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By RUDY SANTOS"

" Officials at the Nmoy Aquirio

International Airport {NAIA) are
conducting an investigation with

the help-of the police Aviation
| Security Group on. the alleged
|+ taniti-bala (bullet planting) that -
= v1ctimlzed EstebanCortabista,
78, and his wife Salvacion, 75, of _
Antipolo, Rizal. The couple was

‘bound for the Umted States

to settle the case,

Authorities want to guéstion -
the NAIA wheelchair attendant:
who allegedly asked f{)r money -

.The couple’s niece Fe; Balagot:--_

; clarmed Nifio Namba asked:for :
PSO O(}O 50 that the Cortabmtas_'_
- Turn to Page 3’5

P50.000 renee:

could be immediately released
after a buliet was found in one of
their hand-carried bags.

_Airport sourcessaid that they can-
“hot arrest Namba because the couple

has not yet filed official charges or
even a verified complaint.”

The senior couple immediately
denied owning the bullet, saying 1t

was their second time to travel to

US. “We both know that carrying

bullets in the airport is strictly pro-

hibited, so why would we bring.

bullets?” they said.
Airports sources told The

STAR that they thought that the
tanim-bals syndicate had been
disbanded, ”but it seems. ’chey are.

back-again.”
Many ranking officials at the

airport said that the next admin-

istration should prioritize the
reorganization of the MIAA, since
its present officials have failed to

curb the builet-planting scam.

Public Attorney’s Office chief Per-
sida Rueda-Acosta said the Depart-

ment of Justice (DON)is set to hear the
charges of violation of Republic Act .-

10591, the Comprehensive Firearms.

- and Amiunition Regulation Act, -

agamst the Cortabistas.
- With Edu Punay

I
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dine. He was “not a TV per-
n” and there was no newspa-
r around, so the 23-year-old
d what he thought he does
:st: hack a website,

And then he thought, “Why not
face the Comelec website?”
The hottest topic at that fime
as the Comelec’s refusal to en-
ve that the vote-counting ma-
iines would have four safety
atures and that there would
» vote receipts during the May
elections, Biteng said.

“The governiment didn’t think
was’ necessary to do these -

ings. But these are safety mea-
ires to ensure that there would
: no cheating [on Election
ay},” he added. “Since 1 was
wred that day, I though I should
ve voice to the voiceless.”

The “operation,” as Biteng

_ .Met'ro

_BOREDOM made h1m do It
confessed the IT graduate who L

'By Aje Ba!agtas See

-._--the Vozceies

.o the INQUIRER in 2y interview. But

L the data leak Was not part of the_' :
' pla.n, he added SRR I

,’ Paul theng told g

‘hacked into the Commi
Elections (Comelet)

;___'and c:ausec‘i_ a massive dataleak. for so!

;_-51te was meant to g1ve vmce to--'_'_---f.;: f

fondly called the hacking during
the INQUIRER interview, began at

5 p.m. that day, a month before

his graduation on April 15.

Identities unknown

Cracking the computer codes
or spotting the website’s “etror”
took 13 hours. In between, B1teng
would smoke outside his parents’
house in Sampaloc, Manila, or
play computer games. Then the
iean-framed, cwrly-haired student
would go back to work.

“l worked hard on this”
Biteng said with an occasional
laugh during the interview. .-

On March 20, Biteng shared
the codes with fellow hackers,
whose real identity he said he
didr’t know. By March 27, the
website had been defaced and
the voters’ data leaked.

That was not part of the plan,
Biteng said. “And that's what

bothers me the most. I did not
leak the voters’ details. T didn’t
even expect that to happen,” he

‘added.

While he feels proud of the
operation to deface the Com-
elec website, Biteng said he re-

“grettedthe Iéékag"e and his'sub-

sequent arrest.

“ don't know why (the other
hackers) did that because my plan
was only to deface the site and get
my message across,” Biteng said.

Major breach
Initially after the hacking,
Biteng said he played it cool and

“was unfazed “by. news reports.

There was nothing to worry about,
he thought, because he didn't leak
the voters’ data. But when news
reports started describing the leak-
age a “major breach” and “the
biggest leakage in history” Biteng
started 1o wWorTy.

if BOREDOM]AH.“'

He knew then that he would
be arrested, and expected au-
thorities to pick him up soon.
But getting jailed was farthest
from his imagination.

“Pm scared of jail because I'm
not a criminal,” he said. Aftera-

‘patise; he ‘bufst out laughmg :

“Or maybe [ am?”

“He added: “Biit I didn’t kill any~
one. I'm not an ordmary criminal,
I'm just a cybercriminal.

The National Bureau of In-
vestigation arrested Biteng on
Wednesday night, and criminal

. charges were filed against him

the following day at the Manila

ety prosecutor’s office. He re-

mains detained at the NBI cy-
bercrime division pending the
resolution of the case.

