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" Shealso -np’{ed:thatithg other i
‘petshave rained their guns o

SuTveys re_l__'e‘_a_sed this week: "

, wlth 20 percent

By JANVIC MATEO.
espite the

c-Bespiie A2 recent,
surge in survey ratings

of: '@@ésidegiﬁ_al ‘candidate -

Davao City Mayor Rodnige

-~ pulse Asia research director -
AnaMaria Tabunda noted the -

flusdity in the survey results of

“the presidential bets since the
‘start of election seasof. '

may affect his Aumbers.

. “We don’t know ho

‘Duterte in recent days and thi :

“supporters will ‘take it, es-

pecially the ones whohave:

‘ecently shifted” support, said’

Tabunda. “A Jot of things can”

cial Weather Stati

ons (SWS) -

. The t ugh-talking mayor '

A eral
Tarty candidate Manuel Roxas
Tiwithispercent
S TumtoPageld

1
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1 pre-clection surveys, there.
{5 a high tufriout-in; the first,

.2 Inthe March 29-April 3 Pulse
' Asia survey commissioned b

ABSCBN arid released on Tues-
* day, Duterte Jed with 30 percent,
~foliowed by Poe with 25 percent *
. Pinay and Roxas are statist~
cally tied for third place with .

tee voting (QAVY) for the May

the :Cé_mmis' o on -E_l_e(::ﬁo ns
(Comeled), o

_ Comelec

nos in he Midd]
d-Africa

vores 5o far at* attentior _
- be voters . also abroad, because the votes
" fromAsia Pacific with 13,081,
“Europe with 4,485 ‘and the.
Athericas and Canada with

‘wha cast their vote
14,453, followed by

~ High turnout in
. overseas voting
* While fluidity is observed -

e e

candidates went to campaign  we
i Hong Kong and Singapore
“and-this could be one of th
factors why many have al-"
ready cast their votes,” he”
added. T S

o their names could not

i “others were listed but were’

AUAEC i "ot able to vote in past two.
___:Ln_n-_also--admitte_d'_ that i

fhere were minor hitches such

as reports of vote counting
~(VCMs) bogging
* down, voters withde ctivated . P
* recordsequesting to voteand - i‘ai e becatee we
“feportsof cheating. . * .- et o
functioning VCMes and de-
“ployed 25 replacements for
 contingericy. The poll body
g t-up hotlines $0 ASSESTI L o L s

melec recalled the mal” i, yorers,” Lim explained.

ing spreading

- “There

Voting director fane Vales:

said the poll body is chedking.
. i‘éptjfté":’_ché’:tf;Sémé':--'fe'gistered"‘ :
overseas voters n Hong Kon
‘were uniable to vote:

' She said some woters

department to investigate 50

- be filed agaimst those who are:

" be able to surpass Ot
*'{he 50 percent mark
registered
“yoters,” Lim said in a press
o g MV U Feonference. . - e

three days of overseas absen-: e also said many Filipirio

2016 elections, according 0

not ‘able to vote be-- ma

> thei - credibility of the elections,” he
e found in the official list explained.. = . R
of registered votess, while 1. "Bk
“seriously and not be treated
“as a joking matter in social
“méedia,” Lim said, noting

efections 50 their registra- ms
: - those behind such activities

Conment.

- opening the floodgates to fly- . p
Cisure

- Regarding reports of cheat-
online, Lim'said -
itwas not :’ciljue_but_&e.f__oméléc At
: oa- it own watchers to prevent

tampering of ballots. .
o Th o truth to such’ -
- report so wie will ask the law

':-_%Hé_t'aiip”réprié{eldxafges can’ _' ibies]
; d : ho are: would not be tampered with. -
trying to spread false infor- .~

wewill
breach
of total
overseas absentee

signal that come May 9

overseas VOters are encours
“aged fo participate because of
the tight battle for the presi-

Comrmssmner . dency aswellas the Comelec’s
ot Lim id 32364 Flipi-

_digsemination of information
AboutOAV. . .

" “Because this is aclose.
fight among presidential can-

‘didates, it is but natural for
:rég’i’s’:’tére d Caﬂdl dates and “thelr; sup-
t number of those .

“porters to give their wimost
“sttention niot ‘only locally but

“from the more than onemillion

- Gverseas voters can affect the
yosults of the olections,” he
“explained. -

”Wehaveaverygoodnmn- L AS T yOU may-have ob-

ber and this is an indication 07

“served, all the presidential

and undermining the

o _"ElecﬁonS'.s}'{oﬁld be taken

off

be charged with election
¢ punishable by impris-

" The Comelec also put in
‘place security features to en-

wre the credibility of the OAV.
TLamsaid there are CCTV cam-
‘eras in the polling precincts
and each political party has

. Valesa said both the ballots
and the enivelopes being used '

“in fanual voting have serial

Fuimbers to ensure that these-

o~ With Mayen Jaymalin

v e

et s e
i
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By Julie S. Alipala,
~and Nikko Dizon . -

' ZAMBOANGA CITY-

* Jence on the slaughter of 18 Army soldiers
: 'byTAbu.Séyﬁf-banditS', President Aquino
flew to Edwin Andrews Air Base (EAAB)
yesterday and apologized to their families

demanding ‘an’ explanation for the worst

ukie S-Al!?aiﬁ;'lnéﬁiré?Mfﬁdanao Ll o . .
T - paign since the Marnasapano, massacre 15

After 'fo'ur days of st~ -

—

s

of dead, wounded soldiers

go&.rémmént loss in- the antiterrorist cam-

 monthsago.

-“He said, ‘Sorry” He said he was héré to
say sorry and to give assistance,” said Ros-

" 3linda Dominguez, aunt of Pfc. Doreen A=

purias, after the meeting with the Presi-
dent. R
P-NOY/ A5
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" Dominguez said raost of the
families whomet with Mn

Aquino in the base were seeking..
‘answers to why reinforcements ..
100k $0-longto rescue Toops: of ..

‘the 44th Infantry Battalion dis-
‘patched to track down kidnap-

‘pers holding two - Canadians /-

“and 'a'_ Norwegian for, a P1-bils

“lion ransom since last Septem- -

“ber afid __mreatgning_ ‘to-behead:

them. T e
. Tni'additioni to the 18 killed in

“the - ambush ' in- Tipo-Tipo __in' -

“Basilan, province actoss the

‘chanmel from Zamboanga, 50 .
“cording ‘to Peter Paul ‘Galvez,”
“spokesperson -of " the “Departs
ment of National Defense, who'
recounted to reporters the pri-
vaté meeﬂhg“with the farnibies”
ini the multipurpose hall-atthe

“soldiers were wounded in the
incident that happened on Sat- :
urday while the nation was cel-
ebrating the Day of Vator, com-

_memorating the heroism of sol- -
“diers ‘who fell Bataan and
“Corregidor at the . outset” of

SWorldWar L T
. Dominguez : said. the Presi--
“dent told them that the rescue

"came late because fighting was .

continuing: “Theyre still fight-

ing up to now,” she ‘quoted the |
- prasident as saying in Filipino. -, WO
 the operations in Basilan.

‘winicere apology” - MiAquino arrived-at’10 am.;

. The, wotnan said. she. accepted
M. AQuino’s “sins :

“time.

" “The Abu ‘Sayyaf has ._be.éﬁ

" our problem for the longest
They have brought suffer- -

ing to s¢ many Jives.. I want 10
-end this,” Mr Aquino said dur-

slajn soldiers. .

- #We are facing a war and our

Sdentadded. o
‘A family member asked the

"death toll in the encountey, ac-

‘base.

" Gen, Hérnando Ir1be1~r1, chief .

of staff of the Armed Forces of

the Philippines, replied for the "

President. He said- the military

was looking into the incident, -

but. that any. investigation

ing the meeting with the griev.
ing widows and relatives of the:

soldiers are the ones who are
fighting the enemies of ‘the
country. Our soldiers are those =
in the front lines who are geciit-
. ing peace in otr land,” the Pres- . i

77T dos were massacred in Mamas-
' apano, Magtindanao province,

President why there was 2 high ~on_a thissiori” to  take out

would have to wait until after. -
""dent came to “personally sym-

and proceeded to the wake of
Cpl. Rodelio Bangcairin in his
home in. Barangay -Ayala I
7amboanga. He then spent an
hour at Camp General Navarro
Hospital where he.spoke with

“the wounded soldiers. All the
President’s -engagements here
aweré off limits 1o journalists.
The President also did mot issue
'apublic statement: ¢ w0
M, Aguino was in Zamboan- .
“ga on Jan. 24, 2015, when 44

Special Action Force: comman-

Malaysian bomb maker Zulkifli

‘bify Hit, ‘alias Marwan, who was

killed in the operation. — ~
Galvez said the President
handed ‘to the families checks
frofnthe Armed Forces.
The President also told the

them to be specific in their re-
guests so that goverunent caln

_also respond to them quickly.

