Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

Serving the people.
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Army vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.

11 APRIL 2016
Pﬁsﬂ TITLE WRITER NEWSPAPER
1 Weather Forecast PDIp. A28
NATIONAL NEWS
2-3 Pinoys to Manny: You’ve done us Delon Porcalta | Phil Star p.1
proud
ARMY RELATED NEWS
4 18 soldiers, 5 Abus Killed in Basiain Roel Parefio Phil Star p.18
clashes
5.6 18 soldiers killed in Sayyaf ambush Julie Alipala PDip. A1
7 AFP chief orders sustained combat vs Jaime Laude Phil Star p.18
Sayyaf
8 Wounded soldiers sips own blood to Roel Parefio Phil Star p.18
survive during clash
9 Gov't assistance for fallen soldiers Christina Mendez Phif Star p.18
sought
10 Freed ltalian hostage now at Mia Bulletin p.16
Zamboanga hospital
AFP RELATED REWS
_ Gazmin files libel raps over AFP - | Jaime Laude Phil Star p.13
1 helicopters _ i
12 Gazmin files libel raps vs accuser Julie Aurelio PDI p.A2
13 US rocket launchers won’t stay in Elena Aben Mia Bulletin p.4
Palawan
14 S defense chief opens Asia trip to talk | AFP PDip.A22
defense
15 $40-M US military aid laude Efren Montano Peopie’'s Tonight p.7
16 Photo: Heroes Recognized PIA Mia Times p.A7
Panalo ni Pacquiao, konsolasyon sa Elena Aben Balita p.3
7 larp
18 Military official: Pacman win ‘a source Mario Mallari Daily Tribune p.3
of comfort’ for battle-hardened soidiers
COMMENTA&RY / EDITORLAL
45 Deafening silence from the President on | Ellen Tordesillas Malaya p.B4
Basilan tragedy
20 Hindi kaya ng FP ang Abu Sayyaf Ngayon p.4
21 Patayan sa Mindanao Remate p.5
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5 Talupan ang ‘supplier’ ng armas ng Abu | Korina Sanchez Bulgar p.3
2 Sayyaf
23 Wagi ni Pacman natabunan Al Pedroche Ngayon p.4
24 Ending terrorism president’s job Bernadette Tamayo | Peopie’'s Tonight p.7
58 Bongbong to AFP: Be transparent on Bongbong Marcos People’s Tonight p.7
clash with ASG
5 What’s magnificent about withdrawal of | Hermenegiido Cruz § PDI p.A14
2 US bases?
27.98 The Great hoax on the Marcos burial Antonic Montalvan { PDI p.A15
) il
ONLINE NEWS
UPDATE 1] AFP mourns the death of 18 Lui www.dwdd.com. ph
Soldiers Dead, 53 Others Wounded in
Tipo-tipo Encounter
6 sa 56 sugatang sundalo sa ASG enc,, Marityn Delos www.bomboradyo.com
2932 kritikal ang kondisyon Santos
ASG tinangkang pugutan ng ulo ang 2 sa Anne Soberano wyw.bomboradyo.com
18 nasawing sundalo
Mga sugatang sundalo sa Basilan clash Marilyn Delos www .bomboradyo.com
pinarangalan Santos
Recto: Bets should discuss Abu Sayyaf vww.philstar.com
in next presidential debate
33-34
Sundalo sugatan sa encounter vs NPA
www.bomboradyo.com
Prashanth www thediplomat.com
US-Philippines Alliance to Reach ‘New Parameswaran
Level: US Defense Chief
35-38 wwwe update.ph

Korean manufacturer to provide PH
Marines 8 new Amphibious Assault
Vehicles

Gracel Ortega

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision By 2028, & world-class Army that is e source of national pnde

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-3555 Local: 6285, 5295

Z( April 2016

KU&BE OF BIBH
EHF.ND{NG CVER NOR’!‘HERN' .
o AND ca-lrw. tuzon

: ASTRRLIGS
AFR%CﬂNG EASTERSS SECT!GN or
. soumzm wzaN VES'MS i

: Wnu. Wik 500 my

; mmwgmﬂmw& :
mmwwmm i

LABAS

R PRIBCERA
b B N 2533*3
1 phGWID li.ﬂimj
S - WG %
! %%?M&&&@Wawmgﬁmsm

mmm@m}

OFFiCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa. army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

\




Areme vision By 2026 & wolld-C
v vision By 2028 a world-class aArnm that 1s & sourss of natiena Te

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmaii.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

{2& April 2016

cqtnao did not disappoint: hm legi
afching the match ini the Phi

_bout before retmng from boxmg
- With his retirement, Pacquiao, a con-
: f_'_gi-tessm of Sarangati, is looking forward
o wir aseatin the Senate in the May

"'happy because our
iny: will win were an-
orena, 2 67-year—old

. it IE]omar Bmay hailed
1o acquxao s vmtory ovér Bradley. -

. “Tjoin the nation i ‘congratulating
Manny’ Pacquzao in his victory agamst

_Tlmothy Bradley,” Binay said. .-
”Marmy has agam %hown the Flhpmo
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cquiaoalso’

“colleage Pacquiac’s ¢ Bradley Vi
v ‘Healso suggested to the congres d

 congratulated him yesterday for hislatest . Healso suggested to the Congressmars
~victory: radley. oo ilitary teservists to focus on teaching -
: ' Has solidifie _ - other Filipinos the sport, with Pacquiao

ry’s greatest boxing icomn. - ' R

as trainer upon his retirement. =~ 0 -
smility and generosity that -~ Col: Benjamin Hao said Pacquiao’s
victory- further boosted the morale of

“Yet, it is]
make h Tatger than lfefo out people,” _ victory further boosted the morale of
peaker . ' ... troops despite what happened in Basilan
the other day. .

T count

Speaker Feliciano Belmonte Jf.said.
' Majority Leader Neptali Gonzales I1 . the other o
said Pacquiao’s newest win “will further. © - “The Philippine Army- XPresses its.

inspire Filipinos to persevere in life.” " happiness on the wir of Army réserve

-+ “Congratulations to him. Hemakes us . Lt. Col. Manny Pacquiao that at least

Very pro f " he said. . compensates for the loss of our troops in

ate

b iPhislaller mstinot and
_he was able to knock down Bradley twic

“quiao’s ‘win “has given the Fi ping :

o’s win “has given tl
B pebple__a-_hew. radiating sotirce
l-_';E_’tﬁd'pﬁde'.”_'”'.""": AHNE SoUrt

* vatl'once'we put our heart, mind, and soul
o whatever test we are facing,” he said.

Sens. Nancy Binay and Juan Edgardo

of honor ... t : !
ST e DT happy for Pacquiac, with the Philippine
. “The deeper meaning of his win over. Army taking pride in his latest boxing
. Bradley is a message of our ability to pre- .

_But just the same, everybody was

performance. ~With Reuters, Delon Por-

‘calla, Jess Diaz, Helén Flores, Jose Rodel

Clapano, Edith Regalado, Jaime Laude,

'Christina Mendez, Perseus Echeminada

AR
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xplammg-that the terror- Khattab 15 an

sts initially Had the up-.
-per: ground and were us--
1ng high
“and explosives to stop the -
_troops whose mission was

_mand (Westmmwm) spokes
marn - Major: Filemon Tan"
‘said that some soldiers wer
___beheaded ‘but he dechnedﬂ
to give the exact number:

hadlst ‘who was. umfyz'ng

_-"the Abu Sayyaf w;th nter-
owered: weaponsj ;
His compan n-,:MaIaysmn
CjiHadist Mohammad: Najib”

Husqem ahaq Abu. Anas

.as ground forces continue to.
“validate the allegatzon He.: 1

last Dec. 15 ©
- The military. has’ yei to
: ._-off_xc1a11y release the names
* §f the fatalities pending no- -

“tification of their next of kin.
Tan said they were from the .

" 44th Infantry battalion, 4th

Special Forces battalion and.

4th Cavalry troops. .

Although craters were -

seen on the ground, he ex-
plained that these were not

caused by land mines but by .

- mortars and M203 rounds
fired by the Sayyaf fighters
led by Isnilon Hapilon and
Furuji Indama.

“But the troops managed .

_to capture Abu Sa)ryaf leader .
smlon Hapﬁen.... -

to retahate and repel the
- Abu Sayyaf militants fmm'_

- seizing the momentum,
- fa¢tions to evade pursuing

troops. = ;W:th }'alme Laude'

Tan said."

“He added tha’c mihtaryf.-

' operahom contmue as the

terrorist groups withdrew
and splintered inte smaller
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. . day after the. handlts_ ho ha

L SWora: aﬁegance to the: Isiamzc afte Atons

: State (IS) }Lhadwt group mn Iraq

/\ Aprit 2016
- '.By Julie S. Alipal
Inquirer. Mindanao
g gzmrnen in Basilan o

came after Al Apni 8 ransom
" deadline set by the bandits, who'
~ had threatened to behead three
Westerrers and a Filipifio woman
‘they had been holding hostage
sinee September Jastyear.”

< “Eyen as We . speak,. there is.an
P encounter .going ot in ‘the same

place,” said Triberti, Who flew 0
the- mliltary’s Western Mindanao
wand ‘base . in.. Zamboanga
nday with Defense Sec-

retary Vo . Gézmirl to visit the
WO cEe and assess the situation.

“whole’ armed forces:
ing,” Triberri- told - rep rter___,__

‘feferring to the deaths'of the 187
' soldiers, one of the miljiary’s.
biggest battlefield losses in-a-

smgle day in recent years..

“He said Saturday mommg’s
clash with the Abu Sayyaf in
Bagumdan village, T1po-Tlpo
, town, lasted for 10 hours.

