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Pulse: Duterte
yulis away

' Mayor widens lead
over Poe and Binay

Bﬁ Ana Roa, Inquirer Research
Christine O. Avendatic and Gil C. Cabacungan

MAQ,Cig;MayQLRodﬂgofDuterEe'fhasfincreaSed
his lead over his rivals in the presidential race, enjoy-
Ing wide margins in all socioeconomic classes and
capturing Metro Manila and Mindanao, results of a
nationwide survey conducted on April 5-10 showed,

. Duterte was ahead of his
nearest rival by 18 points in the .
upper and middle. classes, and
by an almost insurmountable
42 points in his bailiwick, Min-
danao, '

But a political scientist said a
fraction of the mayor’s support-
ers might consider another can-
didate in the wake of his joke
about an Australian missionary
who was raped in a hostage cri-
sisin 1989, o :

Seven percentage points sep-
arated Duterte from Sen. Grace
Poe, according to the Pulse Asia
survey. Duterte got a preference
rating- of 32 percent, up by 2

PULSE/A2!

2
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points from 30 percent the pre-
vious week.

The rating of Poe was un-
changed at 25 percent, while
Vice President Jejomar Binay
and administration candidate
Mar Roxas were -still tied in
third place. .

Binay got 20 percent, steady
from the previous poll, while
Roxas received 18 . percent,
down by a point. Sen. Miriam
Defensor-Santiago got 1 per-
cent. (See tables on this page.)

Pulse Asia interviewed 4,000
respondents and used a margin
of error of plus-or-minus 1.5
percentage points.

Anything but status quo '

Richard - Javad Heydarian, a
political science assistant profes-

sor at De La Salle University, said '

Duterte’s lead in the polls reflect-
ed the people’s preference, which
is anything but the status quo.

<t can also be called
grievance politics or protest
votes,” Heydarian said in 2
phone interview.

s FE
HET M

The survey, coramussioned by
ABS-CBN, was conducted be-
fore a video of Duterte joking
about the rape of a Australian
missionary circulated online.

In the video uploaded on
YouTube on Sunday but has
been taken down since, Duterte
was recalling a 1989 hostage-
taking incident in a detention
cell in Davao City that left 21
dead, including visiting lay
worker Jacqueline Hamill, who
had been raped by the inmates.

“gon of a bitch, what a waste.
[ was thinking that they raped
her and lined up. T was angry be-
cause she was raped. That's one
thing, But she was s0 beautiful.
The mayor should have been
first. What a waste,” he said,
eliciting laughs from the crowd.

In 1989, Duterte was serving
his first of seven terms as mayor
of Davao City.

Duterte’s comments drew
outrage from his rivals and the
public.
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Loyal supporters, 2nd option

Heydarian, nevertheless, ex-
pected Duterte’s “uber-loyal”
supporters to stay with the may-
or because they don’t care what
their candidate says.

But those who are not “uber-
foyal,” especially women, may
consider the second option, Poe,
the political science teacher said.

Four in 10 voters of Duterte
picked Poe as their second ¢hoice,
the Pulse Asia survey showed.. .

DUTERTE

“Poe is in a great position to
gain back the momentum. This
is still competitive but given the
limited time and the numbers,
this is Poe’s opportunity,” Hey-
darian said.

3Ms

Edmund Tayao, a political
science professor at University
of Santo Tomas, said voters’
sentiments toward Duterte’s
latest remark could go either
way considering the mayor is
one of the most unpredicrable
candidates. .

Tayao said any of the three Ms
in a political campaign-—money,
machinery and mistake—"“can
radically bring up or down the
numbers of a candidate.”

Ty D fel

el Ll R N T
e Deneblol JNLE O £1 Lt

Regions, classes

Duterte was the favored can-
didate in Mindanao (58 per-
cent}, Class ABC (37 percent),
Class D (32 percent) and Class E
(31 percent). -

In Metro Manila, the leading
candidates were Duterte, (32
.percent), Poe (32 percent) and
Binay (23 percent).

Roxas got strong support in
the Visayas with 25 percent but
Duterte is catching up with 29
percent. (See tables on this

page.)
Reachingout - -
Despire  what it -called

Duterte’s “whopping 7-percent-
age point” lead over Poe, his
camp said it. would continue to
reach out to.voteis. - :
“We need to convert and con-
vince others that the path to real

' change is through the unparal-
- leled and decisive leadership that

+
i

Mayor Duterte hasbeen providing

i us,” said Duterte’s national cam-

paign manager, Leoncio Evasco Jr

Respect results
Poe said she respected the

_swuvey resuits and that she
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President preference for the 2016 elections
Fehruary to April {in percent) -

Roxas

Candidate  Feb Mar Mar Mar  Mar29- Apr
16-27* 1-6** B-13*** 15-20"** ppr 3+++ 5-10***
Duterte 22 - 24 25 24 30 32
Poe 26 28 26 28 25 25
Binay. 24 21 22 23 20 20
Roxas 19 20 20 19 19 18
Santiago a 3 3 2 2 1

SOURCE: SOURCE: PULSE ASIA RESEARCH'S ABS-CBN PRE-ELEC TORAL NATIONAL SURVEY

"SAMPLE SIZE OF 5,200 REGISTERED VOTERS AND MARGIN OF ERROR OF + OR | 4 PERCENTAGE POINTS
**SAMPLE SIZE OF 2,600 REGISTERED VOTERS AND MARGIN OF ERROR OF + OR - 1.9 PERCENTAGE POINTS
***SAMPLE SIZE OF 4,000 REGISTERED VOTERS AND MARGIN-OF ERROR OF + OR.- | 5 PERCENTAGE PTS

Presidential preference by location, class
{April & -10, in percent) ]

LRWY CHIEF FUBL

DR Location Class
Candidate | PH Metro Restof Vis Min (ABC D F
e = - Manifa Luzon _

Duterte 32 Q0% 20 29 58 1 &7 32 03
Fog 25 32 33 21 10 18 26 24
Bmay 20 23 28 11 13 [ 17 20 22
Roxas - |18 7 13 85 16 |19 17 20
Santiago | 1 3 ——| 2 | 2 T 0

SOURCE: PULSE ASLA RESEARCH’S ABS-CBN PRE-ELECTORAL NATIONAL SURVEY

would use these in her national
campaign.

“T believe that on FElection
Day, the voters will choose a
leader who is propeople and
brilliant for the good of the
country,” Poe said.

Although its'candidates con-

tinue to lag in the surveys, the.

ruling Liberal Party (LP)} is stick-
ing with standard-bearer Roxas
and running mate Leni Robredo.

Speaker Feliciano Belmonte
Jr, LP vice chair, said there
would be no major shift in al-
liances among party members
up to the last minute.

Undaunted

Malacafiang was undaunted
by the latest voter preference
survey, saying the race for both
the presidency and vice presi-
dency remains closely fought
and highly competitive,

Binay

“We are confident that in the
run-up to Election Day, the
Daang Matuwid (Straight Path)
. coalition will continue to garner
support as cur bosses manifest
their desire for continuity of
good governance that is the ba-
sis for the attainment of inclu-

minio Coloma Jr. said.

In Marawi City where he was
campaigning, Binay shrugged
off the latest Pulse Asia survey
showing him still in third place.

Asked to comment on his

-standing in the survey, Binay

replied by telling a reporter that
the latter had accompanied him
in his sorties. “You can see (the
situation) in the field,” he said.

Asked whether he expecred
to win the most votes in Min-
danao where he was campaign-
ing for several days, Binay said
he was certain he and Marawi
City Mayor Fahad Salic, who is
running for governor of Lanao
del Sur provinee, would win in
May.

Binay's campaign spokesper-
son, Rico Quicho, said the stan-
dard-bearer of the United Na-
tionalist Alliance maintained
that the real survey was the re-
sulis of Election Day: -

He said the Binay camp
would step up campaign sorties »
because “direct campaigning
and talking to our people will
further strengthen our core
group.”