Maj. Gen. Gerardo Barrien-

_tos, commander of the Ist In-

fantry -Division, gcaid the Presi-

pathize” with the families. “He

“(roughly - about

families. that govermment was’
ready to help them, ‘but asked

P-Noy says sorry to families of dead, wounded soldiers

‘#lso came to pay tribute to the
widows of the soldiers and to
extend his help,” the general
said. L
Barrientos said the families
will each get p250,000 from the
Office of the President, a remu-
neration of ‘their base. pay
. P180,000);
P50,000 from the MBAI (Muta-

"'al -Benefit. Association: Incl;

P100,000 from the {nsurance
'and P80,000 as burial assis-

" tance.

“A team from the Presidential
Mapagement staff is talking @
the families, writing down their
other concerns and needs,” Bar-.
remntos said. :

After meeting with the sol-
diers’ families, Mr. Aquino had 2
brief working lunch at the EAAB
before he proceeded fO
Laguindingan in ‘Misamis Ori-

“gricdl province foria: ceremonial.
swirch oni '¢f & sitio -electifica-
Hon prografm.

The President then went to
Cagayan de Oro City to cam-
paign with administration stan-
dard-bearer Mar Roxas, vice
presidential candidate Leni Ro-
bredo, and their candidates for

'SENators. -
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¥ of he slam soidxers at the'
: & AAR Multj- Purpose ‘Hall but
ZAMBOANGA CITY - Pres details of their conversation
dent Aquino visited the wound- - were not made avaalabie to
ed soldiers confined in: two:----_.reporters o
military hosp:tals in this eity "Meanwhile, the Western
amidst the ongoing military ':_Mmdanaa ‘Command repm*ted
operations being. conducted . yesterday that they have re-
by the military against the corded several encounters
Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)in - with the fleeing ASG since
~TipoTipo where 18: soldiers... Monday in the forested areas
‘and 13 'ASG were Killed and-of Barangay Bagumdan'and‘
“several others were Wounded_.__'.' .Sﬁangkum in TIPDTIPU, Basx— _
from both sides. “riiad'provinee!
ThePr951dentalsoextended- s Ag this developed more
his condolences to the families © than 200 families living near
of two Army soldiers whowere - the area of hostilities fled fc_helr
among the fatalities in the en- .. homes Sunday for fear of their
counter. Upon arrival in this - safety and are now staymg
city yesterday morning, the . ‘in’‘some school bmldmgs and
o President went directly toithe © campusesin Tipo- “Tipo:
- ‘wake of Philippine Army £ Army Maj. elimon Tan; ",'
poral Rodelio Bancayrin in his - ‘spokesman ‘for the Western
house at the_vﬂlage_of Ayaia "..Mindanao, Command; said
. government | troops’ continued
© hunt the fleeing 'ASG and its
& ] leader, Furigi Indama, ‘who has
] '.proceeded to Camp '_-"beenreported_ wotunded and
ai'-Hﬂspita in serious eondltion now.
I 1ers he military operatwns
Yoin “Tipo will continue
- until after we can: account alt
] _ soldlers are . the. ‘ASG responmble for the
recupe" g . f_-:ambush of our sold1ers Tan
He aiso met Wlth the farm— G saxd A : .
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Aq umo_

PRESIDENT Bemgno Aqux«»
10" NI -on ' Wednesday. met
withirelatives-of soldiers who
diedin the battle with: Abu
Sayyaf extremists in Basi-

lan on April 1 and extended .

finarncial - assistance - to the
families of 18 soldlers kiiled
in action.

The Pre51dent planed m'

around 10 a.m. and immedi-
ately proceeded to the wake
‘of Cpli Rodelio Banigcairin'iii
Barangay Ayala; 16.50 kﬂom«
etérswest of City Hall!

- From .. Ayala,: -Président
Aguino motored to the Camp
-Navarro - General .. Hospital
of ‘the Western Mindanao
Command where 38 wound-
ed soldiers are st1l undergo-
ing treatment.

-~ Aquino pmceeded ta the-_

'.Edwm .Andrews' ‘Air. ‘Base
hosputal and visited the other
six wounded soldiers.

- The rest of the _woundéd

-soldiers - were ‘admitted .in
two-private hospitals ifi this

‘city wiile six at the Victori-
ano .Luna-General Hospital
in Quézon City.

o 1O

-their. families, ™

After the hospital wvisit,
Aquino met with the families
of the 18 -soldiers wha were

kitled durmg 1he: clash in
-Basilan province,

“He came here to person-

: ally pay respects to the slain

soldiers- and” condole with
I Maj.  Gen,
Gerardo. Barrientos,  Army’s

- Infantry. Division . com-

mander, said in an interview.

Barrientos said the finan-
¢idl assistance included the
following: . P250,000 from
the Office of the President;
P180,000..cash remunera-
tion {which is six times
of the soldier’s basic pay);

P50,000. from. the . Armed

Forces  of ‘the  Philippines
Mutual Benefit Association

-Inc, P80,000, ‘burial ex-

penses and, P100,000 from

“Philippine  Army Finance
Cénter. Producers Integrat‘

ed Cooperatwe

Page: ‘—&_’fl_
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Noy visits wounded soldiers in Zambo

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
AND VICTCR REYES

PRESIDENT Aquino flew to
Zamboanga City vesterday and
personally extended his con-
dolences to the families of 18
soldiers killed in clashes with
the Abu Sayvaf in Basilan over
the weekend.

Aguino first visited the wake
of Cpl. Rodelio Bangcairin in
Barangay Avala in the city and

talked with his family before
meeting with the 17 other fami-
lies at the Edwin Andrews Base.

Five of the 18 slain soldiers
have been buried while eight
were en route to their home-
towns.

Prior to the meeting, Aquinec
also visited 38 of the 53 soldiers
who were wounded in the
clashes, and are now confined
at the Camp Navarro General
Hospital inside the Western

NOY

o First Intantny Division coni-
nuader, sand i an intervicw
after the President’s meeting
that aguino Ininded nancial
dasisiunice o e famitics, and
fedssired them of the fnan-
iyl ard from the Office of the
President. the Phifippine arnn
Mutual Benelit Association s
License. and the Philippinge
Army Hinasice Conter Producers
Integrited Cooperutive: burial
assistance and scholarship
wrants, among others.

The militany is pursuing, the
Abu Savyal group thao the
treops cacountered in Tipo-
Tipo wown last Saturday. Last
Tuesday. the military started
sholling Abu savyal positions
i the wwn.

Yesterdav, three Abu Savyaf
men were reported killed in
fresh fighting with pursuing
troups. sald Maj. Filemon Tan,
spokesmuan of the military’s
Western Mindanao Command.

Pan suid the cocounier means

Mindanao Command in Zam-
boanga City.
Aquing also went to Edwin
Andrews Air Base Hospital
to meet six soldiers who are
confined there. The others are

- confined in private hospitals

in the Zamboanga City and
some others were flown to V.
Funa Hospital in Quezon City.
Maj. Gen. Gerardo Barrientos

" See NOY > Page B

covernment forces have not
Tost truck of the remmnants of the
Abu Savvaf,

He suid Torces from the Ammy's
To-+thy Brigade clashed with
undetermuted number of Abu
Savyal men at acound 1045 am.
in Barangay Baguindan, the same
hurangay where e fighting kst
saturday broke om. leaving 18
soldicrs and 53 others wounded,

The abu savvaf imtially had
five deud bt the fuality count
rosc to Za vesterday, inciud-
ing those from succeeding
fircfights.

Barrienios belied reports of s
raiture of wtelligence.

“This is war, my friend. You
cannol expocl nd sd giyera
walang casualties. Naghataon
na mavreoong casualties so you
cannot tind an army in the
world that will go to war with-
out castielties,” he said.

IS1S LEADER!

The Philippine Natienal Po-
lice said the police intelligence

comnmunity hus not vet estb
lished the presence of Istamic
state in Irag and Syrid terrovists
in the country amid reports
that Abu Sayyal leader Isnilon
Hapilon s the leader of the 1518
in the country,

Rohar Gunarata, described
#s 2 Singapore-based interna
tional terrorist expert, said
Hupilon was appointed 1sI3
leader in the couwntry last vew
after four groups unificd and
pledged alfegiance 1o Abu Baky
al-Baghidadi. leader of the terror
group lslamic sate.

several groups have been
Iinking themselyves 1o the i8ls
and other terror groups like the
Jemaah Islumials.

"No validated information
received by the PNP as 1o the
presence of ISIS in the country.
Qurintelligence units continue
to monitor and gather informa-
tion on threal groups operat-
ing especially in the Southern
Philippines.” said Chief Supt.
Wilben Mayor, PNP spokesman.
— Wieth Raymaond Afiica
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Lo The mo‘mhty of terror.
‘groups operating in'the south
- hias been cons’cramed and:
government ’croops would”
~eontinue 1o fun them down,-__

Malacafiang said yesterday.

. #The bandits have been”
“driven tothe rémote areas, by

‘the significant improvements
in infrastructure, aside from

gects Their capacity to
ins

it} fear and to commit’

x crimes has been greatly di-
minished. Hence, they are

cidential Communications

Operations Office Secretary :

Herminio Coloma Jr. sald in
+ a statement. -
- The military said govem—

 ment troops were closing in on-
“more than 60 Abu Sayyaf gun-
- men in Tipo-Tipo, Basilan fol-.
+ lowing last weekend's bloody

clashes that left 18 soldzers
- dead and 56 wounded. -

‘Troops killed three. Sus-— .
: pected Abu Sayyaf glnmen’.