The  Comelec, meanwhile, .
said the website with the leaked
voters’ data had been taken
down.
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NPA commanders killedin_
pursuit ops Vs PNP abductors

-DAVAO_CITYwThe 10th Infantry - when they were flagged down in
(Agila) Division of the Philippine - BTgy. Mapula.. . 0 o
Army on Thursday confirmed that - ;- In the same statement to the me-

- the two bodies recovered at ancoun- - dia here, 10th ID eommander Major

“ ter sites in Sito 'Bandam_;_gaﬁféfngay} General Rafael Valencia said thatthe

“{aimiad in Paquibato. District here . death of the two Tanking NPA lead:
were that of high-ranking New Peo- ers was an indication that “the long
“ple’s Army (NPA) leaders operating. . arm of the '.law_;'wiﬁ_,_sdﬁner_pr_laier, :
in the area. = = e get all those who espouse and use |
oo dna ;_statemént,-_ 10th- 1D chief Yidience__to-ach_ié\ie theirgoals.” - .
information _offieer_._Capt‘!-_RhYari S We should a_ll_’reaiize:that.ali
Batchar identified the NPA jeaders ~ thesesocial, political and economic
Kilied as Bernie Pepito Alima alias problems we face regularly are
King, vice-commangding officer of best resolved in an environment of

Andoy Platoon of Pulang Bagani peace,” he added. .

Company (PBCY 1;.and Levy Boy The army and the Philippine
Alinosara alias Rexan, command- National Police in Davao region
ing officer of Basil Platoon, also of (PNP-11) on Wednesday refterated
PBCI. : that they will never negotiate with
s T-heir_bodies_w_ere_recove:e_d by any lawless groups and that the in-

" the troopers of gathInfantry Bat: ~tensified pursuit-.eperat'zogl_s_,_agai_gst__

“talion during its pursuit operations the PNP abductors will continue: o
against NPA rebels who engaged (Alexander-D.-Lopez}. Dol

them in the area last Aprit18and 19
‘in Sitio Banban, Barangay"Lumiad;-
Paguibato District here. . .
.7 Batchar added that the two are
also believed to be part of the group
o that ttacked the military detach-
 ment in Quiman:anag village of .
L Saturday last W‘eek-'th_at:-'ré_:é_'ulj;'eﬁ- i
"~ the wotinding of 2 militiamran and a
etvilian:
© After that attack, the insurgents
also abducted a potice major and .
Yis men who were responding to the
incident.
" Chief Insp. Leonardo V. Tarongoy, |
the station commander of Paquibato
Police Station, P03 Rosenie L.
Cabuenas, PO3 Rudolf Pacete, PO3
Abdul Azis A. AL JT. and P02 Neil C.
Avellano, and eivilian driver Ronatd
Dordas were 01 board their patrol
vehicle en route to Bray. Salapawan
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soldier seized in N. Cotabato

NORTH COTABATO _ Guspected comnmunist rebels -
seized a soldier in Makilala, North Cotabato on Thurs- |

ay. . P

Pvt. First Class Eduardo Hilaga Jr. who was driv-

ing his motorcycle, was among those pulled over at a
»checkpoint” set up by New People’'s Army rebels.

" Hilaga, amember of the 7th Infantry Battalion, was on his
way to their headquarters inKabacan town after visiting s -
family in Barangay Kisan. © _ : o

“He was 0D his way to Kabacan f0 join an Army
hamanitarian outreach mission for poor villagers,”

“said Capt. Joan Petinglay,-spokesperson for the Army’s
6th Infantry Division. . o R

Responding policemen recovered Hitaga's black Honda
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| M zmrzda
named
acting

AFP chwf

B _:;P__ELQN PORCALLA

¢ President Aquino has ap-
.-':pemted Lt :Gen. - Glorioso
chlef of'

Miranda as the _ne'

ppmes (AFP)
Hethando Iriberri who left the
service yesterday upon reach-
ing the mandatory retirement
age of 56...

_ Aqumo led the turnever
ceremonies at the AFP general
headquarters at Camp Agui-
‘naido. Miranda, the vice chief
of staff, will be assuming the
top AFP ‘post in an acting ca-
pacity due to restrictions under
election rules that prohibit ap-
pointments to certain positions
at this time. :

Unless the next president
extends his appointment, Mi-
_ randa s term will be cotermi-
: aAqumo §onJune 3.

Aquino lauded Triberri for
his exemplary military service,
highlighted by the conduct of
the peaceful 2013 elections in
the province of Abra and the
arrest of top New People’s

fresident Aquino presmes over the change of command fram Gan‘ Hernando Jriberri to the actmg ) .
srmed Forces of the Philippines chief, Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda, during a ceremony at the AFP Army (NPA) Jeaders Benito
Turn to Page 3

randstand in Quezon CHy yesterday.
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S Mil’anda From Pagé"i B

and Wilma Tiamzon. .

Iriberri was also cited.b.y.t'he _

President for his untiring efforts that
brought peace to 52 out of 56 NPA-

affected areas around the country, .
making them ready for peaceful .. ade nat ice dur:

i _ing an operation in Basilan province.
1 salute their valor. We shail not be -
cowed by this incident. Instead, after

development, -« i

. Iriberri, in his retirement speech;
said the recent killing of 18 soldiers in
Basilan would not deter the military
from performing its mandated task

to protect the people and the state .

against known enemies. ..

