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- The 76 farmers at--
rested during a protest
in Kidapawan City last |
“ April 1 have been tes”

leased on bail, Public
__Attorney’s Office chief
* Persida Acosta said yes- .
“erday. ' _

" Acosta said the
¢armers were released.
through the efforts of
the National Union
of People’'s Lawyers

identified

tention.

* Villamor said Alfie Awe and-
- Darwin Magyao were released the-
other day but reportedly boarded -

the vehicle owned by the Mayor
of Arakan. :

" . Shesaid the NUPL will continue

tomonitor the whereabouts of Awe
and Magyao and their condition.

- :‘Police brought the arrested .

" farmers to-the Kidapawan City:

lent dis&ersal Tast April 1.
On Thursday, 28 female farmers

By EVELYN MACAIRAN -
" (NUPL) and Karapa
human rights group,
who paid P6,000 bail
for each direct assault
- charge filed against the
‘76 farmers.
.- Two of

los Mangga and Pon-
ciano de Ja Pefia Paunil,
however, are still in d?’_

bond.. .o

Acosta said the two might be
released anytime, saying their
names were misplaced during .
the process of paying the _bml

A eosta added the hearing on -

Page: !

7 6 Kid apawanFrompage1

against the farmers has been sched-
~uledon April25. . -
. The pre-trial of the three ac-
“cused in the frustrated homicide
Tias also been set on May 4.
~ NUPL Jawyer Sarzh Villamor
said two of the farmers who were

: - the motionfor reconsideration on- - the | 10 Wi

the farmers thf’z Igenie'ﬂ'-t{) quash the charges w‘ox:mded in the scuffle Wgcbffthe

as Ruben Cai*  of direct assault, frustrated mur-  police have been dzschgr_gg.:. f om
der and illegal assembly charges _;__hOSPlt?‘li- IRIE R N

ORI

Turn to Page @

P ——

Provincial Jail.:

the release of all the farmers.

“All the detained Kidapawan protest-
ers were already released after they have
posted bail...To date, no more protester is
detained,” said provincial police spokes-
manSr. Supt. Jose Briones. . ..

were transferred to the North Cotabato

o ; - Thyee people were killed and scores
-Convention Center after the vio- - ' : . : :

*hurt after police dispersed at least 6,000
Provin oo ... protesters in Kidapawan last April 1.
‘Police, on the other hand, confirmed -~ : g

~The farmers were demanding rice sup-
ply from the government, pointing out
their lands have been affected by the severe
drought brought by the El Nifio phenom-~
enon. . _
The lawmen involved in the violenit
dispersal are under investigation. - With

Mike Frialde, Rhodina Villanueva

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {0Z) 846-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the land.

4




QEFIGE OF THE ARWY CHIEF BUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emal! atd: cacpa.army2ii2@gmail.com - Tel na. {07} 545285

5 ocel 5288 5295

16

By ROEL

member of a tugboat
near the border of Ma--
laysia in Tawi-Tawi late: -
Friday.

The gunmen on a
speedboat intercepted
tllfe TB Henry with its
crew of 10 Indonesians
off Pondo Sibugal in Si-

i T -

S 4 IﬂdOl’l@SianS From Page 1 3

gunmen took four crewmem-
Fers and transferred them

wotunded. .
The tugboat was carrying

PARENO

&f Western Mindanao

Command (Westmin-

_com), said yesterday. - .
- Tan satd ‘one of the:
crewmembers was

wounded when the
‘gunmen fired on thg
tugboat.

n, spokesman

He said about seven
Turn to Page 11

A handout picture made availabl
forcement Force Agency shows
—ndonesian; oneoffoursailors
“in TawisTawion Friday. 7570

kidnapping occurred.

Tan said the survivors pro-
ceeded to Sabah where they
were assisted by Malaysian
authorities in bringing the
wounded victim to a hospital
for treatment. . Lk
Friday in infernational waters.
Four Indonesian seamen were
abducted by the kidnappers.
One man was shot and is bein,
treated at a hospital,” Saba
police chief Abdul Rashid Ha-
run said.

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility but if the Abu Sayy-
af is confirmed to be behind the
kidnapping, it would be their
third such hostage taking in as
many weeks and comes amid a
surge in such attacks.

A batch of 10 Indonesian
tugboat crewmembers were also
ebducted last March 26 off East
Kalimantan, Indonesia while en
route to Mandla,

The Indonesian tugboat TB

UrFILE U 11k s s e

“The incident happened late

LT I I TN

coal from Cebu to Tarakan in

into their. speedboat, leav-
ing six .others;

including the

kidnapped by unidentified gun

" Indonesian Borneo when the

e by the Malaysian Maritime En
its personne! helping an injured

Brama was recovered days later
off Languyan town in Tawi-
Tawi Wjél no signof the vicims.

On April 1, four Malaysian
sailors were kidnapped from a
ship nearSabah’s Ligitan island.

- Atis still unconfirmed who was .
~responsible, . '

Initial information indicated
they may have been taken by
the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu, aremote
southern island thatis a hideout
of the militant outfit.

In abid to curb kidnappings,
Malaysia has imposed a tem-
porary ban on the trade route
between Sabah and the southern
Philippines.

“The government has sus-
pended barter trade between
the two regions until a compre-
hensive plan is formulated to
ensure the safety and security
of Sabah state. It is a temporary
ban,” marine police chief Abdul
Rahim Abduliah said.

“We have deployed marine
police boats along with ships

Ml TEvRrr vy = e

_from the maritime enforcement

agency and the navy to enforce
ﬂ%e bg,” he adde(;y

- Autonomous Region in Mus-
lirn Mindanao (ARMM) execu-
tive secretary Laisa Alamia said

-the trade blockade imposed by

Malaysia has already takena
toll on traders in Tawi-Tawi, a
traditional barter trading route
in the southern backdoor of the
country.

Tan added Westmincom chief
Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo dela Cruz
will be meeting with his Malay-
sian counterpart next week fo
discuss measures to address the
spate of kidnappings occurring
intheborder -

Tan said possible joint patrol
will be among the issues that
will be taken up, although both
countries have been engaged
in annual joint border patrol
exercises,

Noel Choong, head of the
International Maritime Bureau
(IMB)'s Kuala Lumpur-based

Piracy Reporting Center, said
the shipping community had
expressed concern over the rise
in attacks. :
“Everyone is concerned as
the attacks could hurt trade.

~Operating costs - will go-upif-

they were to use & longer but
safer route,” he said.

“IMB fears such attacks will
continue to escalate. How can
seamen defend themselves
against militants armed with
high-powered guns and fast
boats?” he added.

Many Western and other em-
bassies routinely issue warnings
against traveling to most of the
Philippines” Muslim-populated
southern regions, which lie just
northeast of Sabah, because of
the risk of being abducted by
the Abu Sayyaf.

In the past Abu Sayyaf has
mainly targeted tourists as they
can demand high ransom for
foreigners.

— AYF, Jaime Laude
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ghtto 23 the
; nalities:

the border with Sabah state,

- “We don’t exactly know who took '+

1y Jawl

 which is known for extortion, kid: be with
. called the vessel's

- Western'

‘two Indonesian

nappings,- beheadings  and’ bomb- "
ings, has stepped up its acrivities on.

. Sayyat,” Tan said, adding that 10 In-

-~ donésians and four Malaysians were -
. also abducted in two separate inci-.
- dents early this month i the sourh. o
<+ The Tndonesian foreign ministry’

' issued a-statément saying four In-
donesian crew were taken captive
after the gunmen attacked the tug-

boats, TB Henry and TB Cristy,.on

“theit way to Kalimantdn from Cebu.
. Six other crewmen were left behind
but one was shot. :

‘+“He is in stable condition now” .

the foreign ministry said, adding
that Malaysian water police evacu-
ated the wounded crewmen to a
hospital in Lahad Datu in eastern

Sabah state, where the two fHg-

beats were towed to safety,

The victims were identified as In-
donesians Mohammad Artyanti
Misnan (boat-master), Lorens M.PS
{chief master), Dede Irfan Hilmj

Ry 2 W

(second officer) and Samsir {sea-
man}. The one shot was identified
as Lambas Simanungkalit.

I . The al-Qaida-linked Aby Sayyaf,

~than 50 others in an ambush on
nearby Basilan island, prompting a

e remote islands.
‘Last week, the terrorists linkedto'
e Islamic State (IS) claimed re:"
sponsibility for the killing of 18 sol-
diers and the wounding of more

massive Army offensive with ar-
tillery and aerial bombings. The
military claimed 28 rebels had died -

in the weekiong fighting,

Otherhostages =~ - ==
On nearby Jolo island, the mili-
tants gave a final deadline on April 25 |
for payment of P300 million ($6.5
million) ransom for each of two
Canadians and a Norwegian captive
otherwise they would be beheaded.
Suspected Abu Sayyaf terrorists -
are also holding other foreigners,
including one from the Netherlands

and one from Japan.

There were reports the 10 Indone- -

sian seamen kidnapped in  late
March were taken by an Abu Sayyaf

' faction to Sulu, a known hideout of

the terrorist group. Someone claim-

number of persons of var- - seven glnmer in a blue Speedboat attacked
o abdueted by suspected Is-"
.Jamist militants since last year. - .

flagged rigboats “arcund

- 6:30 p.m. off Sitangkai in Tawi-Tawi, near

3 mgto b mththe Abu | .Séyyaf ‘had

owners
i

between Sabah and the Philippines,

~ agovernment official said, " -
-~ The -Malaysian “government has

shut down its Sabah border with the
Autonomous Region in Muslim Min-

danac.to cross-borderor barter trade

in protest of the recent kidnapping,
Laisa Alamia, ARMM executive sec-
retary, told reporters on Thursday,

. She said Malaysian authorities
had put up a naval blockade be-
tween Sabah and Tawi-Tawi, the
usual barter trade route.

The kidnapping activities zre a
major'issue that is why ARMM Gov.
Mujiv Hataman. is currently in
Manila talking 10 Malacafiang
about this, Alamia said. .