- yesterday as sporadic firefights
‘resumed as governinert forces

“rlosed inon the extremmts in'
: -mveshgatlon into the inci-

'§ 'ﬁpo—Tipo

The’ mzhtary satd a total‘

? of 27 bandits were killed in
1 the clashes with government

{ troops since the ﬁghi:mg emp*‘— _

3 ed Saturday.
4 jMa] Fiiemon Tan }r, _des~

“the __im'pact of the - govern-.

: ment s-social development
and additional companies
'of strike forces have been

1gnated ground opera’cwn'
spokesman; -said the troops’
_are under ordets to cauhousiy S
“advance to the bandit group’s.
.'k_nown defensive positions.
- “The operation has been -
':'-ongomo and there is nio Jetup:
‘We are always careful in our
_advance becatise these rem-

nants are alre_ady in defensive
positions,” Tan said. :
About five battalions

dedicated in the offensive

“operation against the bandit
wgonstrainedto: operate W1thm
“agreatly reduced area where
- they-are tiow: being engaged-
by government troops,” Pres- -

“We are facmg
o awar
. President Aquine, on the

_ather hand, flew to Zambo-
" ‘anga City vesterday to condole
“with the fam1i1es of the 18
: fallen soichers ; -
Agquino also v1s1ted 36"
_Wounded at the Camp Na-
“varro General Hospital and
.-had a brief chat with each of .
' “dent told the families that the

’che soldiers.

- The President- assured ‘the
famﬂles of full government'__
-assistances and benefits.

He said there would be an

dent, accordmg to a m:htary

-ofﬁmal :

“However, ’che PreSIdent .
asked the families to allow the
. military to continue its opéra-"
tions against the Abu Sayyaf -~

before an'mveshga’don
- Awife of asoldier who was
among those killed in Basilan

.+ told -Aguino that she is volun-

teering her son to replace his

- slam fatherin the service.

" Aquino appreciatéd the

‘widow’s offer and said he sa-
'+ lutes such good mindset.

~ One of them ask&d why

~many were killed and wound-

ed, according to information
provided to the media.
AFP chief Gen. Hernando

Trriberi said this would be in-
sgroupled by Isnilon Hapilon vestigated .Hethen explained
and Furup Indama, who wasg

reportedly wounded:

“to the families that soldiers
;. are still in the battlefield and
“thus could not be interviwed
- orquestioned at the moment.

- Maj. Gen. Gerardo Bar-
rientos Jt., commander of the
Army’s 1st Infantry Division,

-said that despite the variotis

speculations surrounding the
¢ April 9 attack in Basilan, their
efforts were alsoappreci-
“ated by the families of those
‘wounded and killed.

- Barrieritos said the Presi-

military is at war with the Abu
Sayyaf -and their atrocities

~must end.

“We are facmv awar,” De-

_pattment of National Defense
' spokesman Peter Galvez also
quoted the President as tell-

ing the families of the slain
soldiers during their meeting.

~#"This-has been a probiem
for s0 long. Alot of lives have

By / AUREA CALICA
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been destroyed Iwant to flmsh . _
. families with an expression of

sympa

_t}us,” Aquino said.

. Barrientos also said the -
“war” would continue in hunts -
ing the bandits who were also -

holding hostages. Barrientos

stressed. the policy ‘remains.

_that they would niot negotiate
wﬁh_these hostage takers. . -

__'Were emotional bt

torecover and were appeased.

by the fact the military lead

-ership were attending’ to their

Base in Zamboanga Crty yesterday

President opened and ended

the dialoguze with the soldiers’

athy for their loss and
said he felt for them: - :
Galvezsaid Aqumﬂ also cit-
ed their bravery and gallantry
and their mission'was a major
s’fep in curbmg terrorism.:
Agquino.also detailed the

. benefits for them and other as-
- sistance that could be provided -
' - o _'Wou]d be inappropriate o

b hegovemm'n
' d the Pre: 1d_nt'

AndrewsAw_ ’ el
o del_'Clapaﬁo :

_ L1berat10n Front (MILF) Whose

no-MILF fighters were in-
wolved in the operation, say»
“ing the Muslim rebel group

tigation would come but they
would have to focus first on

the operations against Abu
Sayyaf and the welfare of the
families left behind by
“soldiers killed last Saturday.

the

He said the investigation

-was standard operating pro-
-‘cedure and every incident
. was being looked into by the
' m111tary s Board of Inquiry..»

~Coloma earlier said ;at

conduct an investigation itito

“ the killing of the 18 soldiers
. ‘amid ‘the ongoing military
-operatto:ns against the bandat

- group

" Rebel mtegrees
: _AFP spokesman Brig. G

'_Resﬁtu’s'o Padilla said the mil
‘tary ‘has'coordinated its op-

erations with the Moro Islamic

: g
Padﬂla gave assurance ’cha’f

withdrew their forces to allow

“the m111tary to pursue the Abu
/. Sayyaf.-

g Government peace panel

~chair:Miriam Coronel Ferrer

lauded the military ‘and the
MILF for coordinating efforts

-against the Abu Sayyaf un-
‘der'the .ceasefire agreement
‘mechanisms. -

_ With Jaime
Laude, Roel Parefio, Jose Ro-

1
LAt
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e Symp thaze_
o Ahu Sayyaf group: ArTe Tow. resorting

ito diversionary tactics, expiodmg
: asuspected 1mpruv1sed explosxve
" davice (IED) at avideoke housein” -

'Lamltan City, Badilan Taesday night.

Semor Insp,. Gean Gallardo,

: Lamman City police.chief, said that '

;the: ez_cploswn erupted at around

- 10:30 puiat a v1deoke house in, -

' . Bara.ngaif Kulav Bato:

-:- “po eged 1B

the' “explosion but part. of the
: _vsdeoke honse was damaged the..
- official added:

Gallardo tagged the 80 callecl :
_-auxxhax;y nrban:terroxist -group -
1dent1fled w;th the Abu Sayvaf as-

' 'was “to divert attention because'-':

: there is mngomg operatwn

of the ierrorist:

“The.-saad expiosmn occufred-

i were killéd after d 10-hour clash
on ‘the videoke Hotise ownedbya Ismlon Hapiloti and Furuji Tndama.
- -gertain Nelly Gardo;” sald ‘Gallardos
' “No person was harmed after -

-terronsts including Moroccan
.. Mohammad Khattab, were killed .
while around 20 others were !

~ Abu su porters resoﬂ

rdo saxd that the'

: _explos;on site wasfar from the
ongoing military’ operatmns ‘in
Tipo T1po hut by launching such

-a’stack thetefr orlsts can really
get- attentlon o

“They want the trnops
operatmg in Tipo Tipo to ’ne

" diverted;” said Gallardo.

~However, Gallardo said that the
Basxlan ‘provincial police office
'munediatelv deployed augmentatmn
trocps to Lamitan ity

“Lagt Saturday, 18 Army troops

witl:Abu ‘Sayyaf group,. 1ed by
- Fiftythree-other govemment.

troopswerewounded :
On the other hand, 24

wounded. Indama was reportedly

4T00Ng those critically wounded. -

As.of yesterday, focused military

o -operations are ‘&till continuing in
the outskirts of BamngayBagumdan

in Tipo Tipo.
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long Benigno Aquino ifi:
pamilya:ng 18 sundato na
nasawi sa labanan sa Tipo-
Tipo, Basilan ‘noong na:
karaang Sabads, Abrit §
.~ Subaltt, bago #o'ay bink

ta naman nf Pangulong Aqi- -
no'dng 'mga'-sugatér_ig.is_tmda-'_ ! ? i
“Magdatam at Pyt George

o §&-Camp Navarg Genaral

Haospital - -WESTMENCQM,_

Zamboanga Gity:

- Ang mga pasyente sq
Ward Net ay éina 55g. Ar-
nel Macasling; SSd. Victor ;
- Tipo-Tipo: Basilaj;

Montalbo; PFC Rhandy San-

liago;: PFC Emesto Marzar. -

PFC "Alvin~ Alarcon: Cpt.
Ryan Rey Ladiero: 88q. Do-
minge Cuarssma: Sgt. Fran.

ciseo Baguhwan; PRG -Aliar::
Eritera;”Sgt. Eddreinier JJolgs- -

“mad; Cpl. Taha Misuan; Sq1..
Remmel Pargas: 85g. Ger-

zon Porice; :PFC. Brian ‘Ca-
nonigo; Sgt. Rofand Osman;:
Cpl. Dahrel ‘Labarda; PFOEr
win Marquez; Cpl. Anderson

Sicat; Cpl. Martiniano Sabumi

do Jr; PFC. fan Magsayo::
Sqt. Erico;Pagunawan;-_Cﬁ
Rio Ancajss at PFC.Roberio
Dug.co e o

Adian; P
" arvel Peréz; Pt, Benhur Anog;