“And that will help and give
us votes for us to win the elec-
tion,” he said. With reports
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Aussie envoy

told: Shut up

By ROBERTZON RAMIREZ
and JENNIFER RENDON

With public outrage
mounting, Davao Mayor
Rodrigo Duterte has for-
mally apologized “to the
Filipino people” for his
comments on rape, prom-
ising a clean government
despite his “dirty mouth.”

His camp yesterday issued
the statement of apology be-
fore Duterte held a forum at
the Ioilo City campus of the
University of the Philippines-
Visayas and a grand rally at La
Paz-public plaza.

“I apologize to the Filipino
people for my recent remarks
in a rally. There was no inten-
tion of disrespecting our wom-
en and those who have been
victims of this horrible crime.
Sometimes my mouth can get
the better of me,” Duterte said.

D

“However, I will not apolo-

‘gize for the things I've done to
‘protect our people, especially

the weak and defenseless, from

crmme. I know what it can do to

the victims and their families,
The anguish and pain they
cause. The trauma that can’t
be erased. I have witnessed
these myself nurmerous times,”

he added. _
" Duterte and his brother

‘reportedly killed at least four

of the inmates who had held
an Australian lay missionary
hostage at. the Davao prison
in 1989,

An unapologetic Duterte
told Australian Ambassador

Amanda Gorley yesterday to

“shut up” and consider that
the rape victim had received
“instant ]uthe

“This is why I am angry. I
am angry because horrendous
things like this continue to
happen to our women and

Turn to Page 11
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children all over our land. And sadly,
government has failed to protect them,”
Duterte said in the statement.

The presidential front-runner, standard
bearer of the Partidong Demokratikong
Pilipino-Laban (PDP-Laban), alsé admitted
that he is “a man ot many flaws and contra-
dictions” but he can be an efficient leader.

- He asked the Filipino people to give

him a chance 1o be their leader.

“In spite of my dirty mouth, I'll give

you a dlean government,” he said.
- “If you will gave me the chance to lead
 this country, I promise to all of you that Fwill
protect our women, children and families
from the horrors and disorder of crime. I
will do this even if 1 lose my life, my honor
and even the presidency,” he added.

In a-video posted on YouTube, Duterte
was on stage speaking about an Australian
woman who was raped and killed in a
hostage incident in a Davao prison in 1989,

the prisoners involved in the slay of the
Australian missionary.

“I don't need you to lecture me. You
listen to me,” he added.

Duterte’s supporters
hit bishops

Officials of the Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of the Philippines (CBCP) have
also condemned Duterte’s rape joke.

" But the mayor’s supporters took to
social media to air their sentiments against
the CBCP and come to his defense.

“Those who are pretending to be saints
are more devilish in real life. Compare
this to Duterte who is sincerely serving
people without anv trace of corruption
and plunder of public fund,” Facebook
user Raul Oshiro noted in a post.

Another Facebook user called the
Catholic bishops “hypocrites.”

“The bishops should first judge them-
selves and their own ranks. Anyway,
those involved are Catholics. Tt means the
Catholic Church failed to teach what is

“Napakaganda, dopat-ang mayor ang
mauna (Very beautiful, the mayor should
be the first),” Duterte said.

. Duterte to Aussie
ervey: Shut up

Ambassador Gorely criticized Duterte,
saying “rape and murder should never be
joked about or trivialized” and “violence
against women and girls is unacceptable
anytime, anywhere.”

Duterte told the ambassador to shut up.

“Don't talk to me about fairness. You
Australians, if you can’t be fair to my
countrymen, shut up. What is your prob-
lem?” he said in the forum at UP Visayas
yesterday.

“Your missionary was defiled and
raped. What did I give you? Instant jus-
tice. They are dead, all 16 of them. You
still don't like that?” he said, referring to

far

right,” another Facebook user said.

Duterte’s spokesman Peter Lavifia called
on the mayor’s supporters to “respect ev-
eryone’s opinion,” especially those of the
elders and members of the clergy.

Duterie slams
Roxas, Binay anew

A few days after he drew flak for his
rape comment, Duterte spewed profanity
and slammed anew presidential candi-
dates Manue] Roxas IT of the Liberal Party
(LP) and Vice President Jejomar Binay of
the United Nationalist Alliance.

“l don’t understand Mar. He gotangry
with me because I ran {for president),”
Duterte said in a rally ir Bacolod City on
Monday night attended by 10,000 sup-
porters.

Duterte also hit the envelope allegedly
distributed during an LP rally,

o
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He claimed that the people in Samar
were told that they would have a million
pesos if they would vote for the admin-
istration’s president bet down to the last
senatorial candidate.

“Isn’t it like Jotto? Do you think he will
spend that big?” Duterte said.

“Boto ng Pilipinc, ginawang lotto. Anakng,
PO g™ (tﬁe vote of the Filipino people

was made a lottery. Sonof a “***). -
*Tkaw na taga rito, hindi ka na nalvya sa
Fababayan mo (you are from here, but you are
‘not ashamed). He prodaims to be cdlean,” he
~added. : _ _

" Negros Occidental is considered “Mar
country” since Roxas’ mother Judy
Araneta-Roxas is from Bago City, the
neighboring city of Bacolod. '

" He also chided Roxas for distributing

farm implements at the time of El Nifio, |

when the soil is already cracking and dry.

“1 can’t understand Mar... Why wait
for elections? They should have given that
in December, just in fime for El Nifio,”

Duterte said.

Duterte said the next president should
solve this problem because “if the dry spell
would continue to last in the next four to
six months, then we are in serious trouble.”

The next president should see to it
that there is food available and it should
be affordable.

Duterte also lambasted Binay for being
corrupt and for saying that he is the “pam-
bansang berdugo” or national executioner.

“Nandiyan ang kandidato na nagsabi
ako ay berdugo ng kriminal. Tama ka Binay.
Tkew naman eng berdugo ng kaban ng bayan
(There is a candidate who said that I am
an executioner of criminals. You are right,
Binay. But vou are the executioner of the
nation’s coffers),” Puterte said, drawing
a loud cheer from the crowd.

Duterte explained that he came to
Negros Occidental to present his plans,
but he would not force the Negrenses to

vote for him. g
“Next month, choose the leadet yo

want,” he added.

Duterte gov’t to prioritize

Mindanao

Duterte’s camp also promised to prioritize -
the economicgrowth and social development
of Mindanao if he is elected president. -

PDP-Laban president Sen. Aquilino
Pimentel III said yesterday that Duterte
would see to it that Mindanao gets a fair
share of the national income, so that it
can devote more resources to economic
development.

The senator noted that in the P3-trillion
national budget for 2016, Mindanao gets
only 14 percent, compared to 33 percent
for Metro Manila and nine percent for the
Visayas. '

This, he said, reflects the lopsided
distribution of national resources that
partly explains the persistence of poverty
in Mindanao. )

mong-the features of the economic
platform of Duterte and his runningmate
Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano is to establish
more growth centers across the country
to create jobs. They will also set up a P'1-
billion small capital fund per region to
encourage entrepreneurship.

To boost regional development, Duterte
will also move national departments out-
side the National Capital Region, with the
Department of Agriculture to be trans-
ferred to Mindanao.

A six-phase railway system straddling
the whole of Mindanao and covering ap-
proximately 2,000 kilometers will also be
established at a total cost of P78 billion.

To allow residents in the Visayas and
Mindanao to access modern health care,
Duterte will establish specialized hospi-
tals for heart, Jung, and kidney ailments
in two island groups. — With Edith Re-
galado, Danny Dangcalan
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P INO { PR IDE H Army lauds soldier-athletes

DWDL — Philippine Army's Dregor Boal Team
prought prnde 1o the country onse again as they won
e swalde duiing the 10T IDBE Ciub Crer vooric
Championships in Adelaide, South Australie heia :"
Apri -7 2016

This vears @vent marked the first timz involvernent of
fermales in the teem, whizh leg to the ieams
nartizipacion ir. the 200m anc 500m miea small
boate, in addition o competing in 200m, 5C09m, andg
2020m spen sall boats.

