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" The Office of the
Ombudsmar fias foun

bable cause to-file-- lez
Dt . .Probers said Purisima

criminal:charges be-

fore the Sandiganbayan
against { ormer Philip-:

oine National Police

© chief Alan Purisima and
former PNP Special Ac- -
tion Force chief Director
Getulio Napefias for:
their roles in the Jan. 25,

By MICHAEL PUNONGE

un!m&

2015 Marmasapano op--
d -~ eration that left 44 elite

GAF commandos dead.-

and Napefias should be

held liable for viclation
‘of Republic Act 3019 or

the Anti-Graft and Cor-

rupt Practices Act and
weurpation of authonty:

under Article 177 of __the_ :
g TurntoPage§

dez Jr., Noli Talifio, Richard’

dela Rosa, BEdgar Monsalve,
Abraham ‘Abayart, Raymund

Agustin Train, Michael John

Mangahis, Rey Arifio and Rec:
aredo Marasigan — were o1
dered dismissed.: o

Based on the comy Jaints
filed by the Office of the Om-

budsman's Field Investigation

Office (FIO), Purisima was’

charged for usurping official
functions and for violating the
chain of command when he
actively participated in the mis-
sion planning and execution of
Oplan Exodus despite gerving
% preventive suspension order
pver a different case.
= Napefias, onthe other hand,
Bvas considered as the former
ONP chief’s cohort for taking
‘rders from a suspended of-
%icial without the knowledge
%nd approval of then PNP
&fficer-in-charge Leonardo

““Tukanalipao. "

hort Basit Usman in Barangay

" Marwan was killed in the

- operation but-the 44 comman-
dos were killed during the |

encouniter with members of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front

“(MILF), Bangsamoro Islamic.
Freedom Fighters and private”

armed groups in Mamasapano.

During the investigation,
Purisima claimed “during his
preventive suspension, there
was never any explicit repre-
sentation that he was acting as
the chief, PNP.”

Napefias, for his part, told
ombudsman investigators
“Oplan Exodus was a high-
combat operation incapable of
perfect execution.”

Ombudsman Conchita Car-
pio Morales, in her 40-page de-

s cision, ruled “during the peri-
" od of Purisima’s suspension, he
“hadn

o authority to perform the
Jand functions; muchless
se andy/ or patticipate in
tualization, mission

- _plaﬁnihgpaild ‘execution of a
pano, Maguindanao to arrest
Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli bin-
Hir, alias Marwan, and his co-

high risk police opération.”
She said, “Purisima was
sending the unwritten yet vis-

- ible message that he was, albeit
“he was not authorized to act

and function as chief, PNP.”
- Morales added that "if Puri-

"sima had an‘iota of respect for
" the PNP chain-of command,
he should have informed; at

the very least, the details of the
Plari Exodus ‘during the tum-
over of his duties and functions
to OIC-PNP chief Espina.”

As for Napefas, the Office
of the Ombudsman ruled that
“by taking orders from the
suspended Purisima, fit] can
be construed as an act in agree-
ment to commit the crime of
usurpation of official functions
with Purisima.”

“INapefias’] justification to
heed such order — that Puri-
sima was the Commander-in-
Chief's most trusted man and
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JpE———

. was allowed by the President
to pamcxpa’te in

edhlmse 1
'&1 :

1o be §0 1N te
PNE: chain of. comman
gwmg instructions 1o,

roving th

the planning

. and mﬂuenrze Ag
_._chlef PNP o mduce Napenas,-‘:-:__ vith the pl:

T

contract anomaly in c:mnec«

inesretative to Oplan Bxodus”

prc
Malacanang ‘to

tion with the de‘hvery of gun '

pmpex start~

ﬁment the 0
s budsman Sald
Napefias were.

'1mstratweh

“Hon:to Napénas
_fateful date,

and execution the Oplan— permits. 3

. .doesnot lie,” Morales said: - - Despite }us preventwe sus- 'p

“the OFfice of £ the Ombuds—-_' ension, Purisima, along with eration;: const

man said the chatge for violas: Napefias, ‘coordinated a TOp-.. 'pre—operatxona TOm
Honof Section 3(a) of RA 3019 level meeting W1 ith officers. of - ' vents
' stands ‘as Purisima wielded- the Armed Forces of the Philip~ forma-

durmg that
and; bought up—

Pur151ma and
also' found ad-

auty. P
‘the best mterest of the service.
However, since Purisima
was ordered dismissed from
the service in Iune 2015 and
Napefias retired in July 2015,
the alternative penalty. of fine
equivalent to their salary of one
jeay was imposed.

- They were also. meted the

that based on’ ‘documents and ~ President withmission updates :
and a new concept of opera-

“evidence reviewed by the panel

of investigators, the PNP-SAF tions.

submitted to Purisima the con- Four days Jater, on Jan. 13,
2015, Napefias sought Purl

cept of operations for Oplan
Terminator 1 and 1I, targetmg sima’s approval of the second-
ary date for the conduct of

bomb exper% Marwary, No-
yember 2014. ' "operatlons scheduled from Jan.
The followmg month, the 231026, '
Office of the Ombudsman fs- Records allegedly reveal _accessory penalties of per-
sued an order directing Puri- that Purisima gave the intel- petual d1squahf1cat10n for
sima’s preventive suspensson ligence packet t0 Napefias and reemployment in government
effective from Dec. 9, tasked the GAY to conceptual~ service; forfeiture of retire-
ize the Marwatl operation and ment benefits and cancella-

*to June 10, 2015 relatwe o
the WERFAST courier service also directed Napefias 10 brief tion of eligibility-
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By TarraQuismundo

BAGUIO CITy—its findl:
run for

“Sen. Grace Poe can
‘president: 0
. Removing the legat impediment. to
Poe’s candidacy, the Supreme. Court
yesterday decided with finality to al-
low the senator t0 seck the land’s high-
est post, throwing sut reconsideration
pleas that the Commission on Flec-
fions {(Comelec) and critics had filed to
. -pu_sh-fqr.her.disquaﬁﬁcaﬁﬂni R
- During its first sUmmer &1 banc ses--
sion here this” yeas ‘the high'court
juriked all three motions for réconsider-
atjon against the high court’s March 8
ruling that had upheld Poe’s quatifica-
on as a presidential candidate, a court
source told the INQUIRER. - .
The separate pleas, fled by the Com-
elec, a joint appeal by former Govern-
. rrient Service insuraﬁcé_.'Syster_n_c}ﬁef le-
* gal counsel Estrella ‘Plaraparo, former

~ University of the East law dean Amado
yaldez, former Sen. Francisco “Kit” Tatad,
De La Salle University professor Antonio
Contreras, and third one fited solely by

- Valdez, were Allthrownout. . -
o . IPSFINAL/A22
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Couz't spokesperson Theodore
. announced in his press brief-

g yesterday that the, cowt:
otld . make  an - “official an-

)uncement oh the motions on

pril. 9, exactly a month before.- -
e May balloting. The court 1S

so'expected ! to release separate

sinions that ‘the " justices | will
rite o the final ruling by that
me. ‘However Te did not dls- -

ose details of the decision.”

“Poe’s critics and legal experts' :

ave been calling for a speedy
ssolution of the case, given the
ansequences on 'the electoral
FOCESS.

‘Vesterday’s ruhng permanent- _

Fveided Comelec’s resolutions
1at canceled the certificate of
md;dacy (COC) filed by Poe,

7ho has been consistently’ op-

' yet 0 be released the denlal cf _
- the motions for reconsideration .
meant the high court had opted to
uphold” the majority decision,
‘which said the Comelec had com-
mitted - grave abuse-of dxsc:re‘ﬁon :

in canceling Poe’s COC.»

©It-has yet to be clear WhethEI
the justices held & revote on the
merits of the cdse, pamculariy
the thamv mt1zenshlp and resi

dency questions that had hung .

over Poe’s candidacy. -

“Inthe March 8 lan dmark rui- :
“ing perzned by Associate Jusizce 9

Jose Perez, the tourt said Poe “i
a quahﬁed candidate for Prem-
dent in the May 9 elections,” as
she is natural-born and met the
10-year residency requirement
for presidential candidates.