* At least four soldiers wete re-
portedly beheaded in the fighting,
whlch involved about a hundred

Abu Sayyaf. baridits led by Isnilon.
Hapilon, for whom the US state
department has offered a bounty

of $5 mhillion, and Furuji Indama.

* mourning. - The

=t sma]l but vmlent group:'..
“kinown “for extortion, kidnap-.
pings _for ransom, b_eheadlngs

" 'The s;:okesperson for the mil-’

itary unit involved in the clash
said the soldiers were on ‘their
way to attack an Abu Sayyaf
hideout when they were hit.

" “Our group vras heading to at-

tack them. On the way, they were
arnbushed,” Col. Benedict Man-
quiquiis told radio station dzRH.
“The enemy had the high
ground 50 no matter where our
soldiers fled to seek cover, they

-could still be hit by the heavy

ﬁxepower and improvised explo-
sive devices of the members of
theé Abu Sayyaf group,” he said.

‘But Iriberti said the toops, from .

_— Chatlie . Company of - the 44th
L Infantry Battalion, were iri an‘en-
' cotiriter and were not ambushed.

-“Tt was really an encounter,”

* he said, but added that details-
o _rem_amed __unava;lable _because___

it happened ‘bt rest assured

that once everything is settled, we

- will give a staternent,” he said. .-

Iriberri praised the soldiéfs'

. for their gailantryin bartle:

. “Despite heavy enemy’ fesis-
tance and advantage;. with their

farmhantymth the terrain in Basi-
lan, our. £roaps - fought gai]antly

We saltte our troops, as they dis-
played the finest traditions of sol-

" diery and bravely fotiglt the ban-

dits with utmost valor,” he said.

But the accounts of two survivors
suggested the government forces
were ambushed by the bandits.

Sgt. Erico Paglinawati, one of
the wounded; told the INQURER
from his hospital bed that about
30 soldiers from the Charlie Com-

pany of the 44th Infantry Battal-

ton, supported by troops from the
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<y Special Forces, Were going
_gldug Bagwindan On.. foot af.
bout 7 &M Sarurday “when'
<omebody in the frondine stepped
“of & landrnine, setting itoff. =

o ;‘;ive-go}'dié_is'_Wére__ldﬂ_ed:?m}f;
- sight in the explosion, Fagh
paansadl
- -“Then fightin

. Paglinawan

3 that while waiting &
sated,, which did 1

this wotld prev
dying duetoloss of
srarted with an expios.
wfollowed by ‘@ ball of
re” ndicating an ambush.
Bgbting went o1 [
nd amotig  the, rO0Ds

re wounded were: the

0 Major T

luding a Morocc
- Whattab,.and Uhaida, :
lon, were kiled in the fightlDé.
. id 20 other: bandits,
“ were wounded in the fighting.-
Y v e said Khattab was 2nl

- veprorist organizadion,” he said.
- fribesti would Dot identify the
international group Khattab was

working for, but he could be refer-

18 has captired vast areas of

1raq and Syria since its rise more

' th??ﬂ a year ago- It ig_b_ehc:':ved to
be recruiting fghtersinAsia.

tor in. making Impro-
1osiVé5"devite§.-_'andj_-gn-- _

Besides the Abiu Sayyaf,: the .

Bangsamoro ~ Islamic Freedom

Fighters; a splinter of the Moro s

Jarmic Liberation Front, the largest.

- “Mustim rebel group in Mindanao,

has also pledged allegiance £ IS,
military believes tt

Iriberri said. -the
against the Abu Sayyaf, :
_ been going on sincé December la

vear, was aimed at preventi
- ther kidnappings for ransom. .
The bandits are bel
“be behind the kidnapping

cent days of foreigners in

" southerrn wate;
They are stil § g Cani

ans Johi Ridsdel and Robert Hall,

Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad

and Filipino Mairitess Flo, whom

they seized from: a -resort on
~ Samal - Island, Davao “dels Sur
province, in Seprember year. .
7 Last morith, they thr _
to kill the hostage$ unlessyan--
som of P1 billion for each was
paid within 30 days. Withre-

‘ports from Julie' M. Atrelio -

I3

and Inquirer ‘Research’” in
Manila, AFP and Reuters
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e A
.the Ph 1ppmes (AFP) gnevec; oldier
5 H_e .COmrades, _Ge e

Armyc
min and AFP chief Ger
sotd:ers ata mthtary

Bas1lan or ]olo =
#A1] those who were kﬂieé
are from Mindanao. Some of
. them are our Muslim broth-
ers,” Detoyato said 1n F111~
pino.:

Lt Gel .Eduard' Ano, :
n. Hernando Iriberri vieitone of the wounded :

hospstal in Zamboanga City

The xﬁ:uhtarv has been.

: __from Zamboanga Pagadlan,{

Defense Secretary Voltai

yesterday.

ROEL PARERD

' Iaunchmg focused military

operations in a bid to rescue

the hostages still held by the

Abu Sayyaf, including two -
Canadians, a Norwegian, a

- Filipina, four Malaysmns and

10 Indonesiarns.
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] :Fearmg hi might
:_:éeath,

tion'led to the woundmg of

“moressoldiers; mcludmg-Lt
Rem:glo Licend. "

Paglinawati said he'was.

iwounded after he was hit bv
direct fire in his i left chest.

4 ''saw blood dozing. Iwas.
afraid. 1 might succumb to.

hemorrhage; so I sipped my
blood,” Paglinawan said. -

" 'He added that despite hlS
'Wound “he still ' managed. fo -
‘soldiers.

“fight and repel the Abu Sayy-

af group from completely

soldier wounded

j g
“wound in his left chest. Wor-
ried about hemorrhage, hebe- W
_ '-gan szppmg the oozing ! blond -

. P .
target When 'the1r iead pla— :

obllteratmg them. .’
ajFilemon'] TanJr; West'
m’spokesman, sai

"~ Another wounded soldmr,

1g] "_hand was, seenfﬂ
1th blood: whﬂe?‘

ing ‘a high- valuef"-

ho &

Page: Lg

. toon hit alandmine set up: by
‘Morbcean bomb' expert and”
jihadist Mohammad Khattab

angay a'g ' '*_nd"' I,

ey fire and M203. grenades that
filled the solchers rotutes with
’ smoke Th1s vuinera’ble posz—

“Staff Sgt. Eduardo Capalac,
-gaid theattackers were:al-"
: ‘ready positioned even before
-despite being wounded, Lt: _f-_':;_they approached. the area:
Licena still managed to fend-
- off. st attackers before he
‘died. - 8
Tt was aimoqt a cIose-"
-_quarters combat since the -
 firefight gecurred about 10
metérs away,” " Tan said, citing
accounts. from the wounded:

“"We ‘were met by’ seve-rai
qmpers and the attackers

‘were already ifl C formation -
“as shown by the volley of fire

coming from all the sides of
our approach,” Capalac said.
Heé said ‘that the hail of-

_':_bullets mowed down thesol=
diers éven before they could
retaliate.

~ Roel Parefio
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Ongéq torms for thi

Page: ig

_:;of thé'soldiers Who'_f' ; h

attheex eﬁs

‘curity. The

~and answer for ’che1r cmmmal

_ acts,” she said.

- Eighteen Army sold1ers‘ i
Cto “urged President Aquino to
make his remaining days in.
 office worthwhile by finishing o
- off the Abu Sayyaf.

: '--'-.”F1msl'nng off the Abi Sayy—_' _
- afis Presadent Aqumo $ }ast ;ob_ &

were killed and 50 others were

wounded in clashes with Abu~

Savyaf bandlts m Basﬁan on
Saturday

= Five’ mﬂztanis were kllled'-l

*the mxistary said:

The: Arxm was re

!'“

geting'an Abu's

‘group. :
Mesmwhﬂp, Sen. Ralph Rec-

PO A

der who’ has p’ledged*’-‘-
‘a eglance to the Isiamzc State_'-’.-_

i r(;lnthe ek mp‘f 1&ent s ﬁ 5t
“Recto satdTadi g WHye
should be'inctude in t}{é Tast:
preadentxa‘i debate: i

Recto said ‘the' next presr:}:

: dentiaE debate should include

“a quiestion on how to end Abu ‘
: Sayvaf’s terrorism. © '
. He said Aquino’s succes-
__sor should go after the Abu
-Sayyaf, which still hoids at
least Mhostages e
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- ZAMBOANGA CITY (PNA) - The
Western Mindanao Command. (West-

‘mincom) has fransferred the newly- "

_released former Italian priest to a
' military hospital n thiscify. -
. Maj. Filemon Tan, Westniincom

information officer, disclosed that -

Rolando de! Torchio arrived around 7
am. Saturday at Camp Navarro Gen-
eral Hospital (CNGHD). - "

.. Tan said Del Torchio was trans-.
~ ported by the Navy's Multi-Purpose -
Attack Craft (MPAC) from Jolo, Sulu. -

. “He (Del Torchio) was transferred

10 Camp Navarrc Géneral Hospital -

this morning for medical and psycho-
logical check-up and was later found
1o be in good health by the attending
doctors,” Tan said, e

. He said the former .pﬁ_e:ﬁ will be
handed over later to the Philippine Na-
tional Police’ (PNP) Anti-Kidnapping

. Group (AKG) after physicians give him

_‘ac¢lean bill of health.

