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; __yesterday to 'th afen Davao Czty Mayor Rodngo
| .:-_--.S rzvals for Malacanang, with

| i1mpr1sonment.’.-

o * Binay vowed that if he was
- elected President, he would go.
' 'after and pumsh Duterte and .
Sohis
-Squad (DDS) (i :
. ‘Ydllings in Davao, which mclud-
ed children and joﬁmahsts _
" The presidential ' standard-
bearer of the opposition Unitéd:
Nationalist Alliance said = he
would formi an independent
2 commission to investigate the
£ “summary executions and hu-
3 man : rights violations” being
*’ blamed on Duterte and the sup—
£ posed death squad. . -
E “It’s time for DDS; aiong w1th
% Duterte, to answer to God and
3 the law of our cousitry,” Bmay

Z  On the third stra1gh.t day of

the attack and counterattack
re

ol
OFFICE OF THE ARWY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel o, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Lemy vision B0 PULE @ wonp-TiasE Army a0 & SDuTiE o' nehor

m T

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmatl.com -~ Tel ne. (02) 845-2555 Local: 5285, 5285

with the threat of the mayor’s
camp, aired on Wednesday by
Sen:~ Aquilino . “Koko” = Pi-
mentel 111, to send him to 3ail
on corription charges should
Dutérte winthe election.. - -

Are journalists criminals?

. “If ] become President, I will

send to jail child killers and
ft_i__losg _whq.ki_l_l_ the poor. [ wiil
jail those "killing journalists,”  ~
e i . Binay’ S_f';_id__i_nfhis latest attack
First ‘bigfish’ injail onDuterte. - -

“Binay would in all likeli- Cb;hg.hdea_th lﬁgga‘?,' has be-

hood be the first big fish to be O e T 2 able” becass
sent tojail with the preponder- art of it, Bin - ey
‘ance of evidence of corruption P He _ch,ff1ré§y: aéh' TR
against him during his stint as fiteie ; sz_a h e ﬂflm of
gﬁoa'kﬁii '-m}}jf?¥ for 1m0re ’i}an kill "c':r'iminalsp a'slz(iiilé ? ?I'Illg

of :_'}_'_)ut_?r@é’s' party, Partido -Sﬁ?iﬁ?ff gg:ln?ﬁ:}lms Cr%u‘??“}f
Demokratika:: pilipino-Lakas " “Jin Pala. Ferdy SI;{nfﬁa o 'é{h d
ng Bayan (PDP-Laban. ssid 1h Rerie Galope wese journaliss in

S inay, running third in the Davao who exposed corruption
polls-less than four weeks be- -%ﬁP%iigﬁgngic_?ﬁébﬁeﬁe'

fore the balloting, had for days o) of Diserte 0 o120 the

been asking voters nof to elect “whom he had ¢ alle d}%%?;; 1’*’%
Duterte as Pres‘ldc_ent, citing ‘talkative, are criminials - aﬁ

the mayor's admission that he ot b kiled. T tis the ind

was- part. 0f the supposed et s

death $quad and that he had ._;l;Pgefél§1(;ien; i_:hat ygu.want‘_?. Br-
killed criminals. y said. : .

The Vice President accused

Duterte of killing poor people,
including ehildren.” G

. He gave assurance that under
“his presidency, Duterte and the
deathrsquad will be punished.

" “But’ because” we respect
the law, we will ‘give . Mr.
‘Duterte and DD§ the chance
‘to defend themselves,” Binay
said. “We will give [them] the
chance to explain to the law
—something they denied to

¢ said the independent

commission that he planned -

to form to investigate the ex-
trajudicial killings in Davao
may be made up of former
members of the Supreme
Court, human rights groups,
the Nationa! Press Club and
the Commission on Human
Rights.

Responding from Cebu City,
Duterte said he would continue
Kiliing criminals.

« will do it again and
again,” Duterte told reports af-
ter hearing about Binay's
staterzients.

Duterte said no charges had

theirvictims.”

the supposed de
Davao Gity.
- Hé'sald even’
gecretary Leila de Lima, who
is now running for a Senate
seat, had not brought a case
against him.

ath squad in

Pimentel criticized

He added that when his for-
mer political rival, Prospero No-
grales, brought up the extraju-
dicial killing of criminals in
Davao City, it only heiped him
win the electior.

“avao City does not like
criminals,” Duterte said. '

Binay's campaign spokesper-

former Justice

criticized Pimentel for being
silent, on  the, human rights

“charges ‘against. Duterte; and

said the senator ‘was “duping

the people.”

Quicho said Pimentel .con-
tinued his political -persecu-
tion of Binay by chairing the
Genate blue ribbon subcomm-
mittee that investigated the
corruption charges against
the Vice President,

But Pimentel was “sheepishly
guiet” on the human rights vio-
lations committed by Duterte,
he said.

It was Duterte who came
vack, saying: “T'd like to re-
mind Binay that he is facing

jemmmmem—eyaen brought against him over  son, Rico Quicho, yesterday
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plunder cases, along. ‘with his
wife. Do you Want Maiacanang
g e

Het's” 'seeeach othe

Muintinlupa,” he said, refem.ng'

1o the nauonal pemtentaary

DQ cases f‘ nancier :

Duterte also d1sciosed that
he ‘was angry ‘with Binay be:
causé it was the Vice Pregident
who funded the disqualifics-
tion cases brought against him
in the Commission. on Elec-
tions (Comelec). v

“He funded my é1squaliﬁca—
tion (DQ) cases,” he told re-
porters, adding that he had

A 1”'1nformat10n abom the
matter, . -
‘He said his mformant was

+~someone. who Worked in the
m government and was cIose to
the Binays.. =

" learned - about it only Te-

. cently” he said, adding that
he at first thought the' fi-
~nancier was his other rival for
. Malacafiang,’

‘Liberal’ Parry
pres1den1:1a1 standazd bearer

"Mar Roxas.

Four petitions for Dutertes

“disqualification from the presi-
- dential race had been filed in

the ‘Comelec, which’ dlsmzssed
all of them for lack of merit.
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Abu death tol

By ROEL PARENO

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Ca-

sualties are mounting among.
the Abu Sayyaf as the military.
continued operations against ..

the bandit group, with 31 mili-
tants killed so far in Basilan.

Ground operation spokes--

man Maj. Filemon Tan Jr. said
the bandit group suffered more
casualties in five days of sus-
tained military operations in
Tipo-Tipo since last week:
“The operation is ongoing.
We have 31 enemies killed,
there were three critically

wounded and two others were .

captured,” he said. -
Tan added the troops over-
ran a camp located in Sitio
Bayoko, Barangay Baguindan,
which the Abu Sayyaf used as
a holding area and explosives
training ground.
~ “These figures were reported,

walidated and confirmed on the

ground, We have names,” Tan
' said. He added that the govern-
ment casualty remained at 18
killed and 56 wounded.
Army chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo
Afio said they are validating

reports that among those killed
was Abu Sayyaf leader Furuji

Indama
ing his men in trying to recover
the body of Moroccan terronst
Mohammad Khattab during
the firefight with government
troops last Saturday.

“This is still being validated.
Until his body is found, T can’t
confirm this,” Afio said.

Tan, however, confirmed
three Abu Sayvaf were captured
during clearing operations last

Tuesday. ... oo
. He said the suspects were
wounded when they were spot-
ted by troops scouring the area.
According to Tan, the three
wounded gunmen tried to run
away but were chased and cap-
tured after a brief firefight.
" He said the three were

brought to the Basilan General .
Hospital for initial treatment..

However, one of them died
while on medical evacuation
transit to Zamboanga City.
One of the two remaining
suspects claimed he isamember

)

Wash1t W}ﬁle iédd:-

lin

asilan clash climbs to 31

of the Moro Islamic Liberation
ing team, Tan said.. .. .

. He said the military is coor-
dinating with the government’s
Coordinating Committee onthe
Cessation of Hostility with their
MILF counterpart.

Meanwhile, the military gave
assurance that an investigation
was conducted on the alleged
torture of the captured suspects.

“Be that as it may, emotions
were high in the battle area. If

. Front (MILF) ceasefire monitor-

“there were irideed instances of

possible abuse, we are investi-
gating and we are riot tolerating
such acts,” Tan said. -
The Regional Human Rights
Commission {RHRC} of the
Autonomous Region in Musiim
Mindanao (ARMM) has begun
its investigation on the alleged
torture on the suspected Abu
Sayyaf militants captured by.
the military. . - .
ARMM-RHRC special inves-
tigator Abdillah Alik said they
are gathering information on the
reported torture that allegedly

{ v
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claimed the life of one suspected
militant.

Alik said they have vet to

interview the two wounded.,

- Propaganda
At the same time; the military

downplayed reports that the -

extremist Islamic State (IS} was

behind last week’'s attacks in .

Tipo-Tipo.

. Tan said it would be iricon-
sistent for the 15 or ISIS o attack .
military vehicles inaremote area. -

Despite the reports, the mili-
tary said it doubted the claims
of IS, saying it might be just
fabrication and propaganda.

“If you see their figures, there
are a lot of inconsistencies,” Tan
said.

Tan said théy believed the

repost is part of propaganda,
since the people behind the

claim were not identified. ..
“If you read the report, they

did not name the people who

weze involved there and if they
have links with the bandits here
in Basilan,” he said.

. However, Tan said the mili-
tary is looking into the source
of the claims.

Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin also downplayed the
reports that the IS claimed re-
‘sponsibility for last week’s

- killing of 18 soldiers in Basilan.

"+ “The {Abu Sayyaf) group in
Basilan is trying to organize and
be affiliated with ISIS. But so far,
outr information says that there
isnoISIS. .. organizationhere in

the Philippines,” Gazmin told -

local and foreign journalists in

‘a joint press conference with

his US counterpart, Defense
Secretary Ashton Carter.

Carter observed that “from
our local perspective, but around
the world, you do see the phe-
nomenen in several places of
groups that formerly existed.”

