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' ":By Dj Yap, Chnstme 0 Avendano, Nma P Calie]a ami NICO Alconaba

rage among his rivals.:

“The " furor over. his .remarks

'-j-prompted Duterte, the on__run
“het in-the presxden :
say sorry forhis gutter. language

7 “That's gutter language: Thatis: .
"_-how inen speak,” he told reporters.. -2
i Davao City yesterday. ‘Iamsorg. 1

1y that others were offended”

“ Thetape of awoman “isnota’
'-Jokmg matter; this s barbanty, _:'; i
‘said  Liberal ~Party (LP) ' stan-

_ j_-daxd -bearer, Mat ‘Roxas; wl
‘has.. frequently tangi_

‘Duterte over the mayor's ‘sexist: POE
‘remarks in-the: course of the E

electlon season.

. “Women have nghfs they are' ekt
the former:- -

not playthings,”
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sval’s remarks ‘i the

~weekend.

_ dates—~—V1ce President Jejomar -
_ - Binay and Sen Grace. Poemals' :
* expressed outrage over the 't

A VIDEO CLIP of Davao C1ty Mayor Rodngo }_1-.
Duterte making a joke about an Australian lay

missionary who was raped. durmg 21989 hostage
' crisis: in his ‘city has snned out: L

ol DUTERTES A2
' - 1y, ‘appeared to: be

* cell, when' one:of

From page Al Bxble service in - the' pnson '
‘according to news reports. - X
The. two»day ‘hostage drama
__ended after, goverriment: forces

stormed the prison cell; kﬁhng'_
“all 15 hostage-takers. ‘Hamili,
whose ‘neck: was- slashed and'
four other hostages died. '

which began circulating online,
- quickly: turmng Wrai over. the 5

- Twa, other pres1dennal. candl— -

'lke beautlful actress
“All the- women there were'
Vcaltmg’ and: “dlstasteﬁil” :the.

onstage during ac

the August 1989 h

_descnbed:
plyrevolting. and calious
You are a crazy. mamac Wh(

-“The inmates, a ‘doest’t” Tespect “women " af
their ‘guards” weapons, seized =~ doesn't deserve to be Presi
‘Hamill and 14 other -church -dent” said the Vice President
worlkers .who - were holding a ~who bad been urging peobl

Australian’ - la
Jacqueline “Hami
raped by thei mma
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“Rape a serious crime, Gozbmem pomts out

By Karlos Manluplg
Mindanao Bureau T

| group,. Gabriela, cried foul
over the recent reported rape

- drigo Duterte,.a. preszdentlal
“candidate,’

 tional vice chair Gert Libang.

culatmg ‘. online-

Jjoke of Davao City Mayor Ro-

7 “Rape is'a serious ctime ot
*just against women bt against.
z humamt:y,” saidl ‘Gabriela' na-""j

A spliced:video started: iR
_ showing
*-Du_terte; .:sh'a_'x_'ing a story_ alj(}_ut--"=:___ The

A hostage~takmg mcu:’lent ina
- Davao City jail where a female

-raped and killed.

Duterte reportediy Joked“
about someone being first in -
-raping the Austrahan mission- -

postin the Jand,” beang said.’

-Duterte to munedxatel make & :
“public apology for his statement. .

oo Australian lay --worker was -
_DAVAO CTI‘YwThe women’s

Joke --espemaﬂy by a puiﬂm of-‘ T
. ficial ‘and ‘most: especially by use his campaign'to promote .
those. aspiring’ for the highest. -
: _condition of women and thelr-
abnela ofﬁuai utged'_

- “Mayor; Rodrigo’ Duterte--_;
should 1mmed1ately apologize.
for his statéments makmg fun.
of rape,” Lzbang said.

- Gabriela. . chall nged

“We- also chaﬂenge' him.
issues that will - elevate the

famﬂies Lﬁ)ang said.

not to vote for Duterte f{)r"ﬁ'

kﬂlmg innocent people.

- For her part, Poe- sald. éhe'-_.

-took offense “at Duterte’s ‘re-

.and: ‘unacceptable; andireflects
+his’ disrespect forwomen. e

i “No one, whoever she is’ aﬂd;}_::_
whatever her locks may be, de- "

serves to be raped and abused.

Rape'is 4 trime and no laughing -

matter.:We:should -all ‘be out--

raged ‘at’abuses -dgainst wom- -

en,” shesaidin a statement.

'-1'_unﬁt the tough talksng mayor Was :
" to be thie country’s President. -

'LP. vice : presidetitial - c:andl- :
" date Leni Robredo said she'was’

marks, calling these “distasteful fi-'appaﬂed by Dutez‘ces remarks

gles agamstv;olence G
. “Itiis pot: right to make | }okes g
“abont rape,” said Robredo, a moth-

er of three datighters and widow of
- Intetior Secretary” Jesse Robredo.
““We' shiall 'set ' bad. exatnpie to the
o yotithy. if we. poke:fun at a aime

‘that'sashet .

2“While ‘some: Thay - seem im-* th

: presseci with the fhayor’s fioncha
‘Jance - and tough-talking stance,

tiies, women, fnen and the LGBT:

‘altke should be ‘treated with d;g,

nity and respect,” she added.”

Unfit for President

"~ ¢is BEseuidero, said Duterte’s state- -+

Roxas said the joke showed how

. "plnng obe the couhtry’s leader :
he shoutld be reminded that at all

had:no’ busmess making: jokes

‘aboutrape. “Public servants need .
‘to setan example to the people.”

Poe’s running mate, Sen, Frar:

ments shoul'd be denounced.

“His frequent use of-women, -

- killing™of Hamill, A

“Indéed; he Has conﬁrmed by-;::-
word and deed why those who':
oppose his candidacy have ex-

. regardless of then* mrcumstance :
‘as subjéct or object of his: Jokes-_'
during his pres1dentla1 sorties 15
foul "and’ offensive, to say the -

“least Itis a dlstasteﬁﬂ attempt tci

R trmahzed” “the -

.-

- 'pressed utmost concern about
. the lack of fitness for the presi-.

dency, _ _Cloloma sald

After saymg sorry for his lan— .

-j'guage -Duteite repeated to re<
- porters what he told the-crowd at
|- the:Amoranto Sports Complex in
: :;:Quezon Gity on April 12: “Oh, this

e s very: beauuﬁll, who looked y
like & actress. Son of abitch; they -

_did it to her ‘The mayor. shoxﬂd'

vebeenﬁrst Kill themall ™
He said it was: tot:a ;Oke
henthe said-it. “Donot-make

‘e apologize - for. something
:which Idid: It's a matter.of hon-
“orlsaiditin the heat of anget.”,
Although hewould not apol-
“ogize to-anyone in: particular,
- “Duterte said he was sorry to thej

'thpmo people- {Ifs my-style,

s my mouth I said At m the
. heatof anger.”