Mard No.2 naman ay
aroonein Nrfamirl
ulpi; Col PECY

‘Cpl: Bitan: Garcenila; Cpl:Bey

- Jaj Mokammad: Sgt. duifrad
- thno! PFG; ‘Ruzie Lloyd Kin-
o dan; {.:_pll.Kullam“_-Saribban;

PEG.Daniel :Remagag; -PFC,
Jodmar Morters; Pvt. Richard

Sumile. T ]
.. Samantala, umahot naman
52 22 ang ‘bitang ng mga rnj-

~ yembro ng-Abu Sayya Group

Na nasawi vin'sa labanan sa

. Ayon'kay Amed Forees
-of the Philippines spokestar
Brig. Gen. Restituie Padifla,

~kabilang sa mga Tapaslang

ang anakng ASG leader na's
“Ubaida Hapilon ‘at ang Morog.
:can hational-na hagiuti sa
‘Pagdgaws ng iniprovised -ex.

plosivé devised na s Moham-
mad Khattab -~ .
ipinaliwanag i Gen. Pa-

* sa lugar na nakasagupa ng
- Adihinfaltry Battalion, U

Pahina.
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2 kidnapped
sawmill workers:
- beheaded

" LANAO DEL SUR — The .
remains of twe of six saw-
mill workers XKidnapped by
_suspected militants in Butig,
Lanao del Sur last week were
recovered yesterday.... -

“Police found the headless
badies of siblings Salvador and

. Jaymart Janobas in Barangay
Bayabao, said Col. Roseller Mu-
rillg, commander of the Army’s
103rd Infantry Brigade.

“Their severed heads were
found in another spot,” Mu-
rillo said. _

Four other sawmill opera-
tors — Julieto Janobas, Alfredo
Anoos,:Gabriel.Permites.and.
‘Adores Merndez — were e~
leased upon the intercession of
local officials early this week.

i The kidnappers were led by
the Maute brotl}iers, who report-
edly have links with the regional
terror group Jemaah Islamiyah.
They reportedly demanded
a P20-million ransom for the
release-of the beheaded victims.

“"John Unson, Jaime Laude
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_.2 hasmges
beheaded mf; |
Lanao Sur

: ISLAMIST extrem.zsts that want |
o ally with Islamic State ISy i
hadists have beheaded two local
: hostages police said yesterday .
= police Tecovered the. decap1—-‘
tated corpses of the two'men on
.Tuesday, nine days “after, they
were taken, said the pohce chlef

of Lanac del Sur -
- “galvador Hanobas and Ji emark-
Hanobas were beheaded by their

: abdur:tors " Senior Stipt. Rustom

* Duran told” teporters hy teles
phone. “Locals brought the heads

and the torsos to the mayoes of-
fice.” Tt was unclear if the wo Vit
tims were telated. - -

.. Duran said the lidn: ppers be-
longed to an Islamic group that =
battled govennnent forces for a
‘week in February, leaving three -
soldiers dead and forcing 20, 000
pecple to flee their homes.

Police found black flagsiden-
tical to those flown by IS ji-
hadists in Iraq and Syriain the

fighters’ hideout in the remote

: 'Mmdanao town of Butig. L

5o abducted six Workers atalo-
-¢al 'sawmmill on April 4, accusing
them of being military inform-
ers. Fourwere freed unharmed
o Monday.
. News of the beheadmgs came
afrer the Abu Sayyaf, another Is-
lamic militant group, released a
* rétired fralian priest held hostage
_ for six months last week. - '
. A major ‘Hrefight broke out in
" Basilan on Friday, leaving 18 sol:’
“dieré.and more than twWo, dozen
" Abu Sayyaf gunmen dead. :
‘The military said- skmmshes '
were still continuing with Abu
. Sayyaf fighters on ‘Wednesday,
-and the toll of dead 1ebels had

t
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIR! m;ﬂ;gjgs ihose Killed were 2 Hlcom = Telno. (02) 845:9855 Locel: 525, 5265

- Moroccan: bomb exp
Army Core PUrpOs Moharmmad Khattab.

1p Securing the land.

’\(/




- . A}T' o ety wm

S " i

. e Ao
gone (G2 LAd-BL KE:ongt Lo

e i e s

e o e 1R o 1 aa pacpe.army 203 my:mdl son - Ternc

T4 mEMy CHIER P JBUID AFFAIRS - Ermar ﬁ___, arm 4n -

. 2 w5 *M%W &

P e e T ;;;1:‘
M ppril 2016

..’V"

ARILA: BULLETIR

2 hestages
beheaded
by mpycat
jihadists

i COTABATO CITY = The mﬂ:tary
yesterday conﬁrmed that two of the six~
sawmill workers held hostagein Butig, -
‘Lanao del Sur were beheaded by Iocal :
gxhachst militants on- Monday:: :
“Col; Mariolo'Sarnarita; deputy com-'
mander of the Marawi City- based
103rd Infantry Brigade, said the bodies
and severed heads of Salvador “Tade™
Hanobas and Makol “Macky” Hanobas
were. recovered on 'Iuesday S
- ‘Samarita said there was tio nnmedl-
ate reasons wiy the Hanobases were
beheaded by their captors
« Buteivilian sources said the captersﬁ-
callmg themselves soldiers of Dawlah
Islamiyah, which is frying to minie
international jihadist ‘group Is!anuc
“State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in Lanao
del Su, resorted to the “inhumane”
option allegedly after the government
did not release a 13- year—oid comrade
.named Ayman. :
~Ayman was ailegedly arrested by_
'state roops: following their: capture :
of the local jihadists’ fortress i in Butig:
after eight days of fierce fight with the
extremist guemilas iast February (AH
G Maeabalang) -
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

HERO18 Il Army Dragon Warriors offer wins
to Basilan troopers

Photo from Phit Army Dragon Boat Team FB Page

FORT BONIFACIO, Taguig City — The Philippine Army Dragon Boat Team, also known as the Army
Dragon Warriors, offered their four golds and a silver medal won in the 10th International Dragon Boat
Federation ({DBF) World Ciub Crews Championships to the Army soldiers who died in Basilan.
“‘We are dedicating our win to our felfow soldiers who offered the ultimate sacrifice in Basilan,” said Staff
Sgt. Usman Anterola, Team Captain of the Philippine Army Dragon Boat Team ~ Mighty Sporis.
Lt. Gen. Eduardo M Afio, Commanding General of the Philippine Army, commended the team for proving
once again that Army soldier-athletes are world-ciass.
“The whole country is very proud of you, but most especially the Philippine Army.” said Lt Gen Afo.
‘Aithough meron tayong labanang nagaganap ngayon sa Basilan, your win Australia will bring up the
morale of our troops. Congratulations from the bottom of our hearts. Keep up the good work,”
The team, composed of 26 members, won the gold medal in the 2,000-meter Men’s Smatl Boat, 500-
meter Mixed Small Boat, 200-meter Mixed Small Boat, and 200-meter Men’s Small Boat; while winning
the silver medal in the 500-meter Men's Small Boat.

The Philippine Army fielded female soldier-athletes to participate in mixed events in this years world
championships.

For Cpt. Francis Mirabelle T Samson, who has been with the Philippine Army Dragon Boat Team for
three years now, the 10th [DBF Club Crews Championships was her first internationat competition.

‘It is an honor to be part of a world-class Army team,” said Samson. “We are very happy fo win the golds
and bring honor to the Philippines.”

www.dwdd.com
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Army commits anew to peaceful, orderly May 9 polis
From the Philippine News Agency (Apr 13): Army commils anew to peaceful, orderly May 8 polls

The Philippine Army in Samar province reiterated their stand to stay non-partisan this election
season while ensuring peaceful and orderly polls in remote communities.

Col. Perfecto Rimando, the Army’s 801st brinade commander based in Hinabangan,Samar said
that they recently initiated a peace covenant among candidates in the province as part of soldiet’s
effort for clean and honest elections.

“Being your Army in Samar province, we will do cur mandated task for this political exercise fo
ensure orderly and peaceful elections. We will abide all the requlations set forth by Commission
on Elections as a deputized law enforcement agency.” Rimando said.

The army official told candidates during the signing of peace covenant on Monday that soldiers will remain
apofitical and commitied o ensure the safety of candidates and help civilians freely exercise their political

rights.

“We are here to protect the voting public so that they will cast their votes without intimidation on May 8,
2016,” Rimando added,

The Army have been stepping up their watch against rebeis and private armies, whose strength
may be used by politicians to threat voters.

The Army-initiated peace covenant signing is backed Comelec, Calbayog Diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church, Department of the interior and Local Government, the Philippine National Police,
and the Parish Pastoral Council for Responsibie Voting.

Samar is the only province in Eastern Visayas that is under the election waichlist area of the poli
body.

Running for top provincial position are incumbent Samar Gov. Sharee Ann Tan-de los Santoswho is
seeking re-election for third term under Nacionalista Party.

Her opponent is former military intefiigence officer Emil Soza of the ruling Liberal Party.

Both candidates were present at the peace covenant signing. This is the first time that they were seen
together in a same event since they filed their candidacy.