The court ruled that Poe, while

a foundhng of unknown parent-
-age;~ was natural-born,-.as - the
© 1935 Consttution had- mtendecl

ing preelection Surveys. _
While details of the ruling have  to include gbandoned babies un-
e
”F B RNy (RET PUELL AFFERE - Emal etl canneET AU
e — ' ~ - ] " ——-_"_‘_.“WMM-W

der this class 6f cétizens”de‘spité" q

.the lack of an explicit provision
onsuch inclusion. . . '

Born in 1968, Poe is covered
by the prewar Constitution.

zen in 2001 but reacqun'ed her

Philippinecitizenship in 2006
“and then renourxced her-USal-

legiance in ‘2010, had satisfied

the 10-year ‘minimum for ‘the

domicile of a presidential candi-
date, saying the reckoning date

of het refurn-to the Philippines

should-be May 24, 2005. -

Poe - had retumed fo the
Philippines on that day, fully in-
tent at reestablishing domicile
in the Philippines and uproot-
ing her family'from the Usited
States, the court ruled.

Poe’s critics contended that
_Poe.may. not .be _considered a
natural-born citizen, and - that
she féll short of the residency re-

The court slso ruled that Poé :
'who became an American cifi-

uirement, having declared in.
her 2012 €O for senator that.

- she reestablished domicile in the

Philippines orly in June 2006.

. The respondents also cited

the lack of aclear majouty in-

fhe high courtruling, given'sep-

arate votes o the c:1t1zensh§p

‘andrésidencyisgies. . _
- ‘While the wirt voted G- 6 to

“cite Comelecin g-rave abuse of

discretion, seten Jusnces voted - -

to-‘declare thit Poe'is natural- ..

born, five disented, and three
dld nottake pet.

" The cotrt ilso dred” sepa—
rateiy on the residency’ ques-
tion, with sevq in favor and six
against affirming that Poe had
satisfied the ssiderrty require-
ment: _

" Only a mjority vote—Or
eight out of be 15 high court
magistrates—nalkesa ruling a_

~legal precedat, the' respon-

dents had asspred.
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| HONORING THE VETS I R e

| Petals rain on the Tomb of The Unknown Sofdier at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in ceremonies led by Defense

| Secretary Voltaire Gazmin, marking Philippine Veterans Week on Tuesday. o MARIANNE BERMUDEZ °
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LOILGO CITY — The Commis-
sion on Elections (Comelec).
said to date, it has not identi-
fied any election hotspots in
estern Visayas when it concerns
the synchronized local and. natmnal
élections on'May 9, 2016, :
- Atty.‘Rafael Olano Regmnal
Director of the Comelec in Western
'Vlsayas (Comelec-6), said no local-
ity in the region has so far, been
included in the poll’ bodv s ectlon :
Watch list areas (EWA :
Olafio made this
durmg a-meeting yes
Regional Joint Security € at
ing Centerin Region VI RISCE

epresented by.the ed. Py
of the Philippities. (AFP) Ph
pme National Pohce (PNP
Comelec. S
i - According to Olano to date, ne

election-related violent in¢ident

has occurred in the region Whlch is

in Western Visayas, Comelec-6 continues

to stand by while the Philippine Army’s
3rd Infantry Division {3ID) and the Police
Regional Office in Region VI (PRO-6)
continue to monitor the situation.

In the May 2013 elections, 43 locali-
ties in Western Visayas with a history of

violence perpetrated by camps of war-

ring politicians were included in the
Comelec’s EWA list
Days before the May 13, 2013 elec-

'COMRADE IN UNIFORR
:;;_-mfamt " Division (SID) wel

is part of the “32nd Balikatan-
“town, Capiz province fast Momiay, ‘Aprll 4, 2016. This is the second time

the Baﬂkatan is being held on Panay istand. (Yara Yap)

made up of the provinces of Ak-
" lan, Antique, Capiz, Guimaras, .-
Iloﬂo provinces, and Negros

* Soidiers belonging fo the Philippine Army’s 3rd
come thell countérparts in the United States

for the joint civil mmtary operaﬂons that
cises at Camp Peralta In Jamindan -

Occidental.
While no area has yet been
identified as an election hotspot

.%ions', the husband of Mayor Ligaya
Apura of Lemery town in Hoilo province
was killed. Along with his driver, John

_ Apura was campaigning for his wife’s

reelection as mayor.

Aside from a history of private armed
groups, another criteria for inclusion in
Comelec’s EWAs list is the presence of

insurgent groups like the Commnunist

Party of the Philippines’ armed ally, the
New People’s Army (NPA)
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The FHlanila Times

ZAMBOANGA CITV: Government

soldiers killed an 11-year boy who
was hunting wild ariimals and birds
forfoadina viliage in‘Davao City on
Monday.

" The victim = Damel Ferrer Swas

with another companion when

soldiers fatally shot him'in the village

calted Stbulan in Toril district. -

His family is seeking justice forthe

hoy and sought the help of the Commis- *

sion on Human Rights {CHR). -

" The Phiippine Arriy and the Eastern

Mindanao Command did not give any

" statement about the killing of the . -~
hapless boy, but media teports have _

Page: é (

identified the perpet;ators as membefs_ i

of the 2nd Scout Ranger Battalion,’

. N phioto of the boy’s biody = which aE~_

ready went viral on soclal media ~ showed
a hiige hole in the chest. it was ot knawn

AL JACINTO

" “whether he was shot frbm'béhind andthe -
“bullet exlted In the chest. '
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THE CHIEF of the Jomt Task_'.
Group Suiu was relieved of his |
- post vésterday, following a se-
- 'tigs “of daring abductions in"
Mirdanao suspected to have
been-.carried - out by the Abu

: Sayyaf extremist group.

“Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado

,lumself aﬁnounced his relief in
a post on the Joint Task Group
Sulu's Facebook page.

“4Orders have been issued for
nty relief as commander, Joint
Task Group Sulu, and the relief
of Brig. Gen. Jose Cabanban as
deputy chief,” Arrojado posted.

He did not say why he was'

being relieved of his post. -
*i‘he removal of the two fol-

__headed one:

cers took effect yest.'e'fday' “Maj.
'Gen Gerardo Bamentos Jr w:]l-

Ano;ados_ elief came aft
series of daring: kidnappings be- -
lieved to have been perpetrated by - -

“the Abu Sayyaf whose strongho]ds o
‘are in Sulu and Basilan. _

The Abu Sayyaf is beheved to _
be hoiding their capﬂves n Su-.
Tu, for whom" the} have de-
manded ransom. -k

Last year, | the zerror group be-_ '

hostages, promptmg President
Aquino to order intensified mil-
itary operations in Mindanao:
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By Mario J. Mallari -

Joint Task Group Sul.

of fokeigners in. sonthern
Philippines; military Joint Task:;
~ Group Sulu commander Brig. Gen..

- Alant Afrojado was relieved from his -
~post f T
- Arrgjado’s relief was announced
tn apost over the Facebook page -
of JTG-Sulu yesterday afternoon. o
- “Arfojado confirmed his relief but -

- would not comment on Why and™
" where 15 his next assignment.

ffactive yesterday. .00

Sabah. The vietims were reporiedly
brought to Suiu.”

The military has ot confirmed

Ahatthe:Malaysians were sneaked .
“into ':"'gouthern" Philippines but
admitied there are ongoing

coordination between the Philippine
and Malaysian authorities regarding
the #hdaction. e

Tast March 28, 10 Indonesian
crew members of J akarta-registered

the spate of kidhappings -
' along Languyan Island two dayslater.

The relief of Arrojado came
following the kidnapping pver the’
weekerid of four Malaysians from.. -

Page:

- tug oatoBrakman 12 were

intercepted off the waters off Tawi
Tawi. Their vessel was recovered

.. Thetugboat, with a__s_isterbaat

“Toaded with 7,000 tons of coal, was
on routé to Batangas when

*intercepted at high seas. - ..

