:
“diately ‘confirm whether the -
crushed ice experiment was
successful. .
. “We have yetto confirm the -
affocts of the crushed ice with -
+the volimteers on the ground,”
"“in Mindanao, told The STAR
- that US Ambassador Philip
“ Goldberg has pledged to help

he told journalists during a
meeting with the provincial

ement officials’

i 's technical opera-"-
*tions group 3rd air division has

been conducting bambi-bucket
_operation, using a single Su-

per Huey helicopter in order
‘toputout the blaze. .. -
If effective, Pabilonia plans -
o drop more crushed ice over
‘the area using a UH1H heli-
. fopten.
" Liza Mazo, Office of Civil

Defense-Region 11 director,

‘said the ice was donated by the
*Solano and Davao ice plants.

. ~Mazo suggested cloud-
seeding to put out the fire.

of the American Chamber of
Commerce of the Philippines

utout the fire.. . .

" uThe Americans will be

sending help on Monday (to-~

day),” Dizon posted on his
_Facebook'account yesterday.

'_.:me'nt" will help putout the Mt. . |
“Apoblaze. SR
“Philip Dizon, sresident

P

Page: __.

7 Meanwhile, the US govern-
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2 more Hueys tappé&

. BY VICTOR REYES
AND ANGELA LOPEZ DE LEON

TWO more Huey helicopters will help con-
tain the forest fire raging in the peak of Mt
Apo since March 26 and a foreign group has
expressed interest in helping out.

Air Force spokesman Col. Araus Robert

* Musico said the two UH-1D helicopters were
- due in Mt. Apo late vesterday or this morning.

Two Huey helicopters have been sent to
the area to help in the firefighting: a UH-1H
and a UH-1D. ‘

Musico said the UH-1H “Super Huey” has

 been dropping water on the fire, using a

Bambi bucket and crushed ice donated by a
volunteer group. The UH-1D, meanwhile, is
more involved in the transport of supplies and

. Jogistics for the responders.

He said the UH-1H has so far dumped 50
buckets of water and around 400 kilos of

© ¢rushed ice since March 29,

He said the two additional UH-1Ds will drop
crushed ice and help in the resupply opera-

to ﬁéht Mt. Apd blaze

tion. He added the choppers are not designed
for helibucket operations.

He said only one UH-1H Supechuey is using
a Bambi bucket because the other one is be-
ing maintained.

“From what he told me. the aerial firefight-
ing is effective because every time they drop
water, the fire is put out,” said Musico.

“But the problem is after the operations, es-
pecially at night since the Super Huey does not
have night capability, the fire starts to spread
again, That's why the Air Force is having a dif-
ficult time. The fire should be contained with a
lot of effort from different sectors.” he added.

Davao del Sur provincial disaster risk reduc-
tion and management council (PDRRMC) head
Harry Camoro said authorities continued o
watch three active fires spotted on the Davao
del Sur side Saturday evening.

Camoro said the fires are still moving towards
the forest area of Sta. Cruz town in Davao del Sur.

He said one fire was observed approximately
300 meters from the centuries-old Almaciga tree,
a landmark zlong the Sibulan Trail in Sta. Cruz.
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’s new military assets

Balikatan to test Phl

- The Philippines’ new military assets heavy ships provided to the Philippine
will be put to test during this year's Navy by Axustralia. : ‘
. ‘Balikatan joint exercises with the United The Philippines acquired five de-
States, which kicks off today. . commissioned ships from Australia
~ Amnong thenéw assets that will partici-  for P726 million. The first two ships
- patein thejoint drills axe thelanding craft arrived last August while the three
o e ' . others were deliv-
—ered last month.
“ “Two ‘of the five
ships are expected
to join the mobility
exercise.
- Capt. Leleste
Frank Sayson,
spokesman of the
Philippine con-
tingent to Balika-
tan, said the ves-
sels would join a
mobility exercise
~that-seeks.to. en-
hance the'security
forces’ capability
to respond to di-
sasters.