Alamia said talks were beingdeld
i the hope that Kuala Lumpur
would reconsider its decision. = Julie
Alipala, with reports from Edwin
ternandez and Nash Maulana, [n-
quirer Mindanao; Reuters; AFP; AP

Gl occurring be

tween Sabah and Mindanao prompr.
“ed Malaysian authorities on April 9
o shut down cross-border trading

i ) 845- ocal: 5285, 9285
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il Rahim S ) tan islan
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AW huive depleyed ‘maring pohce ' uncorifirmed s whowas respons;bl_

° alo with - ships. from the - Several days earlier 10 Indoniesiali

‘boats R qaﬂorswereksclnapped in waters of _

ant agency and the
e e’rn fﬂg’; E}rxne lr;ang ? he. adc}ed '_ the southern Phlhppmes “with
A “information mdlcatmg thiy’ may.have.-
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heen taken
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; -manv Weeks and: ce)mps amld asur ge in

" Noel Choong, head of the It yan 2o
Wl s (TMB) Kuala Lutnpur- Fuly, a remo
gﬂgétdggf;:;?{ipogg %}enter smd the 5 a hideout of the mzht;mt tmtf:t

: -mternatwnal waters. Fow I ndrme .1au
;' ___seamezl wer_e abdu«cted by the }ddnappv ‘Someone: clalmmg te be from Abu
o * Sayyal Called the vessel's owners to- =

i demand 4 Fansom for the sailors’ release:

“* ghospital,” Sabahy p() ice rhlef Abéul Rashxd

. Harun toldAgeme France Prassi
oy The tughoat carrying coat was xa,ﬂmg
L from Cebu hackto Tarakan in Iridorekian
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y
Enfarcement Agency shows a memb{;r of Malaysiar,
Maritime Enfarcement Force rescuing an indonesizn
saflor after being shot during & kidnapping at the east
coast of Malaysia's Sabah state inLahad Dalu. asp

" Many Western and other embassies "~

_ routmely {ssue warnings against traveling
-to most of the Ph11:pp1nes Muslim-
populated southern regions, whichlie
“just northeast of Sabah, because of the .
“risk of being ‘bducted by the group.: -
T nthe past Abif Sayyaf has mamly i
1rists as they can: demand B

" were kidnapped from yachts at a
marina in September, with the militants
setting an Aprit deadline for a ransom
to be paid.

- Themilitants in a video demanded P1
billion for each of the three foreigners.

. Since the April 8 ransom deadline
.passed there has been no word on the
' hostages fate... . . . .. AFP
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i Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., Westmincom

spokesman, said the Westmincom or-

:..- der was issued as unidentified heavily
i armed ‘mén- have attacked:a’ “tugboat- -
that 1n;ured acrewmember: and seized:

four others, al} Indonesians. -

 Howéver, Tan said they have yet .

to ascertain the identities of the gun-

men, as they could be pirates who ~

are just using the names of the Abu
Sayyaf Group, “There is no proof that
they [Abu Sayyaf bandits] are the ones
who did that [abduction};,” Tan added.

He said ‘the incident happened .

around 6:30 p.m. on Friday in the sea
off Pondo Sibugal, Sitangkai, Tawi-
Tawi. The identities of the victimg
were not immediately available,
except that they are among the 10
Indonesian crew members of T/B
(Tugboat) Henry, Tan said.

He added that the victims were
passing the area when around sev-
en unidentified gunmen aboard a
speed boat painted gray and blue
attacked them.

AMBOAN GA:_ 1
Mindanao Command (Westmm-»
fcom) has ordered its troops in
i the provinces of Sulu and Tawi-Tawi to
_monitor possible landing of a gunm

laden speed boat bringing four .
Indonesmn hostages S

“#*behind the remaznmg Bik;

TY;The Western

en-

Tan 'said the gunm:eh'-seiz'ed the
four Indonesians and sped off to a
still undetermined chrectmn_ leaving

were sent to track down the gunmen,
as Well as'the vn:tlms

- “Reopen border between
. Sabah, Suly’

SULU—The Lupah Sug Bangsamoro
Wornen Association Inc. based in Sulu

" ‘over the weekend appealed to the Ma-

laysian governmént to imimediately
reopen its borders in Sabah to travel-
ers and commercial traders from the
southern Philippines.

Curbing criminal activity in the
cross-border area that separates Ma-
laysia, Indonesia and the Philippines
is not achieved by unilateral action,
but requires joint policing, targeted
punitive action, and the uniform ap-
plicationof lawsagainst deadlyshadow
economies, such as piracy and kidnap-
for-ransom that plague these porous

: including .
- “thewournded cretwman; He said troops

p555Local: 5285, 5295
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frontiers, the group said.

. “Yet,ina perverse application
of ‘beggar thy neighbor policies’,
Malaysia imposed a blockade on
Gihah in vesponse to the kidnap-
ping of its nationals by criminal
extremists,” the group said in
astatement. .
~_“This decision is arbitrary.
counterproductive, and will not

bringabout along-termsolutionto -

- theproblemof critninal terrorism
“that Malaysia and the Philippines
" poth face,” the gtaternent added.
The group said the Malaysian
action punishes legitimate busi-
nessmen, readers, inciuding tour-
{sts and relatives of families liv-
ingin Sabah who had no hand in
the kidnapping, and are, in fact,
victimized by the same piracy
and other threats to their lives
and livelihoods.
“By closing its borders, Ma-

Jaysia succurnbs'to thefear and .
threat..of criminal extrernism

+hat the perpetrators wanted to

_ Tesponse; yet it unduly strains the - ‘

fraternal and friendly relations
between our countries—a soli-
darity nurtured too by the posi-
tive interaction and engagement
between small traders, especially
wormen, whopossess strong tiesof
friendship with their Malaysian
counterparts, the group alse gaid.

“CommunitiesinSuiu and Tawi-

“Tawi already feel the Brunt of the
‘blockade with the spike in food
“and petroleum prices already 70

percent to date, threatening food
seciirityin the area. This has deep

. _ecohomicandsocialrepercussi_oh_s
to the already strained condition
inMindanaobrought aboutbythe

drought and the energy crisis.
“Worse, the competition over

Jocaland moreexpensive resollrces

will have ominous implications o
existing grievances and conflict
dynamics in the Sabah-Sulu cor-
ridor, the statement said.

" The group also catled onrthe -
Philippine government to dia-

logtie with Malaysia to take col-
laborative and nuanced actions
to address security and economic
jgsues in its shared borders. PNA

create, a threat that should unite

rather than tear us apart,” the

womerl's group statement said.
The action is but a temporary

e ———
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4 pang Ind@nes:ans binihag ng Sayyaf, 1 binaril kritikal

~"nang harangin ng 5- 7' mga’ nasa Semporna, Malays;a esa karaga:an noeng Maiso 26.

| Agut pan
kuudnap ‘habang isa parman . armadong bandido fia sakay”  Maghgunita na “Woong “Ang mga bikag ay sinasabing
..itinatago mano saSulu at

ang nasa krrtfkal ‘na kondis- naman ng kulay asul na speed . ‘Abril 4 ng ta0ng ito ay apat .
yon matapos:fia- ‘barilin ng - boat. Iniwan ng mga kidnapper - nia Malaysian na sakay ng . humihingi ‘ng P 50-M ransom
‘manlabasi'sa mea pinaghihina-~ anganin, isa rio Ay, ‘binaril pa’; isang tugboat anyg hivarang ng: ang mga Kidnappers kapalu ng
laang bandidonf Abu Sayyaf  atapat lamang ang tipangay. Imga ‘bandido sa Tapul Islan kalayaan ngmga ito:

- Grouwp (ASG):; pambagnng ©  Walang nagawa ang apatna’. $a pagitan ng kardgataa ﬂg . Sapinakahuling ms;dente
insidente u'g napping sa. biktima matapos na tutukan ng Tawi-Tawi arSult. - G ‘ng kidnapping, sinasabing
knragaiang malapit sa Pondo™ ‘baril at puwersahang tangayin -~ »-Bukod dito-ay. sznasab ng - -nagsasahta imano ng putdl-

i Tawx*Tawz ing figa bandido patungo sa . bihag,. din ng Abu Sayyaf ang putol na:English-ang mga

" hindi pamalamang destinasyon - Samipung Indonesian créw na -kidnappersna nagpakilalang.

& habangangammay mbandana '3hmara.ng éin ng mga bandldo - mivembro ngmga bandidong
:- Abu-Sayyaf. Patuloy naman

" ang search and réscue opera-
- tmns {Joy Cantos) .

L ..._._-' G .a»_‘..__\y._

.Iauing Indonesian émg pafi-
"bagong biktima ng ¥idnapping.:
0z paganap s lugar andang:;
a!as—&SO nggabi. o

a; seasaklolohan nig: Malaysian
anthorities ‘at dinala sa Sem-
porna Hosp;:a! 54 Malaysla
nandun siya figayon ", ani Tan
“na hindi naman makumpirma

- angkmalat na/ balitang nama-
tay ang nabaril na Indonesian
- dahilan sa pagkakaalam niya ay
kritzkal lamang ito at inaatam pa
kamg pumanaw na.

. Base sa dnisyal na ulat ang
mga biktima na nasa Sampl ang
bilang ay pawang Indonesian
ay mga tpulante ng bangkang
T8 Henry nanapadaan sa lugar

—
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - ~Tel no. (02) 845-9585 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the fand.

¢

N




L:;"’?“—j VIS B

“

SOE & WONG-GEST ATmy ThET IS & SOUITE DT HEhLnE OUOE

OFFICE OF THE ARIGY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: vacpa.ammy2012@gmail com -

|7] Aprit 2016

Palace:
‘on the run

-3Mézlgégﬁ'a;1g'yé§terday con-

_firmed that government se-
" curity forces ‘are. relentlessly
. -;piii"suhig-thé'-Abu_SayYaf ban-:
 dits, but refused to comment
" on the alleged kidnapping
" of four Indonesian sailors in
the waters. between Sitangkai
‘in Tawwi-Tawi and Lahad Datu
“in Sabah, Malaysia on Friday.

~ The bandits seportedly,
wounded one of the sailors. -
- “We have ongoing opera*
- Hons against the Abu Sayyaf
" and they are on the run. They.
- are fighting hard but we are
- giving them a very hard fight
g el Presidential. Com,
= anications Developmentand
7 girategic Planning Office Un-
" dersecretary Manuel Quezon
. {II said over radio dzRB.
. The Department of National
" Defense of Foreign Affairs will”
" provide information when nec::
essary, Quezon said, referring
Lo Tutn to'Page 9

" sekkingstad and Filipina Marites

Sulu
iseriously the bandits” ultimatum Wi

'fs}owering our guards,” said Maj. File-

“of Cahadians JohnRidsdelrand .

‘ Pl G B 'ung'lr;__zs'of S_ulu; U ;:'..:'j__ o
Palace romreage1  TheAbuSayyafreducedheran.
ko e somtoPSODmillionfrom-Plbﬂ]ibﬁ
to the Indonesians’ kidnapping, - for each of the foreign captives. .
. “The Afmed. Forces 18 pursu- . The military said the spate of
"iﬁg'"-’che_z-_bandi’fs with vigot'and kidnappings have brought fo 29
'valor and we should not assi " the number of captives including
ey in terms of spreading - two Canadians, 2 Norwegian,

;n or rumors Dutch,a Chinese, 14 Indones
four Malaysians and six Filipinos.
Tan said they could not confirm.
operation in _whether all the victims are being
‘Sulu was meant to locate and fes-. held in Sulu, noting thez _
‘cue the h stages held by the Abuonly two instances when they

as mear

s the military is taking

' He said there could be other pi-.
rate groups operating in the Sulu
waters that could be behind the
recent kidnapping of & Malaysian
and Tndonesian. SRR

‘on the four hostages. = = "

-~ Tinves are at stake and we arenot

‘mon Tan Jt, spokesman for Western

‘Mindanao Cornmand {Westmincoin). T

~ Meanwhile, the number of slain
bandits killed in the continuous-
military offensive has climbed
to 37 a5 government troops were
closing in-on their targets in. the: =
hinterlands of Tipo-Tipo, Basilan.
The latest figure came after the
recovery of the remains of five ban- .
dits, who have been validated and
‘dentified on the grotind, Tan said.
The five were killed after the:
troops overran the bandits’ train-
ing camp in Barangay Baguindan -

- Inavideo recently uploaded
'on social media, the bandits gave
‘the families and governments

‘Robert Hall, Norwegian Kjartan-

Flor until April 25 to pay ransom.

