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Abu Sayyaf sets
ransom deadline

THE ARBU Sayvyaf group has given the
families of the three foreigners and Fil-
ipino woman seized from Samal island
tast year until April 25 to pay a much
lower ransom in exchange for the vic-
tims’ freedom.

in a new video uploaded on
YouTube on Friday, the hostages ap-
pealed to the wictims' families and
their governments to pay P300 million
for each of the victims. The abductors
had earlier demanded P1 billion each.

A man who intoduced himself as
John Ridsdel, a Canadian, said they
were told it was the “final, absolute
warning.”

“This is an urgent appeal to our gov-
ernmnents and families, if P300 million
is not paid forme by 3 p.m.-of April 25,
thev will behead me,” said the gaunt-

~Jooking Ridsdel.

The other men, who introduced
themselves as Robert Hall of Canada
and Kjartan Sekkingstad of Norway,
made similar appeals while a long
knife was held to their neck.

Julie M. Aurelio

i
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of seszed Malaysaan boat crew

LA ‘picture of the four crewmenbers of a Malaysmn boat -
f k:dnapped by suspected Abu Sayyaf gunmen off Sabah has -
~beeriposted on Facebook, Malaysaan newspaper 'I'he Sfar Onlme
_ 'reported yesterday. . : s
“. The cremembers {were  showrt squaftmg and one of them'
U was: hoidmg apieceof; paper w1th ; 0 '
: '8 20167 written o it e
. The captives; who were 1denf:1ﬁed as Wong Teck Kang,
i 31 “Wong Hung' Smg, 34; Wong Teck Chii, 29, and Iohnn}
“Lau Jung Hien, 21'= all from Sarawak '~ were among the
" nine crewmembers of M/ VMasﬁve 6 seweci off Pu}au ngltan 2
' __around 6pm onAprll. :
- Thé report said the kxdnappers contacted the Fammilies of _
- -the hostages “with demands for their release” om Tuesday.
“+ The families met Sarawak Chief Minister Tan St Adenan .
Satem on Thursday o ask for help, the report added: -
- Star-Onlimie said the Facébook page was most likely. ficti-
tious but it could be an attempt at opening ameans of com- -
munication with the familiesof the victims. -
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Sayyaf issues
on four Sar

. The Abu Sayyaf has issued .
what it claims to be a final ults
‘matitm fegarding four hostag
es taken last September fromi
‘Samal Island as the ransom
demand has been lowered. -
o In video footage released -
yesterday, the kidnappers
set a new deadline on April .
25 for Canadians John Ridsdel,
Robert Fall and Norwegian
Kjartan Sekkingstad to settle
their ransom.”

- The Abu Sayyaf demanded

‘hostage, a Filipina identi
‘as Maritess Flor. -
- Notice to the family, to
~Canadian government and

fina

owri from P1 billibn.: e
The gunmen, however, did |
not elaborate .on the fourth:

to'the
Philippine government, now-
the deadline of warning was

©over last April 8... So now this

is really an ultimatum, once
you don't meet the demand,

e has been launching a -
ries of operations to rescue the |

~ hostages i Sulu'and Basilan.

“That's their deadline. Not
our deadline. If something
happens to the hostages it
will be their own responsibil-
ity,” said Col. Noel Detovato,
Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines Public Affairs Office
Shime s SR

. The military continued its

offensive against the Aby
Sayyaf since last week, leaving

P300 million for each h(')s'tage, '

d’
~+ rounded by 10 of their kidnap--
pers, appealed for the payment. -

we will certainly behead one -

ffice .

- among these foiir on
at exactly 3 p.m.,” one of the

~kidnappers szid in the video. .

v All'three foreigners, sur-”

of the P300 million for each of
‘them or they will be executed.

The bandits initially de-
manded P1 billion ransom for
each of the four kidnapped
victims and issued ‘an tiltimia-
Jamifrom Match '8 to April

1 ultimatum
al hostages

" By JAIME LAUDE
Apiil 27 -

with a warning that something
terrible would happen to the
hostages,

Unidentified gunmen
snatched the four from the
island resort of Samal in Davao
del Norte in September last

‘year. The four subsequently

ended up in the hands of the
bandits in Sulu.

- The military, while ac-
knowledging the safety of the

four hostages is its main con-

several bandits dead and some

" The military said several
Abu Sayyaf were killed in
clashes Thursday night, while
tour soldiers were wounded.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr, des-
ignated spokesman for the
ground operation, said their

Clapano ..

fotces engaged with some from.
. thebanditgroup led by Isnilon
Hapilon and Furuji Indama. —
With Roel Parefio, Jose Rodel

- government troops wounded. -

i
1
i
¢
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By Mano J _Eﬂallaﬂ

s .at sround 9:30.p.mz

_the Army’s 104th Brigade were -

“‘dledring snd pursuit operatwns, :
“in'southern Philippines. -

clashesstarted Iast Saturday in the:
- ‘outskirts of Sitio Bayoko, Barangay
'__-Bagmndanm'l‘ipoﬂpo :

fa;tahnes remained af 18,

s troops are not affected by allegations
© oftorture against the military by two
- snspectedAbu Sayyaf members who

Fireﬁght erupted anew on the'_
outskms of ‘Basilan. prevmce

yesterday mght resu}tmg infour:-
governumment troops wounded while -
at least .one Abu Sayya_f bandit, .
“killed, the military said yesterday. -

Maj: Filemon Tan I,

:spokesman’for the 'mzhtarys

Western Mindanaé -Command

"(Westmirrcom}, $aid that the {atest -

encounter happened aleng
Barangay Amoloy in Txpo Tipotown -

Tan said ‘that four members 0
woanded dunng the clash while at

his body was recovered. _
*Troops are still conducting:

Tansaid. .
. This brought to 32 the number >
f slain terrorists; mcludmg Moroccan:”

 fwére’5Y sacks of rice; bomb«makmg
ma)beria]s medxcai sqipment and
_' varions dried and éannied goods.”

least one Abu Sayyaf was killed a.ncl o

: been the lair of Khattab; tagged =
as an expert in bomb ma}ung and ™
" -outto-consolidate térrorists groups

it
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i already sent a probe team to look

into the aﬂegatlon .
‘Otir operations are contmumg
Qur traops remained focus and are_ )

“We know that the publm 15'- .

aware of the sacrifices of our

so!dlers for our country and flag

and to win the peace and address .

threats of bombings,” he added. ..:
OnTuesday, government forces .. .,

seized an Abu Sayyaflair in Barangay . ..

Baguindan which has 25 bunkersthat. =

accomimodate about 100 persons.

. Recovered fromthe. encampment

- 'The camp was believed o have

shi

The military has mteﬁmﬁed
combat operations agamss the Abut

Ehattab, since mtense"

Tan said that the government

Aceordmg toTan, govemment ;

wiere eartier apprehended.:
Tan “said that Westmmcom

" in Basilan and Radulan Sahiron in .
‘Suli since November last year upon -

: scormg heavily against the ASG in

“‘wounded last April § when the
‘country was observing Valor Day. %

Sayvaf groups on Ienilon Hapilon ',

the order of President Aquino. .
{overnment troops had been

both Suln and Baislan’ provmces

. prior to the 10-hour clashin Tipo ay:
‘Tipo that ended in the killing of 18 ;5

troops while 53 :others were
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3 ASG bulagta sa militar
Sa pagpapatuloy na operasyon BE . Matatazldaannanasalssﬁndald ang
nilitar laban sa mg4d bandidong Abu : nasawi at 56 iba pa 52 UNANG ATAW T S8
Sayyaf Group (ASG), jmivlat na tats ‘gnpaafi Hiong Sabado. : _
o pang ASG members ang napatay 58 . jNapag—almnaanabmawiahnang bo-
Brgy. Baguindan, Tipo-Tipo, Basilan., - hay 4ng 1sa 52 satlong hinihinatang mi-
o Aug fmponmasyon ay infiabas i Ma: yembro ng ASGna nehuii Kernakalawa
jor Filersion Tan, spokestman 1g Western '_"ngmiiitafsaké'sagssgaxing engluwentro.
Mindanao “Commnand - (WestMinCom),: - KampopgASG.
5 ~nakubkobng militar -
e - [pinapgmalaki ngayos g Armed
= Saika—anirii_na_arﬁv%aintéﬁée opéra-, Foroes of the Philippines {AFF) 1a na-.
tion pg Militar, sinabi i Tan na uraagbot Jaibkob né pilaang kampo BE bandi- {
i -sa-31 bhandido ang napatay $2 bak= - dong ASG se Tipo-Tipo, Basiian. ¢
‘bulkan na nagsimula pa nitong Sabado; ‘Ayon kay Tan, parekober ng militar !
. Nizy mga pangalan po sila sa amin ang 200 bunkers atmgadetonating cord'
pero hindi pa po panahon para jlabas,” " sa palabkebriakutang bandidong gro-
pehayagpamiTan . .. o % po.(Betehal Julian/Al Jacinto) .