“ Reports tagged the
Sayyaf subleader Abu Misaya as

group of Abu

responsible in the kidnapping of the

‘Indonesians: The bandits hiave
“reportedly demanded P50-million

ransom. - .
_ However, the military said it is

;| stiil validating such report. o
... The spate: of ki_dnappings

happened while the military - is
continuously conducting focused
military operations against the Abu
Sayyaf band of Radullan Sahiron in

" Sutn and Isnilon Hapilon in Basilan:

No less than President Aquino
ordered the intensified combat
gperations against the Abu Sayyaf
1ast November afier the handits
beheadsd Malaysian captive Bernard
Then in Jolo.
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guirer Mindando .
AUSWAGAN, Lanao del

allets flew as followers
ashed anew'in front of th
ay, resulting in injuries to

Soldiers and policemen Tecov-
-ed at least 100 sharpened bam-
a0 poles, three bladed weapons
nd a siingshot inside the mumnic-
sal building after the melee, said

ized Battalion.

The fight began when newly:
nstalled Mayor Florante Capi-
an arrived to formally assume
vis duties and responsibilities
‘ollowing a Supreme Court rud-
ng that disqualified his prede-
sessor, Rommel Arnado, from
curining in the 2013 elections. L
*" Arnado’s - supporters, “Who

have been camping outside the

£, Col. Galileo-Goyena J; coln- -
-ander of the Army’s sehMecha- .

of two rival politicians

e municipal hall on Mon-

at least eight people.

cown hall, prevented Capitan
from entering . 'the building,
prompting the new mayor’s
suppotters to come fo hig aid.
Soon after, a melee erupted.

C A 16-year-old leukemia pa-

tient, who was accompanied by -

her mother to seek treatment at
the municipal health center,
was among those hit by way-

“ward stones,

Capitan blamed Arnade for
the violence on-Tuesday, saying

he had been feeding those who
were manning the bairicade. He

claimed that stx of his followers

were among those fjured.”
But Dean Quijano, one of Ar-

- the town

nado’s lawyers, said ‘his client

had Ho hatid in the violence and

S : i _ that his supporters had acted on
NOﬁwStoneS'and metal ey

therrown

o .“What we are prcﬁbébly see-

“itig ‘here is'the natural reaction
of the people. They might have -
believed that they were also de-

prived of their right to chioose
when Arnado was unseated,”
Quijano said.
the food rationed to the
protesters came from the oust-
ed mayor .

le.said Arnado, ‘whom _the
Supreme Court unseated for re-

peatedly using his US passpost

even after winning the 2010
elections as mayor, had already

stepped down and gave way to-

Capitan’s agsumption.

In January, at least three
civilians were wounded when
armed men, allegedly led by Af-

nada, fired at tents set up by

SUpporters . outside

Capitan’s
hall. The shooting

He denied that

BLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.amy201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

‘happened about an hour before
the Commission ol FElections
-implemented the'gun banid

- Two days later, seven pETsons

“were injured in a clash between

“fotlowers of the two politicians.

Capitan’s group;’ backed by the
camp of Casan Maquiling, an-
other Arnado rival, tried to en-
ter the town hall, claiming that
Capitan had already Jbeen . in-
stalled ag mayor o
~ Soldiers have been' deployed
to -prevent more violence from
occurring. Capitan said he would

rait for ‘miore policeforces. e
“fore formalty assurning his post. -

Lt. .Col, Leomar Jose Doc-
tolero, -commander of - -the
Army's 15th Infantry Battalion,
irged the camps of Arnado and
‘Capitan to respect the rule of
taw. “We don’t take sides and I
am calling on the supporters of
both camps 10 avoid confronta-

blooashed, he said. ~

sion and  violence to: prevent
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2 soldiers,
4 cops held

-By}:gger } Jerasaiem _
_fnguzrerMmdanao '. o

CAGAYAN DE ORG cm:—
. Commnist rebels’ sezzed“ fqur_

_policemen and’ two ‘sol t

~.checkpoints they set’ upin ‘cet-
tain areas in Bukidnon, Misamis
Oriental and Agiisan del Norte
provinces on Sunday morning..

“We are establ lishing a com~
munication channe! - [with: the
abductors] to have the police of-
ficers released,” said Supt. Surki
Serefias; spokesperson for the
policedinNorthern Mindatian:

In an e-mail, the New People’s
Army {NPA), military wing-of the
Communist Party of the Philip-
pines, identified its captives .as
SPO1 Warren Hansol Cofiales,

PO3 Edwin Castor, retired PO Or—
lando Magamay, SPO4 Rene
Rombo, Pfe. Glenn Austria and

_Pfc, Diven Abjon Tawide. .. -

- The rebels put up roadbiocks
in Barangays Capitan Bayong mn
Impasug-ong town, Sanitiago in
Manolo Fortich town, and
Ticalaan in Talakag town, all in
Bukidnon; Barangay Mandahi-
lagin 'i'ahsayan Misamis Orien-

tal; and Carmen, Buenawsta_

and Las Nieves towns in Agusan
del Norte province.

They left with their captives
after 30 minutes.

The NPA’s North Central Min-
danao Region said in a state-

‘ment that Cofiales, who is sta-
- tioned .at the Impasug~ong mu-
: mclpal policé, and Castor, who-
.Is assigned to Wao, Lanao del
- Sur-province, were captuted in

Capitan Bayong Cofiales’ _9mm
Glock pistol was confiscated,.
In- Barangay Santiago; the '

;NPAs FEdstern Misamis Or;entaf— .
Northeastern Bukidnon Subre- -

gional Command flagged down _
motorists passing through the
provincial road and handed out
reading materials on the Com-

_prehensive Agreement on Re-

spect for Human Rights and In-
ternational Humanitarian Law, -

«Rombo; who is -assigned«to
the Kitioguitan municipal pe-:
lice, was taken at the roadblock
in Mandahilag, His 9mm ‘and -
-45 cal. pistols were seized. . .

Magamay was abducted in
the same area but was released
due to health reasons through
the help of a barangay ofﬁc1a1
according to Serefias. ...

In Buenavista, the rebels took
Austria and Tawide, both be-
longing to the 'Army’s 23rd In-
fantry Battalion,

] I 5285, 5295
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' By ROEL PARENO

7 AMBOANGA CITY - Sus-
pected militants reportedly ai-
filiated with the regional terror
group Jemaah Islamiyah have
Fidnapped six sawmill opera-
tors in Butig, Lanao del Sur, an
official said yesterday.

“The victims were identified
as Tado Honaboas, Buloy Ha-

nobas, Gabriel Hanobas, Ma-

kol Hanobas, Adnois Mendez
and a certain Isoy.
Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokes-

man for the Western Mindanao §

Command, said reports reach-
ing his office showed that the
gunmen swopped down on

Col. Roseller Murillo, com=
mander of the.1 OSrd--%?x;f;r?? :
Brigade;said the gunménﬁélb%

_to a group led by the Malte-
brothers, who weze behind the
attack on a military detachinent
in Butig in February that trig-
gered a series of clashes, which
displaced thousandsof villagers.
Government troops overran
the main camp of the terrorist

_saw'miﬂs i Purok 4, -Baran--4 group after al .
gay Sandab around 11 am.on | of mirl)i'taryro%g;gzzzg-g: ks
Monday and took the victims R Iaim;igﬁd .

_ e

at gunpoint.
Sources said the victims

were brought to Camp Darul
Iman, an enclave of the Moro
Islamic Liberaton Front (MILF)

in Barangay Sandab.

1t. Col. Benedicto Mamqws
First Tabak Division acting pub-
Tie affairs office chief, said they

were talking with the Coordi-

nating Committee on Cessation !

of Hostilities with the MILF for

the release of the hostages.

!

FF i “
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3 hurt
in Cotabato:
college blast
~ COTABATO CITY - Three
‘persons were wounded when .
an exploston ripped through |
a state college in this city on
‘Monday night..

Musicdl band members
Neil Borja, Dondon -~
Bangis and Tyrone Jore .
were preparing to leave
the Cotabato City State -

olytechnic College after -
the graduation ball when
the bomb exploded. They
uffered shrapnel wounds in
various parts of thebody.

