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By]uiliane-l.ove defesus
Inquirer:net PR

L[BERAL Party stam
dard bearer Mar Roxas.
and his vice presiden-
tial Tunning mate, Leni
Robredo; - apparently
met with the Iglesia ni
Cristo (INC) leadership
on the same day that ri-
' val jf'pije'éidéh jal candi--
date  Grace Poe “con-
firmed having met with
a high-ranking minister
of the bloc-voting reli-
gious sect.
Robredo said she and 'ﬁoxas
met with INC leadets: on
March 30 but would neither
confirm nor deny whether the
MAR/AL7

p-Noy: He’sno longer
thie Binay | Knew/A13
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By Nildo Dizon

HE IS no longer the Jejiomar Binay thai he
knew.

Exactly one month before Elaeion fray,
President Aguino vesterday delivered s
Imost scathing diatribe vet against Viee
President Jejomar Rinay, an erstwhile aflv
and family friend. iy Makaii Ciry. the las
ler’s stronghold {or the past (e decades,

President Aguino said that ihe Binayv he
knew was one who was seifless and stood
up against martial law,

The President said that Binay earned his
admiration 30 vears ago, when as the Edsa
People Power Revohition unfolded, Binay
accompanied him back 1o his sisters who
were at home on Times Street even when
his own life was in danger,

“And that time, 1 really became ¢lose 1o
him because he put our welfare first hefore
his. That was 30 vears ago. It was clear (o
hir that it was others first before himsell.”
Mr. Aquino said.

Then addressing Binay divecily: the Preg.
dent said:

“lis true that we counted on each nther. We
Wwere against the dictatorship and we were
ready to sacrifice our lives for our fellos men
That was how we had a deep relationship.”

“Tt was very clear d aring those days who
Jejomar Binay was. Today, my question is:
“Where has the Jejoma; Binay I knew he.
fore gone?” My, Aquino asked.

Some 3,000 Makatj ity residents that al-

'

WHAT HAPPENED  President Aquino finaily
spealts about the violent dispersal of farmers
at the Kidapawan rally Jast weel that resulted
in the deaths of three protesters, during a
meeting with local officials at Malcati Coliseum
on Friday. RAFSY ¢ FRi4A

so included heneficiarics of the govern-

ment's conditional cash trapsfer program
and the leshian, pay, transgender, bisexual
commty and people with disabilities
lilled Makati Colizeum vesterday, cheering
as the FPresident delivered solid punches
agains{ Binav,

Although obwviously still under the weearh
e President Aguing wae i, fighting fog

Binav was the anly candicdat Hiar e
dent Aquine has named in - SHINP peee
sinee the campaign hegan '

“Your former maver hee called e jn
comperent and callow. But iy question (o,
im s, how has sameans whe i HEOMe
tent and callous trmed o fonmes sick man of
AsiaTintg Asia'e FISing tigen ™ Can an [T
petent persor Jead the modernivasion of the
Armied Forces, rhe police and even the fie
burcau? Is it callousness and neompeiene
i one is able 1o Bring health services 10 the
pooresi 40 percent of our population and
bring the conditional cash tramsler program
W almost 4.6 million houzeholdss™ M
Aquine said in Filiping.

The President said his cancern for the
people wenl heyong giving them cake, re.
ferring 1o the practice of the Bmay citv ad
ministration of givine hirt hday cakes 1105
idents who are senion cijszane

“He has been facing corruption allagy
tions since 2014, Am 1 ihe onhy one whi o
wailing for a clear answer from thin perann
whe s among 1hase Waning 10 he
dent of the Philippines?” a1, Aquine aglod

Binav cut ties with Possiden Aruine in
June last year ai the heiche of (he Senaie in
vestigation of his alleged araft-lader deal
when he was s(ill mayor of Maka Cie

Binay declaced himsell the Jearder of the
upposition and has sinee heen enticad of R
Aquino and his administiatien

Prosi
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Members af the Internatmnal Search and o
_j Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) visited the .
_ ine Army: (PA} headquarters in Fort:._-
;_;_Bomfacm Taguig City 1ast April 6 to assess .
and ‘evaluate ‘its dlsaster response-}

.. Philij

preparedness and capability.

i a4EC
_'_rescue and. eperat‘ionai field eoordination:

PA chief-of.staff Brig, Gen. Robert Arevalo j‘f”
.weicomed the INSARAG Scoping Mission Team, ~

_ which was headed by Yosuke Oklt;a

“We are not here to judge you Wa are here-
0 support you,” Oktta said,
In:his speech Arevalo underscored the-
importance «0f ‘increasing professmnal"
excellence in- dlsastez response andﬁ
_humamfal fan aqsmtance :

_"capamw assesc;ment missicn W}I]fﬁ efifiiL ely
. widen our understandmg and appreciafion o’

" the futnre af quter 1e¢pf-nse ard the nacded

btrategxes that Wﬂl further enhan@a
: La;}ablhtles " he added. ;
' The 525th Engiricering Combat Battahon, e
PA's designated disaster response um’.ﬁ

" conducted a capability demonstration. _“’
. showease. ibs ' 2
. apahilitie ke
_ ‘Vieanwhile: the PA c:ont ue;s*tn develqu
*mganme"’cram, ‘equip; sgpport: and: susta;ma
“Riwiy forces for the conduct of prompt adidh
“sistdined humanitarian- assistance afif
disaster response, _ PRE

{

'OFFi__CE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555Local: 5285, 5285 -

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is & source of national pride.

www.interaksyon.com

MISTAKEN FOR NPA | Army keeps mum about soldiers who shot boy

dead in Davao City

From InterAksyon {(Apr 8): MISTAKEN FOR NPA | Army keeps mum about soldiers who shot boy
dead in Davao City

Reports reaching Manila indicated that the command of the Philippine Army's 2nd Scout Ranger
Battalion of the 10th lnfantry Division. whose elite unit was tagged for the fatal shooting of a 12-—
year-old boy on April 1in Davao City has been tight-lipped about the names of the seven soldiers
belonging to its 6th Scout Ranger Company {6SRC} who figured in the incident.

The bovy's uncle survived the shooting.

According to the division spokesman, Capt. Rhyan Batchar, the aggrieved family of Daniel Ferrer
did not press charges. although, as far as military law is concerned, there is a case against the

perpetrators of the killing,

"While it is true that the parents of Daniel voluntarily executed an affidavit of desistance, this will
not preclude the Special Operations Command (SOCOM). which is the parent unit of the 25RB,
from conducting further investigation in order to determine any administrative liability of the

soldiers in this unfortunate incident,” Batchar said.

"The seven soldiars are now restricted to barracks white the investigation is on-going. As of now, their
names are being withheld unti the investigation has clearly establishec their involvement, The BO! (Board
of Inquiry) and the investigation to be made by SOCOM will not preclude any investigation that may be

conducted by other agencies,” he added.

The military described the incident as an "accidental shooting” that happened in Sitic Mitundo,
Barangay Baracatan in Toril district.

Eariier. Batchar said the elite forces were on combat operation when they spotted the boy and a
companion carrying what appeared to be a gun. The boy was later identified as Daniel Ferrer and

his companien was his uncle Danny Pile.

The soldiers fired at the Ferrer and Pile,

"One was able to jump for cover and run away, leaving behind his firearm," Batchar was quoted as

saying in é_ report,

He said the “firearm” that Pile was carrying turned out to be an airgun,

Batchar said the soldjers violated the Rules of Engagement.

"First, the troops failed to exercise due diligence to ascertain their target before discharging their
firearms, contrary to the provision in internal Peace and Security Plan Bavanihan ROE on the use
of force against the enemy, which states that identification of target must be by visual means',” he

said.

hitp:/interaksyon.com/article/ 1261 84/mistaken-for-npa--army-keeps-mum-about-soldiers-who-shot-boy-
dead-in-davao-city
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opera{:lves: '
wer th ladnappmg.;_'

forces interisified | OPH
of kidnappings and bo _ :
"Meanwhile, memibers:6f the' First Scout Ranger attalion
were given an award by Joint Task Group Suluon Tuesday for
theis recent encotinters with th‘éi}k‘tﬁh_s ' fthat left 73 rilitan
dead and scores wounded. T :
“The encousters also resulted i the # rescite of Swiss hos%age
Lorenzo Vinciguerra and Coast Guard persmmel (ergo Vil-
laruz and Rod Pagaling last year. .. .
- The Army battalion was deployed to Sulu in October 2014
to remforce soldiers running after the Abu Sayyaf.
i L S - Roel Parefio

G
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Cbnstructmn firm matake ng NPA rebels

Iaatake ng mah1g1t.
* samphng rebeldengNew "
‘-Peop]e q_Army (NPAY™
i beldeng komunista
: Algeémar Constriicfion af
3walang nagawa ang mga

> firm sa Brey ‘Poypoy,

« Calintaan, Occidental::
+ Mindoro at. dito ay si-"/
.DUnOg ang mga Heavy:
eguipments dito ka~ i

aKalawa ng gabi’

gap n Lt. Col. Ange- -

To Guzman bandang" :
-alas-10:00ng gabinang
umatakeang mga re-
“-sa maaboat pagkatapos
: a} mabilis na tumakast

Binuhusa n’g : n"g

71

rebelde ng gasohna ang
.grader :at Backhoe dito
sakasinilaban hanggang

“Lumilitaw $4'imbestic
gA5yon na’ pangmgﬂul

g revolutionary tax sa
" pargasiwan ng: constiue:

tioncomipany at g mivibo

Mg panuniingg Hp figa

rebelde. - Joy Cam‘os—

Pahina.

L
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rhead selfies. Filipinc Marines take selfies with a decommissioned 305mm M1890 mortar carriage at Battery Way in Corregidor Island in Cavite on
turday. DANNY PATA

g
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SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—'I‘he;_{-_'
‘training of paratroopers, whe ¢

are ‘taking part-in" Balikdfan
2016 war games with the Unit-
ed States, has not been sus-

pended despite the death of a

“Philippine Air Force (PAF) air-
man during a jump exercise
here, an official of the Armed

Forces of the Phll}ppmes (AF,P} -

said on Fnday
Al will c:ontmue as planned

No changes will happen;” Capt. ™

Celeste Frank Sayson, Balikatan
spokesperson, said m a text
message on Friday,

On Thursday afternooh, All‘

man 2nd Class Jover Dumansi of
the PAF’s 710th Specidl Action -
:Operations ng took part ifra.s
proficiency ‘jump - eXercise but

was dragged by strong winds to-

ward the sea near the Subic an_.