Other candidates who attended the peace covenant signing were Vice-Governor Stephen Jameas Tan,
younger brother of Gov. Tan and their mother, Samar 2nd district representative Milagrosa Tan.

Congressional bets in the 1st district Edgar Sarmiente and Calbayog City Councilor Raymund Uy were
also present during the peace pact signing

Bishop Isabelo Abarquez urged the military and police to be the guardian of peace, adheres allegiance to
flag and people and defend the fife of the citizenry.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“Credible election will create a credible government,” Abarquez added.

http:/iwww, pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=2&sid=&nid=2&1d=875868

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE Il Army releases
Php 3.2 million for soldiers killed in Basilan

Lui April 13, 2016 0 Comment

FORT BONIFAGIO, Taguig City — The Philippine Army releases the Special Financial Assistance (SFA)
to the families of the 18 soldiers who were killed in the recent encounter in Tipo Tipe, Basilan province.
The Army has released a total of Php 3,289,254 .50 to be given personally to the bereaved families of the
slain troopers according to Col. Benjamin L. Hao, chief of the Army public affairs office.

“The SFA of the Philippine Army is computed based on their (18 soldiers) individuat monthly earnings.
This is an immediate monetary assistance which will be given to a soldier who were killed or died in line of
duty,” said Hao.

“Based on the service records of the 18 soldiers, the family of the late 1Lt. Remigic B. Lecenia, an Army
officer killed in the encountier will receive Php 282,303.95, while the family of late Private First Class Done
Mark Gi A. Saldivar, the most junior personnel wilt receive Php 145,074.10,” Hao added.

Other assistance to be received by the families of the slain soldiers inciudes Php 50,000 cash from the
AFP Mutual Benefits Association, Inc. (AFPMBAIY}, Php 100,000 cash from the Philippine Army Finance
Center Producers Integrated Cooperative (PAFCPIC}), Php 80,000 funeral services support; and

scholarship grants to their children.
Meanwhile, the Philippine Army expressed its sympathy and condoiences to the families of the slain

soldiers and gave its assurance to continue to provide necessary assistance.

The Army will also give full military honors especially funeral honors, vigil, arrival and departure honors to

the slain soldiers.
“Appropriate military honors is the least the Army can do for the men who fought gallantry for the country”,

said Hao.

www.dwdd.com
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VISITING THE TROOPS — President Aquino visits .a wounded soldier at the Camp

avarro GeneralHospital Wednesday in Zamboanga Cily, The soldier was among those
‘wounded after a fierce 10hour encounter betweeh the military and the Abu Sayyaf
Group In Yipo-Tipo, Basilan fast Aprii 9. Story on page 4. (Malacanang Photo)
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By JAIME LAUDE

Five American servicemen participating in this
vear's Balikalan joint exercises are facing a probe for
figuring in a brawl at a girlie bar in Puerto Princesa
City lasl April 2.

Capt. Alex Lim. Balikatan spokesman for the US,
said the US servicemen gotinvolved in a brawl with
three policemen, one of them the deputy commander
of the Puerte Princesa police.

Lim said the five American servicernen would face
mvestigation by their mother unil after the conclu-
sion of the joint exercise.

“Anv potential misconduct of US service members
is complelely unacceptable and not compatible with
US mililary standards. Appropriate actions, which
will be at their command’s discretion, will be taken
at their home stations,” Lim said.

Lim did not identifv the five Americans involved
in the brawl, but the Filipino policemen were identi-
fied with the group of Superintendent Ariel Celino.

The Americans figured in a melee with Celino
and his men at Club 54, a girlie bar in Puerto Prin-
cesa City.

Philippine National Police (PNF) spokesman
Chief Superintendent Wilben Mavor said Celino and
his colleagues, Sr. Insp. Winner Paguio and SPQ2
limmy Dalumpines, have been relieved and will face
investigation over the incident.

The three policemen reportedly introduced
themselves in the bar as part of ongoing anti-drug
surveitlance operations.

The incident was kept under wraps until a video
was uploaded to social media and went viral.

The video showed an unnamed American service-
man tapping the bottle of beer he was holding on the
beer of one of the Palawan policemen, who appeared
to be asleep at another table.

This apparently angered another policeman, wha
confronted the American,

At the height of the confrontation, another po-

liceman entered the scene and punched one of the
American servicemen.

The uploaded video also showed that one of the
Americans moved closer and disarmed onre of the
policemen of his service pistol before he 1vas able
to draw it.

Capt. Celeste Frank Savson, Balikatan spokesman
for the Philippines, sajd no Filipino soldicrs were
involved in the brawl. He was informed about the
incident by his US counterpart.

FAS0 jets join live drifl

In the Balikatan excrcises, the Philippine Air Foree
will showcase its newly purchased FAS) Aahter ot
during today’s live fire drill al the Crow Valley firing
and gunnery range in Capas, Tarlac.

“The two FAR(s ‘Fighting Eagles,” aside from othor
air and ground assets, will be participating in the joint
air and ground maneuvers,” Savson <aid.

Savson could net sayv if the two FASOs would fire
their weapons during the exercise.

On the other hand, the US Marines would be firin £
High Mobility Artillers Rocket Svstems (HIMARS)
today, marking the culmination of the 15-dav joint
military drill.

Savson said static targets, representin gentrenched
enemy troops, would be engaged in todayv’s course
of joint mock military maneuvers,

The other day. combined Filipino and US service-
men stormed the beaches of Antique in a mock as-
sault to retake the province from foreign invaders.

Seyson said US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter
is Tikely to attend the five fire drill in Capas. How-
ever, Carter would not he attending the exercises al
Crow Valley as he weuld be paving a courtesy call
on President Aquino at Malacafiang today.

Carter arrived in Manila last night to observe the
Baiikatan exercises.

- With jennifer Rendon, Rudy Santos
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The U{iteﬁ States is ramping up its
museleflgxing against China amid the

“South China Sea conflict as it plansto .

test fire 4 long-range missile system
during tie Balikatan joint exercises
_betweenPhilippines and American
;&nﬁitary,fbrceg that will be witnessed
by US Deense Secretary Ashton Carter,
the Newﬁar&ﬂmes (N¥T) reported.

 to test fire

The N¥T'report said joint military
exercises this week and the arrival of
Carter this week will allow the two
countries to show off thejr cozy
relations and will include events rich in
“military symbolism.”

NYT said Carter is scheduled to
observe the firing of a longrange missile
system, one that could cover all the

Philippines’ maritime
claims in the South Ching
Sea if needed, though the
United States has not
confirmed that the missiles

- will be deployed here,
“Analysis say the
resurrected American
presence here could tilt
the balance of power in
this part of the South

China Sea,” it added.
Carter said last week
that the iUnited States
would also provide about
$40 million in military aid
to the Philippines to be
used in part to improve
the country’s patrol
vessels, as well as to
operate unmanned
surveillance blimps that
can watch over the islands
controlled by the
Philippines in the South
China Sea, the NYTadded,
An Armed Forces of
Turn fo page 3
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UStroopsto
“have: access
tol more

“Manila announced thls year 1t":"_
would allow LS forces 16 use five
“of its installations; including an air
base'close'to the West Phﬂzppme Sea :
: (South China Sea}. .

“.The’ agreement that went in force ;
inJanuary aifns to strengthen the -
Philippines’ defenswe capabllmes

+ amid 4 fense maritime dispute. wﬂh-;_._.
+China, whﬂe heipmgt i :
_pivot more of its forces towaxd Asxa _
- “They will be more, these are jist -
thefive initial sites for fotational pres-
_ence’ of US troops, Carter told report-
ers on his ﬁlght to Manila from India.
.. "The agreement prowdes for more
:sptes in the futﬂre," he sa1 e

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIF

Army Core Purpose: Serving e people. Securng t




5rioE

o
L

Lrmy Viston By P02

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: vatpe.army2ii 2@gmall.com ~ Tel no. (02} 845-2555 Local: 5288, 5208

CAMPS FROM A1

US troops to have access to more camps

fime how many more P}nhppme__ : : pzed by Chma inthe 19905 desplte'_' nam, Taiwan and the thhppmes
ml];tary bases would be opened'_'. . angry protests by the Philippines.. . - Beijinghasin recent months been
: : . US forces will also gain access to _-asserting its claim by occupying
asa air base, about 330 kilome- - 'morereefs and outcrops in these wa-
'ters'from Scazborough (Panatag) - ters, and: buﬂdlng artificial lsIands R
Shoal which - was. OCCUpled by
e 'Chmese vessels 1 2012, a ma;ér_ ;_ 'Ihe Ph1hppmes haswarned the

'_see what else and Where elsa i army Hammg camp with its own Chiriese’ activity could be a prelude
mgmhcam v he added. . airstrip in the north, and two aff to Bel}mg declaring an air defense

“The five’ aheady appro ed bases in the central and southerni . zone in‘the area: =~

Manﬂa clude the Antonio Bau—_. islands of the archipelago. . e Washmgton does nottake sides
“tista air ‘base on' the western . “China cIa;ms virtually all the . in the termitorial disputes, but has
?hxllppzne 1siand of Pa}awan, "s“{rategzc and resotrces-rich South . warned against attempts to disrupt
which is just 300 k:lometers east"_.: China Sea despite conflicting partial.. _freedom of navigation in interna-

ofMlschzefReef an outcmp occu- '_dalms by Brunel, Malaysm, V1et~ "':'uonal watess. AFP
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Pinoy cops,

By Francasco Tuyay

THE Phﬂlppme National Police g
on Wednesday relieved three"}_'_
of its personiel who figured in -
"“fnan being hit by an American

A scufﬂe thh four: Amencan

-servicemen; - who'are taking "

“part inthe ongoing Phlhppln’e— %
US Balikatasi-exercise, inside 47

-nightspot:in- Puert¢ Princesa

:Clty last Saturday.

