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mer, said to be part of the pri-

_Rolando Espmosa and his

-~ homietown early yesterday, -

- rector Chief Supt. Elmer Cruz

s in'a'compound occupled by Albuera
se officers examining the body of one

spmgsa hmase

~ By MIRIAM DESACADA
PALO, Leyte ~ Six armed

-vate army of Albuera Mayor:
'Were on routine patrol in ‘the”

area when the armed group

son- Kerwin, were killed in'a
-opened fzre from one of the'_

- shootout with police in their -

Acting -police regional di- -
 pinosa group were occipving
- Beltejar said the lawmen re-
" tumed fire at the armed group
in Sitio Tinago, Barangay Ben- -

olho Where three houses of the '

-Espmosas are located:’

Beltejar said the pohcerﬁen: :

hotises: i
: “The% members of the Es-

one of the Espinosas’ houses,

'specnﬁcally where the rooster

Tum io Page &

6 klﬂedi From Pagh 1

B farm;sloca%ed They flred ﬁrst

.50 our. policémen were forced .-

1o fire back,” Beliejar said.
Beltejar said the six fatahhes
have yet to be identified.
Initial reports idemified
two of the slain suspects as
Ricky Gravello of Ormoc City
and Teresito Paderangga of

. Zamboanga City: Threeothers:

- were ‘only known as “Tatay,”
"Bdgar” and “Intsik.”

Beltejar said the policemen
initially encountered azound
12 men armed with automatic
weapons.

After the firefight, some of
the suspects escaped, leaving
behind several high-powered
assault rifles, automatic hand-
guns and rifle grenades.

The clash came a dayv after
Mayor Espinosa surrendered

to Philippine National Police -
~were found near the foyer of

* the mayor’s house, two were

{PNP} chief Director Genera]
Ronald dela Rosa. :

Authorities alleged Es—'

pinosa has been protecting
drug dealers, including his
son Kerwin, who has not sur-
rendered.

Espinosa surrendered with-

- in'the 24 hour deadline given
to him by: Pre'sldent Duterte:.

to yield or a “shoot-ot-sight” =

order would be issued against .

him and his son. Dela Rosa has

- warned the younger Espinosa

"will die” if he elects o shoot
it out with police.

PNP spokesman Senior
Supt.:Dionardo:Carlos said:

‘the armied et are belisved:

to be part of the Espinosa
group.

“There was no reason why
policemen would open fire
(first). The shots came from

inside one of the houses, so.

after the exchange of gunfire
the policemen went inside
the house after the threat was
neutralized. They entered only

in the aftermath of the opera-
' _hon,

Carlos sa1d. ”
“Two of the slain suspects

shot in the area where fight-
ing cocks are bred and two
others lay dead by the gate of
Kerwin's compound. ..
Carlos clarified the pohce—
men were not on a mission to

' rald the Espinosa houses but

they were on routine patrol

. when they flgured ina ﬁreﬁgh’t

with the group. - .
It is:normal’ duty to- con-.
‘duct patrol operations in the
community. The operation
'did not specifically target the
compound of the mayor. Un-
fortunately, they were fired
upon,” he said.

-Carlos said the mayor will
be asked by the police Crimi-=. .
nal Investigation and Detec-
tion Group (CIDG) about the
presence of armed men in his
house.

“We will trace the guns,
the guns registered under his
name should be at his house,”
Carlos said.

Espinosa appeared before
the CIDG yesterday, with his
lawyer Romeo Esmero speak-
ing on ‘his behalf.

Estiiers denfed the armect
men killed in the mayor's
house were his bodyguards.

- The mayor never tolerated
his son Kerwin's forays into
illegal drugs, the lawyer said.

Esmero also denied the
mayor was involved in drug
trafficking.

An emotional Espinosa, for
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his part, pleaded to his son |

to surrender, saying the PNP
chief has given assurance to
assist them, . -
-~ .“Kerwin please surren-
“der. PNP chief Dela Rosa
promised o help you,” Es-

‘pinosa told reporters, after -
he gave his statement before .

the CIDG .in a closed-door
meeting. - B

. Carlog said authorities are
looking into reports the young- -
er Espinosa has already fled
the country. There were reports.

that Kerwin underwent plastic
surgery to change his facial ap-
pearance to evade arrest. . 1

Reports said Kerwin left for -

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia last

June21.on Cebu Pacific BIght. police yesterday. -

CBJB0L:

o The Es}?i'no_s'éé' have beert.

linked to major drug traffick-
_ ing in Bastern Visayas. _
Dela Rosa said Mayor Espi-
nosa had been listed in police
records as a “drug protector”
whose son controlled the naz-
cotics trade in the region.

~%The fhayor-was the sécond:
high-profile drug suspect to

turn himself in after being ac-
cused of drug-related crimes
by Duterte.

Visayas regional poli
“Loot denied the allegations

o5
One of the six men killed lies at the gate of Mayor Rolando Espi-

nosa’s residence in Albuera, Leyte following an encounter with

o A..l.‘.lt.}_‘;f_};!éi’II}IZOCe;ﬂ:.(:).f.f._.iéi;’;.i_i,iD_E.;aﬁ;__.-
bantayan, CebirMayor Vicente:

Loot, was one of five police
generals linked by Duterte to
the illegal drug trade.

Loot is & retired police gen-
eral who served as anti-nar
cotics unit chief of the Central

of Duterte as well as reporis
linking him to Kerwin.
“] never knew him. I heard

“about him when T was Central -
Visayas (anti-narcotics) chief.1 "

did not use him as an asset in
iltegal drugs,” he said.

Loot said that in 2011, he
learned the regional police
were hunting Kerwin, He said
he even furnished a copy of

. ‘the warrant of arrest for the
e yé_ﬂri’géf-ﬁEé@i’ﬁbs a“to police=

men. — Lalaine Jimenea,
Cecille Suerte Felipe, Evelyn
Macairan, AP, AFP
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Military
communities

 DAVAQ CITY - The military is will-

. ing to puil out its troops stationedin in-

digenous peoples’ (umad) communities

1o allow residents to return home, ac- -

cording to 10th Infantry Division Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Rafael Valencia.