~ The kidnappers said thev
‘would harm one of the victims
‘should their demand not be met.

'~ The four were seized in Sep-
tembet last year from a resort on
‘Samal Island off Davao del Norte
and were believed taken to the
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. died from injuries.

' vﬂlagers have beer chsplaced -

“Mindanao (ARMM): said the 700
families from Tipo-Tipo town were. |
provided with relief assistance.

ter in Barrmgav Amaloy in Ung~..

kaya Pukan town on Wednesday. .
.. "We can -have better resu}ts:j-_-'
before the weekend,” he said, add- .
ing reports had it that Abu Sayyaf |
leader; Furuji Indama, who was -
critically wounded, could have"

““Meanwhile, r'nore.: than 3, 00

the military offensive. . - - i
. The social welfare ofﬁce of the

'Autonomous Regm in Muslim:

. The town is greatly affected
bv ‘the military operation that has
been running for a week now.

. ARMM Social Welfare Secre-
tary Rahima Alba said the families - |
came from the villages of Baguin-
dan, Silangkuni and Bohe-Piang.:

~At-least- 260 sacks of rice. had ...

“beer distiibuted to the familiesby !

- ~the regional government. .-

_hammad Khattab.. . .
Khattab was kllled in’ The eni-
: counter

- The fighting broke out on Apmi
9 in Baguindan when elements
of the Joint Task Group Basilan
caught up with a group of bandits

- led by Indama, Isnilon Hapilon

and Moroccan bomb expert Mo-

i Anrea Calica™
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bers, were killed. The terrorists
beheaded some of the soldiers.
Meanwhile, among the ter-

- when MoroIslamic Liberation
Front (MILF) forces engaged
thern in a firefight in the same

Philippifie STAR captured

well as five Abu Sayyaf mem-
_the weekend, Abu Sayyaf mem-

rotists who died in the encoun--
ter was Moroccan bomb expert -
Mohammad Khattab. The jihad-
ist was tryifig to link up-Abu”
Sayyaf with the Islamic State..
Thevencountér at Tipo-Tipo-.
is déja vu for government forc- "
* es. The encounter echoed the
saime scenario nine years ago -

 town, killitig 14 Marines. The .

‘The bearers rompses

.]ust like what happené& over

bers, who the military were pur-
suing when they encountered
the MILF, were alleged to have
beheaded the soldiers in 2007,

Before the encounter happered,
the military was conducting a

check-of the areaafter reports

ssurfaced that kidnapped Ttalian

priest Giancarlo Bossi was spot-
ted inthearea: - ol 0w

. Abu Sayyaf is known to stll

be holding several hostages,

“including a Norwegian, two

Canadians and a Hlipina. The

‘terrorist group, now under the
~leadership of Isnilon Hapilon
‘. a wanted terrorist with a

the tragedy inits July 12, 2007

front page. $5-million bounty onhishead —
sledged allegiance tothe Islamic” followirig yeat, it att_acked_'the_-'__-i:h_e-_}_)_o’s.Pa.lmé.s'Resor{t.-k.idnap?--- Khaddafy’s deatthOUG,ﬂle -
state (IS} last year. - - town of Ipil, where they robbed pings that included mission- - organization again fell into dis~
array due to lack of competent

The group’s allegiance to the
[slamic State is a sign that the
sroup is returning to ifs ideo-
logical roots. It was originally
founded in 1991 as an offshoot
of the Moro National Liberation

Front (MNLF). Believinig that.
the MINLF has lost its credibility

int the fight for an independent
Muslim homeland in Mindanao,
Abdurajak Janjalant, a former
MNLF fighter who experienced
fighting the Soviets in Afghani-
stan, founded the group. The
group’s name means “bearer of
the sword” in Arabic.

In its early days, Abu Sayy-
af was a fierce and relentless
group. In 1994, it launched a
series of bombings in Zambo-
anga City that killed 71. The

banks, looted stores, burned
the center of the town to the

‘ground and killed 53 people. A :

Saudi Islamist bankrolied the
group’s operations through a

bogus Istamic foundation. It also
“Feceived funds from al-Qaeda™

leader Osamabin Laden:”.

But after the death of Jan-
jalani in an encounter with
policein 1998, the group fell irito
disarray and was inactive for a
time. It was only until sometime
in 2000, when Abdurajak’s
younger brother, Khaddafy
Janjalani, succeeded him, did
the group surface again, and
began kidnapping foreigners
from tourist islands in nearby
Malaysia.

Jt was also responsible for

ary couple Martin and Gracia
Burntham. The Burnhams were

among the longest held in Abu
Sayyaf captivity; they were held
until Philippine Special Forces

launched a rescue in 2002 that
resulted in‘the déath of Martin...
_ " Khaddafy's Abu Sayyaf also" -

egtablished links with South-

east Asian terror group Jemaah

Islamiyah. The terror group
provided Abu Sayyaf with
bomb making skills that led
to the bombing of Superferry
14, which kifled 116, making it
the deadliest terrorist attack in
Philippine history.

The leadership of the Jan-
jalanis proved to be the most
profificand most destructive era
in Abu Sayyaf history. But after

leadership. Much of its funding
and Hnks with the Jemaah Is-
lamiyah have been severed by
Indonesia’s crackdown on JL
After 2006, the group decayed
inte amere kidnap-for-ransom.
group of bandité than a band
of rebels driven by ideological
fervor. :

With Abu Sayyaf’s resur-
gence under the tutelage of the
Islamic State, the group has
come full circle, enlivened with
new extremist ideas to commit
more gruesome acts of terror. A
bolder, fiercer Abu Sayyaf will
definitely become one of the
major headaches of the new ad- .
ministration that will takeover
on June 30.
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7 AMBOANGA CITY - Four'mem-
bérs of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)
were killed, while - several others
were believed wounded, in an en-
scounter with the military in Ungkaya
Pukat {lan province Thursday

Former- Tipo-T
aturan yesterday digclosed that
e latest clash between the ASG and

. %th .-:Iﬁilii’ééii‘y_f"héppéq:e"d:_ab’qut“-lezp-.m-;.--
_ IThursday-at the coastal village of

iAmaloy in Unigkaya Pukan, Bagilan.:~

%"f__-Acccrdin'g to Maturan, the ban-
:gd?ts, who were already on-the-run

Tipo mayor Joel

frgim relentless military operatiofs

in the island, were chanced upon by
soldiers belonging to the 18th Infantry
Battalion (18th IB) that immediately
engaged them in a fierce encounter.

Government {roops recovered

the body of an ASG member when

the smoke cleared at the encounter .
site while the chairman of Barangay
Arnaloy said ‘another member of the .

outlawed group was buried post-
haste Friday following Muslim burial

e he military also said residents of

the barangay saw some ASG combat:
ants cafrying with them two niore
slain comrades, while dragging their

teader Furijl Indama was wounded in
the encounter, although it was only 2

vde ofhishead. < .-
1eﬁ'ﬁxdis pelied earlier reporis that
Indarpa wWas seriously wounded dur-
ing the encounter between the ASG
and military last Satuli"gg% ;ﬁhere the
ant lost 18 soldiers.
gev?;:gg wound wasjusta light born
on the left side of his headﬁ"‘ Maturatl
' a report reaching hio
uo%e{i Mat%ran did confirm that t’pe
ASG was already low on supply, partic-
ularly food, as the dragnet thrown by
the military 1o the forest of Tipo-Tipo
slowly closed down o3 its members.

wounded. _
The military recovered a .30-
caliber machine gun (Minimi or K3)
and an M-16 Armalite rifle at the
encounter site, he said. '
‘Maturan said the ASG members,
numbering about 80, were trying to
skirt military operations in the for-

‘ested areas of Barangays Baguindan

and Silangkum, but ran info the patrol-
linig soldiers instead. P

“A fierce exchange immediately

ensured before the ASG reportedly

“\yithidrew back into'the forested area.

of the village, and left their comrade
while making their retreat. =7
‘ Report also indicated, that ASG

_
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ASG p;ursuegd.;.
with vigor,
valor — Palace
Malacafiang yesterday assured that
the Armed Forces of the Philippines
is pursuing the terrorict Abu-Sayyaf
Group with “full vigor and full valor”
1 following a series of kidnappings that
it allegedly conducted. . 7 -
“One thing Is sure: That the Armed
Forces s pursuing the Abu Sayyaf
with full vigor and full valor and we
should be supportive of it and not
assist the .enemy in terms -of tying
to.spread any rnisinformation of
FUMOFS,” presidential Communications
Development and Strategic Planning
Office Undersecretary Manuel L.
Quezon 11 sald. :
- “Wa have been havirig ongoing
operations against the Abu Sayyaf
and they are on the run, they are
fighting hard, nut we are giving them
{-a-very-hard-fight.as well,” Quezon
gaid T
|+ Quezon said reports. that the ASG
wili behead three foreign hostages
anda Fitipina on April 25 just shows
that It is desperate In gefting ransom
Money. )
“AS yOU Can Se€, pakikita mo na
\ paana nababahala ang Abu Sayyaf.
Naghahanap pa sila ng salapi,”
.} Quezon:said. "Ang mahalaga dito,
suportahan natin ang Armied’ Forces
and their ongoing efforts to rescue
the hostages and habuiin ang Abu
I Sayyaf,’ he said, (Madel 5. Namit)

AL I,
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Just lagt m gl
sioni ‘wnder Major Gen. Rafael Va-
lencia; finally succeeded in ridding
Davad City's tag-as a “communist

internal security operations {ISO)
to the city’s peace and order coun-
cil (POC) uwnder Mayor Rodrigo
Duterte. . o

Ismael Mandanas, commanding
officer of the 25th Infantry Bat-
talion, led the signing of the memo-
randum of understanding (MOU)

iinfested” area with the turnover of "

177 At A Simple tura-over ceremony’
last Aprilv 13, Moakayo Mayor -
Joselito Brillantes and 14. Colonel |

transferring the responsibility of
‘ensuring ‘peaté ‘and order in the
ity from the -military. (NPA

mumnicipa

‘to the municipal peace and order -
-t6 build confidence among the peo-

conneil (MPOC) chaired by Bril-

lantes. .0 L
U Officials from Monkayoe's 21

" villages, other police and military. .
officials as well as representatives .
from the provincial government of -

Composteld and the Department of
the Interior and Local Governmtent

{DILG) witnessed the momentous
“event; eaid Agilat division spokess
‘pergon; Capt:Rhyan Batchar. -
.. Valencia stressed that the:
turnover “does not mean that the
nilitary is abandoning” Monkaya, -

which, like Davao City and other
areas in the region, has long been

Cdommunist New: Pg@;’:‘fe_"s ‘Army

o “This MOU establishes the fact

protect the gaing of the 1SO.

known asa “territory’iof the

" “The intent of the handover 15

ple and the different stakeholders
in order to éreate an environment
conducive to socioeconocmic, cul-
tural and spiritual development.

that (both) the MPOC and the
(military) recognize the need to

oS Thisales gignifies theiwilling-!.
nesg'and commitment of the MPOC
to take the lead and miake'a stand
in ensaring that Monkayo attaing

its potential to the fullest for the
“sake of the future generation,” the

military official added. .
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Church leaders
secure release.

" CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY (PNA) -

Church leaders on Friday appealed to |

poth the military and the New People’s
Army (NPA) to meet halfway in order
to expedite the release of military and
police personne! who are still in the
hands of the insurgency group. = .
The Philippine Ecumenical Peace
Platform (PEPP), 4 body composed of
interfaith church leaders who actas the
third party facilitators, has expressed
optimism that the NPA and the military
and police would arrive at a compromise

. for the speedy release of the captured .~

government law enforcers.
Bishop Felixberto Calang,of the
Iglesia Filipino Independiente IFD and

. PEPP co-convener, said they were op-

timistic that the parties involved would
take into consideration each other’s

__proposals so the third-party facilitators

could begin working on negotiating for
tne release of the captives.

Calang said PEPP was confident
that the parties could reach an agree-
ment on the turnover eventually as
this is not the first time that the NPA
has taken police officers and soldiers
as prisoners.

“Members of the PEPP conveners
include Cagayan de Oro Archbishop
Antonio Ledesma, Bishop Melzar
Laburitog, United Church of Christ in
the Philippines (UCCE), and_Blshop
Genesis Udang, of the Philippine Coun-
cil of Evangelical Churches (PCEC).

In an earlier statement released to
the local media, the NPA wanted the
police and the military to stop combat
operations before considering a nego-
tiation to free the captives. .

The police and military, however,
maintained that it is not in the level
of the regional or provincial military
and police command to order a stop on
military and police operations. .

SPO 1 Warren Cofiales, PO 3 Edwin
Castor, SPO 4 Rene Rombo, and PFCs
Gienn Atistia and Diven Abion Tawide.
were captured by the NPA last April

in various parts of Misamis Or%ental,
Bukidnon and Agusan Del Norte. .=~
" Conales and Castor were taken by .
the rebels in Capitan Bayong, Impasug- ;
ong, Bukidnon; Rombo in Manda}ul_ag,
Talisayan, Misamis Orienfal. Austia g;‘nd i
Tawide; both belonging to the Philip- .
pine Army’s 23rd Infantry Battalion, &
were captured in Purok3, Lower Olave, |
| Ruenavista, Agusan Del Norte. | ¥
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in Albay attack

° CAMP NAKAR, Lucena City —A
 government militiaman was killed and
one ‘of his comfades wourided when they. .
@cﬁ@ﬁtﬁfedﬁvé_NeWPenpie’s Army (NPA)
rebels while securing a farm-to-market
road in Barangay Malabiga; Libon town; B
Albay, last Friday . .o S
" The Southern Lizzon Command SOL-
COMD reported the killing of GilbertE. delos
‘Reyes, of the Civilian Armed Forces Geo-'
graphical Unit (CAFGU) Active Auxiliary -
(CAA) and the wounding of another CAA,
Michael J, Ramirez. R
\ _S_D_'eiosRejresWasldﬁedintheﬁr's‘tvbﬂey
. of fire when the NPA rebels attacked the
l squad of the army’s 2nd Infantry Battalion
towhichhe helonged. Ramirez s currently
eirig freatedat the 9th Infantry Division

Station Hospital in Pili Carparines, Sur:.

Page: 2 2
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_ ArmedForces ‘ofthe Phﬂxppmes (AFP) b
‘Chief of Staff, bads an emotiorial fare-  ti
“well yestérday to the meén and women  la

of the Southern Luzon Command (SOL— :

¥

: COM) here.:

Imbern s visit herels hIS last as AFP :
'Chlei of btaff as he was set o bow out -

. of the rilitary service on April 22 when

"'-j'th 'ppme ‘Military Academy.

"he reaches the mandatory retzrement _

ge of 56. :
- In the crowd that surroundeci hlm
Were some of his batchmates in the

;of 1983, like 11 Gen

Commander: and 9th Infantry. Division
Commander Ma} Gen Ferdmand F
qudlﬂa :

Diiring the prayer Inbern became
'_ emotmnal and asked for a moment_

MA)
: icardo -

Visaya, SOLCOM Chief, Maj. Gen.
' Romea G Gan, 2nd Infantry Division

‘ _-de_dl_cateé 'o

: _mory ‘of the'18'soldiers: k:ll}ed 1;1'.:-: di
e dvdaShmBasﬁan last weekend
“in mind, General Hernando Iriberri, . roe

" Abu Sayvaf
Group band:ta

supportmg his leaderqmp of the AFP" .
h Then he Ieft a remmder _ them

- me, It is 'about the people we pledg d-
“ito protect 1it'is about the commumtx%sz-- :
- we serve. It i8 about our muntxy we

we had been doing. Ami thxs is what'iye
. will always be. This is t.he ‘eskence zof
sold1erv So everyone wh(: Wears t!ns
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‘China mﬂsun_d_efsiands Phnnus-mimary
activities® e - 7

By its strong and negaﬁve
reaction to the intensified
joint Philippine-US' military. -

China ”rmsunderqtands” their said yesterday. .
purpose, which is'to ensure ”Webeheveﬁma‘cthe?eo;:le s

actxvmes in the South-China:

freedomof navigation and free
ﬂow of commerce, Malacanang;;

‘Republic of Chiria through its
statemenf:s mmunderstands or

Sea and _We_st__ i__{fhxhppme_ Sea,

perhaps does not properly ap~ -

- preciate the purposé of our ac-
 tivities with the Unitéd States.
'I’hese are toensure freedom of -

navigation in the regmn thch—
. benefits all-nations because it
allows the frée, unhampered
ﬁow of frade_ Whlch-' e

beneﬁt of all the economies of
the region,” Presidential Com-
munications Developmentand -
Strategm Pianmng Office Un-

Bemng earlier said th Us.

and the Philippines showed
their “Cold War mentality”
with their joinf patrols in the
South China Sea and the West
Philippine Sea. .

- But Quezon pomted out
the “peaceful and highly un-
controver51a1 exercises
meant to ensure that:

perity would be continuous

under a regime of stabihty'in-
- good and’ useful they are,” he“

"-;_Sald

the region. -
“As always, this is proof ofa

strong and continuing alhanceﬂ'_’f
other countries ~ and not ordy -

between our two nations,”
Quezon said, referring to the
joint mihtary activities.

After anriouncing that the
US and the Philippines had
started joint maritime pa-
trols last month, US Defense
Secretary Ashton Carter said
his country was commit-
ted. to back Manila against
coercion and intimidation
amid China’s massive land
reclamation and construction
activities in the South China

Sea.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEI He issued the pronocunce-

ment before boarding the air-

‘hotly contested waters.

c:raft carrier ]okn C Stennzs as 1t

- satled indisputed waters Fnda,y

Quezon defended theen-
hanced alliance betweeti-the

t,- US and the Philippinés as well
‘as the assistance: Wasi'ungton'
was providing the country. .

* “For example...we Have a
Hamilton-class cutter, which
is, let’s admit, a late 1960 ship.
But that's already a generation
or more advanced than what we
used to have. So in other words,
if we have a bicyde; we need

1o go through traunmg whe Is;._
+ st Quezon said: '

““They’re perfectiy gfmd=
vessels-and we have seeri how:

“He rerr;mded Chma that

the US - were supporting the
Philippines” position on the
West Philippine Sea issue,

including Manila’s turhing to
" international arbitration. . -

Quezon also pointed out the
military alliance between the
Philippines and the US dates
back to 1951, referring to the -

" Mutual Defense Treaty.

Carter’s trip to the Stennis
was seen as the latest effort by

the US to show its commitment

to maintaining security inthe  g45.0555| peal: 5285, 5205

Turn fo Page 6
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But China's de-

5 fense ministry sal
* the joint naval pa-
trols only #promote
the militarizaBion of

the region.” 7
= _-.-.._-’."I‘h-e'--_-Ch-inese
army will monitor
this t_rend'.'close‘ly,
and will resolitely
Sateguard Chind’s
_ 't_é_rritori'al' sover: -

eignty as well-as
aritime rights and
interests,” it said,
S With each Ba-

‘jkatan and eac
- cruise by, the Stennis,
“with each new mul-
tilateral exercise and
each new defénse
agreement, ‘we add
a stitch to the fabric

of the xegmn’s geci-

Py

o ' o
J20:mat. Com - & De {2 BLR-LERE
. RS

said in 2 speech at
“ithe closing:CerEmY”.
| nies Egjrt}leBalikat'aﬂ.
f-jO'ﬁtféxerdse.--
7 iTis is the netr
work ~ .peacefuL
;_principled and in-
dlusive - America
_continues to stand
for, and _.s’g'and
with,” he said-
ohearsed maritime
'in’cerdiction
operations 50 We
cany respond more

as platform for

ossible forces in
the South China
(Gea),” Carter told
US and Philippine
troops. with
Jaime Laude
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ByGiCabscungan -

pines’ joint military exercises with the.
United States near disputed territory
said yesterday. . -

' *We believe that

in the South China Sea, Malacafiang - :

the People’s Repub-

understands or perhaps does not prop-
erly appreciate the purpose of our ac-
tivities with the United States,” Com-
munications Undersecretary Manolo .
Quezon'said in a radio interview. ...

~ “These are to ensure freedom of nav-

" jgation in the region, which benefits all

lic of China throughits statements mis-. “Carter’s visit S '-

L " pations because it allows the free, un-
CHINA has misinterpreted the Philip-.

d
" “These are peaceful and highly tr

‘that prosperity is continuous. unde

‘regirhe of stability through the parlick :.
. pation of ali-}c’ounn‘iegjn-he added:

Carter's visit to an American aircraft
carrier sailing near the disputed is-

‘lands in the South China Sea came at -

the end of this year's Balikatan war"’
“States, which date back to 1851,

_“Our moves and our ongoing projects

games between Filipino and Ameri-

‘can troops.