< And we are conducting ter- .

rorist-operations... rebrand in
association with ISIL, s0 we see
that in othet places as well,” he
pointed out. “That's one of the

- reasons why it’s so important

that ISIL be destroyed in Syria
and Iraq,” Carter said, using

another name'of the IS,

Carter believes “there is no
stuch thing as an Islamic state’
based upon this hatefulideology.”

“So it is a worldwide phe-,
nomenon of others who have
associated themselves with,
ISIL and that maybe what we,
are séeing here by groitps in the
Philippines so that would be;
consistent with a pattern you've
geen around the world,” the US’
official added. - - -

Carter said thisis “just anoth-
er reason why it’s important to
defeat ISTL, which we will do.”

Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) spokesman Brig.
Restituto Padilla also dismissed'
reports that the IS was behind
last week’s attacks in Basilar.’
He said the claims are mere
propaganda, - o
.- Fadillasaid the inconsistencies -
of the published reports fromisuip=
posed sources abroad on what.
really happened in Basilan Jast’
Saturday only showed that IS hafi"}
nodirectrolein theattack.— Witl
Delon Porcaliz, Jaime Laude,
Mike Frialde, Janvic Mateo .
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by Marlo . Walarl

" Qomynuriist New People’s Army
ANPA)Y rebels abductéd then
execuiéda vice mayor in Isabela -
provineé on Wednesdag. - - o
Killed was incumbent Jones Vice
“Mayor Ronaldo Lucas, who was
initially abduected by more or less
30 NPA rebels while distributing
cash assistance for farmers in
Barangay Dicamay b around 11 am.
Maj. Gen. Lysander Suerte,
commander of the Army's 5th Infantry

T R
Caroidueed hibisedf as Jeader ofhe

il el

Ci il an around
: RINN

fued

NPAE Denala Trsorio Command.

anmemneed in a loeal radio station” | _
* grave vinlation of Hnman Rights and

Uiat they had kilied Lueas.
I owas ot e, wwever, what
prompred the Lilling.

© Louneitor Clavite Villa of -

Barangay Dicamay Dos reparted at
around 2 pum. so the Jones municipal

-

' .'l')i:'{'lsm'ﬁ i i), said {hat the NPAs -

Renito Tesorie Command admitted

Wy

s
“elief asdst

{armets when snatched:™ “ro
o] condetnit the-NPAs for their

1y crimes commiried against the
people.” Suerte waids oo
*The criminal act ig the resuit of
{he NPAs failure 1o push their non-
sense armed struggle.” he added.
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dSunaalo inginuso sa torture!

ZAMBOANGA.CITY - Hindi pa man nasisimu-'

- lan ang imbestigasyon sa lapses ng militar sa Basilan'

clashesna kumitil sa bufiay ng 18 sundalo ay mulf na
namang raeskandslo ang Western Mindanao Com-
mand matapos Tia fnasawi ang isa sa taflong lalaki na

hinuli nigmga sundalo sa lalawigan. -
#7 - Namatdy st Hakim Martan, matapos na umario®y

pahirapan ngmga sundalo. Binunotpa umano ang mga
ngipiti atkuko nito sa’paa at kamay at halos mabasag
ang bungo sz torfure na didanas.. ~ .

Ang dalawa pang dinakip ng miliar na sina Jung
Aujal, at Tbiio, ay pinahirapan rin ng mga sunda-
lo at ngayon ay nasa pagamutan pa rin dahil sa mga
tinamong pambubugbog. Si Ibno ay halos hindi na:
makapagsalita dahil s2-mga sugat na tinamo ngunit
positibo nitong sinabi sa kanyang pamilyana mga fro-!
pa ng militar ang nagpahirap sa kanva. .

Nanindigan naman ang Western Mindanac Com-,
mand sa ilalim ni General Mayoralgo dela Cruz na
Abu Sayyaf ang tatlong nadakip. Ngunit nabatid na si-t
na Aujal at Tbno ay mga lehitimong miyembro ng Mo-!
10 Istaniic Liberation Front (MILF) at wala umanong!
kinalaman sa Abu Sayyaf. :

Sinabi ni Aujal na binatikan fareng nito ang kan-,
yang bahay sa bavan ng Tipo-Tipo matapos ang la-,

“banan nang sila‘dy dinakip at pilit na pinaaamin na

mga miyémbro ng Abu Sayyaf. Wala pang pahayag
ang MILF ukol dito. (Al Jacinto} i ;
B

B e g ®

Pahina.

b
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Deaesh-affiliates claim role in Philippine army deaths

es claim role in Philippine army deaths

Erom the Anadolu Agency (Apr 14). Daesh-affiliat

Jund al-Khilafah claims 2 of ifs ‘martyre’ kined in bioody encounier ir: south. many other members

wounded

i ocal and foreign militants identifving themselves as members of a one-time al-Qaeda
& involvement in the deaths of 20 army smdiers irn a bloody
inpines' south over the weekend.

splinter group-have claime
hattle in a conflict-wracked island nrovince in the Phil

The group - Jund al-Khilafgh - was previously a faction of al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb, the al-Qaeda affiliate in North and West Africa. It is reported to have broken
allegiance from aj-Qaeda and pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr ai-Baghdadi, the leader of

Daesh.

On Thursday, the Manila Times quoted the group as saving that three of its “martyrs”
were killed in the bloody encountet.

The Philinnines army has been refering o ali the dead militants as Abu Sayyal members.
aithough several were pictured wearing Daesh insignia,

The Daesh-affiliated al-Furat Media Foundation website has reported Jund al-Khilafah as
s. including a commander who

saying that many of those wounded were also member
sustained a slight wound to his forehead.
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They also claimed to have recovered ong dozen M4 rifles and a 80mm recoeliiess rifle
from the dead soldiers.

Saturday's encounter took place in the village of Baguindan. Tipo-Tipo town. in Basilan
province. A nine-hour firefight between the army and the militants lasted until about 4 p.m.
(080G T; with the militants eventually withdrawing in 10 different directions.

The soidiers - belonging to the Philippine army's 44th Infantry Battalion. the 4th Speciat Forces
Batialion and 14 Cavalry units — were attacked while conducting military operations against the

Abu Sayyafl.

The army is reporied 10 have recoverec the body of the Jund al-Khilafah-ciaimed members.

On Thursday, the army denied a report from the Daesh-affiliaied Amag Agency thal claimed
around 100 Filipino soidiers had died in the incident.

The military hag said arounc 20 soldiers were killed along with 28 Abu Sayyal members.

"There is no truth to the report [hy Amad). it is a mere nropaganda by sympathizers of
this terrorist aroup.” Major Filemon Tan told Anadolu Agency in an interview Thursday.

e declined 1o comment further ori the issue. but downplayed ancther Daesh ciaim that it had
detonated expiosives on seven trucks carrying soidiers:in Basilan,
in videos uploaded to the internet. Jund al-Khiiafah has claimed that the Abu Sayvafl has

been divided into two factions — Harakatul Islamivah controlling the Abu Sayyaf
stronghoids in Basilen, and Jundy! Tawhid the group's areas in Sulu.

The militants in Basilan are reported to be headed by isniion Hapilon. while the Sulu
militants are being led by Malaysian national Mohd Amin Baco.

Last month, Baco appeared inan_al-Furat video released online pledging aliegiance to
the Daesh's self-proclaimed caliphate along with dozens of voung Filipino militants,

The Phitippines government is involved in a peace process with the region's one-time largest
rebe! group, the More Istamic Liberation front (IILF), however a final agreement has been

shelved during ihe couniry's presidential eieciion.

Both the government and the MILF have warned that whiie the agreement is on hold “terrorist”

[

groupse may try anc take advantage of local frustrations.

ntloias. com trieninworid snesh-affilisies-ciaimerole-in-philippine-army-gdesths 54600
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ARTILLERY ROCKET SYSTEIVE A liigh Mohlllty Artlllery Rocket System (inset) fires a TAQS missilo dutlng the Ballkatan axercise
at the Crow Vailey in Capas, Tarlac, yesterday. The Armed Forces of the Philippines is !noking Into the possibility of acqguiring
the artillery rocket system. (Camille Ante)
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CAIRO—The jihadist Islamic State (1S} has
claimed responsibilizy for clashes between the ex-
tremnist Abu Savvaf linked to the group and Philip-
pine troops this week that led to the death of 18
soldiers, a claim that the Philippine government
has dismissed as “purely propaganda.”

This

wis dend

Philippire midmary w
rerday sad there was no eV

dence directhy lnking
rebals in the counry’s ¢
the jihadis: group.
Armec Forces Sp
Erig. Gen Restimic
the IS clain wae ¢ pr
TG iTE SLEISHIENT
zaps and inconsistencie
“We are stii looling |
W make
no direq: iing 2o far a
nd based or our agse
Defense  Secreian
Gezmnin and his visiting

gratement said.
The srrach ted 1o the death of

EXIremiEis.

whe

one veported the
responsibility ior
Iglling nearl 100 member: of the
Philippine governmen: anc¢ had
Blown up sever: maCks Tansport-
ing them. SITE cited an April 15
sratemnen: carned by the IS Amag
-NEWS agency.
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The phpuey hat palic oar the
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AT unk thal en
Sexvar repiuzing th eel
woupy. backed by ardlien: tank.
and aircraft. in pursuil operanons,

Decisive victory
“We jom only 2
kibed 28 Abu 8

sincz fghiing be

soldiers bus
ar members
Serurda.
10 pRlTSue
W und
e oviciomy”

5
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FLUS IV et

the troubled south of the Philyp-
pmes. home 1o o BMusiar naronn
anc several Mushm rebe’ groups,

Bus Fedills saic there was stll
ne evidence tha: the 18 had tes
with: the Abu Savval.

The presence in Basilan of
Moroccan bomb expert Mo-
hammed Khattab, whe was
killed inn the fichiing, mey have
nrompred the 1S to claim re-
sponsibilite spurces said.