But Valencia was guick to add that
the New People’s Army (NPA) should
also leave the vicinity of these com-
munities.

In a presg conference yesterday,
vValencia said the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) was willing to sup-

‘port calls to put & stop to the militari: ©

R R

ready to pull out of lumad

if NPA does the same

- gation in TP communities, but on the

condition that forces of the Communist
Party of the Philippines (CPP), National

Democratic Front (NDF), and NPA do.

the same. -

“He who is the cause of the cause
is the cause of them all,” Valencia said,
quoting President Duterte, in reference
to CPP-NPA-NDF insurgents.

He underscored that what was
keeping the military from pulling out
its troops from these areas was the
presence of the rebel groups, who
were causing all the trouble in these
communities.

w4 isnotonly the-AEP;Wnich.should. .

P

_ceasefire with the CPP-NPA-NDFE

‘pull out but all armed groups becatse
they are the cause why we are there in

. ‘the area. The NPA is causing trouble in

the mountains,” he said. g

He alleged that the NPAs were i«ieen

‘on driving a wedge between the govern-

ment and the people. S
He said the military holds opera-
tions in these communities to “bring the
peopte closer to the government,
Eastern Mindanao Command (East-
Mincom) commander Maj. Gen. Rey
Leonardo B. Guerero said that military
and NPA encounters have resumed after
Duterte lifted last Saturday the unilateral

i
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AVAQ CITY - Another mem-
‘ber of the Civiian Armed
Forces Geographical Unit
(CAFGU) was killed in a
firefight with New People’s Army (NPA}
rebels in Cotabato, Monday, less than a
week after the death of 2 militiaman in
an ambush by insurgents put in peril
peace talks between the government

an NPA ambushin Barangay Gupitan,

" Kapalong, Davao del Norte in the morn-

ing of July 27,00 Iess than 48 hours after

President Duterte declared a unilateral

ceasefire with the Communist Party of

the Philippines (CPP), Nationai Demo-
cratic Front (NDF), and NPA.

The incident was later dencunced

by an irate Duterte, who lifted the

.and the ieftist group.

Oscar Emba, 53, died from SIX gun-
shot wounds after he shot it out with
communist rebels. His assailants even
took his motorcycle after the encounter
that started at 7 p.m. Monday.

Emba was agsigned at the Balabag
CAFGU Active Auxiliary (CAA) Detach-
ment at Crossing Birada, Kidapawan.

Tis death came less than a week
after another militiarman was killed in

- available-forces, continue offensives
~and support jaw enforcement opera-
“Utjons,” Maj:-General Rafdel Valencla,

10th Infantry Division, said of the Co-
tahato incident..: i
Another attack happened at 9:30
p.n. aiso last Monday when the NPA
reportedly attacked the Sallab detach-
rnent in Magpet, North Cotabato. There

epasefireorder Friday. oL was no sizalty reported from both
"We shall use and deploy ait our “gides e A
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3 soldiers hurt in Basilan ambush

7 AMBOANGA CITY - Three soldiers were wounded

| in an ambush by suspected Abu Sayyaf bandits in Maluso,

Basilan before dawn yesterday.

 The Basilan police identified two of the victims as Cpl.

Guidula and Pfe. Sanico Carnor, members of the 14th Special
Forces Co. They were brought to the Basilan Community
Hospital for treatment. ’

. Maj. Filemon Tan Jr,, spokesman for the Western Mindanao |
Command, said the soldiers were patrolling Barangay Townsite |
at around 3:30 a.m. when they were waylaid. - Roel Parefio |
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4 Army soldiers face
discharge for drug use

BY VICTOR REYES

FOUR Army soldiers arc due for
dishonorable discharge from
military service after confirma-
tory tests showed them positive
for iflegal drug use, the Army
said vesterday.

Nine other sokdhers, including
three officers, tested negative in
the confirmatory test, said Army

headquarters in T aguig City.
Hao said the four-2a staff ser-
geant and three corporals - will
remain under Army custody
pending their separation from
the service. “
“They will be discharged dis
honorahlyand they are ot going
to recejve any henefits,” he said.
Hao said the nine others were
cleared “based on basiC reasons

Page: _1

spokesman Col. Benjamin Hao. - they werc taking up mainte-
All 13 soidiers were placed nance medicines.” The ping
ander Army custody last month cleared were two Leutenant
afrerinitially testing positive in  colonels. a major, TWO staff set-
2 random drug test that covered SRR, reererriei ;

3500 personnel at-the Army " See 4 ARMYD- Page B7 |

organization,” he said.

Hao also said will ordet ran-
dom and mandatory drug tests
«when he feels there are still
drug nsers” in the Army.

wrhe commanding general
(Army chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo
Afo) clearly said that we will
rid the organization of drug us-
ers. They have no place i our:

ship is dead serious in ridding

4 A'Rm the organization of personnel

geants-,‘-a-sex:geant,aco:pora_l, a .. :_h_ooked on illegal drugs. The

nrivate first class, and a private. Armiy hasabout 85,000 officers
Hao said the Army ieader- and enlisted personnel.

e —

¥ [

3
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4 soldiers. -
_positive for drugs
- Meanwhile, foul Army per-
sornel arefading dismnissal from -
service aﬁer_é&iéy.testedjpnjsitive
for driguse: 7 S e

*Army PO ccmnan Col. Ber
jamin Hao said the four were -
mong the 2,500 officers and
enlisted p'ersonnel"_Who ‘m-
gerwent random drug tests at
the Army headquarters at Fort
Bonifacio in Taguig last month.