“The mobility
exercise will frain
our soldiers to
move logistics on
a massive scale. It

- will pe the firgt ime
we rwitkconduct
such an exercise
with our US coun-
terparts,” Sayson
told The STAR in
a phone interview
yesterday. — Alexis
Romero
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i ' _Ea}a_—Authorztles have tzghtw
o b enedsecuntymeasures 1nt’ms': :
. camp as hundreds of Ame
. Filipinosoldiexsarrived here for the-?"'-
. annual 32nd joint Balikata g

i"-measures already lat dutmmde_
‘carap as part of the routine.
. “Everything is much under con- -
‘trol and prevent;ve measures were
i laid out,” Ticar said, adding that se-
| . ries;of planning and coordination
i were conducted as per instruction :
. of commanding general. Ma] Gen
Angehto deLeon: | '
Last year four American soldiers
- Tost their belongings to thieves who"
ga;ne& entry inside the camp. .+~
o Army. Staff Sergeants Scotty
2 Wﬂs n an'd Dwayne Massey and -

ADEST -
e contaznmg $2,000, ‘undetermined -

~amount of pesos and otherpersonal
- belongingsi
e -heywerepartofthe 700—501' lier
ccntmgentwhoplungedmto thewar
i exerases: inside this mllztary camp

s suspects gained entry in the un-
- Jocked building byboring’ through a.
: -.hole ben’ th 2 penmfster fence and s :

: .::' 1nc1c1ent will not happen anymore

= 'Our sold:ers stepped up for a11 pre—

pines’ aﬂé C}nha due'tn:):dlsputes m'_i'.

Base, Basa Alr Base i
. 3'_-Lumb1a Asx Basein Cagayan deOro
and the Mactan Bemto Ebuen A.u:

ventlve measures for the act1v1ty,

 West Philippinie Se : :
Aside from Fort Magsay y, the.-

; deélalso allows rotatmg s mﬂ;tary_
o presence at the Antonw Baut1staAir i

Pampanga, ©

" Basein Cebu :

i thxs yearswar g -
“ formed of the calendar: of actwmes .

o for the: four—day war gammes.

- Last year part of the exercises

: ::'Were a commumty outreach in"~
" nearby areas:wheré. Filipino and .
- US troops perfurmed medical and

_.:denta oper 't1ons haﬁrcuts, feed—_ e
ad

o I also markedthe firsttimethree
o modern attack helicopters of the US
. forces showcased their air-assault
- capabilities in the firstkniown mock -
" atrassaultinsidethe sprawhngmlh—

3 tary feservation. -
These. 1nvo§ved Boelng CH-47

: -hmook hehcopters are twin-
. engine;’ ‘heavy-lift military aireraft
~used for troop movements, artillery
_=pl \ 'ement and battleflelé resupply

= gaysay beefs up secunty

<atan war exerases

i ORT MAGSAYSAY, Nueva
- he sa.zd ‘This'camp: was one of five

< areas identified.on March 18by th"_*
o US and Phﬁzpplne govemm ntstha :

because of its wzde loading ramp at
the rear of the fuselage and three

‘external-cargo hooks. -

.. The advanced, multismission

. helicopter contains a fully inte-
““grated digital cockpit manage-

" ment system and cargo-handling
“capabilities!”

The said helicopters were also

~usedinsomeother countries, likethe

United Arab Emirates, South Korea,
Australia, Canada, the United King-

" dom, the Netherlands, Japan, Italy,
© Greece and Spain. PNA

..............
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ing a _iwe_.ﬁre exerci__se.w_it_hjﬁeir US counterparts at joint ES-P'hilE'p'plhes' militai;y exardsé dubbed ﬂalikatan

Nueva Ecija; w -

fire their.weapons at a mock target dur

_ng eamp aﬁ Fort Magsaysay,

int

Army tra

r

ippine

i

IN this May 10, 2014, _ﬁle ;i_hdto ﬁEEpmo soldi

2014, atthe Ph

ol
. aar : oo ooesrie o i5Local: 5285, 5285
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"th y -'ad' clear :
a]lenge What it consnders .

yashE ansd destroyer: ; _the Alava Pler at
'Deftmse Forci {JMSDF) that-wi!l engage the Phﬂlppine

_wil! football aad ba&ketbaﬂ games. it was the |
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ﬁS plans 3rd patmi.,. «

in recent months, sailing near disputed
islands to underscore its right to navi-
gate the seas. US Navy officials have
said they plan to conduct more and

increasingly-complex exercises in the .. XD
ST T e T e enge to the vaTious claims in the South

future o

“Our long-standing position'is un- "
changed—we do nottake a position:on::

competing sovereignty claims to natu-
rally formed land features in the South ™
‘China Sea,” asenior Obama administra-

tion official'said on Saturday. -
“We routinely conduct such opera-

tions throughout the world to challenge

maritime claims that would unlawfully

restrict rights and freedoms provided in

international law This applies to the South.
China Sea as well,” said the official, speak- '

ing on condition of anonymify, o o
The USS Stennis carrier strike

group’is currently -operating indhe-
Sot_ith China Sea. The next freedom

of navigation exercise is unlikely to be
conducted by a carrier like the Sten-
nis, but rather by a smaller ship, the
source said.