‘controversial exercises meafit to ensure the Philippines through joint patrols in

© US  Defense Secretary Ashton

blasted the US for “milita-
est Philippine Sea with its
n its deferise ties with-

: fuinistry on
strengthening  US-
ies reflected “Cold

‘But Quiezon said the war games un-
derscored the historic relations be-
tween the Philippines and the United

. with our foreign allies show that we are
on a steady and sensible path,” he said.
Quezon also defended the sale t?y
the United States of jts decomimis-
-~ sioned Hamilton-class cutters to the
: "Philiﬁ)pin'e-COa'st.Guard;j_.=.__ :

class cutters capable of patrolling its ter-
ritorial waters in the South China Sea.

Quezon said while the cutters were
built in the late 19608, they were still
“y generation Or MOre advanced than
what we used to have”——World War -
era vessels.

wheels first. Once we get acquainted
with these, we can then fnvest in mMore
modern engines (with 1990 to 2000s .
technology),” he said. o
. Quezon said critics should under-
stand that the Philippines has 10 bal-

P Hippines has three Hamilion- ance its need toimprove its defense
" requiremients With:

“jtglimited" re-
sources that are also needed for other
public services. . - o
«[They’re] not junk because there
are other nations that have also taken
on the Hamilton-class cutter They're
perfectly good vessels and we have

seen how good and useful they are,”

“1n other words, if these were bicy- .
he said.

cles, we need to go through training
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ABOARD‘ THE USS JOHN C. STENNIS—For the
second time in five months, Defense Secreréfv'
Ashton Carter landed aboard a US aircraft Carf‘i—ér
in thf_a bitterly contested South China Sea éendinf
a deliberate message to China on Ameriéan. powj

er in the region.

With 2 kev Asia-Pacific ally at
his side on the USS John C.
Stennis on Friday, Carter said
the only reason America’s pres-
ence in the region came up as
an issue was because of Chinas
bzhaviorin the South China Sea

over the past year,

“That's a question of Chinese
behavior,” Carter told reporters
as he and Philippine Defense
Secretary  Voltaire  Gazmin
watched US Navy F/A 18 “Hor-

US SHOWE/ A2}

" Sweeping claims

FrompageAl

Het” fighter jets launch inito the vivid

bhie skies, ‘about 126 kilometers west:

of the main Philippine island of Luzon.
~“What's new is notan American eat- .
rier in this region. What's new is the
context of tension [that] exists, which~
we want to reduce,” Carter said, 7
China late on Thursday reacted defi-
antly “to - Carter’s apnouncement of
joint - US-Philippine patrols in the
South China Sea and the rotation of
more US troops with combat aircraft
and equipment to the Philippines un-
der a new security agreement.

. #US-Philippine joint. patrols in the

South China Sea promote regional mil-:

-jtarization -and- undermine . regional

pedce and stability” the Chinese de-
fense ministry said in a statement.

 “The Chinese military will pay very
close attention to related develop-
‘ments, and firmly safeguard China’s
territorial sovereignty and-maritime-
rights and interests,” it said :

_ China claims nearly the whole of the
3.5-miillion-square-kilometer | South
China Sea, even waters closé to the -
shores of its Southeast Asian neighbors,
and has over the past year built artifi-
cial islands in the Spratly archipelago to
assert what it insists is its “undisputed
sovereignty” over territory in the sea al-
so ciaimed by the Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia, Vietnam and Taiwan.

The Chinese defense ministry’s state-
ment also refere;._d China’s longstand-
ing opposition to US militarv alliances in
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the region, It regards those as a form of
unwelcomne interference that stymies its
desired status as the preermnent mili-
tary power in the Asia-Pacific region.
“Strengthening the US-Philippine mili-
alliance . is a sign of a Cold War

mentality thiat is inbeneficial to peace and -

stabilityin the South China Sea,” it said. -
On Friday, Carter emphasized the

United States would back up the Philip

pines and other allies in the region.

_“At a time of change in this dynarmc- '
region, and democratic transitions in -

the ?‘nmppmes and the United States,

"we will continiié to stand shoulder to

shouilder,” Carter said at the closing
ceremony for Balikatan 2016, the an-

“nual war’ games between US- and -

Philippine troops, at Camp Aguinaldo;
.the Philippine mﬂitary’s headquarters
“in Quezon City :

“We will continue to stand ‘up for i

oursafety and freedoms, for those of
our friends and alhes, and for the val-

ues; principles and tules-based order

- that has beneﬁted 50. many for so

* Jong,” he said)

the United States and its allies in the

Carter’s visit aboard the Stennis urn-

. detscores persistent. complaints from

region about, China’s military buﬂdup:

: m the South Chma Sea.:

" Later in the massive gray s’mp s hangar
bay Carter said his message in makmg
the trip was that the United States “in-
tends to continue 10 play a role in keep»

" ing'peace and stability in this region.”

Rear Adtn. Ronald Boxall, the com-

. mander of Carriet Suike Group 3, told

‘reporters that the Stennis and the shlps N
“if #he carrier’s strike eroun “recularlv

professional

:landed ori the Stennis.”

have a {Chinese) ship or two operating
with us or near us.’

So far, he said, the Chmese vessels:

have been operating very professionally
“We've been very pleased with the
interactions we've had,” he said. “They

-are operatmg where they think they

should, we're - operating where -we
think we should. They generally have
discussions over the
bridge about where we are.” .

Flzght to the carrier
Accompanied by - Gazmiry, - Armed

“Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff -
~inforces Carter’s assertion that Ameri-

Gen, Hernando Iriberri and Defense Un-

‘dersecretary Emmanue] Bautista, Carter
fode to Villamor Air Base in Pasay City
after the Balikatan -closing ceremony
and took .a Boeing C-17 Globemaster

a1rcraft for'a flight to Palawan. .

. From Palawan, the closest Ph1hp-
pine landmass to the Spratly archipela-
go, they took a Bell Boeing V-22 Os-

prey military helicopter for a short
flight to the Stennis, which was in"

Philippine-claimed waters.
Under a blazing sun, as the heat in-

dex pushed past 37 degrees Celsius,

Carter and the Phlhppme off;c1als

" Carter spent about

ship, watching a number of fighter jets”

shoot into the sky off the flight deck,
do cireles around the Stennis and then
land again, roaring to a stop as their
tailHook caught the arresting wire.
He later spoke to several hundred
sailors in the hangar bay, including

“one who asked why the United States,
aliows China’ m particinate in the

large annual military exercise in the
Asia-Pacific region.

Cartér 'said the United States
wanted to work together with China,
and added that Beumg should not
isolate itself.:

Not aimed at anyone -
The United States insists that the in-
creasing’ Amnerican - presence in-the
South China Sea and thé broader
Asia-Patific region is meant to show
support for allies and is not aimed at

‘anyone nation.

But the US m111tary presence also re-

ca will continue to fly and sail through-

out the region, despite: Chinia’s claims

of sovere1 g'm:y over the vast South Chi-
naSea, o o
China’s’ forezgn mmlstry statement

on Thursday said “military ‘exchariges

by relevant countries should not target

-third parnes much less support a few
“countries -

: in. challenging. China’s
sovereignty and security, inciting re-
gional contradictions and sabotaging
regional peace and stability.” _
And on Friday, Chinese foreigh min-
istry spokesperson Lu Kang said that,

o CBefore e’ US returned:totheAsia-Pa-

cific ‘region;,  relevant - couintrieshad

‘sought to control the disputes and han- -

dle the conflicts through friendly nego-
tiations, despite the disputes having
existed for over four decades.”

~ He fold reporters during a press
conference that if the United States
wanted a peaceful solution to dis-

putes, “I hope it can practice ° what it
“has nreached “and that their: ar'fmnq
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can really help to peacefully solve
the disputes.” . = . SRR
The Philippines has chalteniged Chi~
na's sweeping claims in theé South-Chi-
na“Sea at the United Nations Perma-
nent Court of Arbigration. = - 5
‘China has refused to take part in'the
atbitration, and gaid it would not rec:
oghize any ruling by the court.™. "
The tribunal has proceeded o hear
the case, though, and {5 expected'to
handdowna ruling incoming weeks.
The United States has said it does
ot take a position‘on the ‘territorial
dispiites, but’ wants’ “them  settled
Tegally. S i
Message of solidarity =~ o
Bt Carter's visit to & Philippines
last week,-and Gazinin’s presence on
the Stennis sent a more pointed mes-
sage of solidarity.. = P
- The visit to the Stens came a day
after Carter announced new military
a2id 16 the Philippines. that spurted
prnte’sts'fmeChina." s EE AT
This was the second time that Carter
_had flown onto & carrier while it was
embarked i__riﬁth’é'S_d_ﬁt_ﬁ_'(;ﬁ;{ﬁé-s s Lasts
" November,. he. was Ton “the USS
Theodore Roosevelt as it sailed north’

~ west of Borneo. RSP
~ That visit came just a week after a.
US Navy .destroyer the USS Lassen,
~ challenged China’s claimi t0' 2 21-km
territorial limit around 7amora Reef
(international name: Subi Reef) in the

 Philippines’ part of the Sprat bout
270 to 360 km from where the

Theodore Roosevelt was. sailing! on
Thursdav ~ Rennrts from AP snd AFP
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Breakthrough

. The anniouncement that there will be

joint US-Philippine patrols in the West
Philippine Sea (South ChinaSea) is the
result of China’s plan to build a base
in the Scafborouglg Shoal located only
123 miles from the Philippine island
of Luzon. :

US Senator John McCain, chair of
the US Senate armed services commit-
tee believes that China’s plan to build
on Scarborough is meant to secure
existing gains in the region and pur-
sue new forms of coercion. In a recent
op-ed published in the London based
Financial Times, McCain said: “This

“[plan} could include further reclama-
.-tion.and militarization at strategic

Jocations such as Scarborough Shoal,

attempts to expelanother country from
adisputed territory, 07 the declaration
of an Air Defense Identification Zone
in all or part of the South China Sea.”

There is a report that Secretary of
State John Kerry raised the issue of
Chinese activities in the Scarborough
shoal during a recent meeting with

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Y1
in Washington D.C. According to the
report, Wang told Kerry that Chinese
expansion in the Scarborough would
take place.

China’s plans for the Scarborough
shoals were actually confirmed when
2 Chinese website posted a detailed
dredging plan for Scarborough includ-
ing a runway, powcr systems, residenc-
es and harbor capable of supporting
Chinese navy warships. I have seen the
graphic of the websiie. The airport and
runway are on the northern end of the
proposed artificial island. There is also
2 water treatment plant with three Chi-
nese guided missile frigates at 2 wharf
at the southern opening of the Shoal.

By ELFREN S. CRUZ

| War in Scarborough

-' t

~ton issue, I Philippine naval v
< and personnel are attacked by Chinese
maritime vessels, will the United States

Shoal?