“A humber of times in the last

three decades T have mourned the

loss of my men. Even then their

sacrifices bolster our determination

to fight harder. Just 13 days ago, we
witnessed the valor of our troops as

they made the ultimate sacrifice dur-

we have wiped our tears, we shall

continue the fight for peace and for

our people,” Iriberri said. ...

Miranda, for his pari, said that as
acting AFP chief, his command thrust .

will be patterned after the operational
plans and programs already initiated

by Iriberri.

Miranda, a member of Philippine

‘Military Academy “Matikas” Class of

1983, assumed as the AFP vice chief in
March, after his position as command-

“ing general of the Northern Luzon

Command was swapped with then

vice chief Lt. Geri. Romeo Tanhalgo. 7. -

"Before he was Nolcom-chief, Mi-

randa served as commanding geheral

of the Army’s 7th Infantry Divisioniin
Nueva Ecija. . o
" Healsoled the Army’s 25th Infan-
try Battalion, 1002nd Brigade. =~ -

He was also dean of dcademics

of the AFP Command and General

Staff College and later on the General |
Headquarters and Headquarters Ser-

vice Command at Camp Aguinaido:
- Miranda is a Scout Ranger, a para-
trooper, infantry and intelligence
officer. He has a master’s degree in
National Security and Business Ad-
ministration.

_"As a soldier, [ have seen violence
and disturbing landscapes on many

- occasions. In all these occasions, none
Twould say was ever pleasantand for

. the lack of softer terms, they all look

ugly,” Miranda said.

. In pursuit of peace, Miranda en-
joined all servicemen to be guided

by the military’s operational thrusts
and guidelines to prioritize goals for

attaining decisive wins while at the

_same time sustaining support for the

government’s peace injtiatives.

As acting chief of the 130,000-strong
military, Miranda also said he would
continue to push the AFP modern-
ization program while uplifting the
morale and welfare of the troops.

“The upgrade of our defense

-posture and delivery of needed riew.

platforms and materiel, as well as the
release of resources for many other
projects, came at the most ()p}inrtune
time,” Miranda said. — With Jaime
Laude
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By Juiie M. Aurefioand Nikko Dizon

.THE NEW ’acting chief of the Armed Forces .
of ‘the Philippines on Friday rallied the |
©.125,000-strong military to ensure credible- |

elections on May 9 and remain apolitical,

cailing the elections “one of the country'’s .

finest momerits.”
“Cyr county is nearing one of its finest

motmnents, the elections, in a few days from -

now... As oftenly said, the AFP will remain
apolitical and will stretch its means to cof-

_tribute to that end,” Lt. Gen, Glorjoso Mi-
-randasaid in his speech. i

_President Aquine form ally 1A me a i\ﬁ_ir_'_an:_ |

da AFP acting chief on Friday morning at
Camp Aguinaldo as Chief of Staff Gen, Her-
nando Iriberri retired at 56, the mandatory
retirement age in the military and police,
The Constitution prohibits the President
from appointing an AFP chief of staff be-
cause of the election ban on appointments.

- This.gives the next President a free hand in
~ appointing a military chief.. = T

Even so, Mr Aquino. expressed confi:

" dence that Miranda was capable of continu-
- ing Iriberri’s programs until June 30, when

+he President steps down from office.

i+ Gen. Glorioso Miranda will be the act-
ing chief of staff. He is known t6 be analyti-
cal and innovative as a strategist and a sol-
dier,” he saidina seven-minute-long speech,
his shortest yet as Commander in Chief,

Miranda, a memberof of the Philippine =
Military Academy upratikas” Class of 1983
like Iriberri, will keep his current position

_as vice chief of staff, military officials said. - -

Miranda, 54, reminded the military offi-
cers and men to be guided by operational
guidelines and tasks in securing next.
month’s elections.

“ag | emphasized earliet, let us secure the
conditions that would lead to the conduct

“of a free, orderly, peaceful-and -credible...
‘5016 nafional and local elections,” he said. -

“Mirandd, a Scout Ranger, was the com--
mander of the Northern Luzon Command
{(Nolcom) before President Aquino ﬂamed
him as vice chief of staffin March.

Mr. Aquino also praised Iriberr for his
“professionaiism, ealent, and dedication”
which he said are the “hallmarks of a true

soldier.”.

", He recalled that 'dufing--l_rib'erri’s term. .

as brigade commander in Abra in 2013,
there was 1o declaration of faiture of elec-

. tons in the province and no election-re-

lared viclence.
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P - ".Lleutenant'Gen' Glorioso Miranda. -
des1gnated as. actmg_.;.cmef
: the

157 ban are femporary. appomtments'ft'”' i
| xecutwe 'csmons ‘when _acaneles;.

