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@ays iw@f-cbllected drugpayoffs f@l‘ her -

By Marlon Ramos L rurmg when youl yourself has a pmgn,” the Pre31dent saud in hlS

a speech in Camp Crame; the

i \B-w rav

WlthOllt naming the senator tough-tallung Pre51dent Tac-
cused De.Lima of * pohtlga[ pos-

&} . very sordid persona.l and offi--
PRESIDENT Duterte yesterday linked hlS , :
staunchest critic, Sen Leila de Lima, to the ﬂlegal
drug trade, -calling her an 1mmora1 woman”

‘gvhose, drlver ‘who he claimed was also her '

-Flover,” CoHected drug payoffs for her

cial life.”

But Mz Duterte at an au‘port .
interview later; named De Lima .
-as the senator he had referred-

- to i his remarks. :

“Here is a sendtor complam—

. ~ing: Offe &y T wilt tell you that
" her drwver himself, who wag her

lover was: the one. cm]lectmg'
money for her durmcr the tam-

nationally " televised speech at
the 115th Police Service. An-.
niversary at Camp Crame.
“Here is'an iinmoral WoOTnan,
flaunting, well of cotirse insofar

- as wife of the driver was com-
- cernel, (her) adultery” he sa.td

“Hefe1s 2 whman who Amded

. the house of her lover and yet

we: da ‘et see Fny complamt
DUTERT... /A5
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about if. Those money came
readily from drugs.”

“It's so foul,” De Lima, on the
verge of tears, told Senate re-
porters. “It’s character assassina-
tion.” (See story on Page A1.)

De Lima, chair of the Senate
committee on justice and hu-
man rights, is scheduled on
Monday to start an inquiry inte
Mr. Duterte’s bioody war on ille-
gal drugs.

She said she would present

witnesses to show that police
“scalawags” were behind the
summary execution of some
suspected drug dealers. -
Nearly 600 suspected drug ped-
Alers and users have been killed in
police operations smce Mr
Duterte took office six weeks ago,
police say, but rights groups put
:he number atmore than 1,000.

Ready to face inquiry

“We are willing to submit

nurselves for. an 1nvest1gat10n-

before anybody;” Duterte said,
adding” some of the killings
were carried out by drug gangs.
vt do not attribute acis of
nther cruninals upon my gov-
ermi.ent. The fight against
drngs will cootinue unrelenting
until we have destroyed the ap-
paratus operating in the entire
rountry,” he added. ~ -

In its annual repert, the
Philippme Drug Enforcement
Agency said that by the end of
2015, ihe narcotics problem had
affected 99 percent of barangays
n Metro Mamila alone

- The Dangerous Drugs Board
said that in 2012, 1.3 million
Fibpinos were drug users,
mainty of “shabu,” or metham-
phetamine hydrocloride, = al-
legedly $tupplied by Triad gangs
[pom. China.
- There have been cases when
police officers have killed sus-
nected drug dealers in hand-
-uffs, in police custody or inside
prison cells, civil rights lawyers
iave said.

Police have said they will not
:ondone wrongdoing but that

jome may have been killed by
-ogue officers.

Mr. Duterte won the presi-
iency 1n May on a single plat-
orm of suppiessing crime and
‘rugs, declaring war on nar-
otics on his first day in office.
Te has identified 160 officials,
olice and judges in .a naine-

BETTERTIMES President Duterte and Seri;Leila de Lima greet
each other before he delivered his maugurafﬁtate of the Nation .

Address on ]uly 25

and-shame campalgn to stop
the drug trade.

<1 myself who ordered the
campaign against drugs, take
full and sole responsibility for
it,” he said. cautioning police
against using excessive force in
making arrests. “Do not kill if
you're not in danger of losing
your life.”

. While Mr. Duterte said he--

would not accuse De Lima of re-
ceiving the drug money irom
her driver, he said that “by the
looks of it, she hasit.”

"He said the $enator’s driver
was acceptng - money from
somebody in “Muntinlupa,” re-
ferring to New Bililud Prison,
where convicted drug lords
were allegedly directing busi-
ness from behind bars.

Davao Death Squad

De Lima, justice secretary of
former - President = Benigno
Aquino III, has been at logger-
beads with Mz Duterte for a
long time.

As chair of the (‘mmmssmn on :
Human, Rights during the Arroyo |

atministration, she had placed
him under mvestiganon for his
supposed mvolvement with the
Davao Death Squad (DDS) when
he was mayor of Davao City

Mr. Duierte had previously
admitted that he was behind the
DS, a shadowy group of vigi-
lantes that owned up to the ex-
trajudicial killings in Davao City.

_Despite allegations he was in

MALACARNANG PHOTO

volved 1 summary executions.
he had been elected half a

dozen times, serving the r1tV for

over two decad®s
. De Lima’s actions against him

ewdenrly left a deep scar on the
President. . He recalled in his

speech how she had once
threatened to unmask him as
protector of the DDS.

He said he was in possession of:
a CD (compact disc) containing
the digital recording of the then
CHR chair's mterview with the

" media before the start of the CHR

investigation. In that interview,
he said, De Lima told reporters
that “I will prove that Duterte is
connected with the DDS.”

- “Until mow, she keeps on
yaklking and has forgotten the
tape which I have rzcorded.”
the President said. “I would like
her to eat it 1n (my) presence,
but I could not do it because it's
not an accepted edible food for
human beings ”

No letdown

Director General Ronald dela
Rosa, in s address at the
Philippine : National - Police
founding anmversary, vowed
“no letdown’™ in efforts to go af-
ter eriminals.*

“We will not stop combing
streets and communities to de-
tect llegal drug actavities, arrest

the culprits and give peace and.

safety to our citizens,” he said.
From July 1 to Aug. 11, Déla
Rosa reported that the PNP had

conducted 306,991 visits .on
houses of alleged pushers and
users under Oplan Tokhang
(“knock and plead”) to con-
vince them to mend their ways.

As a result, 518310 drug
users and 45,799 suspected
drug pushers had surrendered
to authorities. There were also
7,830 arrests and 572 killed in
antidrug operaiions, he said.

Dela Rosa said the PNP would
also continue efforts to rid its
ranks of those mvolved in illegal
drugs and other crimes. Since
the Duterte administration took
over, 18 PNP personnel haye
been Jdismnissed, two suspende’®
and 37 cases filed while anothe'r
30 with supposed links to illegzd
drugs have submitted them-
selves for investigation.

Pandemic :
. Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano yes-
terday said that Mr Duterte, dur-
mg a meeting with senatory in
Malacafiang on. Monday, de-
scribed the fllegal drug problem
as a “pandemic” and that he
would not stop his name-and-
shame campaign against officials
mnvolved in the narcotics trade.

“He has a new list I assume
they are done vetting. But he
said this will continue. Because
it's part of an intelligence gath-
cring, vetting,” Cayetano said.

“The President did tell us that
he will not stop fiom naming. But
there’s a process. I's not easy to
be put on the hst, and there’s a
vetting system,” he added.

Sen. Juan Miguel - Zubiri,
among the seven senators in the
meeting, said the President was
“sickened to the core” at the lev-
el of official mvolvement in
drugs. i .

He said Mr Duterte’s list
came from nulitary and police
inteligence.

“That’s why he was so frus-
trated that might The magni-
izde of the problem is so 1m-
mense. He actually joked “just
impeach me so I can go back to
Davao,” Zubir said.

- 8en Ralph Recto, who was

also present at the meeting, said
M, Duterte even read out some
of the names. He, howevet, did
not share what he heard.

“What is clear is that the Pres-
ident is serious in fighting the
drug problem,” Recto said.

With reports from Tarra Quis-
mundo, Jerome Aning. Jean-
nette I. Andrade and Reuters
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By ALEXIS ROMERO

en. Leila de Lima's married driver was

her lover who collected money

n convicted drug lords at the New Bilibid Prison (NBP) during her elec-

| campaign, President Duterte saidyesterday. L i g T

'ﬁ’éérte., d"ropped the bombshell n a
«ch betore police officers and personnel
athered at Camp Crame for the 115th

anniversary celebration of the police.

service A
He did not mention De Lima m his
speech, but confrmed later in a press
conference he was referring o her. -
Here i3 a senator complamnng,

shen one dav 1 will tell you that her

driver himselt, who was her lover,

— wasthe one also collect-

NS R Mmg money for her

[FFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLI

C AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no.

during the carnpaign,” Duterte ‘
" Pressed later by reporters o name the
senator, he replied, “It's part of my duty
You want tc know the name? De Luma "
THs arade against the séniator came days
after airng a t%\reat to “destroy” a temale
official critical of him. e :
Duterte, who has been shaming officials

“with alleged links to drug lords, has not

gotten over De Lima’s allegation during
the campaign that he is connected with

vigilante death squads in Davao City

i Turn to Page 3

i

Rody: You want a name? It’s De Lim:

sadl 0 R

il RS I-'i- - :‘: __
en. Leila de Lima described President
Duterte’s accusations as character
assassination. saying he should give her

some respect.

——

(02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
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”She blurbed out ’rhat T will
prove to you.ta this mvestgation -
that Duterte 1s connected with
Davao Death $quad He 15 the
head’.. Untilnow, Fmwattingtor

that,” the Presidentsatdina; press -
ronfmmcem?aeay&w el

-~ *“You (De Lima) slandered
me I kept ginet because vou

ave'a lady You crossed the » -

- lime Maybg-youwren on the.
platform mf;humannghts rji'lt‘

L7 De Ly former]ushcesew
‘rei ary and charof the Commzs-
sion on Human Raghts, bagged
the 12¢h slof in the 2016 senato-
nial race with 14 .4 mallion votes
 In his speech hours earlier
atCamp Crame. Duterte ta]ked -
aboitt An unnamed “rmmor.
‘semator who 15 allegedly bav-
ing an illict affair with her

- used*tofmantzehm campal,
- May:He admgttedhe couldn tiell
vel Iifshe wagaware o hey Jover
: supporhve of the war agamst
- druge as long as due process

3 nevex starl:e hm'e that the dﬂver

Senatm' 8 iy

~ gave the money to her but by -

"7 the looks of i, she has it,” the '

marrled driver-body guard

. “Here 15 an immoral wom-
an, flaunting - Well.of course,
msofar ge wife ‘of the driver

was concerned s adultery. - .

Here 18 3 woman who funded
the house'of her Tover and yet
we . do not see any Lomplamt

‘about. 1t," he added. -, -
Hesand themoneyher driver
had om_llected al the NBP-canie

aid m’y have been.

making trips 4o NBP o collect
funds from drug convicts.
* “Those money came read-
ity from drugs The mterce
between Manfinlupa and ‘EE
driver were tar beyond mak-
mg sure that somebody was
involved,” he said .