‘Base sa feport ng kanilang wopa sa Bast
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‘Kuta ng ASE sa Basilan,
nakubkoh ng militar

i T JIPINAGMALAXI #igayon ng Arfed Forces ofthe Philippines
{AFP)na nakubkob na nila ang kashpo ng-bandidong Abu Sayyaf -
Group (ASG) sa Tipo-Tipo; Basilan. - oot s o n i -

" Ayon kay Major Felimon Tan Jr., tdgapagsalita ng AFP-West-

Fem Mindanao Command, iarekober ng miilitar ang 200 bunkers

1 atmga détonating cord 58 nakubkobnakutang bandidong grupo.”

1 Nanintwalaang opisyal na ginaganiii ang kampo bilang training

| groiumd ng mya rebelde at pagawazait ng improvised explosivede-

| tvice (TED).: i e e e e el

.. Nagpapatuloy pa rin ang operasyon ng militar paratugisinang
:mgakumandér ngErupo narsing Ubaida Hapilon at Furiji Indama. .
-Qinabi'ni Tan:na kabilang si Inidama sa tationg kritikal ang -
kalagayan matapos na masugatan sagngkwentro. e o
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_stepped~up US lehp#
pine mﬂ1tary coopera-
tion,” China on Thurs-
‘day said it would “reso--

Tutely defend” its inter-
“ests” and accused the
two 1ongstandmg allies
‘of _ militarizing. ~ the
‘South China Sea and-

__:harbormg a “Gold War_
mentahty : '

_ 'I‘he Lomments of Chmas des
- fense miristry came shortly af-
fer - Thursday’s - announcement -
that the ‘United : States would
“serid froops and Planes to the
Philippines for more frequent
rotations and would increase
joint ‘sea ‘and air paﬂols with
' Philippine forces -in ‘the hotly
- disputed South China Sea. - . :
OFFiCE OF 'E‘HE ARMYCHiEF PUBLICAFFAIRS ~In a.move likely ;o further com Te! no. {02)345-95551.06&1 5285 5285
; anger Beijing, US Defense Sec-
Army Core Pur 1etary Ashton Carter on Friday
. - -CHINA/ Aé

unng the fand.

[
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China slams new US-PH
mmmry wopemtmn

US mlhtary' alliances o

'From pageAE

wsxted an. am:raft carrief —a po- .
tent ”symbol “of - US" mﬂltary' i
might—in thé South'China Sea
as parte of his current visit to the: -
region whlch does not include

tr'y’s - statement also refer-
1ced | Chma s longstandmg op-

]

preeinment'
‘the Asia-Pa-

ﬂlt "ﬁzmg the regmn’
eficial to region-

'_ saw the partmpat;on of $,000

to defend Philippine’ territory
under a new security deal be-

_ "Fhe Phihppmes Vzemam
jBrunel Malaysia and Taiwan -

tween the 1ongtlme allies.
‘The’ South' China ‘Sea dis-
: -puté also featured in talks be-
tween Chinese Premier Li Ke-

: also claim territory controlled
or claimed: by China and' in-

~“the prime minister-of close U

to‘balanice seciirity needs with

S Chmese market

':'j: 4 Settle dnsputes peacefully

P
“islets, reefs and ato}ls are be- .
heved 0 be mmng atop vast ol

" claithants;  shotld ~senle dis-

al gas resarves

~dance ‘with interziational law,”

Tarnbull told reporters in Bei~ s
jing ‘on Friday,'a day after his -

meeting with Li.

The' ‘Chinese defense min-

'”Phﬂapplne _militaries, - which -

- systerh that 1 may e deplcyed .

- qiang ‘and Malcolm Turnbull,

© * ally Alstralia] which'is trying s feud

- ifs etonomy’s rehance on- the o

“Weve always had good and
constrictive discussions but our -
position is that all claimants, all = -

... putes peacefully and in“accor- - -

Beijing and Washington

have repeatedly traded accu-

sations over who is responsi-
bie for raising tensions in the

"South China Sea, with the

United States citing Ching’s is-
land-building ‘project and ef-
forts to block other disputants
from parts of the cruciatwater-

-way, through which passes

more than $3 triilion in global
trade passes gach year. )

“Threat to China security

China séys its island devel-
apments are mamly for civil-

iani purposes ‘and’says - US

maval - acmvmes-—especxally

the sailing of ships close tc its
_newly buiit. zslands—threatens

China’s security.
7 “The US has been taklug ail

_ kmds of actions to provoke Chi- |

na, forcing it to take counterac-

tons that will resuit in an esca-

lation of the situation,” Su Hao,
an international relations ex-
-pert at Beijing’s China Foreign
‘Affairs University, told The As-

qccaated Press

: ;the Umted States Would even-

tually launch joint patrols with
other nations to further chal-
lenge China’s position in the

‘South China Sea.

" -Chinese media speculate that

“could involve: Japan, . China’s
:‘histotical nemesis with which it
& over ownership of a -
“strinig of uninhabited Japanese-
.controlled islands in the East
"China Sea.’:

“The contmuous escalat:on
of the sitnation will offer the US
better exciises and more oppor-

‘tunities to strengthen its mili-

. tary presence in the South Chi-
“nia Sea, §o a$ to turn the South
..Chirta ‘Sea Into 4 region of mili-

tary cosifrontation,” Su said. Re-
portsfrom AP and AFP
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war games at Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon
_D&fe ' Secretaryv 1ta|re Gazmm nd AFP Chlef of Staff Gen. Hernando Iriberri.

USv ws{_Support for allies in Asia

SyjuheM Aurello g

ic transitions in the Philippines

- -.: and the United States, we mli:

i “continue to. stand shoulder to
E .vowed 10 support ‘the’ Philip- * shoulder,”” US* Defense Secre-
. pines and-other ‘allies in Asia
_ _am1d China’s mcreasmgly ag<
gressive behavior in the hotly
: _-dlsputed South China Séa. .. .
7 YAt a fime of change in this

dynarmc, region, and democrat-

tary Ashton Carter said at the
closing ceremony for this year's

Balikatan - (shoulder-to-shoul-
7. :der) ~war games between US

and Philippine troops..
“We will continue to stand up

-

ty, on Fritiay. Behind are Pentagon chief Ashton Carter (feft), -

RICHARD REYES

for our ‘safety and freedoms, for

"those of our friends and allies,
.anid:for. the. values; principles,..

“aid niles-based order that has
“benefited so many for so long,”

Carter said.
- US VOWS/ A6

iﬁdefemeahlefms:tsﬂs _
warshlp mSnuﬂthmaSea/Aa '

|
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! The Pentagdn chief a:mved in
Mamla on Wednesday to'6b-
: _senfe the war: games, wh1ch n-

freedom-of- ﬁaﬁg&ndﬁ operations;
a5 seen as Te-

d States’ com--

fense dealvmh Manifa: s
" The announceémeant angered_ _

by mﬂltary alrcraft

The Unired States had criticized

China ot -its aggressive moves, " -
.pines Chief of Staff .Gen. Her-

challenging Befjing’s’ claims by

On Thursday; :

;- China, which said-ir would “res-

e sr,ed in workmg

'South Chinia Sea; including wa-

. ters'closé to the shores of Brunei, -
Malayma} ‘the Philippines, Viet-

ndin and Taiwan, all of which also
haye overlappmg clams to terri-
toryin the strategacwate:way

- goand topped some -of them

. wzrh aarsmps that could be usedf

am pleased to See 56 many

China. cia:ms almost the whole -

olutely defend” ifs. mterests -in’
: *‘time, and this should bode’ well

the South China Sea.
Best practlces

s Inchis remarks at the, closmg-._-
ceremony, ‘Defense . Secretary.
- Voltaite:Gazmin. alsé welcomed:

the participation of ‘Australian’
- and Japanese soldiers arid mili--
tary personnel fromother coun-’

tries i the region in the _]O]Ilt
exercises as observers. -

engaging our other parthers. We
should continue to use this op-

sending warships and aircraft neat -

‘and the Phﬁ@pmes had begun - not
joint patrols in the South China -
« ‘Sea and that Washmgton would

tu:es and learn from each other’s
experiences,” Gazmin said.
. Armed Forces of the Philip-

‘nando Iriberri praised the con-
. tinuing ' success and achieve-

ents of the annual war- gamies..