'lab m g fhga b
ting termino {Althcugh‘-
can'no longer appt '
ief of staff duetothe
promsmns off '
tution; Iam eonhde
_'the replacement of Ge

o appomteé by the coun-
' ext presrden_t :

s Camp Agumaldo :
.~ ‘Miranda replaced Gen. -
" Hernando Iriberri who g
_retired from the sér-
ovice on Fmday after
£ :reachmg the manda-
- tory: rehrement age' -
5 0f56
: Pr951dent Aqumo '

_the: good things’ heiniti- nfantry Dmsxon in Nueva Ect
_ated in'the remammg._ i intim
~months of our terml % -_--_:the professxonahsm,. compet
3 - Aquino said. | .+ dedicationof. Iriberm durmg the retlre-'
“in his’ remarks;exs “Maglgmg ctmg_ ment ceremeny v
' 0 Under Iriberri’

B plairied that he" was ER : ; .
" 1inabié to appoint anew mmtary ch1ef 4 Glorz ‘Miranda, na kilala sa paglgﬂ__ *sdid the military has’ neutrahzed h;gh "
value: targets ch as Morotcan bomb’: -

coodueto aconstltutmnalban on appomt—g__ ing: mapanuri at maparaan bilang
: ments " gtrategist at sundalo [LL, Gen. Glorioso - instructor Mohammad, ‘Khattab and’

Marandaﬁ a mem‘ner of the Phxhp-::" Miranda; kaown for being ‘analytical . New Peopie sArmy Ieader Maria Con~_

: pme “Military Academy class of 1983, . and resourceful strategist and soldier; - _-cepﬂon Bocala™

- '.was namedAFPv;ce chlef of staff last- will be the a.ctmg chlef of stafﬂ " he - Agquino said 52 cf the 78 provmces'
~ : ooadded. affected by the’ communist rebels’

© - Sec. 15, Art VII of the 1987 Constxtu— . 'actmtzes have become_-“peaceful and
iotl provides thataPr adentoracting ' :

_:j-'Pfé51dentsha11 notnake app - fthe 2
~two months ‘before the next elections’ -deciared peaceful durmg the term of

and up to the end of his term. ' ‘Iribérri as Army chief and AFP chlef
Exempted from the appomtment of staﬁ (GenalynD Kabﬁmg)

_ “gtalaga ng Chiefof: Siaff dahifsamga’
L pamantayan ng Saligang Batas, tiwala -
~ parintayona ‘ang papalit kay Gen. Trib-

: erriay maipagpapatuloy ang maganda' :
: myang nasunulan sa. na]a-
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The Mlanila Times

Aquino, the military’s Com-
mander-in-Chief, attended a cer-
emeny marking the retirement of

Gen. Hemando Iriberti in Camp
Agmnaldo in Quezon City on Friday -

bt did not name a successor to the

otitgoing ‘AFP"chief of staff who
. 'peaceful elections.

furned 56,

- Iriberri’s mandatory Ieurement'

came at a {ime when appointments
are banned because of the local and
national elections next month.
Without a replacement for Irib-
erri, the AFP will be led by an acting

chief of staff until the next President
fiammes d new one after assuming

officein June.
In his speech, Aquino said e is
constitutionally bamed from appoint-

' 'R_ESIDENT Bemgno Aquino 3rd on
Friday challenged security forces to
ensure that the May 9 electlons will

be peaceful and orderly i
‘inga newAPP chief whichis why Lt

Gen. Glorioso Miranda is only taking

_averthe AFP in an acting capacity, be-
ing the AFP vice chief of staff.

*But the President expressed can-
fidence that Miranda will continue

Tribérri’s program,; espemaﬁy for-

~"Ngayon nga po, bégaman hznd;

na tayo makakapagtalaga ng Chief .

of Staff dahil sa mga pamantayan
ng Saligang Batas, tiwala pa rin
tayo na ang papalit kay General
Iriberri ay maipagpapatuloy ang
maganda niyang nasimulas, sa

termino {While I caninot appoint a

Chief of Staff because of the consti-

tutional prohibition, 1 am confident

that the successor of General Iriberri-
will continue the good things that

he had started, in the remaining -
~months of my term},” Aquino said. -
: had served as comrnanding general
 of the Army’s 7th Infantry Dmsxon
- in Nueva Ecija province. '

* Magiging acting Chief of Staff si

" 1t. Gen. Clorioso Miranda, na kilala
" 52 pagiging mapanurt af maparaan

bilang strategist at sundaio [Lt. Gen.

-Glorioso Miranda, who isknown asa

thorough strategist and soldier, wili be

. the acting Chief of Staff],” he added.
In tesponse, Miranda assured that-

the mititary will remain apolitical in
the May 9 elections.

Your AFP is commitied to achiev-
ing orderly and peaceful conduct
of these coming elections,” said
Miranda, who assumed his post 17
days before the polls.

"As oftenly said, the AFP will re-

rialalabing mga buwan ‘ng ating : main apolitical and stretch its means--
“to contribute to this end,” he added. .

Miranda, lriberri's Philippine
Military Academy 1983 class-

~“Gur-country is'nearing-onesof -
- its finiest moments, national and -
lotal elections a few days fromi how,

Page: A3

‘mate, was former commander

of the AFP's Northern Luzon
Commiand (Nolcom).
. Before he was Nolcom chief, he

He alsa led the Army's 25th
Infantry Battation, 1002nd Brigade.
-~ Miranda was also a Dean of Aca-
demics of the AFP Command and
General Staff College and later on
the General Headquarters and Head-
quarters Service Command at Camp
Aguinaldo,the-military's.general

‘headquirterslocated in Quezon City.