~ Bt listen.; to: the story behmd

_'11: hesald o

taking of three. forelgn mission:

' aries inside the jail in Davao

pro-: '.}Metrodlscom headquarters in
tact and respect the’ digmty of

- women and other genders. We
do'not want thr- Phxhppmes to -

1989
<. The ‘main. suspect Fedeﬁco'

:;Pugoy had earlier held ‘a:bus
jsand Was convinced by Duterte

:the. hostages iniex-.
the mayor: himself
- Duterte said he was the one

2‘who ordered the hostage~takers
' killed and as 4 resultwas inves-
_f.._'ngated by a congressional com-
Umittesl

" With a report from

_1-'Nestor Cbrrales Inguirer.Net

"o view the video chp, go to

~http:/bitly/1] VaEOgU
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Officer in Ba:'SﬂanldaSh ﬁémed Army
elite force chief

. A military officer who was
once relieved from his post
over the bleody Al Barka
encounter in 2011 has been
named commander of an elite
Army unit.

- Col. Alexander Macario,
chief of the Special Operations
Task Force Basilan during the
‘Al Barka incident, was ap-

pointed commander of the
Army’s Light Reaction Regi-
ment.

Army assistant chief of staff
for civil-military operations
Col. Arnulfo Burgos Jr. said
Macario would assume his
new post on April 26,

Macario would succeed
Brig. Gen. Danilo Pamonag,

ka town on Oct. 18; 2011.

Macario was relieved from
his post by then Army chief
Arturo Ortiz s0 he could face
the investigation on the lapses
committed during the en-
counter.

-Macaric.and three other

Specmi Forces officers were
charged with viclation of the

By ALEXIS ROMERO . .

-Who was. de51gnated as:chief
of the Special Operahons Com—

mand last week.

“Colonel Macatio 15 a Well- -

decorated combat officer

whose vast expetiences lead- -
ing people in the field coupled
with his effective Jeadership -
qualities have further honed -

Articles of War 96 conduct

unbecoming -an-officer and
gentleman; 97, conduct preju-

dicial to good order and mili~

tary discipline; and 84, willful
or neglect loss, damage or
wrongful disposition. .

and. prepared him to assume

- higher:command positions,”
Burgos said.

Nineteen. soldlers were

Kkilled and 14 others wounded

during af encounter with

“Moro Islamic Liberation Front

gumnen at Sitio Baisung, Ba-

rangay Cambug’in Al Bar-

“Acmilitary: court cieé.red; -

Macario of the Charges in2012
for lack of evidence. .
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Colonel tried for Al-Barka deaths
is new chief of elite Army unit

BY VICYOR REYES

A SENIOR Armyy officer who was tried but

cleared by a court martial for the bungled
operation against the Abu Sayyaf and rogue

been named new commander of the elite
Light Reaction Regiment.

The Basilan incident left 19 soldiers dead.

Col. Alexander Macario is set to assume
as new commander of the US-trained and
equipped LRR tentatively on April 26,
said Col. Arpulfo Marcelo Burgos, Army
assistant chief of staff for civil military
aperations and concurrent acting Army
spokesman. )

" Macario is 2 member of the Philippine
Military Academy Class 1985. before his
new assignment, he is commander of the
Army’s 401st Brigade based in Agusan del
Sur. He relinquished the post to Cof, Cris-
tobal Zaragosa last Friday.

i Burgos said Macario’s designation was

_--approved lstMarch 21..

" A military source said President Aquine
approved the designation of Macario as

CLRR-eommander on the recommendation

_ _-of the military leadership. .
members of the Moro Islamic Liberation ™

Front rebels in October 2011 in Basilan has

“Matdrio will succeed Brig. Gen. Danilo

. Gines Pamonag who assumed Monday last

week as the new commander of the Army’s

Special Operations Command. The LRR

is among the specialized units under the
SOCOM. _

Burgos said Macario is a “well-decorated
combat officer.”

Macario and three other military offi-
cers were relieved and subscquently tried
by a general court martial in connection
with the bungled October 2011 operation
against the Abu Sayyaf in Al Barka, Basilan.

The soldiers were out to serve arrest
warrants against a small group of Abu
Sayyaf and rogue MILF men when fighting
erupted. The enemy number later swelled
to about 400 men, outnumbering the op-
erating troops.

Page: 15?’
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~Abu suspect nabbed in Zambo

ZAMBOANGA CITY - A suspected Abu Sayyaf ] bandit S
wanted for kidnapping was arrested by government secz_im

torces at a mall in this city on Saturday. -
Johar-Jaalam was arrested at around: 2 pans: b _
military and police. 1nteil1gence agents of the Task’?Force :
ZambaSulta. .. :
- The military said Jaalam has.a standmg atrest warrant '
for kidnapping with serious illegal detention 1ssued by the
Regional Trial Court Branch 16 in this city. - :
The suspect was brought to the office of the cm
police Criminal Investigation and Detection Group: Eor
documentation. : w-. -—Roel }?areno E
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"By RICKY BAUTISTA .

. 'BASEY, Samar —Five .
Army. troopers were wound-
edinanambush by sus-
pected New People sArmy..
(NPA) guemillas in fhls town :
yesterday morning.. o

“The troopers were travel— o
ing along the highwayin "
Barangay New San Agushn '
when s

-according to 5/5gt. John
Sietvo, one of the soldsers Who :
responded tothescene . 0
- Siervo said the explosmn
“was followed by.a burst of
gunfire from the rebels who
were posmoned on both sxdes

_of thehighway. i
- The'explosion Ieft the Ve
troopers wounded, but two
of them managed to return
fire as they rushed to take
cover.
- The'fir ﬁght 1asted 30
minites. .
Siervo sa,ld the rebels :
raxded the military vehicle
and took the firearms and -
personial belongings left be~

hind by the troopers.

Page: }\‘ﬂ 2((9

- The five were identified as:: |-
Sy Sgt Luisito Abehdo an
2 F'

Silagan; T
Renato Padernal and

tain Bal__donado Th

rebels were led by'a certain’
Kumander Dulay of the NPA's |
Regional Guerrilla Unit oper-.
ating in the towns of Paranas,
Sta. Rita, Basey and Marabut.

‘Rizza Macalalad, '-th‘ :
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o Communist New. People’s Arm

j"._'('NPA rebels overran a military”
detachment iné Da,vao “City con
-"areand 7 am:

Saturday, carting: awav 19°high-
powered firearms.

. ... Capt. ‘Roda :Leongite, public’
_‘,,affatrs officer of ‘the military’s
. Eastern ‘Mindanao Command

(Eastmmcnm) sald that mure ur

- less 60 fully-armed NPA rebels .