. “But 1n fairfiess, I would

'Iast_'""_'. i R
I ﬂneimughtalhﬁ;gl?mmdent e.ald I

. President said . “You are poli=:

ticking and posturmg when
vou yeurself have a very sor-
dhet personal unoffictad Jife”
Duterte said he has a.com-~
'pac;i disc contalrmng a v1dem‘f
bhomng De lea mising o
prove. ‘his fies with the Da.vao

. Dellamiahas suid that. sheis

15 sollowed and 1’111111&1‘1 rLghts
ate respected

- Last Monday, De Ln‘na
it d letter asking Duterte’

t¢ monutor the Senate hearings.
.. on the killing-of suspected

drug personalmes &

The Senate Tustice cormmit-
1ee led by De Lima 15 sched-
vled to hold an mnquiry into
the kﬂ]m,e,s on Aug 22 and 23

Probe set -
P]:uhp nne. Natmnal PoIH‘P

(PNI‘) chiet Darector Gen- *

eral Ronald deta Rose said he
would have the driver-body-

guard of De [.rma investigated
even as he admitted it was his -

first ime to hear about his al-
leged activities at the NBT.
“Twill conduct mvestigation,”

caid Dela Rosa m an ambush
mterview at Camp Crame He
denied the PNP was the source
of information of the President
shoutDe Lima’s driver. -

“Sa ngayon di kawm nakiki- -

wimin, baka mmmaya gawing per-
sonal 15sue yan agamst us, eh
haharap pa naman kemi sa Se-
nado, manirap yun (We're hands
off as of now. They might take
it personally against us, and it

won « be good as we're facing
the Senat_e) " he added.

Based on mitial uﬂormatmn-
ga.thered by The STAR, the
- alleged driver-lover 15 Ronnie

. Palisoc Dayan whu 1810 his

Sy .n.,,_..!,.,!,{,!._

mid 508 :

. The bungalow house alleg-
edlv built by De Lima for Dayan
1slocated in Barangay Galarmm
Urnztonde, Pangasinan. =~ - -

. Dayan and hig family used
ta Tive with his parents until
his wife and. their chiidren
telocated somewhere 1n Bu-
lacan Their new house was
‘reportedly bough{ through
the “generosity” of De Lima

as Dayan earns only a meager ..

income as driver-bodyguard

De Lima, based on some
accounts, would visit a big
grocery in nearby San Carlos
City reportedly to buy goods
for her and Dayan.

- De Limawas reportedly also
a frequent v1bltor in Barangay

OFFICE OF TH ARHY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS -

y201 Zﬁ)gma!!

Emat aad. oacpa arm

.

1 L:alarm durmg fiestas where ::he
~would be seendanang .
~ Pecple would know if De
& was coming with Dayan
" as they would usua]ly harve an
advance party. -

Dayanhad planned forun as.
mumapal couricilor n the 2016
elections but did not pursae it.
as tus political patty would bez

- difterent from De Lima’s and

thus might complicate matters. -
" As of Aug 15, the PNP
Moniterimyg and Operahon;
Center reported 612 drug per-
sonalities killed and 8,623 ar-4
rested m ongoing antl-illegal;
drug operations sinee July 1 ,'
The PNP said territarial and
: natmnal units conducted a;
total of 5,632 police operations
and wisited 324,222 houses as™.
part of the Project Tokhang.
A total ot 576,176 self con-"
fessed users and pushevs have
surrendered. — Cecille Suerte*
Felipe, Eva Visperas il

com - TeI no. (0?]845 -9555 Lecal: 5285 5295
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Malaya

The Nalional, J\T.ev.'sp aper

Army inspector general

- — T
; b i
. " s L _ .

" Gen Rcardo Visaya last July 1.

"~ BY VICTOR ‘REYES
THE Army s nspector general is
now the commander of the Ar-
my’s 9th Infantry Division which
is based in the Bicol region.

Mai. ‘Gen. Manolito Orense
took over as-chief of the Catma-
rnes Sur-based 9th ID in rites
led by Army vice commander
Maj. Gen. Demosthencs Santil-
lan last Tuesday.

Orense, amember of the Phil-
ippine blitary Academy Class
of 1983, replaced nOW Lt. Gen.
Ferdinand Quidilla. who as-
sumed the post of commander
of the AFP's Southern Luzon
‘Command in Lucena Gity last
Monday. The top Solcom post
was va; xed by now AFP chief

= ki

th 1D comi

mer PNP Special Actmil Force

‘Before becoming the Army’'s

inspector general late last vear,

Orense was deputy commander
of the Maguindanao-based 6th
Infantry Division and concut-
rent chief of the government's
Ad Hoc Jomnt Action Group, 4
mechanism cstablished under
the continuing peace Process
with the Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front. The body 1s tasked to
interdict criminal and terrorist
elements operating in MILF areas.

Orense figured in the January
2015 killing of 44 police com-
mandos by the joint forces of
the MILF and the Bangsamoro

“Islamic Freedom Fighters 10

Mamasapano, Maguindanao. -
Orense was contacted by for-

(e

- E 0 f ! e
HEEBRERE R
4 k J fl -y

commander Geiulio Napefias
while the SAF troopers were
withdrawing from an opera-
tion that left Jemaah Islamiah
bomber Zulkifli bin Hir alias
Marwan dead, After receiving
the call, Orense said he alerted
government troops to-assist the
policemen in their withdrawal.
Also. he coordinated with his
MILF AHJAG counterpart. -

He later learned that the
SAF troopers were engaged
by MILF and DIFE forces. He
then gave instruction to then
$01st Brigade commander Col.
Melquiades Feliciano 1o contact
an MILF comsander to halt the
firing and provide assistance O
the beleaguered SAF men.
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o lead peace in South Luzon:

s Lugena City
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By Delfin . MallariJr

these days] - The fighting here -

“was. mrense;” Li Gen Terd:- .

ijand'Q.u1d1]la»said. on Monday -

- when he took over the mli- .
tary’s: Southera Lazon -
"Command (Solcom). . . =

2. The post was pre-

" vaously held by Get.

- Rocarde Visava, who

* was- "' . appointed

- m July, and Maj. Gen

tween’ the " Duterte- §
_administration - and
'the. - communist-led |
‘National Democratic

Armed Forces chief of
staff by the President

Romeo Gan, head of
the Army’s 2nd In-
fantry Division, in an
acting capacity. . -

. Peace .talks Dbe- ¥

Fiont of the Philip-
pines ars expected 1o

_ f formally
‘resume on Aug 221n Oslo, Nor-

Inm His rcommand speech,

. Quudilla recalled his first stint as
“head of the Army’s 74th In-
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fantry Battalion. based in Que-
zon province’s Bondoc Peninsu-
la, then one of the most active
guerrilla fronts in the country,
in 2002. It was the peak of the
military campaign against the
New People’s Army: . -
‘With his new post as top mili-
tary officer in Southern Tagalog
and Bicol, he said Lie would con-
tinue to implernent the Internal
Peace and Security Plan (IPSP)
Bayanihan as one of the core
rograms of the. government’s
national security strategy.
Launched in 2010, the IPSP
Bayanihan is a multisectoral ap-
proach to end insurgency in the
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enior officer, who lec
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arsagoasa

country, with epipha-
s1s on “nopcombar
operatons” "
~ Solcom will pur-
sue the “rehabirta-
d oon and reconstric:
tion of  conflict-
- affected” - areas.”

munity-based peace

and development efforts,
Quidillasad. - -+ -~ i

He directed his subordinates
to review and study the story
of COmmMUUSt IMSUrgency 1
Southern Tagalog and Bicol.

“jgentify the conflict-prone-
places in your respective areas:
Study the data intensively to
to make us all
more efficient in attaining the
objectives of the IPSP Bayani-
han ”he said. - W 3
.. Solcom covers 15 provinces
in two regions, with a total pop-
wlation of 15 million. '

Quidilla, a native of South
Cotabato province, was Ie-
placed as head of the 9th ID by
Maj Gen. Manolito Orense.

Visaya, Gan, Quidilla and
Orense belong to the Philippine
Military Academy’s “Matikas”
Class of 1983.

ier refurns.«*
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L military operationgt:
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=

} 8450555 L.ocal: 5285, 5280

land.



Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

FFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC ARFAIRS Emall i ccpaay2 ABGTA GO = TR

August 2016

wounded in’
fierce gun. .
battle with..
5oVt troops

NPA rebels

. BUTUAN CITY - An undetermined
number of New People’s Army (NPA) -
rebels was believed to be eritically
wounded during a fierce gun battlewith |
govermment troops m.the hinterland at
Sitin (sub-village) Linae-linao, Barangay -
(village) Lower Olave, in Buenavista
town, Agusan del Norte province. =

- In the initial firefight, PFC. Albert
Adaya of the Army’s 23rd Infantry
Battalion was wounded in action and
immediately evacuated to the advance
command post (ACP of the 4th Infantry
(Diamond) Division at Camp Bancasi
here for medical treatment :

.- Based on a report from the Civil
Military Operation (CMO) of the Army’s
23rd Infantry Battation (23rd IB), the
gun battle eruptedat 845 a:m. on Tues- '
day. A running gun battle ensuved after
the initial gunfight, police and rmlitary
reports said. R

- Initial reports received here from
police and military said combat maneu-
vering troops of the Bravo Company of
the 23rd IB were securing the unit's
Peace and Development Teams (PDTs)
who were assisting villagers on their
projects through “Bayanihan” approach
when they engaged an undetermined
number of heavily armed members of
the guerilla-Front Committee 4-A of
the CPP-NPA Northeastern Mindanao:
Regional Committee NMRC). -

Two gunship helicopters of the Philip-
pine Air Force’s (PAF) Tactical Operations
Group (TOG) were also dispatched to
extend air cover to the operating troops
of the 23rd 1B in Linao-linao area. :

<
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Duterte aborts camp visit anew

Leila B. Salaverria
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WAITING FOR DIGONG Bored Army Scouf Rangers in theimmuddied and wom out boots awalt the arrival of President
Duterte at Camp Tecson in San Miguel, Bulacan province, only to be fold the commander in chief could nof come

because of bad weather_.- PHOTOS BY JOAN BONDOC

ident Rodrigo Duterte did not show up for his scheduled talk with

scout rangers at Camp Tecson in Bulacan, the second time he skipped his trip to this military facility.

Mr. Duterte was scheduled to arrive at the military camp at 2 p.m., but the Presidential Security Group (PSG)
informed camp officials past 3 p.m. that his frip would not push through due to the inclement weather. The
President would be unable to fly to the area because of the zero visibility in the air, according fo PSG officials.
When the postponement of the President's visit was announced, members of the First Scout Ranger Regiment
from the Philippine Army were already at the covered court waiting for him. They had already practiced their
movements for their photo opportunity with the commander in chief.

Mr. Duterte was supposed to have a situation briefing before addressing the troops. '

This is the second time Mr. Duterte had to scrap his visit to the Bulacan military camp. He was supposed to

visit it on July 26 after his trip to Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija. But his Nueva Ecija visit lasted until late in the
afternoon, leaving him with no time to fty to Bulacan.
On July 28, he also cancelfed a visit to Camp Capinpin in Tanay, Rizal, because his visit to Camp Nakar in

Quezon on the same day ran late.
Mr. Duterte had been going around military camps in the previous weeks, assuring soldiers that he would give

them what thay need and enlisting their support in his plans for the government.