Bui even as the government
is luoking into the IS clam. e

DUrces SaIc kilETiau aoet not

asve z sohid oy with the -
nadist group.

& high-raniing mil
cial szid the ¥Epo

azad Fhattab

WEANNET &I

& sulciae

lenmior of the
Lasy oang  fed
Leurers with Nikke Dizon
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Carter bares sustained Phl-

The United States and the
Philippines have started joint
patrols in the West Philippine
Sea, with high-value and Eigh
impact rotational exercises be-
ng readied on a regular basis

: d pilots that t
ticipatéd: in Balikatan wi
remain behind at Clark Atr
Base,” and such arrangement

would be done on'a regular .

basis. : :
Gazmin said he expects US
presence to “deter uncalled-
for actions by the Chinese.”
Carter’s declaration comes

just days after Philippine Am-

‘bassador to Washington Jose
Cuisia Jr. asked the US for
help in convincing China not
tobuild in the nearby Panatag
{(Scarborough} Shoal. China
has built man-made islands
in other contested spots in the
South China Sea,

Admiral John Richardson,
chief of naval operations,
‘was quoted in reports as
saying he was seeing un-
usual ship activities near
the shoal, including some
survey ships, although there
were no physical signs of
reclamation yet. .

Initially. five A-10C Thun-
derbolt II ground attack air-
craft, three HH-60G Pave
Hawk helicopters and an MC-
130H special operations air-
craft—along with 200 airmen,
including pilots - would stay
after the Balikatan to continue
training with Filipino forces
and “lay the foundation for
joint air patrols to comple-
ment ongoing maritime pa-
trols,” Carter said:
orfice ( Carter also said a com-

by both militaries, US Defense
Secretary Ashton Carter an-
nounced yesterday. . .

In a press conference with
Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin after a courtesy call on

ability as well

control capabilities and sup-

‘port increased cooperative

activities in the region.
“With these steps, we're

making our strong alliance

even stronger. Cur efforts

to.do more together dem onss
strate America’s unbreakablé”

commitment to the defense of
this nation,” the US official
said.

“The stability and secu-
rity of the Asia Pacific and
the principles have helped
§0 many in the region to rise
and prosper, And that's not a

Jnew commitment. That's not .
something new this year. But:

it’s one we have met decade
after decade,” Carter said.

He said he had produc:

tive discussions with Philip-
pine officials on matters con-
cerning the implementation
of the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement
between Washington and
Manila as well as the US
maritime security initiative
in the region.

“And of course not all

change is positive. Indeed in.

the South China Sea, China's
actions ir: particular are caus-
ing anxiety and raising re-
gional tensions,” he said.
“Countries across the Asia
Pacific are wpicing concerns

Army Core Purpose: Sefving the people

ippine Navy capability “even

mand ‘control unit waould
“remain behind to continue .
exercising combined US-
Philippines command and

US maritime patrols

President Aquino at Malaca-
fiang, Carter said the patrols
would continue to help build
the two countries’ interoper

as these patrols contribute to
the safety and security of the
- Tegion’s waters,” S
 The US official said a “con-
gent of US aircraft and their
ility "even " Tumto Page 10
with:China’s land reclama= =~ = =55
. tion which stands out in size
“and scope; as well as milita-~
rization in the South China
Sea,” he added. e T
“They are voicing these
concerns publicly and pri-
vately at the highest levels in
regional meetings and also in
global fora,” he pointed out:

Reaching out
He szid the developments
~have prompted countries in
-the region, both longstand-
ing allies and new partniers,
‘toreach out to the US. -+
- "And we are answering
that call. We’re standing
with these countries. We're
helping them build capac-
ity, reaffirming commit-
ment to their and region
security with increased:
posture. We're supporting
their request for intensified
regional diplomacy, not
increased tensions,” Carter
stresged.””

“And we always will, here
and everywhere. Nothing
will deter us from defending
our core interest in freedom
of navigation ‘and overflight,”
he stressed.

Asked whether the joint
patrols cover disputed areas,
Carter said they could not di-
vulge operational matters but
that a general answer would be
that military activities could be
planned for a bread range of
situations.

- "Maritime activities, natu- :al: 5785, 5295
ral disasters, accidents, inci-
. Securing the 1ana.

as improve Phil-
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aenis, provocations. ..
and from the Ameri-
_ can point of view, our
alliance covers all of
Philippine territory,”
“he said, citing Article
4 of the Mutual De-
fense Agreement..

. Carter said US Pres*
ident Barack Obama
has made it.clear that
America’s commit-
ment to the Philip-

“pines is fronclad:
" He said US alliance
with the Philippines
and other countzies in
‘the region, "nurtured .
over decades;” has’
preserved stability -
and security in the région and
helped “so many here and
around the Asia Pacific torise
and to prosper.”
“With respect to Chinese
claims in the South China Sea

~ of ail other parties to disputed
territories in the South China
Sea, the American position is
very clear, it's been consistent
for a long time, which is: these
things should be settled peace-
fully and lawfully,” Carter
. emphasized.

. He also announced gléns--
to visit the Antonio Bautista..

Air Base in the southwest
of Palawan, one of areas
covered by EDCA for US
utilization.

Carter reiterated the
$425-million, five-year com-
mitment by the US Depart-

ment of Defense to help coun-
tries like the Philippines to
share information and iden-
tify potential threats as well
as work collaboratively to

G Hspet o the claims2ddress common, challenses,

in the region’s waters.
“We've just released the
first tranche of money and
nearly 80 percent, more
than 80 percent, almost $42
million will be coming here
to the Philippines. With
these steps, the US-Philip-
pines alliance is as close as

'-it_h_as_been'i'n years,” Carter,

said: - ok R
Carter is set to speak today
at the closing ceremony of the
Balikatan exercises.
New weapon eyed
Vice Admiral Alexander
Lopez, commanding general

7

of the Palawan-based Western
Command, said the military
should strongly consider ac-
quiring US-made High Mobil-
ity Artillery Rocket System

. {HIMARS), the capability and
“offectiveness of which were

proven during the Balikatan

‘exercises.

“We have seen the capabil-
ity — highly mobile, lethal...
So T think that's one of the
capabilities that we want
to have,” Lopez said of the
HIMARS.

1 He said even Gazmin and
" Arnied Forces of the Phil-

ippines (AFP) chief Gen.
Hernando Iriberri were im-
pressed with the weapons
system, which was tested in
a Iive fire drill.

|
i OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Lymy Core Purpose. Serving the peopie. Securing the land.




-~ - ~imee Lo $homa g o - T Y 0
=4 w "l Gl v IRE L 2 RS WEILNa LULe

(ko] : oo T PR
: f=Rwiiv) e TET T

L3S

I,
Loy Vision By ZUE

} B45.8555 Local: 5285, 5285

D }

Lt. Gen. John Toolan, com-
mander of the US Marine
Corps in the Pacific and Ba-
likatan director for the US, said
HIMARS has a range of 300
kilometers.

“HIMARS has also the
capability that we're going
to test to shoot from the deck
of a ship, so you really need
a solid ground to be able to
fire from the deck of a ship,”
he said.

Toolan described thig
year's joint military dril] as
unique as it has moved to a
higher level of command-
and-control scenarios, with

“small unit leaders from both
the US and Philippine mil;-
taries working very closely
in handiing combined-arme
mock operations.

“This year we have done
a Jot of interesting things.
We have operated and ‘dis-
tributed method with forces,
small forces with capabili-
ties to bring lethal fires. to
bear on the target, we have
actually worked very closely
with the headquarters, at the
command-and-control Ievel
s0 that we've built in com-
mand-and-control and I think
the coordination mechanism
has worked in a combined
fashion,” he said,

The coordinated maneu-

- ver involved Philippine Air
Force’s 5211 sub-sonic jets,
UH-1H Bell helicopters and

US military’s Cobra and Chi-

nook helicopters as well as

Ospreys.

Asked if the US Pacific
Command is planning to
deploy the HIMARS and the
Ospreys in the Philippines to
bolster the country’s mari-
time defense, Toolan said it's
not in the plan.

“But obviously with the mo-

bility of HIMARS, you could
use it anywhere. You know the
truth of the matter is that we're
allies and so you know as gl-
lies, we need to work together
and I think that we’ll be more
than happy to share,” he gaid.

Toolan also said the US ser-
vicemen wheo got involved in
a brawl with local policemen
in Palawan had been sent
home and would Be iriade to
face military justice; e

“We have very strict rules.
Those guys know they vio-
lated the rules and they were
sent home immediately and
they're gonnabe dealing with
trouble when I get back,”
Toolan said. - - = <. -

He was referring to last
April 2's brawl between four to
five US servicemen and three
Puerto Princesa City-based po-
licemen, two of them officers,
inside Club 54, a girlie bar in
the city. _

The incident could have
gone - unnoticed-had-a“videp-
recording of it not gons viral,

Asked what awaits the
erring US servicernen upon
his return, Toolan said “some
kind of uniform code of miki-
tary justice.”

He said the incident ap-
peared to be an isolated one,
noting some 6,000 US troops
were involved in-the Balika-
tan, directly and indirectly.

“50 far we’'ve done a pretty
good job, every once in a
while, there’s a crack but then
we lay the hammer down,”
he said.

The Philippine National
Police (PND), for iis part, has
also relieved the three un-
named policemen from their
post in Puerto Princesa City
while an investigation is on-
going. —~ Aurea Calica, Jaime
Laude, Rudy Santos
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The reign of terror

_ resident “Aquino .- d
'ff_clared last Wednesday.:

" I his recent visit here, the.
Preszdent expressed. ‘conti-.
dence on the imminent down-<
fall of the ASG 1ed by Isnilon -
Hapilon and: Furyji. Indama.
amid relentless mﬂltary of- -

ferisives in Basilan.-

“Itong tinutugis natm'sa'.