. They were among; the 13 oifi-
cersand men who were brought
to a medical cacility in Quezon
City {or-confirmatory drug test

o artn, - With Ghio Oy (8
- getls Echeminadﬁ_,]gﬁm:é L_aude i
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BUTUAN CITY - Officials of the |
Army’s4th Infantry (Diamond) Divigion
4th ID) are eyeing two military camps

have surrendered o the government
and volunteered to be rehabititated.

Army division in Mindanao, i8 planning
to temporarily establish rehabilitation
‘centers for currendered drug depen-
‘dentsin the carnps of Butuan City ané’
Malaybalay City: P

To date, 25,582 drug users and 634
pushers have surrendered to local offi-
cials and police guthoritiesin northeast- !
ern Mindanao {Caraga region) alone, L
while nearly the same aumber of arug
offenders have given themselves up in i

_northern Mindanao (Region 10).
“pgp officials oithe4thID yesterday
hegan conducting ocular inspections,
looking for available puildings at Camp
RBancasi (Butuan City) and Camp Osito
Bahian (Malaybalay City) to house su
rendered drug personalities.

The command group of the 4th ID
girected field commanders o closely
coordinate with local government units
and concerned ime agencies of the
government tp make the treatment and
rehabilitation centers available as s00n
as possible.

Maj. Gen. Benjamin K. Madrigal,
Jr, commanding general of the 4th ID,
said this was in response t0 President
Duterte's call for military camps to

" he utilized a% rehabilitation centers |
for willing drug dependents. Mike U. -
Crismunde) i

1 .
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for NBI inmates

?Si-gsﬁtré!'la'ffq_" es. ;

| Viraliano Aguirre Il said

nilitary camips across the-country will soon
hecome ¢ sfention’ centers “fot inmates i
tize mazinyum securicy at the National Billz
bid Prison (NBP).- . G
i Retired Marine Maj. Gen: Alexander Ba-
ilutan, the incorning director of Bureau of
‘Corrections (BuCor), has inspected the Ca-
"ballo Island in Cavite t0 check the facilities
for inmates. R

i The overwhelming number of drug sus-
: Z;'ipet_:'_r's--; who: surrendered.fo the police has
_;p_ro_r’zipted the government o look formore:
ifucilities to serveas deterition centers. LN
i+ “Because we dor't have (enough) rehabili-
‘tation facilities, we il se military camps,”
gaid Aguirreinan interview on Wednesday.

. He said Balutan and Enan Orceo, incom-
fing justice unde;'secretary,recently inspect-
led Caballo Island to check on the possible
itransfer of inmates.

J'U STICE Secretaty

i ity inttal asses'smerst’is.ﬂaat.we_-_can_._eggij}r_ _

*ansfer 160 imates and 40 sSUPpOTt person-.
ne} from BuCor t© Caballo Island,” said Gen.
Raditan in & text message to secretary Aguirre.

The text message was forwarded to Teporters.

Gen. Balutan also said that the facitities

-in the Caballo island will only requize Tmini-

mum repair. :

- We will just repair some facilities 0 suit

ow peeds with minimumn EXPENSEs,” said

Batutan.

o
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Rody !

By LeilaB. Saiaverrié. .

HE NEVER promised the troops '
arose garden: Bt justthe same, -

if they don't like his face any-

out, All they need to doiscall.

¥ w4 arn here with a specific du--

ty: to_serve the Repubtic. I
promised you a clean govern-
ment. It will be a clean govern-
'ment,” President Duterte told
wounded soidiers at AFP Medi-
tal Center in Quezon City on
Tuesday night. _

" A month after takirig office,
Mz Duterte is making the rounds

~of military camps: and. facilities .
across ‘the cotmtty 10 introduce -
Fisnself to the troops and 10 10pe -

the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines into his war on drugs.
RODY/ALT

more’thedeh't have to shoot
up ‘Malacafiang to drive him-

i

rompageAl .o L -

“He said he hoped the military -
would not be displeased with -
" his actions, as many people”

would be affected along the
way. - :

¢ 41 hope you WoN't get mad if
we're doing the right thing. You
might launch a coup d'etat andl
would be out of a job. Do not

launch a coup detat, just call
me in Malacafiang and say,
1oy, Duterte, jeave your office,

e will take over,” he joked.

¢ _“OR. Then come here and I

will annourice: ‘My countrymes,

these are.the NEW. [leaders] of -

our county. This is the chairman,
this would bring the new govern-
ment. Goodbye. It's all yours. I
wilt go home,” he added..

. wove than 500 people, most-
ly poor drug users, have been
willed since Mr Duterte

- Jaurniched:his war on drugs upon,

taking office on June 3000
. As of July 30, according to
the INQUIRER'S meonitoring, 170
people have been killed by vigi-
lantes and 355 have been slain.
during police operations. =

ds troops: No coup, please

" Ihe. killings have sparked:

global alarm at human rights vi-
olations in the Philippines, and.
drawn calls for a ¢ongressional
favestigation. oo S
put Mr. Diterte’ has said go-
ing to human rights advocates
would not save drug dealers
and pushers from death, and
Sen, Leila de Lima, who -has
called for a Senate inguiry into
the drug killings, has been
threatened with investigation
by the President’s allies in the
House of Representatives.

Jnvolving military '-

serve the peopie and improve
their lives and he would do s0
without tainting his administra-
tion with corruption.

He said the military should
have teams that would g0 after
drug traffickers.

SeseEyery militarys unit_should .
have one team—uot: all “of

them—that would be an an-
tidrug group,” he said.

Mr.....Baterte.. explained: 10
sraops his focus on the illegal

it Diterte fold the wounded:
“iroops that his intentiorwasio .

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLI

G AFFAIRS - Email add:{f@é&p{anﬂﬁ{m@gmaﬁ@om ~Tel no. (062) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Sewiﬁéﬁ the people. Securing the tand.




Army

Vision: By 2025,

& worid-class Army that is @ Source of national prije

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2012@gmall.

com — Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

rugs industry and called on the
oldiers to help fight the scourge.

Drug users are prone to corm-
nitting crimes, he said, and the
ntensified drive against drugs .
¢ one of the reasons why the
-rime rate has gone down.. . .