- Drel Torchio was re
day by his captors who are suspected
by be members of the Abu Sayyaf
Group after six months and one dayin

. captivity in the hinterlands of Sulu.
Government operatives recovered
_Del Torchio around 7:30 p.m. Friday
_.aboard M/V Beatrice, which was set to

sail to Zamboanga City from the port

of Jolo, Suli. R
Tan said the operatives decided to
bring Del Torchio to Camp Gen. Teod-

leased fate Fric

N GOOD HANDS - Former [tallan priest Rolando Del Torchl

‘taliking to hospitat personnel at the T
this photo provided by the Wes

from suspected Abu Sayyaf kidnappers in Jelo, Sulu Fast Satur

-~ Torchlowasabducted frombis:plzzare
77,2015, (APY 0

(ifo Bautista Trauma Hospital in Baran-
gay Bushus, Jolo “due to assessed poor
medical health and was taken cared of
by military doctors.” .
" Kidnap-for-ransom-group gunmen
seized Del Torchio on Oct. 7, 2015 while
the victim was attending his pizza par-
for, Ur Choice Bistro Café, at Quezon Av-
enue, Barangay Miputak, Dipolog City,
the capita! of Zamboanga del Norte.
Tan identified Del Torchio’s kidnap-

torn Mindanao Commandd after his release

ambo hospital

| o is shown
rauma Center in Zaniboanga City In

day. Del
or.

staurant In Dipolog City I

“pers as the Mulec Group led by Julmin |

Mulo¢ alias Commander Red Eye.
They later handed over Del Torchio
to the group of ASG sub-leader Idang
Susukan. -

Del Torchio, who was born in An-
gera, Italy, was ordained as a priest in
1984. He served as a missionary of the
Vatican’s Pontificio Instituto Missioni
Estere (PIME) or the Pontifical Insti-
tute of Foreign Missions.

R
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(el p}y szj- fl}{ue.$,II

h o
j.:She accused_' :

i ing the Governmetit
it ment Refo
Rewsed AF

':_Iastyear o
- Agide from Alvarez. Gaz-:
‘- min also filed a case’: gamqt__._”j_ e
- Thach Hoang Nguyen, the
~“agent of Rice Aircraft Service - ilippimes ’
Inc. (RASY), for falsification of _inelw ohandledt}us project, m -
documents in connection with'- various stages, complied with
the bid subrmission for the con-. the mandated procedures and
tract of the UH-1H helicoptérs. = noirregilarities were commlt«'_'
Alvarez testified last yearina _ ted,”.Gazmin said.. '
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“an article published on D
_ _2{)15 in the Manila Times.

- Alvarez had accused Gazrmn
:::and other defense and military -
1 officials of nggmg the contract‘

: Reform “Act and - th

- armed Forces of the Philippines

"_'Modermzatmn Program.

i Alvarez filed a plunder com-

_ plamt agamst Gazmin and sev-
eral others in the Office of the
Ombudsman last month.

In _his .. libel complaints,

Gazmin mazntamed that ng ir-

‘regularities were committed in
the acquisition of the heli-
coptersas shown by the investi-
gation he himself ordered.

“When the news came out re-
gardmg the:alléged . irreguiari-
tes, ord n_mvestlganon

being e

guye
use of fals,lﬁed documents.

. This:was for the submission
of aileged fake:or othérwise:
" spurious documents in the bid
‘of Rasi and Eagle Copters in

2013 to supply 21 UH-1 heli-
coptets, including spare parts.

‘Gazmin sald he stood by the
defense and military officials
who were just doing their duty
and advancing the AFP Mod-
ernization Program.

“We know that public service:
entails:a:lot ofisacrifices, even. .
xpo:.ed ‘to untruthful__:_

; the. personnel who ' :Gazmin's
LR 'handled this project, in various
stages, complied with the man-
‘dated procedures and no'irfeg-’
uiarities were commltted HE he _':

Alvarez s accisation stemed
from the purchase: contract en-
tered nto by the Department: of
National Defense “with tize Ram
and Eagle Copters.

The: contract caﬂed for dehv—

":_'::'f21 5014, but the ¢ contractor de-
. lwereé only 10 choppets.

- Of the 10 units, the AFP ac-
cepted “only ‘two because the
others had defective engines
and lacked spare parts and ac-
cessories. The DND ended up
terminating the contract for
failure to dehver the units on’
time.

During a Senate hearing, Al-
varez alleged thdt DND officials
intended to favor.one of the
supplzers Rice Adrcraft Services
Inc., inexchange for a. 7-percent :
commission. ..

PRI
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; oftrbops _ {5 01Ne L]
:-;_jmecountlyund rthe Enhanced

- aggr
““the South Chin. ina Sea.™
However, U.S. Marine Lt Col. there 1s ever a confiiet.
JohnLehane, mspectormsﬂ'uctor - Another member of the US
with 2nd Battalion, 14th Marine Marme Corps interviewed by
_Regiment US Marine Corps “the Manila . Bulletin also said
Forces Reserve, stresseci that = the HIMARS will go back to
the recket launchers ‘are in the Oklahoma City in the US im-

cauntzypurpaseiyfor theon-going - medlatel ' after BKI16.

———— S KW e
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US Secretary
aturday to Indi

WASHINGTO! _ A
Carter headed Saturday to India and the Philip-
pines for talks on increasing regional defense co- dentAquino
operation, after calling off a planned trip to China - S |,
amid tensions over Beijing's expansionist ambi- sout Cuna ses

hold valuable mineral and enersy de-

Cpositsl

. Neighboring countries _. and Wééﬁingtoﬁ-
 fear’ China ‘could impose military; controls -

oyt the entise South Chuna Sea, and Bel-.
\jinig has in recent months: built: massiv

. _s_t:ggitures;_-_iﬂ'ch;;dir_ig_-'_:r'a_xd_ar_ syst
- airstrip over reefs and.-outcrop:

15-and.

- The Philippines is among several region-
al countries that have claims to the strate-
_giczone. L e
“plmiost all the nations thete are asking
14 to do more with them... bilaterally and
“multilaterally,” Carter told the Council on
'Foreign Relations think tank in New York
on Priday. .
. “Many of those countries are reaching
out anew to the United States t0 uphold the
rules and principles that have allowed the
region to thrive.” .

In India, where Carter will stay through
Wednesday, he will discuss new partner-
ships and snodernizing old alliances, ac-
‘cording to the Pentagon. . -

we are now doing things that could not

have been imagined 10°years ago,” a senior

_US defense official said. .

In the Philippines, Carter will visit the
Antonio Bautista Air Base on the island of
Palawan, which faces the South China Sea
and the islands claimed by Beijing.

The Philippine base is part of five that the
US militaty carn use temporarily to rotate

“soldiers, following a military cooperation
o 'a‘greemént-that_carne:_in'_co_-eff_e_c;tj_ig Januaty.. .

NoChinastep

. Accesstothe ive bases will “grihance our’

ability to operate within the Philippines...

_and in the South China Sea—and of course,

reinforce our deterrent message,” a senior
US defense official said. o
“The agreement marks & return of the US

: 'r_nilitary to the Philippines, which was aus
dolony from 1898 to 1946. Until 1992 the
' Philippines was also home to -Subic Bay

Naval Base and Clark Air Base, two of the
largest US military bases abroad. - :
Carter, howevet, chose to Ot Stop in Chi-

" na during his Asian tour, even though he

had earlier accepted an invitation to visit. -

- The decision to skip China was made just
a few weeks ago, highlighting tensions be-
tween Beijing and Washington over the

_South China Sea.

Carter “did officially accept an inviration
to travel to China in the spring,” said Pen-
tagon spokesperson Bill Urban. Howevez,
“gcheduling problems” prevented that visit
from happening. _

“iNe are actively looking” for another
date to visit “this year,” Urban said..  AFP
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anced: Defense: Cobper

h

Department of, o Apreement 88 agitan
£airg and the Departmen: :-ng-zﬂﬁ%ir Hn 8 _...ﬁfst:ados.-
o Natidnal'_l_)efensg:".-"--' {Tridés "Colotna saidi = =00

jon o amumANg tnlong na .. US Defense -Becretary .
«ipgashot BE Tatados Unides ‘Ash Carter .is saying that
hdatin ':_sh'a_t.egic_.parﬁné;‘ ‘thé United ‘States. will’
gy tiyak na makapagpa- “petid ab_ou.t;_$40-"mi§]ion in::
surveil an { .'_Eataas ga antas ng kaka- . mil:taiy_assis ance Lo the:
1 ‘patrols-in_the. wake ‘of . ‘hayan ng Sahdatabang. _P}nli?pm_es_'tq“;st:_-e;qgtben;
ihe tension i ‘the West ' Lalkas pagdatin ‘wg-aupeto 7 intelligence sharmg,_sprveﬂ-' ]
| Philippine Sea. . ' ng hational ‘defence at- hu-; lance and paval patrols]
e Hrsnitarian assistance AL “Thead ‘cories” aniid

résidential Comumini- et Cr e

Cgations Operatidns Office: .disaspef}respof_i.%_e;'dmsmqé " preaging tensions with'!