His charm offensive on members of the military comes as his administration pursues peace talks with
communist and Islamic secessionist rebels. The President is also under fire from locat and international
organizations, including the United Nations, for violating the Philippine Constitution’s guarantees of due

process and equality under the law in his bloody war on drugs.

Camp Tescon, San Miguel, Bulacan—Pres

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Kuta ng ASG sa Basilan, nakubkob ng AFP

By Bombo Marilyn Delo Santos

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Nakuha na ng tropa ng sundalo ang lugar na
nagsisilbing sfronghold ng Abu Sayyaf group (ASG), ang bundok na
tinatawag na Hill 355 na nasa Barangay Silangkum, Tipo-Tipo sa

lalawigan ng Basilan.

Ayon kay Lt/Col. Andrew Bacala, Jr., commanding officer of the 4TH
Special Forces Battalion, tuluyang nang naagaw ng militar ang mga
natitirang stronghold ng Abu Sayyaf dahil sa resulta umano ng combined
assauit na isinagawa ang mga kasapi ng Speclal Forces, Light Armor
Cavalry Troops kasama ang iba pang mga glite counter terrorism units sa

tulong na ring ng artitlery fires. :

:Ito -u'mého_‘ ang dahil kaya napilitang iwanan ng mga bandido '_ang kanilang kampo.
Sa loob ng kampo ay kayang makapag-accommodate ng 80 mga miyembro ng ASG kidnap-for-ransom group.

d explosive devices (IED) na binubuo ng 60mm mortar,

Narekober naman sa lugar ang dalawang improvise
ga pako, barya, isang 9-volts battery, isang plastic box,

plastic bottle na naglalaman ng ammonium nitrate, m
wire, switch, at ang improvised electric blasting cap.
Makikita rin daw sa loob ng kuta ang 10 bunkers, apat na funnel, mga foxholes, kitchen hut at ang isang exit
post.

Una rito, dakong alas-2:21 ng hapon nitong Lunes nang magdeklara ang Explosive Ordnance Disposal team

na "clear" na ang nakubkob na kampo.
Kasuﬁod nito, kaagad na ring nagpalagay ng defensive position ang fropa ng pamahalaan sa may Barangay
Baguindan, Tipo-Tipo.

y nakuha rin nila ang isa pang lugar na nagsisilbing

Napag-alaman mula kay Bacala na noong Linggo a
man nang tinag_uriang Hill 440 sa Barangay Baguindan

strategic stronghold ng Abu Sayyaf na nasa bundok na
Proper sa Tipo-Tipo.

“Since last month, Special Forces operators have infiltrated strategic communities in the operational area,
man team to conduct mass base operations and

extending to three (3) municipaiities. Utilizing the elite 12-
harness popular support, the operators effectively earned the trust of the local populace to support ongoing

military operations. With the help of the local government units from the municipalities of Albarka, Akbar,
Tuburan, Maluso, Lantawan and Hadji Mutamad (Pilas), the Special Forces troopers became effective in its

operations,” pahayag pa ni Bacala.

|0
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‘GUARDED OPTIMISM The International Crisls Group-is u .
pheat on the peace process in. Mlndanao but cautloned Presid
that the progress in the talks, gamed m‘tha pastslx years is still fragile. Photo shows soldiers stationed in.Jolo, Sulu, wf;n;?gzﬁﬂgzs?tﬁenﬁ

vislt last week. (EPA) -
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manth in pl
in-pay President Duterte had
promised fhem.

Dutferie promused persan-
nal f the: Armed Foroes of the
Phulsppines (AFP)and the Phil-
ippine Natiomal Folice (PNP)
a Taise, but the annual budget
subrmtted for 2017 does notm-
clude any ingrease in salaries.

Budget Secretary Benjamin
Diokno said that the mafter can
bhe remedied if Duterte 155185
an execufive order mandating
an acrose-the-board merease n
the allowances of soldiers and
policermen by Septembet

[T tope the President
would-sign the BOQ that we

I Turn to Page 14

e iesd

SR IE TS SOldleTS From Page 1
liave drafted soon so wecould - Dinkno said the increase
nmediately effect the increase 10 the salary of soldiers and
ih the allowances of soldiers. policemen will hopetully be w.
dnd policemen,” he said. effect by 2018
; -
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.MarlcarCmco
zPedro Cm i L

dut;j :

‘hat panent had ta under»«ga
gery, but there was no trans-
‘tation available tc brng him
the nearest hospital in Luce-
City, the provincial capital of
ezon, Gr, Batang:as Province

developed sepsis: and d1ed of
=cnon

rhis yeat, a 61-year-old em-
yee of the Department of
alth (DOH) acquired pneu-
nia while on field work m
nblor province. A Jiabetic,

had difficulty breathing and
1 te be put vn.a ventilator He
5 evacuated from Tablas Is-
d m Romblon but did not

': 'Cmndmm ‘Marin-

- oply: raﬁbpontanon wiere avail:

Such mstances drove @ part-
nexslup ‘between the DOH re-
gional office and the Philippme

Air Force (PAF) to use the gov- .
ermmenr’s air assets io airlift pa- .
tients, espeuallv poot standers -

whoneed "higher level” of med-
1cal attenmom m Metro Ma:mla
hocp:rals e it s
* Under theprogram, faur neh

copters of the PAF Special Oper-

ations G-roup have been made
available since July te fly. from
Villamor Aw Base 1n Pasay City
and pick up patients on the 18-

lands. The DOH has tapped

3

. Remblon; Palawam?j .-
© dble;;the patiénts may, have, had P
" achanee tosupvive he aa'ld TR

gaid- Iil'l a:n mtervmw on
4 andOdmngan

"

Monday -

health faciies and pessonnel.

were not: emough toaddress cer-

taniy. emergency cases in the
.pmvmces {Only. 77 raral health. .
. umits serve a population of -

morne t"han .74 millien (as of

2016 in the Mrmatoparegion -
- The free am evacuation ‘cdn’:

reduce for mstange, an11-hour

travel bv boat from Odiongan

town - I, ‘Romblon to a 45-
minute flight to Quezon City

Martn' aCllO’WlEdgE.d tha;
.3 would espemaﬂy help membets
of f ndigerois communities; - - 1

AELH “Mindore*: pwwnﬁe -
BBdC’ m Marinduque provmce,

Janaire §dld the - program

- Thé health reg10nal office 18
alsa frymg ot motoneycle and
mcycle ambulamces “to reach
pauents in farflung villages. -

» Itis working on pammarshlps
w1th tWO HeNEOVEInMEnt Grga:

- nizatons that are willing. tG

lend hehco_p_nerq to the goverm-
ment m case of emergencies.
Janairo said. .
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T othar oss A S wad o mt
e 1@&@@’?’_ pae duesdate was. bwo “months.
uvisy, went o Jathor. on, Boind. the Cebu Pacfic Air
ght Sunday as 1t flew frora Dubm tn Mamla, her -
| felicw passenger Migsy Berberabe Umandal posted
“om; Faceboo kD Mg =P e S e R
" Pamcked High

Tight: attendants started: caling out for -
meéicdl’ asgistatice - discovering. two nurses AmOLE .
,:'Ema _passengers: - heforg Aurning the front-of ‘the -
| pabrm muo 2 makedhrft: delvery Foomw. -7 - e
|-+~ The pilst condiicred an emergency landmg m the
'sonthern Indign. mty of Hyderabad so-the mother -
_and ‘newhorn ~sitd Teoeve snedical attentina Before

nuing on do Mamila -~ . oo eeeloe o

: m%ﬁu;rngmxhal -examination by the medical .staff’

they ‘wete moved to the mother and child care center
of a hosputai m thecity," a Hyderabad.airport socurity
. official $old AFP . requesting anonymt;y,_"ﬂnenem-
"horn_end mother are fine and under medical super- .

FIRTONE A Ty | P TR ;
| The “woman, her mother who was wraveling with
“her, and the baby were given three-day temporery-
' visas, which would most Iikely he extended until
!pa.r:e'nt @ child were fit to fly. the officeal saxd.
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gpreme Comrt [SC)
ops it, Malacahang-
ud yesterday . - .

" President Duterfe has
rorased to bow o the
O~ o the contioversy
ut he said vesterday. -

an

g ! f {]Aa:t“‘ r

g&eﬁeﬁceﬁml’a&hvtﬁty -
“1 just: wpulq like to
emphasye twreveryhody

that 1 allowed the bu;lal_
* of Marcos because 1t 15

dlified. Fe 15 h
. Buatbe was aprest

. bufial sdded: . .., SPokesman Emesto Abells satd.
e i én Vice Presigent 14 presseonference “vis vt &

Lwill grant you that B
weab a presdent.” i/
- Duterts also sard he il
abide by the decision of the
Supréme Court wrcase 1t finds

Turn to Page 3

credehce o the appeal of some -

groups to stupthe hurial of the
former dictator at the heroes’
cemetery nextmonth 0
- “Iwadl follow what the high-
est.court of the land weuld
order, therule of law,” he said
last night in a spontanecus
press briefing at the Nimoy
Aqumno International A
(NATA) derminal 3 - v o
- Duterte, a former prosecu-
- tor and lawyer, said he would

not want to comment further
since the matter 18.now under

jurisdiction of the coart -

. “I don’t want to pre-enip'i‘ !
the court. It's really sub -
dice. . Trught open mivself (to

contempt),” he sard

The President was at the
airport to express svmpathies

to the family of Navy Petty
Ofticer 3 Darwin Espallardo,
whose remains were flown to
Manula. Espallardo was one of

three soldiers killed in an ants- -

drug operahon in Cotabato last
Aug 14,

e

F PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ema

Page:

Whiise father, husband
Was 2 former soldien May b
- Wsnottruethat he Wi ahero,

Airport
' ingarrng mga Bayanibecauss he

o

From F : v
2t seemsth everythmg 15

ot Starlingts move actording bo
L Arrangem

{8, presidential

Arle

buttal;
" whid : debated
1ssue decades after the former

strongman's death, .-~ -

- "Let'sputt thigway If there
: are any metions and cases have
been filed, let it proceed and.
the President will respond as
he sees fit,” Abellasad -~
»~.The Philippine Veterans,
Atfares Office and the Army -
have started preparations for

- Marcos” burial at the heroes”

cemetery despiie claims that
the Tate dictator 15 unfit to be.
given such honoer because of
the human rights abuses com-
mutted during his term. = - .
" Duterte had sad that Mag—

- Was a war-veteran and former
president” - 5B g
. Marfial law victuns and
militant groups, however,
claimed that burying Marcos af
~ the final resting place of herpes
- would be the same as reward.
ing dictatorship and human
- nights abuses, = -
Various groups have filed
; Peutions seeking to stop the
burial before the Sy reme
Court. The high court has or-
“dered the defense tepartment,
the military and Marcos’ wife
Iocos Norie Rep. Imelda Mar-
€08 to respond to the petitions,

ple. Securing the land.
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Lawyer Severa Brillantes
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OFFICEOF * 1d in the Supreme Court (SC)
to prevent the hero’s buirial for
i Marcos® - T T i dld:

Brillantes supported the
; two eather petfilions filed
. by martial law vichms led by
: former Bayan Muna party-list
Reps Satur (campo and Nert
Colmenares and families of
victims-of enforced disappear-
ance duging the Marcos egime:
i a letter so-Chief Jushice Maria

Loundes Sereno vesterday -, &

| program’ sa Lowing the

* interment.of arcos.atthe Lih-

h méf@g‘lng m,‘g,a Bévam, w@ru]_d W A B A AP T M L T sy
be illegal and trcenstitutional: was consistent m his deciston ¢ As quoted 1w an nterview
as aqreadv a;g'ued‘m-the WO not to allow the bunal of the with. the Assoratid Press Jast
pe‘_:;;mns T B g . late dictator at the Libinganng Tune 2011, Aqumo sad “Not

He. appealed iv the high mga Bayara . onmy watch® tvhen aske

' court fo take the high moral o - 4 e e y ¥+ = 0 A aSkEd

gnzupdm deading the case — T ho ;tl'eiiscﬁey e T

~ “Diclator Marcos has long Ty ; = e Rl s QA

been dead He is entitled to a i~ S Peci ¥ =f5;;céﬁeg?r3cai-..f??‘,‘.
ome can get,” Valfe said . |

decent burial but not atthe Lik-
mgan ng mga Bayard. I hope
and pray that the honotrable
‘Qupreme Court m renderig
a decision on the petmon will
be remimded of the concur-
ring OpIMIOR of Chuet Justice
Arternio Panganiban 1 the
case of David versus Arroyo
- in 2006, where he declared that
i “and even for those whedeeply
care forthe President, it 15 tmely
- and wase for this Court to set
' dewn the parameters 0f power
. and tomake known, pobtely but
firmly, its dogged determination
to perform 1ts constitutional
duty at all tmes «nd agamst all

odds’,” read the letter =

Marcos rejected

. Binay’s plan

Former senator Ferdinand
. Marcos Jr. did not agree to the
_recommendation of the cffice
+of then vice president Jejomar
-Binay to bury his late father i
Tlocos Norte in 2011, former
"deputy presidential spokes-- ,/_{'

w0 s o Alexis Romerod «

Attt Ml

person Abigail Valte said
. In a statement posted on
S s Tl add:oacpa.army2012@gmail.com-Tel no. (02) 845.-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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Facebook, Vaite said conirary —
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P r@wde fnﬂltaly hun—,

Byl.ella _B. .Sgihvefna due :
Sk ors! aocordedfoz aPres1deﬂt

-THE HERO S bunal Of ﬂ'l el dlcta orFerdmand' » Bat human ngh’rs victms an—

Marcos will push’ throtigh unless the Supreme’ * des Martcd's Brotal dictafoshiy

. TEgIME have protested the deo-
Coutt orders to stop
‘WEdILEb(J.a'V

“No final dare 11a=- been set for- -
the. "commoversial burnal, but.
presidential -
Emestu Abella said pxepala-
“tipms for it were vaderway. . -

“It seems that everything 1s
starting” to move according to-
‘arrangements, so unless there is

a [temporary restraming order]
or anything like that, 1 will pro-

spect his dec1s1on

“People voted for hlmrand he

won., So we have io respect the
mandate of the people, and the

mandate of the people was there

for areason,” Andanar said at the
" Kapihan sa Manila Bay forum -
Nevertheless, he said Mala-
canang also respected the pen-
tions filed questioning the Pgee-
ident's mnove.

“We will wait and see what _

happens,” he added. -

The Philippine Army has al-
ready received a directive to
provide Marcos with the mili-
- tary honors accorded a Presi-

FICE OF THE ARP dent. These would include a

{ sDokecpersoﬂ =

Ma]acanang sa1d -on’

ceed, as plamned 7 Abe]la told a

press briefmg.
. President _ Diiterte - ear]aex
gaVFThe_go -zhead for Marcos to

be land to.rest at Libmgan ng
mga Bavami, saying he was

-xqualitied as he'was a former sol-

dier and head of state, and gov-
ernment regulations allow it -
The Philippine Army has been

- vgil, buglér or drummer. a fir-
ing party, a military host.or pall-
bearers, escort and iransporta-

_s1em, and subsequently asked the

2 Supllerna‘Conr* 1o stop the move:-
* Thexcourt had scheduied oral a1~

gumem‘:s cm pentmn next Week

Campaign promlse
‘Presidential : Commumc a-
nons Office” Secretary Mastin
Andanar smessed Mr Duterta
made a campmgn promise to
have Marcos' remams irvans:
ferred to the hero’s cemetery,
and that the pubhc should 1e-

have stolen billions of dollars
from government cotfers
His widow, Tmelda Marcos

and his children were subse-
quently allowed to return home:
where they have smce regained
polmcal clout. In 1993, ther

tron, and arrival and departure
honors:
The Marcos fa:mly has pre-

pared a bronze casket for his -

burial and loyalists are prepar-
Ing tt go home for the event,
the INQUIRER earlier reported
Marcos died
Hawaii in 1989, three years af-
ter a “people power” revolt end-
ed his two-decade rule marked
by massive rights violations.
Thousands of rights activists
died during his rule, and the
- Marcos family was believed to

in exile m

President Fidel Ramos allowed
Marcos's body to be’ broughy
home, on the condition that hé
would be buried in llocos Norte

© Chief presidential legal COuIt
sel Satvador Panelo earlier said
ke did not think the agreement
during Ramos’ time could “sup-
plant the regulation” allowing
Marcos™ hurial at the heroes
cemetery

Army Core Purpose: Serving the peome. Securing the land.
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PRESIDENT Duterte said on Wedﬁesdavhe
might attend the late dictator’s burial at L1-

terte may

ot S

. bimngan.ng mga Bagan, 4 decision he gon.
0 defend yestepday-amid Froping

T e

. e to defen
7 eriticisim fom rghts Sroups: - 7=

-2 “IfPra m good health, there's no pressing .
. -matfer, te gttend o)1 might lattend]” Mz .

 Duterte saiglin a press briefng, though he

" “noted that there was no defimite date for

o theburtalyet =0 oo v \
© But he alse said he would abide by the

Supreme Court’s ruling on the issue, after-

mariial law vicnms asked the tribunal to

stop the burial - AL ;

. 4T would follow what the highest courtof

the land would order. There’s the rule of

law.” he said: SR T L W
- He defended the legality of hismove to
. allow Marcos the burial, insisting that for-

mer presidents are qualified to rest at the

Page: 62

DR

MARCOS

" those accused of be;ing_d_espoﬁs were: ax-

By e

they

P

empted-hesaid.
TFor those objecting to., the move,

could hold protests for even as long as a

month if they wanted to, he said. ~* -
They just need ta coordinate with au=
thorities to manage the traffic flow, the

heroes’ cemetery. -

The regulations are not a:'_‘(;-[uahﬁer that presidentsaid .- 7 Leila B. Salaverria

= {q_
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Eanes

' Bylnqui erNorﬂhemLuzon

LAOAG CITY—A ;'Sup}l-'émé_.(:oﬁrt péﬂﬂdﬁ to 'sf;dp :

. the burial of strongman Ferdinand Marcos has be-
¢ come a sore point for many residents in the flocos
. provirices, La Union, Pangasinanand Isabela. -

* “Lgt Ferdinand Marcos rest in
peace,” was the reactior of .
many of them to the lamswit
filed by martial law victinis to.
- stop the burial of Marcos at. Li-
. binganngmga Bayaniin Taguig
: "City mext month. =rt s
‘  Some, however, have ex-
. pressed the hope of burying
’ Marcos 1 Batac Ciy so they
" could be close to him. ~ - o I
The debates on whether Marcos -
' should be treated as a hero have
 been sagng since the election
| ‘campaign when then presidential
- .candidate Rodngo Duterte first
- “announced that he would not ob-
Ject to a Marcos burial atLibingan -
~ flocanos have not joined the
discussions, preferting to pray for’
' the formet President, who died
exile in Honolulu, Hawan, 1n
September 1989 and has not
been buried 1n the last 27 years.
~ But Narasa Acosta, 63, who
sells decorative house plants at the
‘Batac City public market, said ac-
tivist groups like Bayan had no

\FFICE OF THE ARRMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add:

kept in a refrigerated, crypt R
the family mausoleur in Bats
“T nray the angel of truth would

nght to mterfere with afamilythat
hias not been able to greve prop-
exly for mote than two decades -
. Marcos- remams jave been. .

iluminate the hearts"of these
protesters so the soul of Ape Mar-

sand Acosta; & Wegros Occidertal "

native who made Batac her Thome
aftermarrying anIlocano... =

" Lilbeth Galing, 32, of San~

Nicolas town, was 5 years old.
when Marcos died She asked,
“Lor the sake of the man who

happened to be a former Piesi--
dent and a soldier who served

the Filipino people, why can’t. i et

we just let him rest m peace re-
gardless of his misdeeds?” = :

On Monday, Galing decided
to take her husband and son to
Marcos Presidential Center {(al-
so the Marcos' ancestral house
in Batac) to.see the Marcos
body for one last fime

U Wo

e AL

i ManyPﬂ;pmannaveheeg-ﬂs-

- iting’ Batar; hoping fer a

glimpse of the Marcos remains,
The Philippine National Eolice:
has deployed guards:at the Mar-

cosancesiralhouse. «-. = &
_ The Diocese of Laoag; m <ol-
{aboration with the llecos Norté
provincial government and lo-
cal government units, has heen
preparing for a grand celebra-
tion of Marcos’ @9th birthday on
;. 11, a week before Ins

uled burial at Libingan. 3

llocosburial =~ -~

+ Qther: llocanos. however,

ar'e prshitig Jakedst burial .
. “Martial, law vaolence “left
iinds bf the heart; not only

physieal suffering,” said Crs--
pm Dannug Ji. of Burgus, Isa-.