-also ;’iomted out “the

¢:. enhanced security cooperation

between the United States and
the Philippines.
“I'think we are poised to be-
come best friends for. a. long

. for all, for'best friends do more

together'i- This 15 Who we are,

EI*‘ore:ign Secretary” Jose Rﬁne

_'A]mendras_ thanked the _US s0l-
diers - who took part in this year’s
- joint 7 manetvers,

saying he

- hoped -the " Americans -enjoyed

“ “IInviting] _observers: from |
‘other countdes contribites 10
urthmstnfenhancmgmulmlat~__._‘_ ~and.
ral security cooperation and " leave the

portunity to exchange best prac- -

- their brief stay in the Philippines.

“We are gratefu} for your vis-

agree that it is more fun in the
Philippines,” Almendras said,
using the slogan for the Depart-

e'mted the expansmn of mes"

ment of Tourism’s 2012 marke
ing campaign to attract mor
tourists to the country.

Some 5,000US troops partic
pated in thls year's Balikatar
which began on April 4 ané enc
ed yesterday.

Around 3,500 Filipino SOIdlﬂ]
tookpar{m the joint exercises.

The " highlight of the tw
week joint maneuvers -we
Thursday’s live-fire exercises i
Crow. 'Valiey, Capas, Tarlz
province, “during which U
troops demonstrated the cap:
bility of an advarced US long
range missile system.

The exercises also involve
territorial defense, mobilizatio
and humanitarian assistanc
and disaster response..

...Summerheat

©Almendras moted that t
e Amencan servicermern pamelpa
“éd in the Balikatan' éxercises i

the summer, which he said w:
“the hottest period of the year.”

“May the heat of the summ
in the Philippines kindle ar
enhance the warmth of o
fnendsmp from the shared e

1. perience that you had with ot
il “soldiets  and: with" the Fﬂzpn‘

peoplé whose lives you hay
touched,” he said.  Withar
port from AFP
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o 'B’f’]uiié M: Aurelio-

SIS DEFENSE Sectretarv Ashiton

transited the South China Sea six times, according to'Pentagon
¢raft carrier on Fnday to show US commltment to mamtammg
: : : STENNISNAVY!

‘”I'Iney have been __operaung
Veryprofesmonale Boxall said:
Philippine-claimed waters: . “The" Stennis ‘has” ‘gailed’ir
" ‘Duiring his time aboard the . these waters many’ ‘timies be
Stennis, Carter saw the launch- - fore, not just here in the Soutl
ing and landirig'of F/A 18“H0r—_”_Ch1na Sea but dll "around the
net” fighter jets. - -vast ‘Adia-Pacific [region], si:
Rear Adm. Roxn Boxall com»' “timeésin the last several years
- marider of the:cartier group . Cartersaid.
. with” responmbﬂ:ty for the = From ‘the a1rcraft carriel
Stennis. said one or two Chi- Carter and the Philippine de
: nese vessels had been follow- fense officials flew back t

“ing the cartier: but there had Manila in the afternoop
. With a report from AF;

Quezon Clty, Carter and the -
Filipino defense officials rode to -
Vﬂlamor AJ.I.” Base m Pasay Czty,

ctly where th
= saﬁmgyesterday
for t‘ne annual Bahkatan (shouln'_' A US oiﬁmal travehng W1th- been no tensrons
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Ash Carter

Vvisits warsmip.

~ ABOARD THE USS-
| JOHN C. STENNIS - The
United States is commit--
ted to back the Philippines
against coercion and in-.

timidation, Defensé Sec-

retary Ashton Carter said .

_yesterday. - .

waters
Sea and
yesterday, .
~"Beijing has reacte
to an American mi
upinthearea ' -

.. Carterss mip

islets and reefs claimed by
Some Of itS_SOTT_I{Ch'ea_st A‘Slan
neighbors. - ths

7.7 Turn to Page 12

. The US official issued the .
“pronouncementbeforevisiting
the John C. Stennis as the war-
ship sailed close to flashpoint -
wwaress of the South China
West Philippinie Sea

d defiantly.
Titary build-

to the Stenmis.
was the latest effort by the.
US to show it commitment:;
tp rhaintaining security i the”
hotly contested waters, where'
China has rattled nerves:by"
~ ‘building artificial islands-on"

- Betore flyirig fromManﬂato -

ATy COTe PU

* visit the warship, Carter em-"

phasized the US would sup-

port the Philippiries and other "

4

allies as they faced “coercion

* and intimidation.”
“We will continue to ‘stand .
up for our safety and free-
..doms, for those of our friends .
_and ‘allies, and.for the values, .
principles and rules-based or-
det that has beniefited somany -

for so long,” Carter said at a
closing ceremony for the an-

~nual US-Philippine Balikatan

War games. .- _
.. The roughly two-hour visit
to the Stennis came after Carter

" announced on Thursday that
the US had launched joint
" ‘naval patrols with the Philip-

pines in the sea, as he spoke of
growing concern about Chi-

" na’s “land reclamation” and
“militarization” of the region.

- He also said the US would
deploy hundreds of troops,

as well as warplanes, to the
Philippines. .. . .. -
... China claims nearly all of

the strategically vital sea, even
waters close to its Southeast
Asian neighbors, and has in
recent years built the islands
in an effort to assert what it
irisists are its sovereign rights.

% The Philippines, Vietnam,

Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan
also have overlapping claims

" to parts of the sea, which is

home to some of the world’s

- most important shipping lanes

and is believed to sit atop vast
oil and natural gas reserves.

s China built the islands on"

om Pa'ge_ 1

pelago, which are close to the
Philippines and Malaysia, as
well as airstrips cpable of ac-
commodating military ajrcraft.
~ Chinain 2012 also took con-
trol of Panatag (Scarborough)

" Shoal just 220 kilometers from
Zambales. The shoal is 650 ki-
“fometers from China’s nearest -

major land mass. o

Carter visited the Stenmis,
along with journalists, after
making a short flight to the
carrier from Antonio Bautista
Air Base in Palawan.

“With each Balikatan and
each cruise by the Stenmis, with
each new multilateral exercise

~and each new defense agree--
- tnent, we add a stitch to the

fabric of the region’s security
network,” Carter said in pre-
pared remarks eartier. “This is
the network — peaceful, prin-

“cipled and inclusive - America

continues to stand for, and
stand with.”

“Together you rehearsed
maritime interdicton opera-
tions so we can respond tore
quickly to threats at sea and
together you simulated the re-
covery of oil and gas platform
for possible forces in the South

“China (Sea),” Carter said in

a speech addressed to troops
at the closing ceremonies for
Balikatan.

- “Through it all, you made

_pur strong alliance even stron-

ger. You helped prepare our
nations for this important al-
Lance so we can confront very
real challenges,” he added.
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dynamic region and democrat-
_ic transitions in the Philippines
“arid the TS, we will continue to
stand shoulder to shoulder and
“ we ‘will continue to stand. up
for our safety and freedom, for
those of our friends and allies
“and for the values, principles
~and rules-based order thathas
" benefited so many for solong,”

Carter declared. | i .© et

. The US has already con-

ducted what it calls “freedom .
-of navigation” patrols in the -
- area, sailing within 12-nautical.
- mile erritorial limits -around

‘disputed islands controlled by
/China to underscore its right to
navigatethe seas: ="
7 Carter said the US:s
egy was aimed at maintaining
peace and lawful settlement of
disputes, not provoking a con-
flict with a major world power.
~. “Countries that don’t stand
for those things, or don't stand
with those things, are going to
end up isolating themselves.

Batthat:will:be:self-isolation;:

“notisolationby us,” Carter saidy
“~The ‘cartier stop caps:off-a
trip to Asia designed to high-
light the expanding partner-
ships the US is building with
countries in the region, which
Carter said had been asking for

. a greater US role. -

. Hundreds of US troops and

. some aircraft will stay behind ¢
“in-the Philippines temporar- -

ily, and on Thursday, the two

countries revealed they had
-begun conducting joint patrols
“in'the South China Sea and
“West Philippine Sea. - .

 Defiant reaction

o Chma reacted 'deﬁ'ahﬂy'té

‘Philippine Sea. g
. Philippine Defense Sec- .

Thursday’s announcement of
the joint patrols and US de-
ployments to the Philippines,
with its defense ministry warn-
ing the military would protect
the nation's territory.
“(J8-Philippine joint patrols
in the South China Sea pro-

"mote regional militarization .
., and undermine yegional peace
- and stability,” said a Chinese

defense ministry statement

released Tate Thursday. -
~#The Chinese military will |
pay. very close attention to - US
. to Asta, the relevant disputes .

related developnients .and
firmly safegiiard China’s ter-

itorial sovereignty and mari-:
... time rights and interests,” the
at-" : SRR

staterment read. i

T The 275 US troops andnine

‘aircraft that Carter said would
stay in the Philippines follow-
ing the Balikatan war games

are the first major deployments -

under the Enhanced Deferse
Cooperation Agreement final-
ized n January.