‘Responding police and

Army bomb disposal experts .

said the improvised explosive:
_device (TED) could have been :

;

was ongoing, but the blasting .
mechanism malfunctioned,
delaying the explosion. _
é Two hours later, a military |

an IED left near a waiting

| Datu Odin Sinsuat town.
_ Apasserby who saw the
IED reported the matter to
the police.

Personnel of the Datu
Odin Sinsuat police and
intelligence unit of the
6th Infantry Battalion are
investigating the incidents.

—John Unson

detonated when the party 1

bomb disposal team defused

| ched near the entrance of the
Maguindanao Airport and |
the Army’s Camp Siongeoin ™.

EPage: )(i
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.'_as afield .commander of the BIFF

D
bomb makmg and guerrilla operations
_against clements oi the Slxth Infantry
_Division (Sth ID)..
He Was alsa beheved o' have been

soldiers and police ofﬁcers at'the Co-
tabato Regmnal and Medical Center’
CRMC) over the weekend, according
o Criminal Investigation and Detec- .
1t Group in the Autonomous Reglon
Muslim' Mindanao " (CIDG-ARMM) _ ::
ﬁﬁcer A1 Charge Chzef Insp Wlmam_j- mphe

City and Tacurong in Sultan Kudarat
where bombings have occurred dumng
the first quarter of 2018, o

Police mteihgence information also
showeci Kawilan wasalso'a gun. for hlre :

and offered his services to politicians.
- For more thana month, the Army’s
6th ID, through its Task Force Central,
Jaunched in February air and ground
assaulfs against the BIFF after it ha-
rassed workers of a fload control proj-
. ectin Datu Salibo. .

Five soldiers were killed and 26 oth-
ers were injured during the operation.
The military could not say how many
BIFF fighters were neutralized during
the operation.

and -military “intelligence operatlvesf '

a2 "'s'pé't"'é of :élé'.r"rhi's'h'és"zﬂ ba'tu Sahbo,

~Santos said a tipster aierted the po-

: hee and-CIDG-ARMM about his pres-
-ence’in the hospltal Where he- sought

“ Kawilan was mcluded in the Bth ID
intelligence watch Jist for his involve-

..ment in the series of road side bomb-

ing against soldiers and civilians in

~Datu Satibo and nearby mumc:paht;es
-of Maguindanao. :

While. most of the. BIFF forces

" are concentrated in Magumdanaos
“interior villages, Kawilan hasbeen

memtored to be- frequentmg Cotabato

OFHCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -~ Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmait.com - Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose. Servin

za

1 the people. Secunng the land.




-~ ! — i Lt - - 3 - ¥ - . v
Ly vision By DURE & wWORO-oigss Arrm thal i & SOLITE

OFFICE OOF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: sacpa.army20t 2@gmaii.com ~ Tel ne {07) B4E-0558 Local E28E 5208

(E)L( Aprit 201

&

'No extension

* Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines (AFP) chief Gen. Her-
nando Iriberri is looking for- ~
ward to his retirement in‘the -
third wéek of this.month,.
dousing ‘talk .of possible ex-.
“tension of sérvice throtigh the -

May 9 elections. = 7

. AFP Public Affairs Office.

~ chief Col. Noel Detoyato said
over the past weeks, Iriberri

hasbeen visiting field military -
{inits, & military tradition of-

saying farewell to the troops,
also known as an exit call.

. “He is focused on retiring
on April 22,” Detoyato said,
referring to Iriberri’s 56th

for r;eﬁrmg

- By JAME LAUDE

birthday and the mandatory

~ No one yet has been ap-

‘tenders that the Department

‘of National Defense (DND}
would be endorsing for Presi- -
Aquino to pick Iriberri’s

dent
replacement. e
. There have been reports

of possible extension for Iri-
bérri since President Aquino’
is barred from appointing or -

designating any official before
‘and -after the elections under

" the Omnibus Election Code.

“deputy chief of staff last Friday,

top military post. .
Meanwhile, two seriior mili-
tary officers were reassigned
and assumed two key military
posts at the AFP headquarters
at Camp Aguinaldo. :
- ’Army Brig. Gen. Rhoderick .
Parayno assumed the post as
commander of the AFP Civil
Relations Service (CRS) on
Monday, replacing acting com-
mander Marine Col. Edgard
Arevalo who initially took over
from Brig. Gen. Joselito Kak-
ilala, who retired last week.
Ajr Force Maj. Gen. Salva-
dor Mison assumed as the AFP

the post vacated by Lt. Gen. Ed-
gar Falldrina who was recently
designated by President Aquino
as the new commander of the
Philippine Air Force (PAF) fol-
lowing the retirement of Lt. Gen.,
Jeffrey Delgado.~

" As this developed, twoserior
anti-terror officials based inSulu

were ordered relieved of their
posts effective yesterday.

The relief of Brig. Gen. Alan
Arrojado, commander of Joint
Task Force-Sulu, cameé as a sur-
prise as the military and other
law enforcement agencies still
have their hands full running

retirement age in the military.

pointed to replace Iriberri. The -
AFP Board of Gerierals has yet .
to-come up with the list of con~

AFP chief

Iriberri’s scheduled retire-
ment from the service is 17
days-ahead of the elections on
:--Detoyato, however, dis-
‘missed the reports; sayirig Iri-
berri is not that presumptuious
“and in fact isnow preparing to
‘return tociviianTife. .

A graduate -of Philippine
Military Academy (PMA)

*Class of 1983, Iriberri is bow-

ing out and leaving a number
of his classmates stiil in the
active service. .

- All of his classmates are
highly qualified to assume the

after the Abu Sayyaf. -~
Relieved without any ex-
planation with Arrojado is-
his deputy, Brig. Gen. Jose. =
Cabanban. _
The relief order was relayed
to the two senior officials by

_the Zamboanga City-based

Western Command (Wescom).

Arrojado would only say
“no comment” after confirm-
ing his relief. .

Currently, Joint Task Force-
Sulu is conducting operations
in the island province to locate
and rescue foreign and lo-
cal hostages held by the Abu
Sayyaf in Sulu. '
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' DAVAO CITY - The Eastern Min-

: :dahae Command (Eastmincom) of the
A & Philippines (AFP)
eople’s - Arnly

med the Ne

'-._::(NPA)' for its “eowardly acts” after it
‘ ' htning blockadesin the prov- -

ihces of Bukidron, Agusan del Norte

“‘anid Misarmis Oriental; and abducted’
- Hive: govemment secumty personneli :

. Iast Sunday.
g “These are

.' ':f;he rights of the people,” said Eastmin-

‘chieckpoints were “ust forms of inttmi-

peace—fovmg residents in the area.

: wafaiy' 3ac£s‘ for an
“armed group jpretending to. fight for.

" eom ‘acting spokesperson Maj. Hzra-
.Balagtey -who ~maintained that - the "

dation and coercion that victimized the-
s as .contradiction. .of . what,__'

the PP (Communist Party - of the
' thpplnes) _NPAs ‘are claiming that

-they are ﬁghtmg for the mghts nf the

péople,” Balagtey. said.

~ U NPA rebels; in full ba‘ctle gear, si-
'u!taneously set up_.__road blockades

co different location

ayanin. Misamis’ ‘Oriental.

Patulangan in Barangay Bayong in

'Impasug ong town, Bukidnon; Castor

at.a checkpomt in Wa o town in Lanao

del Sur; .and at an ‘Rombo ‘at dn NPA”
checkpomt in ’I‘ahsayan town, M1sam1s :

_ Car‘fﬂén, i
Agusan-de Norte; -mpasug—ong town -
in Bukidnon; “and it the town of Talw_-

. ing sethacks due to- mtensified law en-

'--_*forcement aperatmn& of government

" troopers and the withdrawal of gupport
of a number of their members and sup-

: porter.s, in Nox*thern and. Southern Min-
danso.” . .

Onental s : o
~ Austia and Tamde Were captured .
by the NPA at a checkpoint ¢ established .-

“-alonig the national highway.in Rc:;)aies

Carmen town, Agusan del Noptessivi
- “This lSadabt&t‘cﬂy actof projecting

* an image of strength at the expense of
; ' peace-loving: commumities,” Balagtey
- ermphasized, adding. that the piittingup

The PNP. persormel who ‘are now ot thé”checkpomts was just “a desper- .