“initially “harassed  the’ Civilian:
Arméd Auxiiary {CAA) Detachmen
1 Bitlo Quiman Anag;; Baranga

-:'“Jlnggof” of the NPA
Miiidatiao Regional bommittee

Salapawan, Paqu;bato DlSt!‘iCt ¢ B
o : with13: magazmes and:357; rmmds__:
of: ammumtmn mne M14 rlfleswzth k

The cummumst re_b §we

. attack helicopters were dispatched
ito conduct persuasion flights and

- insertion'of troops from the Alm:y g

553':"34th Infantry Battalion.:

Howevw t‘nere Waq 1o reported o

‘encounter. L
At dmund a1 Sat

inquiry was activated o ;m@stlgate

: daj;n the_ =
‘nine personnel manning the
detachment, led by a certain Corporal -
‘Sabareza managed to regroup in’.
“nearby Barangay Tapak, dne of them

Cvarious’ parts
i particularly in ‘Mindanao, after
“{héiranniversary
March 29

: : CAA Marto Man.aﬁ.t;lﬁ was wounded. -

- ‘Leoneito said that a-board of

g 'aﬁrentleﬂ m._
f the country,

Eebratmn last
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BY VICTOR REYES

NEW People’s Army rebels
overran an Army detachment
in Davao City on Saturday morn-
ing, wounding a government
militiaman and carting away 2
large cache of high-powered
firearms. :

The governmeni troops were
outnumbered, said Capt. Roda
ILeoncito, public affairs officer
of the AFP's Eastern Mindanao
Comuand.

Leoncito said the 60-man NPA
group from the Pulang Bagani

Yalinna Newspaper

Commuand 1 of the Southern
Mindanao Regional Party Com-
mittee swooped down on the
detachment in Sitio Quiman
Anao in Barangay Salapawan,
Paquibato district around 7 a.m.

The detachment was manned
by 11 militiamenanda Corporal
Sabareza of the Army’s 72nd
Infantry Battalion.

Leoncito said the rebels catt-
ed away nine M14 rifles with
45 magazines and 1,000 rounds
of ammunition, nine Garand
rifles with 110 clips and 715
counds of ammunition, an M16

rifle with 13 magazines and 375
rounds of ammmunition, and four
grenades. .

Leoncito said the Ammy’s 10th
Infantry Division bas formed 2
Board of Inguiry to Jook into the
circumstances of the debacle.
“There will be an investigation. -
on the said incident,” she said.

“It is not normal for our de-
tachments to be overrun, sowe
have to see the possible lapses
or what really transpired for
us to also arrive at an action
needed to prevent simitar inck
dents,"” she said.
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A DAVAQPCITY < Fanrdoy ang peration v
Battalion Philippine Afmy at: Divao City Police
ang umano'y pagdukot:sa station cdmmander’nig Pag

- pine National Police {PNP) sa nasaliing lung
Afg bikiima ay: si-Pol. C/lnspi Lennart
apat pang. tauhan nito;na Kagagawsn

pangungitna i Komander Jinggoy
“ Kinampismia 11 Lte CokiLuoie
rig 84th:[B, na ufid nang inafaké n
700 hg amags Kamakalawd ang @ iment.
Battdlion sa'may Goimarao, PagaiBato Disteict: D1
ng tebeldeng NPA ang’ kavipo g ga sundato. *

Ayon pa sa imbestigasyon, Isang CAFGU member at isang "sxbﬂ__yan

ang hagugatan 34 pangydyari na nisa mabuting
. Napag-alamang matapos mekatanggap’ ng balita‘ang Paquibito
PNP sa nangyating engkuwentrt s3 84th-1B at ' WPA  agad rumes-
‘ponde ang station commander kasa ing apat pang pulis na walang
oordinasyon s& kasundaluhan. T S
Pagdating’ sa” Brgy - Mapula
sasakyan ng Paquibato PNP at:
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DEEP—SEA dwers
are searching for a
military officer: de-
clared missing after
he failed to surface
following a diving

exercise -~ ‘Sunday’

morning 'in “Samal,
Davao del Norte. :

The military:has
not-named the offi-
cer as his family has
yet to be informed of
the 1nc1dent o

(Eastmmeom)

‘spokesperson;;: “said

the qiricident - hap-

‘pened .at. Arigel’s
~Cove o Talikud  Is-

land in Samal.
A jointiproﬁfiién;
cy: diving . exercise

‘was being held there
- bythe Eastmincom;
“Naval Forces ~East-
e Mindanao  and
Naval Special Oper-
-ations Umit... :

- Argroup of divers

“arrived at - around

7 a:m. and conduct-
ed exercises, but the

- victim, reportedly
-dn: - officer of - the
“Philippine - Army,
failed to surface af-

terthelastone, -+

- Balagtey . said
deep-sea divers and
search- teams - from

the Philippine Coast
-Guard, ‘Naval .Spe-
“cial Operations Unit

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFA and " Naval ' Forces

Army Core Purpt immediately .
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_ Army officer goes missing
in Davao Norte diving exer Ise |

_.-By Marw J. I\ﬂal[ars

.A- mxhtary-dlver went raissing’
-during a diving exercise in Davao .
del:Norte on Saturday,-belated *
report from the Bastern Mindanao
-Command (Eastmmcom) satd-j

_yesterdav

Mgy Bara Balagtey, spokesman”
fot' Bastmincom, said that the-
Bastmincom  immediately’

activated an incident management
team-to oversee the ongoing
.search and rescue operation.

‘Balagtey did not identify the-
fiissing diver but said the military-
pérsonne! was a partieipant in the:

Jjoint proficiency diving exerciges

By divers from the Naval Forees -

'_ . Easfem'Mmda.nao

:'Angel’s Civeon Talikod 1
- declared mlssmg at.around
i Baturddy
; elements of the P'hlhppme Coas -

“the isearch-and: reecue i HE fhe :
- wabér while o .

Theé inc¢idefit: happened at'--.

Davao del Norte
‘Balagtey sald:th dx

Accerdzng 0 Balagte

Guard, Naval $pecial Operations -
Unit-were dispatched to conctuct_.

AR Force Sealch and rest‘u E
Grouplaunched aérial search e
- Balagtey said. that'the senich’
and rescis operdtionsarefocused:
alorig the shorelines of: ’I‘alikod'
Island :md Davao del Sur area S

OFFIGE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.artiy2012@gniail.com = Tel no. (02) 8459855 Local: 5286, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

1




<

TR SR g e - .
CDE g GHO-DIass Ay thals g

CTnEhne pelle

VO OF THE ARKY CHIEF Py ; 5 il
OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@umall.com - Tel o, (02) 8458555 Local: 5285, 5288

Page: f)?w

BY VICTOR REYES

AN Army major was declared miss-
ing after he failed to surface during
a proficiency diving exercise off

Talikud island in Samal Island in -

Davao el Norte last Saturday.

Divers and aircraft are conduct-
ing a search for the officer, said
Maj. Ezra Balagtey, spokesman of
the military’s Eastern Mindanao
Command, but he declined to name
the officer pending the outcome of
search efforts. -

But multiple military sources
pamed the officer as Maj. Hector
Dongail, administrative officer
of Lt. Gen. Leonardo Guerrero,

chief of the Eastern Mindanao

Command. Dongail is 2 member of
the Philippine Military Academy
Class 1999.

Balagtey said the missing officer
and other Eastmincom officers
went on the proficiency diving
exercise, a program initiated by
Guertrero, with the Naval Special
Operations Unit of the Naval Forces
Eastern Mindanao at Angel’s Cove
at around 7-a.m.