_“Ev‘erybady__'_has gone “into
1iding, afraid o be killed,” he
Mr. Duterte said he did o6t

want to kill people; but -added’

that he cotld not let a few peo-
ple destroy MAafly. i i :

“ije cannot build a country
by killing our own citizens. That

is a given. But.we cannot allow %

a group of men ora percefitage
of the civilians to destroy the
youth and to destroy our cotn--
ay hesaid. .- -

The President promised the
soldiers a raft of benefits, in-
cluding state-of-the-art medical
equipment and a New medical
building . worth' P500 million,

‘and; éventually, free education

for their children. :
The government and the mili-
tary mustwork together, he said,
assuring: the moops that they -
would get what they deserved.

-+ In  promising new medical
equipment, Mr. Duterte said he
would do away with the govern-
ment's practice of giving con-
tracts to the lowest bidders,
which had resuited in the state

getting-snbstandard eguipment. .
Heé said he would talk to the
‘Commission on-Audit-about his .

position.
As he visited wounded sol-

diers, Mr. Duterte rold thembes
was there'to share theirpaina &

- The Presiderit ermbraced 2nd
Lt. Jerome Jacuba, who was
blinded i a bomb explosion
during an operation in Maguin-
danao province in March.

Peace talks with Reds

contine - visiting - miliftary
camps ina charm offensive that
comes as ‘his administration

" Uit nsurgents.

TUMr Duterte is expected to0

pursues-peace talks with com-

o NO COUPDETAT,
PLEASE President
Duterte is making
the rounds of
military camps to

" introduce himself to
the troops and to
urgethemnotto
mount a putsch
against him, He
jokingly tells soldiers
at the Armed Forces
of the Philippines:
“Medical Centerin . -
Quezon City that .
they can just tell him
to leave office and he
willdoso, .. o0

" “The President declared a uni-
lateral ceasefire on July 25 to
encourage negotiations; but he
called it off fve days later after
the insurgents killed a militia-
man and wounded four others
in an ambush in Davao del

‘Norte province and failed to-re-

ciprocate with a “rriice declaris
Fion of thelr owry

Both sides say, however, that

they are still. 0 peace

cpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02}

845-9555 Local: 5285, 5283
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of awounded soldier recuperating at the AFP Medical Center inQue-

i LIGHTER SlD.E..?re'side.nt Rodrigc& Duterfe cracks 2 joke to the deligh{
1 z0m City on Wednesday, Aug. 3, 2016, Malacafiang photo
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. Philippines Medical - atism of the Armed Forces of the
o %ﬁ;‘:ﬂ%ﬁéigﬁ gp:éiste&r (AFPMC) ¢ _v’-ﬂﬁnafwénu'e%ﬁfgfggﬁhe':
g g siaent; b emone}"’l’lﬁbeusedm;;
Sedlombnep ‘??%St.r'#sf«t.a‘nﬁe@v'hﬁas’p‘%tsmaifﬁg%i?éi?ﬁ-.j

 AFP hospital gets P2 00-M... <t

\1{ counﬁfﬂf”s soidiers{_ ::: art (medical Facility} patl ecguipmeﬂt sa
i Duterte announced this during his visit giyera,” Duterte said. -
o battie casualty patients at the AFPMC. The President added: «pyerything will

‘_‘Magpasalamat tayo kay (Budget) pe quality and fast,” as he also assured
| Secretary (Benj amin) Diokno. Binigay that “it will be strictly in accordance with
| ‘hiya lahat 58 EUStO ninyo-na equipment 1€ Jaw.” '
ipafl {gang building,” netold injured froops . - ~Tn his speeeh. Duterte also said that
doctors, and irges, B #in the futiness of God's time,” Tiewould:
! Among the jtems to be purchased will | implementa program at Will_provideﬁee
he a magnetic resonance imaging (MED education to the children of soldiers.
equipment and Gamma ray which is used The President took time 10 personally
for the non-invasive treatment of tumors- interact with and give medical assistance
He sald these 88 ye expressed surprise 10 soldiers currently confined at the gaid
upon hearing that a national ipstitution ur- hospital.
_derthe:AFP. does not even nave an MRL The President even becamne emotional
e also noted {hatone of the buildings .- . whenhe nugged young officer, 2L, Jerome
of the AFPMC 18 ot suitable anymore 7 yaeuba; 28, ho sustained major injuries
for the confinement of soldiers who are when any improvised explosive device went”
hosp'italized,” so that he promised to give off as they were conducting clearing apera-
them a new building. tion in March.
Construction of the new yuilding As a result of the plast, Jacuba is nOW
would start two months from now, ne said. totally blind it his right eye, while his left
And as for the eguipment, Duterte said it eye, which suffered retinal detachment,

et e e T

i should be of hest quatlity to make sure that can only see light perception.
! soldiers and their families get the hest AFP doctors said there is DO maore
. medical care. chance for the YOung officer to be able

“Basta ang pinigay ni Sec. Diokno 54 io see again. He is currentiy undergoing
inyo ay half a billion (pesos) and it will be visual rehabilitation at the AFPMC and

released soon,” said the president. would soon learn how to use the Brailie
wThere will be 00 compromise in the  system. _
life of soldiers... Binigay niyo buhay niyo Jacuba, who i8 married with two

sa bayan, the 1east the country can do  children, is due for promotion to 1st
through me is o give you & state of the Lieutenant.