‘cos would finally be at peace,” -

belaprovimee. i L
. upg Tong as the memories and
pain of the Lad times remai,
jpeople would oppese the
suiaf Mgreos al Libingan,”

gt
hésaid -

<" T poum could be eased, if Mat-

cos is bured in Hocos, smd Dan-
nug, a retired official of the Depart-

 ment of Labor and Employment

“Martial law is a very €mo-
tional 1ssue to a lot of people,”
said Dennis Uy, & businessmarn

oacpa.alciﬂy‘f’zp'l.’a@gm ail.com - Tel no. (02} §45-9555 Local: 5265, 5295
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ﬁom Pozorrubm, Pangasmdn
“Many have suffered physically -

and emotionally from the atroci-
; wes of marhallaw. Manyhave al-

* 50. 16si family members, a Jot of *-

g whom have notbe&n feund b

" now. Allowing the burial of Mat="
“cos af Libingan weuld reopen-
o1d ‘wounds and rekindle the

hgrmr:. of thié past,” he added

Ut -said Marcos represented

' dlﬂ”erent ﬂungs to different peo-
* ple, “He is a’bero to those inthe -

north, but avillain to most of the’

" country Let* him . rest among

- those who, still-honor him. Bury

Marc_es 1 ﬂecas ’ hesaid
@J’ DSES to msnt ".’III

Wﬁﬁvﬁg‘ ‘h”tdfﬁ Libmgan 1s Ao -
* longer to honer his memory bt .
to satisfy the pnde of the 11v-r
mg 'he sa1d A

Many angsred |
But " the , 1aWsu1t angered
manvﬂocanos
- Joel Manel, 46, schoel prmcn-
pal of Banna Naaenal High Se¢hool,
wondeped- myﬂle “Supreme: Gourt
i s_hmﬂddeetdemﬁemattet
“Libmgam T2 inga Bayam 18 an
Am:ecl Forces of the Philippines
property: The ARP prommilgated
the tulesfor mterment 1 ~that
cemetery and since the AFP Com-

" mander o m, Chief has -decid-

"~ ed—ané resolutely so that otght

to be final and the matter should”

not be a piece of legal Hrivolity]

rhroum to the SC” Manuelsaid.- =
T La Union, Yesd Canane,’

i whe HuIS 3 canteen dt Bacno
“town’ market, said life was better-
undathe Marcos admunqtamom. ;

“Iwas still young Lvnr‘I-xen Mar-_ j
cos Tuled the country] but I re-
. ‘member life was ‘better. Now,
only the politicians are getting
rich, 1 do. not believe repaits
that Marcos plundered the
Phlhppmes *shesaid. - -

Mae- Rosemond Perez 52

-- - head teacher of La Union Na-

‘tional H1gh Schoel, desenibed.
reperts of - "Marcos” alleged
crimesas “purs fictien.” .7
- * remembet being, g1venm1]_k
" to drink and pan de sal to eat.

b elunng my school days funder

the Marcos regime],” she said,
roting that life was better fo1
_ schoolchildren i the 1970s;
AbviTnana Pohguit. 27, a banlc
emploves mn San Fernando City;
send she was sgamst martial law;.
. “bitt added, “Some people i 'lmbw ,
who lived during the regime said
Marces was not tetally [bad]
Reports from Leilanie Adriano,
-Gabriel - Gardinoga, - Villamor -
Visava Jr. and Yolanda Sotelo,
Inquirer Northern Luzon -

2|
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ﬂang-saabagm ,mte:aﬂg'
iy Kasagsgydin s LA A
’ }_—‘I‘mfh am&a narampat

mora Ii:_yaugs: Matcos na
: i nmutumng ng 1537 di’kta
- M'atat '_daang una " o artumangay ng perang‘
an -mgham ng paﬁsycm ”tauubayan BT

29
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¢ Malaysian Prime Mmlster Navb : 0 Wi e

! Razak has expressed confidence that

' pegcs 1n Mindanao will be achieved -
. ndér Presidént Durterte, Presiderifiel -

¢ Adwser an the Peace Pro
i Durevasald yesterday *.

o Najib last Monday 1 Putnajay:
said the Malaysian leader alse re

firmed his ‘commstmenst t6-effore 1
attamrhg peace and security o Mind-
anao:as well as mn the ASEAN region -

“The PM immediately sad he

%‘-ﬁ@i}ﬁdem that ynder Presidei

wierke: Whi cémnes. from Mand- T 23
enap, we will finally see peace m - 1:>rraﬂstsam te:

" and the need 0. msull alg
: maﬁerahonfo ountet

Mirdanao and m thP whnl:e Coun-
try,” Dureza saad. -
He said Najib also menhoned

Doqsmle Malaysian econormuc con- .

tributions to help and support
peace and ae«elupment effort.s mn

Mirdanao, . o

- Dureza said he ex‘rended'

Duterte 5 gratitude for Malavera's
10K port mthe negotiationg and Ma-

nila’s mvitanon to Kaale Lumptr™

- to sall help m the 1mp1ementauon
of ﬂﬁe Ba:ngsamoro peace process.

o % Dieza; who'paid a couftesy: eall ds;egmé:s ‘the grnwing

: T
.{c-rmeg him of the recerit vasdt of

Terterate hls :

‘ion, Duriza said they both empha-

Page:l_'_'

By JOSE RODEL CLAPAND

s ‘DurPZa saad Napb alsn empha.- ;
wed the importance i ACONOHE . -
pmenthm anacto

SR

{ coaperati

ng ‘
me pe:&t.cda roadma ; i R

gnﬂds mi se:rmdess f‘l‘(lm sort to;
Presaidentt Dudette to Sulu te pre- - potf m: ’tb:e south, _which he alm
i1l Eay ;

asely and personally oversee and
djrecaveatc theArmed )

he said.. - S
Dufeza: saldﬂiey albopem‘tbd out E ,'

the significance of the recent trilat '*;Pu@m (M N

eral meeting among the Philippanes, . Misuari on’rhep'ea' g irintiatives
- Indonesma and Malaysia to dgalwith - th Mindanao bud the meeting

security threats mthe com:m-)n sea  did not push through

Duterte sard he might meet
Ivhsuan eaxly next year atter
the resamption of peace ini-
sized ihe urgend need tu revital- - fatives with the Moré Islamrc
. ize a.nd ﬁPscale the actn&tles ofthe"" L*Ibera’lmn »‘an 'WF} and
the MNLF . :

. Dureza went to MaIaysm to hold
* talks math representatives of the

: MILE. He stressed the meeting was
| cructal as the two sides have agreed
- on'the implementation phase of the

' peace agreement. .

The MNLE. however, sa1d any
meeunﬂ_lthh Misuati is not possible
unless the warrant of arrest is lifted..

. Misuari is facing rebellion
charges tor the Zamboanga siege in
20 1’4 - Wlth Perseus Ec emmada

borders . - -
With regard o regmnal coopera—

(02) 845-9555 Local: 5205,5295 |

d: oacpa. army2012@gmall com- l'eI no.
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Lo Mgh unad Sofyan WaR TRcuV- |
erad sbat7 30 . at the shore-..

. line of Barangay Bual m Luuk,
‘accopdimg o Ny

‘acgd Ma&iféﬂemoh Tan Jr; -
' Wokésm@h’.-ﬁ £0r th

Rl

: e Armed Forces ;.
Vestern Mimdanao Command
L1 Tan <aid Suiyan, 26, -disclosed
; that the Abu Sdryal had an-
i nounced that they would execute-
" hum, prompting hum Lo .escape m .
the mangioves between Baran-
gays Bnal and Bate-Ttum .~ .~ ..
Sofydn. one of seven crewmen
of TR Chdrles 001, was on the gz~ -

-,

FPUB
Army Core Purpose:

JFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIE

_The comp
remamed ‘i
weere Captain Fert _
‘gineer Muhammad Makbrur Dahr, - ps
as
Chief Officer Ispharl, Rohiz
and Muhammad Nasr:
s “The résidents

-~ fishnets along
rescoed hum.” s
" Sofyan was rmmediaiely
brought by the tesidants to the
‘Luuk pohee station ", ocad il

LIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.armyZ[l12@gmail.¢0

Pagé: 2

o his far

je 4% The ‘mitlfh
ariions of Sofyan who - the Indonesrans -
‘Abu Sayyat custody, _brothers group from
‘Antin, chiefen- < that operates along the Philip~
pmés-Indonesia border '1f1rleylaii'le;i g

: 5 =)

a’ 3 ;;. : :
rom Tawi-Tawi

jstant engineer Edy Suryoero,  .;

of the area 3
apped 1 the

tore and they

ofyan floatng, ir
8

Ta

release of the hastages. - :
- Tam séud the troops trom 1k
" Jomt Task Force Suli vrere scotr
-1 the Brea to track down the
¢ pandsts and rescue thé remaining
- hostages Lo L

Tan said the viclim was later

o

m ~ Tel no. (02) §45-95
le. Securing the land.

5.‘: Local: 5285, 5295
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“. escape by running and swim-

Indonesian escapes from Abus

By Julie S. Alipala
Inquirer Mindanao

ZAMBOANGA CITY—An In-
donesian sailor escaped from
his Abu Sayyaf captors in Sulu
province early Wednesday by
swimming out to sea after the
bandits threatened to behead

FrompageAl I

On June 25, the bandlts freed

six other crewmen, who amved’
at thet home port m Samarinda
in the Indonesian province of East

Kalimantarn on Borneo Island. -
-z “We were told he managed to

i ming to the sea” Tan sawd,

" adding that Sofyan had said the

bandits weére about to execute
him when he escaped

Caught infishnets .

Bual wvillagers found Sofyan
floating and caught i fishnets

along -the shore of a mangmve

arefi, Tan said

He was in goad healrh sald
Dr Raden Ikbala of Sulu Inte-
grated Provincial Hospital, “He

15 OK, healthj, but appealed

tramnauzed

- Sofyan was to be mrned over
to the provincial police office on
Jolo for documentation, de-
briefing and repatriation

him, a. military spokesperson
said. -

Residents of Bual vﬂlage in
Luuk, Jolo Island, spotted and
secured Mohammad T. Sofyan
floating off the shore after he
escaped under cover of dark-
ness, said Maj. Filemon Tan Jr,
spokesperson for the military’s

‘kbala said ' Sofyan had

it claimed that he and another

hostage ascaped -as their cap-
tors were asleep at 1 am. on
Wednesday

- Tan said troops were trymg to -
ﬁnd the other Indonestan’ - .. .-*

“We have no information on

the other captives, but troops in

- the area were ordered to use all

means to locate and rescue
them,” he said, g e

MNLF clalms credlt

- A faction of the Moro Nation-
al Liberation-Front (MNLF) led
by Nur Misuari claimed it res-
cued Sofyan.

“. “The MNLF 1s operating it

the second distret (of Sulu}
smee July 28, and we have
about 3,000 forces that are run-
ning after the Abu Sayyaf
group. This force 1s [led] by one
Commander Juthabr,” said
Samsula Adju, chan of the

MNLF Global Roving Diplome- -

cv and Peace Advocacy:

AT

.. Teacher kldnapped

Western Mindanao Command.
Abu Sayyaf bandits captured
Sofyan, 28, and six other crew
members of the Indonesian tug-
boat TB Charles 001 as it was
passing through waters off
southern Philippine islands on

June 23.
INDONESIAN/AIS

. “all we know is that this In-
donesian fled while we are pur-
sumg his captors,” Adju said,
adding that Sofyan’s captors
were led by Alhabsh: Nisaya. -
Adju samd Misaya tried to
snatch Sofyan back, “butit’s teo
late for them because our peo-
ple were sble to bring the in-
donesian down to the balangay
and later to the police.” =

~ Ikbala said a Filipino teacher
was kidnapped by still unkiown
men as she was on her way to
Madjunun Elementary School .
Julo town on Tuesday mormng.

He 1dentified the kidnap victim
only as Sandra, wife of a Marine

Tan said 16 foreigners—a
Dutch, a Noiweglan, nine In-
donesians = and - five
Malaysians—and ~eighi Fil-
ipinos were still being held by
the Abu Sayyaf 1n Sulu.

The bandms had beheaded
two Canadian hostages after
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15} UPPINgG At
j thc smﬂhem waters as secuntv-;
-, along coastsThas heen tightened.