-Secretary, Sonnhy :Coloma™ pa mga prinsipye 1 Mutial - over -'undew‘je'iog edislan
i the region:

Jr however, eaid that the* - Defense- fTreaty; Visifing: and shoals'in
P_aia_;;e ‘hopesito; await-of--Forces -Agreement &t Bo- - Carter tellthe’ puncil:
2t ' o ~n ‘Poreign Relations that:|
the aid will take the alli-*
ancesto & NEW leyel. - Of-:
figiale- recenily anpouneced
that the:U.5: willuget:
“mecess’ to five Philippine:
military. bases 1o oube;
Aynerican forces that will
| rotate in 4nd -outof the
| sountry for lfraining and-
other fnissions: o
- The new aid wilt i
cliide an’ énhanced snfor-
fnation network for clas-:
gified: apmmunications;”
sensors for patrol vegiels
and an unmeanned aerostat’
reconnaigsance airship. :
"~ In the:Philippines,
| Carter:will visit the Anto-.
| hio BatistaAir Base ‘o the™
¥ igland of Palawax; swhich
faces the South China Bea.
and the islands claimed by
Beijing.
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The Philippine
Marines give a:

demo of its hostage

the wreath laying

activity at thi Flipino ™~

Heroas Memotial fn.
Corregidor Isfand .
in commemoration -
of the 74th Araw
ng Kagitinganand -
Philippine Veterans .
Week on Saturday, PiA
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m ﬁLEN A L ABEN (- was passed on 618 It Was a most
i Baszlan mtong Sabado, A}:aw ng | welcome news, a consolation anda

| | Pinari ng Armed Forces Of the" Kagitingan.. . source of comfort for many of our
Phnhppmes {AFP) ang. tagumpay e Naghmgo kahapon sa batde-hardened warriors,” ani AFP
' nngoyworld boxing champion Zamboanga C1ty sina ‘Defense - Spokesman Bng Gen Rest:tt;zto
na si Manny Pacquiao ] laban'sa  Secretary Voltaire Gazmin at AFP - Padilla. = - :
Amenka;ncng 51 Timothy. Bradleyf = chlef Gen Hernando Inbern, kasama 7 “Tast like Manny, our'wamors'- 1
- Jr.Kahapon; smabmg ito ay “most. e determmahonand tenam’cy 'seekmg i
-welcome news, a consolation anda. . the .
sotirce of comfort for 1 many of our -
battle—hardened wartiors.t o
" Tinaloni Pacquiao i Bradley s -
unanimous decision sa Las Vegas
* kahapon, isang araw makaraang
18 tauharn ng Philippine Army ang eTe
nasawi, bukod sa 56 na nasugatan, Lt Col Marmy Pacqmao s v1ctory - _Lleuten:mt Co]onel

ong __:__.-:thexr undeterred operal ""nsagamst'
e : dagdag

Phﬁlppme Army’ at may 'ranggong
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i

) J. Mallari

branded as.‘asource of comfort”

thie victory of Sarangani Rep. Manny
| Pacquiaowho dominated American
Timothy Bradley’ __en__'_rqut_'e' ‘tora

unanimous decision win.: .2

Brig Gen, Restituto Padilla Jr,’
AFP. spokesman,. said . that-

Pacuiac's victory came as 2
comfort to “battle-nardened”

soldiers following the illing of 18-

- government troops and wounding of -
59 others during a clash with the .
“terrorist Abu:S ayyaf:group.in

Basilan, L
. AnArmy reservist with -the
rank of lieutenant colonel,
Pacquiao floored Bradley twice
during the 12round bout and scored
116-110 in al} of the three judges. .

| 0ol Manny Pacquiao’s victory was
i passed on to us. It was 2 most
welcomed riews, & consolation and

our battlehardened warriors,” said
Podilia. . _ _

Defense Secretary Voliaire
Gazmin and AFP Chief of Staff Gen.
Hernando Iriberri and other senior
military officers were in
Zamboarga yesterday to monitor
| the ongoing military operations

| forbaﬁieharde

“Wa were in Mindanao wher Lt

o ‘soiree of comfott for many of -

€

agal

- geeking the enemy and prevailing
“over the forces of evil are clearly

the state,” said Padilla. .

" “Heis a political candidateand

we are han from doing it. Perhaps '

we ‘can tecognize his feat and
success after the election period,”
Ano said.

Army spokesman Col. Benjamin:
" Hao

echoed Padilla’s
pronouncenent expressing hope that
Pacquiao’s win would somewh_at

its happiness on the wift of Army
Reserve Lt. Col, Manny Pacquia,”
said Hao.

" againist the Abu Sayyafin Basilan..
el 5 O “ust ke Manny, our warriors’;
© Amid its sethack in Basilan on ~Jetermination ‘and tenacity e
 Saturday. the Armed Forces of the.
Philippines: (AFP) yesterday . Ove; ces &
““manifest /in their “undeterred -

- spérations against the eriemies of

. For his part, Army chief Lt. Gen.
‘Eduardo Ano, who was also n
7amboanga, expressed elation over
Pacquiro'svictory. R

- Ano sgid that since Pacquiao is
* sesking a Senate seat, the Army
would have to wait until afterthe”
. eloctions to recognize him for his
dominant performance against .
Bradley. ... fo

“bring comfort to the soldiers. . ;
- The Philippine ATy exprésses -

“We are proud of him. We hope

that this will at least compensates
the loss of our troops inthe Rasilan
operation that happened during the
Araw ng Kagitingan,” he added.
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Deafening silence from the President on 1 Basilan tragedy

O we still have 2 Presi-
| dene?

.. More than 20 Filipinos
:e:d Saturday in a clash between
‘overnment forces and the terror-
st group Abu Sayaf in Barangay
laguindan Tlpo—Txpo in Basilan,
As I was writing this piece at 5
L.

Sunday, there was no statement
rom the commander-in-chief of
ae Armeed Forces of the Philip-
ines. I texted his spokespersons
at didn’t get any zeply.

I opened the TV for the vice-
residential debate and T saw the
resident endotsing Mar Roxas as
15 successor and Leni Robredo as
ice president.

Does the Président know of the
agedy in Basilanz

An ABS-CBN report quoting
Vestern Mindanac Command
sokesperson Major Felimon Tan
siid at least 23 were killed and
yore than 70 others were wound-
4 when the 44dh Infantry Bar-
iion and the 4th Special Forces
attalion engaged in a 1U-hour
un-battde against at least 2 hun-
red armed members of the Abu
ayyaf group.

Tan said of the 23 dead, 18 were
sidiers while 53 others were
ounded. At least five bandits
vre killed including a Moroc-
m-based terrorist identified as
inhammad Khattab, as well as
ne of the sons of ASG top com-

mander Isailon Hapilon, ident-
fied 25 Ubaida Hapilon.

Wil this be another Apnil 1 Ki-
dapawan tragedy where three
farmers died and many were
wounded including policemen
whien the lawer tried to disperse
farmers rallving for rice because of
poor harvest due 1o El Nifio that
was met by a deafening silence by
the President.

After a week, Aquinoc said he
didn’t know about the Kidapawan
tragedy. No one told him, he said,

It is not funay.

If Aguino is again doing a Ma-
masapang for the 18 dead soldiers,
ar least two presidential candidates
issued smatements of outrage over
the massacre.

Sen. Grace Poe condemned the
“the brutal and treacherous mur-

der of out ‘oops.”

“These tesrorists should be im-
mediately pursued and crushed by
the full might of our military and
police forces, with due regard for
the safetv of the nnocent civil-
ans,” she said.

She also urged the public “to be
vigilant in reporting to authorities
those groups and individuals, in-
cluding public officials, who sup-
port and coddle the Abu Sayyaf
and other armed groups for their
selfish gains at the expense of
peace and security. They should
be exposed and answer for their
ctiminal acts.”

Fwven Mar Rowas, through his
spokesperson, Rep. Barry Gui-
errez, said something abour the
Lragedy,

He noted that the tagedy hap-

pened as the entire country was
commemorating the Day of Val-
or, (Araw ng Kagitingan),

“The Daang Matawid Coali-
tion celebrates their courage, and
wishes to extend our deepest con-
dolences to the family and friends
of our fallen soldiers. We are one
with those who honor their sacri-
fice, grieve for their demise, and
seek justice for their deaths at the
hands of the bandits of the Abu
Sayyaf. To all the soldiers who
took part in the battle in Basilan,
thank you for your service, your
heroism will not be forgotren,
“Roxas statement said. '

Vice-Presidential candidate Fet-
dinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.
called on the AFD to disclose the
details of the Basilan encounter. .

“Here were go again. We are
again in the derk of what hap-
pened,” he said noting of the coun-;
ty’s experience with the il-fated:
Mamasapano operation which led;
to the kifling of 44 members of the’
Special Action Foree,

He said, “We need a full picture
of the encounter. We should not
hide these demils. The Filipino
people and most especially the
families of the soldiers killed and
wounded deserve to know the
whole truch.”

ok

Blogrwww.ellentordesillas.com

E-mail:ellentordesillas@gmail.
com
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Pahina. é{&

kiﬁm?ﬁgggh nakaraang linggo, 10 indonesians ang
‘nasa e ""itg grupo habang naglalayag sa karagata o
ng. sasa?( o ng Pilipinas at Indonesians. -Hmaraﬁgf
ntoriesians at D YA ang nugboat ot barge ng
| hindi matuntong ugar. g dinukot at dinala sa isang
1 Ma ataan ang ilang araw, mull na nam e
| Makaraan ang ilang araw, muli na namang nangid-

ggpt :ggag:t'uptq -at‘apat r_t:_ﬂ__'m”lalaty‘sia’ni‘.s’'2''na&-‘rr:gi(Fz‘:;"?a?clz;t-E
. i:'an‘sama-;,,'1--a ‘patungong Sabah ang dinukot. A 3

pamamayagpag. ng Kidnappers sa Mindanac ang

fsang dahilan kung bakitbagsak ang tourim inaus
fof;ra'gs't:m "gfo-up;.ﬂés.:hinéi matatakot sa kidnap-.
pakita mg AP ang kanitang bangis sa Abu S