" "One of the first to voice concern was
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Rich-
ardsoni who told Reuters last month;, T
think we see some surface ships activity

and those sorts of things, survey type .

of activity going on. That's an area of
concern...a next possible area of recla-
mation.” RIS A

China’s rapid expansion plan is

also in anticipation of an international

court's ruling on the Philippine claim
to parts of the Spratlys. T
pected to.be.in favor of
p aim. China clearly
defy any favorabl

‘lish.de facto
ritories:
© The S
bring to th

patrols now
rer hot but-

etore

ose

and the Philippines of starting a new
Cold War. This argument is clearly
disingénuous. China’s territorial ag-
gressions and it refusal to follow
international rule of law has triggered
this renewal of Cold War mentality.
Hopefully, this cold war will not lead
to a “hot war” especially over the Scar-
borough Shoal and Philippine territory.
Japan: Awakening . =
© of sleeping giant >

Japan is the third largest economy
in the world. It has the capability to
become a major force far beyond its
resent role now. In the 1970s and
up to the 1980s; Japan was consid-
ered as the next Pacific superpower.
But during the past quartei-century,
Japan turned insular and isolationist
while the world struggled with crisis

e ruling is

in the Middie East; genocides in Af-
rica; NATO-Russian confrontationin
Eastern Europe and Chinese aggres-
sion in the South China Sea. While
most of the world became targets
of extremist terrorist violence and
suicide bombers, Japan remained a
calm and peaceful society.

This is not new in Japanese history.
Until the 19th century, Japan remained
a closed sociefy and relationship with
the outside world was limited and
severely controlled. During the first
half of the 20th century, Japan became
an imperialist power and suffered a
humiliating defeat during the Second
World War. In 1947, its constitution

~.abolished the right to wage war.and.

the country became arn econormic su-
perpower. : -

Today, Japan is facing security chal-
lenges that are posing as immediate
threats to its political and economic
stability. The preservation of two vital
sea lanes of transportation and com-
murication — East China Sea and South
China Sea — is forcing Japan to assume
a bigger burden in defending the area
from further territorial aggressions
by China.

The problem for Japan is that the
gap between the military capabilities
of the two nations has become ex-
tremely wide. The recent Chinese
military budget estimate was $216
billion while Japan’s budget was $45.8
billion. China’s coercive behavior in
Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea
and the building of artificial islands
and bases in the South China Sea has
seriously endangered the freedom
of navigation in these lanes through
which most Japanese trade and energy
sources pass.
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1In a recently passed legislation -
March 29, 2016 — Japan now has set.
three new conditions where it is al-
Jowed to use force. The most relevant
meastre states: ” When an armed at-
tack against Japan occurs of when an
attack against a foreign country that is

in a close relationship with Japan 0ccurs
‘and as-a result threatens Japan’s survival
and poses a clear danger o fundamentally
overturn people's right to fife, liberty and
pursiit of happiness:. o c R :
. Japan now must confront the re-
alities ‘of .the new world order with
an aggressive China as a new military
superpower. Japan can either contine
to depend on the United States and its
allies to defend Japanese interests in the
region or it can contribute its fair share
of the burden by joining an alliance of
countries, including the Philippines, that
seeks to preserve international law in
the conduct of geopolitical affairs. Like
Germany in the European Union, it'is
my conclusion that Japan will eventually
have no choice but to accept a greater
.share of leadership in this part of the
orld
- Summier creative writing .

7 classes for kids and teens . -

' Young Writers’ Hangout : April 23, 30,
May 21, 28 and Tune 4 {10:30am-12nn
except June 4, 1:30pm—3pm) . :

Wonder of Words Wotkshop: May 2,

- 46,10,11 and 13 (1:30-3:3 for 7-10
‘yeats old 4-¢ r 7 years
..... old) W]{t . a g
and Mina Esguerra .
‘Classes will be held at Fully Booked

Bonifacio High Street. For registra-
fion and fee details, 0917-6240196
writethingsph@gmail.cbm _

 Brviadl: elfrencruz@gmail.com
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ORLINE NEWS
17 &PRIL 2016

wiaw, philstar.com

Abu Sayyaf death toll climbs to 37 in Basilan offensive

By Roel Parefic (philstar.com) | Updated April 16, 2016 - 5.25pm

A big number of forces was deployed to ensure the no let-up operation against the Abu Sayyaf group.Philstar.com/File

7 AMBOANGA CITY. Philippines — The death tol on the side of the Abu Sayyaf climbed to 37 as troops
continue its offensive operation against the group in Tipo-Tipo town, Basilan.

The latest figure of Abu Sayyaf casualty came with the recovery of remains of five Abu Sayyaf members,
according to Maj. Filemon Tan Jr,, designated spokesman of the ground military operation in Basilan.

Tan said the fatalities were validated and identified on ground.

According to Tan, the increase in death toll was the result of offensive operations conducted since last
Saturday.

The military official said the offensive operation is ongoing and there is no fet-up in going after the Abu
Sayyaf bandits.

There are reports that Abu Sayyaf leader Furuji Indama, who was critically wounded during the encounter
might succumb from his serious injuries, Tan said.

“This will be a no let-up operation we are already nearing the target and we are trying to push the
momentum. So we are trying 1o hit them the soonest possibie so we could finish them the soonest

possible,” the military official added.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

2




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

waww bomboradyo.com

WestMincom tiniyak na nag-iimbestiga na sa torture issue sa

umano'y 3 ASG sa Basilan

By Bombo Mars deSanPosted in Latest NewsSaturday, 16 April 2016 10:28

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Sinimulan na ng militar ang imbestigasyon ukol sa reklamong torture laban sa ilang
sundalo matapos mahuli ang hinihinalang mga kasapi ng Abu Sayyaf sa kasagsagan nang bakbakan
nitong nakalipas na Huwebes sa may munisipyo ng Tipo-Tipo sa lalawigan ng Bailan.

lto ang tiniyak ni Mayor Filemon Tan, ang tagapagsalita ng Western Mindanao Command {(WestMinCom).

Ayon kay Tan, hindi umano ligtas sa isinasagawang imbestigasyon ang mismong commander ng 104th
Brigade at ang iba pang opisyal ng Philippine Army (PA) sa Basilan.

Una na ring inalis muna sa lugar ang mga isinasangkot na sundalo sa sinasabing torture na nagmula sa
tropa ng 44th Infantry Battalion (IB) na namatayan ng 18 mga sundalo sa unang araw ng madugong
bakbakan sa Tipo-Tipo noong araw ng Sabado na nagkaroon ng direct contact sa paghuli sa fationg

hinihinalang Abu Sayyaf.

Sinasbaing inaresto ang tationg lalaki matapos silang makitang umaaligid sa lugar kung saan nangyayari
ang engkuwentro.

Makalipas ang isang araw ay napaulat na binawian ng buhay ang isa sa tatlong suspek dahil umano sa
grabeng torture na tinamo nito.

Napag-alaman pa na is& sa tationg naaresto ay ang miyembro umano ng Moro Islamic Liberation Front
{MILF) monitoring team kaya umano siya nandoon sa lugar ng engkuwentro.

Ang magiging resulta ng kanilang imbestigasyson ay ipapadala umano nila sa ké'n'iléng ﬁig%—;ér
headquarters na siyang magrerekomenda kung ano ang susunod na hakbang na gagawin.

Sinabi ng opisyal na hindi kukunsintihin ng Armed Forces f the Philippines (AFP) ang mga sundalo kung
talagang nangyari ang torture sa tationg hinuli nila dahil mahigpit itong ipinagbabawal hanay ng militar.

Pero nilinaw din nito na dapat ding bigyan ng pagkakataon ang mga sundalo para ibigay ang kanilang
panig ukol sa totoong nangyrai dahil ang tanging hangarin din lamang ng mga ito ay mabigyan ng
kapayapaan ag mga residnete sa Basilan kaya pati buhay nila ay binubuwis laban sa Abu Sayyaf.
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Militiaman killed, another hurt in NPA Albay attack

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, April 16 (PNA) — A member of the CAFGU Active Auxiliary (CAA) was killed while another was
hurt when five New People's Amy (NPA) rebels opened fire at a squad of the 2nd Infantry Battalion in

Libon town, Albay Friday evening.
The incident took place 6 p.m. at Barangay Malabiga, of the above-mentioned locality.

Southern Luzon Command (SOLCOM) spokesperson Lt. Col. Angelo Guzman identified the slain
militiaman as Gilbert E. Delos Reyes.

His remains was taken to St. Peter's Chapel in Legazpi City, Albay while his wounded companion, Michael
J. Ramirez is now undergoing treatment at 9th Infantry Division Station Hospital in Pili, Camarines Sur.

Guzman said SOLCOM strongly denounces the attack. The squad was on a mission of securing the
construction of a farm-to-market road in the barangay.

"The attack delays the opportunities and benefits for the barangay,” he added.

"Our unit there has intensified its security measures so that the construction can resume early," Guzman

said. (PNA)
RMA/PFN

www.inguirer.net

Abu Sayyaf sets ransom deadline
By Julle B Aurelio )

Ginauirerdainet o T, o
Philipnine Delly Inguirer

GE:80 AR April 16th, 2016
The Abu Sayyaf group has given the families of the three foreigners and Filipino woman seized from
Samal island last year until April 25 to pay a much lower ransom in exchange for the victims’ freedom.

in & new video uploaded on YouTube on Friday, the hostages appealed to the victims’ families and their
governments to pay P300 million for each of the victims. The abductors had earlier demanded P1 billion

each.

A man who introduced himself as John Ridsdel, a Canadian, said they were told it was the “final, absolute
warning.”

“This is an urgent appeal to our governments and families, if P300 miliion is not paid for me by 3 p.m. of
April 25, they will behead me,” said the gaunt-looking Ridsdel.

The other men, who introduced themselves as Robert Hall of Canada and Kjartan Sekkingstad of Norway,
made similar appeals while a long knife was held to their neck.
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4 Indonesian crew members kidnapped
By Roel Parefiz (philstar.com) | Updated April 16, 2016 - 2:00pm

The seﬂes of }ﬂdnappmgs prompted ihe Mazayman govemment ic shutdown shsppmg routes goi ng 0 Sabah to prevem
antrus;on by k:dnappers Ph:!star com]F:ie phata e : ST

ZAMBOANGA CETY Ph;E:ppmes Gunmen seazed four crew members of an Indcnesxan tugboat and
wounded another Friday night near the border of Malaysia in Tawi-Tawi, according to security official.

The armed men, aboard a speedboat, intercepted the tugboat identified as TB Henry with ten [ndonesian
crew members about 6:30 p.m near Pondo Sibugal, Sitangkai, an island town off Tawi-Tawi.

Maj. Fitemon Tan Jr., spokesman of the Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) said a crew
member was hurt when gunmen fired at the tugboat.

~ "The tugboat was shot and unfortunately one of the crew was hit and wounded,” Tan said.

Around five to seven armed men ook four crew members from the tugboat and transferred them into the
speedboat, leaving six others, who include the injured member.