_under- the msurgents’ custod3 were".
identified as SPOL Warren Hansol Co-
“fales, PO Edwin Panis- ‘Castor; and
'SPO4 Rene Rombo, while the soldiers '
- were. PFCs Gienn Austaa and Diven
- Abion Tawide.

-Coflales was captured at an NPA _
-road block &t Sayre - h1ghway of Sitio

ate'move. of the NPAs after, expenenc :

“With iﬁhis Eastmmcom wﬁl exert
its effort fo rescue the abducted PNFP

:and Army personnel without compro-

mising the rule of law, respect of hu-.
“manrights-and adherence to Intern: -

tmnai Humamtanan Law g
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THE WA

ARILA:

o Party {LP)standardbearerand former

 ““Secretary Manue] “Mar” Roxas H,ohe

©of ber rivals in the presidential race, -

“met with sctive military and police
generaisinQuezon City. -« oo
. “Paliusap ko Jang, sivempre, sa FITE

dahil kandidat”

gt samilitary bindi lamang dant KAcie
 akolamdi dahilito'ynaazayon saatingbatas
na ola ay dapat magingnel

" na sa araw ng halalan at sa panahon ng
- kampanya (My appeal to o PNP and the

. military, not because T am a candidate, but -
pecause under the law they are required -

" 4o be neufral especially during the day of

' theelections and during the carpaign pe-
. rio)}’ Poe said atthe sidelines 0
. rally in Valenzuela City.

U nggpagkat ang una nilang responsi-

-. pilidad ay tiyakin ang kaligtasan ng lahat

'ai_lrxindi}amangngiﬁangpaxﬁdo' (Because -

their primary responsibility is to ensure
everyone’s safety and not just selected
political parties),” she gaid. o
. The reports alieged that a Roxas staff
member was spotted meeting with four
police officials in civilians clothes. The four
police generals were identified as Director
Generoso Cerbo Jr, headof the Directorate
for Intelligence; and Chief Superintendents
- Renier Idio, Bernardo Diaz, and Ronald
Santos. . R
Tdio is the regional director of the
Cagayan Valley police, while Diaz heads
the Western Visayas regional police of

e

tral, lalong-alo.

apolitical

- ymilitary officials

28 LEADING WEWBPAPER

“fice, Santos is deputy reglonal director for
" administration for Calabarzon. . . S

- e closed-door meeting happened at
" the Novotel Hotel at the Araneta Center
owned by the Roxas family. Thefour police -

officials were also reportedly seen in the
-comp'anyfof_fmﬁred-pqlicei_-..oﬁﬁqiai,Ma:.cel_o

- The group allegedy met o discuss -
meastres to ensure the conduct of the -

May 9,2016 elections would bé orderly and

... “Well, 1 do hope s0 that that what they
~giscussed is for gveryone’s benedit. T re-

* allydoriotknow what the meefingwasall
- about, but 11 ybel_ieve_-.ﬂ;at__-.pgliceZa__ng_i-.;'

_mvolved in anything related to campaign
and elections, unless it is only to ensure
tnat, the exercise would be fair, clean and

_safe” she said nFilipino.: ot

- Poesaidshe hopes the Aquino govern-
mentwould heedthe CommissiononElec-

tions’ (Comelec) warning that uniformed
personnel are also barred from campaign-
ing for or against particular candidates.

“Iot only the President, but everyone .

in government. Just because they are the
ones in power doesn't mean they should
hold them under their influence for their
own benefit,” she said.. :

“Because theirmandateis nottoserve
themselves but the people,” she stressed.

challenged PNP chief Director

. enged PNE ¢ ector General
Ticardo Marquez fo be nor-partisan and |
: m_smyawayﬁom_poﬁﬁas{.___ o

" have the right o meddie and favor any
candidates, He tookan oath 0 ensurethat -
' -.Gafbd-sr.,--foﬁnér;PNE:_dépat;y chief for credlblehesaldm'l‘agalog ‘
i s L ';Escudérf}fal'sp-'qiiés%iaﬁed'_ﬁx_e'ini?erai
- Party's silence on ﬂié_a&ieged_m? mecting - ;

st refrain from getiing:

My appeal to PNP Chief Marques
dortt meddle in the electiori He does ot

s election will be fair and most of all,

with thegenerals. -

. “Imnderedwhymiaykept;%ileﬁtabm_t_:
this because even ina small issue; their
spokesperson has always things to say,”

but in this serious and pig matter, they

onthealleged meeting F

generals to explain theil presen
meeting, which was attended by a cortain
Thea Reyes, a staff of former ] 11LG chief |

~ Also sighted attending the. meet-
ing were Ret. Army General Reynaldo
Ardo, Ret. PNP Deputy Director General
Marcelo Garbo and was Maj. Gen; Oscar
Lactao, the recently appointed inspec-.
tor general of the Armed Forees of the -
itpines. cs

 (erho, Idio, Diaz, Santos and Lac-
tao are members of Philippine Military
Acadery “Maharlika Class” of 1084 which
adopted Roxasas honorary member. (With
a report from Charissa M. Tach

m—— M-

e
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By Julie M. Aurelio -~ o

us MARINES taking part iri the ‘Balikatan
sxercises “have - fired: six ‘reduced-range
practice rockets using the high mobility ar-

tillery rocket system (HIMARS) dat the Crow . sec o1 WWW. _ _
' e 7 practice rockets were Seen beifig fired into

Valley Range Complex in Tarlat: oo
"It was the first time’ that the HIMARS
platform was fired on Philippine soil. Ba-
1ikatan is the bilateral war games between
US and Philippine troops. _
. Capt. Celeste Frank Sayson, Balikatan
‘spokesperson for the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, confirmed the launching of the
practice rockets on Monday. .

" He added - that Philippine froops were

presett to observe the firing exercise.

“The HIMARS, of the M142 High Mobility
Artillery Rocket Systera, is a light multipie

‘tocket launcher _moun’ted ‘oh a standard

‘inediuin taétical vehicle truck frame. -

. In avideo lasting three minutes and 44

‘seconds posted on www.dvidshub.net, six

“honexplosive material.

the air.

The prac{icé rockets were fired by US

Marines from the second platoon of the Fox
Battery under the 14th Marine Regiment.
The video was posted by a certain
Cpl. Jonathan Lopez. :
The practice rockets have a maximum
range of 15 kilometers and ballasted with

The HIMARS platfarm '*v_s_nl'l be used agéin

R

Page:

dufing the Balikatan live-firé exercises in
CrowValleyon April14... .. . . .
US defense secretary Ashton Carter has

expressed interest in observing the live-fire

exercises, the first time that the HIMARS

‘platform will be used in the Pacific. -

The firing of rockets using the HIIMARS
platfoim is seen as ohe of the tighlights of
this year’s bilateral war games involving
around 8,500 US and Philippine troops.

Eartier, Maj. Gen. Rodolfo Santiago, assis-
cant exercise director for the Philippine
troops, said the US military will be using in-
ert rocket rounds in the live-fire exercises.

Rockets are said to be inert when
stripped of explosives and other active ma-
teriais. o LT
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- Unites States ‘Marines par-
ficipating in this year’s Phl-US
Balikatan 2016 joint military
exercises test-fired one of their
1e"'cb'aIWge'apéhsdépit)yéd_aﬁ:ﬂle
gurnery range in Crow Valley,
Capas, Tarlac yesterday s
© Capt. Celeste Frank 5ay st

said US Marmes

Philippines, i3t
Marine Regiment-

From the 4th

Yelivered six rounds contain- . paig

%ng non-explosive roufids Gs-
ing two M142 High Artillery
Rocket System. .

- wThey fired siX rounds yes-
terday using the HIMARS
slatform at a reduced range of

15 kilometers in preparation

ot the final exercises on-April-

44, Sayson said.
© 'The testing, part of the on-
going joint war games, was

activities would likely include

simulated responses in the
event of 4 shooting war in the.