:The pactaﬂowsUSforces
16 rotate soldiers:and military -
hardware through the Philip-

pines, an jmportant part of
American efforts to expand its
military presence throughout
the Asia-Pacific. = .

. US forces will initially have
‘access to five Philippine mili-
tary bases, including two close

“to the. hotspot areas of the::
a and West:

South China

retary Voltaire Gazmin on
Thursday said hehoped the U3
efforts would “deter uncalled-

" for action by the Chinese.”
~:. The heightened US mikitary

presence in the Philippines is

here with us, t

an important plank of the US
so-calied pivot to Asia under
President Barack Obama.

Chinese foreign ministry’

spokesman Lu Kang.yester-
day blamed the US deploying
extra forces to the Asia-Pacific
for any rise in tensions in the
region. “Peaceful settlement of
the disputes is what regional

‘countries, including China and
patties directly: concerned by

the South Cl—ﬁiifa_{'sea, ‘aspire to,”
Lu told reporters in Begjing.
“Before the US rebalance

had alfeady existed for several
decades.” i
Still, more

- fumin Phi.
At the conclusion of the Ba-
likatan, Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Jose Rene Almendras told

US and other foreign troops

“despite the heat of summer,
you will agree that it is more

- fun in the Philippines.”

....Thousands of US troops
‘and other. military . personnel .
_prépared 10 leave yesterday

after their joint military drilis

- with Filipino soldiers, airmen

and satlors.
 “For our American friends
and other foreig}?ers who are
ank you for
coming to the Philippines dur-
ing.the hottest period of our

Jear. Thank you for sacrific-
ing the sweat shared with our

Filipino soldiers,” Almendras

said in his speech at Camp
- Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

*The Philippines, in the past
days, has been experiencing

extraordinarily hot summer
weather due to El Nifio weath-

er phenomenon.

More than 10,000 US and
Filipino soldiers, and some
Australian and Japanese troops,
patticipated in this year’s joint
war drill. Officials said the ten-
sions in the Scuth China Sea
have nothing to do with the
jaunching of the joint exercises.

Almendras pointed out the
bilateral security cooperation
between the Philippines and
the US has always been amodel
for other security arrangements,

‘especially for tackling terrorisrn

and improving disaster pre-

paredness and response. :
He commended Vice Admi-

ral Alexander Lopez, Balika-

" tan exercise director for the
. Philippines; and Lt. Gen. John
Toolan, exercise director for the

Us, for the successful-conduct
of the Balikatan.

He alsc stressed Carter’s
visit to personally observe
Balikatan was the first by a US
defense chief.

“Secretary Carter, we appre-

“¢iate’ yout personal: commit- -

metit to the US erigagement in
Agia; atid the defense alliance -
of the Philippines in particu-
lar,” Almendras said.

“We cannot over-emphasize
our appreciation for the prin-
cipled position by the US
government to the territorial
and maritime disputes in the
South:China Seaby upholding
the freedom of navigatiori and
unimpeded lawful commezce,
non-use of force and threat of
force and the peaceful resolu-
tion of disputes in accordance
with international law,” Al-
mendras added.

~ Jaime Laude, Reuters, AFP
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WASHINGTON — Chinese
coercion, artificial island con-
struction and militarization
in the South China Sea have
placed the region’s stability
and security at risk, the head

of the US Pacific Command.

Admiral Harry Harris Jr. said.
Testifying before a US
House appropriations de-
fense committee on Thursday,
-he said the lack of transpar-
ency in China’s overall strate-
gic intent behind its military
investments and activities
“created instability and anxi-
ety and forced its South China

tuation ripe fo

Sea neighbors to expand their
own military capabilities and
seek stronger relationships
‘with the US and with one
another. . .

~The result is a sitiiation-

‘that is ripe for miscalculation
that.could escalate to conflicts
“that no one wants, in an area
vital to global prosperity,”
Harris said.

. Chinese leaders seem to™

_believe that through coercion,

intimidation and force they

can bypass accepted methods

of dispute resolution, he said. -

They have demonstrated

iy

i

r miscalculation

By JOSE KATIGBAK
STAR Washington bureau

this through aggressive ar-
tificial island building and
by growing a fleet of “white
hull” ships and fishing vessels
whose purpose is to dominate
the area without the appear-
‘ance of overt military force.

" Harris said China was now
turning its artificial island

“capabilities —under the rubric
of being civilian facilities.

#(hina views the South

China Sea as a strategic front-

In a little over two years
China has constructed more
than 1,214 hectares (3,000
acres) of artificial land.

Equally disturbing is Bei-
jing’s repeated pronounce-
ments that it will not accept

“any decision issted by the ar--

“bitral tribunalin the case filed

by the Philippines under the

~‘Law of the Sea Convention
. challenging ‘Chima’s claim to
. almost all of the South China
- Sea, Harris said.”

- “C;_hina’s actions under-
miné the international rules-

based orgler,” he said.

Hartis gaidi oo

“My geal is to convince
China that the best way ahead
is through peaceful coopera-
tion, participation and con-
formance in a rules-based
order, and by honoring agree-
ments made in good faith,”

~He gaid a third US Coast

'Guard cutter to be given to the

Philippines would significant-
ly enhance its navy’s maritime
security capabilities.

“We are exploring ways
to ensure that this vessel is
delivered fully mission ca-
pable,” he said.

‘projects into operating bases
for forward-staging military:

linein their quest to dominate
East Asia out to the Second
Isiand Chain. I view their
thinking as approaching a
new “Great Game,”” he said.

Although the Philippines,
Vietnam, Malaysia and Tai-
wan have also conductedl
land reclamation in the South
China Sea, thérr total — about
46.5 hectares (115 acres) over
45 years — 1s dwarfed by the
size, scope, speed and scale
of China’s massive buildup,
he said.
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China: Enhanced US-Phl ties invoke

‘Cold War mindset

SHANGHAT - Plans to

~deepen US-Philippine mili-

tary ties, including joint
'patrols in the South China.
- 3ea, reflect a.”Cold War
-mentality,” China’s defefise

. ministry said, pledging to
‘resolutely .oppose any in-
fringement on the country’s

sovereignty, oo

" The ‘comments, puﬁiiéh’éd -

on the defénse ministry’s
website late on Thursday,

come after the United Statés  Ch

said ‘it would ramp up its
military presence in the Phil-

-ippines and announced that

e two countries had started
the joint patrols in the dis-
puted waters, s

“A strengthening of the .

US-Philippine military alli-
ance... 15 a manifestation of

-the Cold - War: mentality- and-:
is not conducive to'pesce and -

thilitary alliances in the region.
It regards those as a form of
unwelcome interfererice that

stymies its desired status as the -
pre-eminent military powerin.
“the Asia-Pacific. 7

' The Sotith China Séa di

the prime minister of close US
ally Australia, which is tryin

to balance security needs wi

its economy’s reliance on the

,‘Chinese market’ 1 .
“We’ve always had good -

and constructive discus-
sions but our position is that
all claimants, all claimants,
should settle disputes peace-

fully and in accordance with . _
_5u Hao, an international rela-

international law,” Turnbull
told reporters in Beijing on
Friday, a day after his meeting
withLi - ¢ S

¢ bailtislands - threaten China’s

--s‘tabilit'{l in the South China’
Sea,” the defense ministry
said. . .

.China claims most of the
energy-rich waters of the
Soutﬁ China Sea,. through

;which about $5 trillion in

ship-borne trade passes ev-
-ery year. But the PE

Vietnar also have claims.

-+ Countries across the region

have expressed concern.over.

in the South China Sea, which’
has intensified with a rapid
buildup of man-made islands
in the Spratly archipelago,

~to which the Philippines and
* Vietnam lay dlaim. = -

- Joint US-Phili piné naval
patrols “promote the militariza-

tion of the region,” the Chinese

defefise mmistey said; urging -

‘that the bilateral mritlitary <o0p-

ilippines,
Brurnei, Malaysia, Taiwan and -

ina’s growing assertiveness

eration avoid prejudicing the
interests of third parties,
..“The Chinese army will

‘monitor this trend closely,
‘and will resolutely safeguard
“China’s territorial sovereign
as well as‘maritime rights and
interests,” it said. - _

- Visiting the Philippines, US
Defense Secretary Ash Carter
said on Thursday the broader
American military presence
was not meant to provoke
conflict with the Chinese.