“He was declared missing 8:30
a.m. when he could not be found
during accounting,” said Balagtey.

_ Balagtey said teams from the Phii-
ippine Coast Guard, Naval Special
Operations Unit, and Naval Forces
Eastern Mindanao were immedi-

ately dispatched “to conduct water

search” after discovering the officer
was missing. Civilian divers are aiso
helping in the search. .

Balagtey said the proficiency
diving exercise was introduced by
Guertero after the latter assumed as
Fastmincom in November last year.

“He saw the need to have div-
ing proficiency, so he considered '
the program... Another abjective
(of the program) was to test new
equipment that were acquired last-
week,” Balagtey said. T

Balagtey declined to name the
military personne} who were with
the victim during the proficiency
diving exercise, saying an inquiry
is being conducted by the-East-
minicom.’ ' w
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DEEP—SEA divers continue to search for an Army :

Military Class of 1999 who was declared missing
after-he. fazled to surface during a proﬁczency
diving exercise” Saturday at a diving site in
Island. Garden City of Samal.

.The' Phxhppme ‘Coast’ Guard
has joined” in  the search
together with the Naval Specmi
Operatmns Uit 7

«Inza creport, Captam Roda-_.: B
*Leoncreo, public-affaits ‘officer
‘of thé Eastern Mindango Com-

but did not identify the officer
pending the search and infor-

CEALT8:300 a.mi Weyreceive
report ‘that one of the soldiers

mand, confirmed the incident .
mation to his immediate family.

went missing -during -the -con-- --gelsCove on Tahkud Island-

being, we decided to not divalge

yet the identity of the soldier to
-protect “his 'famﬂy,

officer, reportedly a member of the ‘Philippine -

“Leoncit

was quoted as saymg m sald Te- :

port. .

mincom and NavaI Forces East- :
ern: Mmdanao, and NAVSOU.
““Leoncito said Guerrero regu-

pan-_

: '-larly brought dwers to the piace
" But a source from the Phxhp- i :
~.pine Army told The Standard
-that the’officer was Lieutenant: ;
Colonel ; Hector - Bongcawil, a.
-memberofthe PMA' Masxkhay
Class’99. . . . - '
" Leoncito sa1d a group of ﬂffic—-j
efs went diving Wlth their com-
' _mandmg general Eastmmco

to train: :
cohe: Eastmmcom is#st1ill in-

. vestigating the.cause of the sol- -
-, dier’s failure to surface. :
.- In June 2013, the late Briga-
. dier. General: Daniel  Lucero,
“then commander of the Army’s
-Ist Infantry Dwasmn, drowned
ina dmng actlvxty at Tabak
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NPA’s reiease of captives’ video slammed

CAGAYAN DE QRO CITY.— The
Phitippine Army’s 4th Infantry Division
has slammed the New People’s Army
(NPA) for using the social media by
releasing a video footage of their
captives,

Capt, Joe Patrick A. -Martinez, -

spokesperson of the 4th Infantry
Division, said: "The NPA, now
branded as an organized crime
group, utiized the sodal media to
coerce people by releasing video
of their kidnapped police and army
personnel”

The video of the captive soldiers
and police officers, .giving their
statement, was uploaded on April
12 on YouTube.

He said the 4th Infantry Division
condemned the act, calling it as

irresponsible for there'are contant-

that are not suitabie for-general
audiences and it is lntended to sow
fear on the people.

“"Definitely, the NPAs do not
care for the effect to whoever will

see the video, We condemn these .
extortionists for their grave violation .

of Human Rights and for.creating

havoc from among the peace—lowng -.
"peopie on this side of the Country :

he added.

One of the videos reieased by the
NPA shawed PO3 Edwin Castor, and
SPO1 Warren Hansol Cofiales tefling
their family members and refatives
that they are in “good hands.”

Castor anel Cofiales were held in
an NPA roadhblock in Impasug-ong
town in Bukidnon province while
another policeman, SPO4 Rene

“Romibo;was captured in Kinogaitan;

s Misamis Onentai last Aprl 3.
Pfe. Glenn Austria and Pfc. Dwen'
*Abion: Tawide; alt:-members of the

Philippine Army, were also captured
in a.rebel checkpoint in Buenavista
town-in-Agusandel Norte, aiso on
the same-day. -5

The:two: ca;:otwes also asked
their superiors ‘in-the- Philippine
National Police (PNF) not hold rescue

_operations for their own safety.and
for their immediate release.

-Also-in the video, Castor greeted
his-wife -an “advance happy
birthday.” - :

_Earlier, the wwes of 5PO1 Oonales
and SPO4 Rombo appeared before

" a local radio station here to ask the

NPA -rebels to free their husbands
for humanitarian reasons. (Camoer
Ordofez Imam)~ :
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By ARGYLL
CYRUS B. GEDUCOS

An Air Force helicopter was
deployed for the first time this
vear to help douse the fire that
rendered 120 families homeless
on Tambunting %t., Sta. Cruz'
Manila yesterday.

No one was reported killed
or injured in the two-hour fire
that destroyed 50 houses in the
densely-populated area.

Fire trucks could not get near,
forcing firefighters to - snake
through alleys and openings

tofight the fire ‘that’ started at

11:42 a.m.

The fire reached Task Force
Alpha at 12:55 p.m. This means
that fire trucks from nearby cities
are reqguired 1o assist.

Senior Supt. Jaime Ramirez of
the: Bureau of Fire Protection said
the fire proved too difficult to
confain so they requested support

.from the Philippine Air. Force..

Sgt. Noel-Bautista of the PAF

505th Search and Rescué Group
said the helicopter made seven
passes, each pass delivering 630
liters of water from its-Bambi

Buckets. Bautista ‘said the water”

was fetched from Manila Bay. .

He said only one helicopter™
is avallable in Metro Manila,

although two more are expected
to be detivered for use. :
The BFP Manila said the fire

started in the house of -Rafraf

Rodae, a suspected drug addict.
Rodae was arrested after
withesses alleged that he burned
his own house.

A resident, who reguested
anonymity, said he had just
came home from work when

_the fire started. He overheard
--soffieone ‘seeing’ Rodae burn hss
_own House. ‘ :

- Because most of the houses were

made of combustible materials,
the fire spread quickly, reaching
the fifth alarm in a matter of

-minutes. The fire was piaced under

controlat '1:46 pari. :
Requesting a heE:copter for

- assistanice had not been this easy
-+ before; according to Réfrirez. “We'
haveto seek approval from-their

heads first before we can request

a helicopter. Now the fire marshal

can directly contact the PAF if he
thinks a chopper is needed,” said

Ly

Page.