- . LT an ' 2

gaaf'hsr?é I;:]?;l; aarr:]ga C\;Lai__a ng:patiasrl':;ia;:;e?}as{
b ; rog: Kapag tinigi iuki
silang babangon at maghghés?le ?1?; ;g;i%ia-r--" :muh

kaya ng AF
. DAPAT nang aminin ng Arimed Forces of the Phik:
ifies (AFP)nahindinila kaya ang mga bandidong %

ippines (Al 2 ke ban
Abu Sayyaf. lto ay: sa kabila na sinasabi nifang Ka-y
kaunti;'na?.!amiang:.ang,;bi__iang ‘ng rhga mamamatay-
ta0./Kung kakaunti; bakit mas nalalagasan ang:mga.
sundalo ng gobyerno. Noong Sabado, inambus’
ng tinatayang 120 Abu Sayyaf ang mga sundalong
} kabilang sa 44th infantry Battalion, 4th Special
Forces Battalion at 4th Light Armor Cavalry Troop’
na ikinamatay ng 18 miyembro atikinasugat ng 56.
{ Nagbigay agad ng medalya ang AFP chiet at De-
fense Secretary sa mga nasugatan. I
4" Jpinagmalaki ng AFP.na napata_y_ang-_limang i

yembro ng Sayyaf na kinabibilangan ng lider na
: eanna si Furuli

1 i&nilon’Hapilon at'militantén'g-_Mp‘ro_ct’:an-na
Indama, o0 e B ;
_ Maipa‘gmamalaki ba nha nakapatay ng limang
Sayyaf gayung ang kapalit ay 18 sundalo? Mas
maganda sanang pakinggan kung 18 Sayyaf and
napatay at limang sundalo lamang ang nalagas.
Hindi ito dapat ipagmalaki. Dapat mas marami ang.
casualties sa kalaban. N A AR
~ Tatlong dekada nang'naghahasik‘ ng lagim ang
Abu Sayyaf sa Sulu, Basitan at Tawi-Tawi, Naging
tatak nanilaang pangingidnap at aaka hihingi ng ran-
som money. Karaniwang mga dayuhan ang kanilang
Kinikidnap at pinatutubos ng milyong doliar. Sa ma-
samang paraan sia kumikita at naging hanapbuhay
na nila. Halos sunud-sunod ang kaniiang pangingid-

nap ngayong taon na ito.
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DAPAT na hawakan nang ma _ _
‘Mmdanao upang htﬂd! magbunga ang. mga ito _ng' 'ga'i:i
ka!agayang hindi ma anda para 53 h‘uong bansa;
Daiawang magkas' ay

' ga d uhan.
Ang_ ba’t lbang human rights. organization.
nasyonaj halimbawa, ay hindi matns ang magiabas ng
' kam!ang mga pagmamaiasaiat sa mga blkttma ng mas- :

itmuturmg i angy paglabag ang massacre sa mter--
. nat;onat law on human rights at malinaw na :tinuturo"
..n_i_la rang:pamahaiaan na snyang may kagagawan nito:
Ey ' 'asslan ay konektado samga.

_pangingidnap sa mga
Hindi tamang turismo sa-Pii!pmasiang ape :
] kundi maging ang kredibﬁidad ng. pamahalaan sa pag-_
sugpo sa knmeng kinatatakutan ng lahat: ang kldnap- ]
ping for ransom na may kasamang pamumugot sa mga '
biktima. " o
Subaht pmakamahaiaga pa rin ang ha!os kawalan
_:.na ng pagpapahalaga sa buh y ng tao para lang: maisu--
| “jong ng pamahalaan_.o g m "ierorssta ang kan ke §
nilang mga interes, ~ ! o
Saan man sulok tmgnan, ang pamahalaan ang may _
pangunahmg responsibihdad para tumino o madisipli- -
na o mapigilan ang mga gumagawa ng mga Kkrimeng ito. -
* Kung bigo naman ang pamahataan, paano. kumilos
ang mga mamamayan para‘’s& pagtutuwid nang lahat?
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s o sng vl . Hindi 12 nagharoon nig
. kaxakﬁﬁﬁkénangbmamuiasamgala‘;mnat 6.
natin niadarafing ang araw na walanang b

erika Ngsyong taon,neklshok dia
TmArming nag-oobserba ng s pagsa-

ding tensiyon ss pagitan.ng maramme,
China. Lahat ng 1t0-ay bahagi ng pagpapa
ting relasyon sa atng mga kaalyado sa’mundo:
‘Nangako tifi ang Ametika ng apatnapiing milyong
. dolyar na tulong sa ating militar. Sana ngh mMagyos
5. g pagamitng pondong iyan para sa kabubuting
“bansa, Mahirpk akan lang nEnga gahi

. .nagbi_b_igéy_—sﬂp'c_)_r_ta sakanita sa pamamagltﬂn L
nal

ayamanglialyanong;)mpemﬂang B
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ol M

: sundaiong ito' na nagbuwrs ng buhay ay-mas dapat’
‘kilantin ang kabayanihan, Tulad din-sila ng SAF 44 na’
-nagbuwis ng.buhay sa ikadadakip: ﬂg ﬂapatay ng mter-l'-
ational terrofist na si Marwari. SE
.Marami sa mga nasawi ay.m yembro ng 44"‘ !nfamry i
tallion:at 4™ special forces -Batailton T]ia ﬂumber ng--
ighatfian ang “44"ano?. o
Magka bay ang pagful_uksa at pagbub' ny; ng AFP ;

ngye}ya Bakit hindi? ' '

] Al Q .
may nangyari hamang malagim na tra
iapon. Bukod alabmgwaiong matay, may" -
ang: kawat ang- talang ang
,_afa lima: lamang:®
g: Gen: Resututo Pa-

-:_.DA J:sana ay. banner headlane ang pa
w-Chiah anmy;. Pacqufao laban kay
5 na naman siya by unanimous
'-patumbahm ngdalawang beses s Bra
: _\nasabl i _ang panghui; Ha.
“IEKEs0
-.'sangkutan o may 18 sundalo ng
_:Philippin
“Tipo, Basilan: sa. tangkang ‘Sagipi

: dtnukot ng' naiurang bancfldong- D

mad Khattah at ang: s:nasabmg anak ni- Fsrnfon Hapulon -
{Sundan sa pahina 5). ;

?AKSYON“:
 NGAYON...

.. Mula pahma 4
L Ubaida: Haption Ang' .
Loryga sugatan ramarn:;
Cgmtpaniging Abu
L. dy. dalawampu kabi:
| ‘lang sina ASG leader
_-Rddzmii< Jannatul- ailas-r
Kubayabv“’ Bl 2
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 Ending terrorism

“of the job" deseription of
. the next president, What
; i L PRNEAES R i5 dlsa clgat is that Abix’
! PINISHING off theAbn  Bayyals predatory attacks
-Sajyaf_fG’:‘b_u AASG) 8 have been reduced by the
- this Presiden 5 ast job chrrent -admisistration;”
“nd the next president’st e saide et s

By AC ing toire - Reetd ‘deplored, how--

Ve ‘that they have gone-
7 a ‘kidnapping Spree,’:
riatehing 10 Indonesian,
ormen, bringing the.

*Recto hop
g suceessor will :
" ally annihilate the ASG te
=" rorisls who o orate mostl
~in Shiand Basilan. o
He condemne
18 Army ol

"The ofher four.are.
wteh Ewold Huoin, La:-
y 4 padians Johtt Ridadel and
Frrdeath o . Robert: Hall, snd Norwe: .
- diers and: ‘the wounding . gia  Kjarta “Sekking-
Egft bl others. when ithey  stad. el
< igjshed 'with around-120° 7 "Before their ‘hostages
& ARG handits in Tipo-Tips” “Yesome @ United Nations
= yown; Bagitany Saturday “of kidnap victims; they
MOTNIng.: L ~ynust be stopped. We kriow
*We comtnend the brav-- the lessons of the past:
i ery of oux fallen ‘goldiers: Ransom (ipaym'ents fuel
- 'We condole with theiri‘more:ski nappings and
Joved ones, but above ally - finance more terror activi-
Tet us assure them that fies,” satd Recto.-
jastice will be‘gery soor,”
5 saidiRectle s
A MThey “pedevil
“four presidéncies and; it
wlnoh stopped,’-'is.on_track to
““confront the fifth Maldca
fiazig occupant iri their al=
st uarter-of-a-eentury
" of mayhem and violence;:.
- Reelo, aaid that the
ekt presidential debate

should include; a qnes
“tionon: how fo end Ab
e m and

o April:24 in Pangasinan

. "What-is 5 that |
. ending  their terror has ¢
become ‘an important part:;
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the fa.mﬂxes

n
all
: 31ers killed“and

Jr. yeste day y
“the Ardred. Forces of the_' :

v 5 Basil :

yaf forces Wlnchf' “the
& killing of at
18". s:}ldlers and

Yo Mardos: said :the en- - Satarday, nio official state- foIC}a].‘; made dpubli
“tire nation and roost ess . ment has beeh’ released PTONOUNCEmMENt on  Whey
swiipeeially s the families: of " -about-the-clashes?t: = - ordered-the ‘operation.
iy thesslen goldiers deserv +“Here: were t%ﬂ agam :Defense Sesretary Vo
fullitranspatency inthe: Weartag, e dark of taire-Gazminiiand AFP:
- military operation againsti - what: haipg;aned ihe said; - Chief of - Staff Hernando
: '5the mtemaimma}. t;errorist notmg of the count s ey Triberri-were said 1o have
g “'&I - perience with:the ill-fated: flown 40 Zamboanga City
L o nied 4 full plcture' amasapano; oﬁﬂratmn . and Bagilan province earl
-'-of the enconnter. We should:* which led to ‘the killing of . yesterday to.meet with

© -not hide these details: The .44 members of the Bpecial _.g'mu.ud commanders..
: Mareos added the AFP

N has 0 ake public who led
. the'operation snd the exact
‘purpose of the operation’in,
.an dréa ‘controlled by the”
armed group; “Who was in
charge of ‘the oparation?’
“What-wasithe éxact-obje c--
“tive'pf the operation? )
':need answers becaise thzs
-ig'something that strikesa -
‘chord “with-every ‘Filipino
“hecause of ‘the Mamasa—
ano incident a year ago,
e said..

Accordmg to reports,
the 10-hour firefight hap--
pened Saturday, a dayai:
ter {talian hoestage, former
Jmisgionary Rolando del
;Torchio, was released by
- AbiT 887 e
S ARP snurces were' )
-quoted A% §ayifig that'the

ovérnment forces wers

epioyed to hunt down
Abu Sayyaf eommander
Isnilon ‘Hapilon who has
been involved in several
terrorist atfacks:

T.ocal -media reports
also indicated that about
100 Abu Sayvaf fighters
were involved in the clash
with gevernment treops.
Four scldiers had report-

1 edly been decapitated.