" TLast week, Pres1de.nt Duterte

[ ordered the mlhtary to destray

thé Abu Sayyaf’ saymg that if 1t
failed to do.go, the Philippmes
nisked bemg contannnated” by

group inIraq and Syna.

The Abu Sajyaf has sworn al-

1eg1mce to 15, altnough the mil-

o the ulternatlorlal _uhad.lst
COI]:III‘"lIllT:V i

Celebas Sea

* A total of 24 Indonesmns--'_
have been Kidnapped by the’

Abu S_awaf this vear, hrehlight-

the Islamic State Is) _]machst - mgwna‘k secunt"m t}\e uelebﬁ
-~ . Sea that borders Malaysia, T[n-

‘ donema #nd the Philtppines: -,

Ten® of the hostages Wele

itzry says the bandits are mere- freed after ransc.ms were re-

lynding on the populanty of IS .

portwadlv paid. .

ndenesian aurhonne: have

said prracy m the Cslebes Sea, a

-. major sea-lane for the world’s iop-
% thermail coal exporter, could reach
! leiels previously seen in Sosalia
Indonesia, Malaysia and the -

Philippmes agreed in May to

LU

... Analysts
worth of cargo passes through
- the southern waters Svery ‘vear,

INGOOD

his escape from'.-
AbuSayyaf : -
bandits who,

on'june 23 :
cow-msum; PHOTO ‘

cafry oui caordmated pauols ‘
‘The - three: countries are con-.
cerneél the kldnappmgn piracy
‘and’ ‘other crime could under-
mlne COTIIN ercfe n the-region

sa'y' $40.. ‘bilhon

meludmg’ supertankers from

J the Indlan QOcean that caonot

use*t‘he t'_towded Walacca Strart..
With reports from Jerome An-
ing in Manila, Reuters and AP

abducted hlm s .
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Fltf‘@FWE«ARMYﬁHIEF Pusumpfmas zmaulvaudmanpamﬁﬁwﬁm‘i ot

,,__.-Bisga.onil:ﬁ

" (CEP, uinder Jose
:I:asPres:dentRndngoR

i peacenegohanonbetwe
. ‘government (GPH) !
L DemocraincFront (NDF).
“ In-Cagayan de Oro City,

(JASIGQ »
3 Are]lano sald thar Whlle tIhe toplcs_
“were-not being dlstussed the talks
wmﬂdhkehv go mto thal direction. .-
- figrlier, Pres1dentDawrte said that ;
th wotﬂﬂnnlonget beta]ksbetween * P

- as “Ka Paris” sans the
00 so“he can atte

demecratic rights and best interests of -
the Filipino people. Furthermore, we
haye plenty of mutual friends who help -
maintain our friendship.” he said ’

“We are both inspired by the princi-
ples and objectives of Kabataang ) Maka-
bayan and driven by the patriotie desire
to continue the unfinished revolution-of
Andres Bonifacio,” Sison added. .-~

During the forma) resumption of
peace talks, the CPP founder said that
he will be in touch with Duterte to make
the talks successful and beneficial.

-The peace- talks will also tackle
substantial issues on socio economic
reforms, political and constitutional

- 2+

_,,.'Florenma ‘Abbu of the Regional Trial *
© CourtBranch 17 ordered the {emporary: :: Wee

~ pelease of Alfredo Meupano alsp known
bail moneyof»_ _

Judge

2 ito . serve the natm

reforms, secunty and unmumty guar-

antees, cessation of hoqtlhtms anﬂ

disposition of forces ; 4
The negotiation is being hosted by

the Royal Norwegian Government.

In a statement, Labor Secretary
Silvestre Bello ITL, who is chiet govern-.
ment peace negotiator with the NDE,
said Duterte remains hopeful the peace
negotiations between the GPH and the
NDF will end the decades-old insur-

gency problem in Mindanao

"The president assured NDF law—
yers present during the meeting in
Malacanang yesterday that the NDF
consultants will fly to Oslo.” he said.

“the CPP- NPAANDF less than’a
ek after the President declared it: -

%0t friendship bas a strong basism
long—standmg cmoperainonand ma cor
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s RANGINGUNARS PARRYSSANG

Indonesian nakatakas
ca ASG., GuEF TG

L Alyag takaizkas ‘matapos Ty
“pnnong mauknigan Ba ‘pnaplano -
nd 1g_FUPo ang pagpagoei 52 ulo -
R
I =+ Dakong 7:30ng

o

fulll .,

;_ndng‘ F : 2 3 -
81 Saytan habang palatmg kg
| 'sa pagkakasalabid ‘sa ‘g laibat

. sa dalampasigan ng Mga barangay |
. BualatBato-fuurn, at agad nasmaglp TULOY PA Ril sa paghahatid:ng st _ e~
| % gt s 3 St L b ‘Paﬂhahattdﬂg Supply ng mda gulay mila:sa T
(. at dnale sa mrumispyong Lok . . Frinidag; Benguet patungong: letro'Manila sa kabila mysumud-sancd —

© -+ Naunaxto, hubinalang ASGdn1 *na pagbuhos.ng pag-ulan sa mga nakalipas na araw .. .

g g N g o Lo e BEALEY COMANDA

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.arm‘yz_mg@gméil.cofﬁ_-- Tel no. (62) 846-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securin

g the land.



Army Vision. BY 2028, 2 world-class Army that is a source of national pride

r='E@1.=-HE'ARW%H!EFcnéﬂs_tlsé?ﬁﬁiké%ﬁmnﬁﬂéfbabbéfaﬂﬂmé?@ﬁmﬁ!@m%iéﬁﬁnfa{n%;ﬂﬂéﬁs@;.fﬂ"éﬁﬁisﬁ;.éaﬂ;:sfﬁ

The Manila Times | 7=

I

[ August 2016

Sayyaf threatens to behead
hostage; Indonesian escapes

JAMBOARGA ITY: Suspected Abu Sayyaimill-
tants have threaiened 1o behead a youUng
Filipino nan they had kidnapped in the
southerr provmee of Sulu if their ransom
demand is aut paid i e

" “[tus developed ax an mdenes:an We- -

boat c1ew membel who Was set for execo-
tion by the Abu dasvat zscaped Wednesday
and was cescued by vilagers in 2 coastal

town m fulu

The militants arz demanding P1 million
1n sxchange for the life of Patrck James
ilmodovar. who is in hie early 20s, or they
wil kil him on August 24

I a ndeo clip released by the Abw
Savyaf, Almndovar appealed toihe govern-
ment to save hus hfe and pay {he ransom

»-ThroatarcA2

3 THREATENS FROM A1

Indonesian escapes -
1 g 1 4i‘f-’,’ f‘:&aé'
e anid the military said Mo-
. handad Sofyan, one ef seven cew

e BT

1 = Speaking 1n the Tausug dialect,.
| hebegged deeth\rTotohTaIland- i
jolo Mayor Kerkar Tan to pay e |
 Abwu Sayvaf despite 1he. strct DO~

-angom poli of the gowerpment . el .
amsom 2o o o 1 | el st el T
am a Cathotic To Govemot Totoh foun wilians trapped imside

'in the village of Bual 11

fan and Mayor Kerkat Tan andto penn : _
| my relaﬁt;es gam,appealmg foryow kIO . wheie the Al Sayyaf 18
1 helptofree fne frora Ty captors and § 1:101,@11 hg_stageis = -

! ﬂ:leyareashngl’lmiﬂiﬂmdﬁéﬁl‘fi F _
o pet what ey are dematding. | oo, ¢ e e
i 'tdlfegrvgﬂbeheaagmcﬂyétm m ! 3!;?1"*9_‘1‘3&% D E?ﬁ'.-'tq“e:hﬁ?-‘l’em?"ﬂ'
e afiemnon.” Almodovarsald'ntht l hm\guards. according t0 1e police
 twor minutedip. QLE S ool was unclesr how he ﬂed 1@
| ™ rThere were 0o spmediate state- * sategl {m.lwhetheturhls compathots..
- ; e S apestillaliveormot oo e
ments rom thepolice an¢ o . Themilitary’s Western Mindanae.
! Comgmand contirmed the ieport
and said the police have taken cus-
iody of the Indonesian Tl
“Troops of the Jomt Task Force
Sulu were directed to scour the
area and use all available assets
to possibly locate the jemaining
kidnap victins and conduct opera-
110ms to rescue them.” the military
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'; said na suatement

Ihe other sailois have been 1den
ﬁed as Ferq Atifin, the tugboat ships
pen; M ,Mahbrm Dahn, Edl Suryono,

A]habs: Misaya, 2 fom
... -of the Moro Natiorial J..Iberaﬂ
* Front (MNLF) that s:ngd A peace
deal with the gcwem 1€
tember 1996 .

MNLF and joined the Abu Sayyaf

- ‘ordered his-execution tor.a sti
. uuknown #éason; according.
| military 1nte111gence IepoTts”

- The Abu Sayyaf previdusly lud-

napped 14 Indonestan tugboat- .

crewmembers in separate attacks at
sea just this year and brought them
to Sul, one of ive provinces under
the Muslim sutonomous region .
They were eventually released
through the mtercession of Misuari.
* The mulitant group has beheaded
a Malaysian man and two Canadian
hostages in Sulu after their family
fafled to pay ransom money - - .
» Just this month, MNLF forces
clashed with Misaya's group in Ka-

"

s ]mgﬁfan‘c;aluang'mwn‘ and killed -

~ four Abu Sayyaf members
» Security officials said ihe fom
slainmilitants. mcludmgthe:r auto-:

. maﬁ(weapons,hadbeenrecoveled !
by the MNLE fighters headed byﬁ,,
Commﬁnders Taib Salhlbad, Aljh

OnT.aesday smpgct'ed 4&bu Sawaf
- .. ganmen abducted “puiblic school
._teacher Ednna Mamalas Bonsil

; Bonsﬂ was uavelhng on a leep
- when five gunmien flagged down

- the vehicl in Kanague village and

" forcibly dragged herout i
= Justlast month, Abu Sayyaf mili-

“‘Misaya had sph‘t with the. - tants seized three people, Shanff

 Julhasan Abirin, Levi Gonzales and

several yeals ago af‘ter MNLF . hus pregnant wife Daniela Taruc, in

founder Nuyr Mlsuan Ieportedly-‘

- avillage in Patikul town.
= The victims-were aboard a lti-

the wehicle in the village of l"lm-
'paok and seized them. -

cian for Globe Telecom—if then

demand of a P1-million 1ansom is '

not pad by the Ayala-led company
- President Rodrigo Duterte or-

dered troops last week to intensify
thelr anti-terrorism campaign, ia-"

cluding operations against the Abu
Savyaf, which is still holding more

thana dozen mostly Asian hustages '

m the restive Muslim region. ~
AL JACINTO

cab when QUnrhen flagged down -

- Thegunmen: tnreatenedtobehead '
' honza]esnwho works as a techni-

dd: cacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Tel ho. {02) 845-9553 Loca
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; !:'53 FiE AT i—j‘-‘% sT Poiluememscort Indoneslan Mubamai
| Where he hadamedlca! check-up shortly after escaping from his- Abu S
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YOMAN seeking medical attention waits to board a military C-130 plane as;people were evacuated In Tacloban City dfter Supertyphoon -,
slanda” struck in 2013, The Philippine Air Force’s smaller aircraft, like helicopters, will again be tapped to bring patientsin Southern . .
:alog’s island provinces tohospitals in Metro Manila througha partnership with the Department of Health., - == "0 ~os oo o “RAFFY LERMA