Y - 9 ‘ y {@g ¥ e + ' 8 i 2
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| Libreng pag-aaral sa
anak ng mga sundale

'LABIS na tinaluwa ng mga sundalo sa pangal

g mga sundalo 58 pangako ni

Pangulong Rody Dutarte, ‘na makapag-aaral na nang

% tibre:any kanllang mga anak, makaraang personal na

% bisitahin ng Pangulo ang mga sundalo na naka-confine

# sa V.Luna General’ Hosprtai (AFP Medical Canter) Que- :

i zon City kamakalawa.: :

L mmmmm?mawmwa&mf-
: AFP mapmbahan na nito.ang| pagialaan ng:R30B para:sa

LA kabxlang ga/ gagamng pagsasaayos
--pagbii‘ i ng equipment sa MR, gamrt $4 o
53 tumor at iba pang sakit ;

e Nangakonnaumionahmnwatatagalmmgagw
wing rmodemisasyon sa AFP at Sisgurubin din nitong maayos
af matazs na kalidad ang mga gagamz&n at bihilhxng prodszkto
pada sa pangmatagalan gamit.

At bilang pagidiala na Hiryvsa sa}mp}syo ng mga sundalo.
parg lamang masiguro ahy kafigiasan ng sambayanan Fiiping,
.lpmangak !i}reangedukasym “kardfang:mga anak. ;
: L 20O MARYANNE SAPICO -0 e
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“ggpecially -the President’s comment re-.

_ 1f you haven't completed
s_ei‘_"i!?_,d OfflCE‘i‘S Trainin.g_. Corps (
re%uirémem,‘:donrf despair A

" Even President Duterte; commander- |

in-chief of the 125,000 strong Armed

Forces, admitted that he did hot finish the - TR e
1 " The mandatory ROTC program was
“abolished after then president Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo signed the NSTP Jlaw
“in 2002. Congtess passed the measure’

course, which used to be
college students. . .
- "Youknow1am _
1 did not even finish ROTC but T'm not
into delays. Let's be frank. I don't want
Gelays and corruption,” he told soldiers

mandatory for

during his visit to the Armed Forces of

the Philippines Medical Center in Quezon
City last Tuesday. ... :

- Duterte is pushing for the revival of
«mandatory service to Ahe . ROTC: proz;

gram, believing this would promote
patriotism and keep the youth away
from drugs. R
He expressed support for the manda-
tory military training during a Cabinet
meeting in Malacafiang last Tuesday.
“Tt's interesting what was mentioned,

* garditig ROTC. How it's going t0 help in

the building up of disciphne and values,
especially in this generation, and how we
expect ROTC to be able to help build a

“sense of patriotism among the next gen-

eration,” presidential spokesman Ernesto
Abella said, i
" Efforts to push for the revival of man-
datory ROTC are now being discussed,
Abella added.

ROTC is one of three components of
the National Service Training Program

d your Re-
OTC).

not from the military. -

Stofi

pupilsiz. .

following the murder of Mark Chua, a

University of Santo Tomas student who

bared irregularities in his ROTC umit.
Chief presidential Jegal counsel Salva-

' dor Panelosaid in an earlier interview that .
the executive would ask allies in Congress .
a bill that would revive the manda-

tory ROTC program.

Youth group Anakbayan, hcﬁwevex’; has

shumbed down the proposal. - .- =

Anakbayan national chairman Vencer
Crisostomo said they would wage a
strong campaign against the proposal
because ROTC is an abusive and burden-

" The youthleader noted that ROTChas

a tainted record of stimulating power-
tripping, corruption, hazing and mindless
violence. It would also mean additional
fees and more burden to students.
~ROTC should be abolished, not made
mandatory. The program has never in-
stilled nationalism, social responsibility
or discipline. It is a training ground for
fascist repression and corruption,” Crisos-
torno said.
— Alexis Romero, Janvic Mateo

(NSTP): Othet courses offered are Civic:
Welfare Training Service, which deals -

Cwith community programs, and the

‘Literacy Training Service, which seeks "

“to'provide basic skills to public school

e (

{
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~ President Duterte is looking. -
at government-to—govemment'-:
procurement as.a means fo

" modernize the Armed. Forees

of the Philippines (AFP)and

thee Philippine National Police
{PNP), but indicated any deals-

would not include Chinar -
"We purchased from China

‘before... The police got China
M-16s,” he said, fearing the -

mlght be sabotaged

. Thatis sabotaée), :

country’s deferise program__'

o "Sinadya man ymz ng mga
 tonto rin doon ni “yung tiple
niyan pahiwi na. Tingnan mo .
“yung barrel:.Eh sabotahe ‘yan -
el (Thosé idiots purposely -
madetherifle cfooked. Lock at -
'~ the barrel.. '
_.he said, noting the apparent .
~defects and low quality of .

ﬁrearms from China .
o During a wisit to the. AFP
Medical Center on V. Luna’
Road in: Quezon City on Tues-
day, the President said he
would forgo the tedious bid>
ding’ process in government
to acquire more guns, ammu-
nition and equlpmem for the
military. .

- Although he wants o Ieave

“a legacy. of peace with threat
- groups in. the country during .

his six-year term, Duterte rec-
ogmzed the need to provide

the military with state-of-the-"

art equipment. -

“We should buy from
our traditional market. Ev-
erything will be quality and.

_..fast*he said, putting.onhold
details of some equlpment he

;was waiting for. P
_The President d1d not men-
“tion which markets, but the

government dealt with the
United States, Israel, Italy and -
France for items for the mod-

ernization program.

The AFP, for its part, is.
grateful for Duterte’s P500

million assistance to upgrade:

1ts premier military: hospital. -

/

This gesture of the President

'mamfesfs his genuine concern’
{for) the well-being of his sol--
“diers working for the accom-"

plishment of their missions,” the
AFP Public Affairs Office said.
In the same speech, Duterte
also expressed the need to
improve the patrol cars of the

PNP: = Chns‘tma Mendez,_...... ek

}alme Latde
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Bubﬁﬁayén daw |

ang ROTC....
Matagal o
‘Aa‘glyang
- nakabaon ah

GAGAWIN daw muling mandatory ang Reserve
Officers’s Training Corps (ROTC) para madisipli
na ang mga kabataan at huwag mahikayat na gn
manmit ng illegal na droga. Inaprobahan na wmane ni
President Rodrigo Duterte ang paghabalik ng ROTC,
ayon kay presidential spokesman Salvador Panelo.
Ang paghahayag sa pagbabalik ng ROTC ay inihayag
ng Presidente nang makapanayam ng media sa Mala-
eaiiang noong Lumes. Ayon pa kay Panelo, sinabi raw ni
Duterte na nawawala na ang pagmamahal ng kabata-
an 5a bayan kaya nararapat nang ihalik ang ROTC. L

Inalis ang ROTC noong 2001 makaraang mabulgar . . ..