IntemaaonaiAzrport :
-Twenty - paratrgopers “from

the ’710th Specxal Operatxons
ng conducted the proﬁmency :
_jump exercises near the airport.
-Dumansi was one of the 10
-Jumpers in the first batch:
A foree protection team from '
the Philippines and the United

States sped toward where Du-
mansi dropped but the rescue
and recovery operation took 15

-minutes. Dumansi was taken to

the Unihealth Hospital here but
was declared dead at 6 p.m.

happen again,” Sayson said.
Dumansi’s body was released
from the hospital and taken to a
funeral home in Subic, Zam-
bales. His relatives had been no-
tified about his death, Sayson
said. :
“Defxmteiy He died in the line

ceiving benefits,” he added. .
BDumansi, was not new to the

exercise. He: was -an -experi-

enced jumper, being part of an

“elité: unit of the Alr Forea.

q

-“Theaccident was-anisolated:
'case and, hopefuﬂy, wotild not

of duty, s his family will be re- .

Sayson said the m1shap was a_m
‘isolated, freak accident.”
_ Other airbornie exercises are

‘scheduled te.be held in the fol-

lowing days. e
. Balikatan 2{}16 began on

April 4 and willend on April 16,

War games are being held in
varicus training sites in the
country, including Crow: Valley
in Tarlac, Fort Magsaysay in

Nueva Ecija, Clark Air Field in -
Pampanga Palawan and Panay,

N Nuaeva” Ecga, the Army’s .
Teh Infantry Division had ad”

vised " ‘tesidents’ of - Barangay
Palali in General-Tinio fown
against going to nearby moun-

tains where troops test fired

105-mm and 155-mm Howitzer
cannons - yesterday, the corn-
mand SPOkESpGE‘bOH sa.td'-' S

were Jomed by Filipino soldisrs
in the series of combat training

n: the vast  Fort’ Magsaysay.

reservation. . With a repor't bv
Julie M. Aureho :

Igmai ) 2
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“Carter w1§1 visit next week
because the Philippines is an -

his country. We are working
“closely ‘with ‘our Filipino coun--

terparts to investigate the inci-
dent,” said Goldberg.

Tension bad for business

- In the saine forum, Philippine
'ambassador to the US Jose
Cuisia Jr. told US businessmen
in the Philippines to make a
stand amid. China’s aggressive

military buildup “and “activities -

that he said pose uncertainties
to businesses in the Southeast
Asian region.

A Makaﬂ City.

mpoitant ally -of the United
States. {The v151t] comes ity con-

“jinetion with the Balikatan ex-
i ereises;” said US ambassadot to
the thhppmes Ph111p Goldberg
interview with reporters
] '_'j-an American-

“Goldberg sald Carter wﬂl

'-__'meet with key government offi-
“cials during the visit. “Secretary

Carter will alsc hold meetings
with the {US and Philippine)
troops involved in the Balikatan
Amcham

“T  encourage

{American Chamber:of-Cormn-.
" meree of the Philippines) to ar- -

tieulate in no uncertain.terms
that the business community
will not tolerate the current sit-
uation in the South China Sea
dictated by China,” he told US
businessmen gathered at the
event. ‘

“s militarized and tension-

gripped South China Sea where
‘the riile of the cannon prevails is

not good for business,” he said.
Cuisia said there were ongo-

[b

exercises which is important to

“him as- defense secretary,” he
said.” :

Goldberg, meanwhzle ex-
tended his' conidolences'to’ the
family and friends of a Filipino
Air Force officer who died in a

“tragic aceident during: the Ba—
‘Hkatan exercises:

- He said the US embassy was
working closely with Philippine
authorities to mvesngate the in-
cident. .

“He will be remembered for
his great courage and service to
increase

ing discussions 1o

naval defense through Joint pa-

trol  activities in the . disputed
‘South China Sea tetritories.

Cuisia also told the forum
that the United States was pro-
viding its biggest military assis-
tance to the Philippines this
year since 2001, allocating
$121 million in military aid.

“I¢ ig the biggest for sometime
sincethe United States resumed.
fund assistance in 2001 follow-
ing the US bases removal in
1991,” he said.
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China Sea. =

- Philippine Ambassador to-

Washington Jose Cuisia said-
Manila was also'in falks with
the United States to acquire a
fourth Hamilton-class cutter to

strengthen Philippine capabil--

ity to patrol its waters. "

B

- pastiveat or so has included:

* 1and recdlamation and the con-
struction of airand port facili-
ties on some isles-and reefs.
" The Philippiries has sought
“inteinational arbitration on

the dispute and a decision is

expected late this month or in
early May. BT
Cuisia also urged American
‘Biisiness Teaders to articulate
that ‘the business: community
will not tolerate the current
situation in the region that is
dictated by China. _
“While the diplomats, law-
yers and military strategists work

dargesi-evers

“about $50 million in 2015 "
He said Manila would get

an additional $42 millien from

the new US Scuthéast Asia’”
. Maritime Initiative, a maritime
capacity-building program an- -
nounced by US Defense Secre=-

reErewhio 18 visiting

-on. avoiding milifary confli
- the woice of the business co
- murity 15 just as powerful
encourage AMCHAM (Ame

cari Chamber of Commerce of
- the Philippines) to weigh in‘on -
- ‘theissie to ensire thatbusiness.

“interests are protected,” Cuisia
said during the American busi-
nessren’s general membership

‘meeting and business leader-

~ship program ip Makati =
He said that sustained eco-
nomic growth and prosperity
are underpinned by political
stability and “no single coun-
try should be aliowed to jeop-

J

tire ‘South China Sea, b’eiie@ed
. to have huge deposits of oil and

1

Manila next week. o0
represent
i mmulitary.

two amounts.

China clazné almost tﬁ’é. eﬁ-'.

gas. Brunei, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines; Taitwan and Vietnam also
have claims to parts of the waters,
hroughwhichabout$5 triflionin

trade passes every year .
"~ Beijing’s ‘more assertive

pursuit of its claims over the

egion’s peace and

The US has dlways main-

tained that its economic pros-
perity is closely linked to the

“Asia-Pacific.
- US Commerce Secre-
tary Penny Pritzker said that

the potential for deepen-
ing economic engagement is
tremendous..., . .

" Cisia echioed that the po:

tential is great but this could

only happen if peace and sta- -
bility in the South China Sea *

remain as constant variables.
~ Pia Lee-Brago, Reuters

OEFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. ((2) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

~rmy Core Purpose Serving the people Secunng the land.




GEE Lwog DHLOIMS

ZAMBOANGA CITY u'i%xmately solve the prob— o }’omt Task Gmup Suiu 15
—Mxhiarv opérations to iose T tem” Maj. Filemon Tan Jr.;: B leadmg the operations:
¢ue three foréigners anda *spokesman for.the Western ‘Sources said the mﬂltary B

Filipina taken from a resort . “Mindanao ¢ Co:mmand qald 'mtenszfled its operations .
on Samal island in Deécem= - yesterda o " amid reports that third- -
ber continue as the deadhne CTan refused_'to elabnrate '. - party ‘negotiations {or the
issued by the Abu Sayyaf on their options; saying it: ~release 0f' Canadians ]ohn :
ended ye%erdav ; -.Imght jeopardize the opera— * Ridsdel and Robert Hall,

S We-are doing evervthmg ‘tions and endanger the hves ‘ Norwegian Kjartan Sek-
t{) address the threat, emd - of the lmstages i _--;kmgstad and Marires Flor -

'_-faﬁed AR L are domg every ’thmg fo.:

- Abu Sayv af band1ts gave - fesolve the preblem, Tan
the families of the hostages - said.

onie month from March 8 16 "o Asolrce sa1d the Abu
meet their demands. The - Sayyaf insisted on the pay-
kidnappers demanded a ' ment of ransom during the

P1-billion ransom for each - megotiations. It was not’

wof therhostages: _-_.___.:_;known if the deadline was
©We are takmg the " axtended = Roel Pareno, :
threat seriously and we " ]axme Laude
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* The United ‘%tatee expressed_"' b ”We are workmg c:lose%y

condolences G the family of the
Fﬂxpmo parairooper who died’
ini ary accident during
Balikatar mﬂuarv exercise

Thursday

s Ambassadozrhlkp Gold- ;
bergsaxdtheacmdmtwas ﬁagm

“Airman2nd Class -
]“over Duthansi of the
Philippine Air Force

710th Special Op-

erations Wing who
parachuted from a
CI30 plane in an ex-
ercise with 115 forces
died afterawind gust
blew him out to sea
instead of to an air-
portdiopzone.:

T wanted to ex-
press.our condo-
lences on the loss
of Airman Dumansi
and reach out to the
family and to the
public and say that
that was of course a
“tragic accident ‘and

with' our Filipino .counterparts-
to mveshgate the incident,” the 3

the

Philippin id mveqhgattozlﬁ'
:'-1= bemg conducted : urroundmg_'

'Dumanm sfa’ca] }ump e

Sayson said Duman51 was
among the first Filipino' para- -
 chutists who jumped with their
US coanterparts | during the.
combined air proﬁmency para-
chu‘ang exércises at about 3: 25

Dimanst v sed by
sudden draft, landing him in the

sea off the coast
instead of on the designated

- landing pomt L

. An Army jump. expert said

: Dumans's reserve chute could

‘have been filled with seawater,

Cwe wish them aII'_

ovr condolenices,”
Goldberg said.

- The US embassy

in Manila expressed
its deepest condo-
lenees to the family
and friends Of Diz-
Iranst. S

"o e will be re-
membered for his
great courage and
service to his cdun-
try,” the embassy
said in a statement.

B

Subicairport,

By PIA LEE-BRAGO
S pmy w1th a demgnated Iandmg
_zone at Subic airport.

‘Savson described Duman51
as an expert paratrooper, bemg

~ with the SPOW, an ehte unit of
theAJrForce : -

-~ Trutial mveshgat:on showed

* drag; ng ‘the' v1ct1m down be
fore he was rescued.
“Whien refrieved, Dumansi wak
reportedly stifl alive and given first
aid while being rushed to the Uni-
health Hospital inSubic. However,
Durmansi died while tundergoing
treahnem'

- Wiﬂl}anne Laude

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: pacpa.army20t2@pgmail.com - Tel po. {02} 845-9555 Local: 5285. 5285

Army Core Purpose. Serving the peopie Secunng the land.




POWNo.24
tells of cruelty,
hunger, sickness
in Death March

By Lt, Co§ :F_é.ﬂeﬁéé A Perait& .

DURING Worl_d War I, T served

in Bataan with the 2nd Regular

Division" 'PC - (United " States
- Armed Forces in the Far East, or
Usaffe) under Gen. Guillermo
Prancisco. . . -

I arrived in Bataan on New
Year's Day of 1942 with the con-
tingent of the division surgeon,
Col. Jose Gonzales Roxas. Our
division was given the mission
to defend the southeastern
coast of Bataan.