~"A Scout Ranget, a paratroop-
er, an infantry and an intellj-
gence officer, he has a master’s
degree in National Security and
Business Administration.

Miranda is the 7th and final AFP
chief appointed by Aqumo, who
steps down onjune 30 S

Former President Glona Macapa-
gal-Arroyo had 11 chiefs of staff in
her nine years in office.
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Sayyaf

ZAMBOANGA CITY - At~
least seven Marines were wound-
ed inan encounter with the Abi; -
- ﬁroupled byHazruHahAsbangm'

€ vicimity of Barangav Tugas, a”
mountainous village m Patikul : -
o fered casualties but an exact num-

Sayyaf yesterday in Suly;

The soldiers wete on a ‘search
and rescue mzsezon for kldnap :

v;(‘hms U

Ma} Fﬁefnon Tan ]r qpokes-

the bandits retreated to the forest.

There was no immediate sight-
ing of any hostages during the
encounter,

The dash occurred as the mii-

tary intensified search and rescue
operations to prevent the Abu

. cap’nveq is notmet.

“mian for Western Mindanao Com-
‘hand (Westmincom), said spe-
clalized forces ran into the bandit

town atabout 11 am. :
-+ Tan'said the troops of the _Spe—_

Sayyaf from harming its captives

following an ultimatum that

lapses on Monday if the demand
of P300 miltion each for the Samal

- Canadians John Rléq.del Rob-
ert Hall, Norwegian Kjartan
Sekkingstad and Filipina Marites

cial Operations Command (SOC)

10 and 627d Matine Company

fought it out with the Aby Sayyaf
for an hour.” .
‘He said the enemy side suf-

-ber could not be determined as

Hlor were kidnapped on Sept. 21

in Samal Island in Davao.”
Aside from the four cap-

tives, the Abu Sayyaf was also

.. believed to be holding a Dutch .
“national; 14 Indonesians,-four
Malayqzam a Chinese. woman. .
“and six Filipnos.

in clash with

By ROEL PARENO
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" OnTuesday, the US Air Force

“The Arfﬁe.d' Férceé 'of--h.thé :

_Philippines (AFP) remains tight-

lipped over the recent flying
mission conducted by the Us-

air contingent in the vicinity of
Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal.
A number of senior military

Sfficials who attended yester-

day's AFP change of command
at Camp Aguinaldo ali declined

o comment on the recent US P

air sortie. el
" We don't have any knowl-

Scarborough

edge about it,” said two of the

senior officials, whose respec-

" Notthern. Luzon Command
{Nolcom) commander L. Gen,
Romeo Tanalgo also dedined to
comment on the recent US air
atrol near Panatag Shoal.

Tanalgo’s unit has overail
command of the entire mili-

e

air patrol over

By JAIME LAUDE

tive units have air and maritime _ fr
jurisdictions -over the entire -
West Philippine Sea and South
. China Sea. : .

s

Emmanuel Bautista was seen
at Camp Aguinaldo discussing

things with an unnamed Chi-
nese military defense attaché.
- The two were standing near
the AFP Public Affairs Office
and seen talking to each other
after attending the AFP com-

“mand turhover, an event’pres:

sided over by President Aquino.

szid it has dispatched an attack

‘aircraft, along with its primary

combat search and rescue he-
licopters, for an air mission in
international airspace but within
the vicinity of Panatag Shoal.

.. 5/Sgt. Benjamin Stratton of
~the Pacific Air Forces Public Af-

fairs (PAFPA) sai_d'USI’ACOM’s

Air Contingent operations at

+Clark Air:Base involved four.
"A-10Cs Thiinderbolts ‘and two-
“HH-60G Pave Hawks. - - o

- “The A-10s and HH-60s con-
ducted a flying mission throth
international airspace in the

“vicinity of Panatag Shoal west

of the Philippines providing
air and maritime situational
awateness. These missions pro-
mote transparency :and safety
of movemerit in international

waters and airspace,” Stratton’

.said in a statement yesterday, .

~‘He said the atrcraftare partof
the “Air Contingent in the Phil-
ippiries” specifically to conduct
operations ranging from air and
maritime domain awareness,
personally recovery, combating
Eiracy and to assure all nations

ave access to air and sea do-
mains throughout the region in

accordance with.international

law.
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Pahina. ..._..%_..___

KINUMPIRMA ng ‘pepartment of National Defense na
ang hansanyg China ang pasimunio ng prablema sa
West Prillippine Sea na: pilit namang ‘binibigyah ng
solusyon ang ‘aniomang leritoriat dispute 'sa dipioma-