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555Local: 5285, 5295
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

o




Army Vision By 2028, a world-class Army that 1s & source of national pride

OEFIGE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. [02) 845-0555 Local: 5285, 52085

l\ April 2016

What's magnificent about withdrawal of US

WO ITEMS stood out i the March 19, 2016, ——=="""privation to its people.'But stan's: officials
ssué of the INGUIRER—the report titled “US fears - €™ eyn e ENITA 0 who'said this were trize statesmmen; they Had the:
) g ' 21 courage 10 tell their compatriots what it would
" ke to preserve their natiorial sovereignty.
‘- We cannot say the same of ‘the 12 senators”.
" whovoted to oust the US bases. They constituted:
o a majority in the Senate; it was within their pow-:
blem will get worse the - er to increase the defense budget, although this
on those islarids. We. wotld have meant cutting the outlays for educa-
criissiles to defend - tion, health and soct services. That would have. .
- cannot afford, - been an unpopular miove and they could have
rument of those who wotked . been voted out of office; In this respect, the
the US bases from Philippine “Magnificenit 12" behaved as politicians: They -
Hases’ presenice was arr affront - were thiriking of the toming elections, ot the’
_ ‘sovereignty. And yet ‘we can,. future of our country. Had they behaved as
‘jon in the conduct of cotintry’s foreign rel due notice, always tetiminate the presenice ~ statesmen, they should have, like thetr Pakistani.
Hons, On ‘this ‘basis, the: removal of US bases. of US Bases, which we in fact did.in 1992, In- counterparts, increased the defense budget even
Hom the couritty is an unmitigated disaster. . = stead, what we have now is Chiina’s perimanent ‘ifour people had toeat grass. L oo
11992, Panatag Shoal wasa target range of . presence on our front yard, and the only way we “ The problentis that we still see this happening
the US Navy. ‘Had the US bases not ‘been re- cairemoveitis by waging World War IIL. .- “{n our country now, We see & considerable num-
moved, we “would ‘still be in possession ‘of . T 1992, thie US bases provided employment ber of our politicians stll calling for the ebolition
Panatag.- Moréover, with the cornivance of . for:4s many’ as 80,000 Filipinos. Conversely, a o the Visiting Forces ‘Agreement and the En-
America, we could alsghave desigriated as tar- - big number of out fishermen have lost their hanced Defense Cooperation Agreement but
get ranges all-the’ steas on which China has -~ livelihoods; Chinese shermen are exploiting . without telling the public that this would require
built artificial islands. In 1992, nobody had * the marine cescuzces that our own fishermen  increasing the defense budget, which would in
effective possession of these disputed areas. isedl to harvest: On top of that; rare sea life  tum depress out living standards.
They, were terra nullius, and Wsing them as  which ott Navy ‘and Coast Guard: had safe- - - Itisdifficuit to see how the fernoval of the S
rarget ranges would have amounted to effec- guarded for years are being harvested illegally ~ basesin 1902 constituted a magrificent episode
tive possessior by the Philippines. - Cn by the Chinese: Iri dué cirse, they will exploit - in our history. Infact, this early it is-evidently a
 Like all bullies, Chiria picks on the weakest : all thie natural resources of these areas, .  catastrophe. From here on, we have to live
prey first: In the current dispute, China has . Weare not speaking hete with the benéfit of ~under the shadow of Chinese weapons, includ-
bullied only the Philippines and Vietnam, and hindsight. These events:are foreseaable. It is  ing nuclear arms in due course. There is also
has not grabbed areas claimed by Tatwan and. - tatight in any course in diplomacy that we live ‘something wrong when & country averlooks a
Malaysia. The major reason s this: Taiwatiand  in a lawless world. A col fntry must have ade- . failure in public policy, in this case the closure of
Malaysia have ‘modern weapons- (A netitral’ quate ariis-to defend its territorial integrity A~ U3 bases, and pass it off as a success.
o * deferseless. country. invites. aggression. When . ~— :

the 12 senators? ioted:to oust:the-US bases in

‘hirtese buildup.on Papatag’ (Front Page) ai
he__ribip'mn]:‘y_Mahar_Ma_r'_agah'ast_itied “Thevin- = - *
lication of '_JovitOj:"fSaEQnga’.’;_(O)Fin'ion); Both“ tra
s are related to the removal of US bases:

about the ousting o

1bou ofUS bases from the cottntry? sol
ational survival s the primordial consider

foreign. policy will ‘not. work,” Opinio
+174715Y. Chinawould ‘have confronited f _
United States on this issue. =70 oo o 1992, they should have taken the compensato-'; -arbassador to the United Natioris in 1984-86.
The most devastating outcome of China’s con- . tystep of increasing the defense budget.Given' . ' -

struction of these artificial islands is the impact our limited means, this would undoubtedly —
on the defense of our national territoty. In 1992, have caused a decline in our living standards.

the nearest Chinese aitfield was 900 kilometers - But then, we have & model on this issue.

away, on Hainan island. Now, Chinese airfieldls ~ When India started developing nuclear

are a scant 200 km away. The significance ofthis weapons, Pakistan said in response that it would

is that the distance of 900 km is not within the do the same even if its people ended up eating

combat range of jet fighters. But that is not the grass. Pakistan got its nuclear arms, bt at great

ermenegildo . C.. Crug served s Philippine
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THE NARRATIVE has always been that the body
“in-tlie glass coffin in Batac, Tloeos Notte; lying”
‘there sinee 1993, is yet to be biiried becatise the”
state refuses burial. Asa result, the body lies em-
‘balmed until God knows when. There is anirrev--
- erent tWist to it sacrilepiouseven, that appealsto iy
‘most iltural norms: barring the desecration of Antonio I
the dead, In short, the message i¢: The state lsMonmlvch
~gruel o disallow'ptoperbﬁrial.:- T T ESERONUIRR
s Thave had two opportunities to.visit fheerypts i s T s S i
.of Ferdinand Marcos. The tourist gazer. is tsually. - the Libinganng mgaBayani:Jejo: iat Binay and
16d to an inmer chamber inside the mausoleum . Rodrigo Duterte roised theirhands. 0
- just beside the family’s “ancestral house,” Ien- . Transactional politicians are never far from.a
“cloge that in quotation ‘marks because the hoise . quid pto quo arrangement. Duterte makes no se-
is afiything but old; itis ANEW buildiﬂg"des’igné’d .~ cret of his admiration for Ferdinand Maxcos. Hav=
to have fake, exposed “paletadas” $o as L0 conjuré . ing come myself from that intimation of the Mar-
 antiquity; this is also part of the narrative. This cos family friend, Bindy and Duterte raising their
fiyst visit had an Imeldific air to it—the sound bf hands was a comjeal sight: They locked like poor
choral cantatas filjed the chamber. .~ -~ jgnoramuses. < .o B
The second visit some years later. was unex- . The Libin; an ngmgd Bayani is the niational pail-
pectedly and surprisingly revealing.'A closé Mar- ‘theenprovided by Republic Act Mo: 289 for depart-
cosfamily frigndescorted usto the'cryptsFhere in ed former presidents and commanders in chief, sec-
the stiliness of the chamber (no choral cantata “retaries of national defense, AFP chiefs of staff and
this.time), looking down on the finely chiseled general flag officers, active and retired military per-
“body of the deposed pfés"déhtimyou.:could clearly. - sormeliof the AEE veterans of the Philippine revolu-
see the veins on his hands, or so I thotight-—the tion of 1896, World War L World Wat Il and récog-
family friend whispered: This body is just a wax - nized guerriilas, overnment dignitaries, statesmen
replica, the real corpse had already been buried 1!

“

“and national artists, The entitlement can alsabe:
undérneath. End of the narrative. extended to former first ladies. <0 TR
" 1t has become customary for most ofthosewho™ ~ Section 1 of that law avers the creation of the na-.
have personally seen the Matcos crypt to say that tional pantheon: “t0 petpetuate the memory of all
“he body lies preserved in & refrigerated glass - Presidents of the Philippines, national heroes and pa-

crypt” or “his body is 0 display in a glass case”  triots for the inspiration and emulation of this gener-

bacause it is yet to be “interred in a mannet befit- ation and of generations still unborn.” A despot de-

-tingaformet president.” . .. . .posedbya popular uprising does not gualify Evenin

LoesTtis time we disabused ‘ourselves -of. that - -the-absence of popular disapprobation or.a chorus of -

" colossal lie. Marcos has already been buried consternation in this day and age of historical de- -
and that is the truth. There is no more need ofa  mentia, that fact of history alone disqualifies him
burial. This issue comes on the heels of the last  from being an inspiration worthy of emulaton.
presidentiai debate held the previous month in Marcos' martial law statistics are chilling even
Cebu. A novel feature of that debate was the when compared to the record of dictatorships else-

“taas kamay” portion. The four candidates were where in the world. Its tally of 3,257 extrajudicial

asked if they were in favor of a Marcos burial at killings exceeds the 2,115 extrajudicial killings in
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Chile under Gen. Augusto Pinochet, or the 266
extiajudicial killings during the regime of the Brazil-
ian junta. Seme 2,520 or 77 percent of those killed
were tartured, mutilated and dumped ona yoadside
for public display. A huge numbet, 70,000, were in-
carcerated, and those tortured numbered 35,000,
- Alfred McCoy says that tmider Marcos; “Military.
rrder was the apex of a py smid of terrox Instead
~of an invisible’ thachine like the Argentine mifitary
that erushed all resistance; the Marcas. regime in-
‘4midated by random display of its toftuire vicdms,
‘becoming thereby 2 theater state of terror Seeing,
~these mutilated remains, passers-by could readina
“glancea complete transctipt ofwhat had transpired
i Marcos’ safe houses,';sp;eading asense of feat” -
“stit Amainst Marcos. already won $2 billion in dami-+,
ages ina Honolulu cotart, later affirmed in 2011 by d
ruling of a'US cireuit courtin Hawail, It i not about ..
" uniting a nation. It is, id ‘continties o beaccount-
the arrors committed ir the pursuic of pubs

- abilityfor

oA the 1 ibingar’s entrance, one finds the poignant

“wotds, “T do ot know the dignity of his birth, but I
doknow thie glory of his-death.” a-qtiote from Dou-
glas MacArthur taken from & speech delivered dur-

. ing his 1961 ‘sentimencal jourhey to the Philippines.