The sector was comparative-
... POWNQ. 24/ Al4

ly quigt except for the presence
of Japanese snipers that infil-
trated ot secror; But by March,
we . bégan to feel the lack: of
food. Tt became so critical that
we only-.subsisted on . soft-

‘boiled ricé ‘twice -a. day ‘with

canned .sardines ror salmon. as

-viand alternately. o

To augment our dwindling sup-
plies, 'we slaughtered carabaos’

 and pigs that belonged to civilians
“whio lived nearby. Monkeys were

eaten and-even stray dogs were

" not'spared.

- At that time. ‘the  Usaffe
deféniders, whose numbers had
been “decimated by disease,

‘injury * and - death, fervently

hoped * for provisions from:

America to arrive.

-One bright hope of the belea-

guered Filipino-American troops
was the expected arrival of a
“orie mile convoy” in a matter of
days ‘that would bring person-
nel;supplies and niaterials.
The cotivoy never arrived.

- “Instead, the Japanese rein-

forcemént came and launched a

major offensive in the early part
“of April. They bombed the hos-

pitals and aramunition dumps..
" Taking advantage of their su-
‘périority “and” firepower,” the
“Japanese - Broké  through “our
“lines and alt of our efforts to stop

the enemy’s advance were futile.
~With no naval support, inade-
; el

~the soldiers to stop all résistance.
- After the surrender, the Japanese
ordered i’ troops to march
from Bataan to San Fernando,
Pampdngd. - 0

:

the Japanete could' gudraritee
~our lives if we do not eseape, and

those who will, will be shor.”

I'was one of those who did not
take ‘any chances to escape, in-
spired by ‘the thought that I
might still see my family some-
day. There weré those who took
the risk and escaped, some were
lucky, some were shot dead.

Despite the difficulties, ‘the
marchers continued night and
day, rain-or shine,. with brief
haits during’the night.-Some of
‘those who were' dog-tired  col-
lapsed, the rest carried on—wet,
celd, hungry and afraid.,

The Japanese guards were
harsh and cruel. Anybody who
broke the line because of a
malaria attack ‘and dysentery
were subjected to ridicule and
gunned down...Hundreds  of
marchers who could no longer
walk were brutally beaten up
and kicked by heartless guards.

After a brief halt caused by
the misalignment of the
marchers, I was separated from
my friends. Early the following
morning, I experienced my first
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%iala'r{a aitack and was chilled
to the bones: I rolled myself
down toward the soft shoulder
of the road and landed ona sug-

arcane _ﬁeid,

Strangeepisode
" Afeer the aitack, although
“weak and exhausted, 1 man-
aged to twist off & stalk of sugat-
cane: But T was seen by & grovp.
of "Japanese: on ‘patol.“ They
 shouted, “Kurgh! Kurah!” and
gestured to meto approach. . - .
e O e 1 told my-
¢ g0 hard: for
dd rance. Without
mach choice, 1 approached
‘the Japanese af d resigned to
shyfate. o
* But. my faith . in God was
greater, For every second that 1
stood before the Japanese, Tex-
pected to be slapped, kicked
"-.fa'ﬂa'?‘\?éﬁ"éﬁﬁti'f“. S
. To. my astonishment, they
{aughed out loud. ‘Probably, it
wis because of my appearance
and to gloat at our defeat and
subjugation. _ o
They told me 10 follow them
and  we walked yngl we
reached ¢heir tent undér a huge
‘mango.tiee, . R

help :

© eygy doctor?” one. of fhem .

asked'me.
aNo,?Isaid. - . ..

~They thought T was a doctor
hecause of the Red Cross bras-
sard on my left arm ‘and from
the first aid kitthat had.,

opmya medical aige,” 1 told
thém. . ... - :

" They took tmy first aid kirand
rummaged through its con-
tents. They took turns in figur-
ing out what the items in the kit

were for.

Bood

At that moment, the bowl of

" e and the atoma of smoked

fish on the table caught my at-
tentiof; My mouth watered;as1
was without enough food the
pastdays: v
_;Surprisiﬂgijr,’- the: Japanese

_invired sme. 10 eat. Without

- waiting for a second fnvitation,

1 ate to miy heart’s content. Tate

like a'glutton. = -

© While T was eating, one of the
Japanese t0ok the thermometel
e found in my first aid kit and
began touse it o Lo :
The others found the adhe-
sive tape and bandages handv
Some - took: the Atabrine and
Quinine tablets. .
While they were busy decid-
ing who should take the rest of
she contents, 1 continued to eat
as fast as I could.
. inno time, consumed every-
fhing ‘on- the table. I’ regained

iy composure and was fully

satisfied.
“Then I fo

gyas left inside My

und out that nothing
first aid Kit ex-
cept the emetgency medical 1ags
“and the 5-¢¢ hypodermic syringe.
The Japanese §ave me a'bag
‘of rice and 2 bottle of fresh wa-
ter—perhaps, the price for ™Y
first aid kit. Truly, God heard my
“prayets and protected me.
- They ordered me to goand 1
did, purriedly. TEwas almostnoot
when I rejoined the march.

b
Not all Japanese were bad

~ Twalked animated with the
thought that. after ali, not all
Japanese were cruel and in-
human, some were kind and
considerate. . '

1 walked with renewed vigor
until I saw a man slumped on
the ground by the pond, bleed-
mg and reaching for a friit on
an :_:__pyerha;_zging -bough, When
he got it, he was shot. S

‘Some of us Were hitwith rifle
butts when' we attempted 1o
drink from the artesian wells
alongtheroad. . .

. The night overt
may, a town in Bataan overlook-
ing the sea, where we were al-
lowed to rest for the night.. . ¢
.~ Most of mj‘z»cbmradés_.toa
time out to cook whatever they
could. T looked ardund and saw
the city of Manila across the
bay 1 knew that the journey’s
endwasnear . o o

T also saw Corregidor to miy
right, the pitiful target of con-
tinuous artillery barrage.
“Ime#naged to improvise a bed

out of cogon grass. I lay down *

and stretched myself flat.
. The breeze was “Cold: T re-
viewed the past and evaluated
the future then fell asleep. ...
Not long afterward, I woke
up with a lagsitude and severe
headache and fever. I knew I
would chill again and I did. The
attack was so terrible that my
teethrattled: -
“*Continue  the march!” ‘the
J aPaneﬁé'gﬂ'ards"shoutéd: &
Moving wearily and labori-
ously like living skeletons, we
rn_arcped on. Aligning and re-
aligning four abreast was total
harassment. in all that commo-
tion, 1 lost my bag of rice-and
broke my bottle of water. ,
After we had walked for'al-
most two hours, I Heard the
guards yelling, this time to align
ourselves in single file, as they
dashed toward the rear of the
column. I knew they had some-

ook me in Li-

thing in mind again.
We stood still. Then I no-
ticed a checkpoint ahead

. where everyene was being

B4 e




/physically searched. -~ . .-
Searchand seizure -
" Disregarding ail tules of civi-
lized warfare, everything valu-
able to the prisoiers were COD-

" Prisonercount. i

fiscated—money, watches, jew- _;;Coﬁbentr_ation camp - . -

elry, fotintain pens and anything
that suited the gilards’ fancy.
" As I approached the ‘check-!
" point, 1 made up my. mind o
“give up my Elgin watch'and
“hoped ' they - would spare  the
money 1 had onme:-" -

~ A Japanese officer was St~
pervising the search: and in-:

' spection “while noncoms did
the "confiscationn. Money and
watches were preferred..
" Nothing escaped detection by
the greedy guards. Money fold-
ed and hiddén in pants’ seams:
were found and taken Bt
some prisoners wholooked des-
titute and weak were allowed 10
gounmolested.

" As the search was rigid, three

hours had passed before my

tuen - came. The guards had
watches étrapped on from wrist
to elbow and they readily no-
ticed my watch, which I gave
right away to divert their atten-
tion so that they would not
searchme farther. . .
“But one guard saw nmy gold
necklace with 2 crucifix, which 1
handed over with d prayer. ©
My original plan of diverting
their attention worked and I
was not searched further Had
that happened, = the money
taped to the sole of my foot
could have been found.

- Irwas verylate in the afterrioon
when we reached Lubao town in
pampanga. It rained 50 hard and
since it was alteady dari it was
easy for g to stip away unmoticed

“The situation was so imviting thal
- many took advantage of it, espe

¢ially those lving in the vicinity
and neighboring provinees. ° C

We-. reached - San - Fernandc
the followirig day, the final day
of - .the march. . We were
eramnmed into five warehouses
that aithough large could hard-
ly accommodate all of us.

My malaria attack was ovet
when we were marched again, this
tme to the railroad station. We
were put on railway hoxcars and
taken to Capas, Tarlac province.

=From there;we walked.8 kilo-.
meters to Camp- O’'Donnel: On

OUr way, we were greeted by
sympathetic people who lined

the roadsides. They gave us.

fruits, rice cakes and drinks.

They wept and prayed because:

of the uncertainty that we faced.
Qur group reached Camp

A phiysical -inventory by th
guard - was® scheduled 'in- the
morning. Any shortage of or an (YDonnell in: the afterncon: of
excess inthe number of patients April. 15, 1942. - The camp,
without reasonable explanations which-used to be 2 training
could result in grave reprimand place for soldiers, had been con-
or punishment. A pard_puqc_h Of yertéd . into: ‘a concentration
whipping with arifie butt in the. camp for war prisaners.. - -
face was often the punistiment. . We were soon divided into
‘We . assistant ward: masters| groups and subgroups: The Fil-
remedied the excess or shortage’ ipino g'roup: was under ohe Fil-
of . patients. by: loaning :SOMe ipinogeneral i o
from other - wards and Vice Ver- el L
: sa-,.'T_h'e'-disﬂep'anc'ies'happeneé : Ai[in“g Pﬁsqnerg e
simply because patients got lost! - The majority of us were sick
on their. way and ended up 10 of “malaria and dyséntery and
the wrong wards in fetuIming: were ralnourished so the camp
fropthe latrines. .- eventially. became’ a veritable
" Daily calisthenics' (rajo 2ais0 hgspital ward. -
to the Japanese) was condiicted |t was made of light fatetials
and we were made 1o Tecit® and could accommeodate 100 to
aloud “The Doctrine of -the 150 patients on its two decks.
South-East Asia Co-Prosperity some of the barracks were so old
Sphere” in Nippongo. - - and dilapidated that one of the
The food served was balled ypper decks collapsed, resulting
rice rolled in salt. More oftell in serious injuries to a nurmber of
than not, the rice was unevenly parjents in the lower deck,
.cooke_d,..notto:mf_:ntionp‘r_epared .. ]-was. designated . assistant
by dirty hands. At other Lmes we, ward master. at -wards with
had boiled sweet potatoes.. . more ot less 80 patients. In the
Cows commandeered by the afiernoon, I segregated the seri-
" Japanese were slaughtered and ougly ill patients who urinated
the meat was distributed to the and defecated unknowingly.
itchens. Once the beef was  gome of the patients who
cooked, it barely reached the se- were totally taken by illness just
riously ill patients in the wards. died, mouths open and devoured
Of course, the Yion’s share went by flies. I usually had 15 or 25
ft"'fhekit&enpefscﬂﬂdﬁ v dead patients in-the morning,

There was always astruggle for. and likewise 4t the other Wards.
food and only the fittest gotto eat.~ -~ e P
Commotion and pandemonium
happened during meals, a to each
his own kind of thing.