PNP spokesman. Cl:uef Supt.'-

W1Ib¢__3n Mayor said ‘the three
cops could face sumimary dis-
missal proceedings. . .

.The policemen_ were: identi- -
fied as Supt Ariel Celino; depu-
ty police chief of Puerto Princ-

esa City, Senior Insp. Winner

Paguia, City police spokesman-

tThe

US soldiers figure in barroom brawi

“and $PO2 Jimmy Daliimpines.

A videotape of the incident
was posted over  social net-

ral showing a Filipino police-

soldier by a bottle of beer af-

‘ter the’ latter was irked at the
cops™apparent improper acts. .

~The incident sparked ten-
- §ion after another policeman, 7. .

-who was displeased- . at . the
‘acts of .the .American sol-
dier, stood up drawing other

- US soldier’s attention. This

prompted the policemen to
draw their guns and auned
at the foreigners.

Thie bar’s owner and his
employees tried to defuse the

working sites and became vi--

mand’s" discretion;

tension but failed and the in-
cident escalated into a brawl
between' -American -soldiers

‘and Filipirio policemen. The

Americans left the mghtspot

~after the incident.”

LA ATEY mﬂltary off1c1ai

~'meanwhile said that appropri-
ate action would bé imposed

on the four US servicemen.

- “Appropriate ** actions,
which -will be at their com-
will be
taken at their home stations.

_US military personnel appre- -

ciate the opportunity to expe-

rience the local culture while
‘training in the Philippines
“and are expected to abide by

an established liberty policy

.duct very seriously,”
_official said.

at all times while doing so”
he added.

“The US military demands
high standards of conduct
from service members at all
times and takes all incidents
involving potential miscon-
“the US

Capt. Celeste Frank Say-
son, Balikatan spokesman for
the Philippine side, said that
those involved in the alterca-
tion settled their differences
and no complaint was filed.

Around 5,000 US service-
mexn are currently participat-
ing in the Balikatan exercise
being held in various parts of
the country.
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apita! of Antique
2nd Ballkatan o joint }\Tmed

aretakmg ‘partinihe
‘Armed Forces mllitary exercises

unifor

UFFECF CiF THE F\RMY CHIEF PUBL!C AF;’:AiR

mlhg Coe

Ul

§ - Email add: oacpa.army2072@gmat.com - Tel no. {02} 645-8555 Local: §

5785 £24b

Ohe Lelving e PEOPIE SECUTNY the tani

41




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

5285, 5285

02) 845-2555 Lotal

A

Lcom~Telno

it

army2012@gmal

~ Email add: oacpa,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

OFFIC




o

. ~ e
T Vigisr By 2026

& WINIS-CIass Lrmiy the:

&2 SILIDE DT T ELLY

ST

Tei no. (02) B45-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ematt add: cacpa.army2012@gmaii.com -

M April 2018

“DEFENSE ofﬁmals
. Philippines. and. Vietnam . will

“‘niess -intensifies with ‘&’ rap;.d

buﬂdup of man-made islands in

pratly archxpelago

“ tetving end of a rénewed charm

'.joffenswe by the United States,
“which is holdmg joint :mhtaryﬁ-_-
- :_exermses in:the; Philippines to

be attended this week by US De-
fense Secretary Ash Carter -

nam’s vice defense m;mster

Nguyen Chi Vinh, and Honorio
_Azcueta, the Phﬁlppme under-
secretary of defense, is sched.
uled for Thursddy and comes as -~

‘the Permanent Cotrt of Arbiira-

tion in The Hague nears a deci-
sion in an arbitration case Jodged
by the Philippines questioning -

from the B

_meet ﬂus_week to EXplOre poss1— _

. which' Taiwan,’

"'tWeen the two Southeast Asxan_ au
: -counmes a5 China’s assemve- :

zh states are. also oi- the Te-

China’s massive territorial daims :

in the South China Sea region.

“dent’ China’s clan'n to 90 percent
“of the South China Sed, parts of

‘Brutiel also claim. :
Viemam and the Phllzppmes
'would disetiss patrolsand exer-
-cises, but‘a deéal this Week was",

unlikely, a: senior nnlitary ofﬁ- 5
. cial told Reuters. . -

Initialtalks
“These .are-.

sions,” he said. “These may take:
“time butwe Woulci like to move3-
'to the nextlavel”: i -
. The ;official spoke on cond1~
tion of anonymity because he’
was not authonzed to speak to

epartment sotirce in Manila,
Vietnam and the Philippines
agreed on a strategic. partner-
‘'ship in November to boost secu-
rity relations as China expands

terway and deploys military
equipment in the Spratly and
“Paracel islands.” .

I Their closer tes mark a bold”

- The rulmg in the case, Whlch-
Ft Ui

M_al’ y31a and .'

initial d1scus— :

jts presencein the strategic wa-

step in a region where China’s
egonomic-influence -has. made .

some countries reluctant to take
& ‘joint ‘stand agamst 1ts mar-
_itime maneuveting::

* The South China Sea Wﬂi ﬁg-
ure in the talks between the two
couritries, as.will bilateral ex-
. changes;: infofmation-sharing,
_military logistics and defense
technoio gy, the Sotrees said.

th tour: . Philippine

Page: /}f

bases, including a major naval
facility. Vietnam’s state media

has not reported the visit.

Two Vietnamese - frigates
made port calls to Manila in
2014 and a Philippine warship
may do the same in V;etnam
this June.

- Troops from both sides have

_piayed sports together twice
_sinee 2014 on disputed islands

they oCCupy.
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On Monday, Foreign Affairs Almendras, who ended 2
Secretary. Jose Rene endras | two-day. visit-to the ity -state
was the first foreign dignitary t0 yesterday, held talks with Prime
e mow priie mine Minister Lee Hsien Loong and

“'his counterpart Foreign Minis-
e e i ter_\/‘ivian-B_alaldishna_Iz. e
-Resolvelssues ... = o .“Both sides agreed that in-dis-
7 Meanwhile, the Philippines . cussing and resolving regional
~and Singapore ‘have agreed. to - 18SUES, including the South Chi-

wexhaust “all - miltilateral ap-- na ‘Sea/West Philippine” Sea,

‘proaches, - mainiy ‘throtigh the " Aseans solidarity; ~unity and

* Aséociation ‘of Southeast Asian ‘centrality i fundamental asitis
‘Nations, to resolve the issues vitaly” cnid a statement issued
‘surrounding the South China: yesterday by the Department of
Sea during a visit to' Singapore Foreign Affairs. Reutets with
this week by Almendras. Estrella Torres e

- meetViemam SHEW PR E:
ister, Nguyen Xuan Phuc. -
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Frompage 1 .. ... personnel Unlike other civil three 1o four years period
‘e servants, military and uniformed  following its deactivation.

-personnel do not contribute -~ Ttsbook value now is P16 billien
Fémitims to a pension: fund. -comparedtoits liabilities of P12
oldiers ‘and policemen retire - billion. S
rlier at’the age Wi il. . The P12 billion is the pension
- fund contribution, including the six.

~'percent interest per year that .
RSBS.is going to pay out to ali
CneTnbBrS. o e
“i Pugsuant tothe Hquidation'of,
AFP-RSBS! = assets; the.
“remorandum approved the-

.. 5The GGG (Governance -
Cominission for GOCCs) finds the
abolition of AFP-RSBS to be th
best interest of the State in order
to Tmprove national productivity

- and reduce insffective- and

_inefficiant -spending :of public

funds;" it stressed
.+ The governm
- multiple pension packages for { :
military” and other aniformed = refiL

| of AFP:RSBS may aveil thel
- Se’piaraﬁ_bnftien’efits in gdditiorito
fetirement or separation benefits -

DQUENET. - gllowed under existinglaws.. - %
“Services Inc: (SUMSI). " sl due, and ~© To implement abolition, the®

“The AFP-R3BS Boar

membership GCG shall be assisted by as
S “Technical Working Group?
Ly ashr composed of representatives from:
i) wstaie © the Departments of National:
suntry elub Defense, Finance and Budget andy-
ersonal  Management; Priv atizationy’
o Managément Office; AFP-RSBS:
i pevsomniel < and AFP PR

: loanpm e

rop

L ATfeTed f

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel ne. {02) 8458555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

gl




Army Vision: By 2028, & world-Class Army that js & source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@

gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02) 845-8355 Local: 5285, 5295

H April 2016
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Pushing

HE predictable aggressive stance of Malacafiang to pursue

and finish off the Abu Sayaf bandits in Basilan after the

deaths of 18 soldiers meant only - and God forbid - that more
fatalities on the govemment side will sutely follow.