—

Club teams from cifferent parts of the world, incluging
the Phillippine Cozst Zuards DET. nined the
ue“n.i,-:istm. The PCGLET alss gamerec & Jolds. 7
siver ann 7 bronze in the said evenl

The FE's Dragon Ecat "ear saic fhat hefore the event thev expzrienced probr‘ems vtk S

hardships Jurng faininng, time goaefrzinie ang oot oF ToniTs DU TeRrwark, mioth a%i::r
dedicelion and (&850 1orvhal thae e daing grove Ther i el vgry begl

The SADST 12 ngnddl or e suppet of e ~osczlian Fuisinge commdnily, who aidel then with the

e TAvE,

earhie the Phllipping Ammy |

i
koo

orgEnizan on b, vAanning cher 1_)&5!.&7“,.

tneir wins in the T0ih 1DBr Yorlg \._;ldt'
N

.]T
fionor ana pride to the Philinping &mmy,” LT

"I congratuiaie all the proud mambers Army Dragon Vvariors
Crews Champun:hrp. Thie viciory mean more than bringing |
Geneie: Eduzserdo £ND ga8IC.
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Troops overrun NPA camp

" Py MIKE L. CRISMUNDD

| CAMP BANCASI, Butuan City —Mil-
itary froops overran an NPA encamp-
ment after-a fierce gun battle with about
30 heavily armed New People’s Army
(NPA; rebels last Friday afternoon at
aforested area near Sitio Kalampigat,

‘Barangay Kalabugao, in Impasug-
ong town, Bukidnon, a regional Army
spokesman yesterday said. '
«The fierce firefight lasted for about
one bour and twenty minutes. which
caused the NPA bandits to withdraw

——and scamper to different directions,

bringing along wounded comrades, as
evideneed by the bloodstain found by
the troops in their route of withdrawal,”
claimed Capt. Joe Patrick A. Martinez,
spokesman of the Army’s Northeastern
and Northern Mindanao 4th Infantry
(Diamond) Division (4th ID), ina state-
ment sent to media here yesterday.
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. Hesaid elemeﬁt'é of Eighth Infantry
Battalion (8th IB) were also able to
recoverinside the NPA camp an impro-

vised explosive device TED), live am--
‘mumnitions for AK-47 and M1i6 Armalite

rifles, five back packs and subversive

documents. )
The seized NPA camp belonged to
guerrilla-Front Committee 4-B of the

-CPP-NPA North Central Mindanao

Regional Committee (NCMRO), the 4th
ID spokesperson said.

“The heavy gunbattle started at
4:30 p.m. on Friday, and lasted for
about one hour and 20 minutes before

-they (NPAS) abandoned their camp,”

he said. j _
The 8th IB has intensified its secu-

rity operations to rescue SP0O1 Warren
Conales and PO3 Edwin Castro who
were abducted by the insurgents from
an NPA checkpoirit set up at & portion
of Sayre Highway in Barangay Capitan

9

Pasge: {,. (Q

in Bukidnon

Bayong of Impasugong towl, Bukidnon

“last April 3, Martinez said.

. Responding to a report from the
lumad (native) community in Sitie

* Kalampigan, troops of the 8th IB pro-
ceeded to the area where the highland

villagers $aw the armed group who
allegedly had with them two persons,
beiieved to be the abducted policemen
who were also seen hog tied, he said.

«The rebels, however, fired upon
the troops, as they approached the area
that caused the start of gun battle,”
Martinez added.

No soldier was hurt during the clash,

while it was believed thatthe NPAhad
several casualties as reported by the ku-

mads residing in nearby communities. '
* In his statement, Lt. Col. Lennon '
G.Babilonia, commander of the 8th IB,
condemned the NPA leaders for deny:
ing their wounded comrades proper

‘medical care.
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Soldier, CAFGU killed
n pursuit opsvs cop abductors
in Davao City

£, ALEXANDER D. LOPEZ

:

T‘- . AVAQ CITY - A govern-
ment trooper and a member

. of Citizens Armed Forces
“let” Geographical Unit (CAFGU)
were killed, while two other soldiers
were wounded during the continuing
pursuit operations conducted Mon-
day by the 84th Infantry Battalion in
Paquibate District here against a group
of New People’s Army (NPA) rebels
holding five policemen hostage. _

On-Monday-April 18 in Sitio Banban,
Barangay Lumiad, Paquibato District .
here against a group of communists
New People’s Army (NPA) who were
responsible to the attack of an army
detachment and the abduection of five
members of the Philippine National
Police (PNP?} last Saturday, April 16 in
the same district.

Tenth Infantry (Agila) Division chlef
information officer Captain Rhyan
Batchar reported that the first encoun-
ter on Monday occurred at around 8
a.m. in Sitio Banban, Barangay Lumi-
padwhen the pursuing 84th IB troopers
engaged an undetermined number of
NPA rébels in the area.

A soldier and a CAFGU member
were kilied in this initial encounter
while two other soldiers were wounded,
Batchar said,

The jdentities of those killed and
of the wounded were temporarily kept
as of press time until their respective
families have been notified, Batchar
added. !

The soldiers were able to recover an O
M-16 Armalite rifle, and an unidentified
- ~ male NPA memberwas alsokilled dur- - .. r2 s.z.0858 0 5cal 5253 5288
TERISE JF THE ARIMY SHIEF PUEC wFFARE  ing the encounter, he said. "
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The second encounter hetween the
same government troopers and the
rebels took place at about four hours
later. No casualfy was reported in this
gldrmish. _

The wounded have been airlifted to
Camp Panacan Station Hospital.

No one was hurt in said second

' armed confrontation while the wounded

soldiers during the first confrontation
were immediately airlifted to Camp
Panacan Station Hospital here for medi-
cal treatment. o

The soldiers were pursuing rebels
who were believed behind an attack on
an Army detachment and the subse-
quent abduction of five policemen last
Saturday, also in Paquibato Distriet.

The NPAs were able to abduct
Chief Insp. Leonardo V, Tarungoy and
his men P03 Rosenie L. Cabunas, PO3
Rudolph Y. Pacete, PO3 Abdul Aziz A,
Ali, and PO2 Neil C. Arellano, who were
responding to the attack on the Army.
detachment and were on a Paquibato';
police vehicle when they were stopped
and taken into custody. '

=k S e AR

COMMERCIAL LOGGING - Giant Faicata logs are rolied Into this walting hauler tru¢ck In Kitaotao, Bukidnon.

These trees commercially grown in the area and are nsed In makin lywood g
Mibatdions ] E plywood, crates, and match sticks. (Kelth
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31 ASG na ang nalalagas sa military operation:

Umakyai na sa 37 ang
bilang ng mga nasawi
sa panig ng Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) sa pagpa-
patuloy na intense -mili-
tary operation laban sa
mga bandido sa Tipo-
Tipo, Basilan.

Sinabi ni Major Fi-
lemon Tan, spokesper-
son ng Western Minda-
nao Command (West-
MinCom) na sa ngayon
ay higit isang linggo na
ang operasyon ng mili-

tar kontra ASG sapul

nang sumiklab ang sagu-

paan na ikinasawi ng-18
sundalo at ikinaspgaf ng
may 56 pa.

Sinasabing kabi-
lang sa 37 nasawi sa Lka-
laban ang foreign terro-
rist at Morrocan national
na si Mohammad Khat-
tab kung sasn kasama
ang bangkay nito sa mga
narckober ng mga sun-
dalo sa lugar nang bak-
bakan habang ang iba ay

1

nakumpitma sa pama-|
magitan ng intelligence
reporL. ’ _

Siniguro ng militar na
marami pa ang mga su-
patan sa panig ng ASG.
dahil sa maraming mga
bakas ng dugo na nakita -
sa lngarng sagupaan.