-+ In a move likely to further
anger Beijing, Carter said he
will be visiting an aircraft car-
rier — a potent symbol of US
ilitary might — in the South
China Sea during his current
visit to the region, which does
not include a stop in China.
... The ministry’s staternent.
-also referenced ‘China’s Jong-
standing opposition to US

.. Beijing and Washington
have repeatedly traded ac-
-cusations over who is respon-

sible for raising tensions inthe
-South China Sea, with the US: /.
. citing Ching’s island-building: - the 1J5 will eventually launch
" project and efforts to block
pute also featured in talks be- -

tween Chinese Premier Li Keg--

iang-and Malcolm Turnbull, - :
..opments are maindy for civilian -

other disputants from parts of
the crucial waterway. _
- China says its island devel-

‘purposes and says US naval
activities ~ especially the sail-
ing of ships close to its newly
security. = .. S
~_.“The US has been taking
allkinds of actions to provoke
China, forcing it to take coun-
ter-actions that will result in
an escalation of the situation,”

tions expert at Beijing’s China
Foreign Affairs University, told
The Associated Press.

“The joint patrols are part
of the US plan and now the
lan is being implemented,”
wsaid... "
“iooBu said Beijing ariticipates

joint patrols with other nations

to further chalienge China's

. position in the South China

‘Sea. Chinese media specu-
late that could involve Japan,
China’s historical nemesis with
which itis feuding over owner-

. ship of a string of uninhabited
Japanese-controlled islands in
the East China Sea.

“The continuous escalation
of the situation will offer the
US better excuses and more
opportunities to strengthen its
military presence in the South

- China Sea, 5o as to turn the
South China Sea into a region
of military confrontation,” Su
-said.

g
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- AFILIPINO worker drives histricycle pasta US-made imars (High--
. “Mobifity Advanced Rockat Syst display, after taking =

- standing allies of militarizin
S Theministry's comments ¢

- for more frequént rotations and will increase
_Joint sea and air patrols with Philippine forces
#-iin the South -China Sea. '

7 iting an aircraft carrier—a potent symbol of U
. military might—in the South China Sea duringhis
. cuirentvisit to the region, which does not include
““a'stopin China.

- rizing the region and a¥e nonbeneficial to regional

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF P

- partii the Ti-day joint US-Philippines military exercise, dubbed
Balikatan 2016 (Shoulder-to-Shouider 2016), on Thursday in Crow
Valley, Tartac. U5 Defense inthe

top defense and military officials and 16 visit two military camps, _
which are being utilized for the exercise inder the Enhanced .
Defense Cooperation Agreement. _
‘ESPONDING to what it says are provocative’
Rplans for stepped-up US-Philippines military
.cooperation, China says it will “resolutely
defend” its interests and accuses the two long-
g the region and har- . .

ame shortly after
Thursday’s announcement that the United States
would send troops and planes to the Philippines

In a move likely to further aﬁger Beijing, US
efense Secretary Ash Carter says he will be vis-

I “_The_ii_diﬂ*ﬁ"patfolé.betwaen the United States and
the Philippines in the South China Sea are milita-

peaceand stability,” said a statement postedonthe -~

ministry’s web site laté Thursday.
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. “The Chinese military will pay close attention
to the situation, and resolutely defend China’s
tervitorial sovereignty and maritime interests,”
the statement said.
China claims virtually the entire South China
Seaasitsterritoryandisbuilding manmade islands
* there topped with airstrips and other infrastruc-
. 'ture, The Philippines, Vietnam and others also .
= “claim'territory controlled or claimed by China, and
177 increased mihta‘ryand coast—guar& deploymentsby
. _all sides could inctease the potential for conflict.
7" - Theministry’s statemient also zeferenced China’s
' long~standmg opposition to US militaryalliancesin
the region. It regards those as a form of unwelcome
“interference that stymies its desired status as the
i :preemmen’c military power in Asia’ Pacific o
o "Strengthemng the US= Phlhppmes mllztary: B
nce.. isasignofa ColdWar mentahty thatisun--
eneficialy to peace and stablhty in the South'China R
ea]” the statement sald ‘The' South Chifia Sea; chs-_ -
. putealsofeatured in talks between Chinese Premjer - -
2 L1Keq1angand MaEcoImTurnbuﬂ th 'pn' e mmzster o

e CONTINUED ONAz_..

.Su added that Bei]lng antici-

with its economy’s reliance on-the
' Chmese market, '

_ “We've always had good and com-" -

'stmctwe discussionsbutourposition -
¢ that all'claimants should settle!
. disputes peaceflﬂiyancim atcordande

- with internationallaw,” Tarnbulltold
- _reporters in Bejjing on F:nday, a day
aﬁ:er his meetmgmth i

‘Beijing and Washmgtan. have re- -
: peatedlytradedaccusauons overiwho -

" _isresponsible for raising tensions

in the South China Sea, with the US )

o _:cztm.gC}unaszslandwbuﬁ&ngpro;;e
" andeffortsto block other disputan
. from parts of the cruicial waterway,

_'through which passes more than'$5

“trying to balance secutity needs

Chma says its island develop-

. ments are mainly for civilian pur-
- posesandsays USnavalactivitieg-—
~especially the sailing of ships-close
€0 its newly built 151ands———threat--
“ens‘Chinas sectrity.” : B
“The US has been takmg aII

kinds of actions to provoke China,

. forcing it to take' counteractions
that will result it an escalationof .
" the situation;” Su Hao, an interna- -
tional relations expert at Beijing’s -
Chma Forelgn Affau:(s Un1ver51ty, -

“patesthe USwill eventuallylaunch

jointpatrols with other nations to
further chatlenge China's position

“in the South China Sea. Chinese |
- mediaspeculate that couldinvolve
‘Japan, China's histérital nemesis’ -
“withwhich itisfeading over own- - |

ership of a string of uninhabited
Japanese-controlledislandsinthe
East China Sea.

. *The continuous escalation of
he situation will offer the USbet-
1 excuses and more opportunities

i to_strengthen its military presence
in the South China Sea, 50 as to. .
‘turn the South China Sea into a

gion of mzlztar}*’ confrontatmn -

. :':-Sﬁ sazd AP
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BY FERNAN MARASICAN .

TheHanda T

REPORTER

._._E'wﬂl contmue to ensure
~the Phlhppmes remains =
‘secure and the Asia Pacific

remams a region where everyone can nse
_and prosper for generaﬁons to come.”

Shorﬂy after’ ma]{lng this 2s-.

-surance, US Defense Secretary
Ashitoni Cartet, together with -top

-Philippine military and defense. .
: -craft ‘carrier WSS John C:'S

" officials; flew 1o the West Phxhp-

~-pine Sea (South Chma Sea) tovisit
a nuclear: powered supercamer

-'-saihng im‘the Sotth: China Sear

-of the US Navy ﬁlat is sa:hng the '

disputed waterway.
. In his ‘speech at the ciosmg

ceremony of Exercisé Balikatan
{(Shoulder-to-Shoulder) held at -

Cam'p Agumaldo, Quezon’ City .
{Metro Manila), Carter mentioned

“his plan to visit the USS John C.

Stennis Tatér Friday afternoon, bt |-
-dld not say 1f he will be taggmg

" and the Defense Department. .
<SLlater today Lwill.vist

“and after so, sailors’ and matines,

that is after some ofits sailors and -
Matines participated With you in -
Balikatan, just as this year is the”
32nd Balikatan extending back to -
the early 19808 The Stennis hay™
sailed in these waters. man’y times__';
{before and sailed riot just herein”
the South China Sea butaif a:sound :
the vast Asia Pacific, six times in""
the last several years, so far-of this -

.along top officals of the Armed:_- :
-Forces of the Philippines (AFP) .

is

g 5&&6@&?&1 has "é:p:ér:ét_ed' near . :
emony held at Camp Aguinaldo,
‘Quezon City {Metro Manila).

+the republic of Korea, through the

i+ Sea of Japan, in-Guari and now
R _the South China Sea,” said Catter - -
. But sources said ‘Carter was

}omed by ‘Defense Secretary- Vol
taire ‘Gazmin; ‘Gen. Hernando
’hriberri and AFP Chief of Staff left

. Palawan at about 1 pm. aboaid a
V22 Osprey.

- inthe region.

- tion of the long-standing and

now rapidly growing: network of
security in the Asia Pacific

For the nthtime, Carterechoed us

' '_Pre&dent Barack Ohamals pronounce-

 ment that the US’ "r':Ommmna}tto the

- Phl}lppmes ‘remains ironclad.” .

: have been standmg together and
‘America’s commitment to the
Philippines remadins ironclad,”

- ‘The visit came armid i 1ncreas1ng_
-concem over China's saber«ratthng -

uring the: closmg ceremony .

