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Five weeks before the May elec-
tions, presidential aspirant Davao
City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte and
vice presidential bet Sen. Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. have

surged to the number one spot.in-
the latest quarterly Social Weather

Stations (SWS) survey. . * .. Results of the SWS first quarter- - Duterte’s rating was four

TRIIVM

* Duterte grabbed
the lead from for-

Sen, Grace Poe in

. the presidential race, the pollster

Ssaid. -

IRENTY

buéérte. » Bongbong surge to top — SWS

Bl GNG
mer frontrunner ﬂﬁ&_g 27 o B

.. survey conducted
[1] " from March 30 to
_ . April 2 showed
' ' ' that 27 percent of
respondents preferred the tough-
talking Duterte. -~~~ ..

§
{ied for second place, with
scores of 23 percent, 20 per-
cent and 18 percent, respec-
Hively REET T
¢ Sen. Miriam Deferisor-San-
fiago’s rating remained steady
At three percent. -

§ Poe’s rating went down six
points trom 29 percent.

{ Binay’s score also
dropped two points from
€22 percent. o
Roxas lost a point from
(19 percent in the previous
SUTVey. _

¢ The survey used face-to-
face interviews with 1,500
adults nationwide - 1,377 or
E92 percent of them registered
VOeTs. : o

¢ It has sampling error mar-

¥ e

&

s,

wins of plus or minus three

percentage points. S
Results of the latest SWS

survey were published in Busi-
uessWarld yesterday. o

- Bongbong takes

solo lead
Marcos, runningmate of
Santiago, took the solo lead
in the vice presidential race,
garnering 26 percent from

25 pereent in the previous -
BUrvey.” ‘

Sen. Francis Escudero, who

18 running with Poe, and LP
~ bet Camarines Sur Rep. Leni

Robredo are statistically tied

for second spot with 21 per-

cent and 19 pereent, respec-
tively.

Escudero lost seven points
from 28 percent in the pre-
vicus poll. Robredo’s score
dropped by three points fron
27 percent. ‘ '

Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano,
who is running with Duterte,

gained a point from 12 percent -
“to 13 percent,

1
Binay’s runningmate, Sen.

points up from the 23 percent he
.obtained in the March & to 1] poll.
Poe, United Nationalist Al-
Hance {UNA) candidate Vice -
President Jejomar Binay and Lib-
eral Party (LP) standard bearer
‘Manuel Roxas I are statistically

Turn o Page 6

- Gregorio Hongsan; also gained
a point with five percent from
four percent:) '

Independent candidate Sen.

- Antonio Trillanes IV was tied
with Honasan with five per-
‘cent, unchanged from the
previous survey.. - .

- Duterte camp

The camp of Duterte said

it was elated with the results

of the latest SWS presidential
survey but maintained it can-
not be complacent. '

“While we are clated with
the results of the recent sur-
veys, we still believe the final
arbiter of who will be elected
as president is the people...
that will be known on election
day,” Maribojoe Mayor Jun

Evasco, Duterte’s campaign

manager, said.

“We cannot celebrate yet
until the May 9 election is over.

It is not.pover until it's over”
Bvascoradded. 7
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He asked the mayor’s sup-
porters to double their efforts
with less than a month before
the elections. R

“We urge our followess to
continue v work harder and
make sure their support and
the results of the surveys are
translated into votes,” Evasco
said.

Binay unfazed

Binay's camp, mean-
while, remained unfazed as
it shrugged off the results of
the latest SWS survey.’ - -

“A closer reading of the

SWS survey shows downward

movements for both Mayor
Duterte and Senator Poe,”
UNA campaign spokesman
Rico Quicho said. -

Quicho said the rumbers of
Duterteand Poe actually dropped
and that of Binay increased,
compared. with.the SWS poll
corducted on March 30, ..

In the previous survey,
Duterte scored 31 percent

ple and explain their platform.

while Poe obtained 34 percent.
Binay’s rating went up by three
points from 17 percent, while
Roxas” score increased by a
single point. ‘

“Vice President Binay is
grateful for the results of the
survey. Despite the attacks
hurled against the Vice Presi-
dent, his steady rise shows the

strength of his core support-

ers,” satd Quicho. :
“He will work harder fo-

gether with our various sup-

port groups as election day
nears,” he added: _
Poe, Chiz reassess
strategy
Poe and Escudero will ad-
just their campaign strategy
after they both feil to second

-place in the latest SWS suzrvey.

Escudero said the survey
results served ag a challenge to

step up their campaign.

Escudero said he and Poe
would reach out to more peo-
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Poe’s spokesman Valenzu-
ela Mayor Rex Gatchalian said

the survey results would guide
‘their team’ as they plan their

next moves,:

Robredo worried

Robredo said she was wor-
ried over the results of the lat-
est SWS survey-that showed
Marcos topping the poll.

“I'm worried. Even if he's

not at the top, even if he's in
the fourth or fifth places in
the survey, I'm still worried

-because'there are 'stifl many

. who believe he deserves to be

elected, considering he has yet
to atone for their sins in the
past,” Robredo told reporters.

Robredo was referring to
the alleged hidden wealth
accumulated by the Marcoses
and the atrocities during mar-
tial law. 7. PR :

-~ With Perseus Echemina-

-da, Robertzon Ramirez, Janvic .
Mateg, _'Christ_ina Mendez,

3 Aelidning]

285, 5295




TV W aSner, L

ST G WL TGS ALY Tl 1 o N M L [S RN

g Be

! OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF ccPUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no.

A7 aprii 2018

] Armychief:SEai

By Florante S. Solmerin,
Sandy Araneta and Francisco
Tuyay .

ARMY chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo Afio
said Monday the Moroccan killed in
the government offensive against the
Abu Sayyaf was the conduit between the

bandit group and Islamic State terrorists. -

“Last year, he came up on the radar of

our intelligence service because he was
ttying to link up the Abu Sayyaf to the

Middle East terrorist group,” Afio said, -

referring to Moharmmad Khattab, :
Khattab, a bomb expert, has been

living in the country for the last three -

years, Ano said.

Armed Forces spokesman Brig. Gen.

Restituto Padilla said Monday at least 13
more Abu Sayyaf gunmen died as the

military pressed more attacks Sunday
against the fieeing bandits in Tipo-Tipo,
Basilan. N . _

On Saturday, at least 18 soldiers
and five bandits were killed when the
Abu Sayyaf ambushed the advancing
soldiers,

Padilla said bad weather prevented the
Air Porce from sending close air support
for the ground troops that day. Next page

Because the attack helicophlh

and bomber planes such as toe-

OV-10 were grounded by bad
" weather, - ground commanders
had to rely on their arillery bom-
bardment targeting enemy posi-
tions.
He denied public criticism
that casualties could have been
avoided if the troops had enough

equipment and air assets during -

the critical moments of the battle.

The national headquarters of
the military and police and all
camps of the uniformed services
across the country flew the flag at
half-staff aver the death of the 18
soldiers.

“Flags are flown at half-mast to
mourn the death of our soldiers,
our heroes who offered the ulti-
mate sacrifice, their lives, last Sat-

urday, tional Day of Valor” . : g
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Padilla said. “We fly it at half mast
to honor their gallantry and sacri~
fice” i

On Sunday night, Defense
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and
Armed Forces of the Philippines
Chief of Staff Gen. Hernando Ir-
iberri informed President Benig-

- o Aquino I last Sunday night
.on the progress of continuing:
“operations of the Armed Forces
-'of the Philippines against Abu
- Sayyafand other lawless elements
in Basilan after their return from

Zarnboanga City, Malacafiang

- said on Monday.
- “These operations were in-

tensified since December 2015

' and have resulted in neutralizing
- high-value terror suspects, includ-
“ing Malaysian Mohd Najib Hus-
i sein (aka. Abu Anas), Moroccan

Mohammad Khattab and Ubaida
Hapilon, son of senior ASG leader
Isnilon Hapilon,” said Commmni-
cations Secretary Herminio Co-

“loma Jr, in a statement.

“Both officials informed the
President that, in accordance with
his instructions, pursuit opera-
tions are still being conducted and
that the troops are fully equipped
and adequately supported,” said
Coloma.

Eighteen soldiers were killed

while six were critically wounded
during a 10-hour firefight in Ba-
rangay Baguindan in Basilans
Tipo-Tipo town Saturday.
- The military said five were
killed on- the enemy side, includ-
ing Khattab and Ubaida Hapilon,
son of senior ASG leader Isnilon
Hapilon.

Padilla said the. terrorists at-
tempted to behead two of the slain
soldiers but were prevented from
doing so.

Western Mindanao Command
spokesman Maj. Filemon Tan said
the wounded soldiers were all tak-
en to military hospitals in Zam-
boanga City and were undergoing
treatment as of Sunday.

“Military operations will con-
tinue without letup as we seek
the withdrawing bandits and
hold them accountable for their
crimes,” he said,

“Our soldiers made the ulti-
mate sacrifice 5o that the people of
Basilan will be free from terrorists
and secure a peaceful and bright
future for their next generation,”
he added. .

On Friday, police in Zamboan-
ga City arrested a close relative of
the Abn Sayyaf chieftain, Hapilon.

Criminal Investigation Detec-
tion Group Director Victor Deona
identified the . ASG member as
Bantong Basinti, undle of com-
mander Hapilon, who was in-
volved in the kidnapping of plan-
tation farmers in Basilan province.
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By Julie S. Alipala

in Zamboanga City © *. |
and Julie M. Aurelio

in Manila )

FAMILIES of the 18 slain sol-
diers seeking justice and asking
for details on how they died
were toid not to talk to journal-
ists even as two generals de-
manded a military investigation
into the carnage, the INQUIRER
learned yesterday. : :

Military authorities declined
to discuss with reporters details
of the 10-hour encounter with
Abu Sayyaf bandits in Tipo-Tipo
on Basilan on Saturday ‘in
which 52 other soldiers were
wounded.

“We want justice. It is diffi-
cult for us to speak right now,
but we have many questions on
our minds. Right now, all I can
say is we want justice,” said
Lady Labiai, wife of slain Cpl.
Dionesio Labial from Sirawat,
Zamboanga del Norte.

“1 lost my voice from crying,”
sajd Inday Monte, who lost her
_eldest son, Pfc. John Monte in
the worst incident to hit the
security services since 44 Spe-
cial Action Force troopers were
massacted in Mamasapano,
Maguindanao ~ province, on
Jan. 25 lastyear. .

Monte and her husband

Ruben traveled from Baroy in
Lanao del Norte, 12 hours away
over land, to find out what had

2 GENERALS/AIB
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happened in Tipo-Tipo. “There
were so many deaths. I came
here to see sq many deaths.”

Inday said as she tried to con-
trol her emotons so as not w©
get the attention of the soldiers
watching them at the St. Peter
Funeral Home in Zamboanga
City, where eight of the dead re-
mained as of yesterday. She said
they were not allowed to speak
to journalists.

“This is my first time to set
foot in Zamboanga. First and
maybe last. T am here to bring
oy son back home,” she said.

13 Abu Sayyaf men killed

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla,
spokesperson of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines, said
troops had killed 13 Abu Sayyaf
bandits in military operations in

the same area in Tipo-Tipo where
150 of the insurgents sprang the
ambush on the soldiers, most of
them belonging to the 44th In-
fantry Barttalion of the Philippine
Army, on Saterday.

f‘VVe have not stopped in our
cperations to pursue the Abu
Sayyaf,” Padilla said in a news
briefing at the AFP headquar-
ters. He said the offensive start-
ed on Sunday morning. (See
story above.)

Padilla announced that flags
in all military camps would be
flown at half mast for a week “to
mourn the deaths of our sol-
diers, our heroes who offered
the ultimate sacrifice.”

On Sunday, AFP chief of staff
Gen. Hernando Iriberri, Army
chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo Afio and

Defense Secretary. Voltaire

Gazmin', flew to Zamboanga ny2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-95551.0cal: 5285, 5285
City, to visit the wounded and

condole with the families of the
dead, who were all from Min-
danao, except for one whose
body was flown to Isabela
province yesterday.

The Philippine National Po-

lice issued a statement express-
ing condolences and honoring
“true heroes who offered the
supreme sacrifice so that Fil-

ipinos will continue to iive in
peace,”

Heads should roll
Two ranking military officials
said the AFP should conduct an
inquiry into the Tipo-Tipo am-
bush.. S
“What happened was a failure

of leadership from top to bottom

for lack of experience, failure of
intelligence and failure of realis-
tic planning o include intelli-
gent mission planning,” said a
general, who asked not tw be
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named. He said the brigade up
to the Western Mindanao Com-
mand should be held liable.

Another general said heads
should roll. He said Maj. Gen.
Mayoralgo del Cruz, the regional
military chief, was micromanag-
ing the operations at the expense
of soldiers’ lives. “He planned it.
He even went to the bartalion
headquarters before the troops
jumped off. This is super micro-
management, a three-star gener-
al wanting to do the 2nd Lieu-
tenant job,” the officer sajd.

Iriberri, in an interview on Sun-
day in Zamboanga, said that it
was too early 1o call for a probe.
“As we speak, an operation is on-
going in Basilan,” he said. '

In an interview at the funeral
home, Jennylyn-Alani; wife of
Cpl. Jayson Alani of La Piedad,
Isabela City, said her husband
called her up on Friday night.

“He told me to
take care of our ¢hil-
dren and that I
should not miss eat-
ing. I even told him
that he was giving
me the creeps be-
cause it was like he
was saying good-
bye,” Jennylyn said.

Jeopnylyn said her husband
was on hreak for a week, but got
recalled in April 4. “He received
a call that they must all report
at once,” $he said. The 44th In-
fantry Battalion arrived in Basi-
lan last week.

Jennyiyn said she wanted to

know what really happened.

Sthe said her husband called her
on Friday night, informing her
that they would be moving to
Tipo-Tipe on Saturday morn-
ing. She learned of her hus-
band’s death at 9 p.m. Saturday.
No one, however, briefed her
about what happened.

- Military honors awaited

Gemma Alani, younger sister

of Cpl. Jayson Alani, told the Inv-.
"QUIRER; “We will ‘only be - at

peace if we know what really
happened.” She said it took
24 hours before the family were
able to see the body of her
brother. She said military offi-
cials told them that they should
not talk to journalists until the
remains. of the soldiers had
reached their hometowns.
“Where are the military hon-
ors? It would have been good for
us to-see our brother and his
comrades given honots. Why

would they want to keep our
emotions down?” Gemma asked.

She said many families had
rushed to the St. Peter’s Funeral
Homes on Sunday moming but
were told to wait as bodies were
still being recovered from the
encounter site.

Maj. . Filemon Tan Jr,
spokesperson of the Western
Mindanao Command, said that
a dedicated military honor will
be given to fallen soldiers.
“They are being taken cared of
by their mother unit, the 1st
Infaniry Division,” Tan said.

The mother of 1st Lt. Remigio

Licenia urged the government
to pursue the killers of her 28-
year-old son, who had served.as
a teacher at the Rang-ayan Na-
tional " High School 'inllagan
City, Isabela, before joining the
army. -
. “We condemn the killing of
my sorr and the soidiers who
had been serving the people.
They must pay,” said Maria
Clara Bundoc-Licenia. The re-
mains of Licenia arrived at
nearby Gamu town in Isabela
yesterday. . With a report from
Villamer Visaya Jr, Inquirer
Northern Luzon, and Jaymee
T. Gamil in Manila

|
;
|
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AFP kills 4 more Abus

By JAIME LAUDE -
Four Abu Sayyaf members were killed in

‘renewed fighting last weekend in Tipo-Tipo,

Basilan as military reinforcements condu.cf:-
ing pursuit operations hit hard at the rFuh-
tants that earlier gunned down 18 soldiers,
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)

reported yesterday.