‘ang corruption sa UST Corps of Cadet s ibinulgar 1277
mismo ng kadeteng si Mark Welson Chua. Ihinulgar. ...

T T A s -

ni Chea ang katiwalian sa organisasyong kinaaaniban
at nalathaia iyon sa The Varsitarian, opisyal na stu-
dent paper ng UST. Isinangkot ni Chiua sa kativalian
ang mga kapwa cadet officers. Subalit makaraang
ibulgar, pinatay si Chua, Makaraang patayin, binalot
siya ng masking tape, tinalian ang mga kamayat .
~saka Ipinaiool sa carpef at itinapon sa Pasig River. -
- Narekober ang kanyang bangkay. Nahuli ang isa mga
killer at nahatulan ng bitay. May mga nakakalaya pa
hanggang sa kasalukuyan. Ang pagkakapatay kay
Chua ang naging daan para lalong naging mabilis
ang pag-abolished sa ROTC, L
Ngayen ay bubuhayin na paman ang ROTC..
Pagkaraan nang ilang taong pagkaka-abolished ay
sapilitan na namang ipakukuha sa mga estudyante,
Bakit pa? Nalantad na may korapsiyong nagaganap
sa ROTC at marami ang nagpapatunay nito. Bakit
kailangan pang ibalik gayung Iayroon na namang
kapalit ang ROTC na mas nakikinabang ang mga
estudyante. Hindi naman nawawala ang paghkama-
kabayan ng mga kabataan dahil lang walang ROTC,
Noon pa man, kahit may ROTC ay marami pa rin
naman ang lulong sa droga.
Huwag na sanang i-revive ang ROTC. Magbago
Sana ang pasya ng Presidente ukol dite. Mapaglimi
sana niva ang isyung ito.

- Em&hadh: bacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Notorious drug dealer in Compostela Valley dead in joint military-

police ops
MANILA, Aug. 3 (PNA) - A notorious drug dealer in Laak town, Compostela Valley province died during a joint
military and police operation last July 31.

In a statement on Wednesday, 10th infantry Division public affairs office chief, Capt. Rhyan Batchar, confirmed
the death of Pablo Namanig in a shootout with soldiers and policemen serving him an arrest warrant in

Barangay Concepcion in Laak.

Namanig had been listed by the Philippine National Police (PNP) as one of the leading illegal drugs
personalities in the area. )

He also had a pending arrest warrant for murder at the Regional Trial Court Branch 3 in Nabunturan town.
Ratchar said that as the soldiers and policemen were about to serve Namanig his warrant of arrest, the latter
pulied out a .38 caliber revolver and fired several shots af the government forces, who fired back.

Namanig died at the COMVAL Provincial Hospital.

Recovered from his possessions were the .38 caliber revolver, three spent .38 caliber shells, PHP100 marked
meney, and "six heat-sealed cellophane containing marijuana fruiting tops " (PNA)
JMC/CVL/PFN

. bomboradyvo.com

2 NPA sumuko sa Agusan del Sur

By Bombo ButuanPosted in Latest News: o soie . 10 o s

BUTUAN CITY - Pinoproseso na upang matanggap ng dalawang miyembro ng New People's Army (NPA) ang
kanilang benepisyo matapos sumuko sa 26th Infantry Battalion, Philippine Army na nakabase sa Barangay
Nikolas, Talacogon, Agusan del Sur.

Una rito, bandang alas-2:00 ng hapon nang tumungo sa military headquarters ang dalawa na hindi muna
pinasapubliko ang pangaian na bahagi nang tinaguriang Guerilia Froni Committee-34 ng NFA na bithit ang
kaniiang mga baril.

Pormal naman silang tinanggap ng militar at ni Talacogon Mayor Jezrel Masendo sabay sa pagtiyak na may
matatanggap silang mga benepisyo.

Ang Comprehensive Local Integration Program (CLIP) ng lokal na pamahalaan ang siya namang
nagpoproseso sa kanilang pangangailangan.
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AFP nanghinayang sa pagkaka-udlot ng peace talks ng gobyerno sa

rebel groups

By Bombo Analy SoberanoPosted in Latest News . «ivonn :
Nanghihinayang ang Armed Forces of the Phthppmes {AFP) sa naucﬂo’r na hakbang ng gobyerno para sa

pagsusulong ng kapayapaan kasunod ng pagbalewala ng CPP-NPA-NDF na isinusulong ni Pangulong
Rodrigo Duterte.

Ayon kay BGen. Rhoderick Parayno, hepe ng AFP-Civil Relations Service, hindi lamang itinuturing na
confidence building measure ang tigil putukan ng gobyernc kundi pag-asa ng pagbabago at kaginhawahan sa
panig ng mga lokal na komunidad at mga indibidwal na naiipit sa gitna ng bakbakan.

Sinabi ni Parayno dapat maging mithiin ng lahat ang kapayapaan hindi lamang ng gobyerno dahil walang
pipiling makikinabang dito kundi lahat ng Pilipino.

lginiit pa ng opisyal na mistulang pangunahing produkio na sana ang kapayapan na pwedeng mabili agad
subalit pilit na inilalayo o hinaharang na maitatag sa tindahan ng liderato ng komunistang grupo.

WWWLPTE.S0V.Dh

Military launches own war vs drugs in Northern Mindanao

By Mark Francisco

CAMP EVANGELISTA, Cagayan De Oro City, Aug. 3 (PNA) -- The government troops in this largest military
camp in Northern Mindanao are launching a "new war” as the government is set to end the 40-year-old armed
‘conflict with the communist insurgents in the country, a military official announced Wednesday.