Ramirez. ’ RRE
The BFP Manila estlmated that
P3 millior worth' of ‘properties
were “destroyed. "Most-of ‘the
~victims sought temporary refuge
in a nearby-covered court,
Meanwhile, about 1,000 families
lost their- homes in-a fire.that hit
Barangay Tanza, ‘Navotas City
yesterday, o
FO3:Junibert Mendoza, fire
investigator, said the fire that
destroyed 500 houses started at
around 11 a.m. It quickly spread
as houses made of combustlbi
: matena#s s
Mendoza sald -.the ﬁre reachec!
Task Force: ‘Alpha which- requires
fire ‘tricks from nearby citiés to
respond, at around 11:50 a.m.
He said that firemen had a hard
time gelting to the area because
of-the narrow streets. The fire
“Was' put-out: at'about 1:55 pom.

‘Nobody was kllled or, In;ureci in

- thefires

T Affected fesndents are currentiyf“' '

staying in-a public school in
‘Navotas. Mendoza said they are
-determining the cause of the
fire. (With-a. report from Jel
Santos)
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BEIJING ~ China’s South China Sea fleats

have conducted training.drills with upgraded
methods that resemble actual combat condi-
tions to increase the fleets’ combat effectiveness,
according to an article published by the PLA
Deily yesterday.

Bégun on April 7, the drills include new meth-
ods such as training within an electromagnetic
environment. Previously, the fleets have also con-

ducted all-weather drills, beyond visibility range -

training and low-altitude, high-speed exercises
to hamumer their pilots into shape, the article said.

“To think about special situations ir an even

- more complex way, to make the enetny situation
-even more dangerous, to make'the battlefield

environment even more lifelike, is an inportant-

- path in order for the navy and air force to stick

close to the demands of real combat and accel-
erate its ’cransformaﬁvepmdu'ction model for
fighting strength,” division commander Tian
Junging was quoted as saying. .. ;.o

The article did not specifically say where the

.actual drills took place in the South China Sea.

The fleets will further explore 24-hour mari-

time attack drills, minimum altitude defensive year. Its Southeast Asian neighbors including
dashes and other military tactics, the article

added.

They also’ will work it coordination with -

early aerial warnings, surface
ships and ground anti-aircraft

defense, among other branches

of the military.

China claims most of the
South China Sea, through
which more than $5 trillion
in global trade passes every
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Brunei, Malaysta, the Philippines and Vietnam,
also.claim.part of the sea, as does Taiwan.: ...
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inessisnWorks “ After the two nations agreed to The Phﬂippmes andUmted States :
ing cioseiy with’ the United = conduct joinit maritime patrols in - : earher agreed to onduct. mnre_;o{nt e

States to preserve inter-. ‘the disputed terrltory Presidential -
: national law, freedom of  Communications Operatlons Sec- - “pine Se the ag o
nawgaf:mn and overﬂlght m the West__ “retary Herminio: Coloma Jr. said - ;;;r:tomal clazms by Chma in:the: area

':.3the ineréased defense ‘cooperation
-aims {6 address “common: security -
-'_concerns and ensure t‘ne rule of Iaw :
-prevail§in the region:: ©: 0 o0
' *The freedom of. nawgatmﬁ _'nd ‘

i_rfipmclples bemg upheld by the-Pth-
. ippines and.the Umted States Any._-

" concerniis. strengthemngr :
. infrastructure in the region,” Coloma_. :
Csaid in F1hpm0 over gevernment i
- radio: -
S “We are upholdmg the mterna-fi :
" tionial rule of law while we continue to -
strengthen the strategic relations be- -
. _'tween the two countries;” he'added
‘- 'Coloma made the rema
'.'US Defense Secretary'Ash-*Carter i
‘affirmed his country’s . readiness
to support. the Philippines. agamst'{-_- :
‘coercion’ and’ intiraidation-in the: =
region. Carter, at the closing rites'of ..
‘the annual Balikatan exercises, also .
said the United States will continveto - -
-stand upfor the safety and freedomsig_' :
. of its friends and allies.* T
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AMBOANGA CITY: Secutity forces
_captured two radical militants in =~
separate operations in Zamboanga

City in southern Phihppmes, just several
nautical miles south of Basilan province
where military forces are battling the Abu
Sayyaf, police said on Sunday. o

Police said an Abu Sayvaf fhem-
ber, Johan Jaalam, was qabbed...
on Saturday near KCC Mall,"but

details of the operation was ot

made public, although officials
said the militant is facing a strmg :
of criminal charges.

Aleader of the militant group Ra: .
jah Solaiman Movement - Melquia-
des Abrera il - was also captured on
Friday and that an automatic pistol - -
and two grenades were seized from' '

_hxm by pohcemen and solchers who
- tracked him down in-the v;liage of«
- Santa Barbara. :
“Chief }nspector Rogeho Alabata, o
regional police spokesman, con-

fimied the arrest of Abrera, a native
- ‘of Antipole City, Rizal provinee in

Luzon, He said Abrera, also known
.-as-Mikhail Abdulasis Abrers, was:
--one of the planners of the Rajah
‘Solaiman Movement, blamed for

tes-mrzsm in'the Phlhppmes

' 'whether Abrera was plannmg to':
“attack in Zamboanga or not, but..

. ‘Alabata said police launched 4 -
“follow up operation here. Abrer.
is currently being mte:rrogated by___.

- the police: :

g founded: by Abmed.Santos, a.
- Christiati who converted to Islam, |

“in the Philippines and is- workmg _
'wuh the Abu Sayyaf group.

“ignated Santos and
séenior- members:
~'Solaiman Movement

: _'._'-Deslgnated Global Te;romsts "

1mphcated m ransom kldnappmgs

- attacks

lt was flot 1mmed1ate1y krlown - ombmgs and deadly -
«civilian targets, includ-
ing the Februaty 2005 Valenfine's
Day bombings that left dozens
of civilians dead and injured; the
August 2005 twin bombings in
- Zamboanga City, which wotnded
The Rajah Solaiman: Movemem, 26 people: the Super Ferry bomb-
- ing in February 2004 that killed -
- over 100 people, and the Febru--
- seeks toestablish an Islamicistate * ary: 2003 ‘bembing of the Awang
f.’alrport in Maguindanao,
- «~.lts members were involved in
- several plots to bornb high-profile
targets, ds well, including Manila

I June 2008, Washi

Trinidad, Pio de: Vera,-Redendo
Deilosa, Fe!:cmno de los Reyes,
Dino Amor Pareja, Ricardo Ayeras
and Reuben Lavilla -- a5 Spedially.

~recetved training, funds, and
“operational assistance from the
-Abu Sayyaf and Jernaah Islami-
“-yah, and'received finding ‘from .
private Saudi sotirces that chan-
lled funds through charitable

_m'the Philippines. i
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By Maricar Cinco _
: Inquzrer Southem Luzon

SAN PEDRO CI‘TYmPremdennal cafi- ]
didate and Davao City Mayor Rodrigs
Duterte, who has been criticized for™

“coddling and supporting” the New
" People’s Armiy (INPA), said he wasnot .

a communist but a “socialist.