Gotith China Sea or West Phil-
ippine Sea. - o

“For a nation, if we can't
defend our rights through
peaceful means - that’s why
we brought our case before
the United Nations, o the
(arbitral) tribunal -~ to find ot
if there’s basis to the claims of
China on these areas, which
are closer to us than China”
Roxas told reporters here.

#7111 defend our rights. Il de-
fend our territorial integrity and
enter into treaties or ailiances
so that we can strengthen our
defense of our territory,” he said.

“What's important is we are
under the security umbrella of

“Tive fire drills, which would be- _ _
openiod ..~ exercises in Palawarn, £a%
 bales, Pampanga and at Tort

 mobile and land-based lethal
Balikatan spokesmarn for fhe weapons in the US: Marines’:

wes inventory which they tsed .
“during their

S nded 1o find out possiblein-
¢ terference during the conduct of :

open to the media on April 14
With a maximum Tange of

300 Kilometers, HIMARS ;
considered among the newest

Afglianistancam-
aigh against the Taliban..
Wt tised non-explosive ma-
terial and is safe,” Saysofn said,
adding that this type of rounds
will'be used in the forthcom-
ing live-fire exercises with the
media around.

Aside from HIMARS, the
US has comimnitted 2 number

of air and Jand assets:to this™

year’s Balikatan for the com-,
fined beachhead landing in

major allies because our rival
in the West Philippine Sea is
China, a giant and a nuclear
-power,” he added.

- He, however, ‘maintained

that he would not allow perma-
nent foreign bases in country.

“Ask the people, the fisher-
men here in Zambales. They're
being harassed by Chinese
ships and they can’t do their
livelihood because they re be-
ing harassed,” he said.

In Washington, a report re-
leased by the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research showed
the Philippines’ defense spend-
ing substantially rising in 2015
in the face of Chinese aggres-
siveness in the South China Sea
and the West Philippine Sea.

Heightened tensions with
China over the South China

arines test-fire rocket during
Balikatan s

Antique province and other
joirit maritime; air ¢ d land
Zam:

" {iberal Party presidential
candidate: Manuel Roxas T
said the stationing of US roops

- inselected Philippine militaty

bases under the Enhanced De-
fense Cooperation Agreement
(EDCA) can help prevent an
armed conflict over the West
Philippine Sea.” =«

He issued the statement as
the Philippines and the US
on:Monday, launched their
annual Balikatan (shoulder-
to-shoulder) war games where

Sea were reflected in substan-
tial growth in military expen-
diture in 2015 by the Philip-
pines (25 percent), Indonesia
(16 percent ) 'and Vietnam (7.6
percent), the Stocklolm Triter-
national Peace Research said.
Japan also began to increase
spending in 2015 after years of
decline, signaling rising threat
petceptions from both China
and North Korea, according
to the recently updated SIPRI
military expenditure database.
China’s spending also rose by
74 percentin 2015 to $215 billion,
or 49 percent of regional military
expenditure, although the rate of
increase is beginning to stow in
line with weakening economic
growth, SIPR noted. - With
Paolo Romero, Jose Katigbak/
STAR Washington bureau
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One of two refarblshed C~130 Hercules

planes that the United States government
“1s handing over to the Philippines under -
ERA)

8 Hxeos .-Defense Arn_c

PAF s _'k%man,, sa;d thfa’tth military

- plat
trangfer fo a continigent of Air
sent to bring homie the aircraft:

wait and is due to arrive either last night
or today in Manila,” Musico said, adding

tentatively set on April 13. '
A second C-130 plane is expecied to
arrive in September.

_that official acceptarice of the alrcrai:t is i
: ' PAFisalso trajmng additional fig

~The US-goverrunent handed ‘over two™

“the Philippities ]
C‘~1305 Hercules planes to the Philippines to- :

bolsterthe aJrhft capabl}mes of ’rhe TAE Whlch
onge had only orie C-130 plane in operatior.
utrently the PAF has three C-130 car-
anes; three €295 brand new medium

_ lift"aireraft to meet the lift requirements
- ofthe L
newly'mstalled -

V€argo. prowde vy
gits' tHesfor rapid deplnvmen’c ofl
' troops, -Miisico said.-

>d Forces of. the Phi
wo: addxtional_

Priorto the flight to the Pi‘uhp sines, the

“The plane has touched down in Ha- '_-C—13D aircraft underwent reconfigiration

- at a US airforce facility in Tileson; Arizona

and passed the test flights in the US "
“Aside from bolstering its lift caﬁablhnes
ter pilots
using the new’ g delivered two supersonic
FAB0A lead-in ﬁh’zer jets out of a squadron
1ds acqmred from South -

Kored. -
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In & commentary that appeared
in state mouthpiece Global Times,
Chitia’'said “the upcoming military
exercises caps Manila’s recent
attempts to mvoive outsiders in
regional row.”

The 12-day annual Bahka,tan-
(sho‘nlt}er -to-shoulder) - exercises
that started March b included -

Australian and Japanese military

copgingents for the first time inthe -

halding of the exereises..

. “Held near the disputed waters': :
of South China Sea, the joint "
mgneuvers were widely seen as”

Mamlas Tdtest showoff of its
“coneernéd. But Aquino appears to

alhance with Washingtor,
-t h e:

ali;aes 7 the commentary stated.”

Chma 4lso noted the Philippines®
' ,__d the Umted Stat@s to have ;

thed:sputedwateﬁ mth China umierf :

th,er ewed defense pact thh the*_-l_ :
. Inétitute (SIPRI) aaald m a report :

ts . released yesterdag. -

KGI‘Ed Austra,ha, an irrelevant

oytsider, - also presented
unconstructlve concern over the
Soath China Sea issue,” it added,

*" Cliina, however, reserved its most
stmgmg attacks on Aquino which it
said inder his watch, “the Philippines

Veforehand, it sued China over the

1ega.11ty of its territorial claims inthe -
Inifernational Couxt of Justice in The

Hague “while rejecting the (}ffer of
two-wiy talks, it said.” '
H; added that “even Chma 5

camfructmn nf facilities on 11;5,' o
i : Peri&F‘reemansardthaUmtedStax‘es,

sélfdefense and navigation security - -

irimearby waters, has fallen victim
to the Philippines’ malicious
misrepresentation, and was labeled
4% gart of China's militarization plan

toimpede sed lanes and scare off :
: _emailer claimants:”

Thina said. these umlateml

~ provbeations have fanned fears and

distirbed the trancuility of the South
China Sea, which had once been well
‘maintained partly thanks to China's
signing of the Code of Conduct with
‘relevant regional parties, including
the Philippines, in 2002.+

i1+ ¥Manila’s ambitions mesh well -

Wwith* the thinlyveiled designs of

‘irralevanf. outsiders,” it added.

It cited some “specific nations”
whmh *eager tp nndegept Lhina’s

-mpunting: regwna} mﬂm*nee take

‘dalight in sowing, beed§ of thscord
botween China and rival ciatmants

93

‘un precedented S
dealmgmth China;” it added

" spending in the West was levelmg

~ haad been keen on making waves over: of f;:STPRI-$aid:

the South China Seaissne”
= “Withoat mmotice -or exchanges-! _.posa!:mn asthe ccuntrythatspeﬂds

’ the most on its armed forees, by far.

-2006-2015, the US military budget

- - e STl

and boosting their milifary presences
and patrols to thwart China in the
name of safeguarding the freedom
of navigation.” .

“Over his six-year presidencythat EES
draws to an end this year, Aquinc
has been unable or wiwilling to change

' his distarbing China policy” it added.

“Ttealied onAguino's successor
to consider Ching’s unswerving
resolve to safeguard its territorial
integrity and reg‘onai stability “before -
making amove.” _
“The settlément of the South

' Chma Sea issue demands a rational
approach, good faith’ and.
“¢onsiderdble patience to engage in

direct dialog between the nations

1aek-all of these attributes When

-Military spendingsup

Rismgtenszonsmrldmdehelped l‘
push up military expenditure in 2005, 5
“:the firstingrease after four years
wof dechining spemimg, the Stockholm
International: ‘Peace Research-l-‘

For the fullyear 2015 wnr}d

military spendmg totalled $1.67

trillion, a rise of one percent from
the prevmus year.
The increase was atir] 1bzzted :

" primarily to more expenditure in |

Eastern Burope, Asia and the |
Middle East, while the decline in .