:_Basﬁan_kasalukuyan, batidna
“man ninyo kung gaarno. kabiga

“arg mgakriminal na pagkata- -
gal-tagal na ‘hinahabol natin
- {On'those bemgpursued bythe:
3 government in Basilan, youaall -
“know how tough these crimi*.
‘nalg are,how: we ‘have long
__been running after them3,” -
: 0. ld'famlhes ef the‘-'-

apos na ang lagim na gina- .-
wa nila at malaking bahagi
-ang tinulong ng inyong mgd
kamag-anak sa pagsupil nitong g
dalawang pmaghahabel ng"
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Puge:

't'longlast it seems
‘ reign of terror. will énd:
'h contnbu ns efyourloved
onesn neutrahzmg these two
1nd1v1duais whom we have
i 'beéen hunting down: for ‘more
- than'a decade. for sowing ter
“ ror, hdve' been a great help} '
" .he added.
‘The: commander- - chzef
' flew to Zamboanga Cxty 1ast
_'Wednesday mamly to meet
with the relatives of the 18
- soldiers killed in'a: ‘clash with
‘the ASGin Tipo, Tipo: Basﬁan
. .:clash last weekend, pror
:'-government supportand. pix
suit of justu:e for thelr iov&
.ones.:
Aqmno also ws1ted the Wake
of one of the soldiers killed in
" the ‘bloody encounter as well
‘as checked on the condition
of several other mJured sol-
diers ata government hospztal

tiong- (Comelec) 0. allow the

release of resources for'the
Soldiers’ kin from President’s
Soeial Fund despite bemg the

'campalgn season.
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_ ter, the USsaid it has
Clatashed joint South China Sea
“masal patrols with the Philippines,
':eac‘azamng it presence as it
: | Bedjingof “militarizing”
a region which 45 Jocked in a
tervitorial dispuie with China,
Hn'ashow of strength, Carter
zaha:armaanﬂed at.apressbrisfing
' and) five A-10 ground

. .’Ihéextent ofthe .
»‘-&memsm rm}l%aw

the Enhamed Defense %S
_Cosmratzon Agreement e

SuprenéConrt carlier had'i '

éiﬂati‘\ atveraft corrently in the

afﬁrned asan gxe{agtwp Ceountry for-annual war games will
I _rf‘main in the country temporarily.

a,gréement unfolded Xeb 0 The moves are likely vo
terdg, revealing EDCA's infuriate China. but Carter said

Washingion's efforts 10 atrengther
ite military role in the region was
nal done fin arder.t oooposelin
©. - The Peritagon chief said the 1§
was responding to regians!
anxiety over Ching's museuly
actiens in the Seuth Ching Rea.
including building artificie
Islands aver disputed reefs,
“Countries across the

charzter as more than the’
revivlof the {SS nuhtar;;
base%rea.t&

The3enate , in a vote oi 2t
11, adpted a motion in 1891 t-J
reject-he extension of the U5
militay bases agreement.

TheSC affirmed that EDCA
vsta:s n Iexeicmzve a‘g*'e?:“f“:‘m Pacific are voleing concorn wit)
22;?5 1?;2; n;n;ii i};i:ﬁié ﬁshton C P A P!“S.'def?l‘ Aqumo recemes US Defense Secretary China“s 1an§ I‘fe_z'iam ation, which

> arter ol Ma/acanang yesterdgy. The US claimed & has faunched  stands out in size and seope, oy,

Forcesagreement (VFA) and the  patrols in the West Phalippine Sea with Philippine forces and will tempo- well 25 its militarization in i

Mutuz Defense Treaty (MDT).  radily deploy 275 troops anc five worplanes in the country, escalating  South Ching Sea.” Carior o] -
Thpugh US Defense Secretary ftf presence omid ¢ tertiiore’ dispute with Ching. Ap PR b AT BRI

Turn to poge 7
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The joint naval pa.tro]s, which'

wbegan last month, “contribute to
the safety and securily of the
«region’s waters,” he said after
~mesting with President Aquino.
... Beijing has reclaimed several
sheefs claimed by Manila and built
structures on them that the
o Philippines says are designed for

mzhtary use-—-« a charge- Chma-

Qemes _
Carter announceé that 275

Ameucan troops, among aboutf

_5 000 military persennel faking

“-part in the annual Balikatan

"(shoulder to shoulder) war games,

“‘are’ to stay.behind after the :

exerclses end on Priday.
* Five A-10C Thunderbolt ground
-'attack planes and four other
aircraft will also remain until the
> end of the month. |
Some 200 of the US personnel
.. are to train Filipino soldiers, as
»ywell as “cornduct flight operations

inthe avea, including in the South N

.-China Sea”, Carter said.’
_These activities will “lf:n,7 the

feundatxon for joint air patrolste
complement ongeing maritime -

" patrols,” he added.

A" The remainder of the US

_“personnel will be stationed at a

. Manila military base on an

_unspec:ﬁed “rotational” basis to
: folrm 3 “command and control” unit

gl support ‘increased activities:

* Petween the two aflies, Carter said.

“ilC The deployments are part of a

“+Hgal under which Manila has

+dfowed American forces to roiate
through five Philippine bases —
some of them close to the South

~=0hina Sea. Apparently, more bases
are to be occupled by American
troops.

Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin welcomed the US
announcement, adding he hopedthe -

‘uncalledfor action by the Chinese™,
US holds South China Sea patrols
The US has: Camp'mgned' on
freadom of navigation in the
strategic waterway, To drive home:
its point it hag'sent bombers and
warships on patrol elose to the
Chinese construction activity in
“recent ,menths,,ahgermg Beijing,. .
- A part ofthe’; ‘Ralikatan
exercise :
Philippines, U8 forces also fived -
missiles at long-distance targets as
part of a simulated assault of
imaginary enemy-held terrifory,

. “The fruth of the matier is we
areallies and as allies, we need to
work together,” Li.-Gen. John
Toolan, the US Marine Corps
Pacific commander told reporters.

~"Carter’s announcement
Thursday came ahead of a decision
this year by a United Nations-
backed tribunaton a legai chailenge

“by.Manila to China’s territorial
clafms, -

The .US Defense Department
arnounced that the US and
Philippines have twice conducted
joint patrols in the disputed South
China Sea, once in March and once
in April, and said it plans to
continue regular joint patm}s inthe
futuz‘e
------ “'Phe 276" servxcemembezs will -

rémain tn the Ehlhppmee through:

the end of the month, but are
expected to be replaced by follow-
on personnel, a defense official
said on condition of unomnymity.

“We do expect additional
rotations to ocour,” the defense
official said,

Follow-on forces also could

“increased presence will “deter
"mdditional aireraft will be

“insthe’ northem__ .l :
““capabifities,” accordmg fa the fact

inelude different afreraft than
those remaining this month, the
defense official said.

“Follow-om rotations {}f

determined in'consultation with our
Philippine allies;” said 2 Defense
Department fact %heet prmncie{i to

_reporters
Up to 78 Marmes w1ll be :

assighed to Camp Agiinaido, near

~Manila, where they ‘will-support”
- increased operations in the region

combmed

and Wll! enhan ce:
I (mtrﬂl]

sheet. =
The' rotatmg forces also wxll

include 200 airmen.who will

operate ot of Clark Air Base ob
Luzon Istand. -

The US based about 20, 000
personnel at Clark prior to the

base's closure in 1901 . after. it -
suffered catastrophicdamage from--

Mount Pinatubo's eruption. Then in
1892, the US Navy left Subic Bay—
once gne of the largest overseas
USbases — after the thhppmes

“réjected a new lease.

However, the Philippines now
finds itself in an escalating conflict
with China over ferritory and
fishing rights in the South Chira
Sea. It's one of a handful of
countries in'the region that has
grown wary of China’s rapid
militarization of the sea, which

-includes newly built artificial mlan{is
‘equipped with weapons,” radar’

systems and military-ready
afrsirips.

The 200 or so US airmen will
deploy from various bases in the
Pacific to support five A-10C
Thunderbolt IF attack aircraft from
the Blst Fighter Wing at Osan Alr
Base, in South Korea; three HH-
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60Q Pave Hawk heleopters from
the 18th Wing at Kadena Air Base,
Japan; and a MC-130H Combat
Tglon }l special operations aircraft,

Defense officials would not
specify where the Talon was based.
The Talon specializes in delivering
and: extractmg spemal operatms
_mto cuntested areas and has a suite
‘6f Sensors that ean be used to
suppart rescue and humamtanan
misstons. U

...In Mareh, the US annouriced -
_' 1t would ‘rotate troops {0 the'
: fsllowmg {ive Philippine bases:.
“Anfonio Bautista Air Base, Fort. s
Magsaysay, Lambia Asr__Base, '

Basa Air Base and Mactan-Benito
Ebuen . Air Base. . The
announcement came after a
Philippine court earlier this year
approved the Enhanced Defense
Coopération Agreement, which
the two sides signed in 2014,

wn@iie of ‘the bases, Antonio
Bautista Air Base, is on Palawan
Istand. It is about 100 miles away

from’some of the Spratly Tslands, =

‘2 colléction of rocks and small
“jslanids claimed by several countries
in the region. ’
Carter announced Wednesday
that the US plans to expand its
presence bevond those five bases
toinclude Clark Air Base and Camp
. Aguinaldo,
_The Pentagor has not yet

annoiinced details for basing troops

al the other five bases.

. US fires missiles in Philippines war" '

games near South China Sea
Glowing projectiles 1it up the
Philippine sky from an advanced
US long-range missile system on
Thursday, i war games aimed at
: boosting their military alliance in
the face of an increasingly assertive
China.

_ The High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System (HIMARS) was the
star of a. simulated "assault
exercise by 5,500 175 and Philippine
soldiers, unleas]ung six missiles at

‘distant targets from a dry riverbed .

thtee hours’ drive from Manila.

US: Marine Cobra. attack"_'.

ﬁehcop‘;erq and Piuhppme 8211
~is highly mebile, Jethal.'So Ithink

jets also buzzed over the Crow

Valley training range as Filipino
“and U§“troopd acted .out the

eaptlire of i nnagmary enemy held _
o he wafched the missiiefiring. -

termory

the shadow “gta festering
dispute between the poorly

“squipped US ally and regional
giant China over islands. reefs
and waters in the resource-rich

South China Sea.