“Ako, sosyalista. Hindi ako komuﬁ

nista. Kaming mga sosyalista, para

" kami sa tzo (I am a socialist, not'a -

" comrnunist. We socialists are for the

- people),” Duterte said at a cam- .
p

paign rally here on Fridaynight.
Profuising to end corruption, and

‘himself asthe country’s “last card”
“At ithe end ‘of the day,: makxta._--
L ninyo,-ako ang -huling barahd ng

- the problems of ﬂlegal drugs, cHmi-.

nality and poverty; he also descnbe

olutionary taxes” in Mindanao.

Duterte was also scored for-

“his' alleged -involvernent in’ the

“:gang of assassins said to be.

- sponsibile for the killing of small: -~ reiterat
time crirminals; inchuding minors _-j

.and }ouxhahsts mhxsmy
No explanat:on i

cialism as a lower; Stage 0

- COTDIUILS, ‘which envisions

van egahtanan or classless so
ciety and communal owner

sship of the means ‘of produc-. -
-tion,:Inasmuch as a division
-of classes may stil - exist, so-
- cialists -propose’ state~owned

: producuon enterpnses

In" his 'speech,” howeveg

Duterte said his economic pro

£ Peopie fi rst

jexpand the mlddie dass by expandmg :
: c:fedlt fot small businesses.

' He:said he would not focus on big
infrastricture - progects bu‘c begin

- with basic social services.
'chpmo (You'll see, T am the Fﬂ--
‘ipinos”last card),” he said. R
_ Duterte was apparently respond- -
ing to criticism by rival candidate Mar
Roxas of the Liberal Party who'as-~
. sailed the Davao mayor for “coddling -
-and -supporting” NPA- rebels, "who
forms the armed wing of the Commua-
nist Party of the Philippines, by giving -
‘i to the insurgeits’ dermand for “rev-

- “Wala ‘miund. akong bndge (We

- won't_have bridges. in: the mean-

time),” Duterté said, adding that

' government infrastructure prcg ects
‘were a source of c:orruptmn

“Tao triunct ha (Let’s pnonnze people .
ﬁrst OK}'-"” he said; drawing cheers

. from acrowd of around 30,000; -

: Should he be- elected, Duterte

said his admlmstranon ‘would glve
-“each"regmn P1 billion to be used
- Davag Death Sauad; 4 shadowy

onsumption” bt as'start-
or. small busmesses He

o _-sala es. af_rank afid-file: pohce per--
sonnel,:- hichi®is" currently around

Duterte did not explain the
difference between a commu- .,
tiist and a:gocialist. Pohtxcal--'._

sl nitin (our hope} is to

< raise the middle class,” Duterte said.

Dt e"".-who served as Davao City
mayor for 22 years, said his programs
would not be “grandiose, (but) Iwill

~try tobuild a strong riddle class if you
Cowanta nation that is progressive.”.

: “At the ‘end of the-day, makita
ko ang:huling - baraha ng
- (You'll ‘see, I am’ -the . Fil-
'_card) " he said. :
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¢ MBOANGA CI'}Z’Y {PNA)
The; Western Mindsnao. Com-

Tawi-Tawi Friday night. :
-This was disclosed by Westmmcom

; --'-stﬂl trymg to ascertam'.th

mand (Westmincom) hasput
ts {roopson high alert; onthe
lookout for four Indonesians who were .

abdhcted from their tugboat byheavily-
armed men on hoard a speed. boat off .

~“Henry at around 6:30" P

: _be claiming to be members of the Abu’
. Bayyaf Group (ASG) to throw nff mﬂ
~.4dry pursuers.” :
spokesperson Maj: Filemon Tan Jr who
also told reporters that the military was -

gmu -

hie abductorsiwho a

seawaters near Potido Szbugal, Sitén
;'kai TawiTawi. -

“He said the éttackers might ]u

Tughoat Henry had a érew o .lﬁ
~whenit was assaultedbytheparates s : ': votndex W.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -~ Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com- Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core FPurpose: Serving the people. Secur'mg the land.

ol




Armiv Vision. By 2008 & wovld elase Anpy that is a source of nalional pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF ¢cPUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army20i2@omail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

(/ Aprii 2016 Page:

Sprucmg up Soldiers and students render their services to repamt the conctete
wall surrounding the AFP Medical Center along V. Luna St.in Quezon Cityas part ofa
beautification campaign. MANNY PALMERO
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The girls of Chi(}k;
Abu Sayyaf hostages

ON THE night of April 14. 2014, hundreds of Boko Haram
fighters entered the town of Chibok in northeast Nigeria and
abducred 276 schoolgirls who were staving al the Govern-
ment Girls Secondary School compound. Thev were herded
together and loaded in trucks and lorries. Some managed to
escape by jumping from the trucks, but 219 girls were taken
awav and brought to a heavily-forested encampment. Thev
serve as staves either
for household work,

or for sex. or as
brides for the men of REVEILLE
Boko Haram.
Boko Haram (lit-
eral translation is Ranion

“Wesrern Education
is Forbidden™ is a
militant Izlamic
movement in Nigeria. Led by Abubakar Shekau, it has vowed
to destroy every Christian school in the country and o carry
out terror attacks aimed at overthrowing the government.
The establishment of an Islamic state is the long-term goal of
the movement. Last vear, Shekau formally pledged alle-
giance to the Izlamic State of Iraq and Syma.

So far. the government of Nigeria's President Muhammadu
Buhari has failed in atempts to recovar the gitls. An inteme-
tional campaian to bring attention to the kidnappings has had
limited success even with the participation of US First Lady
Micheile Obama. using the slogan “Bring Back Our Girls.” The
jatest reports indicate that about 50 of the girls were able to
escape from cantiviry,

Last week marked the second vear of the girls” abduction.
with parents and families staging protest marches to put
pressure on government authorities o continue efforts to
recover the girls.

J. Farolan

Here in the Philippines. the Abu Savvaf continues to hold
anvwhere from 20-30 hostages of various nationalities. Last
month. 10 Indonesian seamen were pulled off their fishing
hoat and taker by Ahu Savvaf elements for ransom purposes.
This was followed by the ahduction of four Malavsian sailors
who were taken off their boat. the MV Mas Five, while sailing
along the Sabah coastline. The most recent incident involved
four Indonesian seamen who were also kidnapped from
their boat off Tawi-Tawi. That makes a total of 18 foreigners
kidnapped in less than a month. Perhaps. the Abu Savyal
outlaws fezl they can get more hy kidnapping foreigners
jaihier than Nilipines.

We have nol heard much from the Philippine Navv or the
Philippine Coast Guard on what measures are being taken 1o
stop these activities.