Brig. Gen. Restituto
Padilla, AFP spokes-
man, said soldiers:
clashed with the ban-
dits Sunday in Barangay
Baguindan in Tipo-Tipo
town.

The latest killings

brought to 13 the death

-toll of the Abu Sayyaf
since fighting started

last Saturday. Five ban-"

- dits were earlier killed,

“The death of four
Abu Sayyaf is in line
with continuing opera-
tions against the bandit

group in Basilan as per.

directive from the top
military leadership,”
Padillasaid, adding that
scores of bandits were
wounded.
Additional troops

Light Reaction Compa-
-1y (LRC), and the Army
Stout Rangers were dis- -
-patched to Basilan to

help track down the
bandits led by Isnilon
Hapilon and Furuji In-
dama. -~ .o X
. AFP chief Gen. Her-
nando Iriberti has or-
dered the troops to con-
duct sustained opera-
tions against the enemy.
. "We have deployed
additional troops to the
island. Day and night
we will go after these
bandits,” an informed
military source said.
Aside from Basilan-
based units, troops from
Sulu were also deployed
to go after the Abu Sayy-
af involved in kidnap for

the region and in Sabah. .

Informed sources said that:

last Sunday’s fighting broke
out when dozens of Aby Sayy-
af members were trying to re-
‘cover the body of a Moroccar,
terrorist, Mohammagd Khattab,
who was killed during the

tncounter with government A

troops the previous day,,
_The bandits killed 18 S0l

diers and wounded 56 others -

during clashes last Saturday.
Some were reportedly be-
headed. : o

Khattab, .passing himself
off as an Islamic preacher, had
been the conduit betweer the
homegrown terrorists in Min-
danao and Middle East-based .
international network, untif
the troops finally caught up
with him in Basilan.

He was killed during the
clash with elements of the Az
my’s 44th Infantry Battalion (IB).

Sources said pursuing
troops prevented the bandits
from retrieving the body of
Khattab.

The remains of the Mo-
roccan terrorist are now in

be buried in accordance with
‘Muslim burial rites.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokes-
man for Western Mindanao
Command (Westmincam),
said operations are continy-
ing against Radullan Sahiron,
Indama and their gang.

“The operation is continu-

_-ous: and 'there 5 no'letup in’”

going after the Aby S yyaf
group,” Tan said.: :

The military said the kill-
ing of Khattab has apparently
preempted possible bombings
and stopped the training of local
bomb makers of the Aby Sayyaf.

Khattab was one of two for-
eign terrorists based in Basilan.

~His companion, Malaysian
bomb expert Mohammad Na-
Jib Hussein alias Aby Anas,
was killed last Dec. 15 in AL
Barka, Basilan,

“We preempted possibility
of bombing attack because we
neutralized Mohammad Khat-
tab. Hé could no longer pass
on his terroristic trade craft,”
Tan said. R

Tan said they could not con-
firm if Khattab and Hapiion

military custody and would  are espousing the Islamic State

from the AFP’s elite ransom operations in =~ —-— T ——e T

ransom operations in
anti-terror force, the -

Turn to Page 8
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Army hits back at Abu Sayvyaf
bandits, kill 13 in new firefight

By RENE AcOsta W @reneacostaBM
AND DAVID CAGAHASTIAN W @davecaga

OVERNMENT forces killed |
13 Abu Sayyafbanditsinthe

el CONtiNUING operations against .
‘thearmed group in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan,

following the day-long gunbattle on

‘:Saturday,‘ the military reported on Monday.

: Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla,

: “Armed Forces spokesman, said the
" 13 bandits were killed on Sunday

by troops from the 44th Infantry

‘Battalion; the same Armyunit that’

. figured in the almost 10-hour fire-

fight with the group of commander

Isnilon Hapilon on Saturday.

The bandits returned to Sitio

, Bayoko, Barangay Baguindan, Tipo-

Tipo, apparently to retrieve the bod-
iesoftheirdead companions, includ-
ing Moroccan Mohammad Khattah,
triggering a firefight for about sjx :

 hours that began at past § a.m,

Khattab, a foreign terrorist and
supposedly a facilitator of the Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG) contacts with
international terror organiza-
tions, including the Islamic State,
was among those killed during the
gunbattle on Saturday in Barangay

‘Baguindan. Heisalso reportediyan

instructor on bomb making,
The soldiers also killed Hapilon's

. son Ubaida and another Abu Sayyaf

leader Radzmil Jannatul alongwith

- :two others. Twenty other bandits

were wounded in the Satur'riay en-
counter, the military said.

.On the other hand, 18 soldiers
were killed, while 53 others were
wounded during the firefight.

Padilla said the 13 bandits
were killed during Sunday's en.:
counter as the government con-
tinued its operationsagainst the
group of Hapilon. o

He said no soldier was killed or’
wounded i the Sunday encounter. ‘

President Aquino, meanwhile, -
ordered the military to step up the

* offensive against the ASG after the

reported deaths of 18 Army trodps,

. including an officey, in a firefight in

Basilan during the weekend.
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Agquino 51ammoned Defense Sec-

retary Voltaite T. Gazmin and Gen. -
Hernando Iriberri, Armed Porces

chiefof staff, to Malacafiang on Sun-

- against the ASG.

Communications Secretafy Her- -

minio B. Coloma Jr. said Aquino
specifically ordered pursuit opera-
tions to be conducted following the
firefight on Saturday.

The President also ordered the
two officials to ensure that the mili-
taryunitsinvolvedare fully equipped

and adequately supported by other

government forces.

Colomasaid the mtens&fmdoper«
ations against the Abu Sayyaf start-
ed last Decernber and have already
resulted in the killing of high-value
bandits, including Malaysian Mohd
Najib HusseinaliasAbu Khattaband
the younger Hapilon.

In Basilan an Abu Sayyaf bandit,
who is the nephew of the emir of the
group, wasarrested overtheweekend

by a team of soldiers and policemen.
. Bantong Basinti, nephew of
" Abu Sayyaf emir Radullan Sahi-
~ron, was captured on Priday in
‘Barangay Bulansa, Lantawan,
: 'Bagﬂan, sald. Dlrector Victor De-

. ona, commander of the National |
" Police’s Criminal Investigation

‘and Deteétion Group (CIDG).
Deonasaid on Monday that Bas-

inti was arrested by a team of CIDG

. agents, members of the police's

Basilan Provincial Public Safety
Companyand Air Forceintelligence
operativesonthe strength of awar-

.. rant of arrest,
- day.night to review the operations -

He said Basinti, an Abu Sayyaf

- bandit under-the direct command

of Sahiron, his uncle, is wanted for

-~ eight counts of kidnapping and seri-

ous illegal detention.

Basintiandthe Hapllon sgroup

werebehind thekidnapping of 10
employees of the Golden Harvest
PlantationonJune 11, 2001, One
of the victims was beheaded in
that inicident.

Meanwhile, three men were
arrested inside a mall in Cota-

_ bate City for possessing high-

powered firearms.

They were identified as Ismael
Kamsa, Kle Tambara and Jomer
Anggarwhowere arrested by troops
fromthe CIDG-Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Of-
fice, the Army, the National Police
Special Action Force and the Cota-
bato City police command.

Seized from the three were
an M-16 carbine, twocaliber .45

pistols, ammunition magazines

and ammunition: s

The three were! arrested the Al-
nor Mall on Sinsuat Avenue, Cota-

“bato City. The CIDG SARMM com-
_mander, Supt. Jinmy Daza, said the

trio aré believed to be members of a

© privatearmedgroup basedinBaran-

gay Kalanganan, Cotabato City.
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in Basilan

it

conducted Saturday’s offensive. _
S Coowseiaenl . However, due to bad weather, he
Government forces killed 13 mili-*; said the military aircraft were not able
tants in continuing operations égainst_'-__;- to provide fche needed close air support
\he Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) that killed - to the soldiers on the ground.
" 18 soldiers last Saturday it Basilan, the’ .. . However, Former 'Ijipow’l‘zpe_may_or
military announced yesterday. " "~ -.; - Joel Maturan, now United Nationalist
Maj. Filemon Tan; spokesman, . Alllance (UNA) gubernatonla} candrdafce
Western Mindanao Command (Wesmin-- - in Basilan, told the Manila Bulletin

‘ sy orrilitante naiaai s | that fresh troops have been deployed
.- coim), said six other militants, including " : LA da,
ASG commander Furuji Tndama who - ' tD€ condlict site since Saturday, an

; .. indication that an all-oul war against
has a multi-miilion peso bounty on his " indication that a 5

head, were also wounded in the clash, - %;; (ﬁTSi(;Omll continue in the forest? of
- Tan'said they received reports that . | !
Indama is in critieal cond.itipn. - Air support :
. Brig Gen. Beﬁﬁuto?g@l_lai SpoKes- - yioturan said helicopter gunships
- Tan, Armed Forces of tlie Philippines - continue to hover over the conflict site
(AFP), said the latestencounter: 4 g . o provide aerial cover for the ground
occurred Sunday in Barangay Baguin- * troops running after the ASG bandits.
dan in Tipo-Tipo town, the same area Soldiers are noticed in major roads
where heavy fighting ook place last leading to the hostility sites and military
Saturday.that left 18 soldiers and five . checkpoints have been established very
ASG ginmen dead, | close to each nther along roads leading
“Thirteen ASG bandits were re- to Baguindan and Silangkum to prevent
ported killed in Sunday’s operationsin  other ASG bandits from supporting
Barangay Baguindan,” Padilla said in their comrades led by senior leaders
a press briefing at Camp Gen, Emilioc  Isnilon Hapilon and Furigi Indama,
Aguinalde, N Malacanang assured that secu-
Ne casualties were reported on the rity forces are “fully equipped and
government side during the fighting adequately supported” in their pursuit
that broke out in the morning and -.operations against the ASG. ‘
lasted until around 3pam. . «-Presidential Communications Sec-
“With this, the number of slain ASG retary Herminio Coloma Jr. said De-
since April 9 has now climbed to 18" fense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and
said-the AFP spokesman, noting that  Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
the bandit group also suffered more Chief of Staff Gen. Hernando Iriberri
than 20 injured during the bloody en-  informed President Aquino Sunday
counter the day before. night on the progress of continuing
Padilia said it is possible that some . operations of the AFP against the Aby
of the latest fatalities from the ASG Sayyaf and other lawless elements in
were among those wounded in Satur- ©  Basilan,

day’s gun battle. “Both officials informed the Presi-

He added, however, that they arestill  dent that, in accordance with his in-
awaiting report from the Western Mind- . structions, pursuit operations are still
anzo Command (Wesmincon) ifthe bodies being conducted and that the troops
of the slain ASG men were recovered.

are fully equipped and adequately sup-
{ ported,” Coloma said.
With the pursuit operations, Mat-

th uran said the outnumbered ASG ban-
said military air assets were on standby  dits are now adopting a “guerrilla”

provide support to the troops that __ style of fighting the soldiers, taking

. _ advantage of their familiarity with the
JFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS o,
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_In the same press briefing, Padilla
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“They can inflict large casualty
to government troops running after
them since they know the terrain, they
know where to wait for the military to
ambush them, and they know where to

Puger

- find an exit to elute pursuing soldiers,”

Maturan said.

“What is good in here, the members
of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) who live.near the conflict site
have evacuated to a safer site and did
not dip their fingers into the conflict,”

~ added. :
% undreds. of residents living near

@ :onflict site have also evacuated
to safer ground to avoid being caught
in the crossfire.

“ Maturan urged the military not to
stop their operations against the group
to prevent them from regrouping and
regaining strength.

“H the ASG will not run out of byl-
lets, they will certainly run out of food
and this can rake themn weak in fighting
the soldiers,” Maturan said.

Bishop angered

The latest clash in Basilan has an-
gered a Mindanao prelate.

Basilan Bishop Martin Jumoad said
itis very depressing when “our govern-
ment forces are seemingly ‘defeated’
with 18 soldiers as casualties.”

“I am really depressed and angry
why our soldiers are killed like chick-
ens in the hands of the Abu Sayyaf”
he said.

The prelate questioned why govern-
ment forces cannot seem to overcome
the terrorist group,

“What is happening to our govern-
ment? Jumoad asked. .

“What is happening to our military
school? There is a need to revisit and re-
evaluate how come our soldiers cannot
overcome the Abu Sayyaf?” he added.

The Basilan bishop said, “If our
own soldiers cannot neutralize the Abu
Sayyaf, how much more for the Chinese
soldiers in the Philippine Sea?”

“I pity our national defense. The

Secunng thes land
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Abus are laughing at gur schooled
military men!” sajg Jumead,

Fiags at haltanast

As the nation mourng the death of
18 soldiers who figured in the bloody
clash with the ASG, flags were flown
at half-mast at aj military camps in
the country.

“Flags are flown at half-mast to
mourn the death of our soldiers...our he-
roes who offered the ultimate sacrifice,
their lives, last Saturday, our national
Day of Valor, in Tipo-Tipe, Basilan ma
day long encounter against elements of
the ASG,” Padijla said.

“We flyit at half-magt to honor their

-gallantry and sacrifice,” he added,

Meanwhile, Crimipal Investigation
and Detection Group (CID®) agents
‘arrested Bantong Basinti, Hapilon’s
hephew, in a raid in & remote ares in
Lantawan town.

Director Victor Deona, CIDG head,
said Rasinti wag nvolved in varigus
I{idnap-far-ransom'activities in recent
years, among them the Golden Harvest
Plantation kidnapping in 2013,

“He is actually facing eight counts
of kidnapping with serious illegal de-
tention after he was identified in those
kidnapping activities in the past,” said
Deona. (With reports from Nonoy E.
Lacson, Made] §. Namit, Leslie Ann
G. Aquino, PNA, and Aaron B, Re-
cuence)
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8 more Abu Sayyaf dead in Basilan

BY VICTOR REYES

'THE military vesterday said eight
more Abu Sayyaf members huve
died in clashes with government
troops in Basilan Saturday and
Sunday, bringing the enemy's
death toll to 13 men.

The military had 18 fatalities
and 33 wounded.

Four of the latest reported
Abu Sayvaf fatalities died after
elite Scout Ranger and Special
Forces soldiers clushed with the
remnants of the group in Ba-

country flew at half staff on
Sunday 1o mourn the death of
the 18 soidiers, mostly from the
44th Infantry Battalion,

The flag will be flown that
way for a week. “This is rec-
ognition of the heroism of our
soldiers,” Padilla said.

Padiila also disclosed that
close-air support from MG-520
helicopters and OV-10 homber
planes for the engaged troops
in last Saturday's fighting was

rangay Baguindan in Tipo-Tipo
town around Y am, yesterday.

The other four dicd Saturday.
They were among the wounded
20 wounded in the Saturday
clash.

The military eartier said Satur-
day’s almost 10-hour gun bartle
left four Abu Sayyaf men and
Moroccan terrorist Mohammad
Khattab dead, and 20 other Abu
Sayyai bandits wounded,

- Maj. Fitemon Tan, spokes-
man of the military’s Western
Mindanao Command. said 2

delayed by bad weather.

He said acrial bombardment
came only on Saturday noon
when the weather cleared.
The fighting broke out around
Qa.m.