*The truth of the matter is we
are ailies and as allies, we need to
work together,” Lt.Gen. John
Toolan, the US Marine Corps
Pacific commander told reporters,
referring t0'the missile systent.

asked if the U8 would deploy
HIMARS to the Philippines in the

case of armed umflict over the

" South China Sea. :
The system's range is 800 _

kilometers, Toolan said, meaning

it could hit vessels far from the
Philippine tandmass,

. -China claims most of the South . -
Ohina Sea, even Watets and Tocks™
“elose to the coasts of several

neighbors that ov eriap with their
claims.

Beijing has reclaimed several
reefs claimed by Manila and bailt
structures on them that the
Philippines alleges were designed
for military use — a charge China
denies.

The exercises were staged i

4Tt hink:-we willbe.more than..
: happy to shave.” he said when

‘Highlymobile, lethal- |
Although the United States has
not taken a stand onthe conflicting
claims to the South China Sed, it
has opposed China’s efforts to
¢laim the waters and has stressied
freedom af ns:ﬂgatmn in the vital

‘sealane.’

W, have seen the capablhty It

it is one ofthe cap&bﬂmes we want

to- have,” Philippine ‘Navy, Vzce—

Admiral Alexander Lopes sald as ’

Lopez ’che f‘ommander of
Fxhpmo forees in the South Chma

" Sea, fold reporters’ this would

neaise the skill and the regpect
for your armed forces; ot only-
for t:he Filipinos but also in our
region”.

Toolan said the fwe- week
maneuvers displayed the capability
of both armies to deploy rapxd‘ly
across the Asian archipelago. ™

The truck-mounted missile
system had been flown aboard a

_glant. m111ta1y transport planeito
San alr;mzt nearthe Grow. Va.i}ey_

firing range earlier in the day from

the western Philippine island -of

Palawan.

The Philippines has been
improving its defence ties with the
United States to help upgrade its
czpability to defend its territory.

The Philippines has allowed
Ameri ican forces to rotate through

“five Ph:hppme hases’ mcludmg one

on Palawan and another in the
north, both close to the South
China Sea.

Asked if HIMARS systems would
be deployed in these five bases,
Toolansaid: “That's not necessarily
in the plan but-obviously, with the

" mebility the HIMARS gives you, you

can use it anywhere.” AFP
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1a-(ISIS) claxm that 1tq flghte
ggéody & 'ounters

: From page 1

" cldimed fespongibility for killing -

“had .blown up.seven trucks”

nearly 100 Philippine’ soldiers and

fransporting them.
Rut Brig. Gen. Restitutoe Padﬂla
Jr., spokesman of the Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP), -

said contrary to what the 1818
reportedly claimed, there were 10
trucks hif by bombs du;mg the

f tghizmg

At least 18 soldzers were kzlied'-' :

in a 10-hour gun battle ir Tipe-Tipo

~ town last April §.

“We lost only 18 éo]éiers but

! killed 28 Aby Sayyaf members since
¢ fighting began en Saturday. Gur

. troops centinued to pursue them .

and we will not stop until we achieve
a decisive victory,” he siressed.
According to him, the terror

: group is {rying to sow fear.

“Our initial assessment is that
this is part of the propaganda that
1518 or the Daesh is trying to do

on the palt of the groups here in -

the Philippines,” Padil's siressed.
He maintained that the military
has net validated the presence of

. ISIS in the country, hut merely
i groups, like the Abu Sayvaf, that

p@isce raisedoubts
ESES dasm m Mmdmm clashes

Wif.h gevernmenttloops in \‘E.ndamn st ﬁmg
t jre was no evidenee directiy Fiskiig st her n
“Muslim rebela m rm gwup '

want to identify themselves with
Da esch.

~-But-a-previously.obscure group..
' 'élscounted by the military as.a’
“gralltime’ axtnrtmn gang in March [

launched ad assault on a remote
“armv outpost on Mindanao. the
largest seuthern islard.

flghtmg that the military said teft
six soldiers and at least 12 mititants
dead, and forced more than 30,000

- people to flee their homes.
The gunmen flew 1815 fiags-

dulmg the hghtmg, and bandanas
with the group's insignia were found
when soldiers overran their base,
o' two-story concrete building,
according to the military.

Chief Supt. Wilben Mayor,
spekesman, of the Philippine
- National Police {PNP), for his patt,

echoed Padilla’s statemendts.

“Up to this time, we have not
received validated information
regarding the presence of that
group, While there are groups that
sypipathize or are inspired by that
pamculal group but then again
there is no validated information
o the presence,” he stressed.

The military operation
targeted the group of Abu Sayvaf

>

2958

“The attack triggered a week of

IRS — Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Te! nc. (02) §45-3555 Local: 5285, 5

ub

za ons, 1epmted 1818 had"'_'

Tum fo page 3

leaders Isnilon Hapilon, whe had
pledged allegiance to ISIS in 2014,
and Furuji Indama, who was

- declared critically wounded:
LAs of ‘yesterday, pursu;t

opelatlons are still continuing.
Maj. Filemon Tan Jr,
spckesman of the AFP’s Western
‘Mindanao (ormand, said as of
noontime yesterday a total of 31
Abu sayyaf tervorists had been
killed.
Among those kilied was
“Morocean-Mohamniad . Khattab,

tagged as an expert in bémb- '

maaking.

“The enemies are still
there.. pm suit operations are still
angoing,” said Tan.

The killing of Khattab zatsed
suspicions that I! apilon’s grouip is
really linked with 1SIS.

Time Magazine, meanwhile,
guoted Rohan Gunaratnz, an
international terrorism expert at
S. Rajaratnam Scheol of Security
Studies in Singapore, as saying “It’s
very likely that (Abu Sayyaf) will
declare a satellite ef the caliphate
in the coming year.”

“Opnee that is done, it will be
much more difficult to dismantle
these groups.”
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AFEP confirms it coordinated with the MILF on Basilan operations
Erom the Phitippine Daily inguirer (Apr 141 AFP confirms it coordinated with the MILF on Basilan

operations

General confirms that ‘Abu Sayvef suspect’ic an MILF man: Probe underway on why suspect was where

he should not be

SURVIVDE'S STORY. AFP Chief of Staff Hernands iriterri and Defense Secratary Voltaire Gazimm lizlen
i the siory of Capt, Kiblas KMauricio, whb survived the clash with Abu Seyyal bandits i Basilan on

3 iy
Saturday. Apr. & 2076 JULIES ALIBALA P INGHHRER MINDANAD

The Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) coordinated with the WMoro Islamic Liberation Front
{MILF) prior to its operation in the village of Baguinden in Tipo-Tino, Basilan on April 8 that left 18

soidiers dead and 56 others wounded.

Maj. Filemon Tan Ji., spokesperson of the Western Minganao Command, said the coordipation,
made through the Joint Coordination Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities (JCCCH), was
“nart of the mechanism” to malntain the ceasefire between the MILF and the Philinpine
government and prevent miscommunication that could lead to fatal epcounters.

Brig. Gen. Glenn Macaserg of the government’'s CCCH confirmed to the Philipping Daily Inguirer
that prior coordination was made with Hadji Dan Asnawi, commander of the MILF's 114th Base
Command. and Hamsa Sapanton, commander of the MiLF's Provingial Police Force,

“We have implemented this to avoid confrontation between the miiitary and the MILF.” Macasero said.
“We have talked tc the base commander. then the MILF CCCH to establish and relay the genera area ol
operations. anc the men af Hamss Sapanton of the nrovincial police force were re-positioned. they were

relocated from Baguindan tc Bohe Pivang ™ Macasero said

Almost 200 MILF members were also refocated and they gave way to the troops for the conduct of

Army Core Purpose: Serving ﬁ}g people. Securing the land.
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oneralions. he added.

Macasero said details of the operation "were not made known 1o the MILF. except for the general

area of operation.”

Also incluged in the agresd ground rules wag the refocation of civilians ang the MILF oul of Baguinaan.

“if there is anvone from the MILF or civillans {who violate this ground rules), they can be
considered aiding the lawless elements thaf are subject of this operation,” Macasero said.

The WILF in Basilan confirmed that prior coordination was made by the military.

An MILF sourse toid the Inguirer that Asnawi anc other MILF commanders regularly met for the gradgual

relocation of its people to safer areas.

“The group of Asnawi has been helping the soldiers. They have been securing sorme areas as j
bincking force, day and night, We know the people are getting tired, some are hungry and we i
cannol move 2 lot, but we respect this because we want peace here,” the source said.

The MILF source aiso confirmed that the MiLF has starned mvestigating what happened in the morning of
April 6. “ust to be sure that no MILF was involved

Macasero also admitted that one of the three arrested Abu Savyaf suspests in Baguindan was
Jong Amal a member of the local ceasefire monitoring force, who has been hosp:tallzed gfter
being a Hegedly tortured by soldiers from the Ph!itppme Marines.

“This is under investigation right now. The MILF knows the ground rules and we are wondering
why he was thete in the area,” Macasero said, adding that they have asked the International

WMonitoring Team to investigate the case.

Aside from Aujal, a certain Rakim Maruan ig in eritical condition, after his fingernails, toenails and
teeth were aliegedly extracted during torture, Another alleged torture victim, identified only as
lbho. a member of the MILF Police Force, was killed,

The MILF scurce said Auwl was nioi from Baguindan, Lut from the village of Linuan.
“The MILF is puzzied why Linuan people got inside Baguindan despite the ground ruies.” the source said.

More than 100 Ahy Savval bandite led by tsnilon Hapilon were the targets of the Aprii @ operation. Tar

the Wesmincom spokesperson. said.
Government troops were abie to overrun & 25-bunker camp on Tuesday.