. Experts predict the next US chal-

ChinaSea could occur near Mischief
Reef, a feature claimed by the Phiippines

zmd which"was submerged at high tide

before China begsn a dredging project
to furn it into an island in 2014, L

‘Mischief Reefis now the site of onie of

three militaryJength airfields China has

built on man-made islands in the Spratly
Islands archipelago.

' US Navy ships regularly patrol the
South China Sea. through which more
than $5 triflion of world trade travels ev-
ery year China claims most of the area,
and Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, the Phil-
ippines and Taiwan have rival claims.

Tn récentmonths, with tensions rising
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Japanese sub, warship dock in Subic

: SUBICBAX FREEPORT - Two Japanese de-

stroyérs and a submarine docked in Subic port |

“yésterday near dispisted Sotith China Sea waters,

wheére Befjing’s increasingly assertive behavior

has sparked global concern.

 Manilais seeking to strengther ties with Tokyo

as tensions mount over the disputed waterway,
. aimost'all of which is claimed by China... -

" Japanese submarine Oyashio and desizoyersS
 Arigke and ]S Setogiri are here for a routine visit -
- at'the sprawling former US naval base just 200 -

* kilometers from a Chinese-held shoal.
© - “The visit is a manifestation of a sustained

promotion of regional peace and stability and

enhancement of maritime cooperation between
“heighboring navies,” Navy spokesman Com-
~mander Lued Lincuna said.. - _

. The Ariake is equipped with an anti-subma-
tine helicoptet, according to an AFP photogra-
" pheratthescene. -~ . . .

. The port call came on the eve of war gamés be-
 tween American and Filipino soldiers, which is seen
"asashowcase of along-standing military alliance that
the Philippines is counting on to deter China.

Seriously outgunned by its much larger rival

‘China, the Philippines has turned to allies like

--the United Statesand Iapanft_{) upgrade its armed.

--forces in recent years.

- InFebruary, Japanag

reed to éupi:ij the Pfﬁlipé .

pines with military hardware, whichmay include
anti-submarine reconnaissance aircraft and radar
technology. PR
Tensions in the South China Sea ~ through
which one-third of the world's oil passes — have
mounted in recent months since China trans-
formed contested reefs into artificial islands

capable of supporting smilitary facilities. — Be-
bot Sison, Alexis Romero, Ding Cervantes, Ric
Sapnu, AFP ' '

i
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ByEstreﬂaTarres

the situation in the South China
Sea remained “stable on the
whole” and it was considering

inviting foreign journalists . to-

see for themselves the islands
and reefs on which it has built
runways and other facilites.
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Hong Lei quoted Foreign
Minister Wang i as saying that
“when the condition is ripe, we
will consider inviting foreign

.journalists to visit.the dslands.

capd teefd o

-++This as’the decision. comes ..

due of the Permanent Court of
Asbitration in The Hague in the
case filed by the Philippines

questioning China’s sweeping

territorial claims and massive
military buildup in contested is-
lands iri‘the South China Sea.

‘Philippines ' and -the United
States in waters abutting. the
South China Sea. : '

© . “We hope the military-to-mil-
s itary tooperation between rele-.
CHINAS Foreign Ministry said : Te:

-vant countries can promote re-

gional peace, stability and de- .

velopment instead of the con-

trary,” Hong said in a press cOn-
“ference ii Beijing on Friday, a

transeript of which was posted
" on the foreign ministry’s

- website.

Resolving disputes

He said that while China was
resolute about safeguarding its

- sovereign and relevant rights in
_the South China Sea, “we are

disputes through dialogue and
negotiation and joindy main-
tain peace and stability in the

South China Sea with the Asean

countries.” .
China has said it would deal
with the Philippines only in a bi-

nds: e . lateral dialdgue to resolve their

. Hong; however, “expressed

“concern ‘over the joint ‘rnilitary s
exercise being conducted by the

territorial disputes in the South

“Sea. - .
" The Philippines, however, is
© net keen on restarting bilateral

‘committed to resolving relevant.