Sa mga sugatang
ASG, kabilang dito ang:
nasa malubhang kondis-:
yon na si ASG leader Fu- |
ruji Indama. (Beéchai Ju-
lian)

Pahina, 0

) 845.8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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SUNDALO UTAS SA KAPWA SUNDALO

TODAS ang isang sun-
dalo makaraang pagbabarilin
ng dalawang suspek, kabi-
lang ang kapwa nito militar
sa Maragusan, Compostela
Valley kamakalawa.

Paruloy nang sinistyagat

ng 69th Infaniry' Battalion
g Philippine Armyy.

Ayon kay Senior Supt,
Albert Ignatius Ferro, Com-
postela Valley police chief,
12:30 ng hatinggabi habang
naglalalead i Pagian, kasama

ng mga awtoridad ang mo-
tibo sa pagpatay kav Cpl.
Jomar Paatan, 33, mivembro

ang isang Pvi Joner Bemn
Cadion sa Rizal St.. Bgy.
Poblazion. nangmaganapang

|2

Pahina.

pamamaril. Burnili la-
mang ng halut ang dala-
wang sundalonangma-
salubong nilz ang sus-
pek na si Pfe. Gilbeit
John Cinco, gayundin
ang sibilyan nitong
kasarnanzsi Roger Pe-
pito. Bumunot ng ka-
libre .45ang isa sa mga
suspek cawa binaril si
Paxan, (Vime Repes)
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SUSTAINED CPERATIONS il 3RD ASG Camp
Fzalis in Basgilan

sTRT TN

Al Santiags Apd 1L 2018

MANILA (OWDD) - Troops rom the 2r¢ Soodt Flenger Battalion ~ommanced by Lt Cor Eimar Sadans
cuscessiuliy captured anov fihe Abu Zavval Group (ASZ) and recovered STTPOnEnts i
naKing Improvised Zxplosive Device (1D ir ope.2tion concuctec in Tiso-Tips, Basilar, garv Sunosy

o

Agcording o BAglor Flemon Tan, spokesharean o ihe AFF svesier
Mindzrao Coramand. this e the third ASE cemp thal fel o militany forczs
afier the Aprii & clash incigent that ied o the geath of 16 soldiers and

Pl

wounding of 52 otners.
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3 kampo na ng ASG ang nakubkebh ng militar sa
Bastlan - AFP

By gombo Mere 0852 1: Anrl ZNE 1 E X
ZAMBOANGE T Sevyal group {(£55 ang nekuokob rang miia se
Iom. ng mehigit ua",r I: ﬂ;g ng itense militern, cozation i2ban s mge bandids se mdnisipye ng Tieo-Tins

izigrdgar ng Basilan

gszlife ng WWestam minganac Tommand fwiestivinTom, eng tationg

Ayon kay Major Fleoon ?an, i
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kampo na magkakasuno nz
Barang=y Baguinhdar.
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Pursuit underway for abductors of 5 cops in
Pavao City

doint forses of police arg
abduzticr: of free nohcemsr e:p-ﬂdin; 1o e govarnmen miltic. detachment balie e 17 te atiacked by
communist rebels in Paguibato distric in Davac Citv,

The Philippine Hational Pelice conoemnza the ingident bu dzcined o confinm vhener it ves the
members or the 1z | eaple € Army [NPA) the communist wing of the Commurast Part of the Philippines
(CPP) who staged the attack over the weekend.

Spokesperson Chief Supt, Wilben Neayor said Da: 2c Regional Police heac |

has ordered rounc-the-closk checlipoint operations by all concerned pofice units te restris!

, Miitare gre condosiing hot nursuit operations aganst i1z spsnesis it 4ae
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3 killed, 2 wounded in Davao City clashes

o

Erom the Phiitppine Heves Agency (Apr 18]

A fronper 2 miliiaman anc & member oF an "armed lzwless grov” wae willes i separate encounters in

Paguioaie oistict, Davao City Mongay.

Aleo wounded in the two clashes vere two froopzre while ar. W-1€ aviometic rfie nelonging © the

brigands were recovered

Capt. Rhyan Beatchar. 1Gih Infantry Division public affairs office chief, said the first encounter took place
&:00 &.m. while the second occurreo at 12:25 .m

Both clashes took place at Sitic Banban, Barangey wumiad, he acced.

Govemnmen. casuaities were immediate’ airliftec to Camp Panacar. Staticn Rospital.
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AFP waits for Iriberri replacement

By JAIME LAUDE

Malacafiang has yet to name
areplacement for Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) chief
Gen. Hernando Iriberri, who
bows out of the service on
Friday. *

Over the last two days,
while waiting for the Palace
announcement on who would

be the next commander of the
130,000-strong military, sol-
diers have been conducting
parade rehearsals for Iriberri’s
retirement ceremonies.

The chief of staff will definite-
ly retire on the day of his retire-
ment, but as to who will replace
him we have no information on

"that yet,” AFP spokesman Brig.
Gen. Restituto Padilla said.
Iriberri, of Philippine Mili-
rary Academy Class 1983, will
be reaching themilizary’s man-
datory retirement age of 56 on
Friday, or 17 days prior to the
holding of the May 9 national

and local elections.

AFP sources claimed that
if the President does not des-
ignate Iriberri’s réplacement,
11, Gen. Glorioso Miranda,
the AFP vice chief, would as-
sume command of the AFP as

officer-in-charge.

They also bared this was the
reason why Miranda was as-
signed to the AFP headquarters
in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon
City.

Miranda, former command-
er of the AFP’s Tarlac-based
Northern Luzon Command
(Nolcom), has been designated
as AFP vice chief of staff, a po-
sition previously held by Ma-
rine Lt. Gen. Romeo Tanalgo.

0 Tanalgo was appointed Nol-
l \ com commander, replacing
Miranda.

Miranda and Tanalgo are
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ EN 1, 1 Tsiberri's classmates at the '~ Tel no. (02) 8459555 Local: 5285, 5295
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[riberri retires Friday;
suecessor not yet named

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces yesterday
said it has yet to receive word
from Malacafiang as to the suc-
cessor of AFP chief Gen. Hern-
ando Iriberri who is reaching the
retirement age of 56 on Friday.

His tour of duty will unlikely be
extended by President Aquino,
according to & source.

Isiberri, a member of the Phil-
ippine Military Academyv Class
1983, assumed the top military
post in July last year.

Soldiers and military assets on
Monday started rehearsals for tarn-
over ceremonies, said AFP spokes-
man Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla.

Asked if the rehearsals means -
ibers’s rerm will not he extended,
Padillz said it is o “political-issue™
that the military could not ansvrer.

The AFP chief is usually selected
from among the thtec-star genet-
als and flag officers of the Armed
Forces. There ate 10 three-star

20

.army201z@emait.co
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generals and flag officers but three
of them are due for refirement this
year —Lt. Gen. Nicanor Vi=ar, chief
of the Cenmal Command, retifing
in Angust; Lt. Gen. Ricardo Visaya,
chief of the Southern Luzon Com-
mand, in September; and Vice
Adm. Alexander Lopez, chief of
the Western Command, in August.

The seven other three-star offic-
ers are Vice Adm. Caesar Taccad,
Navy chief, and Lieutenant Gen-
erals Glotioso Miranda, AFP vice
chief; Eduardo Afio, Army chief;
Edgsr Fallorina, Air Force chief;
Romeo Tanalgo, Northern Luzon
Command chief; Leonardo Guer-
rero, chief of the Eastern Mind-
anao Command; and Mavoralgo
dela Cruz. chief of the Western
Mindanao Command.