R

Profiteers . .. _
- ‘Canned goods found- their
way to.the camp through the
grass detail—people sent outto
get grass for the guards’ horses.
‘The buy-and-sell business was

donein Capas. o
~ The ‘goods: brought ‘to- the
camp were: sold:at- exorbitant
prices. ] remember buying acan
of sardines+for P50 and 4 can of

“corned beef for PEO. : _
" Prisoners who wete never as-
signed to the grass detail becamne
vietims of fellow prisoners who
turned profiteers. In the same
manner, the lack of medicine
made some prisoners rich
overnight. Quinine tablets were

sold at P5 each and sulfa drugs
werewent for P10 a tablet. e
. Those of us who
redicines because we found the
cost steep or we had no money,
bojled guava ree
had medicinal properties
for diarrhea and dysentery.

" Security inside the camp was
and rigid. The camp
was enclosed with double live-
wire fences. 1 saw @ prisoner
shot dead while attempting to
escape—meant 10 discourage
the rest of us from doing the

quite strict

same.

did not buy

bark, which
good

(I
No'sanitation _

With' utter disregard for:the
elemental rilés of hygiene and
sanitation, the Japanese fiever
provided us with proper facili-
ties for waste-disposal/ Latrines
were far Fom the wards and
were just straddle trenches. In
no time, they were full and
looked like boiling -pits with
maggots feasting on the filth.

At night, prisoners afflicted
with diarrhea were forced to
stop anywhete, and evidence of
their nocturnal suffering was
visible in the morning.

Water was 80 scarce, N0 one
took a bath during our entire
four-month confinement in ‘the
concentration camp. As a result,
most of us were-afflicted with
‘body lice, which bitand made us
quite uncomfortable at night.

In the morning when the sun
was up, alt of us, regardiess of
rank and position, were busy
killing lice, which hid in the
searns of our pants. '

e

Deaths rise
Deaths increased daily from
100 .a day during the first
month to nearly 300 or more in
the early part of August. The
bodies were just-wrapped in
army blankets slung on bam-
boo poles and taken to the buri-
alplace; -+ o o :
Burial details were twice a
day, morning ‘and afternoon.
The graves were dug to-accom-
modate five or more bodies but
as” deaths” increased tremen-
dously, ~bigger and - wider
graves: were” dug to fir 20" or
morebodies: o e
Since more graves were to be
dusg, ofténtimes burial was hut-
riedly done,: thus some hands
and feet were uncovered.
"I could have been one of
tHose who perished had I not
been released. My prayers to
see my family were answered.
God was with me all the time.
On Aug. 4, 1942, I was re-
leased on parole with the sec-
.ond batch as Prisoner of War
“*(Editor’s Note: Lt. Col.- Federi-
co-A. Peralta kept his release pa-
per written. mostly in Japanese.
Upon release, he was among
those made to board the train to
Manila. His older sister, a Bene-
dictine religious, had him met at
the train station. He stayed for d
while at St. Scholastica’s College

-dnd wore clothes borrowed from

a priest. . SR
Peralta wrote this piece in
1992, the 50th anniversary of
the Death March. He died in the
United States in 1995 at that
age of 80. Peralta and his wife,
Maria Luisa, raised mine chil-
dren, He left this manuscript
with his daughter Celeste. He
taught for many years at the
Philippine Military Academy be-
fore he retired. Peralta never re-
ceived compensation for his war
service despite repeated follow-
ups. He is the uncle of INQUIRER
columnist Ma. Ceres R Doyo.}
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Shrine of Valor-

1y, April 9, the country com-.
momorates Araw ng Kagitinganor the
National Déy of Valor in honor of the
Fiipino soldiers who oughtbeside the
‘American forces to defend the country -
from the Japanese army, History tells
* ot the battle - How the Japavese forces.
‘emerged as victors on-April 9, 1942
- after pulverizing the joint Filipino’ and-
American soldiers’ resistance, pursuing
them From the lowlands of Bataan up to
the top of Mt. Samat. The battle ended
the resistance.. 0
" The major landmark to remind Fili-
pinos of that batile is the Shrine of p7

rilla fighters, some of thentonly 12years .

Shﬁ;ﬁe Of Val()l". Laﬂdmar beo @l o also fought alongside our front lin-

ers,” Aguilar said. He noted that “many
Valor Mambana ng Kagitingan) which  country’s freedom during World War  soldiers then would only eat porridge

towers on top of Mt. Samat. 1 (WWID. once a day. Most of them had already
Brigadier General Restituto Aguilar «gyen if our soldiers were facing  gotten sick, but still wanted to keep on
of the Philippine veterans® Affairs Office heavy enemy firepowern our troops still fighting.”

(PVAQ) Veterans Memorial and His- managed to continue fighting to the Aguilar then likened the Filipino

teﬂcaﬁDiviSion,is proud of the ghrine’s ~ very end, while taking cover from the  soldiers’ seifless act of valor t0 how

significance in the Second world War. man-made small caves they've built,” Jesus Christ redeemed His people from

“oEThough ot the highest peak in ~ Aguilar said, “But that did not lastfor  theirsins.

Bataan, it gave our soldiers back then’ . Tong” o R TR . wphe towering cross atop Mt. Samat
a better vantage of where the enemies He said that the country had lost the -also. symbolizes our being Christians
would come from,” Aguilar, who is aiso air support when atmost all the Ameri-  and Jesus Christ’s sacrifices to deliver
the shrine’s chief curaton told the Ma-  can fighter jets stationed in Clark got  us from our sins. 1 think our soldiers
nila Builetin. The site iswhere hundreds wiped out while most of the piiots were pulied off the same deed for us during

of goldiers stood their ground knowing  eating Junch. the war years to safeguard our free-

that would be their last hattle. «ag time went by, the Japanese dom,” Aguilar said.

Completed and inaugurated in forces crept closer to Samat's defense

1970, the Shrine of Valor, according to perimeter near Pilar and Bagac, giv- In war, nobody wins
Bataan’s official website, comprises & ing Brigadier General Edward Xing, Aguilar, who used to be a combat sol-

land area of roughly 73,665 hectares Pataan’s commanding officer, no option  dief, said nobody wins in war. “We can
which consists of & colonnade and the but to wave the white flag,” Aguilar 10 longer turn hack the hands of time.

memorial cross (559 meters above séa said. They may have won, but many of them
Jevel) on Mt. Samat, Former President perished in the process, as well”

Ferdinand E. Marcos envisioned the Heroism knows no age The lesson he jearned from what
shrine as an appropriate memorial to «Majority of our war veterans were had happened: Always be ready to fight

those who perished fighting for the only 19 or 18 years old that time. Gue- for the nation, whatever it takes.
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Aguilar urged the youth to always
find time to read history books, “Sadly,
the existing education curriculum
hardly tackles the lessons learned from
the war years fo stir awareness among
the minds of the young. No wonder a
large chunk of the population barely
kmows history,” Aguilar said.

.“For gur part, we ate authormgbooks .

on what took place during WWII, before
we run it of war veterans who had car-

ned out cruclal tasks Y Aguﬂar sald

RS Thlsyear s rites .

Today, for the last time in his six-
year term, President Aquino will lead
the commemoration ceremonies at
the Mt. Samat National Shrine in Pilar;
Bataan, He will address the country’s
war veterans to assure them of the
state’s role to take care of them.

With him will be members of the
Cabinet, war veterans, youth repre-
sentatives, other sectors, and the Am-
bassadors of United States of America
and Japan will also be there, Aguilar
‘said, They will be welcomed by Bataan
Gov. Abet 8. Garcia and town and cify

Iayors.

Part of today’s ceremonies will be
the awarding of winners of the painting
and essay writing contests by Defense
Undersecretary for Civil, Veterans and
Retiree Affairs Jesus C. Millan, Philip-
pine Veterans Affairs Office Administra-
tor Ernesto G. Carolina, and Director
for External Partnership Services

‘Margarita Ballesteros of the Depart—

ment of Edtication.
- The second part of the program will

~ be the wreath -laying ceremonies te be
- led by President Aquino.

Formerly known as “Bataan Day,”
April ¢ was renamed as “Araw ng
Kagitingan” by Executive Order No. 203
signed in 1387,

After the Fall of Bataan, the Death
March started from Bataan to San
Fernando, Pampanga where the pris-
oners of war were joaded into poorly
ventilated train cars and brought to
Tarlac where they marched about 20
Ilometers to Camp {’Donnel in Capas,

“raflae. Thousands ‘of prisoners died

along the way. (With a report from Mar
T. Supnad)
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‘Philippines and United States det it . Captain Celoste #7022 o der
e doath of a Filipino soldierio:2 : US Balikstan 2016 spokesma, identi-
A it N G od the fatality’ Oﬁly'_gsf_a.:r_néiﬁbefl of

- diving accident.

PAF’S 710 Special Oi')eratidnS'Wing;i :

‘The Subic Bay Metropolitan, Au-
thority (SBMA) rescue tpam ledby Dr:
Julius Ceasar Farin tried to revive the
goldier. entouteto B aypointe Hospital,

dead at the hospitel

‘but was
at 5:25 p.uiL e T
" 'The PAF paratrooper had jumped
-off a C-130 plane during a trainingex-’
_ercise and was supposed to land on a
marked spoton the runway ofthe Subic
‘Bay International Airport (SBI1AY but
ipissed histarget: . - oo G

~ The-Armed Forces of the Philip-
pins (AFP) has refused t0 gi7e 4
D ey detals of the incident while te
1S military will reportedly ‘thake an
investigatiorinto the incident.
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BY RENE Acosm e

; HE Armed Forces on Fnday
. reactivated Naval Forces

NorthernLuzon (NavForNL)
that will focus on the Scarborough
Shoal that has been effectwely
occupied by China.