‘China *Sea;”'which the Philip-".
pines calls the West Philippine .

talks with -China anytimé 00N

the disputed islands, according
to the Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA). _

 DEA spokesperson Charles
Jose said the last high-level
meeting between the Philip-
pines and China occurred dur-

_ing the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (Apec) Leaders.
Sumnit hosted by the Philip-
pines in November 2015. This
was at the level of then Foreign
Secretary Albert del Rosaric

~and ‘Foreign “Minister Wang.-of
China. S

" Chinese President Xi Jinpirg
was at the Apec summit in

Manila but he and President

- Aquino did not meet. The last.

time the two held bilateral talks
was during Beijing’s hosting of

“the Apec Leaders Summit in

November 2014

who is an expert on maritime

affairs said that resuming bilat- -
" eral talks with China “is very re-.

mote” due to Beijing’s aggres- -
“give behavior in the South Chi-
‘naSea. . .

Basis for negotiation
. The diplomat who requested
anonymity said the Phitippines

is willing to hold bilateral talks

“with China ance the arbitral tri-
bunal renders its' decision and

following the latter’s continu- China agreesto abide by i
‘ous massive military buildup on

“Ihe arbitration court’s rul-
ing should be the basis for the
negotiations of the code of con-
duct between China and
Asean,” the official told the
INQUIRER: “The ruling {on arbi-
tration) is a way forward ...
that’s when we start bilateral
negotiations with China.”

Foreign Minister Wang eariier
admitted that “for obvious rea-
sons, current China-Philippines
relations are at their lowest ebb

‘since the establishment of diplo-

“imatic relations 40 yeats ago.”

. “This is not what the Chinese
side wants to see. China is
ready, through dialogue and
consultation, to discuss and re-
solve all factors affecting the
norma! development of China-
Philippines relations, including
the maritime issue. China’s

..door for dialogue is always
Sl 0 JOPRTL and there is no such prob-
A genjor  Filipino diplomat

lem +that bilateral dialogues
_have come to an end,” Wang
had said in a statement last
-November,
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_ Newé'rép.oﬁé. abouit a gro:up of Abu Sabah by su.s;pécted ABu'Sayya'f gun-
Sayyaf bandits who kidnapped four Ma- men. :

Jaysian boat crewmen remain unverified, - Officials, however, said that they were
according to the Department of Foreign o= el .
Affairs (DFAY. . -~ ¢hecking the information as search opera-

~«We still don’t have confirmation on. ‘tions have been launched in Tawi-Tawi
+his incident. We are still waiting for and Sulu. - Delon Porcalla, AFP
verification from the DFA and other au-
tHorities,” Presidential Communications
Operations Office Secretary Herminio
Coloma Jr. said yesterday.

“Let us just wait and if there is an

update we will disserninate it as soon as
possible,” he told radio dzRB.
. Put the Armed-Forces of the Philip-
pines confirmed last Gaturday aréport
on the abduction of four Malaysian
boat crewmembers off Sempornah,
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Z. Gloria MOI‘a}esh
,.‘A Soldler S Tale

o FIRST OF al], my apologaes o members of PMA Class 1964 In
“mnylast colummn, T mentioned that in the history of the PMA,
“only two cadets graduateci asfirst captain {commander of the
.cadet corps) and class topmotcher. These were Aristed
- Ferraren (Class of. 1938) and Leopoldo Regis (Class of 1951).
* - ’On the same day the colamn’ appeared Comrodore Julito
Casiflan (Class of 1967) e—maxled me the information that Cadet
Manue! .. Arevalo -
(Class of 1964) was _
both the class valedic- "
torian and first cap-
tain - Casilla - and -