A military official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said the
President i unlikelv to extend the
tour of duty of Iriberzt to at least
the end of the President’s term on
June 30,
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“arter visit start of US troops’
rotational presence

By RENE ACOSTA ¥ @reneacostaBM

HE rotational presence of
" American troops in the
" country under the Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agreement
(Edca) has started in the presence of
US Defense Secretary Ashton Carter

over the weekend. :

(A

—— ———————

JFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PU
Army Core Purpose. Servirg the |

US troopsand equipment willbe
in the country under a rotational
scheme to enable American ser-
vicemen and Filipino soldiers to
jointly respond to crisis—natural
or man-made.

The US troops’ rotational pres-
ence in the Philippines vras unoffi-
cially announced by Carter himself
after his meeting with President
Aquino in Malacafiang.

“Some Americanshereforthisex-
ercise [Balikatan] will be staying he-
hind onarotational basis tocontinue
joint training and working with our
Philippine allies to contribute to re-
gienal security and stability. I thank
these service membersfor taking on
thisimportant assignments,” hesaid.

The start of the pivot, which will
allow US troops and their state-
of-the-art assets and equipment,
including warplanes and ships, in
five selected military bases in the
country, took place even as both
the Philippines and the US are still
working on the technical side of the
defense agreement.

“Our planners are working on
identifying the techmical require-
ments for the selected sites, where
agreedlocationscouldbe developed,”
said Defense Secretary Voltaire T.
Gazmin, who accomnpamed Carter
during his visit to Malacafiang,

“We are optimistic that the Edca
would significantly contributetoour
efforts in enhancing the intéroper-
ability between the Armed Forces of
the Philippinesand the United States
Pacific Command, or Pacom, by de-
veloping the facilities that could be
used for ourapproved Philippines-US
activities,” he added.

However, Carter indirectly im-
plied that the temporary basing
of US soldiers in the country has

already started, with part of those
who participated in the two-week
Balikatan and the Stennis Carrier
group, that was sent to the country

during the period, to stay behind for

regional security duty.
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- *A contingent of US aircraft and
their crews and pilots that partici-
patedin Balikatanwill staybehindat
Clark Air Base. We'll do this, in fact,
onaregularbasis. Theinitial contin-
gent,five A-10 “Thunderbolt’ aircraft,
three H-60G ‘Pave Hawk'helicopters
and one MC-130H ‘Combat Talon’
aircraft will stay behind,” he said.

“And 200 airmen, including pi-
lots, will continue joint training,
conduct flight operations in the
area. including the South China
Sea, andlay the foundation for joint
air patrols to complement ongoing
maritime patrols,” be added.

“A command-and-control center
manned by Americanpersonnel here

for the exercise will also remain be-

hind. They will continue exercising
combined US-Philippines command-
and-control capabilitiesandsipport
increased cooperative activities in
the region,” Carter added.

Neverinthehistoryof the Balika-
tan that American servicemen, who
have participated in the annual bi-
lateral exercise, have stayed behind,
and while US forces occasionally
visits the country, they only do this
during port-call visits or when they
are on humanitarian assistance and
disaster-response operations.

When the Philippines and the US
were working on the details of the
Fdca in 2014, Filipino defense offi-
cials said the agreement should help
the country deal with the aggressive
Chira in the West Philippine Sea,
other than trainingand boostingthe

" equipment-lacked military.

Gazmin has said the Edca will
serve as the country's temporary
but primary. territorial defense
plar while the ‘government is
beefing up the capabilities of the
Armed Forces,

Based on the same statement of
Carter, activitiesunder the Edcahas
even started as early as last month,
and this was in the form of a joint
patrol in the West Philippine Sea,
where Chinesermilitaryand paramili-
taryvesselswerea constant sighting
during the past months.

“Last month wecommencedjoint
maritime patrolsin the South China
Sea, These patrols, an alliance deci-
sion at our two-plus-two ministe-

&

.

rial, which Voltaire [Gazmin] and 1
held with our respective secretaries
of foreign affaiis in. Washington in
January,” Carter revealed. , .

“These patrols will continue
to help build our interoperability
and improve the Philippine Navy,
even as these patrols contributeé
to the safety and security of the
region’s waters,” the candid Pen-
tagon chief revealed.

Gazmin, however, tried to down-
play thejoint patrol, saying itwasin
the form of a passing exercise. .

“We conducted suchjointpatrols
as part of our passing exercises or
the passexe. Our planners are ex-
amining ways on how to make such

2 Some Americans here for
¥ ¥ this exercise [Balikatan] will

be staying behind on a rotational
basis to continue joint training and
working with our Philippine allies to
contribute to regional security and
stability.” —CARTER

patrols as part of our regular activi-
ties,” he said.

Passing exercise is an activity
which ensures that two navies can
work and comrunicate together dur-

LhirEm ATEDY

z00

ing times of peace and war. -
As spelled out by the Edca, both
the PhilippineNavyand the USNavy

are required to conductjointpatrols,

especially in the West PhilippineSea.
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RSBS allays fears of soldiers,
says it will refund contributions

BY VICTOR REYES

THE military's Retirement $e¢pa-
ration and Benefits Svstem
{RSBS) yesterday said it has
enough assets to refund, with
accrued interest, the contribu-
tions of its soldier-members in
the wake of the agency’s aboli-
tion by Malacafiang last week.
RSBS president Norman Le-
gaspi said the agency’s current
asscts stands at more than P17

billion, way above the refund-
able amount of P15 billion to
P16 billion, including interest.

“The P17 billion is based on

the book value of these assets,
but naturally the market value is
higher than the book value, and
if we liquidate these assets, it will
sum up to more than the amount
that shouid be refunded,” he said.

Legaspi said the agency has

" See RSBS > Page B6

RSBS

P6.5 billion in cash and cash
equivalents and expressed confi-
dence that *we’ll be able to raise
the total amount for refund when
we start lignidating our assets.
“Just like comparing it to a
bank under receivership. any
corporation, not zll its invest-

“Hopefuily, we will be able
to refund everything before
finally RSBS will close,” Le-
gaspi said,

In its Memorandum Order
dated April 8, Malacafang
ordered the abolition of the
RSBS and said the agency will
act as Board of Liquidators.

Legaspi said he expects the

mentsare in liquid assets-That's—tetal closure of the RSBS in three

why we will have to do our lig-
ujdations process and optimize
the return or the sale of these
assets, in order for us to be able
torefund all the requirements.”
said Legaspi.

The RSBS has shares in the
Monterossa Development
Corp. and Southern Utility
Management and Services Inc.
It is also has real estate assets
such as subdivision lots, house
and lots, memorial lots, and
raw lands. aside from golf and
country club shares.

These asscts will have to be
privatized or soid. pursuant 1o
the liquidation of RSBS.

Legaspi said the disposal of
these assets will be guided by
the Governance Commission
for Government Owned and
Controlled Corporations, add-
ing rules and regulations of the
Commission on Audit will be
followed.

The soldiers’ monthly contribu
tion is equivalent to five percent of
their salary and eams an interest of
Six percent per annum.

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEH PUBLIL Arrmine

to five years. “We have to craft 2
way that when we close there's
anew entity already,” he added.

Former President Marcos es-
tablished the RSBS in 1973 and
provided a P200-million seed
money. The agency was en-
visioned to provide pension
for soldjers after attaining self-
sufficiency,

1t has not met self-sufficien-
Cy targets, however.

Similar orders to abolish the
agency were issued by Presi-
dent Arroyo in 2006 by virtue
of Executive Order 590.

Under the new order, Legas-
pi said RSBS assets will have
to be transferred to a govern-
ment financial institution but
“no GFI wanted to get RSBS.

Legaspi said soldiers should
not be alarmed by the new
order abolishing the agency,
saying: “This is just a terminol-
ogy so that we can start the lig-
uidation process and we can
actually orderly close down
the RSBS and also ensure the
preservation of its assets and

D4t

be able to give what is due the
soldiers.

“That is the primordial objec-
tive of this winding down plan, to
be able to give back the soldiers’.
money... When you say abolition’
in this memorandum order, it
doesn’t mean we're close starting
tomorrow,” he said.