Nava! Forces Northern Luzon
was returned toits former status as
another naval unit more than two

“years after it was merged with the

Naval Forces West (NavForWest)

. based in Palawan.

NavForNL will be under the
Armed Forces. Northern Luzon
Command thatisbasedin President
Aquino’s home province of Tarlac.

“With the demands of our pres-
ent maritimessituation andtheneed

o have focus oh naval operatlons

‘in these areas of responsxbxhty, the

Navy Jeadership déemed to recon-
stitute these two orgamzatmns

2

. [NavEorNLand NavForWest]," Navy

~Acting Spokesman LCdr Manneth '

Derningo said;

- Vice Adm. Caesar Taccad Navy
flag officer in command, presided
over on Friday the reactivation of
the tWo naval forces as separate
units, installing Comrmo. Danilo
Rodelas as commander of the Nav-
ForWest and Capt. Albert Mogol as
acting commander of NavEorNL.
-.“These twounits were, brought

- pack to their original set up,” Do-

mingo explained. The Navy merged
the NavF orNLwith the NavForWest

‘more than two years ago, forming

Naval Forces Northwest, with the
commander of the Armed Forces
Western Command exercising
operational control over it.

The merger of the two naval

_ '_forces wasimplementedafter China
" seizéd Scarborough Shoal, located

near Zambales, following a stand-
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off with: BRP Gregorio del Pilar-in
2012 Beijingnow exercisesdefacto
. control over the shoal.
.. THe ‘merger of the two naval

units was questioned then, espe-
tially that Naval Forces Northwest

vas. based i Palawan;igiven that:

Scarborough Shoal, apart froro be=
ing the subject of 2 dispute with
China and where Filipino fish~
ermen are irregularly harassed
by Beijing, is Dear the waters of
Central Luzon. - .- - .
_ However, the military leadez-
ship explained at that time that
the merger was made in crder for
just one unit to be taking care of
the West Philippine Sea’s maritime
security. . .. :
Domingo said the two units
were reconstituted to their for-
imer status so that they could take
on their original maritime seci-
rity conterns, other than having

 orders of Aquino.

“distinct naval components.
“Kasi dati when it was meérged
into one, parang naguguluhaniyong

. ‘Northern Luzon. Ngayon naging
istinct na-siya, may kanya-kanya
e gila waaveng aperational com-
- mand;*she saidiie oo i
CanLast month Lt. Gen: Romeo
. Tanalgo;aMarine, assumed as com-

mand of the Nolcom, swapping his
positionas Armed Porcesyice chief
of staff with then Nolcom chief Lt.
Gen. Gloriose Miranda upon the

Miranda and Tanalgo are _’both
members of Philippine Military

" Academy Class of 3983. .

e med Forces Public Affairs
Office chief, Col. Noel Detoyato,

4aid the appointment of Tanalgo

s Nolcom chief was made ‘out of

“rnaritime consideration, apparent-

ly referring to problem involving
Scarborough Shoal.
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By JAIME LAUDE and ROEL PARERO
‘ltalian formet priest :-fha’t they _rec;_ovgr_e .
'Rb%taaﬁﬁ- ‘del’ Torx?chi-oﬂf;--_."l_‘_cs_;ch%@. at: a}'?l..‘?.‘-i._f‘ﬁ ?':3
was teleased by Abu p.m. when the priest:

ered by government e
| fgclglo?smﬁ; reportedly or_Z.a_r:}bg_a?}g?;%?yw .
affer payment of P130  Cayat's team was
million in yansom. . backed by the coast
- Supt. Wilfredo Cayat, - Guard, marxtz;l'ne po fce;
Sﬁlu’--ﬁéli’k:éjjprbv%nft:ia_l ;:,t:l}'e__:rxf_%gt}e_Kl na};p e’%s
commander, reported” 7 Turn'to Page

. AbUS F'f.dm"P'ége'ft

Group and-Joint |
Task Force Suly in
the recovery efforts.
It was not clear
if Del Torchio had
companions or who
had tipped off the {°
authorities about his
presence in the boat. .
" Del Toschio was
An ‘poor health and "
brolxajght to the mili- .-~ :.-'D._EE Tc_:rcf.u.q__ _
tary trauma hospital at Camp Teodulfo
Bautista in Busbos, Jolo, for medical
treatment. . . o : LeE
Intelligence reports showed that Del
Torchio was released by his kidhappers
after a series of negotiations that ended ity
the payment of the P130-million Tansont,
an informed source told The STAR.
Del Torchio was kidnapped in his Ur
Choice Bistro Pizza along Quezon Av-
enue, Barangay Miputak in downtown
Dipolog City in Zamboanga del Norte
last Oct. 7. Ten gunmien pretending to be
customers barged into his restaurant and

~ale him away.
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Retlred and active polm and
rmhtary officers are d1sappomted
| overthe “kid glove® treatiment of |
Phlhppme National Police (PNP)
“‘fJ)xrector General. Ricardo
Marquez on four generals who
.reportedly met with individuals
-identified with Liberal Party :
: standard-bearer Mar Rox&s :
o .-;iTmbune SOUrces, ¥
: re estedanunyrmty said Marquaz.:
e immediately ordered.
. the administrative relief of Director
“Generoso Cerbo Jr. and. Chief
‘Superintendents Re dio,
Bernardo Diaz'and Ronald Sdntos'
,after they were gpotted with
‘retired.: PNP Deputy Director

By Mar

and Angle M. Rosales: - - ‘General Marcelo Garbo Jr. at
“Navotel in Quezen Clt} iast
Saturday. :

- “Garbois lcienmﬁed Wlth fhe LP
—and ig openl}/ supporting Roxas,
_meeting with him atthis time is
~inappropriate for the four police
“generals,” a retired general told
' the Tribune, o
T e easy to- sa"v that he }

r;aeeﬁmg Was personal, but they.
otild all be aware thisis election
. time . nobody will believe that they
g not discuss electioriissues even
ifrthe barber shop, that sthe hot
pictoday,” he added, . :
. Marquez said unless 3f0rma! :
%mplaxnt with solid, ewdencﬂ is !
pél

X

i)

”é

sented against his gfficers, h
_will give theni the bénefit of the
doubt ani will not reteve them, -
j‘"‘ “If somebody cantell me they
weré talking about pohucs hthat
-meeting, T will relieve them,”
Marquez said , despite the fact that
a staff of Roxas was in that
. meetmg
"7 *If there are complamts my
officers were there to discuss
partisanship, to discuss how certain
politicians could be provided with
' anvt;hmss so that they will win then
Tesrar 0 fane 7

v

il
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,ga;e ili reheve our officers,” he'added
. But the retired general stressed. “for the

oéake ofthe entire police organization, the c}uef

PNP. s}mu}d actdecisively againstthese. ggnerals S

Hg keep the organization apolitical.”

i Cerbo is the chief of the PNP Directorate _

by Intelhgence while [0 isthe director of the

Cagayan Valiey polzce Santos is the deputy

sregional director for administration of the
-Southern’ Tagaiog pﬁhce and D;az ofthe Weqtem
Nisayas'police. -

& The four; Wearmg cmhan ciothes were'.

sreportedly spotted at the Novotel at the Araneta

Hoenter in Quezon City last Saturday, along with

sxetired PNP Deputy Director General Marcelo

FBarbo Jr. and Maj. Gen. Oscar Lactao, Inspector
General of the Armed Frees of the Philippines
KAFF).

i Garbe is identified with the LP and is

'ﬂeportediy supportmg the premdentxal bidof. .

“Roxas
e Also repoz‘ted!y present during the meetmg
awas s certain Thea Reyes, who s supposecily )
staff Roxas.
)1 The source noted that to-erase any doubts
#on the four generals, Marquez should have
mordered their administrative relief and called
"for an investigation.

+o “Instead of just taking their explanation, the
eehxef PNP shotild Have called for a probe to:

‘Hotise any doubts against the officers,” the
fource added.
.. Another source, a Camp Crame-based
tpfficial, noted that the four involved PNP
generals are all members of the Philippine
yMilitary Academy "Maharlika” Olass of 1084,
i shich has Roxas as honorary member,
*They are mistahs of Roxas and they were
talking with Garbo who is identified with the

PLL o

F T%—‘: AR

= :'/.FEL;‘REJ““E act LEipEaE™: g
win A

abuut’f"’ the second source asked,
“While we are giving them the benefit of the

: doubt it ‘would be prﬂper_for them to be

adm:ms'tratlvely' relieved to insulate the entire

PNP orgamzatmn from partisan poht;c:s,” he .
added i :

In. Galaca, Batangas LP standard bearer

Raxas was practically catght with his pants -
“down on his alleged collusion with police

' generals in’ carrying out h:s premdentml _
. campaign. :
" Vice presmlentiai canchdate Sen, Francls
“Chiz” Escudero-made this claim yesterday
following reports on the alleged attendance of

some active Philippine National Police (PNF)
generalsin an LP meeting in a hotel in Cubao,
Quezon City last weékend..

Escudero said ‘the- incident practically
canfirmed reports coming their way that Roxas

- has heen in close coordination with PNP officials

in.most of the LP's sorties,

e have heard of thisa Io.itg fime and that

he is recrititing active and retired generals of

““the PNP, Tt i5 just now that they have been

caught. Perhaps, they were caught in camera

~and photographs at the hotel, “he sald in an

ihterview with Teporters.
As such, Escudero said they will be filinga
formal complaint against some active FNP

officials and stap them with electmneermg and .
partisan polltmal actiwty charges... ; :
~Escuderois not inclined to beheve in the -

alibi given by concerned PNP officials {dentified
as Dir. Generoso Cerbo Jr., chief of the PNF
directorate for inteliigence and Chief Supts.
Rainer Idio, Bernardo Diaz and Ronald Santos
that it was just a chance encounter with a staff
of Roxas at the Novotel Hotel.

. “That is considered an gleetion offense,"
Escudero said,

J5

R
g g, it zogmen LT o F

e e e T

i I
ey i

Libexal ?arty and Roxas What will they ta.lk ' }
- already asked their lawyers to draft the complamt

.week ago.:

v
Tie W

e e emoem

As of £his wrstmg, the genator smd he has

notwithstanding the immediate and proper action
from Marquez as the PNP chilef hzmaelf publicly
assured when the 1ssue first came _out_neariy a

Escudero sald 1t Was nst proper and h;ghiy
irregular” for said PNP officials to meet with the.
LP campaign officers, especxa]ly since active police.
personnel are barred from partxcxpatmg, dn:ectiy
or indirectly, in partisari politics or electioneering -

He said the Partido Galing at Puso will file a

formal complaint against the erving police officials

before the office of PNP ch1ef Dlreetor General
Ricardo Marquez..”