‘at Camp Aguinaldo, Carter said-
Balikatan is-another demonstia-

"For 65 years our two nations

EZ¥1£\5 Puge: ﬁ_

said Carter in his speech at the cer-

The US defense chief thanked all
the-US and Filipino soldiers who'
hié said made the two countries’
atliance even stronger in the face
of real challenges.

“Through it all you made our
strong alliance even stronger, you
helped prepare our nations of this

important alliance to confront very -
“real challenges to face, and you've
«demonstrated o the region and to .

the world that United States and the

‘Philippines-are standing together

to defend the niles and prindples
that have benefited so many in the

“region,” he pointed out.

Meanwhile, - Carter announceé
that some US-servicemen who
participated the war games will

~...be staying in the country cna .
‘rotational: baszs to cotitinie ]omt”"

training and working with Frhpmo ;

~soidiers “to contribute to rgglonai .
secuntY anid stabllxtY T
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Chma Sea on Fmday
. Bex}mg reacted deﬁantiv to an Ameriean mﬂrtary

S 'buﬂd ipin the area. .

. The275US tmops and nine axreraft that Carter _
--__saxd would stay in the Phxhppmes faliowmg the ...

. “Balikatan. (shoulder 1o shoulder) wWar gamesare:’

' mahtaw bases mcludmg th) c]ose.f
tothe hotspot areas of the South;'

na Sea: L £
_zﬂ?mhppme Defense Secreta
Itatre-Gaziiin on Thursday s
“He Hoped the US -efforts: Woul
- “eter uncalled-for action 3

important plank of the Umted?'
- States' so-called rebalanceto Asia
under Presxdent Barack Gbam

- _spokesman Lu Kang on: Fnday
~blamed the United States’
i ﬁeplaymg extra for{’es ts:o the A "a—-.-

Asxa, the relevant disputes: had
' already existed for savera}

Carter's trip'to the USS John -

C Stennis is'the Iatest move by
the United States o show it is

- committed to maintaining secunty :

in ‘the hotly contested waters,
“where China has built artificial

islands on islets and reefs that are

‘close tothe Philippines.

~+57,In anneuneing his short visi to.

. the'warship, which was duetotdke,. ..
*: place on Friday afterncon, Carter.:
+ ‘eriphasized it would support the:
Philippines and other dllies as they
faced “coercion and intimidatieri”:-

- #We will continue to standup.

forour safety and: freedams: for:

*{hoge of our friends and allies,and

- orthe values; principles, and ru]es-

- “based order that has benefited so-

: . -manyfor s leng,” Cartersaid.at:
- theclosing ceremony for the 10-:
_-daywar games.” .

_:the ﬁrsl: magor depleyments amder a'bil ateral éefense L

US farceswxll uutuai}y have accessto ﬁvePhﬂzppme -

Tam io page T

*:China-clatms nearly-all of the.
: strateglcally vital ses, even waters
close to its Southeast Asian
“neighbors, and has in recent years
built the islands in an effort to
assert what it insists are its
- “&jvereign rights.
duiimhe Philippines, Vietnam,

';‘: : have__overlappmg ‘elaimsto _parts:.
“aghthe sed; which is home to-some

--of the world’s most important
$isHipping lanies and is believed to
&;@aﬂatup vast ol reserves.
hma has constructed the

decades.”
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ofthe region.

;preparedito; :
... that may comé including inthe
~disputed South Chinz Ses,

islands on reefs in the’ Spratlys _

archipelago, which are close to the

- Philippines and Malaysia; as well .
asairstripst .capable. of

aceommodaﬂng watlitary: a:rcraft ;
“Chinain 2012 alsc took control

:nf a rich _ﬁshmg shoal j Just 220
._.kﬂomete rs: from the 13

e

Fou el BES e G IME DS

important alliance to confront very .

real challenges to face, and you've

" demonstrated to the region and
to the world that United States -
-and Philippines are standing
together to defend the riiles and -
: prmcxpfes thai have benefited so
* many inthe region;” he said.
... “At @ time of change in this -
3’5 dynamw regwn and demoeratic
o fransitions it the Philippines and
" the lnited States, we will tontinue
- tostand shouider to shoulder and .
n - we will continue to-stand up for.
- oUr safety and freedom; for those
of our friends and alhes and for:
s the’ values, principles;.and Tule
‘based order that has benefited se_'

many for8olong," headded:

¥ .-._'._anangement& e

~He alsosaid the Umte:d Sta.tes'

"wouid deploy hundreds of troops,
as ‘well as Warplanes, to the "
.'Phﬂlppmes h 3 S

'_’pmpared-«(}arter i :

Together,’ Flhpzno ‘and-
American:troops are now more:
o:face any challenge” |

following the conclusion of the 14— :

day PH- TS Bahkatan bz]ateral
:.;exercises ai %

‘Thus; declared Unztefi States
_Defense Secretary - iCarter
“yesterday during the’ ‘closing-
. ceremony . of. Bahkatan 2016

' ';.together you rehearsed mantame ;
: ..mter:(imtmn operationssg wéean:
“respond more: qmcldy to threats. on
“thésea and together, you simulated
‘the recovery of oil arid gas platform .
“for possible forces in the South
B Chma Sea,” Cartersaid. =
° Accordmg toCarter;: the
- Balikatab 2018 furthetenhdnced

the strong defense alliance of the:

‘Philippinesand the US, stressmg :
: the'US “ronclad™commitment to -
- assist the Philippines under the v
; 31951 Mutwal Defense Treaty.

©“Throughit all, you
strong alliance even stronger, you:
helped prepare our natmns of th;s :

STsTIY LT r‘ur,uu::':

‘Gontinue improving the condact of

consultations in 2012,* he said. "
" “Such an assessment should
also be undertaken for other

“activities, in particular, planners
shéuld ensure that the Balikatan -
serves its primary.purpose which

istotestthe. thppmes«US MDB
(Mutial Defense Board) concept

.--plan and that the activity.remains -
.o a8 .8 ‘major bilateral exerciss.
-bétween thie Philippines and the. "
‘US, planners shouid also be able”
to Identlfy the specific activities
“under balikatan where miiltilateral i

security collaboration and inters

dgency..coordination éo’u!d be
.opmmlzed he added. o
‘Gazmin said that. asxde from’.
to7dur thrust -of enhancing
~ mmultilaterd) security cooperation
and engaging our other partners.

.rieveiopmg :ntexoperablhty}'
~between Filipine and American
-servicemen and enhancmgf_
hilateral cooperatmn, “Balikatan
“bpportunity to exchange best

dlso'contributes: to- regmnal

724

“.. The US defense chisf said both o
. countries should expect intense: _' =
y . and bigger military activities asthe -
.US has shifted its focusito.the: :
: regmn through two ma,;or secunty o
- +0f nothing ?Ise, Carter sdid.
o For His pait, Defense Secretaxy it if
. Voltaire Gazmin irged planners of. -
" 'the next: Balikatan to-further
“improve the activities covered hy _
“thebilateraltraining.: _
= “We shoiild keepin mmd that =
the activity does not end with the -
- ‘gkecution, ‘&n assesstnerit and -
e evaltiation of each activity should
. be carefully. undertaken “to

alikatan; We should:see to it thit:
the activity remainsto be of high
:valueand great impactas agreed--
L upoh “during the  insigural of
‘Philippines-US 2+2 ‘ministerial

Balikatan “helps us do our part
in maintaining regional peace and
stability.”

. Cartér alse acknowledged
Balikatan contributes to the
regional stability in the Asxa Pacific
region. .

“In-each balikatan and éach
crew by the' USS Stennis, with each
‘new multilateral exercise and each

~new defensé agreement, we had
‘a’stiteh to the fabric of the

reg:on s security netwark said
Carter, .
. *This is the network peaceful

prmmpied and meluswe America
contimiesto stand for and stand _

with;” hie'saig.”
“TheUS defense chlef likened
’rh securztv in the Asm Pamﬁc to

noattention of it bui when you
doni’t hive' en(mgh yoiiean thmk

through exerczses like Balikatan-

and real world operations, all of vou
Americans and Fxhpmos soldiers

- sallors airmen and marines provide

that -oxygen. The security that
enables maillions upon millions of
people all 87Gund the Asia Pacific

_ 1o be safe, to raise their children

andto. éream their dreams, to live
lwes ? Carter added.

and US troops, started last April
2. More than 7,000 Filipino and

~Aerican troops participated in

the :actual training which was

_ highlighted by the livefire at Crow
Valley featuring the U8’ high

mobility artilery rocket system
(Himars).. -
Gazmin noted the' s1gmfzca,nee

ot the présenceof Carter during -

the last phase of the Balikatan as
e ‘cited “the participation of

“-servicemen from other allied
“nations like "Australia, Japan,

Canada, United Kingdom, Bruxe,

'Ma}aysm, Thailand, Vietnam,
- Republie:of Korea, Timor Leste
- and New Zéaland as ohservers.