“tikp at mapayapang ‘paraan sa kablia ng p gpapadala
 anomang hakang i s

‘g China rig military aireraft s: West Philippine Sea.
Ayon ¥y Defenise Spokesp o Peter Paul Galvez,
‘vini gagewa ang Pilipinas ng anorang NEXEER Vas:
magpapainit ng tensiyon 54 pinag-aagawang teloyo. . -
'_.r::--é-A'n'g*pég'p'épadal'a:';jnd*empianong.paﬁdigma::saz-ﬁiery
Cross Raef o Kagitingan e “ay.malingw’um nong bagpa-
pekita g mili_t_'aris_a'sybh_'s_a-'rehiynn IR R
- Una neng Kinumpirmia ng ‘China ha sa kaua:
pagkakataon ay Ragpadela ang Chira Ny mitary alfcraft $2
Kagfingan rest para sunduin g mga sundalang may: mala-
lang karamdaman, = MARY ANNE SAPICO
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Getting started on

a transformatlon journey

¥ HE Armed Forces of the
“Philippines (AFP) took a
_while to get siarted on its
‘transformation program,
But once it got started, it has moved

with the program and made progress

with it very quickly. It has been the
fastest “national government agency
(NGA)” that has gone through the
first three phases of the governance
pathway. After obtaining “proficiency”
status within the Performance Gover-
nance System (PGS), the adaptation
into loeal Philippine circumstances
of the balanced scorecard, it worked

towards being branded an “Island .

of Good Governance,” It was one of

-only 12 Philippine government units.

that were presented as exemplary
practitioners — with breakthrough
results that were audited and verified
by a team of external auditors - of a
system for good gevernance and anti-
corruption before an APEC audience
in November, 2015, Considering that
the AFP started adapting the system
into itsinfernal processes only in 2012,
the pace at which it has been traveling
on the governance pathway has been
amazingly fast.

It took some time, however, before
it decided to start on its transforma-
tion journey. This has been, in part,
due to the size and complexity of the
AFP organization: a decision of such
a strategic character — such as that
of embarking on a {ransformation
journey — should be taken with a lot
of discermment and cautionary pru-
dence, To be fair, the AFP was being
nudged towards adapting the PGS,
‘which in effect is the Philippine ver-
.sion of the balaneced scorecard, sinee
the early part of 2010.

,  ~The outgomg administration cel-
‘ebrated the agreement the Philippines
iWas able to forge with the Millennium
Chailenge Corporation (MCC) of the
US. It secured a “partner status” after
the Philippines demonstrated that six
national government agencies (NGAs)
had embarked on a goed governance
(antz-corruptmn} program, whxch had

PO S e

The partnershlp agreement with the
MCC was formally signed, after the
new administration ‘had takeén office
in the second half of 2010.

. — The Office of the President had
issued a Memorandum Order expand-
ing the coverage of the good gover-
nance program beyond the original

“six NGAs. Since the Philippine Navy
had started on such a program before

this Memorandum Order was issued,
the Office of the President included
the AFE the Philippine Army, and the
Philippine Navy in the expanded list
of NGAs encouraged to go through
the PGS-balanced scorecard good
governance program.

.=.On the basis of such an encour-.

agement from the Office of the Presi-

dent, the Philippine Army decided fo. .

formulate and then execute an Army
Transformation Program. This seon
started to deliver good results, which
were promising of future transforma-
tion of the Army. Given the relative
size and importance of the Army
within the AFP structure, the positive
developments that were beginning to
happern in the Army could not escape
the notice of the general headgquar-
ters, and thus of the AFP

Before the ATP finally decided to
get started with its own transforma-
tion program, it had internalize —and
fully understand as well as appreci-
ate — the three basic demands of the
PGS-balanced scorecard good gover-
nance program. And it had {o make a
determination that in fact these basic
demands would meet some, if not
most, of the felt-needs of the AFE It
soon came o increasingly realize that
the following dernands would help ad-
dress some of its basic needs:

- A good governance program is
all about the long-term strengthen-
ing and further development of the
institution as a whole. The focus is
on the long term, i.e. over a stretch of
many years, In the case of the Army,
the decision was to take the entire
period between 2010 and 2028. The
AFP decided to adopt this same long-
term perspective. It recognized that
to further strengthen and develop the

at some foreseeable future, it would
take many years. This has many ad-
vantages, not the least of which is to
untie any possible connection of the
progress of the AFP transformation
program with the much shorter politi-
cal cycle (with every Administration
limited only to six years).

- Good governance is much less
about personalities, and s0 much
more about the entire institution as
such, in this case the AFP Taking
into account the fast turn-over of the
AFP chiefs of staff, whose terms of
service have been kepf short by cur-
rent Philippine law (as inspired by
the Philippine Constitution), the im-

..portance of personal legacy. projects_ _
that individual AFP chiefs of staff may

be inclined to focus on is reduced to.
relative insignificance compared to
the much greater focus on those initia-
tives and programs for the long-term
development and strengthening of the
AFP as a whole.

— A governance system is compre-
hensive in its coverage and concerns.
It covers the skills and.motivation. of
personnel; the efficiency of internat
core processes; the service to the
general public and the perception
the public may have of the AFP; the
financial constraints; and finally the
socio-economic impact of AFP pro-
grams and sirategies. Budgets and
fund sources are only one of five criti-
cal facets that a governance program
covers. Moreover, all policies and
programs ~- including all doctrines
and operating systems — need to be
properly interconnected with each
ether in mutually reinforecing fash-
ion. Alignment, as the AFP would
soon find out, is key to the success
of a governance and transformation
pregram.