Padifla without the aerial
support, military ground
commanders opted to deliver
artillery rounds on the enemy
forces.

“Fhe airassets that were sup-
posed to bombard the targets
could ot deliver becawse the
ceiling {cloud) was too low.

40-minute firefight erupted
Sunday as troops were pursu-
ing the 120-man Abu Sayyaf
group they {irst encountered
last Saturday, The firefight also
resutted tn the wounding of
six Abu Sayyaf men, including

~ Abu Sayvaf leader Furuji Indama

who, Tan said. was “critically
wounded.”

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padills said flags in
militaty camps throughout the

See 8 MORE > Page B6

Weather was bad.” he said.

On lapses that may have been
committed by the soldiers,
Padilla said this is not the time
to blame, adding the military's
focus now is pursuing the Abu
Sayyaf remnants,

“This is a time to focus be-
cause the enemy is just right
there and we need to find
them,” said Padilla. He said
investigation may be pursued
later but “now let us concen:
trate on the tactical nature of
the hunt.”
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By Mario J. Malari

Ongoing government operations
against the Abu Sayyaf Group
(ASG) in Basilan has resulted in
the death of 13 members of the
rebel group as the military
leadership yesterday vowed i will
core out stronger and determined
to run after the Abu Sayyaf group
following the killing of I8 soldiers
in ciashes with the terrorisis in
Basilan last Saturday.

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla,
AFP spokesman, said that the
order of AFP Chief of Staff Gen.
Hernando Iriberri is to sustain the
intensified combat operations

against the ASG band of Tsnilon |

Hapilon and quji Indama in
_Basilan,

As of press time yesterday,

Padilla said that eight more
terrorists have been confirmed
killed — bringing to 13 the total
number of siain Abu Sayyaf bandits
since Saturday. 3

“Thirteen ASG bandits were

reported killed in Sunday’s .

operations in Barangay Baguindan,
{Tipe-Tipo), Basilan,” he said,
quoting reports coming from
Western Mindanae Command
{(WMOC) head Lt. {}en ‘Mayoralgo
Cruz.

Padilla said that while the
entire 125,000-strong AFP is
mourning, the troops are now
more determined to track down
the Abu Sayyaf.

“We are sad losing cur men but
after we mourn their death, we

L —

srmy Core Purpose’

will come out of thls much stronger
and determined. We can only honor
-our heroes by putting value to
their deaths and continuing with
our mission to finish off the
enemies of freedom and peace,”
Padilla said.

“As directed by the chief of
staff, there will be no letupinthe
operations. As the old saying goes,
the more our soldiers bleed, the .
fiercer and braver they go after
the bandits,” he added.

Eighteen troops were killed
while 53 others were wounded
after 10-hour elashes erupted in
the outskirts of Barangay
Baguindan, Tipo Tipo town last
Saturday, -

Elements of the Army's 44th
Infantry Battalion (IB) and 4th

Specza.l Forces Battaimn (SFB)
; engaged the group of Hapilon and

Indama as part of the intensified

combat operation agdinst the
terrorxsts

Among the terronsts kﬂled was |
M{)roccan Mohammad Khattab,

tagged as a bomb-making expert.
Col. Noel Detoyato, AFP-Public

Aff&lI‘S Office chief, said that the
flag rwas placed . at half-mast

yestetday in Camp Aguinalde, the
general headquarters of the AFP,
and dther rajor military camps
natmnmde in honor of the fal!en
18 soldiers. :

Meanwhile, the" Phlllppme

'Natianal Police (PNP) leadership

yesterday expressed sympathiesto
the AFP and the families of the
18 slgin soldiers in Basitan.

. .“The PNP extends our sincér

~condolences to the fami

colleagues and friends of the fall
brothers-in-arms from the Arm
Forces of the Philippines,” s
Chief Supt, Wilben Mayor Pl
spokesmar.

Mayor noted the coinciden
that the I8 froops from the Arm
44th Infantry Battalion (IB) g:
the ultimate sacrifice “rightfu

- 50 on the Day of Valor (April ¢

during 10-hour clashes with A

Sayyaf bandits. 7
“These men represent t

finest in soldiery, men who a

- willing to stand to wateh over ¢

rest of us to have our freedo
They are great men, distinguish
officers and outstanding pub
servants,” said Mayor,
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By julie M. Aurelio

THIRTEEN Abu Sayyaf mem-
bers have been killed in military
operations since Saturday’s
10-hour firefight in Tipo-Tipo,
‘Basilan, the Armed Forces of the
Philippines said yes terday,

In a press briefing in Camp
Aguinaldo, AFP spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said
government troops engaged a
small band of bandits on Sumn-
day in Barangay Baguindan in
the same area where 18 soldjers
were ambushed and killed an
Saturday. -

“We have not stopped in our
operations to pursue the Abu
Sayyal,” Padilla said, * -

Sunday’s gunfight began at
around 9 a.m. and lasred until
midafternoon, with no losses on
the side of the government
troops. An initial eight Abu
Sayyaf members were killed on
Sunday,

On Saturday, troops encoun-
tered 150 members of the Abu

Sayyaf group led by Isnilon Hapi.

lon and Furuji Indama in Tipo-
Tipo, the firefight lasting 10
hours. The gun bartle resulted in
one of the biggest casuaities suf.
fered by government Toops in a
single day in recent years.

The encounter lefr 18 sol-
diers dead and six others criti-
cally wounded, while a Moroc-
Can terrorist identified ag
Mohammad Khattab and Hapi-
Jor’s son Ubaida Hapilon were
killed on the enemy side.

On the enemy side, five were
initially reported dead including
subleader Radzmil Jannatul,
while 20 were wounded. -

Most of those killed .and in-
jured were from the 44th
Infantry Battalion of the Philip-
pine Army;

Burial, financial assistance

The 18 soldiers killed in ac-
tion will be given military hon-
ors when the remains are trans-
ported to their hometowns, and
even during the burial.

Of the.18 soldiers, 13 were

Christians while five were Mus-

Page: %ﬁlg_

Hms. The Abu Sayyaf even at-»
tempted to behead a Christian
and a Muslim soldier but did not
succeed as government troops
managed to recover the bodies.

The AFP is preparing the ben-
efits to be received by those
wounded in battle as well as the
families of those kilied in ac-
tion. The military is also offer.
ing burial assistance to the be-
reaved. -

Padilla said the benefits in-
clude special financial assis.

. tance equivalent to six monthy’

salary, - P50,000 insurance,
scholarships for children and
cash benefits from different
organizations such as P100,000
from the Philippine Army’s

. finance  organization coopera-

tive,

On the other hand, those
wounded will receive assistance
ranging from P50,000 for minor
wounds te P100,000 for major
injuries. '

Padilla noted that some of the
soldiers who suffered minor in-
Juries were raring to be dis-
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charged and go back to the field
to fight the Abi1 Sayyaf, :

“Asoldier once wounded only
grows more brave, They want
to go back to battle. You can ex-
pect that we will intensify our
operations to keep our cominu-
- mities safe,” he said.

Extremely close range

Padilia described Saturday’s
firefight as a “meeting engage-
ment” or fighting in extremely
close range, coupled with im-
provised  explosive  devices
(IED) planted by the enemy.

* Initially, the military opera-
ton was supposed to be carried
out with close air support and

artillery bombardment, bt bad -

weather in the morning - pre-
vented a clear view for aerial
bombardment. : ,

The aircraft hovered in the
area, finally providing the much
needed close air support came
by noon when the weather
cleared, giving a clear view for
the pilots 1o fire,

Used for the air attacks were

-the OV-10 Broneo light attack

aircraft and the MG-520 light

attack helicopters, while Huey
‘helicopters were used to airlift

the wounded and dead.

“The close air support was
able to deliver bombardment
during Saturday afternoon so
the enemy was forced to stay
away,” Padilla said, noting that
the enemy was at times only 10
merers away. .

] . .
Joint Task Group Basilan

Most of the casualties on the
government side were s
tained in the morning due to
the IED explosions, aithough ar-
tilery bombardment wag dou-
bled to make up for the initial
lack of aerial attacks,

Padilla said that all available -

assets were deployed to help
the ground troops fight the ene-
Ty, contrary to claims that the
soldiers fought with little sup-
port.

There were no sightings of
the Abu Sayyaf’s kidnap vic-
tims, which includes three for-

eigners and -a Filipina seized
from Samal Island in Davao last
September. _
. He added that the Joint Task
Group Basilan had been carry-
ing out successful military oper-
ations against the Aby Sayyaf
for the past month and that Sat-
urday was the first majar loss
for the military,

“There .were many ground -

-Iroops maneuvering. It so hap--

pened that the 44tk Infantry
Barralion mer the strongest
force of the Aby Sayvyaf, and
they died of the JEDs planted by
the enemy near their camp,” the

-military official said,

While the military may con-
duet an, investigation on whar
happened"during the military
operation last Saturday, the AFP |
said it is focusing on continuing

the ROI-SEOp operations and nor -

play the blame game for now,
“This is not the time to blame,

this is a time to focug because

the enemy is just right there and

- weneed to find them and get to

them,” Padilla said,
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Soldiers
pushhunt
for Abu rebels

BY JOEL M. SY EGCO
SENIOR REPORTER .

STATE troops have pressed a rnanhunt
for the Abu Sayyal bandits who kiiled
at Jeast 18 soldiers during a fierce clash
in Basilan over the weekend.
President Benigno Aquino 3rd
has ordered the Armed Forces of the
Philippines {AFP} to pursue without
let-up the bandits who also injured
more than 50 soldiers, Palace Com-

munications Secretary Herminio

Coloma Jr. said on Monday.
The order, Coloma added, was
given directly to Defense Secretary

Voltaire Gazmin and AFP chief Gen.

Hernando Iribersi who were sum-
moned to a meeling on Sunday night.

“Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin
and Armed Forces of the Philippines
[AFP] Chief of Staff Gen.' Hernando
Iriberri informed President Aquino
last night on the progress of continu-

ing operations of the AFP against Abu .

Sayyaf and other lawless elements in
Basilan after their retum from Zam-
boanga City yesterday {Sunday|,” he
told reporters,

The official gave no further details
about the meeting except that the
deadly clash was an offshoot of intensi-
fied military operations against the ASG.

o HuntA2

The Manila Tines

Pape: 1)

HUNT FROM A1

oldiers

"Both officials -ihformed the

' President that pursuit opera-

tions are still being conducted

and that the troops are fully -
equipped and adequately sup- -

ported,” Coloma said.
Also killed in the recent encoun~
ter were Moroccan terror suspect

Mohammad Khattab and Ubaida -

Hapilon, son of senior ASG leader
Isnifon Hapilon. . .

‘The Western Mindanao: Com-
mand (WestMinCom) said three
other bandits died on Saturday in
the gunbattle that lasted 10 hours
in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan. One was
identified as rebel commander
Radzmil Janpatul.

Mujiv Hataman, governor of
the Autonomous Region in Mus-
lim Mindanao, also on Monday

consoled with the families of the
slain soldiers. :

“We also pray for the recovery
of the more than 50 soldiers

-who were wounded in the same

encounter. Our thoughts and
prayers:ate with our soldiers
and their families, and in this

“time ‘of mourning we would
like'to express our deepest
< condolences to those who have
lost their loved ones to an act

of .cowardice committed by a
terror group that has brought

--nothing to our shores but death
‘and grief,” he said.

What happened in Basilan,
Hataman said, was a tragedy
that “reminds us that there
are those who among us who
still ‘tread the path of terror,
and those who would stop at
nothing to-breed hatred and
suffering among our people.”

WITH AL JACINTO
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Ni RHODERICK
BENEZ :

NORTH COTABATO -
Apatsai8 sundalong napatay
sa Basilar encounter laban
S8 grupo ng Abu Sayyaf ay
sinasabing pinugutan,

Tikom naman ang bibig ng
pamunuan-ng Western Min-
danao Command kaugnay sa
ulat na apat sa 18 sundalong
napasiang sa madugong en-
kwentro ay pirugitan.

Ayon naman kay saAmy's
regional spokesman na si Maj.
Felimon Tan na batay sa ulat
na naibinigay sa kaniya na ilan
Sa mga sundajong napatay
Ay pinuifan ng ilang parte ng
kanilang katawan,

Hindi naman binanggit ni
Tan kung anong bahagi ng
katawan ng mga sundalo ang
pinutulan.

Wala pa ring official report
ang miiitar kaugnay sa napau-

lat na beheading.

Sa ngayon ay umakyat na
sa 56 sundalo ang nasugatan
at anim ang nasa kritikal nia
kalagayarr.

Nabatid na halos maubog
ang tropa ng 44th infantry
Battalion dahil sita ang urn-
ang humarap sa matinding
bakbakan taban sa 120 Abu
Sayyaf na pinamumunuan
nina Kurrander lsnilon Hapilon
at Furuji Indama.,

Kasama rin sa nakipagsa-
gupasn ay ang tropa ng 4th
Special Forces Battafion at 14
Cavalry troops.

Sinasabing marami rin
mga armas ang hindi pumatok
kaya-mas lalong nadiin ang

mga sundalo sa bakbakan

subalit hadi muna nagko-
mento ang militar sa mga
naglabasang Impormasyon.
Kabilang sa mga sun-
dalong hapatay ay sina Army
it HRemegio Licena, Cpi.

Redel Perolino, Pfc. Doren
Aspurias, Ple. Marjun Duhay-
lungsod, Pic. Marjohn Monte,
Sgt. Jayson Alan, S/Sgt. Ma-
Kin Jarani, Cpl. Rodelio Bang-

cairin, Sgt. Paterno Oquing,

Cpl. Noel Else, Cpl. Dionisio
Labial, Cpl. Rakib Kadi, P,
Kevin Rey Verano, Cpl. Reezvi
Archeelo Gandawali, Sgt. Ak-
mad Usman, Pvt, Dunemark
Gil Saidivar, Cpl. Daruis Bulan
at si Cpl. lbrahim Palao,
Gayunman, walang ina-
asahang funeral honor na
ibibigay ng Armed Forces of
the Philippines sa mga labi ng
18 sundalo na napatay sa bak-
bakan nosng Sahads g Sitio
Bayoko, Barangay Baguindan
saTipo-Tipo, Basilan, =~ - -

Hindi na pinagamit ka.
hapon ang gymnasium na-

handang-handa na sana para
$a panonood ng mga sundaloe
sa faban ni Manny Pacguiao

Pahina.

at Timothy Bradiey dahil dito
ilalagay ang mga fabi parg

-S8 gagawing funeral honor

ngayong araw,

Tinlyak naman ng AFp
na makakatanggap ng mga
kaukutang benebisyc kabi-
lang ang burial benefits ng
nautilang pamilya ng mga
sundalo kabilang dito ang
P.1 milyon at bibigyan naman
ng tig P50,000 pinansyal na
tulong ang mga nasugatan.

Samantala, iumobg na sa
36 ang napatay sa Basitan en-

Couter matapos na malagasan

pang 13 ang bandidong Aby
Bayyat habang 83 naman ang
nasugatan kabitang ang 53

Stindalo sa ikalawang araw
g pagsiklab Ng sagupaan sa
-pagitan ng tropa ng militar at
‘terrorist grupo sa Tipo-Tipo,
Basitan, ayon ga opisyal ka-
- hapon. Dagdag ufat nj Joy

Cantos
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ISABELA CITY, Basilan -
Nagpapatuloy ang pag-ulan ng bala,
kasalit ang maya't mayang pagratrat
ng mga baril sa kagubatan ng

| magkaratig na barangay ng Baguindan

at Silangkum sa Tipo-Tipo, Basilan, na
18 sundalo ang napatay habang 56 na
iba pa ang nasugatan mitong Sabado,
sa engkuwentro sa Abu Sayyaf Group
(A5G), na pinamumunuan nina Isnilon
Hapilon at Furigi indama.