Capt. Patrick Martinez, the Army’s spokesperson of the 4th Infantry Division here, said that the 6,000
government scldiers in the region wouid undergo another "specialized warfare” - the one against drugs - in
anticipation of a successful peace talk with the communist insurgents in the coming months.

“We are preparing our scldiers to undergo a comprehensrve training in the war agamst nsagai drug trade in-
Northern Mindanao,” Martinez said.

He said that the 41D has initially worked out with the Philippine National Police (PNP) on a crash course that
would equip the milifary the needed know-how in intercepting illegal drugs and arresting pushers,

Martinez said that the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) would become the lead partner in the
training of the miltary in "the war against illegal drugs” in the region.

He said that the 41D has yet to set the number of days of the training and whether it would be done on a daily
or weekly basis.

Martinez also said the 41D expects that each of the division’s approximately 6,000 government troops would
undergo the fraining.
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He noted that the government troops currently attached to the division are spread out in three brigades, seven
organic battalions, three attached battalions and the three more battalions on loan from the Special Operations
Command.

The government soidiers are assigned in the provinces of Misamis Oriental, Misamis Occidental, Bukidnon,
Agusan Del Norte, Agusan Det Sur, Surigac Del Norte, Surigao Del Sur and Dinagat Island. (PNA)

LAP/CD/MARK FRANCISCO

www, inguirer.net
AFP grateful to Duterte’s ‘genuine concern’ for soidiers
By Frances Mangosing

foFfangosingiNG
INQUIRER et

Presudent Rodrigb Duter&e s recent pledge to 2 new hospltal buiiding and modern equipment at the Armed
Forces of the Philippines Medical Center (AFF’MC) was a manifestation of “his genume concern on wel?—bezng
-of his scidiers;” the military said onWednesday. - - : e

The AFP expressed its gratitude to the President, who visited the military hospital in Quezon City on
Tuesday night.

During his visit to wounded soldiers, he promised P500 million for the new building and state-of-the-art
equipment.

"We are very gratefui for the Commander-in-Chief for this assistance. The AFP Medicai Center that caters
primarily to military personnel and their immediate dependents has improved significantly in the recent years.

But a lot of improvements may still be done to ensure that the hospital is able to provide premiere medical
attention to patients who deserve that kind of treatment,” AFP spokesperson Col. Edgard Arevaio said.

On his visit, the President also reiterated his promise to increase their saiary this month.
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Duterte’s visit to the AFPMC was the second military hospital he is visited in two weeks, RAM

wyiw philstar.com

Duterte assures military: I'll take care of you

philstar.com) Updated August 3, 2016 - 10:43am
s

risiing hMende

President Rodrigo Duterte said e wouid take care of the miliiary during his sbeyear term. Philstar.com/File phote

MANILA, Philippines — President Rodrigo Duterte vowed o pricritize the welfare of the military, telling that he
wili take care of them during his six-year term after a visit at the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Medical

Center along V. Luna Road in Quezon City.
“I' take care of you,” Duterte told one of the patients.
The president comforied patients who were wounded in battie while defending the Constitution and pursuing

the government's peace efforts,

Duterte interacted with patients at the country’s premier military medical facility, spending about five hours by
going to the bedside of 69 soldiers wounded in batties. He also shared some jokes with them to ease their-

pains.

A number of the soldiers tried their best to get off their beds to give a salute to the commander-in-chief as
many of them cried and hugged the president.

He inspired them by announcing his administration’s programs covering a wide range of medical, health, social
services and educational benefits.

The president emphasized that he does not want the lives of soldiers compromised, by making sure that health
and medical attention are given on time. Before leaving each patient, he invited them to dinner
in Malacafiang in the coming days.
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Duterte then met with around 500 officers and non-commissioned officers of the hospital and announced that
he has allocated P5C0 million for the purchase of new and state-of-the-art medical equipment as well as the
construction of & new building for the hospital.

He also gave a stern warning against corrupt activities such as bid rigging. The president lamented the current
bidding process being impiemented by government which is open to corruption,

Duterte also directed senior officials of the AFP {o form a commities that would facilitate the release of
retirement and pension benefits of soldiers. He likewise announced that he has approved the recruitment of
10,000 more soidiers,

Watch the video below of Duterte's visit o AFP Medical Center.

wawvw. philstar com

Duterte refuses to acquire substandard equipment for AFP
{phil tar..fipm? if.ipgi tedf? 3, 2018 - 7:55pm

MANILA, Philippines — President Rodrigo Duterte on Tuesday stressed he would not follow the rules of the
Commission on Audit (COA) in acquiring eguipment for the Armed Forces of the Philippines as it would lead to
procuring subsiandard gears.

The current COA rule requires the government to buy equipment from the lowest bidder.

"Yang lowest bid kasi kung may bithin ka ito lowest bid bibigay sayo barat. Kaya lahat ng eguipments ninyo
sabi ko, pinaalam ko na sa COA hindi ako susunod d'van," Duterte told soldiers during his visit at the AFP
medical center.

The president added that the lowest bidder policy is the source of corruption and hinted that the winners of
public biddings usually acguire equipment made in China.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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"Wag muna ngayon kasi may alitan daw," Duterte said, referring to buying equipment from China.
Duterte cited the branded patrol cars that police in Davao City use which last for three to five years.
The president added that equipment usually acquired from the lowest bidder are substandard.

"I've been mayor for 23 years 'wag na tayo magbolahan. It wili be strictly in accordance with the law and | wani
it fast,” the president said. — Patricia Lourdes Viray;

WWW.pna.gov.ph

PHL, Indon, Malaysian defense chiefs committed for operationalization

of SOP for joint maritime patrols

By Priam F. Nepomuceno
MANILA, Aug. 3 (PNA) -~ Defense leaders of the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia have reiterated their

commitment to encourage the “"operationalization” of Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) needad for
meeting current security concerns in their common waters.