Roxas had explained that his staff met vmh
the embattied PNP officials by chance and merely
had social conversations since they prevmusiy
worked together at the DILG. .. L :

Also yesterday, Escudeto condemned the
reperted disruption of some unidentified armed

_men in a political gathering | held by Partido
" Demokratiko PilipinoLaban ng Ba.yan (PDP- Laban)

in Sorsogon last April 1. .

“ seek the immediate mvest;gation by tixe PNP
of this incident to ensure that candidates running
for varions elective posts and théirsupperters
are safe and secire t6 campaign during this
glection season,” he said. .

“Such aftempts to coerce ami intimidate
candidates and the electorate, particularly with

. the use of high-powered:guns; have no placeina.

democratic countrylike ours. Thope thigincident
will ot be used by our political rivals to promote
unfair and untrue attacks against us by eonfusing

‘and distracting voters in order to advance their

political bids,” he said,

The voting public, Escudero said, should be
allowed to exercise their rights to freely choose
the candidates they want to elect in the coming
Mayv # pational and Jocal elections.
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Marine soldier, 2 armed men
sEam in Paanan encoumer

PUERTO PRINCESA CITY — A
corporal of the Marine Battalion'
Larding Teani (MBLT} 12 stationed -

in southern Palawan was killed

early; Thursday. morning .in a. -
firefight with still” unidentified "
armied men thaflasted an hourat -

Sitio Boalbial, Ba,rangay Eono-.'
' . Cornmandmg Officer Lt Col. Neph

bono, Batdraza:”
Major Moki Alan’ua cf the MBLT
12 said Corporal Alex-de Guzman

died after he'was'hit by & bullet .-
on theforeligad during the heavy.

exchange of gunfire in Beno-bono,
iust a few meters from the highway
on a high ground area.

He said that the incident
happensd around 6:10 a.m. and
ended an hour after.

De Guzmar, whao is from Jdelo,
Suln, was shot by one of allegedly

10mén, who were all can'ymg hxgh--' :
' " periding irvestigation.

powered guns.

The MBLT 12 officer furthered -

De Guzman was part of an eight-
man team that was just on regular
patrol because of the coming lecal
elections in the said barangay when
the armed men engaged them by
shooting first. .

Lo

De Guzman Wis thc only
fatality of the encounter, said

- Alzmia, while two were also dead
" in theenemy side, and others

wounded.

“When asked about the :dezztaty
of the armed men or if the incident
was election-related, - MBLT: 12

Padua §aid they.are. still
determining their identities with
the help of the Palawan Provincial
Poliee Office {PPO). :

On it being election- 1etated
he said there are factors to
consider before queh cenclus:on
is drawi.

“With the help of the Prowncz al
Police Office (PPQ), we will get
down to the bottom of this latest
incident in Bataraza,” Padua said,
deciining to-give furtuer detaxls

Bataraza, a first class

Tunicipality in the province of

Palawan, is under the areas of
concern list of the police and the
military following a series of
shooting incidents in the past

_ months, aceording to Padua. PHA
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2 naval units reactivated

s T'héfPhi]ippme_'N h
reactivited two ot is naval.

whits to address manitime. -

security concerns iri thie West:

Philippine S¢
- ThelaUn

The L pased N

val Porces Northern Luzon
(Navtornol) and Palawans -
based Naval Forces West = o

(Navforwest) were activated -
starting yesterday. The two -
naval units were disb anded ;-

two years ago to form the
Naval Forces North-West it
Palawar.

- With the demands of .2
1 Navfornol.

our maritime situgtion-and. -

oA

the need to focus on naval
'_opég_a_tions':_in;_tlr_ies_e__-aréas':_:.'_.; :
of responsibility, the Navy
1leadership:decided tore ¢
constitute these two of
nizations,” sad Lt Cmde.
. Maﬁhigﬂi'ﬁ_D_ommgoi Navy =~
 acting spokestrian. “The two-
anits were brought back to
their original setup.” = -
- Navy chief Vice Admi-
~ra) Caesax Taccad installed
- Commodore Danilo Rodelas

" as commander of the Navfor-

west and Capt. Albert Mogol
as acting_mmmander of _
-%-}aime Laude:

OFFIC HIEF i
ICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Teino. (02} 2459555 Local: 5285, 5205

Army Core Purpose Serving the people Secunng the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emaif add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5288, 5295

Gen Irlbem sind fhank.
i1also for the kindness.
: you wéraccorded ‘to me fn’”
many ‘of pur brief encoun-
; The A¥Pand ~oni:
Repuhhc ‘woild always be:
ataflil o your semces,
betioii-that!

o
by and: viridictive mianne,
‘by which PNoy fﬁﬁ:ﬂ to

".retlremant PG

go dmelt)sed
the Seont:
“the'.

iy

Press | _f.._ 'ff
Mayroon tayon FREE )
B e e auias 1o

Bradley: Th;rd B

yukis, sa Bu agang-- a!l our soldle :

Wawidel. - i s o Go the ight thitigai :
. Ba tuwing_ma __lab__an'si oo 4Gawinlang’ naim : i

Pacquing, ang libreng pé- palagi ang tama nang ang the way this’ pres1 ent: thelrloss The members.of

nood ga Kanyang mga labah - atibgmga Mamamayan ay “tredted :Gen: Bangit was’ 28RB (2nd: S(lzout Rangers

aﬁ ‘58 58 Miga ‘ginggawa ng mamithay nang pa apd,” among thig réasons Why,-__:ji'Battahon} u.nta.nly ind<

para g v o kaie thus said ‘Gen: Dodoy - early:o ;1 began to won-i: g
nating labat kayaj" whose physigie end bear- der if, =PN0V i : - Fambay : : oney
magkxta-kzta, magsama— ingno one would beligveis - gentleman. and g tivilized . as; Imme:“ilate ‘f‘ ficial:

sama tayo bukas! .. . one “ripe" for retirement. “perEenT; Tanung k sa : ai

- At -siyempre, ang muh - Yes,; dear rea&ers, 8ino Earlh ko moon: ™ = i
asalam& s ‘Bo- magsasabmg “Lyebo”. *b0

EEREShR DTl
“patuloy na- papgsupdria Ba eli; sptikas athi
g agrameng  ito ng: NPC- Fa "nitong malatat]

alamat mea bosm sa' . ngﬁ{o‘t sa‘ovaln
- Solarli e e Againalde,shehehel N : Beya

Mahgmaﬁg kaarawan. It gy well -be. that gui d;to B4 mnong ;

narmhukaskathzabeth-- ‘Gon. Iriberti ‘would be mo h ehell % - ihon

“Matil" Aspiras ng La Haion, retiring from ‘& very dis- Well;, now that he s'-

-atb Ba%}g; Harindwsng tngiis od militdry careér. about to step down Frora
gandap g inaka‘rectiér jubt several weeks befors  office and hopeﬁﬂly ‘into mg ‘Forther: mvest;gat;mn
sa iyong matinding karaxn- the change- of admgnistres  oblivion, the majority of in orderito determine any
daman at"maibalik ‘ang’ tion when thé votes for = our weople were relieved ‘administrative liabili
‘iyong” aawalazig paningin, our new president ‘have  io learn that all those. the.seldiers involve
May: tulong at awa ‘ang. all been counted am the: bad things they were say- this unfortuhate mcldent

i ng agamst PNoy when - thus: reads the 'statement
he wagistill running:ifor - r the
; i € : presxdent have come'truoe;
: ) : “the’ rilitary famﬂmr . ag&y, ‘aguy, aghi hehehs!
a press- statement frum w1th what happened in --Anyway, here’s a toast
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P .
;-the dszerence between Ilfe and
_death The nat_mn cannot_ walt for

_other disaster felzef operatmns
I can be launched Those who un-
_ dertake these operatl_o_ns often

. The AFP is not.lackmg in _men'
..'and Women who are preyared to

A
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THE WATION'S LEADING

CELEBRATION

74th ¢ Are

commemoration

Hoble and patriotic deeds in defense "

HE 74th anniversary of
Araw ng Kagitingan (Day
of Valor) on April 8 honors
the valiant defenders of
Bataan, Corregidor, and Bessang
Pass; As a prelude to Arawng Kagit-
ingan, Philippine Veterans Week is
observed on April 5-11 to promote,
preserve, and memorialize the ide-
als and heroism of Filipino veterans
who valiantly fought for freedom and
democracy.

The twin events will have sepa-
rate activities, but the objectives is
the same: honor Filipino soldiers
and veterans by remembering their

w ng Kagi

Erea a0 GaGhearms J0TEamal oo

-

myereah, AR Pk, L
. :T"W m:@mu b

NILA: BULLETI

Ao PER

of country and people and their
role in promoting sovereignty and

national security. This year’s theme |

is “Isabubay ang Kagitingan, Ka-
payapaan ay Pagkaisahan, Kamtin
and Mithiing Kaunlaran.”

Focal point of celebration on

April 9 is Dambana ng Kagitingan
(Shrine of Valor) atop Mt. Samat
in Pilar, Bataan, where President
Benigno 8. Aquino Il is expected
{0 give his message before an au-
dience of veterans and their Kin,
government officials, educators, and
representatives of the United States

tingan’

cetnn {07 baRHERELDLE Pubh LrRhou

Pave: MU o

and Japan in the Philippines. The.
three nations are riow allies for the
_attainment of peace, stability, and
progress. . | L

Phiiippiﬁe ' Ve_iéfa:n_s Week.

 gtarts with a sunrise ceremony

and wreath-laying at Libingan ng
mga Bayani. There will be a re-
view in veterans’ honor by Armed
Forces of the Philippines; a tribute
to Filipino heroes at historic Cor-
regidor Island, where there will
be tolling of bell, reciting of pledge
of patriotism, tour, and light-and-
sound show at Malinta Tunnel;
and “Paggunita sa Capas” to honor

GFFICE OF THE ARKY

CHIE

Lty v Palpeaihe e

those who perished in the Death March.
There was free special sereening of
historical film Heneral Luna, as well
as symposium on Images of Valor and
Victory, and book 1aunch of “For Love
of Freedom: Pursuit of Freedom From
Want” by Dr. Senen Asuan.

Araw ng Kagitingan recalls the sur-
render of over 76,000 soldiers ~ 67,000
Filipinos, 11,796 Americans and 1,000 Fil-
ipino-Chinese - by {Inited States Army
Chief Major General Edward P King
to the Japanese Army o1 April 9, 1842,
after a gallant stand that ended with the

F PUBLIC AFFAIRS -

!

LR

Fall of Bataan and Fall of Corregidor
and the 145-kilometer Death March
from Mariveles, Bataan, that ended
in Capas, Tarlac.