Sinabi ng'dating atkaldeng Tipo-Tipo
at kandidato ngayon para gobernador
ng Bastlan na si Joel Maturan na
nagdadagdag ang militar ng mga sundalo
sa lugar ng labanan simula nitong Linggo
ng hapon, dahil sa pagpapatuloy ng
tabanari ga Tipo-Tipo, | o
' ‘Aniya, nakasuporta ‘ang’ mga
helicopter gunship ng militar sa mga
sundalong nakikipaglaban sa mga
miyembro ng Abu Sayyaf na pumatay sa
18 tauhan ng Philippine Army at pumugot
52 apatsa mga ito nitong Sabado.

Sinabi ni Maturan na nagkalat ang
mga sundalo sa mga pangunahing
lansangar: patungo sa lugar ng labanan, at
magkakalapit din ang military checkpoing
papasck sa Baguindan at Silangkum
upang mapigilang masaklolohan ang
mga bandidong naipit sa kagubatan.

“Whatis good in here, the members

!

of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) who lives near the conflict site
has evacuated to a more safer site and
did not dip their finger into the conflict,”
ani Matdran, :
Daan-daang residente malapit sa
lugar ng labanan ang nagsilikas na upang
maiwasang maipit sa engkuwentro.
“The military must not stop their
Operations against the ASG to prevent

the group from regrouping and gain
strength again,” sabi pa ni Maturan.
“If the ASG will not run out of bullets,
they will run out of food and this
can make them weak in fighting the
soldiers,” _

Kasabay nito, sinabi ni Maturan
na naniniwala siyang hindi kasama
ng mga nakikipagbakbakang bandido
ang mga bitag nito.
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11111

king casualty sa puwersa
g gobyerno, tuloy pa on
g OPErasyon ng milizgr

faban sa mpa Abu Sayyaf

of the Philippines (AFP)
chief of stalf Gen. Her
nanlo Inibert kay o
fong Benigno Aquing Hi

famg, SE-
la kamakabaws Re gahi 53
commmander s chiet.
Tinivak paman ng
alawa na ang mga
sundalong umomtngis sa
mga miyenbre ng Abu
Sayyafaykargaduﬂgbam
at ricagambr{fn at Ay mga
frakazntabay na Suporta
Ang dalawa ay pii--
fong ni Pangulong Aqu
ne sitong Linggoe ng gabi
malEpos mamsay sa si-
gupaan sa Abu Sayyaf am,
£8 sundalo sa Basiianﬂdi%
¢ toay pinugan pa Be wie,

Sa kabila ng mals.

Sa kanilang report sa
Pangudo, isinzoawa ang
operasyon upang mahul
ang high-value terror sus-
pects sz Basilag, .
“Defense Secretary
Voltaire Gazmin and AFP
Chief of Staff Gen, Her
wanda hriberri informed
President Aquine last
might on the progress of
coRtinwIRg operations
of the AFP against Aby
Sayyaf and other bawless
elements i Basifan afier

- thewr seteam from Zam-

boanga City yesterday,”
paglalabad ni Presidential
Commanications Ope-
rations Office (PCOQ)
Sec. Herminio Coloma Jr

“Both offictals in-
formed the President that,
12 accordarce with his ins-
truciions, purseit opera-

bons are still being con- |

Sucted anc that the

are fully equipped and ade-
guately supported,” ani
Coloma. (Rayet Jadulee)

AFP nagluksa; Flag
ceremony maemaosyonal

Naging emosyonal
ang idinaos pa fag raising
ceremony . kahapon ng
ureragea sa Camp Aguinal-
do-kasabay ng pagbtbigay
ng panalansin ng mga -
formed at momamiformed
personnel ng AFF pora sa
18 sundalo na nasawi.

Samantala, hin-
di nz pasumod ang pla-
no sanang funeral hos-
orf na hibigay og AFP sz
Western Mindanao Com-
mand sa mga fabi ng mga
sundalong nasawi dahil sz
ipinalabas na kautusan ne
isang defense official na
agad ipauwi sa kanilang
mga pamilyz ang fabi ng

mga sundale. Mariin ding
itinangey ni AFP Public

Affafrs Office Chief Cal.
Noel Detoyato, na ilabgs
I PR PATEGAIATE & Pag.

kaktlantan ng flan pang

‘g masawi dabil hindi pa
Iahat paifopormahan ang
g veatifame kaanak. ~
~o PBe oms pa maim-

pormabhan o2 ang lahat

Bg mga kasnak, maaarit

nang isapubliko ang Izhat {

"#g pangalan og mga na—:

Sea af Basugatan sa bak- |
bakan, ™ wikani Detoyato.
Kasabay nito, inila-
£3y w2 e sa halfmact s
ang watawat sa barap ng !
gosal: Bz national head.
Quarters ng AFP, at mag-:
ing sa iba pang tangeapan q
bifang pagteluksa na rie. |
~Matatapdaan,
‘sumniikiab ‘apg bakbakan (
Eamakalawa Jmg . saan
nasawi ang 18 sundalo{
at 56 ang miulst na na-g
sugatan g tumagal ng 10 ¢
oras. (Betchai Julian) |
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Zambo siege awardee
named special ops chief

BY VICTOR REYES

AN Army gencral who played a
key role in quedling the Zamboan-
gasiege by Moro National Libera-
tion Eront fighters in Sepiember
2013 had been designaed as the
new commander of the Army's
Special Operations Command.
Brig. Gen. Danilo Gines
pamonag took over as the
chief of the elite unit yesterday

in rites presided by Atmy chief
LL. Gen. Eduardo Ano at the
SOCOM headguarters in Fort
Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija.
Pamonag will remain as the
concurrent commmander of the
{IS-trained Light Reaction Regi-
ment, pending the appointment
of a replacement at the LRR,
saidt Armty spokesman Col. Ben-

See ZAMBO > Page B6

jamin fHao.

Pamonag was the command-
er of the military’s Joint Special
Operations Group that led the

“operations against hundreds of
MNLF that seized Zamboanga
City and held about 160 hos-
tages as part of MNLF's cause
for independence,

Pamonag had been con-
ferred by President Aquino
with the Distinguished Con-
duct Star, the second highest
military decoration in combat
behind the Medal for Valor, {or

Lix feat doring the Zanhoanga
slege. ‘

The operations resuited in
the death of at jeast 200 MNLF
fighters and rescue of around
195 civitians held captive by the
group. Dozens of soldiers and
civilians also died in the 20-day
campaign.

Pamonag is 1 member of
the Philippine Military Acad-
emy class of 1985 and was
the first Filiptno awardee of
the US Special Operations
Command medal.

Last year, he was sclected
by the Metrobank Foundation

as among the Ten Cutstanding,
Phifippine Soldiers in recogni
tion of feat during the Zambo-
anga siege.

“We expect Brig. Gen.
Pamonag to increase the train-
ing readiness of the SOCOM.
He plans to build.a world-class
counter-terrorist training facil-
ity,” said Hao.

Asked about the gualitics of
Pamonag that prompted his
designation as SOCOM com-
mander, Hao said: “Ang sabi ni
CGPA (Commanding General,
Philippine Army) i5 kanyang
katapangan at pang-unawa,”
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‘A tragedy': ARMM guv mourns death of 18 soldiers in Abu Sayyaf clash

By John Unson

COTABATO CITY - The executive department of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) is
mourning the deaths of the 18 soldiers killed in the 10-hour encounter last Saturday in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan.

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman, chairman of the regional peace and order council, said eight of the slain
combatants of the Army’s 44th Infantry Battalion {4th 1B) were residents of the ARMM.

“We mourn their deaths and pray for the recovery of the soldiers who sustained gunshot wounds and blast
injuries during the encounter,” said Hataman, who hails from Sumisip town in the same province.

The hostilities in Barangay Baguindan, an isolated area in the municipality of Tipo-Tipo in Basilan, involved

heavily-armed Abu Sayyaf bandits led by Isnilon Hapilon and 44th IB personnel running after them following
last month’s takeover by soldiers of their lair in a nearby town.

The soldiers were trying to break through a coconut farm west of Barangay Baguindan when the bandits,

positioned at hills nearby, attacked from different directions with AK-47 Kalashnikovs and M14 and M-16
assatlt rifles.

Atleast 18 soldiers were killed in the firefight which resulted in the deaths of nine Abu Sayyaf gunmen, two of
them believed to be Moroccans wearing shirts with an insignia of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)

“What happened is a tragedy that once again reminds us that there are those among us who still tread the path
of terror and stop at nothing to breed hatred and sufferings among our people,” Mataman said.

Saturday's military offensive against the Abu Sayyaf in Tipo-Tipo that went haywire was meant to flush the
group out of their last bastion, Barangay Banguindan.

The Abu Sayyaf in Basilan was behind the spate of recent roadside bombings and deadly attacks on soldiers
guarding infrastructure projects in the island province, a component area of ARMM.
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Abu Sayyaf death toll rises to 13 as military pursues 'no let-up' operations
By Roel Parefo .

A wounded soldier talks with Gen - Herrando Iriberr Trefense Secretary Voltairg
Eduarda Afio at a military hospital in Zamboanga Ciy. Roel ParefiofFile photo’

(azmin.-and Army chief Lt Gen,

ZAMBOANGA CITY - The death toll on the side of the Abu Sayyaf increased to 13 as the military vowed a ‘no let-up’
operation in Basilan against the group.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) spokesman, said troaps from the 4th Special

Forces Battation and 3rd Scout Ranger Battalion encountered the fleeing Abu Sayyaf faction under Radullan Sahiron
and Furuji Indama,

According to the military, there's no increase in the number of casualties on the government side following the latest
encounter Sunday morning against members of the terror group in Tipo-Tipo town.

He said the encounter occurred around 8 a.m. ouside the village of Baguindan, the same area as the 10-hour

bloody encounter last Saturday that left 18 soldiers kiled and 56 others wounded. At least five Abu Sayyaf members
were killed while 20 others were wounded that same day.
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Abu Sayyaf leader among wounded

Meanwhile, Surday's encounter led to the death of four while mare than six got wounded among the Abu Sayyaf,

Tan said. The number rose on Monday, when four of the 20 wounded Abu Sayyal members in Saturday’s encounter
died, bringing the total o 13.

“We are on pursuit operation and our troops engaged again. We have to confirm the reports on the ground that 4
other Abu Sayyaf members were killed,” Tan said.

Amaong those wounded in the Sunday encounter was Abu Sayyaf leader Indama, who was critically hit by the
military attack.

The military official also clarified that the name of Hapilon son who was killed last Saturday was Amah and not
Ubaida as eariier reported.

He added that Ubaida Jannatul is a relative of Abu Sayyaf leader Radzmil Jannatul.

Tan said Westmincom chief Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo dela Cruz visited the troops on the ground in Basitan to ensure the
continuous operation.

“The operation is continuous and there is no letup in going after the Abu Sayyaf group,” Tan said.

He said they already have deployed a big number of forces to ensure the “no tet-up operation” against the group of
Hapilon and Indama.

Bomb training preempted

Meanwhile, the military said the neutralization of Moraccan terrorist Mohammad Khattab aiso preempted the
possibility of bombing attacks and the transfer of bombing techniques to the Abu Sayyaf.

Khattab, a bomb expert and jihadist, was killed during the Saturday encounter. He was one of the two foreign
militants being hunted down in Basiian. His other companion Malaysian bomb expert Mohammad Najib Hussein alias
Abu Anas was killed during a week-long offensive last December 5 in Al-Barka town.

“We preempted {the] possibility of [a] bombing attack because we neutralize Mohammad Khattab, He could ne
longer pass on his {erroristic trade craft,” Tan said,

Tan said they cannot say whether Khattaf and Hapilon, both espousing the Islamic State of Irag and Syria {ISIS)
are acknowiedged members of the international terrorist group 1SIS.

¥

“Many people are riding on the hype of 1SIS worldwide. This does not necessarily mean that if these psopte [are]
trying to project 1515, the 1SS will acknowledge them,” Tan added when asked if Khattab belonged to the 1SIS group.
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ASG leader in critical condition; intensified ops in Basilan—-AEP

By: Frances Mangosing

Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf group (ASG) leader Furuji Indama is in critical condition following an

encounter with Army soldiers that also led to the death of 18 government forces and at least 50
wounded, the military said.

Major Filemon Tan, spokesperson of the Western Mindanao Command, said on Monday that
based on intel reports, Indama was critically wounded and eight more Abu Sayyaf members were

kitled after the Saturday fighting that left five militants dead, which included foreign terrorist
Mohammad Khattab.

indama has a multi-million bounty on his head and has been blamed for cases of murder and
kidnapping.

Of the 20 wounded Abu Sayyaf members on Saturday, four died and another four were killed on
Sunday’s intensified operations.

After the daylong gunbattle on Saturday that left the government with heavy casualties, Tan said
the Armed Forces of the Philippines on Sunday has deployed six battalions, doubling its brigade-
size force to go after Indama and Isnilon Hapilon, one of the Abu Sayyaf's senior leaders.

Hapilon's son, Amah, was also wounded (not Ubaida as earlier reported) from Saturday’s
gunbattle.

Saturday’s fighting in Brgy. Baguindan in Tipo-Tipo was the biggest combat loss for the
government in a single day this year. AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia said the

operations were long planned and was part of their continuing efforts to go after the Abu Sayyaf
in Basilan.

‘It just happened that the 44th Infantry Batfalion encountered the Abuy Sayyaf in an area where
they are strongest,” he told reporters at Camp Aguinaido.

Padilla explained that it was a “very close encounter” and some of the troops fought with the
enemy at the distance of 10 meters.

Aerial bombardment was also delayed by a few hours because of poor weather conditions.
Instead, the military used its alternate plan and doubled its artillery strikes, Padilla said.

"It was supposed to be both [aerial bombardment and artillery] if the opportunity and !
circumstances allowed. But since there was intervening factor of the weather the helicopters |
were not able to enter so we doubled our artiliery preparatory fires,” he said.

Padilla denied reports that the troops on the ground lacked support, "All the eguipment and
assets they needed were at their disposal.”
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Air support for the fighting that started at 8a.m. came by midday which prevented the Abu Sayyaf
from closing in.

“When the weather cleared, the OV-10s came in and they launched fires the whole afternoon on
Saturday and the enemies were not able to come closer,” Padilla said. JE

www.bomboradyo.com

"Walang air support dahil foggy ang panahon' - AFP

By Analy Soberano

Nagpaliwanag ang pamunuan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) kaugnay sa report na
hindi kaagad nakapagpadaia ng closed air support ang Philippine Air Force (PAF) sa mga
napapalabang tropa ng Philippine Army sa Tipo-Tipo, Basilan.

Ayon kay AFP spokesperson BGen. Restituto Padilla, dahil sa sama ng panahon kung kaya't
hindi kaagad nakapag-deploy ng air assets ang Philippine Air Force (PAF).

Sinabi ni Padilla na masyadong mahamog o foggy noong Sabado ng umaga kung kaya't hindi
nakikita ng mga piloto ang target area sa ground na siyang naging hadlang para hindi
makapasok sa lugar ang mga eroplano ng military.