' A‘Iibi_x_i_gaﬁ_buri_ﬁl_forﬂt‘hé_ deposed dictator is an msult

‘to the thousands of martial law victinis who are the
o’ne"s_Who_de’sérﬁ_fe"ah”bingan'bu'r_i_al‘_,;- et
~ We mist also’ take note. that of ‘all the dead -

. _Philippii’ae__pfesidénts,' only Carlos R Garcia, Dios -
“dado Macapagaland Flpidio Quinng: ed
“af the’ Libingan: The “graves.of Sergio Os o
- Mauel A, Rokas and Ramon Magsaysay dre £
this day at the Cementerio dei Norte, ‘andJose B
Laurels in Tanauatl, Batangas- e
" While the grim reminder of the Marcos terror -
must remain, and while-we know all these proto- -
cols about who gets to be buried at the Libingan,
the sexipt must be changed for the sake of truth: -
Marcos haé already been buried in Batac. Let him-

restinpeace. . o
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UPDATE Il AFP mourns the death of 18 Soldiers Dead, 53 Others
Wounded in T;po-:t:po Encounter

- -y ‘Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City — The Armed Forces of the Philippines
mourns the death of 18 soidlers as the nation salute their bravery and heroism in paying the ultimate

sacrifice in service to our country and our people.
The Western Mindanao Command (WesMinCom) says at least 18 soldiers and five militants have been

killed during a clash between government troops and the Abu Sayyaf (ASG) on Saturday (Aprit 8} in Tipo-
Tipc, Basilan.

The following are the names of the fallen heroes:
1) 1LT REMEGIO B LICENA PA

2} 88g Makin B Jarani PA

3) Sgt Jayson Afani Inf PA 441B

4) Sgt Paterno G Oguino PA

5) Sgt Akhad M Usman PA

6) Cpl Rodelio Bangcairin PA

7) Cpl Rodel Perolino PA

. Cpi Dionisio L Labial PA

8) Cpl Rakib Kadil PA

10) Cpl Reezvi Arshcelo H Gandawali PA
11) Cpl Noel R Else PA

12) Cpl Darius Bulan PA
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13} Cp! ibrahim Palao PA

14) Pfc Kevin Rey S Verano PA

15) Pvt Dunemark Gil Saldivar PA
16) Pfc Marjun Duhaylungsod Inf PA
17) Pfc Marjohri G Monte Inf PA

18) Pfc Doren A Aspurias Inf PA

Meanwhile, in a press briefing on Sunday morning (April 10), WesMinCor spokesperson Maj. Filemon
Tan said more than 50 other soldiers were wounded in the nearly 10-hour gunbattie that resulted in one of
the biggest casualties suffered by government forces in a single day in recent years.

A similar encounter in Al Barka, also in Basilan, in 2011 left 19 government troops dead.

Tan said the militants who were killed included a suspected foreign terrorist, Moroccan national
Mohammad Khattab, and Ubaida Hapilon, the son of Abu Sayyaf senior leader Isnilon Hapilon.

“Soldiers of Joint Task Group Basilan conducting military operations in Basilan province encountered
more or less 120 Abu Sayyaf bandits under Isnilon Hapilon and Furuji Indama.”

Full military honors will be accorded to these soldiers in line with the time honored tradition of the AFP.
Also, all military camps will fly the flag at half-mast as the nation mourns their death and in recognition of

their ultimate sacrifice for the country.

The AFP assured ihe families of the bereaved soldiers of the benefits that they will be receiving.

www. bomboradvo.com

6 sa 56 sugatang sundalo sa ASG enc., kritikal ang kondisyon

By Bombo Marilyn Délos SantosPosted in Latest News it s, w0 b s L S
ZAMBOANGA CITY - Pumnalo na sa 56 na mga sundalo ang sugatan sa naganap na madugong

enkwentro sa Tipo-Tipo, Basilan.

Nananatiii pa rin sa 18 ang nasawi sa panig ng pamahalaan kabilang ang isang Army official.

Naka confine naman ngayon sa isang pribadong hospital sa Zamboanga City ang anim na sundalo na
kritikal ang kalagayan.

Habang ang nasa 50 iba pang sugatan ay kasalukuyang nagpapagaling sa Camp Navarro General
Hospital sa ioob ng headquarters ng Western Mindanao Command.

Tatlo sa 56 na mga sugatang sundalo ay mga opisyal at ito ay ang mga sumusunod:

1) Capt. Dexter R. Dantog
2) Capt. Mauricio P. Kilbas
3) 1LT Mark Genesis Robles
4y PFC Ryan U Tiate
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5) CPL. Anderson P Sical
6) Cpl Ryan Rey Cadierc

7) Cpl Martiniano S Saburnido jr
8) Cpl Mohammad A Jaji

9) Cpl Rio R Ancajas

10) PFC lan H Magsayu

11) 8SGt. Eduardo Gil Capalac
12) Sgt Roland T Suan

13) Pfc Redilo Tabo Tabo

14) Sgt Rommel G Fargas

15) Pfc Randy H Santiago

16) Tsg Robert M Dapon

17) Cpl Bryan Garcelina

18) Sgt Victor P Montalbo PA
19) Sgt Erico S Paglinawan

20) Pfc Erwin R Marquez

21) Cpl Albert C Mena

22) 88g Ferdinand A Cuaresma
23) Cpl Taha J Misuari

24) Cpl Daryl J Labarda

25) Pfc Ernesto L Marsan

26) Pfc Ruzlee Lloyd Kindan
27) Sgt Francisco B Baguiwan
28) Pvt Benhur J Anog

29} PFC Ryan C Canonigo

30) Pfc Alvin Alarcon

31) Pvt Eimas B Fuentes

32) Cpl Bontigas Rey

33) Sgt Julas Mad A Godrenier
34) Cpl Kullam M Saribban

35) Pfc Alvel T Perez

36) Pfc reynil S Dafon

37) Pfc John Montuert

38) Cpl Roberto Dua

39) Pfc Daniel S. Rimasog

Inisyal pa lamang ang listahan ng mga pangatan ng mga sugatang sundalo ang inilabas ng miiitar.

Halos lahat ng mga naging casualties ay miyembre ng 44th Infantry Rattalion na sivang nasa frontline.

www homboradyo.com

ASG tinangkang pugutan ng ulo ang 2 sa 18 nasawing sundalo

By Bombe Anne SoberancPosted in Latest News® iy 1 2imn :
Aminado ang pamunuan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) na tinangka ng mga bandidong Abu
Sayyaf na pugutan ng ulo ang dalawa sa 18 mga sundalong nasawi sa naganap na madugong labanan sa

Tipo-Tipo, Basilan.

Ayon kay AFP spokesperson BGen. Restituto Padilla na may report silang nakuha mula sa field na
dalawa sa nasawing sundalo ay tinangkang pugutan ng ulo ng mga bandidong Abu Sayyaf subalit ito ay

naiwasan,
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Sinabi ni Padilla na kaagad narekober ng mga tropa ang cadaver ng mga ito.
Kinumpirma din ni Padilla, na nagpapatuloy pa rin ang operasyon ng militar sa probinsiya laban sa ASG.
Bagkus ngayong araw ongoing pa rin ang labanan sa pagitan ng militar at bandidong grupo.

Sinabi ni Padilla, nalungkot si AFP chief of staff General Hernando Iriberri sa nangyari kung saan nasa 18
sundalo ang nasawi habang 56 ang sugatan.

Dahil sa insidente, nagdadalamhati ngayon ang buong AFP bagamat kallangan din nilang ituioy ang
kanilang misyon at trabaho lalo na ang pagtugis sa mga teroristang grupo.

www bomboragdyo.com

Mga sugatang sundalo sa Basilan clash pinarangalan

By Borbo Marilyr Delos SaniosPosted:in Latest News 6oy ¢ 2 A e e e
ZAMBOANGA CITY- Personal na ginawaran ni Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief of staff
General Hernando iriberri ng wounded personnel medal ang 56 mga sugatang sundalo sa madugong
labanan sa Barangay Baguindan, Tipo-Tipo lalawigan ng Basilan.

Isinagawa ang simpleng seremonya sa Camp Navarro General Hospital na nasa loob ng Western
Mindanao Command (WestMinCom) kung saan naka-confine ngayon ang nasa 50 mga sugatang

sundalo.

Habang 6 naman sa mga sundalo na nasa kritikal ang kondisyon ay inifipat naman sa pribadong ospital sa
fungsod.

Si Irriberri ay dumating sa Zamboanga City kaninang umaga kasama si Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin at nakipagpulong kay WestMinCom Commander LtGen. Mayoralgo Dela Cruz kasama ang iba

pang mga opisyal ng militar tungkol sa nangyaring matinding labanan.

Inihayag ni Iriberri, na naluiungkot ang buong hanay ng AFP sa pagkalagas ng marami nilang mga
sundaio.