- “The invitation of observers.

from other cotintries contributes

We should continue to use this

3 -'_secumy cooperation.” .. . .practices and Jearn from each
-+ He said that the capabmty_-_;others experiences ks said
develaped by the Armed Forces Gazmin, .-

‘ofthe P}uhppmes {AFP) durmgthe IR Mario.!. Ma!tari and AFP
cc \. u\.zu r..vv,w e i 2 g T el

. “We have enough of 1t, you pay B

Baﬁk&t&h“ﬁﬂl&“%hé“B?ﬁd*
“iteration‘of theannual'bilateral
“:éxéreises between the Philippine

85 5285
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. By Tarra Qu:smundo

: RAMBOT;TG wnl! not be cowed by the Pumsher

:_“kneel down and pray” as he will soon'be
:__bfoughtto jUSi‘ICE“-!f Bindy wins, of course.

18

Rambotito' 1l
 Punisher’: Your
days are numbemd

Nice PresidentJejomar Binay yesterday -
sal{i fival presidential candidate:Davac City
Mayar: Rodrigo Duterts shoiild be ready to

_\_’our days_ gre numbered The law will soon '

. From page AI

worded statemerit as he ramped :
up his rhetoric agamst Dute:te

whom he calted

“Mr. Butcherwhe’k ' .s chu!dren

and the poar.
Bmay was

“mayor of Maka’u wouid be the .
first "big: fish™ 1o be thrown in
jaitfor corruptlon if: Duterte '

who is now the recognize

fram-runner, becomes Presz— -

~ou admitted many.

it—that you Kilted thousands .
who are suspected fo be involved
in crime ... You sholifd be made
o answer under the lawand in
the eyes of God,” Binay told
those attenémg his campazgn
somes . :

Not afraid

val on April 7, when Duterie

- started scaling the polls on pre-
d ferred presidential candidates. .
Earlier this week; Dutarie be- .
came No. 1, white Binay had 10

fimes—you even bragged about

He began pauncmg on his ri- :

the Vice President has heen rej:.:.;
lentiessin higattacks against

the toligh-talking Davao may-. ._;;
or-—nicknamed the Punisher
for his uricompromising stance
apainst criminals—warning
that he will soon be held ac-

settle for third.

countable for his allegedin=" < .

volvement in extrajudicial - -

- Kiliings.

i
|
L
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in his statement yesterday, B;w'.
nay toid off the Duterte camp for

Huwaw/
PARMNG
ACTION

| MOVEE LapG!
| excmﬂef

- threatening to send him to jail for -
- corruption if the Davao mayor be-
“‘comes President.
“Donotthreaten me. Tam not
"-afraid of you,” said Binay, who
- wasfamously given the “Ram-
:botita” (Little Ramba) meﬂiiﬂsr_
he Makafi-mayor, e
. ) graphed wearing fa o
ttgues and carrying an Uz dur- -
mg ane ‘of the coup attempts
' sndent Cerazon :

- -Aguinoi =
- Bingy whose kaycampalgn
' -ptafform is poverty alleviation, ac-
i cused Du*ter‘re of kmmg onty the
o poer ":;-
R ‘Yau should be the ene that
shouid fear God and the law. n-:
- stead-of hélping the poor, you ksii
- ihem based on mere susptcmn
You never kill anyone wha'is -
rich, any big-timie [drug] pusher
“orsmuggler in your ¢ity,” he
. said.:- :

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land-
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MACHISMO OVERLOAD The gioves are off asfaras toughftaiiqng Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Dutarte
. - aka “The Punisher” (lefty and Vice President’ Jejomar Binay aka “Rambotito” are concerned. The rival
~“Yourplan to eliminate poverty pressdentfa! candndates have pubffcly traded threats, :nsults_and accusations durmg their campaign -

“ g to eliminate the poor, Vloience i sortfes
is not the solistion 16 povarty, L LT e : s INQUIRER FILE PHOTOS
Kiling minors is notthe SO|UTED!’1 " plaza LT Apﬂl 7, when he launched Ius as- .Binay.
saukonDuterte. = .. . - The Davao maydr said he had

__hesa;d e e o e Thats my axpenence Lhelp
Lt 9-.‘?".;“‘.’.?-.!.F’OHO.’C_.‘S.%' fam

On, Thursday, Brnay prom___ __ed salready-besninvestigated: by the
! CHR;‘wheri it was Headed by sen- -
-atorial-candidate Leila de-Lima;on

_ 'to ;ushce and hold, Duterte and .

" Binay took his anii- Duterts: St -
By contrast he sald Duteﬁe - the'hit ien accountable if. eiected his alteged role in the killing of -

~=gampaign to Dipslog Gity yester-.
~-day, where he drew a contrast be- Eﬁils thepoor. “Hedoesnot kil - Pres:deni . S criminals in Davao City and noth-
‘tween'his “respect [for] the right * anvone wha'is rich. Whythe C S ing was found,
to life” and Duterte’s allegedly - -~ 55017 Because they can’t pu’r upa 50 sue me L - He said De Lima had twice in-
- grim record of extrajudicial - < - fgpy Binay said. - -+ Responding to Bmay 5 ACCUSE- vestigated him on this issue but
Ckilings. . ", Binaythen bmught out photos - tions, Duterte yesterday said he  never filed a case,

- “Irespect a parson's ﬂgh‘t 100 ofthe Alia siblings—Richard, 18 . hadalready been cleared bythe -~  Duterte also said he had never
__-l!fe That's why when fwas. ... - Ghristopher, 17, and Bobby, - .Commission on Human Rights. .. killed. women and children. ).
. Makatj mayor; thep - 14=—who were allegediy exacited - (CHR) and the Department o “have never killed aninnogent per-
“die because of sickness or by the Davao Death Squad be- *. - Justice concerning his alfeged - son,” he said.

‘poverty. Why? Because hospi- - . tween 2001 and 2002 "based on - involvementin extra}udrmal  He explained that he had set up
[alization and medicine arefree - mare suspicion.” .. _Kitfings. ... . 2 multimitiion-peso drug rehabifi-
“forthe poor.” he said, address=: - ye'had first cited the case of - “Ifyou have evidence agamst tation center where drug depen-

‘ng acrowd at the Dipolog CHY. *tne sibiings in a radiia interviewon - me; then flle acase,” Duterte fold - dents could voluntarily go for re-
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habilitation. _

“Why would | kill the wornen
ang chi[dren, it’s better to rehabil- -
itate them,” he sajd.

- But he admitted having shot

and kifled triminals who kid-- -

. happed-a teenager.
* Hedlso said he hasa: standmg
order for the police not to hesitate -
in shogoting a criminal who vio-

ently resists arrest. -

]ustice, notvengeance
- Astwoofherrivalsthreaten .
each other with jail over. corrup— .
“tionand murderallegatxons ;
“Poé$aid all crimes should bein-
vestigated;-butthe matsve
should bews’z;ce not
vengeance. R S
We shcu!d mvestiga’te aﬂy ig-
sue of corruption or abuse. Buta
Presigent must be fair and give -
the partiesdue process,” Poe’ :
told reportersin P;%; Camarznes _- :
Surprovince.® H :
<SIr's difficult 1f we wouid just
keep {m wanting toseekre- - ...
venge,” Poe said, -
“Ifthereis somethmg toi mves~ o
“tigate, we should'do so'butwe
“should follow the proper legat :
" progess and have a swift tnal N
she added. .
Poe aso addressed criti- - o
cisms of the statement she ear-
lier made about making Duterte
~ heranticrime czar should she
win, She said it was notanen-
-dorsement of the Davao may-
orsalleged sappon of extraj
Cdicialkillings:: : :
If Duterte gets sush a pesmon
he would haveto follow the law
and due process, she said. Wlﬂl
‘reporis from Nancy carvajal and
l.e:laB Salaverria :
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i deahng mth cnmmals concedmg that the
onal ‘government ‘must -handle  revolution:
“groups. But the prospect of ‘assuming the pri
- dency has already tempted him to make unflat