This was stressed during the Tuesday meeting of Philippine Defense Secratary Delfin N. Lorenzana,
indonesian Defense Minister General {R) Ryamizard Ryacudu and Malaysian Defense Minister Dato’ Ser

Hishammuddin Tun Husssin in Bali,

In the same meeting, the three reiterated their commitment to the Trilateral Cooperative Arrangement signed in
Jakarta iast July 14.

They also "agrééd to encourage the aperationaiization of the SOP for Maritime Patrol and Rendering
immediate Assistance; Operating Guidelines on Information and Inteligence Sharing; and Combined

Communication Plan.”

"Recognizing the mutual frust and high respensibility from all parties, the defense chiefs agreed to further
explore coordinated activities among the Armed Forces of the three countries, z irilateral database sharing
mechanism, and the concept of the Malacca Strait Patrol to address maritime security concerns, among
others " said Defense public affairs service chief Dr. Peter Paul Galvez.

During the meeting, the leaders also reiterated their stand against violent extremism and terrorism, and
concern over the repeated incidents of armed robbery and kidnapping at sea in the maritime areas of common

concern to the three countries.

7 i riba o e i D T e T 3 O N Y Ty P ) T o P
This is an chvicus reference {c the Sullu Ses, the maritime area bordeiing the thiee nations where Abu Sd)f}'ai

Group bandits have infiltrated and launched several kidnapping attacks against Malaysian and Indonesian
seafarers.

The defense ministers reaffirmed their commitment to address such threats.
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The Trilateral Meeting was conducted in accordance with the ASEAN's principles of equality, mutual trust and
respect for sove{eignty, territorial integrity, non-interference in the internal affairs of one another, and good

neighboriiness,

The August meeting follows the first meeting held in Maniia fast June 20 where the three defense chiefs
discussed the possibility of conducting trilateral air and maritime patrols in common areas of concerns by the
three nations. {(PNA)

LGUPFN
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CA orders reinstatement of sacked Ombudsman Chief Special

Prosecutor

By Perfecto T. Raymundo Jr.

MANILA, Aug. 3 (PNA) - The Court of Appeals (CA) ordered on Wednesday the reinstatement of the Office of
the Ombudsman Chief Special Prosecutor Wendell Barreras-Sulit after she was dismissed by the Aquino
administration in connection with the plea bargaining agreement (PLLEBARA) entered into with former Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP) comptrolier Maj. Gen. Carlos F. Garcia.

In a 29-page decision written by Associate Justice Zenaida T. Galapate-Laguilles, the CA Special 10th Division
ruled that the Office of the President (OP), during the term of President Benigno S. Aquino Il and Executive
Secretary Paquite N. Ochoa Jr., committed an error with its order dismissing Sulit from her post as top

prosecuior of the Ombudsman.

"In view of the foregoing, We Grant the instant petition for review. The Decision dated July 18, 2013 and-.
_ Resolution dated December 6, 2013 of the Office of the President, di smrsgmg Petitioner Wendell Barreras-Sulit
from the service, are hereby Reversed and Set Aside,” the CA ruling said.

Garcia was the former AFP comptroller who was charged with plunder by the Ombudsman after a lifestyle
check was conducted against him and discovered millions of pesos and properties under his name and his
family members, including that of the Trump Plaza Condominium in New York City.

~ He was also charged with money laundering and the Anti-Money Laundering Council (AMLC) even moved to
freeze the assets of Garcia and his family members.

The CA did not agree with the findings of the OP that the piea bargaining deal with Garcia which allowed the
general to enter a plea to a lesser offense was unlawfully executed.

It said that the PLEBARA executed by Sulit was lawful because she carried out the same under the direct
supervision of then Ombudsman Marceditas Gutierrez, who happened to be the rightful persons to enter into

the agreement as representatives of the people.

Gutierrez and Sulit entered the PLEBARA with Garcia, asking to return the properties to the Philippine
government and allowing his plunder case to be downgraded to direct bribery charges.
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Garcia was able to return PHP135,433,387.84 to the Philippine government with the PLEBARA with Gutierrez
and Sulit.

Gutierrez and Sulit believed that the PLEBARA is the most advantageous way for the government bhecause it is
impossibie o sustain a conviction since the information filed by then Ombudsman Simeon Marcelo and Special
Presecutor Dennis Villa-Ignacio for plunder were weak. These findings were affirmed by the Sandiganbayan.

However, when Aquinc assumed the presidency, he forced Gutierrez to resign from her post to be able to
appoint a new Ombudsman and then dismissed Sulit by using this case as a threat,

However, the CA said that the PLEBARA was also approved by the Sandiganbayan which made the
agreement above board and within the process mandated by law.

The CA ruled that Malacanang had no authority to determine whether or not the evidence presented before the
Sandiganbayan was strong to sustain a conviction.

"The act of the OP {Office of the President) in determining the probative value of the evidence presented in the
cases of plunder and money laundering in this administrative proceedings is not only misplaced and uncalled
for but also constitutes an encroachment of judicial power. The authority rests solely upon the appropriate

court - the Sandiganbayan in this case,” the CA ruling said.

With this, the CA said that Malacanang "was unable to present substantial evidence consistent with petitioner
Sulit's administrative liability in relation to the execution of the PLEBARA. Our expesition below expounds
further the OP's failure to overcome the burden of proving their claim that petitioner Sulit committed acts and/or
omissions constituting betrayal of public trust and graft and corruption.”

"We find it unfair to accuse petitioner Sulit of gross inexcusable negligence and bad faith in the performance of

_her function as Special Prosecutor as there was no substantial evidence that she was remiss in protecting the
interest of the state. We believe that the PLEBARA was the outcome of a prudent, reasonable and practical

evaluation of the cases against Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia, a solution that would best serve the interest of the

nation and its people,” the CA ruling said.

Concurring with the ruling are Associate Justices Marlene Sison and Mario Lopez. (PNA)
SCS/PTR
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