G
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! rhﬂ ;;e ntg;ﬁ That the pa&.n aﬁmmmmtmn uf Tw:mm}r nﬂﬂlected-' :
e m:h s agriculiure un ‘which HIHJﬂlﬂ'}' of Filipinns ﬂey
|\ | \Ppesented asthe budget quppm'tm:rthe 1fipoint econ
i'- a,genda of Duterte were: infrastructure, P60 billion whichis 13,8
| percenthlghﬁr than this year ﬁbudﬂet rule of I:;w P110.4 bilion

{ for ThEPhl-h]‘lme Natiana Police (PNP) which Is 24.6 p.ﬂr('ent ]
' higher than this year and P130.6 billion for the Armed Forces of
- thePhilipgines to supporvihe administration’s drive againsf crime,
i | ille géﬂ drugs and lerrorisid, anid P32 5 billion to declty the courts; -
i agriculture and agraran reform P 1200,5 billion; technology am‘i’
. innovation, P3.56 billion for the Department of Information and.
| Communicationsand P20.8 billion for the Department of Seience:
I

.-,-T'-w, Jr N

and Technolugy; education, P63Y. 95 billion; health, P1515 billien;
| social weltare and sustainable livelihood, P120.0 billion for the |
|- Department of Bocial Welfare and Development and P13, 5 billion !
| [ithe l’hp&rhwnt af Labor and Employment; energy, FFD.0 billion
‘ for electrification; and disaster risk reduction and environmental
L Drﬂterhﬂn, 373 billion for the National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Fund and P29.4 hillion for the De parunent of .
Environment and Natural Resources; -
’ Also the National Expendituré Program or the Palace 901" {
* budget proposal seeks a ten-fold increase in the budget for

the Uffice nf‘thL President to P20 billion from P2.8 billion

4 ﬂ'llS vear.
79
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. Inder. EXBLIILWP Ol'dF‘I 1 the fnet 1ssued by Duterte, th@

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF|. .
— change commg

e ——

.il 13.8 percent higher than this vear's budget but it represents 5.4

1 Oiltld.yb during the previous a.dnumstraﬂnn that Dloknu accused

Ga Operative Developm: ent Autlmntg, Honsing and Urban
| Development Coordinating Couneil, National Antl-Pwerty
"~ Coit s’m "Natmnal COIIIIIII&’SIOII on Indlgemus Peoplses, :
ﬁatl . '

Auth@nt}', Namonal Youth C ‘ommigsion, ¢ Offiw of the Pres
=ntet, Ph]]m.pme Gﬂmmissmn unW

- Linle ""‘cha:nge,s are mstltuteram the bC’I‘ howev‘er s nnpact
- {m thg poverty smuauonm]l“remam as neghglble as before. The -
-, poverty level under the admizdstration of Noymoy- remamed a.t aj‘-"
i . 00 pht:mf ”Smrcemtthmughme entire six years he wasinpower -
v desprl;e the billtons of pasns allotted tothe CCT pmgraﬁi. oy
© ~ Since the budget shouldbe a reflection of the policy focus
(- gfthe: gowrnmmt thé Dutertéadministration is expgcted;g
:; hexy yeat to remam focused onthe war on daru g5 W’ﬂ"h the
‘ hugg ingrease inthe budget of the P’\TF S g

=
Iy

_1 Dutertf- had ba.ld that the crmcerns on t’he narcet’-{'s trade'-';‘g

and the o*veralr peace and order situation. would have .

_.; stabilized after ¢ix raonths of his presidency that will allew
qu aaministration to focus on ether problems of the country. -
_The 2617 budget, however, does not show the Duterte -

i <comm11sme‘rrt and ut the sametime his supposed attpntwn“&;?
- to. ather problprns confronting the riatien. - ¢ o]
P Even, the promised massive infrastructure buildup that ‘-
‘ 'Duterte s ecenomic managers said would resultin a 24/7

* gonstruction of guvnrnment prq]ects wis ncft dlsoermble m"'

_the proposed 2017 budget. -
‘Budget Secretary Ben Dlokno earher '-a.ld the econnmy is

& '“dehmenf in all types of infrastructure. "The DBM is committed
m tuke infrastructure qpendmg from alow five percent to ahigh -

‘» of le 10 seven percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) next

yem Thp total proposed budget for infrastructure is P860.7B or

percent of the GDP which is not much of a change from the .

' of underspending the budget. :
_ The lack of a clear economic roadmap was among the

most raised eriticism on the administration of Noynoy.

45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

‘Based on the 2017 budget there appears to be little or no
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Marcos ‘war m

Because of the outcry of tens of thousards of vichms of
the Marcos diccatorship over Presideni Duterte’s plan
to bury in the Libingan ng mga Bryani the corpse of
president-ciciator Ferdinand Morcos who Jied m
Hawan in 1989, I am seriabzing the piece “The Other
Version. of FM's Wer Explotts” by Bonifacto Gillego
published n WE Forum i November 1982 It was
written for @ major US newspaper, but pubhcanon
was withheld because of Marcos state wistt, The long
piece caused the raid and closure of WE Forum and
the arrest of editor Jose Burgos ' and staff It is m-
cluded r1 the book “Press Freedom Under Siege. Re-
Prtage ihat Challenged the Marcos Dictatorshup’

{UP Press, 2017} Gillego, a former soldier and mem-
ber of the 1971 Censtirutional Convention, was i ex-
e i the United Stuies and working with ihe Move-
ment for a Free Philippines when he researched his
piece He became a congressman after Edsa i toppled

the Marcos dictatrship in 1986. He died in 2002 His

name i etched on the Wall of Remembrance of the
Bantayog ng mga Bayari in Quezon City. 1 ©

HOW MANY medals did Marces actually re-
ceive for his alleged feats of hetoism m World War
II* The rovnt-has become ammmbers zamé -

Hartzell Spence, m his book, “For Every Tear a
Victoty: The Story of Ferdinand E. Marcos” (Mc-
Graw-Hill Inc., New York, 1964), credits Marcos

with 28, including Amcrican awards. More-a-ha- -

giographer than a biographer, Spence has been the
surveyor of emoroidered tales about Marcos’ life
ind deeds o the ‘credulous and gullible public,
w th Phitinnine and . merican. Tt was Spence who
sropagated the myth tnat Martos singlehandedly
lelayed the full of Bataan by three mionths—wath
he encouragement and consent, no doubr, of Mar-
:0s. It was Spence who.recounted the ridiculous
itory that when Gen. Omar Bradley “saw Fordi-
1and’s six rows of tibbons headed by 22 valor
nedals including the Distinguished Service Cross,
he four-star general saluted Marcos.”

The story is patenitly false becatise in May 1947,
he date of the comic Bradlev-Marcos encounter in
he Pentagon. the Armed Forces of the Philippines
AFP) could acount only for st war medals. Most
f the medals of Marcos were coriferred on fum by

it ko S
§ i'cg ?‘3 v
m bk \-*au o

HumMmaN
FACE

Ma. Ceres P Doyo =

the AFP only from 1948 to 1963.

- On.the ocrasion of the mulurmllion-dullar ex-
travaganza (the Marcos state visit 1o the TJSA), the
Philippime Embassy 1n Washington, DC gave the
widest dissemination of propaganda matenals glo-
nifying the war exploits of Marcos A brochure -
tled “Friends in War, Ferdinand E. Marcos in the Pa-
cific War, 1941-45" tabulates 32 medals. The sou-
VENIr Program contains, among others, a picture of
Marcos with the inscripnon at the back that duriag
the Pacific War, Marcos won 33 American and
Philippme medals. A more rmndest claim, however,
1smade that Mareos delayed ihe fall of Bataan “hy
weeks,” not three months, as Spence propagan-
dized earlier 1 his campaign biography of Marcos

- The' salve -of pacans to Marcos' vaunsed war

‘hertiism ‘was part of a well-funded drwve to influ--

ence the powers-that-be in the US to award Mar-
cos the Congressional Medal of Honot, At this junc-
iure, it may e recalled that it was Spence again
who fantasrzed that upon heanng the explaits of
Murcos 1 Bataan, Gen. Jonathan Waimwrnght
from s headquarters 1n Corregidor called by
phone the 215t Division direcdng that Matcos be
recommended for & Congressional Medal f Hon-
or. Accoraingly, Brig. Gen. Mateo Capmpin al-
legedly made the recommendation but the papers
got conveniently lost, henve the explananon why
Mareos was robbed of the singular houor of recerv-
ing the much coveted American award

Claiming that the recommendation was “side-
tracked,” Bataan, purportediy a Philippine maga-
zine published in Washingron, DC, ~ame out with
a special edition (Sept. 20, 1982) wgiag the con-
ferment of the Cengressional Medal of Honer on
Marcos 40 years after the guns of Bataan and Cor-
regidor were silenced!

15

edals’ exposed, questioned (1)

* Unfortunately for the drumbeaters of Marco:
dhe grant of the Gongressional Medal of Hono
has prescribed time Bmitations. The recommer
danon has to be made within two years after th
deed of extraordinary valor above and beyon
the call of duty. The actual conferment has to b
ruade within three years after such deed. Only th
1S Congress can waive the ttme limitaticn, hu
apparently ihe move for Congressional waive
was laughed off

There s nor.a scintilla of =vidence in the files n
the S Army Center of Military History, the Na
tional [Personnel| Records Center of the [Nation
al] Archives, the US Army Library Pentagon
the Library of Congress, ete. that Marcos per
formed an authentic deed of extraordinary valos
deserving the grant of the Congressional Medal o
Valor. .

The reporis of and about the defense of Bataar
by the staff of Gen Douglas MacArthur, Junathiar

Waiwnight and George Parker Jr do not show
the faintest wrace of Marcos' single-handed feai of
sternmiig the tide of Japanese advance in Batast
that dejayed its fall by three months. Even the
foremost deodorizr of the Marcos dictitorship,
Carfos B Romulo, made no tuention of Marcos
among the heroes he “walked with.”

But the ceunt remanns. The statistical projection,
whethen it be 28, 32 or 23, creates and fosters the
Impression—as 1t is deliberately intended te—that
Marcns was the most decorated Filipino soldier m
World War I1. None of the participant nations dur-
ang the war could produce a hero with as many
awards as Marcos—uot excluding General
MacArthur lvmself That 15, if the count of the Mar-
cos medals is devoid of fraudulence and deception.

What 13 deliberately concealed in‘the account-
ing of the Marcos medals is the date of issue of
each of the awards: If this one essential detail is
shown, the stark truth stands out It ‘was not dur-
ing the war that he was awarded these medals.
Marcos managed to have himself awarded these
medals by the AFP long after the war was over!