“Fifty-nine sacks of rice. dried goode. detonating cords for the improvises explosive dewce< and medical

raraphernaliz were recovered i the camp.” Tan said hitppewsinfo.inguirer.net’ FTERES confirms-it-

cocrdinated-with-the-mili-on-hasilap-cperations
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fort to curb inefficient pubiic spending.
‘Memorandum Order No. 90 signed

by Executive Secretary Paquito Ochda

Jr said the interest Hahility of AFP-

RSBS continues to grow and the

Government-Owned and/or Controlled
Corporation (GOCC) now faces a deple-
tion of its retained earmngs by the end
of November2016:-

The memorandum notad that”:
the pension and benefits of retired

AFP personnel continue to be funded
through the General Appropriations

U(F!CF OF THE ARMY CHi EF 9UBL1C ArFA E\S

aiacaﬁang “has: ordered i B
thie abolition of the Armed B

En.d t aGG UBCpa army

RSRS tobe the' best interest of the State

‘inorder to improve national productivity.. -
and reduce ineffective and inefficient

spending of public funds,” itsaid,
. Pursuant to the liguidation of AFE-
RSBS's assets, the memorandum

approved the privatization of its wholly- -
- owned subsidiaties, namely Monterossa'
Development Corp. (MDO) and South=

ern Utility Management and Services

-~ Ine. (SUMSID... _
‘The AFPuRSBS Board “which shailf..'
: act as the Board of Liquidators subject'

to oversight by the Governance Com-

- mission, is directed to cease collecting

R |

2 8 [T
S IREE N

“The GCG (Govemance Comnut;smn

“Forces of the Phﬂxppmet;- .for GOCCs) finds the abolition of AFP- -

Retirementand Separahon-_ .
Benefits System (AFP-RSBS) in'an ef-

Zimcfagmaucorr Tel ne. |

: _members contr;butmns and. ac{.rual

interest, and ‘collect all mdebtedness
due 1o the AFP- RSBS. 7
Theé Board shall continue corp: ate

'operatmg budget for the contingation of

leasing services, refund of AFE- RSBS
members’ contributions as theyfali due,

-and servicing of existing’ membershlp

loan programs.
- It shall also enter contracts for the

‘sale of all its real ‘estate assets, golf

and cotntry club shares and all other
personal properties.
Affected officials and pelsennei of

.....

" AFP:RSBS may avail the separation

benefits in addition to retirement or

-~ géparation benefits ‘allowed under ex-

isting laws.

(21 §45-6555Loc al: 5285 5285
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ISIS Is Making Inroads in the Southern Philippines and the

Implications for Asia Are Alarming
Erom Time {Apr 145 1SIS ts Making inroads in the Southern Philippines and the Implications for

Asia Are Alarming

Isiamist extremism ie growing in Mindenac. with.serious security implicatiors for the regior and beyond
s at the site where 406 Isiamist militants leunched an invasion of the southern
iing with sesutity

torces. The ruins of his old house can bs founc there. amid several hundred other rezed homes. Since
ir. another part &f

ther his family has ived in & sports stadium. refusing o move 1t @ newly buill house in

IMuse hMuhammad stan
Philioping city of Zambuange ke cver twd years ago, aparning 20 dave of heavy |

-

o

oW,
“This has been our home for 50 years. he says. 'We're afraid. but we'fl never leave,”

The Moros (*Moore'). as the Musims of the southemn Philippine region of Mindanac are called are khown
for their intransigence. For centuries. they fought the Spanish. Americans and Japanese for their
independence. Today. they are fighting hanila toc. Some 120,000 people have died. and millions have
been displaced. in the past 40 years of insurgency. (Kuddying the picture, 8 separale cemmunist
insurgency is alsc sporadically waged in pans of Mindanac by the New People’s Army which le thought
to consist of some 3,200 figniers.

Yot manv Moros, iike Musa, are not victims of a heavy-handed central government but the
casualties of infighting among their own kin. The battle at Zamboanga, which led to the
destruction of Musa’'s home. started off when factions of one rebel group, the More Naticnal
Liberation Eront, wanted to signal their displeasure with the peace negotiations with Manila then
heing carried oul by another rebel group, Moro isiamic Liberation Front. 11 took 3.00C troops 1o end
the rebel occupation of several districts of the city. in an operation that saw 51 insurgents killed and drove

70.000 people from their homes.
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Now those talks have stalled and. in the frustrated void that has foliowed their collapse,
extremism has taken rool Several More outfits have piedged allegiance to terrorist group lstamic

State of irag and Greater Syria (ISIS) and carried out attacks in its name,

One of those groups is the Abu Sayyaf militia, whose head tsniton Hapilon — now styled Shetk
Mujahid Abu Abdultah al-Filipini — has been appointed 1S15°s leader in the Philippines. Presently.
rike at the group's jungle stronghold on the island of Basiian.

the Philippine army is attempling 1o st

[n one of the bloodiest daye for the armed forces in years. 18 soidiers were kiied and over 50 wounded
on Aprit 9. 1SIS claimed responsibility for the killings. Shortly afier. Abu Sayyafogheaded two Fiiipino
hostages. [The group is aisc holding 10 Indonesians, wo Canadians and s Norwegian caplive

“t's very likely that [Abu Sayyaf] will declare a satellite of the caliphate in the coming year,”
says Rohan Gunaratna, an international terrorism expert at S. Rajaratnam School of Security
Studies in Singapore. “Onge that is done, it will be much more difficult to dismantie these

groups.”

Already. up 1o 1,200 Southeast Asians have joined ISIS in the Middie East. Experts now worry that an
IS18 stronghold in the southern Philippines will act s a regional lure. providing extremists from

across Asia with a place to gain combat experience, before they set act to attack Asian targets or

even taraets further afield, The Jakane atlack in January that kises four civilizns is tust 2 laste of what
HataT] HTE,

could come. save Greg Borion. chair in global lsiamic poiitice & Deabin Univarsity in ideibow

“Wewd lime they won't mess arouns with pistols but bring assaull rifles.” says bartan, “That's ali £ takes io

fers

turr amateurs inio & letha bunch of ks

Some claim that the bigges: ihreat currently 15 that competing, I515-nspirad groups would gesi o
upstage each other with emzll-scaie attacks. However, oroanized. international networks still exist. aven if

n onse funded traning camps i the southern Philippines. nas waned.

the influence of al-Qaeda, whic
along with that of itz affiliates,

indonesian operatives are already trading Syria-hardened tutors for weapons and training
arounds in Mindanao, reports_the 1818 Study Groun, an intelligence collective run by the
Washington. D.C., think tank Center for a New American Security, The ares is evidently attracting
insurgents from further afield too. Mohammad Khatlab. an alegedbombmaking instructor from Merocec.
was reportedly among the five Killed militants on Basilan earlier in April. There have been rumors of
Muslim Uighure from Ching n the ares. And in January ias! vear, Zulkift bin Hir -~ 5 hialaysian described

as s key faciitator between indonesian and Filipino extremist groups — was cornered anc killec in
Mamasapano in central Mindanao. but at the cost of 44 deaths among ihe Philippine army's Special
Action Ferce. Five civiliang also lost therr lives in an operation that turned the tide of support against
President Benigne Aguino {ll's peace negotiations with the Morg separatisis.

“Before the Mamasapane tragedy. it looked really promising " says Richard Javad Hevdarian, g security

expert al De La Salle University in Manila “There were even rumors that Agumno would be nominated for
ihe Nobe! Peace Prize. Unfortunately a lot of journalists sensationatzed the story. fanning anti-Fuslim
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sentiment Poiticians running for office have ther been frying 1C store poliica’ pointe on g

Eurtner talk of & new. autonomous province within the Philippines for the Morc — it would be called
Bangsamorc — has now beer suspendec untl the genere! elections Fiay. In the meantime. savs
terrorism expert Gunaraing, intolerance is putting down deeper rogts, As an example, he points to
¢he March 1 assassination attempt_on a Saudi cleric. Aaidh al-Qarni. The preacher. who has been

on ISIS hit lists, was shot while visiting Western Mindanac State University in Zamboanga for a

rwo-day symposium,

“Recont arrests in Malaysia and Indonesia cleariy show that a new terror attack from 18IS in the
region is imminent.” Gunaratna warns. “And the next one will be bicodier.”

htts:.—-’f'zim&.comf‘429$395.’isis—zamboanqa—mindanao-moro-iaiamisz-terrorist-asla—oh?lippines—abu-sawaff
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Task force formed m probe
Isabela vice mayor’s slay

TUGUEGARAO CITY - A 'Valdey, Lsabela pohce asslbtant - Senior Superintendent Leon:
%pec&al task force:has'bees ire Rafael,-Isabela police chief,
formed fo look into the killi " said persorinel of the 86th
of Jones, Isabela Vice Mayor " Infantry Battalion and Police
Ronalde Lucas by New P _Prownc&al Public Safety Com- .
ple's Army (NPA) rebels. ‘pany launched a manhunt for’

.decldmg whether to declare’

Superintendent Vicente Jonesanelechonhotspot. - therebels, ‘who are reportedly
under the Bemtc TE‘SOI‘]O com— ' In a statement the NPA salci

prand g s
TUMNPA gueml}aq 5317ed Lucaﬂ-‘-.;"‘«%be buym‘g Wﬂ’s%ﬁ"’f%ﬁéd
during 4 campaign sortie in Ba-  in the killing of Vicé Maysr Hlo-
rangay Dicamay on Wednesday rante Raspado during a ses: dn
morning. His body was foind  of the municipal council bt
along theroad around 2pm. ~ year ' —Raymund Catinﬁjg

v
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.. Defense Secretary Ash Carter, left, talks with his Philippine counterpart Voltaire
Gazmin during their joint press conference at the Malacanang presidential palace in
Manila, Philippines on Thursday, April 14, 2016. The United States on Thursday revealed
for the first time that American ships have started conducting joint patrols with the
Fhilippines in the South China Sea, a somewhat rare move not done with many other
partners in the region. (Romeo Ranoco/Pool Pholo vie AP}

The United Steies and the Philip;
under the Enhancet Defense Coop
Carier said Thursday

cwement (Edca). US Defense Secretary Ashion

the Unfisd Sigtes B

v the South Chird

ve that such oparations wiil help us funi: our hy csion our maritime securily

~

main awareness, which are ¢

o)
=
o]
jull
]

military exercises talk

coperability and improve the

ity of the region s

Carer said he joint patrols wouid "continue 16 help &

il

~3

Philippine Navy even as those patrole O
waters.