“There's still a lot to do. Ac-
tally, this memorandum or-
der resurrected RSBS in order
for it to wind down properly
and smoothly. EO 590 doesn't

mention what we can do and’
we cannot do. It just says we

are closed,” said Legaspi.

He said the RSBS will no
longer collect contributions
from the soldiers this month.

“Kung ano man ang matira
after liquidation, after refund,
I think that will be up to the
national government whar to
do, whatever residuaj asseLs
that will be left to RSBS afier
it pays off all its obligations.”
said Legaspi.

Legaspi said the liquidated
asscils of the RSBS will be
turned over to the soon-lo-
formed entity that will replace
RSBS. He said the new entity
will be in charge of the refund.

"We've already discussed
with the Senate and the Con'
Bress a ncw pension reform
law. AFP pension law. So
kukunin ‘vun ng bagong en-
tity, and they’ll be the one 10
refund,” said Legaspi.
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Dating sundalo, apo
~ patay sa granada

Tsang retiradong sundalo ang nagpakam
qranada sa kanilang
hikiima na § SEI0°HT0 Daclic. 78 at nada
vincent Veiasausz, 13-anyos 3t 15ang Il
ng sundalo na st Gerrylvit Velasuuez, a3

ang «aniyang ama na magpapa%amatay daly

araranasail buhat, sa karamaaman nito ina skin astTia.
para wakasan and kanryang

lad ay nadamay pa ang kaniyang apo. “Nas@

ria umane ong mnida ng biktima, datlan
puhay at sa kasamaang pa

second floor po kasi ako ng bahay nung may marin
akita ko na lang naduguan

pagputok. Noong bumaba ako para tingnan n

atay gawnit: ang HNagoNg
tahanan Lunes ny g4I sa raloocen Ty, Kintiala ang
may 0a ang apo it ne i Rafael
h srhool studerit, Ayon sa anak;
madalas umanong nagsasab!

i sz hiiap "2 Kanvang
Tatleng 1ann

inig akong maiakas na

ang tatay at anak ko,” ani Gerrylyn. (Je! Santos)
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ragaian, mas maganda kung maraming

bansa ang ma; isa para sugpuin ang
problema sa Abu Sayyaf

Militar na solusyon na ang kinakaila-

i NI MS. KORINA SANCHEZ ngan dahil bukod sa pagiging kriminal, mga

Isyunpk@bulgar com, oh rebaldeatteroristaangmgajw_ o
yunpgk@buig P Magkasundo na ang lahat ng bansa

Mga bansa, na kapag nakaengkuwentro na ang Abu
g™ Sayyaf sa dagat, may pahintulot nang du-
magkaisa na Iaban rugih ninuman, hind} lang ng Pilipinas
} ; T Hindi talaga mababantayan ng ating
sa Abll sawaf' coast guard ang karagatan dahil na rin sa
Paakyat ang mainit na hangin habang mas ~ kakulangan ng kagamitan, .
mabiagae.ll?-’ang ;gna]amig na hangin kaya mas Kung magkakaroon ng tulungan mula
nananatili sa ilalim, sa mga nabanggit na bansa, siguradong
Ito ay ilan lamang sa IMga paraan para may maganda ftong resulta.
malabanan ang init at para makaiwss sa heat
stroke na nakamamgtai/.
*® 1
Nananawagan ang Malaysia ng mas ma-
lawig-na kooperasyong militar sa Suly Sea.
Ang panawagan ay para sa Pilipinas, In-
donesia at Brunei.
Ito ay matapos ang tita sunud-sunod na
pagdakip ng mga hinthinalang mivembro ng
Abu Sayyaf sa mga mamamayan ng Ma-
laysia at Indonesia.
Sa kasatukuyan, higit isang dosenang tao
na ang bihag ng Abu Sayyaf na karamihan
ay mga mandaragat mula sa Malaysia at In-
donesia. . .
* Tama ang panawagan ng Malaysia. Kung
hindj mababantayan ng isang bansa ang ka-
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Myanmatr’s ‘long-necked’women hope
to turn tourism into homecoming

BY PHYO HEIN KYAW
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

PANPET, MYANMAR: Wearing a stack
of bronze neck coils - a sign of
beauty for her Kayan tribe -- Mu
Par dreams of a fime when all
“fong-necked” women can return
to Myanmar from Thailand where
they are a tourist attraction.

For years Kayan women anid girls
have been driven across theborder
by poverty and conflict to earn
money posing in holidaymakers’
pictures in purpose-built Thai vil-
lages decried by rights campaign-
ers as “human zoos”. '

Now several have returned to
their remote native Panpet area

33-year-old told AFD, asa handful
of tourtsts milled through the area.

Once the preserve of intrepid
travellers as it languished under
junta rule, Myanmar is now a hot
new tourist draw.

Arrivals have doubled in the
past five years and numbers are
expected to surge under a new
government led by Aung San-Suu
Kyi's pro-democtacy party.

Much of tiny Kayah state vias off
limits to foreigners until recently.

Authorities now hope the re-
gion’s emerald hills and languid
waterways will become the coun-
try's next top iravel destination.

Mu Par and her neighbors from
Panpet’s cluster of five hamlets

in Kayah state, Myanmar, withran—grouped togetherto-build the market.

entrepreneurial plan to reverse the
flow of departures as their once
junta-ruled homeland emerges
from decades of solitude.

Mu Par came home just a few
months ago having saved enough
money after 14 years woiking in
Thailand.

S$he now runs one of a dozen
neat little shacks selling locally-
made wooden dolls, scarves and
individual bronze neck rings -- giv-
ing tourists a more ethical window
into their unique culture,

Lining up a neat row of hand-
made “long-neck dolis” at a new
craft market, Mu Par hopes to
enlice tourists 1o her eastern Myan-
mar homeland, and provide for
her four children, aged between
four and 15.

"In Myanmar my children can
attend school and also 1 am happy
to be among my relatives,” the

They share the profits from the
5,000 kyat {$4) visitor entrance fee.

“If we can get many tourists
here, we want all the Kayan girls
in Thailand to come back,” she
told AFP.

Controversy
and culture

From as young as five years old,
Kayan girls are given up to ten neck
rings to wear, they then add a new
one approximately every year until
adulthood.

The practice, which gives them
a giraffe-like appearance, painfully
compresses their shoulders and
collarbones, rather than actually
stretching their necks.

A grown woman can wear as
many as 25 rings, weighing a total
of five kilos (11 pounds}.

One local legend suggests wom-

en began wearing the rings to
protect themselves against tigers,
who once, roamed the region in
large numbers and bite the necks
of their prey.

Men in the village also used to
wear face-shaped masks on the
backs of their heads in a bid to
ward off tiger ambushes, accord-
ing to local people, aithough the
practice has since died out.

Fewer women now wear the
coils, which force théem to keep
looking straight ahead..

Families often cannot afford the
costly, handcrafted rings, while
many young girls feel they are an
impediment to getting a job out-
side of their region.

The women can remove their

rings with the help cf a special-
ist and their shoulders and col-
larbones can eventually return
to normal, depending on the age
when they are taken off.

Several dozen women and girls
still wear the traditional bands,
including those at the new handi-
craft market in Panpet.

Until recently they spent much
of the year in Thailand, earning
around 3,000 baht ($90} a month
in the tourist aitraction villages,
where most of the money goes (0
Thati tour agents.

*asking them to pose for pho-
tographs for money is acting like
they are in a human zoo,” said
Phyoe Wai Yar Zar a Myanmar
tourism official.

“Instead (in their home villages)
people can buy their products like

food, handmade crafis and souve- 50 poor

nirs to support them.”