Afrer meeting with defense and security officials last Sunday
evening President Aquino ordered ne letup in the milisary campaign
as if he has not learned anything from the dysfunctional war cries of
his predecessors GMA and Erap. _

Aquino echoed what the public had wanted to hear and livde of
what the military and intelligence officials had needed to at least
prodently reditect their strategic and tactical dilemmas against the
well-equipped and well-positioned insurgents. At the same time he
had pushed the milizary leadership to try to reverse the huge news
fallout of battle deaths with an equially devastating blow to the enemy
and layered with saucy propaganda that the povernment and military
have seized the upper hand in: the on-going conflict.

A show of presidendal bravade can only add undue pressure to
ground commanders whose operations should not be subject to
prompt “accomplishment” reports to mainly please their Command-
er-In-Chief. Nowhete in Malacafiang’s statements indicated the
President had agonized over firing off renewed orders to send offic-
ers and soldiers to their deaths. Four days after the Basilan firefight
it seems that he continues to struggle against himself on whether
to provide a simple trbute for the fallen, an unbroken apathy not
only for the cause of the brave and selfless in the military but also
for the vicdms of natural disasters. Ramon Magsaysay would rather
take regular chopper rides to join the then constabulary and military
forces in their relentless campaign against the Huks until their back
was broken. Some photos taken of the legendary “Guy” showed him
helping carry stretchers of the wounded and injured from the fields
of battle, Manuel Quezon shook off any regard for self and his presi-
dency at Bataan. He was decided on joining the “bravest of them all”
ungl the end prompting Gen. Douglas MacArthur to threaten him
with arrest if he still refused to leave with him for Australia,

- -~

AFP chief of staff General Hemmando Triberri and Lietense Sec-
retary Voltaire Gazmin should pay freguent visits to the maimed
and setiously injured at the “Heroes Wazd” of the V Lunz Memo-
rial General Hospital. Most of them could not actively take part in
combat operations and would be sidelined 1o office work which they
found meaningless. Raring to do battle again and seemingly more
fired up due 1o the deaths of several comrades, many find themselves
occupied with thoughts of death and destruction in a new hght. It
seems sufficient for Malacadang and senior security officials that the
patients in the special ward have been getting excellent hospital care
and attention. But, to make regular visits there has seemed our of

" the question. They would not allow the soldiers to “bref” them on

- how to improve actual ground operations and minimize casualtes

and injuries in combat. It could not be denied something had gone
wrong even before the Basilan bloodbath. Iribern has just relieved
the commanders of the Joiat Task Group Sulun and Tawi-Tawi for
their reported failure to break the capability of the ASG who eve-
ryone thought, as reported by the military itself, had become a dis-
mal group. And in praising the soldiers for their gallantry, Iriberr
has admitted the apparent failure of intelligence and deployment of
unfamiliar troops to the area. He stated that “despite heavy enemy
resistance and advantage in the familiarity with the terrain in Basilan,
our troops fought gallantly.” Military presence and intelligence have
been in Basilan for the longest time and stil} the military leadership
points to the unfamiliarity of tetrain as a major hurdle for the belea-
guered troops.

Gazrmin himself may have an indirect hand on what has been slowly
emerping as & bungled operation mainly due to the moronic inability
of the Air Force to provide crucial air cover by strafing and bomb-
ing the ambushers of the forces, Of the 21 refurbished helicopters
contracted by and delivered to the Department of National Defense
for P1.2-billion, only two can fly. Gazmin has been accused by the
former countty tepresentative, Rhodora Alvarez, of US afrcraft
manufacturer, Rice Aircraft Services, Inc. (RASI) of rigging the con-
tract in exchange for & 7-percent commission. The AFP and Army
spokesmen both point to a heavy cloud overcast over the area of
hostilities that allegediy prevented clear visuals of the two barde po-
sitions. So much for global satellite positioning and other advanced
and basic technology that the rmuit-billion peso AFP Modernization
Program had funded!

If only the walls of V. Luna hospital could speak, coundess epi-
sodes of operational incompetence and idiocy by regional and sk
force commanders would surface that, many say, have led to un-
necessaty grave injuries and fatalities. The “herces” would rather be
mum about the almost palpable disregard for their lives and himbs,
but in theit muted and lucid moments with family and close friends
they would recount the tragic deployments and invalid intelligence.
Many continue to weep for their “buddies” whose heroism they have
lamented as “senseless” after falling vicdms to armchair, arrogant
and reckless leadership. When visitng, the rest of us should not look
for medals and ribbons at the “Heroes Ward™; the torn and warped
arm muscle, the remaining right foot, the hideous shoulder, the miss-
ing left azm or the disfigured thigh seem to shine more than the
medals.
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Tha

f;mﬁztary '::gagement in Tlpo'f
-Tipo, . Basilan between the

kidnap ~for-ransom

53 were wounded. About five

_ group
QEAbu Sayyaf and elements,_i- :
‘of  44% Infantry -Battalion:
of the Philippine Army, 18 -
fmen were killed and about-

reported to have been kﬂled'
“including a Moroccan by the
_nameof Mohammad Khattab

of the: curren’c head. of the
-_ZAbu Sayya.f -

“&s of this- Wntmg, it is

-_f_not altogether clear whether
the “military’ enicounter was .
an dmbush staged by the
Abu Sayyaf of what we call .
‘a_meeting engagement. The
~Armed Forces is up to this
time keeping a tight lip as to -

what ‘exactly happened. But
interviews with the wounded

personnel indicate that the -

Page: Ag )

Abu Sayyaf was . ready for
‘the A_rmy elements and had
‘the upper hand. For one,

and 'Haipa Hapilon, the son it was reported that one of

the “fead: soldiers stepped
. onvan improvised explosive
device -
'gkﬂled 'some of the army
" operating personnei It ‘was’
also reported that the enemy

that- . immediately

occupied the high ground

.which meant that they were
‘in a'better position to inflict -

more casualties on our
soldiers. The number of dead

‘and wounded from the Army
is high; we cannot afford to

of the Abu Sayyaf were also

continite suffering this kind
-of casualty rate. -
- It is not only bad for the
" reputation of the country
. that the Abu Sayyaf continues
o kxdnap foreigners at will.
i -;'It afso affects the iorale of
" our “troops and  therefore
- diminishes “their - -ability
to fight. Thls engagement
_was_big, mvolwng a large
number of the Abu, Sayyaf.
+'Almost always; the members
of the-group are’ dispersed
- to avoid: large encounters
- with the military or police.
- Marauding ‘bands only get
.__"'k_-'_j.j'together when it's time
it kzdnap They prefer
e forexgners because they are-

 Areviewof

strateg:es
as m arder.;_ o
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more willing to pay ransom.
The Abu Sayyaf is the one
¢riminal group that continues to

- give'the country‘a black eye and a

bad ‘reputation. Yet, for one reason

- or+another,” we .cannot” seem  to

why. In’ the alinost 25 years of its

_:'exzstence, ‘the notoriety ‘of the Abu
_Sayyaf has only increased. We are
. s’u}l digesting what reaily happened

-in" that Tipo ‘Tipo' engagement:.

I the 10 hours of f ghtmcf _no

helicopters were flown nor artillery * to the Tipo Tipo operation itself,
fired. These were only used in‘the  there are guestions being raised

~follow-up operations.

confusing.

The ‘Abu- Say“yaf is'a ba.nd that.'

~has metamorphosed from a jihadist

__._f:and ‘militant  organization” tota -
‘Kidnap-for-ransom gang: Based on-
“intelligerice reports, the band has’

Evaduation
of the wounded also took a Jong
time. Control over the fighting
‘another,” we ot " elements was dlfficuit and at tlmes

eliminaté it." The ‘big question is * '

m some quarters including senior
Contined on All

" the

never numbered more than 400° As '

-A:’nothér.;;' From AY

. ofﬁcers ﬁ:om the ~AFP. ‘How
“is it for instance that the 44th
 Infantry Battalion

an.-operation  to surprise - the
‘enemy but ended up being the
one surprised? Did the. MILF

“or some of its: eléments:inform ...
__ bir Sayyaf when the AFP
- _coordmated with them pnor to

the operations?.
- Thelatferis an mtr;gumg yet
a vahd Guestion to ask because

" based from theaccounts of the

partu:lpatmg soldiers, it would

e{a"

the Army to have c:oordméted:':'
with  the  MILF? . Secretary. -

* Voltaire Gazminin aninterview
-said that coordination’ ‘cannaf

~ be avoided smce that is the E

‘planned

the Abu Sayaf were_

i peace partner,_ 1 oth
'”ﬂ.;_’_quest;on as o whether the )
© gave the Abu Sayyaf
mformatmn as i result cf the'

Mamasapan encounter. They

lost 44 but got Zulkifli Abdhir,
the Malaysian bomb instructor

responsible for many bombing

.atrocities.. Was it worth the
. sacrifice?
- Some quarters are. askmg for -

a .congressional inquiry. It is
premature at this point because
operations  are . stil] ongoing

‘bt a military bbard should be .
“created at the- soonest poss:ble___._._

time to Iook at the planning and
execution of the operation. Was
the operation an independent
stapd-alone operation or part
of a bigger operation as a result

of the Indonesian and reported__
2 Mala}rsmn kxdnappmgs, not to
mention the earlier kldnappmg'f_-

of Europeans in Davao? Some

questions need to be answered-v- '
" and answered fast.™
There is a lot at sta.ke The .
the.