Pahayag ni Padilia, magiging delikado para sa ibang fropa ng gobyerno kung magpapakawala ng
bomba ang mga bomber planes ng PAF nang walang malinaw na vision.

Dahil dito nagpasya ang ground commander na gumamit ng artillery bombardment sa nasabing
operasyon.

Naniniwala si Padilia na magiging mas malakas sana ang pag-atake ng mga tropa kung kapwa
mayroong artiliery bombardment at closed air support.

lginiit ni Padilla na nakahanda ang lahat na puwersa ng military maging ang kanilang mga assets
subalit hindi ito ipinahintulot dahil sa sama ng panahon.

Aminado ang heneral na malakas ang puwersa ng mga bandidong Abu Sayyaf na nakasagupa
ng militar.

Aniya, tanghali na nang naituloy ang pagbibigay ng close air support na siyang nagpataboy sa
mga kalaban,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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AFP: Bad weather hampered air support in Basilan clash
By: Jaime Sinapit

MANILA - The Philippine Air Force (PAF) was not able to dispatch timely close air support for the ground trocps
engaged in a firefight Saturday last week against more than 120 armed fighters of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan because of bad weather, Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla, spokesman of the Amed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP), said Monday.

The govemment forces lost 18 lives in the encounter,

All the fatalities were members of the Army's 44th Infantry Battalion. The first salvo of battle broke out on
Saturday.

Also killed were at least five ASG gunmen, includin

g the son of sub-leader Isnilon Hapilon identified as Ubaida,
and Moroccan terrorist Mohammad Khattab,

Padilla reported that there have been 13 additional ASG fatalities from continuing pursuit operations Sunday
firefight as government troopers pressed on against the fleeing handits.

Padilla explained that, in any big milifary operation, the PAF Tactical Operations Group (TOQG) is always part of
the mission, tasked to provide close air support for the ground boots.

It so happened that the attack helicopters and bomber aircraft, such as the OV-10, were grounded by bad
weather, and so the ground commanders had to rely on their artiltery bombardment targeting enemy positions.

Padilla doused off public criticisms that casualties could have been avoided if the AFP had enough equipment
and air assets to use during the critical moments of the batfle

www.interaksyon.com

BASILAN CLASH | 13 more ASG fall as battie at Tipo-Tipo raged at the weekend
By: Jaime Sinapit

MANILA - Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesman Brig. General Restituto Padilla said Monday at

least 13 more gunmen of the Abu Sayyaf Group perished as the military pressed more offensives against the
fleeing bandits Sunday in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan.

"Western Mindanao Command chief Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo de la Cruz confirmed the count of 13 dead on the side

of the Abu Sayyaf in the wake of continued operations by the military," Padilla told reporters during a press
briefing.

The firefight was the result of hot pursuit operations by the military against the fleeing group headed by ASG
sub-leaders Isnilon Hapiton Radzmil Jannatu! alias Kubayb.

On Saturday last week, at least 18 soldiers and 5 bandits were killed, along with up to 80 other combatants
reportedly wounded when the bandits staged an ambush that sparked the 10-hour firefight.

A Morocecan terrorist identified as Mohammad Khattab, and Hapilon's son Ubaida, were said to be among the
fatalities on the ASG side.
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Jannatul was among the reported wounded.

With the 13 additional ASG casualties, Padilla said the stain bandits have climbed to 18, so far.

But he added that authorities are still waiting for confirmation through a final report from the ground about the
new number of slain bandits.
"We expect additional fatalities on their side in the next few

serfously wounded and being carried or dragged by their co
Padilla said.

hours or coming days because many of them were
mrades as our troops relentiessly pursuing them”

Padilla said Armed Forces of the Phitippines (AFP) Chief of Staff Gen. Hernando friberri ordered the insertion

of more troops in Tipo-Tipo to encircle and constrict the area where the Hapilon and Jannatul's group was
hiding and fighting for their lives.

The AFP said the offensive has "no tme frame.”

Gen. Hemnando Deffin Carmelo Iriberri, AFP chief-of-staff, during his visit Sunday to the soldiers wounded in the
10-hour fire fight, said the government forces are not giving any time frame, and the military operations will
continue without fet up "as we seek the withdrawing bandits and hold them accountable for their crimes "

"We are dictated by our mission, not by time," Iriberri underscored.

Iriberri visited the troops in Zamboanga together with National Defense Sec. Voliaire

Gazmin and other top
military officials. (With a report from Philippine News Agency)
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The Alanila Times

Authorities clueless on

BU&URN Maguindanao: Authori-
ties here on Monday remain
clueless as to the motives and
the suspects behind the bomb-
ing attempts that could have
threatened thousands of people
celebrating the town's 80th
founding anniversary.

But officials belied insinud.
tions that the bombing attempt
has something to do with politics
as election day nears.

Approximately 10,000 peo-
ple were commemorating the
foundation day of Buluan on
Saturday with Davao City
mayor and presidential candi-
date Rodrigo Duterte when two
improvised explosive device
{1EDs) were uncovered.

- -Philippine Army bomb experts
recovered the 1EDs planted along
roadside fences in Barangay
Poblacion at about 8:30 p.m.,
kilometers away from the crowd,

The IEDs were rigged with two
plastic bottle containers filled with
2 kilos of black powders, blasting
caps, detonating cords, triple AAA
batteries, concrete nails, bolts,
nuts, wireless remote control and
other explosive components.

Buluan Municipal Police Chief

Buluan bombing try

Senior Insp. Gani Miro sa:cl they
are closely looking into the inci-
dent to identify the culprits.
Meanwhile, Buluan Vice Mayor
King Jhazzer Mangudadatu belied
reports that the attempts were
related, to.politics in Maguin-

danao, Whlch was recently cited

as amoné areas of concern by
the Philippine National Police
{PNP) and the Commission on
Elections (Comelec). .

Mangudadatu, eldest son
of Maguindanao Gov, Esmael
“Toto" Mangudadatu, did not
mention possible culprits hut
hinted that they usually target
camps of government forces,

“1t was not a politically moti-
vated attacl as-the'bombs-were
planted near the police station,
away from the crowd,” he said.

The known threat group oper-
ating in the province are mem-
bers of the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) who |
have a record of harassing mili-
tary and police detachments.

It is also feared ihat the rebel
group, which has pledged alle
giance to the lslamic State (IS),
will stage disturbances during the
election, MOH SAADUDDIN
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. .NPArebels burn 5 trucks -

. BUTUAN CITY - Suspected New People’s Army (NPA) = .
rebels burned five trucks used in hauling logs in Esperanza, :
Agusan del Sur before midnight on Friday. R

. Col-Alexander Macario, 401st Infantry Battalion (IB) - S

- commander, said businessmen Wilbert Gonzales, Dann: _
-Gravino and Ricky Villarente of Prosperidad town owned the
trucks. ' : : ' Sl
The burning of the trucks was reportedly due to the refusal
of the businessmen to pay the full amount of the so-called
“revolutionary tax” of the NPA. .
Capt. Jasper Gacayan, 401st IB spokesman, said pursuit
operations tor the rebels have been launched. .

— Ben Serrano
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Pahina.

Sky diver sugatan sa Palarong Pambansa

LEGAZPICITY, Albay -
Sugatan ang isang sarhento
ng Phil. Army na miyembro
ng Sky Diving team mata-
pos itong mag-parachute
bago bums#gsak sa maling
fugar sa grand opening
ng Palarong Pambansa
Kahapon.sa Legazpi City,
Albay. :

Nagtamo ng bali sa ka-
iwang kamay at sugat sa
ifang bahagi ng katawan saka
isinuged sa Bicol Regional
Training and Teaching Hos-
pital ang biktimang si Staft
Seargent Alfred Lucas ng
9th Division ng Phil. Army na
nakabase sa bayan ng Pili,
Camarines Sur.

Naitalg ang insjdents

‘- Bandang:alas-4:ng hapon

noong Linggo sa Provincial

Napoleon Sevilla hg Phil

Sports Complex sa ioob ng  Army Special Operational
Bicot University Compound  Command. Jorge Hallare

University.

Nabatid na si Lucas ay
isa sa apat na sky diver na
tumalon mula sa chopper at
nag-parachute subalit hindi
nakuha nitong lumapag sa
oval ng sports complex.

Bumagsak ito sa konkre-
tong outer edge ng swim-
ming pool kaya nabali ang
kanyang kamay at diretso rin
itong nahulog sa tubig kung
saan muntik pang malunod
kung hindi naagapan ng
rescue team.

"Malakas na ihip nang
hangin ang sanhi kaya hindi
nakalapag si Lucas sa track

“ovad” pahayag nhi' S/ 8gh
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Kin of ASG leader nabbed in Basilan

BY VICTOR REYES

A MEMBER of the Abu Sayyaf
group was arrested by operatives
of the PNP-Criminal Investiga-
tion and Detection Group in Lan-
tawan town in Basilan on Priday,
police reported yesterday.

Arrested Bantong Basint is a
nephew of Abu Sayyaf leader 1s-
nailon Hapilon, according 1o Sen-
sor Supt. John Guyguyon, head of
the CIDG-Auronomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao.

Basinti was nabbed at around

2:35 pam. tast Triday in Barangay
Bulansa, Lantawan town. He had
an arrest warrant for eight counts
of kidnapping and serious illegal
detension.

Basinti was among the Abu
Sayyaf men involved in the June
11 kidnapping of workers of the
Gaolden  Harvest Plantation i
Lantawan towa. Eight of the vie-
tims were killed by the group.

CIDG uvperatives Jaunched the
operation after receiving a tip
about the presence of Basint in
the barangay. Guyguyon said the

raid was conducted in coordina-
tdon with the military.

The CIDG also announced the
arrest of three suspected members
of a private armed group in Cota-
bato City, also last Friday. :

The three were identified as Is-
mael Kamsa, Kle Tambara, and
Jomer Anggar, who yielded a baby
Armalite 1ifle, two cal. 45 pistols,
magazines and several rounds of
AMMUNIEION.

They were arrested ataround 736
p-m. Friday at Al-nor mall along
Sinsuat Ave. in Cotabato Crry.
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Another
ASG man

in kidnap
falls

- THE PP Griminal Investigation and
Detection Group (CIDG) on Monday said
another member of the Al-Qaeda linked
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG} involved in the
kidnapping of plantatien wmkers
2007 was arrested. ST

ASG member Bantong Basmti who
is under the group of ASG commander
Isnilon Hapilon, his uncle, was
nabbed by CIDG operatives in Western
Mindanao, supported by elements
of the Philippine Ait Force (PAF) and
Basilar Provinciat Public Safety Com-
pany (PPSC) based on a warrant of -
arrest for eight counts of kldnappmg
and serious illegal detention.

Basinti was nabibed early on Friday in Ba-

-1angay Bulansa in Lantawan town, Basilan,

- Basintiand Hapilon's Group were involved
inthe kidnapping of more than a dozen

- workers of Golden Harvest Plantation in a
remote viltage in Lantawan on June 11, 2001,
Early fast week, an ASG member identi-
- fied as Munib Bararuddi who is wanted
: for eight counts of kidnapping and serigus
7 illegal detention was also arrested in
- Zamboanga City.
: Jolnt uperatives of (16 Zamboanga
+ and the intefligence unit of the 3td Air Wing
. Division, 530th Air Base Wing {ABW} of the
. Philippine Air Force {PAF) captured Baranuddi
- along the shoreline of Lampinigan istand in
: Barangay Dita.
© Inanother operation, three men befieved
- tobepotential members of a private armed
. groupwere arvested on Friday eveningin the
. villageof Kalanganan in Cotabate Giy,
Sefzed from the three ~ lsmael Kamsa, Kle

e Tambara and Jomer Anggar - werea baby = o
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF; . At twoaliber.45 ol magaznes llcom — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 52855295

" and several rounds of ammunition. They wil
. befading charges for violation ofR.A. 10591 .
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Navy rescues 2 Turkish
sailors off Zamboanga

BY AL JACINTO
SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

37 AMBOANGA CITY: The Philippine
Navy rescued two Turkish sailors
after their boat drifted near
Zamboanga City in Mindanao, officials
said on Monday.

bran, 60, and Burcu Botanogly, 54,
were safely rescued and brought to

Lieutenant Jose Covarrubias,
naval spokesman, said Ahimed Ta-

anaval station in Zamboanga City.
Covarrubias said they received
a distress call from the sailboat
Stormbird after its engine broke
down.off Sibago Island in Basilan
province over the weekend. He said
the boat drifted further towards
Zamboanga, where patrol boats
towed it to the naval base here.
The boat, whose last poit call
was in Salam Island in Davao del
Norte province, was heading to

Kudat in Malaysia when its ¢
gine broke down while traversi
the province of Basilan, whe
security forces are currently b
tling Abu Sayyaf rebels.

Meanwhile, Mayor Beng €
maco commended the Navy |
the rescue of Turkish sailors.

Tabran and Botanoglu al
thanked the Philippine na
officers for quickly respond
to their distress call.
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Sailors rescued. Turkish sailors Ahmed Tabran and Burcu Botanogiu are presented to media by Philippine Navy officials

after they ware saved in waters off Zamhoanga Chy. NAVY PHOTO
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Scarborough Shoa
next strategic military base?

By RENE P ACOSTA | W& @ReneAcostaBM

FTER setting up a combination of
naval and air bases on reefs that
£ B it has reclaimed near Palawan in
the West Philippine Sea (South China
Sea), China is extending deeper into Lu-
zon by training its sights on Scarborough
Shoal as the next base for its warships
-and fourth generation of fighter aircraft.

-

joint military exercise, involving thousands of S and Philip
current South China Sea tensions, ata military hase in Quex
Sea are rising, pitting China against smalter and weaker ne

IN this April4 file photo, Lt. Gen. John Toolan (center},

commander of the United States Marine -
forces in the Pacific, speaks with Vice Adm. Alexander Lopez {right) at the start of their annual

pine military personnef, amid the
on Gity. Tensions in the South China
ighbors who all lay claim to string of

isles, coral reefs and lagoons, rich in fish and potential gas and off reserves, 4

Page. M

Although it has already been
exercising de-facto control over

theshoal, after seizingitfromthe -

Philippines in 2012, following a
naval standoff, Beijing wants to
develop Scarborough Shoal into
a-military baée, one that would
complete its domination of the
region and far beyond.
Therearethreereasons Chinese
military planners wanted full con-
trol of the shoal and turn it inte a2
- military fortress,
One, it would provide China a
full and unimpeded access to Lu-
_z'oﬁ",'.including its northernmost
area; .or in the military parlance,
twould put the country’s biggest
islatid withina striking distance of
. Chiniese warships.and fighter jets;

. Second, the rich witers of the ;.
“shoal;whichhasbeen 4 traditional”

fishing ground for Filipino fisher-
“men for a number of generations,

could help pinch in for Beijing’s -

hunger and growing need of ma-
rine products; and
. Third, were the words of Su-
- preme’ Court ‘Senior Associate
Justice Antonio Carpio who gaid it
-would aliow China to have easier
Jand unguardedaccesstothe Pacific
Ocean through the Bashi Channel,
-allowing it to attack the mainland
© United States, particularly Hawaii,
- in the event of a war.
' ‘TheBashi Channel, off Batanes,
~part of the Luzen Straight in the
Pacific Ocean, is awaterway in be-
tween the Philippines and Taiwan,
. Carpiosaidhe would not be sur-
Prised if Beijing would soon start
“developing Scarborough Shoal and
_turnitintoabaseforits vesselsand
-aircraft, just as what it did with
the Subi, Piery Cross and Mischief
Reefs in the South China Sea.
- Subi Reef, which was seized
by China from the Philippines
in 1988 and located just 12 nay-
tical miles from Pagasa Island,
has been reclaimed and turned
intoamilitarybase. On the other
hand, Fiery Cross was developed
inte a 274-hectare air base with
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Carpio’stheoryseemstobe sup-
portedby statements of USmilitary
officials who claimed two weeks
earlier that Chinese survey ships

wereundertaking surveyactivities
within and around Scarborough’s -

lagoon. :

The US officials aleo said t‘héy' »
have noticed the unusual presence.
of more Chinese ships in the area; ;-

observations thatthe Armed Fore-

eswould neither confirmnor deny,

having gotten used to the regular

patrols or stationery presence of -

Chinese ships in the area.
Scarborough Shoal and its la-
goon measures 58 square miles or
about 15,000 hectares and it is Jo-
cated just 124 nautical miles from
Zambales, ‘
Carpio, who recentiy delivered
a lecture about the country’s ter-
ritorial dispute with China at the
ArmedForces GeneralHeadquarter

AinCamp Emilic Aguinaldo, Quezon

City, said the shoal is rich in fish
and other marine resources and
is 2 “high-tide elevation with the
biggest rock protruding 12 meters
above water at high tide.”