US military buildup

¢ pzirols in the dispuied South Ching Sea




He said the United C‘tsiec i weasrly 300 roops insiuding UG Alr Foroe
commandos armed with comba? aircraft ant nelicoplers in 1' € P nilippines through the end ¢f

the monih,

= i inflame tansions with Ching i the South Chine

120

The US planis partofem 30
Ses. almost all of which Ching claims, including waters oios to the shores of ks smealisr

naighbars in the region.

Srunel, WMaieysia. the Phikppines. Visinam &no Taiwar hase compeling claims In the rescurce-

rich South China Sea.
Kashington regulary criticizes Baijing for building artificial i‘?iaﬂd“— on reels in the Spraty
archipeiago and deveioping milary iacilities on them, including aisirips. o intimidale the other

claimanis.

China has rejected the criticisms. insisting it has “undisputed sovereignty” over the South Ching
Sea, g claim that the United Stetes has chalienged by sending warships and warnlanes 1o the
disputed region on go-calied freedom-of-navigation operations,

Cmehing afior the annus! B:zf’??'-fat'”@w var g s oL

Carier said the US trouos wihn ALY
“ay the foundation for jomt av patrole io compiemant ongoing maritime ¢

US planes

P SR BV |
CBruusiz A

FPater Paul Galvez. spote s for
Forces of the Philippings wes Gevele ping & similar ¢
have to rely on mobile phones anymore.

s4.mitiion assistance
Salr milionin

nm announses that the United States mmd Qs
oe and naval

Last week, the Pentago ShY
military assistance o the P {ilh._,,a..w-,-g- o hael un intelligence §
retreis.

snoed INTerMETon nelwd

Carter sajd the ?i‘ sed
ol a8

communicaiicns. sensors for patrole vassels an i
airship.

sinment will heip the Philippines keep & walch cver ils

? 2 Mif ol sensors and sirvellianos
spping claime in the Soulh G 5

ritory. including areas where there &

o ea,

Disputed areas

he-




£ s
LPATTT

Asked If the join

said he could not discuse opsranonai!

i natrols would be condustes in disputed areas in the South O
vy b
IREwA TS

“But our military-to-military activiiies plan for & Dross renge of activities—from marume

incidents. provocations, From the Aragncarn pont cf
Sping L\:rr.zoryf‘ he said.

activities 1o ‘a’aur:-;:‘ c*'\:sac:us &
view. cur afliance sovers alt ot the Ph;

Troop rotation

mes ars expecled to lsave at the end of ine morith. b
milar rotaticns into the Philippines in the fulure

The US troops staying after the
othar US forces and aircraft wo

oy T b

4 defsnse official wouid not say how freguently those rotations would happen, but 88
sched-,:i'“= and makeur would fiuctuate. The official was not authorized 1o discuss the issue
publicly o he spoke on condition ¢ T anonymity.

g the size,

The incresssd froop presence is part of € broader US camp sign to expand its assistance o the
: i siz-Pacific region.
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‘Balikatan' 2016 more focused in command-and-
control

Erom the Philippine News Agency (Apr 141

‘Baitkatan' 2016 more focused in command-and-control

This vear's “Balikatan” exercises are different from the pthers as both American and Filipine units
have focused a tot of efforts in providing higher level of command-and-control, &
ranking US military announced Thursday.

"(The) 'Baiikatan’ this year was a little bit unique and that we focused a lot of cfforts at the higher leve! of
command-and-contro! so what you saw here today are small unit leaders are working very closely
together,” US "Balikatan” exercise director Lt. Gen. John Toolan said.

He was referring to Thursday's lve-fire exercises at Crow Valley, Capas, Tarlac which demonstrated

"combined-arms" operations between the two milifaries.

Toolan also said both the Philippines and the US are also working to try and tie the command-
and-contro} of forces throughout the entire country,

*find | think we made @ lot of progress there,” he added.

Tocian stressed thal thie vear: "Baikatan” exercise is & son ¢f & graduation exercise &¢ & jol of

interesting things were dene during the two-week maneuvers which started jast Aprii £ and will end on

Friday.

"This year we have done a fot of interesting things, we have operated in a distributed method with
farces. small forces with capabilities to bring lethal fires tc bear, on the target, we have actually
worked very closely with the headquarters, at the command-and-control level so that we've built
in command-and-cantrof and | think that the coordination mechanism {will allow to work) in a

combined fashion,” he added.

BitoJ/www. pna.gey pliincex onptidn=1&eid=&nid= 1 &rig=8758508
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IS THE th;}pmes today turnmg m _ aﬁ
American ¢olony once again? What prompts
that question has to do with two main’issues.

One is the fact that the Philippine government. - .+ .- _
has ‘offered the Americans the use of five - Is'a'b'el T ES‘COdd
strategic'sites to guard against Chmas further- B o T

encroachments, possibly also to keep a penph
Eeral eye otit for Islaric terrorism: (AS expect:
ed, some nationalists have protested the cou
try’s perceived 1oss of sovereignty,- balkit
the fact that.the established’ feudal” system

iwhlch they sayis abetted by the Amencans will®

be further entrenched ¥

" The otherissue has'to do w:th a presuien—__
t1a1 candldate who may win the race in-May.: .
Such an eventuality could ‘tnakeé the Philip-
pines the only country in the world where the.

presidential palace will be inhabited by a
chief executive’s alien offspring. That doesn't

seem to bother the _g:ancbdates supporters::
I—Iavm'g American citizens” living in Mala- -

caftang is .apparenily qiite acceptable
tothem.

The wording in the, military agreement be-_ B

-tween ‘the Philippines and the Unitéd States

:sklrts the use of the word “bases” and instead . may
‘says that the use of locations in Luzon, Cebu;
Mindand¢ and Palawan will be fora “rotation- -«
‘al presence” where US ships and aircraft will

be deployed for maritime seeurity and hu-

manitarian operdtions. The choice of ‘words

may be becauge it wasn't too long agp that Fil-.
1pmo nationalists succeeded ‘in Gusting the -
icans from their air anid naval bases at:
';Clari{-led "nd Sibic:Bay. Wb:cb makes-the-
new arrarigement, the” Enhanced™
Defense Cooperation Agreement, somewhat -

delicate, though the pact makes no bone9 :
and -

Afi

Present”

about continuing “joint war games”
~“Balikatan” exercises.

labeled unpairlotic

'-Tins brmgs to rnmd hat movement'back-m
the early 1070s when the members’of ayocal

‘grotp began calimg for ‘the Philippines to be
miade the Sist state of the United States: The -

g"roup.: “zalled Phiflippine | Statehood  USA
sd"a. memibership of close to a million,

..Whlﬂ,h struck . many - people, Fxhpmo and

fore1gn, a8 bizarre, Indeed, those days seemed
to be “moré fun” (and ‘gamies) in the Philip-

< -pires* before that slogan promotmg tourxsm

was coined.

. Now and then SOMIe media mavens wﬂi re-
cail‘the words of.the first pres1dent of the

Commonwealth republic, Manuel L. Quezon,
wheo said: "] Would rather have a.country run
like hell by Filiptnos than one run like heaven
by the Amencans " A few pundn:s hark back to

“Among ‘some domestxcs workmg in Hong
Kong, T oncé mét an Hocano woman who, hav-
ing seen what the British had wrought in that
well-run- colony, declared it was a pity that

- "Amierica; and not Britaili, had colonized the
'_Phihppmes Wrztmg in the now-defunct satiri-

n 2004; I reported my

refusal £ vote-in our riext presidential elec-
tion. She trotted out the standard line about
riot -expecting change to happen—“Wala na-
mang magbabago”™—as many others have done
in our other elections. : :

il

he stated her

The womar’s wish for Brzt;sh colomzauon
reminded me that the Spamsh were ‘ejected
frorn Manila by the British in 1762, when Rear
Adm. Samuel Cornish arid:Brig. Gen. William
Drapet sailed into Magila Bay and’ ‘oecupied
the city, They apparently had no designs on the
rest of the archipelago. So did they give Manila

. back to the Spanish less than two years later in

1764, because they had -fournd: the natfves
unmanageable? . .-

Is the Philippines today too pohtlcally frag-
mented and economjcally lopsided to be a tra-
Iy unified nation? The observable disitlusion:
ment replacing the euphoria. over the Edsa
“revolution” just 30 vears &go suggests that the
proud event has lost its luster. Unfortunately,
mernories of the dark era of martial law have
grown dim, with educators today admitting

their failure to fully explain the dictator’s

depredations’ fo the younger . generation.
So that ignorance has allowed Perdinand
Marcos’ offspring to thurnb their noses at their
own people as they plotted their way back
to Malacafiang.

Santayana’s words have beconie d ‘cliché

: about thiose who' edn't remémber the past be-

ing condemned to repeat it. It is Hegel's words
which surely aré more relevant to the Philip-
pines today:

“What experience and history teach is that
people and governments never have learned
from history, or acted in principles deduced
from it, Each period is involved in such pecu-
liar circumstances, exhibits a condition of
hings sostrictly idiosyncratic; that its conduct
wist be regulated by ¢considerations connect-
ed with itself, and itself alone.”

Isabel T. Escoda is a freelance journalist formerly
based in Hong Kong.
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PARIS—French Prime Minister Manuel Valls was
right when he recently said that there is no good
excuse for jihadism, Rejecting the culture of excus-
es, said Valis, also meant resisting the temptation
to dwell on explanations of the jihadist impulse.