The Abu Savvafl are still holding two Canadians. one Noi-
wegian. and a Filipino woman whom they seized from a re-
sort on Samal lsland, Davao det Sur, in Seplember last vear

There are other unidentified hostages being held for ransom —
by the Abu Sayyaf bandits. d:e

In the case of Nigeria, the abducted girls are being utilized —
far househald work. for sex purposes. or as brides. There is mg

no ransom beng demanded. In the case of the Abu Savvall It
is simply a monetary transaction. Freedom yesults from the
right price being paid.
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* Tipt-Tipo, Basilai.
- Remember the places
_in Basilan.: e :

with the bléod of our soldie

Considering. how long this problem has been with-us, it
‘appears that the government—not just under this adminis-
tration but under past administrations:as well--has failed

‘miserably to putan end to the kidnapping for ransom opera-

tions of the Abu Sayyaf. The onily instances of hiostages being
released by the Abu Sayyaf have beén when & payment of

- yansom was made. Last-Ottobel, two:Germarns ‘were freed

upon payment of P250 million. The AFP denies the so-called
“payoff” and claims that pressure from AFP units led to the

_ release. Payment of ransorn, although for a smaller amount,

led to freedom for the Gérmans. - ..

“Unforeunately, we also have paid a Stée_ia .aﬁd'Blo'q&f'priée :

 each time the AFP mounied an operation to resciie hostages
- or to capture:Abu Sayyaf leaders;. IR

iig 10 yeats. from 2007

" Let us look at the period ¢
£6 2016, it T i
= In July 2007, .14 Marines were ambushed and killed in

. Al-Barka, Basilan, while returnitig fromi a search and rescue
. fnission “aimed ‘at recovering: Italian Catholic missionary

Fr. Giancarlo Bossi. Somie of the victims were beheaded,

while others showed signs of mutilation. ~ = 7 -

_Offenisive operations were launched, with even presiden-
tial security units thrown into battle: The Army headquarters
was tempotarity moved to Zamboaniga Gity for better coordi-
nation and supervision. Nothing much happened after this

" show offoree. - -

= A few months fater, f_i{fe officers and 10 eﬁ,listéd hen be-
longing to Force Recon Class 13 of the Philippine Marines
died on a test midsion against an Abu Sayyaf base camp in

« In October 2011, 19 Special Forces troopers were mas-
sacred in ‘Al-Barkd by Abu’ Sayyaf/MILF elements. They
suffered the same fate as the Marines in 2007. .

» Last week, 18 soldiers were killed'in'an “ambush” or an
“encounter” {depending oh Whe is being interviewed} with
Abu Sayyaf elements iri thetown of TipoTipo. . -

AL Barka and Tipo-Tipo! These places have been drenchied
o Ar SRRt * . L

from the mistakes of the past? =+ w0 L
Is there something wrong with ourtraining programs? -
Is there something wrong with our telligence methods?
1s there; something -lacking’.in the -discipline -of our
soldiers? SR I
Are we deficient in otr small unit troop leadership skifls?
'{am no jungle warfare expert. But these apparent short-
comings have to be recognized and addressed. We must
also realize that no substantial transfofimation will take
place if we keep installing new commanders and keeping
them on a‘short-term basis; By the way, for some reason
not fully explained, just before the recent offensive was
launched, two key ground commanders were telieved

1 have always wanted to pose these questioris to our presi-
dential candidates duting their public debates:

» Are you in favor of a fized term of office for the AFP chief

of staff and the major sérvice commanders?
_ » How do you intend to solve the Abu Sayyaf problem?

it is time for the Iricoming political leadership to correct
an anomialous situation, What is needed in the AFE among
other things, is some degree of stability and continuity,
particutarly in critical-command -positions.- This -month,
if President Aquino holds true to:form, we shall have
another AFP chief of staff, the commander in chief’s sixth
in his six years in office.. ST

AlBarka and Tipo-Tipo=both

o lean
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§ black fiag ng. nasabing terrorist gro

[ bansa ang ISIS at nakikihalubilo sa Sayyaf. Bakal

Pahina.

&

ba teroristang ISiS?
ESA sa mga napatay 88 énkﬁwéhifb &5 Ti'p'o'-Tipo,'
Basilan noong nakaraang: linggo ‘ay ang Moroc-
can bomb maker:na.-si-eMOhammad_}:Khattab:.?S% Khat-

tab, ayon sa Armed Eorces of the Phillppines (AFP)
ay -narito sa bansa para mag-organisa ng-kidnap<g
for-ransoni groups na naka-affiliate sa isang malg- |
king teroristang grupo. Hindi naman pinangalanan
ng AFP ang teroristang grupo na kinabibifangan
nf Khattab, - e
Hindi kaya si Khattab ay miyemb’ifo'r‘ng-_in_terna-_ :
tional terrorist na Istamic State of Iraqand Syriaf
{ISiS)? Noon pang nakaraang taon ‘Napabalita na |-
nasa bansa na ang ISIS at k'inék'ajl_bng-.'n'g-_Abu‘- i

Sayyaf. May mga naglabasang. photo na kasamal|
up. An foS :f.

ng Sayyaf. ang ISIS members at j

Oub. Ang 151
ang responsible sa paghahasik ng lagim sa Paris|:
nroong Nobyembre 2015, ltinanggi naman ng AFP|
na nakapasok na sa bansaang ISIS, flang beses nal”
itong pinabulaanan ng military.

Mapupuri ang AFP sa pagkakapatay kay Khat-
tab at Ubalda Hapiion, anak ng Sayyaf leader na si
Isnilon Hapilon, subalit 18 sundalo naman ang na-
fagas sa mahabang oras na _labanan.’=Nagpatuloy
ang operasyon ng military sa Sayyaf at'sa pinaka-
latest na-update, nasa mahigit'30'}Sayyaf_'naz;ang :
napapatay. Hindi na raw iatantanan'ng_military:ang .
pagsalakay.sa mga 'bandidq.‘r:Pero-.habanga'nags'a- f
Ssagawa ng operasyon, muli na-hamang nangidnap
ng dayuhan ang Abu Sayyaf hootig Biyernes. Apat|
na Indonesian ang kinidnap, 0ttt

Sigurchin ng AFP na hindi pa nakakapasok sal’

nagkukulang ang kanilang intelligence at masya-
dong nagtitiwala. Baka wala sifang kamala ~matay{ -
na nakapasok na sa bansa ang ISIS ay wala pang|.

naaamoy. FE A
_Paigtingin naman ang Pamamaraan-kung paa-{ - Tel no. {02) 345-9555 L ocal: 5285, 5285

no - mapupulbos ang Abu Sayyaf para wala nang
kumalong sa 1SS, Huwag ihihinto ang operasyon| he land.
Sapagkat maaaring mabuyo at Mmagpalakas muliang |
Sayyaf. Ho ang naging kamalian s4i nakaraang ad-{
ministrasyon’na:hindi haging tuluy-tuloy ang pag-}
buwag sa mga salot na Sayyaf. A S
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APAT na indonesians pa ang’nabihag fg mga Abu~
Sayyaf sa karagatan sa_pagitan ng: Tawi-Tawi at :

- Babah noong Sabado.’ flang dayuhan na ang bihag -
ng Sayyaf? Bago nitong insidente, sampung faga In--
donesia at apat na taga Malaysia ang bihag ng Sayy--
af. At hindi sila masugpo sa kanilang mga krimen, -
Kaya ngayon, may masama nang epekio-sa bansa, -

Isinara na ng Malaysia ang Sabah sa pakikipag- -
kalakal sa ARMM, at naglagay ng naval blockade
para iprotesta ang pagdakip sa kanilang mygamama-
Mayan. Dahil sa aksyon ng Sayyas, maraming bu- !
hay sa Mindanao ang apektagdo. ‘Ang inaasahang
kalakalan sa pagitan ng Sabah at ARMM . ay wmigil -
na muna. Malaking dagek-lto para sa marami na-
namumuhay ng marangal. Kaya dapat tang durugin -
na ang Sayyaf. Kung pumasok ang.mga terorista sa
teritoryo ng Mafaysia, dapat durugin na rin nila. Kung
kasalukuyang may Operasyon pa ang: militar laban -
£a mga kriminal, huwag itong itigit hanggang tuluyan -
nang mawala ang Sayyaf. Panay kasamaan nalang ..