Army Core Purpose: Serving tge%eop!e. Securing the land.
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Graft denials come under strain in Malaysia

fund scandal

BY DAN MARTIN
AGENCF FRANCE-PRESSE
KUALA LUMPUR, APRIL 19: Malaysia's printe
minisier and the company he founded,
FADE have weathered a year-lung
barrage of corruption dlegations with
suthing-to-st c-here assiances, but 4
string of recent revelations iy placing

those densals under gron Ang strain,

Ui Monday an Abu Dliabi sovereign-
wedlile fund which was helping 1 MDB
ewver Jom massive debls abruptly
sithdren g salen ver declaring the
shalavatal stite-ovied cempany in
detauit on a1 1 bitlion loan,

e move centers on suspicions that
FDB - rather than 1opay Ui loan
(o the Abu Diabi tuna, International
Petroleans vesiment o {(1MC) - in-
stead diverted the monev. 11 vas later
embesded, accarding to e carlier Wall
Street fournal report,

I dlispute caps a string of recent rev-
clations that have severely undermined
clains by INDEB - shon for Iivlalavsia
trevelopunent Berbad -~ that its finances
dhcan order and oo grali eecurred.

The scandal engulling 1MDE and
Prime alinister Najils Razak, who
loanded ihe COIPANY T 2000 (o )
developinent projicts, i stigieriing be it
sodleanst complesny

DB Lannpdebts of more Uiy w12

billion to fund a series of questionabie
deuisitions.

Bur accusations began emerging last
vear that billiens were looted from
IMDB in a vast campaign of internation-
alembezziement and money-laundering
thiat has wriggered investigations by sev-
eral countries stretching from Singapore
w the United States.

Najib, who chairs TMDB's advisory
board, and the company have repeatediy
denied v rongduing,

Confirming suspicions

But the IMC row and other recent rev-
elaiions have suggested otherwise and
could offer fureign investigators fresh
ammunition, said James Chin, a Malay-
sia analvst at the University of Tasimania,

“Ihis all shows quite clearly that not
only was IMDB diverting maney bt
that this was done dearly in the name
of the prime minister. It’s very damag-
ing. he said.

IMDRs denials began 1o unravel 1w
weeks ago when a Malaysian parliamen-
tary panel said the tund made more than
53 billion in unapproved payiments 10
d now-dissolved British Virgin Islands
COMpanY,

The report also indicated Najily's close
mvolvermient i key IMDB decisions,

IMC had agreed i 2002 w puaranted

Y
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$3.5 Billion in IMOE bonds, fend the
company more than a billion dollas,
and make interesy pavinents on il
onds.

TMUB was suppused (0 repav the luan
througty an IPIC subsidiary, Aabar Invest
ments P15, but 1P1C Last vpek reveaicd
for the fivst time thiat it neves received
the money.

IMDB tnsists that it paid the money
o a British Virgin Jslands entite il
hearly identical nanie 1o Aalys,

buta Wall Street Journal Investigative
report has alleged it vay @ tahe shelt
compdany tuuzh whi, LHOHEY toas
tunnelied 10 Kujils and others,

A seties of Jotin) Fepuris siartig
last year have sajd Nanbs received more
than $1 hillion i IVSIETT LS Overseas
payments from 2097. 0013

After initialiy denving the claiu
Najib admiied receiving Sos1 million
in 2003 but denies it came 1ro, INIE
Hesays it vy y gl o the Saud; fOvdl
family, most of which he weturnied.

Saudi Arahia’y foreign minisier con.
firmed Tast weel (e IORey e fron)
his country, bur onh alie weeks ol si-
lence as doubis over Najilvs claim prew,

‘Spectacular failure’

The scandals e trigsered ey

mclading thoy, TTINTINISNI

Hiadi

Wl Lunpur protests 1 Alg
bt Nugibys vesignation Haispianng
vestigativns,

Bajils Iy stoud 1y, Using Nis oy
ol ol Malaysia's poveriyl r g pany
16 purge Crities in the governnion aid
siuttle domesii Bvestiginos.,

Pafilh's posiion is not seen g under
mminent tireat, b he coule! face e
newed public pressure if the gover inen
s dorced 1o siep in and see IRYIRITIN
Nigssive by,

The lirane ministing wi gl
EMDB said Tate Sonday it w ould = ol
Hnus o ionor Wl of s wls e

[SASNIEY

COMIILMEnNLY luelling specudation o
& IMUB L ailonl il Nilh ad veweed
wothd never appens.

Voo now kno, clearly et vig, e
spestacular Laikure of thye (171 }aleal
e sdadavsian wepavers vl e
upen to foot TRIDE'S hilis.” oS

tt.“t‘{i

laswiaher fomy P said.

Ay bailowt conld Turteg pHessure
Blalaysiani Niances amid plutimeting., il
fevenues slowing prowihy and concerns
Ve counim s s posi o, Wity
last vear caused the iy BILCUrenoy o
Plunge.

“This actmtels puts anoiher deniom
ALaysin s reputation. s o Btgees junl)
fentas iy nens becanse iscleary
ol By o iy polinead ayal
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VOICE OF AIRFORCE !l PAF appoints new
spokesperson

Pt

WD — Coi ~raus Fobert miusico faced 8 new
responsibility in his lite whar he vwas apponted as the new
spokesperson of the Philipping Alr Fores.

Caol Musice tosk up Engineering aw JF Dilimar and then
proceeded  to Philippine  Miltary  Acausemy whes  he
graauated in 1953, On his first vea: 2t PW/ he got an cffer @
study a2t the US Air Foicz Aczdzmy.
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MEMEBERS OF AFPRSBS WILL GET THEIR
SE?ARA'F*G%\E PACKAGE/PLAN — Legaspi

The said memoranaum orazr s n rzlstion o Erxesutive Crder 520

and 5804 datzu Cecember 15 2005 ang January 31, 2007,
resnecively Memcrandum Order 90wl pave weay for the AFPRSBS
te wind dovn s onerations in an efns'-:em g 3'Gc.-fhf Manner, anaia
refund ali of its members’ coniriautions and acoried interests as they
fali due

Saced a0 Prasidential Dacres 357 the law which creater AFPRERS,

| e

members of the AFF wil' conuicute 5% of fhel monthh base pay o
AFPESPS. The saic centnibunon wili Thie™ be re’undzd = tham when

— P - -y —~ PRR] =0
the, retire or ezderare froms s2nics Ther conmibations ol s2m 5%
N N
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Significant Encounter with Isiamic State Fighters

ammentany By Roharn Cunaraines roastes 1o Behao Newr
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AFF was supponel by the riorc Isiamiz Liberauor Fiont (i (LF which, has mainizined & sessefire varr (e
government since taarch 2014, The MILF reletionshie with AST aeerioreted afier the MILF jomnes tne
peace prosese and ASG Basitar ioinss '8

Trhe MILF inform=¢ AR thzl the {8 "?Csﬁ vge vz Kilomaters from the kG ILF community in Sitic B
he vilizge of Macai=ng. ARP had reddesiec 14iLF izsve the ares and as their fighiers and familes moves
out, 1S, forewarned anc exceptionaliy \-f;'e.i; preparec', confrontec the AFF. Duning the 10-hour firefight in

the village of Tipo-Tipa the AFP did nof anticipaie i€ s preparation

Julie & Alizals, writing "Heli in Basilan: Lanamine Sizst Foliowec by Gunfire Everachere. Aprt 50 2008
in inguirer Mindanao. highlighted the zrmy's fzilure o prepare adeguztely to fight IS Among ihe injured
weere the 44tk Battglion Commandsr Cof Tommy Crostoy and cthar offisers

The AFF resoverec the body of Morozcan fighier h/i»hammac Khattal an explosives exper.

IS Issues propagande afier battie
In & release tifiad " 00 Killed froim the Philippine Crusader Army in Operations by Soldiers of the
Zaliphate in Philinpines.” dated £ Paiab 1437 (~prii (2 2076°, "The isiamic State, Philippines” states.
= of sheb the Almighty, (o e edempts by e
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Philippines, Malaysian military officials to meet over
kidnappings

I

From The Star Online (401 19
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He said the attackers might jus® be clairning to be members of the Abv Savval Group (AS
sea Nac many pirale grovps I operahons.