Sinabi ni lriberri na bahagi na talaga ng kanilang sinumpaang tungkulin ang magbuwis ng buhay kaya
dapat lamang na kilalanin ang mga kabayanihan ng mga sundaio.

Our troops fought galiantly and we salute them as they displayed the finest traditions of soldiery with
almost valor, We are truly better for their sacrifice and we will take inspiration from their exemplary
service. After we grieve for our soldiers, we shall continue the fight to win the peace for our people. Our
soldiers made the ultimate sacrifice so that the people of Basilan will be free from terrorists and secure a

peaceful and bright future for their next generation,” pahayag ni lriberri.
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Recto: Bets shou!d d:scuss Abu Sayyaf in next presidential debate

A sﬁi!"image captured from video footage of the kidnappers and theif viclims is shown in this SITE iﬁiﬁiligence Group

_wdao made a\fanlabie 0] Reutors n November Fsie p}'&ote R e _
MAN!LA Phihppmes Pressdentlal candldates should talk about how they p!an o deal w;th the Abu Sayyaf
group, Sen. Ralph Recto said Sunday, saying the bandits have "pedeviled four presidencies” and will be a
chatienge for a fifth unless stopped.

"The next presidential debate should include a question on how {0 end Abu Sayyaf's terrorism and stop
their expansion as an SIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) franchisee. What is clear is that ending their
terror has become an important part of the job description of the next president,” he said in a press

statement.

The next and final round of the Commission on Elections-organized presidential debate will be held in
Pangasinan on April 24.

The reelectionist senator said that the Aquino administration has reduced the number of Abu Sayyaf
attacks, but that recent kidnappings -- including four foreign nationals who were grabbed from a resort on
Samai isiand in the Davao region last September -- show they are still a threat.

In recent weeks, the group is also believed to have abducted 10 indonesian and four Malaysian sailors in
separate incidents.
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"Before their hostages become a United Nations of kidnap victims, they must be stopped, We know the
lessons of the past: Ransom paymenis fuel more kidnappings and finance more terror activities,” Recto

said.

On Saturday, at least 18 soldiers were killed and more than 50 were wounded in a daylong firefight with
from 100 to 150 Abu Sayyaf bandits in Al-Barka and Tipo Tipo towns in the island province of Basilan.

The Associated Press, citing security officials, reported that the soldiers had been deployed to kill or
capture Abu Sayyaf commander isnilon Hapilon, who has publicly pledged allegiance to the islamic State
group and has been hunted for years for his alleged involvement in several terrorist attacks.

mp/e commend the bravery of our fallen soldiers. We condole with their loved ones, but above all, let us
assure them that justice will be served soon,” Recto said.

www, bomboradve.com

Sundalo sugatan sa encounter vs NPA

By Bonibo Radyo Gen SanPosted m Latest News? e e e e
GENERAL SANTOS CITY - Sugatan ang 1sang sundalo matapos ang mahigit isang oras na encounter
laban sa grupo ng New People's Army (NFPA).

Sinabi sa Bombo Radyo ni 2Lt. Daryl Cansancio, spokesperson ng 73rd Infatry Battalion, hinarass ng 25
mga rebelde ang mga tauhan ng 512th Engineering Battalion sa ginagawang schoo! building sa Sitio
Akbual, Upper Suyan, Malapatan, Sarangant.

Hindi umanc pinaboran ng mga rebelde ng paglagay ng paaralan sa lugar kaya't nirapido ang
nagtatrabahong mga sundalo.

Kaagad nagkaroon ng firefight na tumagal sa isang cras at tuluyang tumakbo ang nasabing mga rebeide.

Nagpatuloy haman ang pagpatrolya ng mga sundalo sa kabundukang bahagi ng Sarangani at Davac
Occidental para maitaboy ang mga rebelde lalo na at paparating ang halalan.
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US-Philippines Alliance to Reach ‘New Level’: US Defense Chief

Ash Carter offers praise for bilateral ties in a think tank speech ahead of a visit to Maniia.

US 'Presidéht Ba’féck Obémé 'giv'es'remérks' to nationai'and international media in 'frdnt of BRP Gregon’o'.dei
Pilar as part of a maritime security event.

# Flickr/US Embassy Manila

Recent progress in U.S.-Philippine refations will take the capability of the alfiance to a “new level” not seen
in decades, the United States’ defense chief told an audience in New York Friday before departing for a
trip which includes stops to the Philippines and India.

The Philippines, long belittled as one of Asia’s weakest militaries and Washington’s laggard regional
alliance, has become a critical part of the United States’ rebalance to the region with ratification of a new
defense pact known as the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) in January as well as its
involvement in & Pentagon capacity-building program known as the Southeast Asia Maritime Security

Initiative (MS1), which is just getting underway.

"EDCA and MS! will 1ake the U.S -Philippines afliance capability to a new level, one not seen in decades,”
U.S. Defense Secretary Ash Carter said in a speech on Asia at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), a

New York-based think tank.

EDCA, which was inked in April 2014, but only upheld by the Philippine Supreme Court this January, gives
U.S. troops and equipment wide access to Philippine military bases on a rotational basis. Carter said that
the announcement of the initial slate of five locations under the agreement would allow U.S. forces to
conduct regular rotational training, exercises and activities and beiter support the modernization of the

Philippine military as well as mutual defense.
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“We recently announced an initial siate of five EDCA Agreed Locations for the alliance activities, locations
arrayed throughout the archipelago that will offer the opportunity for increasingly complex bilateral
engagements,” Carter said.

As part of his trip to the Philippines, Carter is expected to visit two of the five locations next week — Fort
Magsaysay and Antonio Bautista Air Base. EDCA, Carter said, would enable the allies to augment pre-
positioned disaster relief supplies at Fort Magsaysay that had supported the response to Typhoon Haiyan,
the deadliest typhoon ever recorded in Philippine history that killed over 6,300 people. New stocks would
aiso be added to Bautista Air Base to enhance allied ability to respond to future disasters.

The Diplomat understands from officials that while initial efforts under EDCA will focus on areas fike
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, over the longer term the agreement will allow the United
States to station more troops, ships, and planes more frequently, thereby enhancing Washington's
rotational presence in the region more generally amid a range of threats including China’s growing
assertiveness in the South China Sea.

Regarding MS!, a $425-million-dollar, five-year maritime security capacity-building initiative for Southeast
Asian states near the South China Sea, which Carter first announced last year at the Shangri-La Dialogue
in Singapore, Carter said that most of the funding for the first year of the program wouid go to the

Philippines.

“We have just released the first tranche of this money, nearly 80 percent of which is going to the
Philippines,” he said,

The funding, he said, will help modernize the technology and train staff at the Philippine National Coast
Watch Center, enhance an information network to enable classified information sharing between U.S.
Pacific Command in Hawali and key Philippines maritime command centers, provide an aerostat
reconnaissance platform, and outfit Philippine navy patrol vessels with better sensors.

This would be a much-needed boost for Manila, which has struggled to counter Beijing's assaults against
it in the South China Sea, including the seizure of Scarborough Shoeal in 2012 and the continued
harassment of Philippine aircraft, vessels, and fishermen. The Philippines aiso has a pending South China
Sea case against China with the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) at the Hague, with a verdict

expected in May or June.

“[O]ur having the initiative and the funding that goes with it that makes it possible, particularly for a country
like the Philippines... it's a very positive thing,” Carter told The Diplomatin response to a guestion on
board Boeing 737-700 flight from New York back to Washington following his CFR speech.

Carter will also become ihe first U.S. defense secretary to observe the Balikatan exercises, the premier
bilateral U.S.-Philippine military exercise that has grown to involve Australia as well as a number of
additional observers this year including Japan. This year's exercise, which runs through April 15 and
includes over 7,000 personnel from all mifitary services from both countries, features a simulated oil and
gas piatform recovery raid in the South China Sea and the deployment of two units of the U.S. M142 High

Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) for the first time.
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“Balikatan signals our shared resolve. It enhances our shared capabiiities. And it demonstrates, once
again, America’s dedication to standing shoulder-to-shouider with the Philippines,” Carter said, referring fo

the U.S. translation of the term Balikatan in the local Tagalog language.

Carter also reiterated U.S. President Barack Obama’s statement that the U.S. commitment to the
Philippines is “ironciad.” Some continue to call on the administration to clarify its commitments under the
U.5.-Philippine defense treaty as they might apply to the South China Sea to serve as a deterrent to

Beijing.

www.update.ph
Korean manufacturer to provide PH Marines 8 new Amphibious

Assault Vehicles

SOT IS R ATE TR O S

Hanwha Techwin, previously Samsung Techwin, was declared as the winning bidder for the Department
of National Defense’s Amphibious Assault Vehicle (AAV) acquisition project, accerding to MaxDefense.
MaxDefense said that the Notice of Award was already provided.

The contract price for the acquisition of eight brand-new AAVs is PhP2.423 billion. These amphibious
vehicles will render service to Philippine Marine Corps of Philippine Navy when delivered. Approved
budget for the said acquisition was PhP2.5 billion.

South Korean Hanwha Techwin and American BAE Systems are producing AAV7A1 vehicles. Amphibious
vehicles produced by the South Korean manufacturer are designated as KAAV7AT (KAAV).

This project was among the seven multi-year contract projects that President Aquino approved. The
approval alsc included two frigates, two anti-submarine helicopters for Philippine Navy; two long-range
- patrol aircraft, six close-air support aircraft, munitions for FA-50 and three air surveillance radars for the

Philippine Air Force.

Meanwhile, units of Philippine Marines have conducted AAV familiarization training event with their
American counterparts April 4, during the conduct of Balikatan 2016,
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April 4, 2016, US Marines photo.
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Filipino Marines ride at the back of a US Marine Corps Amphibicus Assault Vehicle with Combat Assauit
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, il Marine Expeditionary Force at Crow Valley last week.
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