These demands can be mmd—
boggiing for an organization as big
and complex as the AFF But after due
deliberation, and with an eye trained
on what the Army was beginning to
experience, the AFP finally made a de-
cision: in 2012, it decided to starton a
good governance and iransformation
nourney, adopting the PGS-balanced
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Eakl‘r ang dammg hehcopTer E
ng hilitar; may digmaan ba, | Hmd: gmagam:'r mta
_inatake ba fayo ng China? ang mga 'yan sa panga- | -

o ngampcmyai 5

Ang | nakakcxfuwa pa -
A\ riyan, perang taum-
{ . -bayan ang ipanangga~".'
gasolma 5a mga yani '
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www. bomboradyo.com

Seguridad sa Sultan Kudarat, hinigpitan kasunod nang encounter,

re: NPA patay

By Bombo KoronadatPosted in Latest News™ -+ 70 aee 0000 Dies - :

(Update) KORONADAL CITY - Mas hinigpitan ngayon ang seguridad sa Brgy. Datablao sa bayan ng
Columbio, Sultan Kudarat.

lto'y matapos mapatay ang isang pinaniniwalaang miyembro ng New People's Army {NPA) sa nangyaring
sagupaan sa 3%th Infantry Batallion sa nasabing lugar.

Una rito, sa panayam ng Bombo Radyo Koronadal kay Captain Danny Boy Tapang, tagapagsalita ng
38th IB, nasa 10 tauhan ng NPA na tinaguriang Guerilla Front 72 ang nakasalubong ng kanilang tropa
habang nagpapatrolya dakong alas-2:00 kahapon na nauwi sa engkwentro.

Maliban sa hindi nakikilalang rebelde, nakuha naman sa pag-iingat nito ang isang M-16 rifle.

Wala namang nasugatan o nasawi sa panig ng militar sa naturang insidente.

www dwdd.com.ph

~NEW LEADERSHIP Il Miranda replaces Iriberri on military’s top post

iCamp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, DWDD — On April 22,
2016, General Hernando DCA Iriberri, Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief of Staff has formatly retired
from military service in a Change of Command and Retirement Ceremonies at Camp General Emilio
Aguinaldo on the same day of his 56™ birthday. The said ceremony was attended by President Benigno S.
Aguino lI, Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin, and DILG Secretary Senen Sarmiento and othey key

officials in the government.
Iriberri relinquished his post after serving for about nine months since his assumption in July 10, 2015.
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in the said ceremony, President Aquino, commander-in-chief, appointed Lieutenant Genera! Glorioso
Miranda, former AFP Vice Chief of Staff, as the new AFP Chief of Staff. His acting capacity is because
miberri’s mandatory retirement came at a time when appointments are banned due 1o elections.

Prior to his position, Miranda served as the 26" Commander of the Northern Luzon Command of the AFP
(NOLCOM) and Commander of the 25" Infantry Battalion during the Army's all-out war against the
southern secessionists. He was also a Dean of Academics of the AFP Command and General Staff
College and later on the General Headquarters and Headquarters Service Command at Camp Aguinaldo.
Miranda also served as a Scout Ranger, a Paratrooper, and an infantry and Intelligence officer with

commando training in the United Kingdom.
During the turnover ceremony, Lt. Gen Miranda said that the military will assure that the May © elections

will be peaceful and orderly.

He also vowed to continue to pursue undesirable elements that disturb the balance and sow terrorism in
the country.

Miranda also added that the AFP, under his watch, will continue to fight for peace. “Peace is not a
destination, but a continuing journey.”, the new acting Chief of Staff said on F riday.

In his valedictory speech, outgoing AFP Chief lriberri expressed his gratitude to the people who has
helped him through the years of his military service including Pres. Aquino, , and most especially the
members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

Iriberri also expressed his sadness over the death of the 18 soldiers during the Basilan Encounter last
Aprii 8. He also said that he salutes their sacrifice in name of service to the courtry.

He mentioned that throughout his military service, he only applied one leadership principle, and that is in
order to be a good leader, one must leam {0 understand the people and the situation.

Before the ceremony ended, Pres. Aquine, in his closing address, proudly stated the improvement of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines under his term such as augmentation in the soldiers’ allowance,
additional housing units for the soldiers, and the overall modernization of the AFP.

The President ended his speech by saying, “The Filipino is definitely worth dying for.”

Both hriberri and Miranda are members of Philippine Military Academy “Matikas” Class of 1983,
(LMC/CSAIALS)
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www.interaksyon.com

PNoy attends AFP chief's retirement rites without naming
successor

By: Jaime Sinapit, InterAksyon.com
April 22, 2016 12:42 PM

President Benigno S Aquino I1] presides af the Change of Commaind Ceremony and Refirement Cersmoriy for AFP Chief 3
General Hernando Iriber at the AFP General Headguarters Grandstand of Camp Emilio Aguinaldo n Friday (April 22, 2016). .

MALAGANANG PHOTO BUREAU ©

InterAksyon.com
The online news portal of TV5

MANILA, Philippines - (UPDATE, 5:57PM) President Benigno Aquino 11l attended the parade marking the
retirement of General Hernando Iriberri in Camp Aguinalde on Friday but did not name a successor to the
outgoing Armed Forces of the Philippines chief of staff, who turned 58.