He said once the shoal turns
into a Chinese military base teem-
ing with People’s Liberation Army
Navy ships and Air Force planes,
then it could support activities or
could serve as a launching pad for
Bejjing's military operationsinthe
Pacific Ocean. )

The biggest part of such opera-

tions were to attack the USby cross-

ing the Bashi Channel -

Domestically, however, it will '
atford China to take full controlof -

Luzon with relative ease in case of
awar. . LT
A senior military official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivityof the1s-
sue, agreed with the observations
of Carpio, saying the shoalremains

the avid “object’ of conquest” by -
. Beijingduetoitsstrategiclocation, o
one that fully supports China's

domination of the region.

i
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‘He said that, while China al-

ready controls the shoal up to the
*.point that it has negated a similar

. maritime patrol by the Philippine
' ‘government, Chinese generals
were drooling for the time that
- they could start the reclamation
“-gr the construction.
. -:"If this will happen, it is inter-
- esting to know what the pational
. government will do, its response.

Of course, on the part of the mili-
tary, we will not easily give away
the shoal, but it depends on the

decision or course of action of the
. -national leadership,” he said.

JOOha\f

A Sizeof Scarborough
3 ' -7 Shoal andits lagoon, .
B locatedjust 124
nautical miles from Zambales

“ The -military official, however,
.admitted that the Philippines and
" no one, noteven the US, could stop
.-Chinaonceitstartsitsreclamation .
orits development of the Scarbor--
- -ough Shoal. The only question is, -
* when will it happen? o
+He noted that when Beijing be-
“gan its reclamations in the South
: ChinaSea,both the USand the Phil-

ppines took nowtronger actions,
ther than comforting themselves
vith sharp thetorics against such
ctivities,

Filipinos that the maritime issue

- -wouldsoonend, given that the Per-
'iﬂ:"'manent Court of Arbitration will
“decide on the case, which Filipino

" officials said should be in favor of

. - the country. -

“... On the other hand, the s,
. which was supposed to be the most
-~ powerfulmilitary in the world and

the self-appointed world’s mari-
time police just repetitively issued
condemnations, despite its stance
that what China has occupied and

tivitie; h later unearthed
- bases and military airfields.” .-

- Manilamerelyfiled astaccatoof
diplomiaticprotests, while assuring

tionand overflights were supposed
- 0 be guaranteed.

" "Ttdidnothing, other than mon-
itoring, watching these construc-
tions;” the military official said of

theUS, adding “it will be the same

case'once China_undertakes activ-
ity in the Scarborough Shoal”

~ - Literally, and. for.the slighter -
~ purpose, this will take place once ‘
- American troops and their equip-

ment will temporarily station at
Fort Magsaysayin Nueva Ecija, one
of the military bases that will host
US forces and their assets under
the Enhanced Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement.

““For us, we may not expect ato-
talgame changer with Chinain the
event that the UN court will decide
inourfavor, diplomatically, maybe.
But for the sake of security, it will
not. China had refused te partici-
pateintheproceedingsand sowhat
will you expect? Tt follows that it

- willnot abide by the decision,” the

military official said. .
... ittakesaharderaction, amore

' decisive one to deal with China on

"headded.

he ‘govern-
one, not éven
y.policyifor the
asobserved by

former militaryintelligence chief

Maj 6

Geni#Francisco Cruzbefore he

. retived in 2012,

“The NationalSecurity Council
{NSCl has not drafted a national
security strategy that shoyld.di-
rectly address the KIG [Kalspaan
Island Group]issue. Thisisreflecs
tive of the poor sense of urgency
on the part of policy-makers. In -
July 1999, four years after the

discovery of Chinese strictures
*.on Mischief Reef, the task of for-

mulating the strategy was' del-
egated to the Cabinet Committee

" on Maritime and Ocean Afi’airs,
" “chaired by the sectetary of For-

eign Affairs;"Cruz said. s

! iL.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local; 5285, 5295
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ritory, were part of international _
Ari waterswhereinternationalnaviga- :ople. Securing the land.
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“Today the government is still

“bereft of a coordinated strategy

pre—

that would employ.the country’s
eiements of national power'to as-
sert sovereignty and protect its
interests in the West Philippine
Sea,” he added. R N

In December last year the
Armed Forces Western Command
chief Vice Adm. Alexander Lopez
said the national security policy
in territory being.contested. by
Chinais torestrain civilians from
sauntering there because itwould
antagonize Beijing.

The strategicimportance of the
Scarborough Shoal, apart frombe-
ingconsidered amaritimeterritory
of the country, wasunderscored by

the decision of the Navyleadership

over the weekend te reactivate

the Naval Forces Northern Luzon
(NENL} after having been merged

with the Naval Forces West (NFW) .

based in Palawan. e
“The reconstitution of NENL
and NFW signified the reyersion
of Navy to its previous organiza-
tional setup prior the éstablish-

ment of Naval Forces Northwest .

INFNW] in May.last year.as a.
result of the merger of the two
aforesaid naval forces,” the Navy
said throughits Spokesman LCdr.
Marineth Domingo. -
“Said reconstitution followed
after the higher headquarters ap-
proved thenullification of NENW,
which was then established in
the rationale of employing Naval
Forces in the proactive control of
our seas and the denial of its use
toanadversary. While the basis of
merging NFNL and NFW to form
NE¥NW last year remains valid,
the command decided to reacti-
vate the two Naval Forces on the
thrustofhigher headquarters and
unified commmands to have a more
focused naval operations in their
respective area of responsibility,”
it added..

- South China Sea.Chinap

Before it was merged, Naval
Forces Northern Luzon was un-
der the operational control of the.s
Armed Forces Northern. Lujzen -
Command, and its primary focus
was the shoal. :

Carpio called a Scarborough. -
military base or the other Chinese +
basesin the West Philippine Seaas’ =

- China's “Pearl Harbor”;
Asia, referring £o't
Harbor in Hawaii.” Dl fEn

. Carpio said thaf-begmhingla;st.' _
vear, Befjing has shifted from “sff.c
shore water defense” to the “com-
bired: offshore_ﬁfv'z;féi" defense and.:

- Open-seas protection” asdaid oup
by China's militaryts ey

“Fhe: China’ military ‘strategy

statesthat the traditionalmentalj-

tythat land outweighst _ ;
beabandonedand gre: mportant
hastobeattachedfo Man éging the
ecting mari-

“China’s grand designig'to con

trol the South China foy ¢ Grbmic
and military purposes, It wanted
all the fisheries, oil-gas and 1min- it
eral resources mﬁi_t‘:hin its'_.“;nin&gdétéh N

line.” China already tak
centof theannual fish

fish consumption is the highestin
the world at 35.1 kilogramsa year,
while the rest of Asia’s per-capita
consumption is only 26.6 kg per
year,” Carpio added. _
Nine-dashlineis China's exces-
sive territorial claim which covers
85.7 percent of the total maritime
waters of the South China Sea,
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HIROSHIMA — Foreign
ministers from the Group of
cht,n (G7) advanced econo-
;m]u, said they strongly op-
ose provocation in the East
and South China Seas, where
China is locked in territorial
disputes with nations includ-
%m‘f the Philippines, Vietnam
;and Japan.
“We express our strong op-
P(mtmn to any mtlmldatmb
!LOL}] Clve Or pr()VOCathe uni-
flatc -al actions-that could alter

) e S

ﬂhc status quo and increase

Hensi ons,” the foreign ministers

said in a statement yesterday

u_tu]%owmg a meeting in this
apanese city.

In an apparent réference Lo
;Chma s territorial spat with
ithe Philippines, the group also
l(:d]l(_d on countries to observe
mlomahonal maritime laws
rmd implement any binding

judgments delivered by courts
and tribunals.

Manila has asked the Inter-

national Court of Arbitration
in The Hague to decide on its
dispute with Beijing. A ruling
is expected by June.

China is building islands on
reefs in the South China Sea to
bolster g claims. Brunel, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines, Taiwan
and Vietnam also have claims
on the waters that are believed
to have huge deposits of oil
and gas and through which
about $5 trillion in trade is
5[1113}')0(:1 every y{i‘EH'.

- The United States has said
il is keen to raise the issue of
China’s tetritorial ambitions
in the South China Sea ata G-7
foreign ministers” meeting in
Hiroshima, 2 move that would
likely draw an angry response

~from Beijing. -

State Depariment spokes-

man Mark Toner teld reporters -
in Washington last Friday the -

US should discuss security
issues any time it meets with
key partners in Asia. “What
we want to see hﬁppen in the

‘South China Sea s important,

It’s important to the region,
it's important to the stability of
the region, so [ would suggest
that those topics should be on
the table.”

Chinese Foreign Minister

- Wang-Yi last Saturday said

the G-7 meeting that began
yesterday should not “hype”
the South China Sea issue,
He made the comments at a
meeting with British Foreign
Secretary Philip Hammond 1n
Beijing, according to a state-
ment on the ministry’s website
laet Saturday.

- While hoqt nation }apan
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decides on the agenda for the

two-day meeting it i likely to |

agree to any request from the
US to discuss the South China
Sea, as it has in recent months

stepped up its criticism of

China’s activities in the water .
akey maritime artery for trade
and energy shipments.

While none of the six states
that have overlapping claims
in the resource-rich sea is pres-
ent in Hiroshima, any implied
criticism would be, seen in
Bedjing as a political move to
put pressure on China,

fapanese Forei gn-Minister
Fumio Kishida and Us Secretary
of State John Kerry are sched-

uled to speak after the meetin Jie

closes this afternoon,

China has shown increas.
Ing assertiveness in its' claims,
tonstructing artificial istands
and placing military facilities on

them. The US has challenged its
"excessive” claims, conducting
freedom of navigation opera-
tons close to these islands.
Kerry, who arrived in 1.
roshima yesterd ay morning,
became the first Ug Sccretary
of State to visit the atomic-
bombed city. Hig landmark
trip is seen as possibly paving

“the way for President Barack

Obama to become the first
serving US president to visi
the city next month, when he
tomes to Japan for the G-7
summit, whick will pake place
in another part of Japan.

The Hiroshima meeting,
partof the run-up to the sung.
mit, also includes top diplo-
mats from nuclear-armed Brit-
ain and France, and Canada,
Germany, ftaly, host japan
and the European Unjon, The
ministers discussed issues

including the Middle East, the
refugee crisis, the conflict in-
Ukraine and global terrorism, E
Ministers have so far said
litthe about the content of the
meetings, though Kerry tweet. .
ed that they had a'“big for-
eign policy agenda to cover”
~ Imentioning topics such ag
the Islamic State in Iraq and-

Syria militant group as well

as “Asia regional issues and
global threags .. .. S

But it is the location of the
talks - one 6f two cities where
the US dropped an atomic
bomb in ].945,_endmg World
War i1 = that hag captured the
imagination of the Japanese
public. Many hope it will pro-
mote greater understanding of
Japan’s staunch anfi-nuclear
stance as the only country to
suffer an atomic attack. ,
' .~ Reuters, AFP
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Beach front. phifippine Marines taka position during a beach
fanding as part of the 11-day ‘Balikatar’ annual joint US and
Philippine miilitary exercises 4t the San Jose airport in Antique
province in central Philippines. US and Philippine troops began .
rnajor exercises on Aprit 4 as China's state media warned ‘outsiders’
against interfering in the South.China Sea territorial disputes. AFP
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Philippine Marines take position during a beach landing as part of -
. “Babikatan’ annwal joint 1S and Philionine militarv exercises in San Jose,
ﬁmﬁ;ﬁlwn&‘w ot b .. e B
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FILIPINO soldiers wait for the MV 22~ “Osprey aircraft of the United States fo {and at the defunct Eve-

lio Javier Airport in San Jose town, Antigue province as part of the 32nd Ba!nkatan Exerc;ses or the
Jamt mliltary exercsses between two allied countries. {Tara Yap)
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FREEDOM MARGCH Nag-alay ng panalangin si US Marines Technical
Sgt. Aracelli Alarcon, taga-Texas at kabahagi sa 2018 Balikatan Exercises,
sa flang pinanimiwalaan niyang kaanak na nasawi sa Bataan Deattt March,
sa harap ng Wall of Heroes Memorial Capas National Shrine sa Tarlac.
Dumalo si Alarcon 5a Capas Freadom March, ang re-enactment ng Bataan
Death March, kahapon bilang bahagi ng paggunita sa Philipping Veterans
Week (Abril 5-11). Cre e e e JOJO RINOZA
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'FORMER President Fidel V. Ramos leads the troop inside the
Capas National Shtine during the Capas Freedom March; a re-

_enactment of Bataan Death March during the Japanese g ccupa- .
tion that ended in Capas, Tarlac. About 3,000 participants join _

the march that started at Death March Monument on McArthur .
Hi_gi})g\{ay._t_q-_the.Capas;__Naﬁdnal Shrine .hear Camp O'D nel,;
Capasy _Ta_:_‘lac", “April 11 20186, (Jojo Rifioza)" '
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Search For Truth

By ERNESTO M. MACEDA

18 soldiers killed in Basilan

During a 10-hour bloody clash
with the extremist Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) rebels, 18 soldiers: of -
4th Special Forces Battalion and 44th'
Infantry Battalion died and 56 oth-
ers were wounded in a stronghold of

‘the rebels in the town of Tipo-Tipo, |
Basilan. The intense clashes came | .
after a ransom deadline set by the | -
communist rebels, who Had threat- ‘
ened to kill a Norwegian and two Canadian hostages
and a Filipina they kidnapped last September if ransom
is not paid by Friday. ,

General Hernando Irriberi had ordered non-stop
operations against the militants. Irriberi praised the
soldiers for their gallantry in battle. “Despite heavy
enemy resistance and advantage in the familiarity with
the terrain in Basilan, our troops fought gallantly. We
salute our troops as they displayed the finest traditions
of soldiery and bravely fouglit the bandits with utmost
valor,” Irriberi said. _ ‘

Maj. Filemon Tan, spokesman for the Western Min-
danao Command (WMC) said five bandits, including
a Moroccan fighter, Mohammad Khattab and Ubalda,
a son of Hapilon, were killed in the ferocious fighting.