Congress passed Republic Act
3022 in 1961 declaring April 9 of ev-
ery year as Bataan Day. Letter of
Tnstruction No. 1087 on November
2¢. 1980, made Araw ng Kagitingan a

. pubtic ‘holiday to honor the soldiers

Email add: oacpa.armyZM2{(]vg:11aii.com -

pn He e e

who sacrificed for the country during
World War L. Executive Order No. 203
on June 30, 1987 proclaimed April 9
as Araw ng Kagitingan.
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le considering th
razenly declare
tement.

viaw rall thie Tuckéin her quest for the
[ solet usallow her fomake her case and argue her points.
* - Amid the freshround of military exercisesbetween the Philippinesand.
the U5, iand a lingering territorial dispute with China, presidential -
candidateMitiam Defensor Santiago drged the government o move
towatd self-reliance and end ifs dependence on American forces for
RSO B, e b e i e
"The Philippines will have toonce and for all abandonits full-spectrum
dependence on Arnerica as a guarantor of ifs national security,” said
Santiago, who is a major critic of the Visiting Forces Agreement and the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreemient at the Senate. ~ -
U THETady law miaker notéd that both the VFA and the EDCAare silent
* oy the extent of American'commitments o the Philippines, while imper- -
iling the country's sovereignty and welfare. It is also unclear whether the
I\;Ilu’mséDefense Treaty of 1951 covers the West Philippine Sea disputes;
she added. . ... st '

i Instead of relying ofi the U 5., or acqutiescing to China, the Philippines
“will have o augment iis surveillance, reconnaissance, and intelligence-
_‘pathering capabilities in order'fo efféctively monitor developmentsin its -
_surro'ﬁning waters, preferably atleast within its 200~ nautical-miles
- exclusive economic zone,” Santiago said. S
7 Shethenvowed arefurbished, empowered, and well-equipped Philip-
pine Coast Guard if elected president, o protect the country’s territoriat
“integrity. through ‘civilian Jaw ‘enforcement operations against illegal;
“underreported, and” untegulated fishing, especially from China and -
* Vietnam. - R P
"7 Santiago said white-hull coast guard forces, not grey-hulled raval
“vessels, should primarily be deployed in the West Philippine Sea. "The
moment the Philippines employs naval vessels for law-enforcement
operations, asitdid during the Scarborough Shoal standoff in 2012, itrisks .
escalation and all-out war,” she added. R G
The law maker also said that in the issue of territorial integrity, the
Armed Forces should be developed only second to the Coast Guard. She
noted, however, that it is t:ruu:ia}iJ for the AFP to adopt a more outward,
inaritime-centered security doctrine, instead of focusing on domestic
security. -
“Obviousiy, the Philippines or any regional state car: siever match
Chinese defense spending, but we will have to have to develop minimum
deterrence capabilities that allow us to resist and inflict sufficient retali-
ation if China continues to undermine Philippine territorial integrity,”
Santiago said. e Ee
Onceelected, shesaid she would fortify Philippinepresenceindisputed
areas, by effectively maintaining, if not augmenﬁn%, its facilities in Pag—
Asa, Ayungin, and other features under its control, in order to provide
_minimum necessary protection against Chinese adventarism.
Impeccable stuff of state craft, don't you think?

T
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THE BATTLE of Bataan was fought on Jan. 7-April 9, 1942,
or 74 years ago, by the Usaffe (US Arined Potces in the Far
Eist) commanded by Gen. Douglas MacArthur, It was the
most intense phase of Japan's invasion of Filipinas during
Warld War IL i o il sl e
“Japan’s atinihilation of the US naval fleet at Pear] Harbor
on Dec: 8: 1941; left Bataan @nd:Corregidor the only Allied
strongholds in the. s i L N
region. .o Tamid: :
MacArthur's  failed
-plan:total defense:
of -the :islands b
stopping the enemy -
~on. - the bedches, ==
“Sadly, ‘his “paper” army never had Washington's. approval
from the very start due tohis ambition torur as US president
versus FranklinRoosevelt. o0 cbe i e .
~On April 3, Good Friday, the 65th “Summer” Brigade ofit
Gen, Akira Nara led the mopping-up campaign in Bataan,
coineiding with the death anniversary of Japan’s first emper-
or, Jimrriu, The neophyte unit hiad a strength of 7,500 mostly
overage soldiers seeing battle for the first time. Arrayed
against jt were mountains it had never explored; jungles it
had no maps of, and the Usaffe composed of 65,000 Fil-
ipinos, 15,000 ‘Americans, and 10,000 soldiers of the ' US
Arfiy and the Philippine Constabulary There goes the myth
of Japan’s superior forces in Bataan, after Nara captured
Mt. Limay, facing the northern sfope of Mt. Samat on April 9,
the defense iropically led by Gen..Vicente Lim, his classmate
at Fort Benning Infantry School in 1928, 5 oo Sy
_ Greatly humiliated, Maj. Gen. Edward King Jr. “ancondi-
tiotially surrendered the Usaffe to Col.- Motoc Nakayoma,
stressing that he represented only himself. It was the great-
est capitulation in US history since the Civil War in the Battle
of Harpers Ferry in 1862. - o RO
- On May 9, Lt. Gen. Jonathan Wainright surrendered 10,000
troops in Corregidor to Lt. Gen. Masaharu Homma “with bro-

ken heart and head bowed with sadness, but not in shame,”
. * ko . .

Reynaldo V. Silvestre

1t time to'debunk the fancy myths about sacrifice against
““gyerwhelming odds,” if we aré to adhere to a peopie’s view:
- of our history. John Toland’s “But not in ‘Share” bared it
all—a prodigious and painstaking research on-the six
months after Pearl Harbor (Signet Books, 1961}, ..
_Unknown to MacArthur, the Pensacola convoy bound for
Manila with planes and men were diverted to Fiji on Dec. &,
Troopships President Johnson, Bliss, Etolin and President
Garfield were ordered back to San Francisco. In Manila, by
nightfall, two destroyers undergoing repair in Cavite, to
include supply ships, left port (pp. 73-74}. o
Washington's order to turn back was prompted by the fear of
losing more men and ships after Pear] Harbor. But Wake had not
fallen, Guam still stoad, and the Pacific was still American water
and could have been kept with a lirtle display of nerve. With the
Pacific open, supplies would pour into Filipinas and Allied bas-
tions in the Far East, like the Atiantic was kept open throughout
" the war despite zealous Geimnan U-boots (p. 215). But Washing-
ton took 110 risk, made no effort to send supplies, gave up the
Pacific on the first day of the war—hence Bataan fell! _
Unknown also to MacArthur was a secret British-Ameri-

can military pact concluded long before Pear] Harbor: Adolf
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL Hitler was the threat to the democracies and ali supplies and 1o, {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
-men must go to Burope. It was agreed by the high commands

of both that the main strategy in the Far East would be defen-
Army Core sive. Paradoxically, America declared war against Japan but j the land.

forthwith fought the Germans.




TESTTAS T 2Tl TEILEETT . ez

i

Thus, when Martila was about to tal on a CANsunas week,
Roosevelt-had a tayo-tayd:-lang conference with Winston
Churehill, during which they agreed that Europeans in peril
from Hitler had the priority over Orientals in peril from
Hideki Tojo. The colonies ini Asia could wait. R
- Angered by the US selloat, President Manuel L. Quezon
proposed to Roosevelt the grant of immediate indepen-
‘dence, a neutral Philippines, withdrawal of the armies of US
and Japan, and that neither should occupy bases

islands. Roosevelt rejected the proposal, =~ - S
" Dismayed,” Quiezon' tesigned and sent a savage ‘letter 10
Roosevelt'on Jat:31; “This war isnot of otr making. We decid-
ed tofight by your side and we have done the best we could and
‘e are still doing as much unider the circumstances. But how
long are'we going to be left alone? ... Twant to decide in tny
" own mitic whether thére s justification for allowing all these
‘ento be kifled 'when“for the: final outcome*of the war:the
“shedding of their blood may be-wholly urtnecessary” {p:178).

Jan Orange-3: (WPO-3) was effected on Dec, 22
-af cArthur's 11th and 71st Divisions were routed by
“advancirig’ Japanese: alast-resort ‘meastre in:c

“successful eniemy invasiorl to retreat to Batdan and @oﬂéﬁ-
«:dor and keep Manila Bay open for reinforcements by the US

authors'of WPO-3 havedeﬁmteword from Wash-

the
ington that the navy could be expécted, or at least some effort”
would be made'to send help within ¢ix months? If none; and
“all indications wete ‘that Washington had been very distreet
~gind coy, then Bataan was a bureaucratic crime—the-use of a
plaii with utter disregard for its intention or.the conditions it
" presupposed. Filipinos fought in Bataan for a plan—o fight
‘until ships came, They fought and died because fione came,
and none was ever coming in the first place. It
“There is no evidence that the horrors of the Death March
_-were planned by Homma and his staff. They planned a quick
~ and orderly transfer from Bataan to Capas of the pri of
war-—to be gathered in Balanga then carried on frucks
. 'Sap* Fernando—whont ‘théy estimated -to ‘number: only
25,000-35,000 at the end of the fighting (p.341). -2
Organization” collapsed ori how to transport over 70,000
prisonerson “only 200 ‘ttucks. So theywere marched by
Japanese soldiers wearied by battle, vexed by the chore, and
* despising those who had surrendered. The Japanese mariual
reads: “To be captured not only mieans disgracing the army, but
“your parents and family will never be able to hold up their

 heads again: Alvays save the last round for yourself” (p. 361).