The suspects with their fresh captives fled towards unknown direction.

According to Tan, the survivors aboard their tugboat fled towards Sabah. They were assisted by the
Malaysian authorities while the injured survivor was brought to the Sempornah Hospital for treatment.

Tan said no group claimed responsibility for the abduction and has not yet considered the Abu Sayyaf
since there are many other pirate groups operating in Sulu waters.

The fresh kidnapping incident came barely weeks when armed men also abducted four Malaysians off
Sempornah, Sabah last April 1.

Ten crew members of an Indonesian tugboat were also abducted fast March 26 in the border of East
Kalimantan, Indonesia while en route to Manila aboard T8 Brama.
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The TB Brama was recovered three days later off Languyan town in Tawi-Tawi, without signs of the
victims,

According to Tan, military forces have been alerted to be on the lookout for the presence of the victims
and suspects.

The series of kidnappings prompted the Malaysian government to shutdown trade in the border of Tawi-
Tawi, a component province of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).

ARMM executive secretary Laisa Alamia said the blockade was implemented by the Malaysian authorities
since last week.

The closure has taken its toll to traders in Tawi-Tawi, which has a traditional barter trading route in the
southern backdoor of the country.

The incident also prompted ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman to initiate meeting with Malacafiang te look into
the situation.

Meanwhile, Western Mindanao Command {(Westmincom) chief Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo dela Cruz will set a
meeting with his Malaysian counterpart next week 1o discuss security coordination to address the spate of

kidnappings occurring in the border.

Tan said a joint patrol might be among the solutions to be discussed though Malaysia and Philippines
have a yearly joint border patrol exercise.

www inguirer.net R . o o
Armed men seize 4 indonesian crew members off Tawi-Tawi
By Julie Alipala

@ulietSAlipsia

mosuirer iindansg

07142 AN Aprit 16, 2046
ZAMBOANGA CITY ~ At least four more foreigners had been forcibly taken by still unidentified armed
men in the waters of Tawi-Tawi, authorities said Saturday. o

The fresh abduction came barely 15 days after the Abu Sayyaf abducted four crew members of a
Malaysian tugboat, also off Tawi-Tawi: and about a month after the bandit group shatched 10 Indonesians

manning another tugboat.

The abductions occurring between Sabah and Mindanao had prompted Malaysian autharities on April 9 to
shut down cross-border trading between Malaysia and the Philippines.

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokesperson of the Western Mindanao Command, said the fresh abduction of the
foreigners, whom he initially identified as “Malaysian nationals” took place around 6:30 p.m. Friday near

Pondc Sibugal in Sitangkai town.

He said the victims were on a tugboat marked TB Henry when at least seven armed men on a speedboat

boarded their vessel.
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Another report said the victims were Indonesians from Banjarmasin, the capital of South Kalimantan. The
Tawi-Tawi police confirmed the nationalities of the victims.

The armed men, the police said in a repori, took Indonesians Moh. Ariyanti Misnan (boat master), Lorens
M.P.S (chief master), Dede Irfan Hilmi (second officer), and Samsir (seaman), and shot at another crew
member-identified as Lambas Simanungkalit—who resisted the kidnapping.

A separate report from the Philippine Coast Guard said five crew members were unmolested and that the
suspects fled toward a still undetermined direction.

The tugboat, which sailed from Banjarmasin, was being manned by 10 crew members, the PCG report
added.

“TB Henry managed {o cross towards the Malaysian waters and asked for help. The remaining crew on
board were assessed to be in a great shock and traumatized,” the PCG report added.

The Tawi-Tawi police said it was the survivors, who informed Malaysian authorities of the incident.
Tan said they were not certain where the victims had been brought to amid speculations they were
brought to Sulu, where the Abu Sayyaf has been holding over two dozen captives.

On Aprit 1, suspected Abu Sayyaf bandits also boarded a Malaysian tugboat and took with them four
Malaysian crew members.

In March, the bandit group also snatched 10 indonesians manning another tugboat as it was sailing in
Philippine waters.

The Abu Sayyaf's extremism and kidnapping in the southernmost part of the country has taken ifs toll on
the centuries-old barter trade system between the Philippines and Sabah, Malaysia, a government official

said.
“The Malaysian government has shut down its Sabah border with the autonomous region to cross-border

trade in protest of the recent kidnapping of Malaysian nationals by suspected Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG),”
Laisa Alamia, executive secratary of the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), told reporters

here on Thursday.

She said Malaysian authorities had put up a naval blockade between Sabah and Tawi-Tawi, Mindanao’s
springboard to Malaysia, which effectively prevented frave! between the two territories.

“The ASG kidnapping activity is now a (major) issue that is why {ARMM) Governor Mujiv Hataman is
currently in Manila talking to Malacafiang about this,” Alamia said.

Alamia said talks were now also being held in the hope that Kuala Lumpur reconsiders it decision.

Sabah Chief Minister Musa Aman was guoted by Malaysia's official news agency, Bernama, as saying the
decades-old barter trade activity in Sandakan and other east coast towns had indeed been shut down as
cart of security measures agreed upon by the Sabah Cabinet in the wake of the abductions.

Nt v A

Asked why barter trading had to be stopped, Musa said: “We do not know who these people (the barter
fraders) are bringing in.”

Aside from the barter trading, the transshipment of petroleum and gas products in Eastern Sabah had also
been stopped, he said.
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Musa said a curfew from 7 p.m. to 5 am. was also being implemented in seven Sabah districts and any
foreign vessel sailing in the restricted areas would be seized while Malaysian merchant vessels sailing in

high-risk areas would be provided protection.

Musa said the plan to put up ferry services between Kudat and Palawan had also been deferred because
of the kidnappings.

Even with the new development, the ARMM said it was seeking to expand the Polloc Freeport in
Maguindanao as the number of foreign vessels docking there had increased.

Hexsan Mabang, port manager, said the Polloc Freeport has been the port-of-call to 1687 domestic and
foreign vessels in 2013; 189 in 2014; and 211 last year.

Ishak Mastura, executive director of the ARMM's Regional Board of Investments (RBOI), said the increase
in frequency of ship-calls and in the volume of cargo traffic showed signs of the improving economy,
through growing domestic and foreign business investments into ARMM, amid peace and order prablem in

some parts of the region.

Because of the growing traffic, Mabang said the ARMM proposes to expand the port's berthing area to
twice longer than its present berthing area of 400 meters.

He said expanding the port's berthing area required the national government’'s approval, particularly on its
funding requirement.

Don Mustapha Loong of the ARMM's Department of Public Works and Highways said bidding has been
set for later this year for the conduct of a full feasibility study on the expansion of the port. With reports

from Edwin Fernandez and Nash Maulana, Inquirer Mindanao/CDG

www bomboradyo.com
WestMinCom inaalam kung saan dmala ng ASG ang pambagong

mga dinukot

By Bombo Mars deSanPosted in Latest NewsSaturday, 16 April 2016 13:34

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Todo monitor na ngayon ang militar sa Western Mindanao para alamin kung saan
dinala ng mga kidnapper na hinihinalang mga kasapi pa rin ng Abu Sayyaf group (ASG) ang apat na mga
Indonesian crew na panibagong dinukot kagabi malapit sa karagatan ng Pondo Sibugal sa isla ng
Sitangkai, ialawigan ng Tawi-Tawi. '

Isa rin ang napaulat na sugatan matapos mabaril ng mga suspek na ngayon ay nasa ospital sa Sabah.

Kung ibabase ang report mula kay Major Filemon Tan ang tagapagsalitan ng Western Mindanao
Command (WestMinCom), inihayag nito na mga Malaysian national ang mga dinukot na foreign crew pero
lumalabas naman sa international news na mga Indanonesians ang mga Ho.

Hindi rin nito kinumpirma ang report nang pamamaril sa isa sa mga foreign crew.

Nabatid na dakong alas-6:30 kagabi habang sakay ng isang tugboat na may pangalang Henry ang nasa
10 Indonesians at pabalik na sana sa Banjarmasin sa South Kalimantan, indonesia mula sa bansa nang

umatake ang nasa lima hanggang pitong mga armadong kalalakihan.
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Lumaban umano ang isang hindi nakilalang crew kaya binaril siya ng mga suspek na maluba nitong
ikinasugat.

Apat lamang ang kanilang nadala habang nakaligtas naman ang lima pang ibang foreign crew.

Tumakas umano ang mga armado kasama ang apat nilang bihag sakay ng speedboat papunta sa hindi
pa malamang direksyon.

“They were abducted by a group of 5 to 7 amred men. The group was using gray ang biue speed boat,”
pahayag ni Tan.

Na-rescue ang limang nakaliglas kasama ang sugatan nilang kasamahan ng Malaysian authority nang
makapasok na ang mga ito sa Malaysian boarder,

Ang pangyayari kagabi ay pangationg insidente na nang pagdukot sa mga Malaysain at Indonesian crew
simula lamang nitong nakaraang buwan na isinasangkot ang grupo ng Abu Sayyaf.

vwww . philstar.com
US defense chief visits aircraft carrier in South China Sea
By _plita . Baid iated U il 16, 2016 - 8:43

An FA-18 jet fighter takes off on the USS John C. Stennis, aircraft cartier in the South China Sea on Friday, Aprit 15, 2016,
U 8. Defense Secretary Ash Carter visited the aireraft carrier during a trip o the region. AP/Lolita C. Baldor

ABOARD THE USS JOHN C. STENNIS — For the second time in five months, Defense Secretary Ash
Carter landed aboard a U.S. aircraft carrier in the bitterly contested South China Sea, sending a deliberate

message to China on American power in the region.

With a key Asia Pacific ally at his side, Carter's visit aboard the USS John C. Stennis underscores
persistent compiaints from the U.S. and its allies in the region about China's military build-up in the South
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China Sea. Beiiing has been creating man-made islands, and equipping many with runways, fighter
aircraft and other weapons.

Carter stood alongside Philippine Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin as they watched U.S. Navy fighter
jets launch into the vivid blue skies, about 70 nautical miles west of the island of Luzon.

Later in the massive gray ship's hangar bay, Carter said his message in making the trip is that the United
States "intends to continue to play a role in keeping peace and stability in this region.”

He said the only reason America's presence in the region comes up as an issue is because of China’s
behavior over the last year— and "that's a question of Chinese behavior.”

"What's new is not an American carrier in this region. What's new is the context of tension which exists,
which we want 1o reduce,” he said.

Rear Adm. Ronald Boxall, the commander of Carrier Strike Group 3, told reporters that the Stennis and
the ships in the carrier's strike group "regularly have a (Chinese) ship or two operating with us or near us.

So far, he said, the Chinese vessels have been operating very professionally. "We've been very pleased
with the interactions we've had,” he said. "They are operating where they think they shouid, we're
operating where we think we should. They generally have professional discussions over the bridge about

where we gre.”