. Earlier, because of their ineffectiveness as ground

commanders in the campaign against the ASG and other

private armed groups in their area of responsibility, the
commanders of the Joint Task Group-Sulu and Tawi-
Tawi were relieved from duty. :

" As ASG plagued four presidencies, Senate Presi-

‘dent Pro Tempore Ralph Recto said that finishing off
the Abu Sayyaf is the president’s last job and the next
president’s first. : S

Meanwhile, in Lanao del Sur, Marawi City Mayor
Fahad Salic, a former husband of Alma Moreno, and
his driver, Tayrudin Gunting, were ambushed as they
were leaving Pryce Hotel in Cagayan de Oro.

Salic sustained gunshot wounds in his buttocks, back, -

and right leg. His driver suffered a gunshot wound in
his face. :

Vice President Jejomar Binay is urging the Commis-

sion on Elections (Comelec) and the Philippine National

Police (PNP) to speedily act on the assassination attempl
against Mayor Salic.

Aquino admits ‘noynoying’ on Kidapawan

A week after the bloody dispersal of hungry farmers
in North Cotabato, demanding rice from the govern-
ment, President Benigno Simeon Aquine finally broke
his silence, which the peasant group Kilusang Magbu-
bukid ng Pilipinas (KMP) described as “an admission
that Aquino was ‘noynoying’ or pretending to be busy
on the impact of drought and justice to the farmers.”

KMP chairperson Rafael Mariano said Aquino’s late

. Statement bétrays hig weak leadership, indecisivencss

g dowright]

: T Slinidity. dbupled with brazhHlies
arld ‘cheap 4 1‘;31.’"‘16%?}%.Aquiﬁd'ﬁﬁjaayé"f&:rfgé ’?gr a
metting that he himiself postponed bedause according
to the President, if his Cabinet members were not ready,

nothing wilt happen in their meeting as it would take

time to gather the data. Isn't that stupid?” Mariano said.

Until now, the President is silent on the impacts of
the prolonged drought and hunger, the just legitimate
demand for food and calls for justice,” Mariano added.

Manny Pacquiac wins .

“Right now my decision is to retire, but who knows.
My heart is fifty-fifty. 1 am committed to my family to
get back home and spend more time with them. 1'd like
to focus to serve the people in the Philippines. That's
my priority,” Manny Pacquiao said in his post-fight
press conference. . e

“Letme enjoy my retirement first. I am not there yet
50 I don’t know what the feeling is. T have made my

decision,” he added.:

Pacquiao’s trainer, Freddie Roach said his prized
ward still had some fights left in him.

Pacquiao agreed. "My body is still okay.”

Pacquiao knocked down Timothy Bradley twice in
the seventh and ninth round,

Binay hits Duterte =
- Vice President Jejomar Binay hit Davao City Mayor
Rodrigo Duterte as an“embodiment of arrogance and
prevarication. This is.of course aside from his being a
self-confessed killer. - - S B}

“Mayor Duterte, you were always bragging that you have
killed a ot of people, but now l)17011’112 denying it. Make up
your mind, Mr. Executioner. The presidency is not for the
unprincipled and inconsistent. It is not for liars, braggarts
and most especially merciless killers,” Binay said.

In Unisan, Quezon, Binay predicted he will win by
four million votes, due to his bi g ground organization.

Meanwhile, an estimated 10,000 people attended a
Duterte rally in Filinvest in Alabang, Muntinlupa. Duterte
was six hours late. The latest survey placed Duterte, with
27 percent, ahead of Grace Poe at 73 percent. ‘
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Bongbong targeted at VP debate S
_ Vice presidential candidates led by Senator Alan Pe-
~ter Cayetano ganged up on Senator Bongbong Marcos
-at the vice presidential debate over his father’s remrdL _
“* on corruption and human rights. :
- By the way he was hammered by the other vice presi-'
L"-'den’nai candidates, Bongbong Marcos appeared £6 be
~ theman to beat in the VP race. The latest Social Weafhm
--_Statxons (SWS} survey placed himontop. -

« Referring to the $10 billion allegedly stolen bv the '
“Marcos family, Cayetano said: “Just wait if you make him
- Vice President, the stolen money might reach $100 billion.” -

‘- Rep. Leni Robredo, the Liberal Party’s VP bet; in-
: sisted that the Marcoses should return the stolen wealth. -
¢ Bongbong Marcas replied: "1 cannot gwe what] do
not have 1 have no knowledge of it” . '
’ Tidbits - . o
t's a close fight for Governor of Bulacan between i
- reelectionist Gov. Wilhelmino Sy Alvarado and fnrmer
- Gov. Josefina dela Cruz.
Comelec reported glitches in'the Vote Countmg :
-"Machmes (VCM) in Hong Kong, Dubai and Riyadh.
L Department.of Health {DOH). Sec:. Janet:Garin ad=:
- vised candidates to avoid campaigring between. 10am. -
‘and 4 p.m. to avoid:heat stroke. ...
7 The Golden State Warriors defeated the San Antomo'. y
- Spurs for its 72nd victory. _
. Three policemen were arrested by the National Bu- .
- reau of Investigation (NBI) for the kidnap murder of
~businesswoman Adora Lazatin.

-+ In Parafiaque, Mayor Edwin Olivarez is runmng
'unopposed R

e
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Relatives and friends motirned the
soldiers who died from gunfire and

improvised explosive devices set off -

by the Abu Sayyaf in clashes that
started Saturday morning in Basilan.
The Armed Forces of the Philippines
yesterday reported killing 13 more
bandits, but the AFP's own death toll

0f 18 is among the highest ever in its-
decades-old battle with the terrorist .

group.
Among the enemy casualties was
Ubalda Hapilon, identified as a son

of top terrorist Isnilon Hapilon, who

has a $5-million prize on his head.
An intriguing casualty was Moham-

mad Khattab, described by military

intelligence as a Moroccan instructor

in producing IEDs and a preacher of

Islamic jihad. :
According to the AFP chief, Khat

tab was trying to unify and organize -

kidnap-for-ransom groups for affili-
ation with an international terror-

ist organization. The AFP did not

identify the organization, but there
have been recent reports ~ denied
by the military — that the extremist
Islamic State of Syria and Iraq has
been trying to gain a foothold in
Mindanao. .
‘Khattab could have imparted the
knowhow in producing the IEDs that

- Afoothold fo

TRUTH,

LA

i eyl
? S
S I o
m N

inflicted so much harm on the so_l-'i
diers, although the Abu Sayyaf has

been making improvised explosives

for many years with help from the .
-Southeast Asian terror cell Jemaah

Islamiyah. The presence of a foreign

-jihadi bomb maker, especially one

who joins the Abu Sayyaf in a fire-
fight with state forces, should stir
deep concern in this country a gov-
ernments worry about the spreading
influence of ISIS.

Belgium just recently suffered -
its worst terrorist attack courtesy |

of ISIS, with the suspects linked to
the same group that Jaunched near-
simultaneous attacks in Paris on Nov.

1
;
i

13 last year that left about 130 people

dead in the French capital. Reports
said Germany is moving to thwart a
similar attack in one of its cities.

_ IfKhattab is part of ISIS, containing ‘
this threat will take more than killing -

. him, Thanks to global connectivity,

- ISIS can recruit all over the world and

_i

‘wage a borderless war, influencing
local jihadis to commit crimes against

humanity, The intelligence community

must determine the depth of Khattab’s = _
.involvement in the activities of the

threat groups operating in Mindanao

“ISIS extremism cannot be allowed to’
take root in this country, e
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o
Nineteey safdizrs died
in  thay sixth-class mu-
nicipality of Basilan ;nrm“
ince in Gc teber 20011, fust
a little over a wvear afiey
President Novnov Aquino
ok over the highest post
in the land. A group of 40
soldiers {rom the Army’s
Special Forces, sent to Al-
Barka to pursue a gang of
kidnappers, encountered
a superior force of 90
members of the Moro Is-
famic Liberation Front; the
froepers were  ruthiessly
gunned down by the Moro
rebels, who claimed the
govemmem fﬂfceﬁ had in-
truded into their territory,

\’f?’r?‘ I-Barka? |

~

Aguino  was  much
more energetic back then.
He vczlled 2 command
conference  in Camp

Aguinaldo right after the
Lillings, even ifhe knew that
hiS gm'ernmt’m WaES deﬁ}}

inte peace negofiations )
with tha Rusli im reb:
What a

vears marg, ﬂ\ "a the week-
uhj ‘;u::t p-jSV u r-l'ﬂdiﬂl's

were i:il’lei}‘\: a ﬁvig force

T

b'::..ac OPoratIo:
gan eariter this vew

Aduing made
his presence fell dais e
around. There has been no
statement from the Presi-
dent as of late yestercay,
even i—like in the aiter-
math of Al-Barks in 2811
—the military has already
ordered the lowering of
flags 1n all militaryv bases to
half-mast in honor of the
siain traops.

Truth to tell, nothing
did come out of Aquino’s

I

posturings after the Al

Barka killings. Perhaps
the MILF’s insistence that
it was just fending ofl at-
tacking soldiers and (he
implied threat that fean-
ing on the rebels too hard
would endanger the peace
talks had something t do
with that.

But now, when  Agui-
nos hearts desire af a new
peace agreement with the
MILE has gone down the
Palace drain, he seam: to
have completely lost inte
est in the death of the &.nl
diers nnder his command.
Avtually, Aquine appearito

Aeing
soesn’t care
if people
ive or die.
These days,
e doesn’t
aven care
to comment
anymore.

have lost interest in almost
evervthing. with the possi-
ble exception of campaign-
ing tor his Liberal Partv’s
candidates. so that theyv
miay “continue Lhe gains” of
his administration.

{rver the past couple
of weeks. Aguine has only
grudgingly commented {or
said nothing at all in public}
abont the killing of thres
Farmers who were demand-
ing rice in Kidapawan City
and the ave-hour blackout
- Ninov Aquine In-
sfiomal Alrport  that

4

Page:

inconvenanced 14 b

action o the \'? L
Marnny "awy.uaf in ‘W« fal-

deathh ;
those three far
portant incidents and wou’t
get my meaning. (Aguins
has publicly discussed the
Kidapawar incident, ves—
but only to explain that he
learned about it only after
the farmers had been vio-
lently dispersed and that he
wag il af the time.)
I'velong been convinced
that Aquine doesn't really
care if peaple outside his
family and bis close circle
of friends and political al-
Hes live or die. Thege davs.
he doesmt even care to
comment anmymore.

- v %

MOTE

Of course, there was also
that strapge incident in-
volving the 44 slain mem-
bers of the PNT Special Ac-
tion Foree. whaose arrival in
coffins in Ranila in janu-
ary last veat wag ignoved !
Aguing—who just had o
attend the opening of a car
assernblv plant on the same
day. b oguess dead sole
are just not that h;uh on the
tist af i":OI‘x" that Aguin

k J‘h f”l!( i
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the nominal commander-in-chief of the mili-
tary;is “dying” to meet. - 3
- As for protesting and beaten-down peasants, -
theyre so three decades ago. When Aquine’s’
. mother unleashed the bloodthirsty Manila po- -
lice ‘'on hundreds of farmers seeking genuine
land reform outside of Malacafiang, killing 13
of them, Noynoy was just assaying the role of
thie’ fun-loving bachelor president’s son and
‘could not be bothered. {Years later, in 2004, as
.-nominal—yes, that word again—head of seca--
rity of his family’s Hacienda Luisita, Aquino
would witness the killing of 14 protesting peas-
ants on their estate; it never seemed to bother
him afterwards.)

Now, it seems, it would take nothing short of
a catastrophe of, say, Yolanda-like proportions
to get a rise out of Aquino, 80 days before he
steps down. But since we know, from painful
experience, just how lacking in empathy Aquino
was after the typhoon hit, thefe’_s_._not even a;
guarantee that a cataclysmic event would rouse:
‘the President from his current stupor.

Last week, a sympathetic newspaper report, -
‘probably written to convince ns that Aquino
‘had no intention of staying one day longer
“than his contracted six years in office, said that’
the President has started packing preparatory
to moving back to his mother’s old house on_
Times Street. Given the deafening silence from
Agquino since all hell seems to have broken
loose, I think Aquino has already long left the
Palace building in spirit,

Of course, you can actually argue, given
Aquing’s performance-challenged rule, that he
was never there all throughout. The only good
thing I can see in all this is, by end of June,
Aquino will really be gone for good.
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THE “ARMED Forces

ters with enemies of the state.

Nowhere is the lack of tactes i
more evident than in the death of .-
18 soldiers and the wounding of -
siz. others in their recent clash -
with the Abu Sayyaf, a ragtag’

group of Moro bandits.

The soldiers fought the Moro®

iband for 10 hours in Tipo-'i‘ipo
'Basilan province.

What happened to the marieu-
‘vers the soldiers leamned i in their

training?

been favorable to the govern-
ment troops because they had he-

licopter gunships and probably

jet fighters at their beck and call.
But what happened to the
OV10 propeller-driven fighters

of the Air Force which could have - .

strafed and bombed the p051¥;10n
of the edemy?

Huey helicopters, each anned
with machine guns on bothi sides,
could have flown low and strafed
the ambushers of the troops.

And whar happened to the 21
attack helicopters Defense Secre-

Leader Wlth an m)n hand

should- :
change its tactics because gov--
erponent woops always end up -
being clobbered during encoun-

taryVoltaxre Gazmin had ordered
Arom Rice Aircraft Services Inc.
‘(Rast}, a -supposedly “reputable
US aireraft manufacturer?

© Those ‘helicopters could have.
_.been used in Basﬂan had they

: been ava;lahle

oWk

countyy - representauve who

 had accused him of rigging the
P12~ billion contract to buy 21

“refurbished Huey choppers.
. The .cases are meant to ha-

. rass Alvarez who said that offi-
That span of time would haWz

cials of the Department of Na-

tional Defense (DND)} and

some Philippine Air Force brass
chose Rasi in exchange for a
7-percent commission.

Of the 21 refurbished chop-
pers delivered; only two can fly.

were committed in pushing for
the contract according to the
results of the investigation he
had ordered.

But of course, how could in-

" vestigators accuse . their boss

Gazmin of irregularities?
The problem with Gazmin

"Ramon
“Tulfor

Defense Gazmin- has ﬁled |
--.-bel -and - other cases against.
. Rhodoza ‘Alvarez, former Rasi

Gazmin said no irregularities ..

ton officials, for that matter, is
they thm_k the publicis stupldt

Sk RN

_ Three pohcemen, one of them
- with the rank equivalent to a leu-"
ctenant 'in the Army, have been
-~ tagged in the kidnapping, robbing -

and killing of a businesswoman.

- The victiin’s body, 50-year-old -

Adora Lazatin, was found sealed

in a drum floating in the Pasig
River,

The Narional Bm:eau Of Trrvesti-
gation idendfied the police official. -
as Insp, Eljie Jacobe of the Nation: 4

“al Capital Region Police Office.

The involvement of policeren

longer outraged

and ‘other _AQuirio adrﬁirﬁsu'é- '

raged? Because they have be-

‘come callous to so many reports

of abusive and arrogant cops.
- Coupled with the citizenry’s in-

" different atdtude is the govern-
- mment’s apathy toward the oppres-
"sion“of ordinary citizens by the
< very people who are supposed to
. protect them.

‘Especially in this administra-
tion, whose leader, Presidens

. Noynoy, is not feared by cops.

Policernen think P-Noynoy is a
joke and a clown, according tc
former Manila Times colummist

“Rick Ramos.