And Valls was right again on April 4 when he
warned against the danger of an ideological victo-
ry for Salafism, the doctrine underlying jthadism,

. which views Europe (and, within Europe, France)
as prime ground for proselytization.

Suceessive French governments, -over three
decades, abdicated responsibility for engaging in
this debate. But while passivity may have ensured

. social peace in the short term, it enabled values
other thar those of the republic to take root in
wide swaths of French citles. And this was fol-
lowed by willful blindness, as governments re-
fused to recognize that militant Islamic funda-
mentalism was actually Islamo-fascism, the third
global variant of totalitarianism that die-hard
critics had been decrying for a quarter-century,

This failure of government was abetted by the
complicit myopia prevailing at the extremes of the
political spectrum. In 2012, Marine Le Pen, the

leader of the far-right Nagonai Front, lumpec[ to-
gether (311 order to condemn them both) the reli<
gious symibol that is the yarmulke and the political

emblemn that is the veil. And just this morith, Green
senator Esther Beribassa claimed that a miniskirt is
1o less alienating than a chador. What were Le Pen
and Benbassa doing if not making acceptable a
form of barbarism whose occasionally human face
should never allow us to forget that people are
killing, maiming and raping in its name? |
Compounding the problem is the well-known
advantage that extremnists have over moderates,
by virtue of yeliing the loudest.Just-as the Mon-
© tagnardd drowned out the Girondins in the Leg-
isiative Assembly during the French Revolution,
the rabid #hadists are drowning out the large
number of Muslims who want nothing more thari
to be'left alone to practice their faith in peace and
with respect for others and the law.
And finally, there is the timorous backpedaling

5b

Béf?n'ardéHenfz.' Lévy

we tend to see from ¢ our. ieaders whenever reli-
gious fanatics stigratize those who offend thein.
Yesterday it was the indian novelist Salman
Rushdie; today it is the Algerian novelist Kamel
Daoud. The first reflex of too many ledders at
such times is to stigmatize the victims a second
time, by suggesting that they were asking for it.

In any event, the result is plain: Appeasement

of violent radicalism only encourages more of the
same. As a consequence, we find gurselves in an
undeclared state of intellectual emergency, one
that, regrettably, has given rise to the states of
emergency that our governments prociaim in the
wake of terrorist attacks,
Dealing with this emergency requires, -above,
all, saying and doing the .opposite of what has
most often been said and done. Specifically, we
must call 2 spade a 'spade. An Islamist may be a
lost Muslim or 2 Muslim gone astray, but e or shie
is a Muslim all the same. We must stop repeatifiy
ad nauseam that these aberrant Muslims have
“nothing to do with Islam.”

In other words, we must acknowledge that two
Islams are locked in a ﬁ'ght to the death, and that
because the battlefield is the planet and the war
threatens values that the West embraces the f1ght

“is not solety the Muslims* affdir ™

Once we do that, we must devote ourseres to
identifying, untanghng and exposing the networks
of Islamic hate and terror with the same energy and
ingenuity that are now being applied to unraveling
the global schemes of tax evaders. How long will we
have to wait for the Panama Papers of Salafism?
What is stopping the great newspapers from: flush-
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ing out from the dark web the Mossack Fonsecas of
global jihad and its criminal offshore companies?
We must also aid, encourage and ideologically
arm Muslims who reiect the Islani of hate in favor
of an Istam respectful of worrten, their faces, and
their rights, as weil as of human rights in general.
Is that not what we did in the not-so-distant past
with regard to the brave people we called dissi-
dents in the Soviet world? And were we not right,
at the time, to ignore those who told us that the
dissidents were a minority who would never, ev-
er, prevail against the granite ideology of commit-
nism? ... . o i
. That means protecting and defending Daoud
(to take just one current example), a French-lan-
- guage writer of Muslim origin who ‘suggested
that those seeking sanctuary in Europe woulid do
well to learn to appreciate Buropean values. For
that, Yaoud has been saddled with a double fat-
wa: one from his “assassin brothers,” to borrow
the ' Algerian-French  journalist - Mohamed
Sifaoui’s phrase, and another from a handful of
supposedly progressive and antiracist French in-
tellectuals who accused him of “recycling the
most hackneyed clichés of Orientalism” when he
urged Arab men to respect the dignity of women.
Genuine antiracists, anti-imperialists, and be-
lievers in republican democracy must take the
side of the Islam of moderation and peace in its
war against the criminat Islam of the Salafists. It
is a war that isideological, theological and polit-
cal, s ‘wai that cuts across worlds, cultures, and
" what we are right to call civilizations, from the
lost city neighborhoods of France to those ar-
eas—for example, Kurdistan, Morocco, Bosnia,
and Bangladesh—where enlightened Islam re-
mains alive and well. That, in broad strokes, is
our urgent task. This is our war
B Project Syndicate

Bernard-Henri Lévy is one of the founders of the
“Nouveaux Philosophes” (New Philosophers). move-
ment. His books include “Left in Dark Times: A
Stand Against the New Barbarism.” :
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AFP denies ISIS hand in Basilan clash
From the Phiflippine News Agency (Apr 14): AFP denies ISIS hand in Basiian clash

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Thursday vehemently denied reports claiming that Isiamic
State of Irag and Syria (ISIS) terrorists is responsible for the attack that killed 18 soldiers and wounded 53

others in Basilan last April 9,

" would like to address the first issue on the announcement of the ISIS group, {coming from Cairo, Egypt)
owing to the attack on Philippine forces in the island of Basilan. First of all | like to say that this is not true.”

AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said.

Reports claimed that ISIS terrorists they have blown seven military trucks, killing 23 scidiers in the process.

"The attack was initiated by the Aby Sayyaf Group (ASG) and (reports claiming that 1SIS have staged the ambush)
are not true and inconsistent with real events on the ground and we assess that this is mere propaganda on the part
of the larger group because they have taken notice of the events in this country,” he added.

"As it is, we encourage everyone not to give this value because this is very inconsistent with what is really happening
on the ground and as such we are bent on finishing whatever operations we have ongoing,” Padilla stressed.

As this develops, the number of ASG bandits killed in ongoing aperations in Tipe-Tipo, Basilan since last April 9 has
now climhed to 31.

The AFP spokesperson said about half of this number are for validation even as military units continue to scour the
grounds to ensure that all of the bandits are neutralized for the betterment of the country.

No government losses were sustained in these operations, he added.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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PAF recommends permanent deployment of firefighting chopper

in the region
From the Philippine Information Agency (Apr 13): PAF recommends permanent depioyment

of firefighting chopper in the region

The Tactical Operations Group X! of the Philippine Air Force has recommended the
permanent assignment of a chopper in Davac Region that can be used in regcue

operations and has firefighting capability.

Lt Colonel Jose Ritchie Pabilona, commander of the TOG X! said a chopper with rescue
and firefighting capability is crucial in_saving lives and property especially now that fire
occurs in both the urban communities and rural areas like the Mt. Apo National Park.

“We need a helicopter here that can be used in both rescue missions and firefighting.”

he said.

Speaking in the AFP-PNP Press Corps briefing conducted at the Davac City Police Office,
Pabilona reported that based on the 77 sorties conducted in 83 flying hours since March 28 up
to April 11, a total of 72 Bambi bucket operations had been conducted by the 505th Rescue

Group using their helicopter to stop the fire.

He said the support two choppers dubbed as Super Delta Helicopters also conducted a total of
217 crushed ice operations. ' '

Pabiiona noted that the cloud seeding operation conducted by the Department of Agriculture
with the support of the 900th Air Group of the Philippine Air Force also helped in putiing out the
fire.

“Now that the fire is totally out. we are awaiting the final declaration by the Bureau of Fire
Protection,” he said.

Pabilona said the Super Huey chopper has been sent to Bukidnon Province to help put out the
fire, this time in Mt. Kitanglad.

Captain Rhyan Batchar, spokesperson of the 10th infantry Division said g total of 117 troops
had been pulled out aiready from Mt. Apo Sunday, April 10 when the fire was finaily controlied.

Maijor Ezra Balagtey, spokesperson of the Eastern Mindanao Command said that the military is
currently assessing the situation in Mt. Ape and on standby to respond to where their assistance

is needed.

http:/inews.pia.gov.ph/articie/view/2381480531 992/paf-recommends-permanegni-deployment-of-
firefighting-chopper-in-the-region
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Malaysia closes Sabah border to southern Philippines
From Update. Ph (Apr 14). Malaysia closes Sabah border to southern Philippines

The Malaysian govermiment has closed its Sabah border to the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM; in 2 protest to the recent kidnapping of Malaysian nationals by the extremisi
Abu Sayval Group operating between the waters of Sabah and ARMM island- provinces in

southern Philippines.

Lawyer Laisa Alamia, ARMM executive secretary, said Malaysian authorities implemented a
blockade since last week to Tawi-tawi, an ARMM province component nearest to Sabah, which
halted the centuries — old barter trading activity in the area between Mataysia and the Philippines.

“The ASG kidnanping activity is now a national issue that is why (ARMM) Governor Mujiv Hataman is
currently in Mansz talking 1o Malacafiang about this.” ehe told newsmen Thursday duning a press brigfing

regarding updates on the region.

Or April 2. armec ASG miitants onboard a speedboat snatched four Malaysian nationals from: a ship off

rritory ghier the incident.

v
the eost ocoast of Sabah ang sped-off towards the direction of the Philippine territo

Five otner crew mempers of the ship from kyanmiar and Indonesis were not harmed ang ief behind by

o g £ o o
the ASG abduciors,

Maiavsie has stronghy, condemnse the abduclion preseing it o close ks horder o ARKE over an

indefinite period of tir

“The nagging secutity probiem in the region's island-provinses remaln foremost in the agendz of the

govemmeant

,.
]
s

neace afforts in the south,” Alamia stressed

She said necotiations between ARMM and Maiaysian government are underway to reopen Sabah
to Tewi-tawi and resume the custornary harter trade in the region.

hitn: Dwww update ph 201004 malaysia-gioses-sabah-border-to-southern-phitippines 4326
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