Under a blazing sun, as the heat index pushed past 100 degress, Carter landed on the Stennis in a
Marine V-22 Osprey helicopter. He spent about two hours on the ship, watching a number of fighters
shoot into the sky off the flight deck, do circles around the Stennis and then land again, roaring to a stop

as their tailhook caught the arresting wire.

He later spoke to several hundred sailors in the hangar bay, including one who asked why the U S allows
China to participate in the large annual military exercise in the Asia Pacific. Carter said the U.S. wants to
work together with China, and added that Beijing should not isolate itself.

The U.S. insists that the increasing American presence in the South China Sea and the broader Asia
Pacific is meant to show support for allies and is not aimed at any one nation.

But the U.S. military presence also reinforces Carter's assertion that America will continue to fly and sail
throughout the region, despite China's claims of sovereignty over the vast South China Sea.

China's Foreign Ministry aiready issued a statement criticizing increased U.S. military support for the
Philippines, saying Thursday that, "military exchanges by refevant countries should not target third parties,
much less support a few countries in challenging China's sovereignty and security. inciting regional

contradictions and sabotaging regional peace and stability "

And on Friday, Foreign Ministry spokesman |_u Kang said that, "Before the U.S. returned to the Asia
Pacific region, relevant countries had sought to control the disputes and handle the conflicts through
friendly negotiations, despite the disputes having existed for over four decades.”
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He told reporters during a press conference that if the U.S. wants a peaceful solution to disputes, "I hope it
can practice what it has preached, and that their actions can really help to peacefully solve the disputes.”

The Philippines is one of several countries that have overlapping land claims with China. The U.S. has
said it does not take a position on the claims, but wants them settied legally.

But Carter's visit to the Philippines this week, and Gazmin's presence on the carrier sent a more pointed
message of solidarity.

The visit to the Stennis comes a day after Carter announced new military aid fo Philippines that spurred
protests from China.

This will be the second time that Carter has flown onto a carrier while it is embarked in the South China
Sea. Last November, he was on the USS Theodore Roosevelt as it sailed northwest of Borneo.

That visit came just as week after a U.S. Navy destroyer, the USS Lassen, challenged China's claim to a
12-mile territorial limit around Subi Reef in the Spratly Islands, about 150 miles to 200 miles from where

the Theodore Roosevelt was sailing Thursday.

Earlier in the day on Friday, Carter spoke at the closing ceremony for a joint U.S.-Philippines combat
exercise called Balikatan or shoulder-to-shoulder.

He said the U.S. "will continue to stand up for our safety and freedoms” and those of America's friends
and aliies. And he said the U.S. is committed to insuring that the Asia Pacific remains a region where

every can rise and prosper.

www.inquirer.net

LOOK: US and PH defense chiefs visit South China Sea
By Frances fanoosing

mFifangosingiNG
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12:66 PM Aprit 16th, 2016
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US Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter on Friday visited a US carrier in the South China Sea, an
increasingly assertive stance in the face of China's sweeping expansion in the disputed waterway.

Carter visited the USS John Stennis with Defense Secretary \Voltaire Gazmin and Armed Forces chief
Gen. Hernando Iriberri. The US carrier was sailing within the exclusive economic zone of the Philippine

claims in the West Philippine Sea.

They also rode a helicopter, and hovered at the gas-rich Recto Zank {Reed Bank), which is claimed by
China despite being within the Phitippines’ 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone,

The US Secretary of Defense was in the Philippines to observe the Balikatan, the joint exercise involving
troops of the US and the Philippines.

in his message, Carter said it was “standing up” for the Philippines and other countries affected by China's

aggressiveness in the disputed waters.

Philippine Secretary of Rotense Voltaire Gazmin and UE Secrefary of Defense Asnton Carter
‘ f

} H
aboard the USS Johr Stennis. PHOTO FROWM THE PHILIPPIKE DEFARTMENT OF DEFERSE

sChina’s actions are causing anxiety and raising tensions. In response, countries in the Asia Pacific that
are long standing allies and new pariners are reaching out to the US 10 uphold the rules and principles
that would allow the region {o thrive, and we are answering that cali, we are standing with these couniries,

we are standing up for those rules and principles,” he said.

He also thanked the troops and sailors for their active participation in the PH-US Balikatan exercises and
emphasized their importance in the region.

The visiting officials also witnessed flight deck operations aboard the US carrier.
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Defense officials of the Philippines and the United States walch the operations at the USS John
Stennis. FHOTO FROM THE PHILIPPINE DEPARTMERT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE

Gazmin also thanked the froops for taking part in the Balikatan: “This is a clear exemplification of ‘honor,
courage, commitment,’ the core values of the US Navy.

“wNe are also as ever reliant on the strong bond of sympathy and mutual ideals shared by our two peoples,
close friends and allies, to fight side-by-sude against the threats of external aggression as we did in the

past,” he added.

The officials aiso visited the Antonio Air Base in Palawan, one of the agreed base locations under the
- Enhariced Defense Cooperation Agreement. IDL

WWW.rappler.com

PH to China: No US militarization of West PH Sea

Malacafiang also says that the 'highly uncontroversial PH-US joint military exercises are ‘meant to ensure

that prosperity is continuous under a regime of stability through the participation of all countries’

Michaei Buezsg

@mikebueza
published 7:07 PM, April 18, 20616

Updated 7:08 PM, April 18, 2016
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hearers from the Philippine and the US awal rance of colors during the opening caremcnies for the
annual RP-US Batikatan at the AFP-COC inside Camp Aguinaido in Quezon City on April 4. 2016, Ben
Nabong/Rappler

NANILA, Philippines ~ The Philippines on Saturday, April 16, defended the United States from China’s
allegations that the superpower is militarizing the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea) through its

presence in the disputed area.
run radio dzRB, Undersecretary Manue! Quezon |, head of the Presidential

d Strategic Planning Office, said this was not the objective of the PH-US
fense Secretary Ashton Carter, which ended on

in an interview with state-
Communications Development an
joint military exercises observed by no less than US De

Friday.

"We believe that the People's Republic of China, through its statements, misunderstands or perhaps does
not properly appreciate the purpose of our activities with the United States,” Quezon said.

He refterated the position of the Philippines.that the activities "are o ensure freedom of navigation in the
~_region which benefits all nations because it allows the free, unhampered flow of trade which is to alt the

benefit of all the economies of the region.”

“These are peaceful and highly uncontroversial exercises meant to ensure that prosperity is continuous
under a regime of stability through the participation of all countries,” Quezon added.

He also explained that there is “ng contradiction” when it comes to the recent actions of the US in the
region, especially in the West Philippine Sea. At the end of the Balikatan exercises, Cena visiied aUS

warship in the disputed sea.

On Friday, Carter toid reporters aboard the USS John C. Stennis, a nuclear-powered carrier that can carry
about 75 planes and helicopters, that his visit 0 the warship "is & message {0 the region that the US
intends to continue to play a roie in keeping peace and stability in this region.”

US hand-me-downs

Quezon was also asked about criticism that the country is getting only the su perpower's miiitary hiand-me-
downs.

At Rappler's second senatorial debate on Friday, former Akbayan party list representative and senatorial
bet Walden Bello pointed out that the US has given the Philippines its old defense equipment.
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Quezon explained that the Hamilton-class cutters given by US 1o the Philippines is “already a generation
or more advanced than what we used to have," despite it being a late 1960s ship.

He later dismissed a comment that these ships are already “like scrap,” saying that “there are other
nations that have also taken on the Hamilton-class cutter.”

But, he argued that Philippines forces should be trained on how to use these first before taking on more
modern weaponry.

"Kailangan masanay tayo sg hindi na 'vung mga antigong mga engine, for example, kung 'di mga mas
modemong engine at mga mas modernong teknolohiya. Pag nasanay na tayo at bihasa na tayo doon,
puwede naman iayo mag-invest sa mga pinaka-modemong bagay,” Quezon said.

(We need to be trained not to use ships with old engines, for exampie, but those with more modern
engines and more modern technology. Once we learn how to use it, we could then invest in the most

modern equipment.)

He added that this move suits the country’s needs because it helps in efforts fo beef up the capacity of the
Armed Forces and the Coast Guard while being prudent in spending public funds.

“Hindi naman tayo puwedeng maluho sa paggastos at marami ding mga bagay na kailangan bigyan ng
atensyon katulad ng mga serbisyo para sa afing mga kababayan, 'he said.

(We can't be to0 extravagant in spending, and there are things that we need to atiend to more, like various
services for our countrymen B

“| think kung susurin namarn natin talaga ang mge kilos na jto at ang mga ongoing projects with our
foreign allies, it shows na steady naman af may sense ang ginagawa natin," he added.

{| think that when we examine these actions and the ongoing projects with our foreign aflies, it shows that
[our alliance} is steady at what we do makes éense.) - Rappler.com _

www.inguirer.net :
US defense chief visits US warship in South China Sea
By: Julle M. Aurgiio

@inguirerdoinet

Ehiffopine Daily Incuirer
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Linited States Secretary of Defense Ashion Carter sg&a&s guring the closing ceremony of
Balikatan 2016 at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City. RICRARD A, REVES

US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter visited a warship close to flash-point waters of the South China Sea
on Friday in a show of American commitment to maintaining stability in the hotly contested waterway amid

China’s increasingly aggressive behavior in the region.

“It is a message to the region that the US intends to continue to play a role in keeping peace and stability
in this region,” Carter told reporters aboard the USS John C. Stennis, a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier

that can carry about 75 planes and helicopter.

Carter took a short flight on a Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey military aircraft to the aircraft carrier from Palawan.
Palawan is the closest Philippine landmass to the Spratly archipelago, where China has constructed
artificial istands on seven reefs and built airstrips on some of them that could be used by military aircraft to

assert its claim to almost all of the résource-rich South China Sea.

Carter was accompanied by Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin, Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of
Staff Gen. Hernando Iriberri and Defense Undersecretary Emmanuel Bautista.

From the closing ceremony for the annual Balikatan (shoulder-to-shoulder) joint exercises between the US
and the Philippine armies at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City, Carter and the Filipino defense officials rode
to Villamor Air Base in Pasay City, where a Boeing C-17 Globemaster aircraft flew them to Palawan.

Philippine and American officials would not disclose exactly where the Stennis was saifing on Friday.

A US official traveling with Carter told Agence France-Presse (AFP) the Stennis was in Philippine-claimed
waters.

During his time aboard the Stennis, Carter saw the faunching and landing of F/A 18 “Hornet” fighter jets.
Rear Adm. Ron Boxall, commander of the carrier group with responsibility for the Stennis, said one or two
Chinese vessels had been following the carrier but there had been no tensions.

“They have been operating very professionally,” Boxall said.
“The Stennis has sailed in these waters many times before, not just here in the South China Sea but all
around the vast Asia-Pacific [region], six times in the last several years,” Carter said.
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From the aircraft carrier, Carter and the Philippine defense officials flew back to Manila in the
afternoon. With a report from AFP
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