Foliowing abdustiong along the boraer, Diglence idmister Daivk Sen lkigharmudar
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Cempany to pay Abu Sayyaf US$1.1m for release
of kidnapped sailors: Indonesian Minister

SINGAPORE: The company of the 17 ldnapped saliors held by Abu Sayval has agreer 1o o5y 8 ransay

of 55 million, pesos (USLT 1) m\_cn‘;:,.e Co rdinating I-,; ister for Poliical, Lega: and Secunit Affairs

cuhut Pandjaitan said on Tuesday (Apr 1

Negotiations for the handover of the mangy ang the captives are till ongoing. sai¢ hr Luhul "Thzy've
already agread that the £0 million peszz will e hanced over at & se=cific Iosation.” he saic, ascording ic
Indonesian newsrape riepublika

The sailors were Kidragpzd in waters off the confligh-racies southern Philippinze by ALU Szvwval mililents
on han 28

The crens vez traveling or & ~spdoet puling = warge fom 3omes isisnd to ths Artpmnss s men hey

saizn and Philippine offizials saic
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FB chief malabong i-extend ni F-Noy:
%aég‘emmt tuloy na sa Biyernes

By rsnaly Soheran *E Apr 2076 9857

"IJ

‘naga -ang "ehearsals ngavon se Kempo Aguinalic pire $é nekaakuang ralr

Pusp.san na ano o
honors nt & FF chief of giaff Senerzy Bermancs triberri sg bivernes, Apri 22 7L
ce welz 53 track resorc n Haﬁguionc Noynoy AQUinG ang rag-exienc aahl! pare sg

Ayon $2 Isany SOUrSE,
kaniva labag ite sz batas &1 mukhang hindi fn magtatalage ng permenenteng :hre ol stafl eng Fangulo

cahil avaw nitong maulii ang nangyar noon kay Generai Delfin Bangit.

Aniya, pagrerelire ni iriberr: riagkakaroon lamang ng officer-in-cherge \Jlu, ang AFE.
Ang ginagevieng rehearsals ngevon ay patunay na tuloy na ang ragreraline ng shief of staff se serbisve.
Avon riaman kay AFP spokesparscn BZen Reslitute Padilie ne se ngeyon walg [z silang r.kokur‘“uanc
balita Kung sinc ang papslit sa puveasts ri Iribar dahil ang Fenguio ang shrang pumipl nitr- bajamat may
shotlis ng isnmusuiriie ng 05 bilzng .‘bkomentar'yon

Sz ngayon hinivtey e nile erg meZzizing anunsiva ng Panguls Kung iz &n
iribe i

Tiniyvak ~amar. m b ti!c tdimv-tuicy ena oingjaang paghahande ng ARF sz neie:

honors pacs may 1hpe”
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133 former MILF combatants complete skills,
entrepreneurship trainings

-~

From the Philipping ynformation Agency {Apr % 1

Some I3 forme: fighiere of the Mioru Islamis Liberauor, Front have completed training programs

ntended {0 boost their entrepreneunal skil s

These fonmer combaiants, according to & report from the Office of the Presidential Adviser an the Pesce
Precess (OPAPP) are among the decommissiones WiILF members who have decided to undergo
trainings that wouit enhance their capability for economic CroQress |

The OPAPP report noted that the raining of former combatante is par. of the implementation of the
agreement under the Terms of Reference of the Mormal'ization Anneyx of the Zomprehensive Agreement
on the Eangsamorc (CAB). the peace dee signed between the government anz the MILF on WMay 27,

o

04

Or June 18 1ast vear. 145 former MILF combetants undsnvent the initia decommissioning process i

Sukar Fudergt o in Maguinganac with tie ceremonia Jaove o 5° Nigh-prered and 24 srew-gani
2E0OE 20 e mors .\Ic.r’nu Libgration Fron: ‘wime

These Jelommissionsd cxmbatants undgenen: & resistiaticn, varficaton, and s aidatior DICIe%s 20

W2l Jrovigdes with eszin-economic paskages to assist e i fhair tarsfoation o p:awf Cheen

I~es

betanis V5T decija: tc unde g u‘f'“'— e seis of suills training

Oui o' the 142 Secoamssiones eombet
=t waie conous = ;;n e Techniza, Egusstiion #ng Sl Develn amert Asthoriy ‘TESDA ae

F 1

|J i/a Pr’l\_. L |
far o the sovio-ecenomic rack of the nerializadon crocess,

Said skilie trainings 1nclude bread and prstn presustion. driving f:ar;:n [y SOORETY, moloreysle’smal
S senvicing zlenaisel insaliatior anc meintenanse, and

engine repair. reasmanng, tailoring. automici e
entregrencunial skilis traming

Forme, comozianis aisc undervent rainings on vaiuss trensiormatian ans rermesisl classes on reading
wiTling &g numerany

The Desadment o Educaiion end the Departmer? of Educstio & provined ceen-or-lrzining assistance

10 the sohmicrs

Wiih tne esuisiane of the TESDA. Denco and the DS apn other govermimeET @nencies, the
CECOmImssION s combalenis are now actomplishing therr jesnective trar g3 10 srepare them tows ds
ransiormation 1o unarmed civilians " said GPH peace panel charn P, Minarm-Coronel Ferrer

«37
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rerrer <217 that the ective pariizipatinr, of ne ior—e ~ombatanis J.Ehe« ENLME fraling &0l 10 (he
normalization orocess ‘shows ther Q'r.t;jvlf}-' T nEanE-hllding and in concretely Uansfarming fror ar

armed grour inte pezsciul civilign (e

“we are stil' pushing for these aclivities for

Despite the non-paseage of the Bangsarore, Easic Law | BRL]
Comprenensive Agreemen on

the govemment remaing cemmitied to what have beer: aaresd Uper in e
the Banpsamoro.” she said

"Even though the praposed BBL was no casser pv tne 16th Congrese, the gaing achieved 1 the
Bangsamoro peace process throughont the decades heve been tremendous. There iz solid basis for the
people of the Bangsamorc to remain hopaful and continue looking forward towarc a belter peaseful

future.” she agded

Meanwitile, Hadzer Birowa, direcior of the sacic-ezonomic unit of OPAPP emphasized the skills ang
entrepreneurial training program offers great opportunities for the decommissioned combatants,

The skille the echolartrainees jearned, aiong with the fivelthooc packages that they will recerve upon the
compietion of the entire training pregram, is envisioned to prepare them for sustainable fivelinood wher
tirey fully transform from Leing combatants anc mamnstreames inic cwilizn sommunities, he saic.

cor Abduaziz Andik. one o the gradiadng dzconimissicnad jorme: somoaiants, ths iraining Is £ ae

opportunity to improve his and his fanih s lves

“The haining is w2y ussiUlS ue betadse (i s i my children ant # F 000 gaurcs of bvefhood in ou
ares Ve thanktha;—_:e DEOMIE W0 weare ver patient i teathing us, ‘fhc may Mave founs i
ve beceuse we-are-alieady oid but we are trving our bes-lo urderstenc a3 follo. - their instrucions

€2ause we want to gain knoiedge end i is aist for the oenelit o7 our families  he eain

- * - i
hard v teach
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et He ohosc e underge ckilie trainin

Another trainee, Hadj Usmarn Akmag veas already 75 wher, he enrolies in dressmigkingfiaitoring  course

to help in his daugiters small tailoring business

ARmad said e became & membar of e Ansarulisiam in 1674, then joined the Black Shiks and i 75

vzare, vwas par o e Mors Neawona! Likarction Tront

Heet happy because | oo not a-nj;'m:).re live i ihe raountaine.  car nov. 9o to Cotrbeto 2y witnou any
DRLPR)

frouwie bzsadee amm now ¢ siviilan he vaie {DEDoaulise-PiA 2 Wit renan from
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