There had been talk that Irriberi might be given an extension of his term by Aquino, who himself is winding
down his six-year presidency.

Iriberri is facing criminal and administrative charges before the Office of the Ombudsman over the
scrapping of two high-explosive ammunition contracts worth P97.8 million and a separate arms smuggling

case,
Without a replacement for Iriberri, the AFP will be led by an acfing chief of staff until the next president
names a new one after assuming office.

The President, meanwhile, designated Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda the Acting Chief of Staff.

Miranda is a member of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) “Matikas” Class of 1983,

When Aquine assumed office in 2010, he refused to recognize the late General Delfin Bangit, who had
been appointed AFP chief by former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo in March that year, Bangit nipped
the controversy by going into early retirement in June.
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Acting AFP chief orders all military members to comply with
directives securing May 9 polis

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, April 22 (PNA} —- As he formally assumes command of the Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) albeit in an acting capacity, Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda ordered all officers and entisted personnel to

comply with the directives issued to ensure the coming May 9 elections.
‘As | emphasized earlier, let us secure the conditions that would lead to the conduct of a free, orderly,

peaceful and credible 2016 national and local etections,” he added.

The same directives also calls for the 125,000-strong AFP to remain apolitical and non-partisan.

As this develops, Miranda said operations against rebel and terrorist groups in Mindanao would continue
until all these threats were neutralized.

These groups are believed to be responsible for a series of kidnapping incidents and bloody clashes in the
region.
"Around the countryside, particularly in our southern territories, we will refentlessly pursue undesirable

etements that continue to sow terror among our peace-loving citizens, those who disturb the balance that
provide the platform for economic growth and development,” he said.

The acting AFP chief also thanked President Aquino for supporting the AFP modernization program,
which led to many completed procurement under newly-retired Gen. Hernando DCA Iriberri’s term.

It was during Iriberri’s nine months that the two supersonic FA-50PH lead-in fighter jets and new combat
helicopters were delivered to the Philippine Air Force, the arrival of 100 armored personnel carriers for the
Philippine Army and three landing craft heavies (LCHs) for the Philippine Navy.

~ But Miranda said equipment did not automatically translate to capability as there was still the need to
improve capability acquisition and resourcing.
He added that the AFP should expand its medemization in the realm of international defense and security

engagements. (PNA)
RMA/PFN

www.pna.gov.ph
US aircraft conducts 1st maritime situational awareness flight in

Clark

MANILA, April 22 (PNA) - Four A-10C "Thunderboit” lls and two HH-80G "Pave Hawks” conducted their
first maritime situational awareness flight out of Clark Air Base in Pampanga last April 19, the US

Embassy in Manila said.
The aircraft are part of the US Pacific Command’s Air Contingent deployed to Clark Air Base.

The deployment of the aircraft, which have remained behind in the Philippines after participating in
"Balikatan" 2016, will include conducting operations such as air and maritime domain awareness,
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personnel recovery, combating piracy, and helping to assure that all nations have access to air and seg
domains throughout the region in accordance with international law.

All operations and deployments are planned and executed with the consent and cooperation of the
Philippine government.

The maritime situational awareness operation took the A-10s and HH-60s through international airspace
to the west of Luzon.

Missions such as this one promote transparency and safety of movement in international waters and
airspace, and showcase the US commitment to ally and partner nations as well as to the Indo-Asia-Pacific
region’s continued stability.

“Imter-operability with the Philippine military is at the forefront of our mission,” Air Contingent head Col.
larry Card said.

“The standup of the Air Contingent promotes this collective focus as we buiid upon our already strong
aliiance, and reaffirm our commitment to the Indo-Asia-Pacific region.”

All personnel in this deployment are airmen assigned to various Pacific Air Forces bases, and include
aircrew, maintainers, logistics and support personnet, (PNA)
JMC/PEN

www. bomboradvo.com

Bangkay ng nawawalang army major, natagpuan na

By Bombo Jerald UiepPosted in Latesi News v oo s o o ST e e
--Matapos ang-halos isang-linggo, natagpuan na-ang-bangkay ng Army major na nawawala sa diving
exercise sa Island Garden City ng Samal.

Ayon kay Maj. Ezra Balagtey, spokesman ng Eastern Mindanao Command, natagpuan ang labi ni Maj.
Hector Dongail ng Navy technical divers sa tulong ng remote-operated vehicle sa Talikud island kaninang

hapon lamang.

"The cadaver was retrieved by technical divers this afternoon April 22, after almost seven days of search
and rescue," ani Balagtey.

Huling nakita si Dongail kasama ang mga military officers sa isang proficiency diving exercise noong
umaga ng Sabado.

Idineklara itong missing matapos ang isa't kalahating oras dahit hindi na siya nakita sa lugar.

Si Dongail ay miyembro ng Philippine Military Academy (PMA) class of 1999,

“in behalf of the officers, men and employees together with the family we thank everyone for your support
and prayers," dagdag ni Balagtey.
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