7" We boast that our holdout in‘Bataar for three moriths fatal-
ly ‘tipset Japan’s war timetable. Absolute nonsense. Homma
. expected to take Bataan in six months; he did it in three. The
Japanese advanced according to schedule all over Southeast
Asia, spilled over its extteme limits into the shore of Australia
by the first week of May, swept up the whole of the East Indies,
‘and annihilated the Allies’ Pacific fleets in the process.” ©
Bataan had no military value except as propaganda, and its
conquest was a matter of pride. Homma belonged to the ang-
war, pro-West faction in Japan and was an archenerry of Tojo
{p. 111}, who wanted him to fail—with poot maps; bad intel-
ligence reports, and taunted for delay in the mopping-up op-
eration (p. 208). But he chose to win and was hanged by the
victors for proving himself 2 berter generat than MacArthur,
Today, there will be the usual rhetoric on Bataan as a symbol
and inspiration of the free man’s readiness to fight for his liber-
ties to the end. But how? Thousands of its defenders were still
~ alive to surrender! It can be an inspiration only to dupes, and
. shouid be ari old warning to this nation that cries, “Put not your ——=~
trust in foreign princes”—especially under a US-sponsored .£2:7icca

- s
ETLE EaLE
A

. Reynaldo V. Silvestre, a retired Army colonel, bemedaled officer

-~ and multiawarded writer, belongs to Class 1968 of the Van-

guard in UP Diliman, and was teaching political theory at UP
Manila when called to active duty os first lieutenant in 1975,

Z

Edca recently upheld by the Supreme Court as constitutional. om0
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EDITORYAL |
_ ARAW NG mmm ARAW J
NG PAGLIMOT NG MGA KANO

ARAW n'g' Kag "ng 'g'ayon at tinutukoy ang:
76, 000 sundalong__Flifpl 0 at Ar_nerlkano na sumuko
sa araw’ na__lto sam Ha_ n noong. 1942 kaugnay_

nas hanggang Oktubre 10 1945 g
abmg heneral : :

ingan famang pala Iahat ito & _saff_.‘
ropa Iaban sa Germany at Etaly

' hanggang Capas Tarfac o
agkaroon ng tunay na kahu!ugan ang
' Araw g Kagitingan, magandang lpangaral ang’
' sana y h:ndl pagigmg pulub: ng mga Filipino sa ka-
hit sinong dayuhan sa mga laban para sa pamban-
‘sang kalayaan at pagmatnahal sa bayan. '

A
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RC Cola-Army’s
Jovelyn Gonzaga (8)
and Joanne Bunag -
alevate to stop Cha
Criiz'of F2 Logistics -
in yesterday’s game
“atFilol Flying V.. ..
CenterinSanjuan.
S ADGUST DELACRUZ

SO AMES TODAY.
- {Fil-Oil Fiying ¥ Centet, -
s San duag)is o
12:30 p.m—Fetron’ .
~oyg F2 Logistics -

: S7Cola

1+ vs RC Cola-Amy- .

By Marc Anthony Reyes - S
RC "ColaaA'rmy and visiting EST Cola of Thai-

“Jand crished. their respective opponents.last.
night to set the stage for a titular showdown in -

the Philippine Superligd Invitational Cup at
Fil-Oil Flying V Center in San Juan.

EST Cola needed just one blitzkrieg in the-

third set to frustrate two-time champion
Petron, 25-12, 25-12, 25-23, for its second win
in as many games. The youthful Thai teamn will
face the Lady Troopers today for the crown.
_ Earlier, RC Cola-Army imposed its might
against F2 Logistics to post their gecond suc-
cessive win, 25-21, 25-20, 25-16. .

The Tri-Activ Spikers struggled in the first

98

- points - to . put- ‘things- -0 _
“Chuewulim topscored for EST Cola with 14

eb i s wih E5T

two sets but tested the Thais in the third and

led by as much as 14-10 and 23-20. _
Srithong Wipawee and. Sasipom Jantha-
wiset, howeves, combined to score five straight
ot things in. order. Sutadtha

points. PR
“Our objective is to beat EST Cola,” satd RC
Cola-Army coach Emilio “Kungfu” Reyes. “But
we didn’t take the local teams for granted.” -
F2 Logistics reeled with 0-2 record in the fi-
nal round and will try to redeem itself in to-
day's game againstPetron.. . . L
“we will try to control the tempo of the
game (against EST Cola) because we can't
match them speed for speed,” said Reyes.
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Navy restructures Luzon forces amid sea dispute
From the Philippine Daily Inquirer (Apr 8); Navy restructures Luzon forces amid sea dispute

The Philippine Navy has reactivated the division of jts operational commands in Luzon, almost a
year after merging its field units, in its aim to strengthen the country's maritime domain.

“We reactivated :t'_h'e two naval operations command—the Naval Forces Northern Luzon and the
Naval Forces West. It used to be the Naval Forces Northwest.” acting Navy spokesperson Lt.
Cmdr. Marineth Domingo told media on Friday.

Last vear, the Navy merged the Naval Forces Northern Luzon in La Union and the Naval Forces
West in Palawan under the Naval Forces Northwest to combine their facilities and equipment amid
China’s aggressiveness in the South China Sea (West Philippine Sea).

Domingo explained that the units were restored to their previous state for them o have focus on
naval operations. While the merged unit had the same responsibilities, it created confusion in
communication lines. prompting the leadership to reconstitute it back fo its past form.

Navy chief Vice Adm. Caesar Taccad led the ceremonies for the reinstallation of the two units on
Friday.

“it dées not diminish the two operational commands. It does not diminish the capability and capacity nung
two operational commands natin. it's just that they were given the distinction now. mas naging distinct iang

sila. para na rin in support sa ating higher headguarters.” she said.

The Naval Forces West is under the command of the Commeoedore Danilo Rodelas while the Naval

Forces Northern Luzon is commanded by Capt. Albert Mogol in an acting
capacity. http://globalnation.inquirer net’138456/navy-restructures-luzon-forces-amid-sea-dispute

7l
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Convicted terrorist Umar Patek wants to help in hostage negotiations
From the Jakarta Post (Apr 8): Convicted terrorist Umar Patek wants to help in hostage negotiations

Widespread panic over the fate of 10 Indonesian sailors taken hostage by the Abu Sayyaf
terror group in Sulu Island, the Philippines. has upset Umar Patek, a convicted terrorist
currently serving time at the Surabaya Class 1 Penitentiary in Porong, Sidoarjo, East Java,

Umar says he is ready to help the Indonesian government negotiate with Abu Sayvaf
militants, Kompas.com reported. The convicted terrorist claims he is acquainted with the

leaders of the Abu Sayvaf militant group.

At the peak of his career, Umar was elected a council member of Abu Sayyaf under the
leadership of Khadaffy Janjalani for the period 2005-2006. Council leadership positions
were held by senior leaders in Abu Savyaf. The council determined the policy of the group.

The leaders of the Abu Sayyaf faction currently holding the 10 indonesians hostage are Al-
Habsi Misaya and Jim Dragon, alias Junior Lahab,

Umar claims that when he was still 2 member of the Abu Sayyaf group, Jim was
considered a senior figure. Meanwhile, Al-Habsi was gonsidered a junior member.

At that time, he elaborated, Al-Habsi's duties were focused more on handling the
documentation of hostadge executions such as the execution of seven workers from the

Philippines in 2007,

“i knew them well, Based on a sense of humanity, | offer myself to help the government.
This is because the Indonesian qevemment s calls to the group, with support from the
F’hthppme government, will not be effective. Abu Sayvaf considers the Philippines an

enemy,” says Umar.

The terror convict further said that Indonesia had significant leverage in its bargaining position for
the release of the 10 crewmen. This was because the hostages were from Indonesia. a Muslim

country.

Moreover, Umar says Al-Habsi and Jim have soft personalities and are open to
communicating with anyone. They are not affiliated with the Isiamic State movement.

“The chance for success in the negotiation process is about 80 percent. It is likely that
they don’t know the 10 hostages are from Indonesia,” says Umar, who once fought in 2005
against a joint Philippine and US task force in Talayan, Sulu isfand, the Philippines,

in 2003, an Indonesian citizen, identified only as Zulkifli, was taken hostage by Abu Sayyaf and
released shortly after the militant group learned that he was from Indonesia.

It was Umar that persuaded Abu Sayyaf leaders to release Mary Jean Lacaba, a member of the
international Committee of the Red Cross. He asked Albader Parad, an Abu Sayyaf ieader, to
release Lacaba, saying that torturing women is ferbidden under sharia. Lacaba was released in
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Umar was arrested in Abbottabad, Pakistan, on Jan. 25, 2011. four months before Al Qaeda
jeader Osama bin Laden was killed in a security operation conducted by US Special Forces in

the same city.

Umar is serving a 20 vear senfence due to his involvement in the first Bali bombing in
2002. After the Bali bombing. he flew to the Philippines to join with Abu Sayyaf.

http:Awww . thelakartapost.cominews/201 6/04/08/convicted-terrorist-umar-patek-wants-to-help-in-
hostage-neqotiations. himl
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BK 2016 || Urban SAR Training Officially Starts in Tanay

CAMP CAPINPIN, Tanay Rizal (DWDD) — As part of this year's PH-US Balikatan Exercise (BK16), the
Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Field Training Exercise (FTX) formally opened today, April 8 in a
ceremony at Camp Capinpin Tanay, Rizal.

The said exercise will be conductad by combined elements of the US™ Hawal! National Guard (HING: and
the Southern Luzon Command (SOLCOM} of the AFF. MGEN Remec & Gan. Commander of 2nd Infantry
Division. Phil Army welcomed the participants lead by BGEN Kenneth S Hara. the Duputy Adjutant
General of the Hawaii National Guard.

The USAR FTX is focused on the Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response {HADR) staff exercise
of Seleom's Unified Command Staff concurrently ongoing at Camp Aguinaido. in his remarks. BGEN
Hara emphasized the US' commitment to assist in enhancing the capabilities of the AFP in addressing our
core security concerns which includes not only territorial defense but also man-made and natural

disasters.
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MGen Gan likewise cited the significance of this USAR training to the AFP given the magnitude of the
potential earthquake that could devastate Metro Manila. The USAR training is intended o enhance the
capability of the AFP personnei particularly the Reserve units under SOLCom, as well as to share HADR
TTPs and personal experiences between US HING and AFP. A total of 125 active Reserve AFP personne!
participates in the training and a team from Army’'s 525th Engineer Construction Battalion assisting the
HING during the course of the training. LMC / MCAG / Photos by AW2C Marice! N Batara
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SKY WARRIOR Il A2C Dumansi, an “Experienced Parachutist”

MANILA (DWDD) - “It has no direct effect to the existing Balikatan exercise and is considered an isolated

incident. this is a freak accident. and we cannot control nature”

B

This was the statement made by Capt Celeste Frank Sayson, Public Affairs Officer of the Joint Balikatan
Media Bureay, in regards the tragedy that struck the PH-US Balikatan 2016 Military Exercises yesterday
when an airman. identified as A2C Jover Dumansi of the 710" Special Operations Wing (SPOW) of the
Philippine Air Force, experienced ‘wind drag” that blew him away from the main landing zone towards the

nearby sea which was more or jess 30 feet deep.

The 710" SPOW was conducting Parachute Proficiency Exercises with the 320" Special Trainin
g g

Squadron of the United States Air Force.
Capt Sayson also assured the public that A2C Dumansi is a seasoned parairooper, having done airborne

operations so many times. and what happened to him was purely an accident. Al safety precautions are in

place.

He added that all other airborne cperations / exercise between the US-PH Air Force, Marines and Army
would still continue as scheduled. AES / MCAG / Photos Courtesy of Elaine Joy Cruz / Leah Burgos

and Ervin Bajala.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