. angdaianggsupenglto
- Kallangang itukoy  ng ifitar ‘g puli; fig coast -
guard .ang problemang ita: Kung kinakailangar ang’

* tuldng ng-mga Ammérikano ‘na nandito namarn ‘para
ieng mahanap o makita ang mga bangka ng Sayyaf, .-

- gawin na. Kung miakikita lanig sana sila bago sita mabik- -
tima, 'malaking bagay na ivan, May plano ria joirit pa-
trols &ng Pilipinas at Amerika, partikular sa mga fugar
kung saan may mga itinayo nang mga isla ang China. .

. Baka pwede na rin mag-patrol sa karagatan sa pa- -
gitan ng Sulu at Sabah, para matigii na ang Sayyaf.

Nagbigay na ng taning ang ‘Sayyaf para sa bi- )

.:hag nitang Norwegian at dalawang Canadiarn:Abr-

- 25:ang tinakdang deading,: P300 milyor ang tine-
“demandarnig pantobos: May banta na kapag hindi fto

- binigay, pupugutan ang rnga bihag. Garito kaseryoso -
ang problema sa Sayyaf. Mararni ang nagtatanong
bakit hindi maubus-ubos ang Sayyaf ..~ -
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5 soldiers wounded in NPA ambush in Samar
By: RICKY J. BAUTISTA

BASEY, Samar - FIVE government soldiers were seriously injured in an ambush staged by suspected

communist New People’s Army in Barangay New San Agustin, this municipality around 8:30 a.m. today, Aprif
17, 20186.

In an interview, Ssgt. John Siervo, one of the six army responders, said the five soldiers on-board a military
vehicle while traversing the New San Agustin highway, which is more or less two kilometers away from the 87th
infaniry Battalion army detachment in Sitio Guirang, Barangay Rawis, were hit by a Jandmine laid by the enemy
along the side of the road, followed by a burst,

“After nung apat na mafalakas na landmine, ni-rush up ng NPA ang KM450 nila at kinuha ang mga naiwang
armas ng mga sundalo,” said Siervo.

Siervo added that only two of the five injured soldiers were able to manage to fire back while running to their
safety because all of them were hit by the explosive’ shrapnel.

Wounded personnel identified as SSgt. Luisito Abelido, Pfc. Danilo Silagan, Pfc. Domie Sanchez, Pfc. Renato
Padernal and Pfc. Baldonado who sustained gunshot wounds in various parts of their body were brought to a
hospital in Tacloban City for medical treatment.

The exchange of fire lasted for about 30 minutes. No reported casualty on both sides.
The bullet-riddled army vehicle was a total wrecked. Corcrete road was also partly destroyed.

Siervo said the rebels carted away the belongings of the troops, including one M18 assault rifie and k3 sub-
machine gun.

Responding troopers and policemen found at the encounter site five and empty shells of different high-powered
rifles, fragments of landmine, used claymore, blasting cables and wires.

‘Base sa mga naiwang mga bakas, mukhang kagabi pa sila nag aabang dito. At kitang-kita naman sa mga
naiwan nifa sa lugar na mayroon mga 40-50 rebelde ang nagsagawa ng ambush,” Private First Class Padios,
one the six responders said.

Around 14 rounds of unused MB0O ammunitions, water bottles, preserved food, improvised bed sheets, NPA
white head band, and other clothing were also recovered near the ambush site.

Army responders said the NPA fighters, numbering to about 40-50, were headed by Kumander Dulay of
Section Committee 2 of the Regional Guerilla Unit (RGU) of the CPP-NPA-NDF operating the Paranas-Sta-
Rita-Basey-Marabut towns.

Residents in the area, mostly children, were temporarily trapped in the area are said to be traumatized by the
close encounter they experienced by the firefight.

A foreign tourist who happened to be on his way to the famous Schoton Cave was halted and immediately
cancetlted his trip.
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Rizza Macalalad, staff of the Basey Tourism Office, said they might cancel at least 50 bookings for todays’
visitation to the town various attraction for security and safety reasons.

“Titingnan muna naming ang sitwasyon kung i-cancel or not ang mga naka-booked na guests naming
ngayon... for their safety,” she said.

Meanwhile, while the firefight is on-going between the AFP and NPA, the policemen in Basey proper put a
barricade going in and out of Municipal town hall and police station for possible attack.

“Due to our limited number of personnel, we have to secure first our station and the govermment center. We
can't back up the troops in the area,” a policernan in full battle gear said.

Lt. Col. George Domingo, commander of the 87th IB who immediately condemned the latest atrocities of the

rebels deployed hot pursuit operations against the rebels who fled immediately towards Cogon and Bulao
villages of Basey Samar.

Last week, CPP-NPA-NDF spokesman Fr. Santiago Salas, said the NPA in Eastern Visayas continued to make

strides in intensifying their guerrilla warfare amid being tagged as a priority target under the Oplan Bayanihan
of the government.

Salas informed that based on the initial report of the movement's Regional Operations Command, the NPA in

the region was able to carry out 35 military actions inflicting 137 casualties versus the government forces and
confiscated 24 low and high-powered firearms.

Text, photos and videos taken by Ricky J. Bautista

www.inquirer.net

Military man missing during proficiency dive in Davao del Norte
By: Karlos Manlupig

DAVAG CITY—A senior military official has gone missing after going on a proficiency dive in a
knowr tourist diving spot in the Island Garden City of Samal in Davao del Norte on Saturday.

Capt. Roda Leoncito, spokesperson of the military's Eastern Mindanao Command, said they
learned about the missing officer more than an hour after the command, along with the Naval
Special Operations Unit, conducted proficiency diving at the Angel's Cove in Talikod Island.

Search and rescue units were immediately deployed to find the missing official, the military
spokesperson said.
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‘As of this time, we have a team from the Philippine Coast Guard, Naval Special Operations
Unit. We also have a team from the Philippine Air Force search and rescue group doing aerial
search along the shorelines of Talikod and Davao del Sur areas,” Leoncito said.
An Incident Management Team was also activated to oversee the rescue, Leoncito added.

The military refused to release the name of the missing official as they have are still
communicating with his family,

The area between Davao City and Samal is known to have strong currents. RAM

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

%