Arevalo . were not

classmates  but ‘they - g amon
belonged to the same

cadet company. . f F .czrolcm

A few days later
Navy Gapt. Winston Arpon (Class of 1964) wrote to say that
his classmate, Manuel Arevalo, was “baron” and topnotcher
of the class. The two were roomunates when Arevalo was the

first captain 2nd Arpon was on the regimental staif. Arpon _

would later become “Bravo” company commander.
There is an interesting story in connection with Arevalo’s
graduating -as the class topnotcher. According to one of his
classmates, three months before graduation, Arevalo’s class
o standmgwas actually No. 2. At around the same time, theNo. 1
““cadet was involved i an honor violation that evesitually led to
his resignatior. This turn of events put Arevalo at the top of his
class, giving him the Presidential Saber as well as the AFP Chief
of Staff Sabez' for being the ﬁr:t ciptam T
o Today, Apni 4, marks the 60th amuversary of PMA Class
1956, Jose C. Béllo Jr., from Ilocos Sur, was the class valedic.
torian while Rodrigo B. Gutang of Cebu, was the first cap-
tain. Last Saturday, a merienda cena was heid at the resi-
dence of Paul and Dolly Canalita in Antipolo, to mark the'
occasion. Itwas aIso Paul’s S:}th*bmhday _
* .
At age 96 my Au' Force colleague Lt Col Zacanas “Zac :
Morales, has put togethier in a wonderful book the experi-

-encesof a lifetime-~~from his birth in San Francisco, Panaon, .

Island, in Southern Leyte, to hisrétirement as a military offi-
cer and corporate executive in Davao City. Along the way, he
joined the Philippine Army Air Corps (PAAC), fought on the’
battlefields of Bataan, participated in the Death March, and'
escaped from captivity with the help of kmd strangers who

S gave inm food and shelter ' _ _ :

ok

Mzndanao in the 19303 was not an easy place 10 get an ecl .

weation inless one had wealthy parents. Elementary schools,
were establisked only in large mummpahues while the high

. “schools were generally located in the provincial capital. A”

~high schiool diploma was considered quite an achievement. -

. Zac Miérales went to school rather late in life. He was old- -
er than 7 years. As he explained; “We were made to extend'
olr ‘arms over our head and to reach the opposite ear. If one:

"'cotld not reach the ear, he was too young for enrollment. -
he qualified, he went’ dx,rectly to Grade 1. There was no-

preschool or }undergarten

E

40

Page:

The National Defense Act of 1935 mandated the creation-

- of a citizen army. All able-bodied male Filipinc citizens 20

years of age, were to undergo compulsory military trainizg
for five-and-a-half months. They would then be part of the

. Philippine Army Reserve Force.

This legislation would be his’ Passport to a career in the

- Armed Forces. From infantty training schools in Misamis

Occidental, Cagayan de Oro and Zamboanga City, Morales
would eventuaﬂy end up with the PAAC in Zablan Airfield 1o-
cated within Camp -Muwphy (mow Camp Aguinaldo).

Morales was assigned with the 5th Photographic Squadron

....and his first commander was Lt. Jesus Villamoz, the World
= War Il dce after’ ‘whom the Philippine Air Force base in Pasay
© 7 City is named. Hete he began to léart the rudiments of pho-

- tography, ground and aerial. He was also taught how to de-

velop film, hovr to print and enlarge pictures, In 1941, the

- PAACwould be the firét military command to be inducted 1 in-

- to the US Armed Forces in the Far East (Usaffe).

*kx

" Whenwar broke out onDec. 8, 1941, all units of the Usaffe
including the PAAC, were ordered to proceed o Bataan in ac-
cordance with War Plan Orange. The plan called for the con-
centration of military forces in one bastion for more effective

 tesistance while waiting for support and reinforcements.

PAAC elements under Maj. Pelagio Cruz, a 1935 graduate of
the PMA, occupied Saysain Cove. Morales and his squad-mates
were to defend the beach against enemy landings. Among oth-
er officers in the area was Capt. Augusto Jurado who, like Ma-
jor-Cruz; would one day serve as'commanding general of the
Philippine Ajr Force. As the situation deteriorated, rations start-
ed to dwindle. From small amownts of boiled rice with sardines,
it became watery porridge with just a pinch of salt. Severe
hunger and dehydration began to take a toll on the men.