L Jaw,.

‘a-mano
'revlewed.' Since we have =2
' preponderance

coordination made by the AFP
is a crucial question that needs
to be answered by the Board of
Inquiry. It would appear that

 whether you <oordinate or not

as in Mamasapano, the result is .

the same—fighting.

As for our armed services,
it is about time that this mano-
"'.type of “operation - is

of resources
like planes, armored personnel
carriers; artillery and

helicopters, it is time that the

government use these resources
more instead of relying on our

__foot sold.lers to de the bulk of
“the fighting. -

 We. cannot s;mply go on

‘suffering huge casualty rates.
" During- the first year of this

administration, about 19 army
soldiers were killed by the MILF

_ ulﬂ_ad in the killing of 44
AP personnel. Now we just lost
and about 53 wounded, many

frewew of strategies

coordmatmg Then we
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’d( April 2016

. Correc‘uons to commemary on Death March

T WAS good of the INQUERER. to gwe ample L
"“twolocal defeats at the hands of the US Army
- Forces in the Far East {Usaffe) in February
1942—the Battle of the Capes (whean

“space to the batde of Bataan on Bataan:Day,
April g, 2016. _
g pamculal the. eyemmess account by Lt

- Col Federico Peralta’ (*POWNo. 24 tellsof crus
5 some western Capes were ‘wiped out in the
s hundreds)y
tsay the same about the commen- "
f Prof. Réyhaldo Silvestre (“Bataan has -

! falien-,--Opuuon 4/9/16). For examiple, he ::
| saysthat Japanese Gen. ‘Masaharti Homma ex-
- pected to take Bataan in six months but chd it

- Ly d 01 - WHEH .
: supenontv

' }mnger smkness in Death March Front

thr

“he disregarded the advice of his first:chief of

- gtaff, Gen. Toshihari Maeda, to just starve the -
“isolated Bataan garrison. But Homima per--

2 Myown research shows I—Ioz' ::,ma was gwen'fl
50 days to'take the Philippines, which is why

szsted in gomg on the offenswe and suffered

Japanese Tafiding parties attempting to take

: and:-the -Battle of the Pockets
(whern ‘over 60 percent ofa’ Japanese mﬁl-

{tratngforce was-eliminated):

Yo finish off Bataan, Homma had to be rein-
forced with veteraiy froops from Malaya and

' China} which struck along a very narrow sec-

they had local numencal
“Both articles have a: rather Common erTor:
the A mUsaffe stands for “Atiny” not “Armed.”
. =BENITOTLEGARDAJR.,
‘otineb6291@gmail.com
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14 APRIL 2016
18 soldiers cited for valor after NPA clash

From the Mindanao Times (Apr 13): 18 soldiers cited for valor after NPA clash

EIGHTEEN soldiers from 25th Infantry Battalion received recognition from AFP Chief of Staff
Hernando Iriberri for their bravery during a clash with the New People’s Army.

Capt. Rhvan Batchar, spokesperson of 10th Infantry Division, said eight soldiers received gold
cross medals, ten for military merit medals white twelve of them will be recommended for

promotion

Gen. lriberri, along with Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia, the division commander, awarded the soldiers
for their exceptional gallantry in action and contribution to their unit’s accomplishments.

Iriberri_also congratulated the troops involved during an armed engagement against the New
People’s Army_at Sitio inupuan, Barangay Mainit, Nabunturan, Compostela Valley last April 2.

The succesful operation led to the recovery of one slain rebel. 12 high-powered firearms, seven
improvised explosive devices (IEDg). medical paraphernalia and several subversive documents.

Iriberri's visitation last week is also part on his retirement this month fo thanked the trocps for their
support and cooperation during his term.

iriberri has also served as Battalion Commander of 25th IB from December 2002 to November 2004;
under his command, the unif similarly reaped outstanding accomplishments.

Under his leadership, the battalion recovered 87 assorted firearms, 30 of which were high-powered and
neutralized 89 regular-threat group members, including key leaders.

Notably, there were no soldiers killed despite the unit's accomplishments.

http://mindanaotimes.net/{8-soldiers-cited-for-valor-after-npa-clash/
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Aquino apologized to families of soldiers killed in Basilan —
witness

By: Julis 5. Alinala

Gyingulrerdotnet
inguirer Mindansgo

03817 PR Aprit 13th, 2016

ZAMBOANGA CITY — President Aquino apologized to the families of the 18 soldiers who were killed in
an encounter with Abu Sayyaf bandits in Tipo-Tipe Basilan on Saturday.

“He said sorry. He said he was here to say sorry and to give assistance,” Rosalinda Dominguez, the aunt
of Private First Class Doreen Aspurias, said after meeting with the President inside the Edwin Andrews Air
Base here Wednesday afternoon.

Dominguez said most of the families who met with Mr. Aguino asked why it took so long to rescue the
members of the 44th Infantry Battalion.

She said the President toid them that rescue troops could not immediately enter the batile site because of
the intense fighting at that time.

“Kasi may bakbakan. Hanggang ngayon may bakbakan pa (Because there was fighting. Until now,
fighting goes on),” Dominguez quoted the President as saying.

Dominguez said she accepted Mr. Aguino’'s "sincere apoiogy.”

Maj. Gen. Gerardo Barrientos, commander of the 1st Infantry Division, said the President came to this city
o “personally sympathize” with the families of those who died.

“Pumunta rin sya para magbigay pugay sa mga naulifang asawa ng mga kasundaluhan. Ipinaabot din niya
ang tulong (He came fo express his condolences to and pay respect to the widows of the soldiers. He
also extended help),” Bautista said.

According to Barrienios, the families of the 18 siain soidiers will each get P250,000 from the Office of the
President, a remuneration of their base pay (roughly about P180,000), P50,000 from the MBAI (Mutual
Benefit Association inc.), P100,000 from the insurance and P80,000 as burial assistance.

“Ateam from the Presidential Management staff is talking to the families, writing down their other
concerns and needs,” Barrientos said.

President Aquino also visited the wounded soldiers at the Don Basilio Navarro hospital here. SFM

www . newsinfo.inquirer.com
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FOCUSED MIL OPERATIONSII AFP’s
offensive against ASG continues

Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, DWDD-The pursuit operations of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
against the Abu Sayyaf Group, in particular, the group led by Isnilon Hapilon continues. This is in line with
AFF’s focused military operations.

in an interview by DWDD with Major Filemon Tan Jr., spokesperson of the AFP Western Minganao
Command (WESMINCOM), he stated that they are now getting closer to the location of the group of
Hapilon and some 60 other members of the ASG who were left after the continuous offensive of the

government since Saturday, April 9.

Currently, there are at least 24 reported casuatties from the ASG. The number of wounded from the side
of the ASG is also increasing. One of those who are wounded is Furuji Indama, left hand of Isniion
Hapitorn.

There are also reports that the rebel group is now running out of medical supplies, because of this, the
number of deaths from the side of the rebel group is expected to increase. The AFP also continues to

monitor drug stores and pharmaceutical companies.

The pursuit operations are lead by the Philippine Army Special Forces, Scout Rangers, and Light Reaction
Company. There are also stand-by forces which can readily be deployed in case additional men will be

needed.

www dwdd.com
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3 Abu Sayyaf militants captured in Basilan

Bv Roel Parefo (philstar.com) | Updated April 13, 2016 - 3:17pm

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Government troops have captured three Abu Sayyaf militants as the military
continued 1o close in on the terror group, said to be in defensive positions in the jungle of Tipe-Tipo,
Basilan.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., designated ground operation spokesman, said the three militants were captured
Tuesday.

“The three suspects, Abu Sayyaf members, were captured on the operational ground,” Tan said.
The names of the three were not made available as they were placed under tactical interrogation.
Meanwhile, the troops are cautiously advancing to the Abu Sayyaf positions.

Tan said there were clashes but described it as sporadic, adding that no casualty was moniiored on the
ground.

“The operation has been ongoing and there is no let-up. We are always careful in our advance because
these remnants are already in defensive position,” Tan said.

About five baitalions and additional companies of strike forces have been deployed in the offensive
operation to pursue around 70 to 80 members of a group led by Abu Sayyaf leader Isnilon Hapilon and the
reportedly critically wounded Furuji Indama. Tan, however, could not confirm reports saying

that Indama has died due to serious injuries.

He also declined to comment if the US-trained Light Reaction Company (LRC) was ameng the unit
deployed.

“I cannot confirm nor deny if the enemy will know that they will swing tactics,” according to Tan.

But the military official said they have reserve forces that they could insert into the operation ground once
needed,
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