: e

PEOPLE REMAIN ambivalent about Mayor Ro
g0 Duterte. He wants tojail Vice President Jejo-
ar Biria¥ for plifider; Bmaywants to jail him for’
‘This “death squtad.” Seni: Grace Poe wants 16 tnake
‘him ¢rime czar (Mar Roxas supporters say ‘Ble
ham and nail two for the: -price of orie} il
- With Duiterte’s ‘aurrent leadin the eiectzon suwey:;, e

h_owgvel; people should begir - consxdeung whated!
‘Duterte preadency m;ght mean. Not so easy to°'d:
he has performéd as a ore-tiote musma.n' ATHIpE
imghis nd-order @Pd”iﬂlﬂals

ga
tional Democratic Front,-which Duterte’ also

quo ‘vofs. But'without carefzﬂ ‘preparation io arrive
f Zntemal Reverniie]; you prepare also for the NPA” ~ mutuaily acceptable terms of engagement. st
+In December 2012 Duterte was quoted as ad- - talks are unlikely to bear fruit. And yet, Dute
has already anriounced that he would ‘v
;-_“{Jose Ma.] Sisonand ofher comrminist Jeade
‘join ‘his -Cabinet. He firther .declared that

upaytoﬂl

Erobbery cases, second i rdpe ‘cases, and first 1
murder. cases. Then there is the “death squad?: :
issue~~that, whatever .the achievements, the piniés anmversary “celebration o an drea that Ty= would give the 'CPP/NPA three Cdbinet port
Duterte approach to controllmg erimehad come:ﬁ- phoon “Pablc” had devastated: The’ money he “lios: agrarian reform, social welfare and devek
atthe high'costof other crimes; mvolvmg extra]u “‘gave, he said, was not a revolutionary tax pay- - ment, and environment and natural resources.
'd:cxai execitions that aliow no appeal. * .f'ment but’ donanons he had solicited for: disaster: . ‘His supporters applaud Duterte’s decisiven:
‘Ditterte hag repeatedly pIedged toend. c:mmnah . viciims. In the absence of any: ba:angay captam -and his readiness to take action’ Asmayot he}
ty inthe country within three to six tonths, or § give " he entrusted the money to the NPA, ' probably not encountered much resistance frc
up the presidency: ‘Perhaps it's just empty talk, al- = Healsolatded the NPA for oﬂ’ermgto pay com- * the’ City-Council to any of his initiatives; He v
though ‘his “official - numing .mate,- Sen; Alan penisation to all the victims of it ‘grenade-attack find thqlegtsiature and the Supreme Court e
Cayétano, is iow echoing the six-month scheduie g on-a gym in Pafiulbato “Wh nthey mfonned | me -
To befajt, Dutérte had warnied the publicto be cares fil! ‘ ' _
ful-about what it asked: for in “forcirg” him'to T : 1
B}.oodwﬂl have toflow for him'to keép his promi “getitfrombanana planters”he qmpped - the Duterte offer. Litis Jalanidoni, chaft of the NI
. But he should ‘now' expect more Hgorous e~ The ¢ guip meant that bisinessmen will have to - peace panel, courteously declined the iivitati
search on his past record and policy-related state- - pay for the violence that the NPA had inflictéd on to take Cabinet appointmients in the Duiterte C:
ments, He had been guite ready to'speak his mintid, . undeserving victimis. This did niot Seéim t6 bother . inet. Even the NDF recognized that the issiie
everl on delicate political issiiés—as when he ad- . ‘Duterte, who pointed out that the CPP had been - peace required more than a private understar
dressed the Davao Trade Expo on Oct. 29, 2013, at - the vietim of “historical i injustice.” Sadly he is fiot - ing between Sison and the Phlhppme presacie
the SMX Convention Center. (Davao Today’s eport  as coacemed about the ‘%1stoncal mjusuce” dealt even ifthe happens 1o be Duterte e
appeared ‘on .ifs websité ‘and ‘on that’ of. Bnlat—- o ' S o .
lat.com;but both links areno longer functi ;
st speech; Dutezte tackled the-issie'of 1 sl
wolununary taxation” imposed by the New Peo- come 'the - investors- w1th money to nisk in Min- " agement. Prof Rofel Brion’s Tugalog translation
plé's Army in Region 11. Daveo Today headliried his - -danao. Did they give this support knowing of the - this column and others earlier published, toget!.
typically biunt advice to businessmen- confronted by . ‘Duterte prescription onrevolutionary taxes? .- with other commentaries, .are in Atpi/V/s
NPA tax coEectors “NPAtaxation & resliey fef nave - Thiterte has admitted that his éxperience wag  andthomahts ph,

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 8459555 [ocal: 5285, 5205
Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securing the iand.

7 ¥




e Z.em T, mimep = et

- P R
e o
PR A

P feme s o2 . X ; -
l-lmil o~ [ - R - S T L -

DFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: nacpa.army2012@gmeaiicom ~ Tel no. (02; 845-8555 Local 5288, 5285

(é April 2016

he United States was: peehng off the true breadth sf s
: ﬁhanced Deferise Coaperat:on Agresment (EDCA) |
,signed wzth Noynoy'through its Defense Secr etary-
) revealeda 1ot of surprises that the opaque .
':': adml' xstra,tion of Naynoy Wxthheld from Fﬂ:pmos
: Garter, among others revealed that for sometune now jOlllt”
._sea patrols ef Phihppmes and American ships have been
- eenducted m the South China Sea, presumably since January
when the Supreme Couzt (SC) greenhghted EDCA. Carter may .-
have as weii Sald that US shlps are aﬂ over the contested areas .

Gazmm, Carter also mdmated the permanent presence cf -
Amerlcan forces statloned in locaI mlhtary carmps. -

- Some 200 alrmen m a centmgent of 800 appearto be part' '
ofa qmck reactxon umt that can suit up American airoraft ;

l
I
é f_or battie on not;ce_

Ca,rter said thet troops and f' fve A-10 ground attack axrcraft' .
that partlcipa,ted in the annual war games WIH remam m-' i
the country “temporarﬂy yE

Stars cmd Stmpes Whlch 1s the U8 mzhtary puhhcatmnz
saxd the 2{)0 alrmen will operate out of Clark Air Base, whwh-"_--"
used o hosf; 20, 000 personnel pnor to the base’s closure i in
1991 after it suffe,red catastrophxc damage from ‘\Iount_-'
Pmatubo s eruptmn e : -

~ Then m 1992, the US Navy Ieft Subm Bay, once one of the
largest overseas US bases after the Philippines rejected the -
1 extensmn of the Us mﬂmary bases agreement a year before
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%3" ~The 200 or so US airmen will deploy from various bases |
{ m the Pacrflc to support five A-10C Thunderbolt IT attack

ﬂ’ aireraft from the st Fighter Wing at Osan Air Base, in Sonth -

Korea, threé HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopters frum the ixih '
ng at Kadena Air Base, Japan and an MC»ISOH Combat

Talon 11 spe(na.i eperatzons aircraft, - : _

_ Defense officials would not specify where the Talan was

based Thé Talon spemahzes in dehvermg and extracting

i sppclal operatmn teams mto_contesned areas and has a sufte ]

‘Sensors that can be u 'ed m E upport re—scue and-.'_f:

‘humanitarian 1 missions. .

Vits forces wﬂl operate nde r ;DCA to mclude Clark Al!‘ Base
" “and the main military farﬂzty _C&mp Aguma}do o
. Las month the US announced it would rntate fmops 171":
Antemo Bautlsta Air Base Fort Magsaysdy, Lumbla Adr Base, ]
Basa Air Base and Mactan—Bem’so Ebuen Air Base s
Antomo Bautxsta Alr Base is on Palawan Island which 15"_'-_?
about 100 m11es away frem some of the E;pratl:y Islands, 8-
coliectmn of rocks and small zslands c}almed by several
ceuntrles inthe regmn R e : :
G 'US also fired long. range mlsszles durmg the Bahkatan__
sames at Crow Yah'éir in Capa% Tarlac wimb Ao
thmly veﬂed Warnihg agams’r (‘hma ' SRR
Chma was the If'aqt pleased withthe appare‘xt s stri iptease _'_.'
i af 1t< f‘mmn pwot de51gns w1th the Philippines as base
~Armed forccs ofﬁma}s qa1d that they will B.CQudtf VS LHEn
Mobmty Artﬂlery Rncke* Sv«*‘tem (Hnmr tar vastesi dred |

target third partles much less suppou a few countnea in
challengmg Chlna s sovereigntv and secunty, inciting regional_ :
contradictmns and sabotagmg regmnal peace and stabmty,
the Chmese Fore:gn mes’cv sald ina statement : :
Noynoy has baen in his most’ opaque in the US m1htmy
actlvzty in the couﬂtry a.fter he swung the 8Cto approve the
| EDCAdeal.
e Fahpmos had to hear of the1r fate sold £0 the pohcy to B
E contam Chma frum avxsxtmg Amencan OffICIal :

¥
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