<~ The United Stai:es remams in pole :

- Washington's military spending

budget of $596°Billion was down

by 2.4 percent from the previous
year; 4 smaller decline than in
“recent years.

SIPRI setiior 'researcher Sam

: ._a_dd;tmnal overseas
cantmgency “operations’ (000)
spending from the war against” the
Istamic State (IS) group. _
- . Theworld'ssecondbiggest spender, |
China, dished out $215 biltion, Sllowed

- bySaudi Arabiawhichovertook Russia
. for third place at $87.2 hiltion. Moscow !
spenit $66.4 biffion,

During the 10-vear period from

shrank by four percent, while China's
soared by 132 percent. Those of
Saudi Arabla and Russia also |
itcreased ssgmfmtly, by 97and 91 5
percent Yespectively. ;
France, which had the fifth |
biggest budget in 2014, fell to seventh |
place behind Britain and India. [
-Military. spendmg budgets |
continted o deeli acmsslftf m
Europs, a’fbéit}egsharﬁyth&n in
~ecent vears, 3

_— R




~ Justice still eludes WWI

THE WAR benefits US President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt pledged to Filipino soldiers who fought side by
side with the Americans during World War I had
proved to be very elisive for the longest time. Be-
cause that promise was rescinded by post-war Presi-

denzHarryS.I&umanin_thekesciss_ion‘Actofl%é, o e e e
: TOUDS AN ©'WE'D also Tike to know the concerns of the six-
“tysomething ‘and. above, _what makes_ their
‘Blood pressure rise of makes them sit back, cor-

. Nevestheless, pressure groups and politicians,

Jike the late senator Daniel Inouye of Hawal, ook
 up the cudgels for the aging and infirm Filipino war
vieterans whose hopes in ever seeing the fulfillment -

dled when US President Barack Obarna signed the
Filipin eqity bill into law i1 2009: ™ oo

. Onheating the news of the forthcoming “man-7
~nafrom heaven,” rejoicing and célebration filled
the air, Living Filipino soldiers of WWH were ec-; j
' “fices concerned. We' exchanged ¢ommumnications;”
the ones from their end mostly very discouraging: -
. The Jast denial letter I received made me mote

static, Unfortunately, ‘a good number of thém,
“thousands in fact, like miy father, were again left
out in the cold. For one reason ot another, -their
ciaims were disallowed. And all their hopes were

torn to pieces once more, only this time they were

just too décrepit to pick themselves up. It was to-
+al surrender once more to the vagaries of life. .

I took up my father's “fight” when he fell ill. He
eventually died at age 103. For an old man expect-

ing justice’to b setved-afier what seemed like.an..

etermity, the denial of his claim due to technicalities

and stringent fules so lacking in-compassion must

have been too much to bear, It was another battle
waged and another battle lost. :

T considered it a temporary setback, though. Thus
1set ot to do-the logical thing: write a letter stipulat-
ing the reasons why 1 disagreed with the US govern-
rments decision. Emboldened by the testimonies of
1t. Col. Edwin B Ramsey, commander of over 40,000

Philippine guerilla troops during World War IL, shore-
"Iy after the wat, T dared to take on the behemoth that

is the United States with all my heart and soul.

1 felt I owed it to my father to carry on with his
“Wattle,” tio matter the cost.

Relatives and friends based here and abroad

Romana F Gella_

“jerit that all's well with their wotld and with

of that prorise all seemed lost. But hiope was reldr- - themselves. -—Bd.

were enlisted 10 help. T furned to print thedia hop-
‘g to generate the’ ritchineeded stipport {*Dad’
“fought in‘Bataan but got no tecoghition,”. Front’

Page, 4/9/13): 1 sent out several letters to the of-

determined than ever A lawyer I talked to, howev-

er, opined that my father’s case, i the nature of 2

property claim, Tay have d good chance of winning

i Y bring it to US courts, BUL, whatever amount I
would be able to collect might only be enotigh 0
“pay for the lawyer’s fees. Talk ofa pyrrhic victory:
. After some time elapsed, news came out that the
“putes had been a bit relaxed. I wrote again, inguir-

ing as to what I could da to follow up my father's

“tlaitn. Twas rot favored with 4 reply Twaited " - ¢

Lately, I read in a national newspaper that those

. whose claims were denied can file a notice of dis-

agreement (NOD) with the proper office. My hopes
soared once again. 1 continued to pursue my fa-
ther’s clam, This time however, as previous experi-
ence had taught me, I first made inquiries verbally

" The person I talked to told me in no uncertain

“terms that what was stated in the papers did not
“apply to my father inasmuch as he is -atready

dead; that only a surviving spouse can file the

'NOD, something that, she continued, is not trans-
ferrable to the children. I countered that my fa-
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ther was still living when he filed his claim and
that T was just doing a follow-through of what he

had initiated.’ S S .
 But the lady was adamant. All my arguments

proved futile. Which ‘made me stop and think:
Consideting my father’s age, logic follows that his

spouse would more or less be of the Same age ds

‘he was if not just a bit younger, and generally
speaking, was not expected to be alive up to the
present time, Why then exciude the children?

. Tsensed that our conversation was going niowhere.
There and then; I knew that it was’ over for me. I
quickly ran through iy mind other optioris. Nothing

“carnie close evén to having a fighting charce, Much as
:T'hated 0 admit losing, conventional wisdom dictat-

ed that one should know when to call it quits. .+ -
-+ The click ‘on’the -other .end of the telephorie
sounded like a death kiell to me: With finality, it

 sigiialed the end of my six-year personal crusade .
An pursuit of my father’s “fight"—for a one:time -

pension from the United States governiment in
recognition of his valor and sacrifices during
WWII and in the Bataan Death March.. |

How do1“tell” tuy father now that I failed him?
That 2li the tme, effort and emotions that I have
invested in that crusade were for naught? That
our fight was all along a lost cause? ‘

Defeat has many faces. Minte will be engraved
forever on my father’s tombstone,

e BUL:L wedte -this - piece.not-only:to -honot-my -

beloved departed father. I am writing this, too, for all
his cotnrades-in-arms, brave and selfiess freedom
fighters, who are still living and whose claims have
been denied as well: Wotld that, in spite of your age,

you will still find the resoluteness to fight with all -
your right for what rightfully belongs to you. You -

deserve it; above all, yow've earned it, Who knows,

you might be more fol_'f_:unaté_ than my I_at'e father? . .

Romand E Gelld, 69, waged a personal érusade on”
-her father’s ohe-time war veteran-US pension: .\
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Rescue ops vs ransom deadline ng ASG sa Samal kidnap victims,

patuloy

By. Bombo Marilyn delos SantosPésted in Latest Nows

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Mas pinaigting umano ng militar ang kanilang focused military operation sa Suly
para ma-rescue ang nasa apat na bihag mula sa Samal Island matapos ang binigay na deadiine ng Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) sa Biyernes, Abril 8, para maibigay ang kanitang ransom demand.

Ayon kay Major Filemon Tan, tagapagsalita ng Western Mindanao Command (WestMinCom), ginagawa
na nila ang lahat para maisalba sa lalong madaling panahon ang mga biktima.

Pangunahing concern umano ng militar ay ang kaligtasan ng mga bihag sa kanilang mga inilulunsad na
operasyon sa mga bulubunduking bahagi ng Sulu na una na ring napaulat na pinagtataguan ng ASG sa

kanitang mga nabibiktima.

Ito rin umano ang nagpapahirap sa militar na pasukin agad ang pinagtataguan ng mga bandido dahil baka
mas lalong mailagay sa alanganin ang kalagayan ng mga biktima.

“WestMinCom continues to conduct focused military operations based on available information we have.
The deadline set is the deadline of the Abu Sayyaf, for our side we will do our best to rescue the Kidnap
victims the soonest time possible as we also consider the safety as our primary concern,” ang pahayag ng

Tan.