Morales talks about starvation in the trenches: “Your befly is
full of air and grumbles incessantly. Your body is sluggish and it is

- difficult to mainta your equilibrium, Your brain is slow to re-

spond and memory fails. Your knees are weak, and walking is a
great effort. Your vision deteriorates; even your hearing suffers.”
‘On'April 9, 1942, a'messenger from the command post

~carne with the news:. We have surrendered. Weapons are to

" be destroyed and all ammunition diunped into the sea. The

mile-long convoy from across the Pacific, that was suppcseé
to relieve the defenders of Bataan and Corregidor, was sim-
ply amyth designed to maintain the morale of the troops.
Morales had this to say about the surrender. “I doubt that
anyone in Bataan at the time, Filipino or American, knew that
Washington had already decided to defend England Srst before

_the Philippines, anid that the mile-long convoy never existed,”

*As the-soldiers prepared for whiat Would be known as the

_ Death March, it was the ‘steady and calm voice of Maj. Cruz
-who kept the men together, exhorting them to maintain their

5 dignityinthe presence of theenemy.

* % &

- After the ‘war, Morales ‘would marry the [ovely Lily
Cabaliero ‘whom he had met in Cotabato in 1943, When she

- passed away after 63 years of mamage it seemed that “the

lights in his life went out.”

It is to his children Liza, Dick, Gigi, Christine, Mike and Mark,
all successful professionals, that the author dechcates his bock:
© “A man’s most valuable asset in life is his children. Jewels in

-the vault, real estate, or life insurance, do not compare with his

children when he reaches advanced age. Awalking cane canbe
a treacherous support; it can even cause a slide that leads to a

. fatal fall. But a mature child’s strong arms can steady a father’s

‘wobbling knees, What my children give me is what money can-

not buy. It is deep, undiluted love for their father,”
The book launch is scheduled for tomotrow evening at the

Alavnn Thala TTawnd o Priacaa o At
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'N January 22, 1987, police and mili-
tary forces opened fire on farmers
marching to Maldcafiang from a
) rally atthe iawasang Bonifacio after
- an earlier demonstratmn at the Department
of Agrarian ‘Reform in Quezon City. They
marched down Recto Avenue and reached
Mendiola Street but got no farther as they
were stopped by gunfire. Thirteen marchers
were confirmed dead and many others were
wounded in that incident which came {o be
known as the Mendiola Massacre.

" Seventeen years later, on ‘November 16, 2004,
plantatmn workers at the Hacienda Luisita in
Tarlac picketed the hacienda demanding fairer

wages, increased benefits, and a commitment.

“to land reform. Pohce and soldlers stormed the

~ blockade and 12 plcketmg farmers and two ch11- :

_'dren were killed.

] 'farmers and several government officials “aftér
_'__farmers in:North-Cotabato’ holdmg a-protest

. raﬁy in: KldapaWan Czty were wolently dispersed -

" by security forces last Friday. The farmers and
“Tumads from all over the provinee had gathered to
ask for government aid in the form of rice for their
families and seeds for their farms which had been

' affected by the ongoing drought. Officials said at -

"least two were dead and dozens wounded in the
gunfire that broke up the three-day rally.

As in the Mendiola and Luisita massacres,
there were conflicting claims ‘on who fired first.
And as in those two earlier incidents, no investi-
gation is likely to come up with any satisfactory
answers anytime soon.

’I‘hese two. 1nc1dei1ts 1ﬁvolvmg protestmg
] * s of the nation’s

What is likely to happen is the government

' agencies concerned will now start working more
assiduously on the farmers’ complaints. An of-

ficial of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas
(KMP) said the farmers had been demanding
the release of rice aid, as previously approved by
the governor, but the National Food Authority re-
portedly told them that their demand was “under
process.” The local government, he added, also
wanted to distribute the rice through the “food
for work” program of the Department of Social
Welare and Development. The farmers and their

famiilies were i need of urgent assistance; but
the government wanted to follow circuitous and
‘bureaucratic processes, the KMP official said.

The drought caused by El Nifio has already

affected several provinces, including 18 in

Mindanao. The heat has caused grassfires that
razed hundreds of hectares around Mount Apo.

- Farmlands have dried up and the farmers have
10 means of Jivelihood inthe: commg weeks and
“ months. The Kidapawan violence,itis: hoped, will
. move the officials concerned to act with a greater
-.sense of urgency on the needs of so many farmers
*Jike them all over the country.

As for the violent dispersal of the protest rally,
the government should make a special effort to
get to the bottom of the incident and not let this
Kidapawan killing go the way of the Mendiola and
the Luisita massacres. As Sen. Miriam Defensor
Santiago commented after the incident: “It is
vile enough that the administration has failed to
support the farmers and lumads of Kidapawan
during the prolonged drought in Mindanao. It is
downright inhuman for them to shoot at the same
people begging for help.”
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