Only a Rody Duterte presiden

‘cy can stop policemen’s mvolve

ment in erimes. :
In Davao City, the menton o

‘Duterte’s name sends chills dows
" the spines of criminals, as well a:

abusive cops.

The dreaded I)avao ‘Deatd
Squad, the .creation-of which i
attributed to Duterte but. whic)

“-he denies (naturally), does nc
in crimes—especially - heinous’
. ones such as kidnapping, murder,
- robbery and rape—has ‘become

so commaon the cmzermf 1s ne -’

distinguish between notoricu
criminals and abisive cops; bot
types end up dead.

The need of the hour is a leade

. “'with a “kamay na bakal” or iro
Why is the citizenry not out-

hand, and only Duterte has it.
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'MILF must first prove sincerity by eradicating ASG

THE - APRIL - 2 - editorial .(“More banditry”)
brought to the fore once more the menace the
Abu Sayyaf Group.(ASG). has been foisting
{upon this country. Why this ragtag group of
only about-300 : kidnap-for-ransom - bandits
cannot be obliterated by an Army of about

90,000 soldiers is a really frustrating wonder.

One reason given was that most ASG mem-

bers are relatives of thieir counterparis in the

Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) which
in the past had signed a-“peace agreement”

with the government, which paved the way for .

the creation of the Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao, with MNLF founder and
head Nur Misuari its governor at one time, Re-
portedly, some MNLF members protected
those bandits and the government was totally
. helpless in bringing them to justice. .
Then enter the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) which fcok-over the “rebellious.
role” the MNLF used to play, as the former

played a new role in the peace charade. Like
the MNLE the MILF also adzitted that many of

.its members have relatives inthe ASG. There is

hardly any doubt that the MILF is also protect-

ing those bandits who live in territories the
- MILF controls. Is it ever any wonder why the
.proposed .Bangsamoro «Basic: Law -is . going

nowhere in Congress? ;x4 o T
- - Through the proposed law; the MILF seeks to

- exercise exclusive authority fo control and g20v-

ern most of Mindanao in lieu of the disgraced
and corrupt MNLE It is.another joke foisted
upon all of us! Outside of the government

“peace panel” that steadfastly entertains the

delusion that only the MILF can bring about
peace in the south, everyone else wants that
rebel group to first prove its sincerity by putting

_ the Idbosh on the banditry.of the ASG énce and

forall. Alas, this is asking for the moont - -
. ~MARIAMARGARITA AYTONA "
© marimar_ay@yahoo.com
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What is Squad X,
and how will it change
the US Army?

BY DAVID AXE

THE US military has launched a program to equip its {rone-line
soldiers with the latest bartlefield technology. The Squad X initia-
tve would give an Army or Matine Corps squad new computerized
weapons, the latest smartphone-style communjcations and even
easy-to-use robot helpers.

. The program aims to help the troops “have deep awateness of
what’s around them, detect threats from farther away and, when nec-
essary, engage adversaries more quickly and precisely,” according to
Army Major Christopher Odowski, whe’s maraging the Squad X
effort on behalf of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA), the Peatagon’s cutting-edge science department.

Squad X is still just a concepr. Itll be up to Otlowski, other DARPA
offictals and the defense industry to determine exactly what technology
the program includes. Bat one thing is clear: The government wants
to profoundly change the way squads move, communicate and fight.

The problem is, the military has tred these sorts of technical ad-
vances before. Several times, in fact. Not only did the previous at-
tempts fail, they cost American taxpayers bilions of dollats.

S0 Orlowski and the advanced research agency have their work cat out

for them. Meanwhile Ameticans have plenty of reasons to be skeptical
they'l succeed — and not just because the Pentagon has repeatedly filed
10 manage complex weapons programs without cost overruns and tech-
nical problermns, the prime example being the F-35 Joint Srike Fighter.

The Pentagon launched Squad X in 2013, to solve longtime serious
problems. A squad, which Is roughly a dozen troaps, is the small-
¢st conventional military unit capable of fighting independently. A
“dismounted” squad - meaning traveling on foot rather than in vehi-

cles — usually carries rifles, grenades, a few machine guns and several
radios. It depends on largerunits for speedy transportation, heavy
firepower and long-range communicarions.

Today, and throughour recent history, squads have fought under
major constraints. Squad mermbers constantly strugple w keep mack
of each other and the enemy. They can only see what's i their direct
line of sight — and can only shoot what they can see.

“Dismounted squads lack the detailed situational AWATEHess, ro-
bust nerworked communications and data-sharing capability that
suppotts the ability to consistently anticipate the tacrical situation,”
the Pentagon explained in its initial Squad X announcement.

That's why squads are easily surprised “due to their lack of real-time
data abour squad members, their surrounding environment and the
threats present,” the Defense science agency added.

‘The Pentagon tried as far back as the late 1990s to solve these prob-
lems. Then, the focus was on networking — that is, connecting every
soldier to every other soldier as well 25 to other units and even to
distant planes and command posts.

“robots, including self-driving jeeps, low-fying surv

The A‘rmy’s Land Warrior program, launched in 1993, wied to equip
every soldier with his own high-tech radio and weatrable computer,
plus an evepiece projecting an airplane-syle Heads-Up Display. Eve-
1y soldiex would see the position of every other soldier — and the
enemy - as an jcon on 2 digital map displayed on the eyepiece.

With 2 glance, a soldier would fuily understand how a battle was
‘uafolding. Allied forces on the ground, in the sky and even in space
would constantly add updated information o the trooper’s petsonal
display, transmitting that dara potentially thousands of miles.

At least that is what was supposed 1o happen,

It took the Army 15 years and a halfbillion dollars to produce a few
sets of the Land Wartior gear, It equipped a Washingron Stare-based in-
fantry unit and sent them to Iraq in 2007, to test the hardware in combat.

The infantrymen hated the gear. At 16 pounds, it was far oo heavy.
And its 1990s-vintage processors and sofrware were slow by 2007
standards, “It makes you a slower, heavier target,” Sergeant James
Young complained to Popular Mechanics.

The Pentagon belatedly canceled Land Warrior — sort of - in 2007
In fact, Land Warior survived as an Asmny program called “Netr War-
tior.” The new initfative, launched in 2010, replaced the wearable com-
puter and eyepiece with 2 smartphone connected 1o a lightweight radio.

Strapped to 2 soldier’s chest, the smartphone functions as a tiny
cotuputer screen that displays 2 map showing the locations of other
soldiers. A soldier ¢an send text messages to his squadmates instead
of shouting or speaking into the radio,

But Nett Warrior suffered some of-the same problems as Land
Warrior. Its map showed other soldiers in the wrong locations. It
suffered unbearable lag, :

Soldiers testing the gear in New Mexico in 2011 were blunt, “It
ain’t ready,” one private told the trade publication Breaking Defense.

The Army is sdll trying to work out the kinks in Nett Warrior. Mean-
while, it has bought thousands of sets that cost millions of dollars,

The advanced research agency hasn’t yet selected specific technologies
for the Squad X program, bur official concept art released with the an-

-founcemnent suggests what kinds of gear it hopes w include in Squad X,

“ The art depicts a soldier fiting a uny, precision-guided “smart” mu-
nition from his otherwise standard-locking assault rifie. I¢s a striking

idea — but one that could be years away from actual use in com.-

-bat. The military has only recently begun to experiment with tiny,

maneuverable projectles smart enough to track a rarget and also
smail enough to be fired from, say, a rifie.

The drawings also show soldiers accompanied by a wide range of
eitlance drones,
four-legged cargo robots and humanoid-looking ‘bots that appear to
be scouting ahead of the soldiers, All these types of robots do exist
in prototype. As with the smart muaitons, however, it could be years
before they're ready for use in combat.

The captions on the artwork indicate that 21l the soldiers, robots and

-munitions constantly gather and share information, to create a kind
- of small-scale battlefield data network - ope that constantly adapts

to local conditions and might not necessarily depend on satellites or
any other long-range communications, as many of roday’s military

-networks do. These ad-hoc networks have long been a dream of
- Pentagon technologists.

- The promotional art lends Squad X a science-fiction vibe. But that

doesn’t mean the program has totally lost touch with rezlity, With
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Squad X, Oowski and the Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency clearly hope 10 address problems that Land Warrior and Nete
Warrior tried — and failed - to sokve mose than 20 years ago. They
insist this third attempt is different from the earlier efforts.

For starrers, Squad X is watching its weight. The new advanced
technology “will minimize system size, weight and power,” the re-
search agency said, “so that they are soldier-portable.” In total, it
would have to weigh less than Land Wasrior’s 16 pouads to please
soldiers whe complained zbout the earlier technology. :

As commercial-grade phones, cameras, radios aad drones get stnall-
er and lighter by the day, it at least seems possible for the agency to
outfit squads without overloading them.

The Squad X initiative is also trying to avoid the network latency,
or lag, that plagued both Land Warrior and Nets Warrior. As the ad-
vanced research agency explained, “the capactty of modern sensors
f0 generate and distribute collected data... can quickly samrate even
advanced wireless radio nerworks.” :

To prevent this, Squad X tech aims to rely on witeless devices that
are “short-range, high-bandwidth ... low-power, covert and resistans
to elecironic warfare countermeasures.”

indeed, the research agency requires that the new hardware work
even on a “GPS-denied” battlefield -- where the enemy has blocked
access to the navigational satetlires that US troops rely on, g

‘Fhat requirernent doesn’t overestimate America’s potential en-
emies. When Land Wartior and Netr Wardor launched, the United
States enjoyed superiority in what the military calls the “electromag-
netic domain.” In other words, US forces could count on their radio
signals getting through unimpeded.

But in recent years Russia, China, lzan and other countries have re-
fined technology that can jam global-positioning-system signais, US
forces can no longer assume that GPS will work during wartime — so
Orlowskd and his research agency aren’s assuming that, eithez, as they
oversee the Squad X efforr. .

‘The science agency s counting on drones to fll in where GPS fails.
Squad X aims to “increase squad members’ real-time knowledge of their
own and teammates’ locations .. . through collaboration with embedded
unrmanned air and ground systems. Capabilities of intesest include robust
collaboration between humans and unmanaed systems.” — Reuters
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WELCOME news indeed was the de-
cision of the Abu Sayyaf to release
a former Italian Roman Catholic
: missionary priest turned business-
man, Rolando del Torchie, who was kidnapped
at his Pizza Pie House in Dipolog City in Octo-
ber, 2015, Del Torchio, 57, was found by a police
recovery team aboard a commercial fexry at the
Jolo port in Sulu, bound for Zamboanga City,
1ast Friday.
5till being awaited is word on Canadians John
Ridsdel and Robert Hall, Norwegian Khartan
Sekkingstad, and Filipina Marites Flor who were
kidnapped from a resort on Samal Island in Davao
Gulfin September, 2015. From the Davao area, the
caplives were somehow moved ‘across southern
Mindanao to Sulu in the southwest in the sue-
ceeding weeks, so that they were soon reported
to be in the Jolo jungles. There, last March, the
Abu Sayvaf displayed its captives on its website
with a demand for P1-billion ransom for each of
the foreign victims.
Armed Forces of the Phihppmes (AFP) troops

Fruot

(ANILA BULLETIN 0

“ NATIONS LEADING WEWBPAFLIR

- e~

have been pursuing the Abu Sayyaf all this time.
*Qur priority is the safe rescue of the hostages,”
the AFP Public Affairs Office chief said. “We will
go on with our focused operatlons based on infor-
mation at hand.”

The Philippine government is against any
payment of ransom. But that has not kept kidnap
victims from appealing to their families and their
governments on the matter-of ransom. In its last
video post, the Abu Sayyaf had one of its Canadian
victims appeal directly to Canadian Prime Minister
Trudeau.

Last Sunday, there was a gunbattie between the
Abu Sayyaf and government soldiers in Basilan,
with the former suffering 5 dead against 18 of the
Armed Forces. But not a word about the hostages

in Jolo, i

With the release of Ital;an Rolando del Torchlb

in Jolo the other day, the nation is reminded that

the Samal victims, along with several others, arg
still in Abu Sayyaf hands. We continue to hope that
they too will soon be released from captivity and
that thejr misery will soen come to an end.
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Army win bbbtoPhlvOHey

RC Cola:Army's surprise victoty over the fancied Est Cola of
Thailand in the PLDT Home Ultera Philippine Superliga Invitational
Conference served Philippine volleyball in good stead as the country
tries fo regain its once lofty status iri the region. o _

The Phl has never beaten a Thai squad since the Filipinas
reigned supreme in the 1993 SEA Games in'Singapore. But the

gutsy Lady Troopers ended that streak with a four-set victory -

last weekend.

"RC Cola-Army’s win over Est Cola proved that there is stil hope -
as far as our national team program is concerned,” said PSL president - -

Ramon Suzara.

He said that with the proper training, players, exposure and overall

national team program, the Philippiries ¢an stil] reclaim their once top

ranking, at least in the regional arena. - e '
“That's why we have to sustain this momentum, We have to
rally around our players and provide them all kinds of international
exposure-they need. We still have what it takes 1o win over other
countries. {'s ot yet late,” said Suzara. = . . - RS
Petron coach George Pascua said they are very grateful to the
POL for inviting a top club-team, which paraded 3: young core of

= Thailand’s national tean B ihafi_s Steeped in éxperience in continental

and world tourneys. T -
“Regardlessof the resuit, itwas a sucha great learning experience

“forus,” Pascua said.

The PSL hastaken the iéa'd in gmng focal players the muchneeded
international exposure. A
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RC Cola-Amy pinatunayang angat na ang volleyball sa Pinas

Tunay na umaangat na nga ang lebel ng volleyball

sabansa.

isang magandang patunay ang kampeonato ng
HC Cola-Ammy sa katatapos lang na 2016 PLOT Home
Ullera Phifippine Superliga (PSLY Invitational Conference
kung saan pinatumba nito ang powerhouse Est Cola-
Thailand sa charmpicnship sound.

Ayon kay PSL president Ramon “Tats” Suzara, urnti-
unli nang nakakasabay ang Pilipinas sa malalalas na
koponan sa rehiyon kabilang na ang many-ime Sculkv
east Asian Games champion Thailand.

Athindimalayong maibalik ang magandang reputas-
yonngPlipinas sa reunde ng volleyball kung magrutuluy-
tuloy lamang ang magandang programa para sa mga
Pinay spikers,

“We haveto sustainthis momentum. We haveto rally
around our players and give them all kinds of intermational
axposure they need. We stit have what it takes o win over

olhercountries. If's not yet late,” wika ni Suzara naopisyat
ng Asian Volleyhal Confederation (AVC) at Intemational
Volleyball Federation {FiVB).

Kilalang-kilala ang Piipinas bilang powerhouse team
noong dekada 90.

Nasungkit pa ng Pilipinas ang pinakahuling gintong
medalya by bansa sa SEA Games noong 1993 edisyon
naginanap sa Singapore. Subafit mabils na lumakas ang
Thajland dahif sa rnagandang programa nito.

Sa katunayan, pinur ni Est Cola-Thailand coach
Chamnan Dokmai ang mahusay na paglaiars ni De La
Salle University setter Kim Fajarde na posible anivang
kunire bilang guest player sa isang rmalaking figa sa
Thailand.

Rar pang mga manlalaro sa Pilipinas ang nifligawan
ng mga foreign teamgs kabilang na sina 6-oot-5 Jaja San-
liago ng National University at Alyssa Valdez ng Ateneo
de Manila University. (CCo)
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