Kung maaalala, base sa inilabas ng Abu Sayyaf nitong nakaraang buwan, nagbanta sila na pupugutan ng
ulo ang apat na bihag kabilang na ang isang Pinay at lalaking tationg banyaga kung hindi maibibigay ang
kanilang ranson demand sa nabanggit na petsa.

Ang tationg banyaga na sina John Ridsel at Robert Hall, mga Canadian national, ang Norwegian national
na si Kjartan Sekkingstad at ang Pinay na si Maritess Flor ay binihag sa Samal Island sa Davao del Norte

nitong nakaraang taon.

Lumalabas sa impormasyon na humihingi ng P1 billion ang mga kidnapper kada isang biktima para
palayain nila ang mga ito.

Hindi rin masabi ngayon ng WestMinCom kung ano na ang tunay na kalagayan ng mga biktima.

llang beses na ring nagkasagupa ang militar sa grupo ang Abu Sayyaf na humahawak sa maraming mga
biktima ng kidnapping mula sa iba't ibang mga lugar sa Mindanao,
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‘Balikatan' humanitarian projects begin in Panay

MANILA, April 5 (PNA) - The humanitarian civic assistance component of the annuai “Balikatan"
exercises started in Panay island on Monday, with 333 Filipino and American troops as part of the

contingert.

3rd Infantry Division public affairs office chief Lt. Col. Ray Tiongson said the HCA projects aim to improve
Philippine-US military civic assistance inter-operability.

From April § to 8, "Balikatan" Cooperative Health Engagement Team will conduct series of lectures and
practical exercises on Tactical Combat Casualty Care Course to 3rd Infantry Division personnel at Camp

Peralta at Jamindan, Capiz province.

On April 6 to 8, training on Basic First Responder, Disaster Mental Health, Hygiene and Nutrition will be
conducted by Filipino and American military medical personnel to around 400 participants coming from 30
different barangays in Jamindan composed of the local government unit officials, barangay tanods, health
workers and other members of the Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Councit

(MDRRMC) down to the barangay level committee.

Tiongson said the training aims to enhance disaster rescue, reiief, recovery and rehabilitation efforts
capabilities of the military and its counterparts in the civilian sector.

While both Armed Forces develop a more responsive partnership, the local communities are likewise
empowered to take immediate response actions to save lives and prevent further damage during disaster.

Meanwhile, military engineering personnel from the Filipino and American miltary personnel are now
working shoulder-to-shoulder in repairing three elementary schools.

The San Nicolas Elementary School in Tapaz, Capiz is now 83 percent completed, while Jaena Norte
Elementary School in Jamindan, Capiz is at 65 percent and Matangharon Elementary School in Dingle,
llollo at 41 percent. Al school projects are expected to be completed on April 16. (PNA)

JMC/PFN

www. bomboradyo.com

US defense chief Carter bibisita sa bansa; Joint military drill

sasaksihan

By .Bombes Anne ScberanoPosted in Latest News ™ sy 50 apn 2090 12

Kinumpirma ng RP-US Balikatan Exercises 2016 directorate na bibisita sa bansa kalihim ng defense
department ng Estados Unidos para personal nitong saksihan ang joint military wargames ng mga
sundalong Pilipino at Amerikano.

Ang pagsaksi ni US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter sa joint military drifl ay siyang kauna-unahang
pagkakataon sa kasaysayan ng RP-US Balikatan Exercises.
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Ayon kay Lt. Gen John Toolan,director ng US Balikatan na nagpahayag ng interes ang kalihim para
saksihan ang nasabing joint exercises.

Partikular na sasaksihan nito ay ang paggamit ng bagong rocket launcher ng Amerika na unang beses
gagamitin sa Balikatan exercises dito sa Pilipinas.

fto ay ang HIMARSs o high mobility artillery rocket system na susubakan sa crow valley sa Tarlac.

Ayon pa kay Toolan, inaasahang sasakay din si Carter sa isang barkong pandigma para saksihan ang
maritime security drill.

Sasamahan si Carter ng ilang mga opisyal mula sa Japan, Australia at Vietnam at ilan pang bansa sa
Southeast Asia sa panonood ng joint military exercises.

Kahapon opisyal nang nagsimula ang Balikatan exercises 2016 na magtatapos sa April 15, 2018.

Sinabi ni Toolan na nakikita kasi ni Sec. Carter ang kahalagahan ng nasabing joint exercises kung kayat
nais nitong personal na masaksihan.

Ang balikatan exercises 2016 ay nakatutok sa territorial defense ngunit hindi ito nakatuon sa bansang
China.

WWW.PNa.qov.ph

Roxas favors EDCA, says he is open to other treaties if elected
By Cielito M, Reganit

OLONGAPO CITY, April 5 (PNA) ~~ Administration standard bearer Mar Roxas on Tuesday said that he
would continue the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) if elected president and added
that he would welcome other such treaties with other friendly nations in order to defend Philippine

patrimony.

In an interview during a campaign sortie held in Olongapo City, Roxas said that while he favors EDCA, he
would definitely not aliow the establishment of permanent American bases in the country.

Signed in May 2104, EDCA is a supplemental agreement to the Visiting Forces Agreement between the
Uinited States and the Philippines intended to bolster U.S.~Philippine alliance.

The agreement allows American troops to rotate troops into the Philippines for extended stays and aliows
the U.S. to build and operate facilities on Philippine bases, for both American and Philippine forces.

“Importante na nakasandal tayc sa security umbrelia ng malalaking mga bansa, dahit katunggali natin ang
malaking bansa na Tsina, isang nuclear power, dito sa ating hidwaan sa West Philippine Sea,” Roxas

said.
He cited how Zambales fishermen are being deprived of their livelihood as they are being constantly
harassed by Chinese ships in the disputed waters.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

N




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

With China aggressively asserting its claims over a large swath of the West Philippine Sea, the Team
Daang Matuwid presidential bet said that he would weicome similar treaties like EDCA.

“Para sa akin, dedepensahan ko ang ating karapatan. Dedepensahan ko ang integridad ng lupa at
teritoryo ng Pilipinas, at papasok ako sa mga treaties or sa mga kasunduan para lalong lumakas ang ating

pagdepensa ng ating teritoryo,” Roxas said. (PNA)
RMA/CMR

www . bomboradye.com

BGen. Rhoderick Parayno bagong AFP-Civil Relations Service

commander

BY Bombo Anne SoberancPosted in Latest News ' - v o S :
itinalaga bilang bagong commander ng AFP Civit Refat;ons Group (CRS) S| BGen Rhodenc}( Parayno

matapos magretirc sa serbisyo ni BGen. Joselito Kakilala noong nakaraang linggo.

Ayorn kay AFP Public Affairs Officer (PAQ) chief Col. Noet Detoyato na kahapon April 4, 2016 nag-assume
na bilang group commander ng CRS si Parayno.

Sinabi ni Detoyate na kailangan talagang punan ng AFP ang ilang mga vitat positions na binakante ng
ilang mga opisyal.

Si Parayno ay miyembro ng PMA class 1985 at mistah nina AFP spokesperson BGen. Restituto Padilla at
PNP spokesperson Police Chief Supt. Witben Mayor.

Bukod kay Parayno nag-assume na rin bilang The Deputy Chief of Staff (TDCS) si MGen. Salvador Mison
na binakante ni Lt Gen. Edgar Fallorina na itinalaga bilang Philippine Air Force (PAF) chief.

"These are two vital, the commander of the Civil Relation Service and The Deputy Chief of Staff are two
vital positions that has to be filled up immediately kaya nung maapprove na yung mga appointments,
pinatake effect kaagad ang pagtake over nila," wika ni Detoyato.

Ayon kay Detoyato na sa ngayon wala pang nag-take over sa position ni Mison na siyang Commander ng
2nd Air Division.

Pagbibigay-diin ni Detoyato na hindi nakailangan pa ng go signal mula sa Comelec ang pagtalaga ng mga
bagong opisyal na binakanie falo na pag nag retiro sa serbisyo ang isang opisyal,

Pagtiyak ni Detoyato na alam ng Comelec ang naging galaw ng ilang mga AFP officials.
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