(More details in succeeding parts.)

e
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DUTY
CALLS
FLORENCIO
FIANZA

| IT IS now up to the Supreme

. Court to decide’ whether -the

i late Psesuflent ‘Ferdmand Mar—

.'; mmtarv cemetery at FertBom- 3
: fauo or lemgan :ug mga Bay-

. aniasitis pupulatly known. -
' Twcnty seven. years. af-

te1 the death of the fermar-

: strongma:m the. “war 18 still
1aging His enemies are as de-
termined as everte deny him
burial at Fort Bemfacie witere
soldiers and forme:r soldiers
are buried. Admittedly, Mar-

.cos 15 almgethcr 4 (ifferent

“case. He was dem@cratlcaﬂ}

‘elected twice as president
but ruled as a virtzal dicta-
tor for 12 years for a total
of 20 years This makes him

the Jongest-serving pre31denf

of the- country. During his
long reign, many abuses that
caused his eventual downfall
in a military—civilian upris-
ing in 1986 were committed.

. He was driven into exile to
Hawaii where he died in 1989.
His remains was eventually
brought to Ilocos Norte during
the term of former Piesident
Fidel Ramos where it remains
to this day.

e Lihmgﬂh ngmgaaﬁ'ayani i

he won the elections. Heds m@w‘
fulfifling that. promlse Th‘ls
has, however, rekindled “the.
controversy between. the. late
strongpian and’ hi§ enemies.

¢ One would thmk thathis burial

should simply be govexned by.
negnlanons which an this case.
is the Armed’ I"orccs “of the'

__ Philippines Regma,tmns 161
375 1gsued on 3 April 1986 dur-
,ng the term of the iate Enes;—'

dent Corv Aqumm

_ In that AFPR, it is- olear ﬁhat
Marcos 1s entitled to be buried
at the LNMB. But Cory Agqui-
no exercised her prmgahve as
President and Commander-in-

. Chuef and proh1b1ted the burial
* of Marcos at the LNMB Now,:
. President Duterte 1s also exet-

cising his prerogative as Presi-

dent and Commander—m-cmef
by allowing the burial bt the
opponents of Marcos cannet
accept th1s **

The case of Marcos Is nnt
nnigue in history. There have
been many controyersial lead-
ers 10 yecent times who should

be restlng n peace dftex their
'ﬂlm ‘toAS

e
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ut " are -
ae to inind’ that althaugh 'nuiz

-same, "are’ * somewhai’ simi-

Thilipre Pstawn was' & dist =

rushed soldier and leader of
nee during the first half of
20th century. He was known

he Lion of Vi erdun Astheal-
{ commander durmg ‘the bai- -

of Verdun during Werld ‘War

& stopped ibe advance of the

‘man army and subsequent—
cemented his reputation as
of the ablest and respected
nch generals He was eventu-
_promoted to the exulted ifle

viarshal of France for tis ser- -

sy during World War L Dur-
‘World War II, he took on the
yonsibility of taking charge
the part of France that was

~-occupicd by the Germans

8¢ oapltal was located'in the
town of Vichy It us better

knownt@day s-ls‘ the Vichy re- .

grme Petain’s oovernment was

it .fanﬁﬂes@mh@ns were also
taken away from-hira except his
title as Marshal. of France. But
due to his old age, the sentence

was commuted o life imprison- -
meut He was. or1g1naﬂy jailed m
inamiand France but later trans-
ferred to the little French 1sland
of He d’Yeu 0 the AtlantiC ocean”
where he eventually died at the -
age of 9= -m 1951 He is burled
there te this-day. .

to Mascos is that there are peo-
ple to this day who want Petain
to be reburied at the military
cemetery at Douamont in Ver-
dun where the puhitary dead of
France are buried. In fact, some-
time 1n 1973, the coffin of Petain

accused of r'o‘llaboratmg with ¥ 1§
the Germans 50 much so that af- - ief
. ter the war; Petain was chatged - ontap-0
with itreason: “and was. found Mo
guilty- after a'controversial trial - W
éhiced 10 death. All his ¢

What makes this case snmlar '

was stolen mmpartcily*fer burial-
- tgim. experience can teach us

atD@uam:mt 1t was: subsequnnt—

up te t‘tns c?la3

. ‘This Douammt cemetery 15"
the equivalent of our Libingan.
ng mga Bayani. Unlike Petam,
howevez, Marcos was mever
sharged or convicted of any -
crime that would have disquah--

fied his bunal af the. ILNMB
Premdent Duterte believes.-thai
burying Marcos at the LNMB

will pat-ciesure to the Maicos..
- 15 now buried m Saudi Araba.

controversy.but Rep. Edoel Lag-

man does nwt believe 30 '[1: Sigle

handto say whos Tight. =

. Perhaps 1f all the actors of
the so-called Edsa uprising are
all gone.-a ‘more objective as-
sessment of those tumultuons

events of the last 12 years of-

the Marcos rule can be made

"

devmd of biases But if the. Pe-

Wmlﬂg”‘ll‘ ot that stmplesiy
P qase*was that of the.

;&hoewavs driven- like Marcos;
sout of s coumtry in 1979 He
initially “wenl to live in Libya

¥ pfter his ovster. bit eventually
“moved to Saudi Arabia where

be . died .1n..2003.. Before his
desth, he fraed to seck permis-
smn from: the ‘Ugandan goverh-
tment to go home %o Jie but lus -
request was denied with the
‘warmng thaf af he steps mside -

JJganda, he, w;llll ‘be put on trial

for the crimes commatted dur-
ing hss reign-as president, He

“ Is there another lesson to be.
learned here? Yes, This contre-
versy <hould be 2 warning to
aspiring leaders who want to go
the Marcos way that when they
die as we all do, it will net be.
altogether sure that they wxll bef
resting in peace -
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I et bail 1o eneble them to ol fhe famal peate tlks yith e
In Oslay, Noryway, next The 18, long wikn, o gthers covered by
O Safety and Imminity Guarantees (JASIG), were refeased after the

itions With the Supreme.Court whiah directed Ehe lower.colrs cance

| hesnfs on motons for DAl o e L _
Lesdifigthe 20 who will be proceeding ta'Oslo this weekend are Benita Tiamzon, =chalfman™
of the Communist Party of the Philippines, and his wife Wima Tiamze?, sacretary-general, who

| had been detained in Quezon City since they were arrested In Cebu in March, 2014, .

- They will b joined by other leaders of the NDF wha metwith President Dutettein Malacaha

| Tusstlay, At the meeting were former Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampg, Fide] Agcaoili,and Eq

| Olalia. They held preliminary talks with the government peace panel members lec
Secretary Sivestre Bello 111, Presidential Peare Adviser on the Peace Process Jest
lead the government panel in the Oslo talks. e

The coming talks in-Osio will put President Duterte’s peace effors with ﬂ'leCommu T
back on track. At His State-of-the-Nation Acdress (25t 1Uly 25 itmay he recalled; hie anneupced:

3 Lirilataral ceasefire with the rebel group. But it was answered with an ambusti by theNew =

Pagpie’s Army (MPA) that illed a militla man of the 80th Infanmy ﬁattaliomlrﬁaavad g =
MNoHe, S . L
ThiS |ed to an axchange of angry words with CPP Founding Chairmar Jose Ma. “Sison Who ™
is now Iving in exlle In the Netherlands. Sison foliowed (L up with & withdrawal of support far
Dutertes ant-drugs campalgn, The CPP then said it would issue its own statement on & jeint
ceasefire with the government to be made on August 20, =ar b S s
August 20 is the official start of the Dslo talks with negotiations proceadling in the succeeding
days ending August 27 next week. President Duterte may have been teo-hopeful when he ®
thowatit [is initial mave foran immediate ceaseine wolld sticossd, It looks ket will beamuds?,
longer process as the Communist left (s out to get something substantial from the government
before it lays down its arms. A
Thus the Gsio {alks are expected to discuss such issues as Sono-eConomic reforms, political
\and constitutional reforms, security and Immunity guarantees, cessation of hostilites, and
1 disposition of forces. It may be pointed out that these were amang the Issues that wWere taken ™
up ir the peace miks between the government anclthe Mora rebels that led to the Bangsaimorg
| agreement. Ve el g
The road to peace with the CPP, its military arm the NPA, and its political arm the NDF now
looks a fittle more promising than before, We hope |t will lead to a real agieement that will
and the almost five decades-old NPA rebellion, the longest-running Communist insurgency-in

all of Asia.
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ocksatisang ace habang  PUTLS T8 o vans
- sByhg 11 pun- . patne biogksatdalawang
mula kay. apeshabangnalmitahans! -

dag ‘s Mika pintcs unsed ng-matisay

' Reves ng ‘Syam Né PUR-rja depensang Iniaiag.ng
tos nguAtt malakl ang nak- CargoMovers =~ -l

amipag ml teserve open. . Aparie ang Foton sa
 hitter Gy Demechionand:-. ¢ yng department Rang -

| kakuhang anmnapuros.

+ - - ‘Pinaghirapan Rarmn

 fiong panalo Ba 1o dahll
bliehg Seasen naminiong
mapaho Pefopnakiang. .
{eam ang character namin

Subait hina 1o sapat
matapos ruakagawa ang

humetaw fong 51 aftacks
lgmparase-41.jamang ng.
P21 ogstios Abanterinang
Tomadoes<sadigs 84-28.

" Tomagoes ng 37 uniored -
eros . — =
‘Pirangalanan ang

Rdokie. Drat top pick.ra s

2 GaangbilangFirstOutside

+ Spirer habang Second

* ‘Bast Outside Spiket si Bar-

: padeth Pons ng Petron

+ Tn-Actly Sphkers

~*! Nakuha naman M.

| Marafio ang First Middle

< Blocker award samanta-
“lang Second Béest Middhe
 Blocker  Santiago

! Angibapang awardess

{ ay sina Jovelyn Gonzaga

i ng RC Cola-Anmy pilang

' Best Opposite Spiker,
: Macandilibilang

| Libero at Fajarde bilang

_ BestSefter = - .

. Minanghal na Most Va-
abie Player st Macandili

7) na funay na nagpamalas

ng husay sa pagmando ng
' gepensa ngCargo Movers _

sboroe - ST

g g
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RIUDEJJ“LNE‘JRD—M Manu Gino- --ently Icz

L hilifwalked. off the baskethafl
court, a legion of Argentina fans "

crowded arpund the t'l.umel

where players exit. _
“Ole; ole) nle, ole! T-.’auuuu _I"
Manuuuiil™ =ty

Ginoplli slapped hands and wav:d

1o @ crowd ehat could nol have been”
minte deligited, -“-'ml il came aftera
19-palit 1688 o Spatn in-group. play 2
The! BByear-nld Gidohili soaked m -
the admiranon; just like he's soakmy -

m-fiis fourth Olympics: And it un-

derscores that for se mary ath- -

lctesin oo de Janeiro, the “go

wold or go home” [pantra-

roldn’t he further from
thye truth

"My main goal 15 to

enjoy the exparnence

N Lane more time,” Gi-

W nobili said_ T had

\. 2 blastin the lasi-

| three ediions
U Tmoaldernow
"oso T ovalue
+ - things 2 lit-
e differ-

i

Mlchael B} elpb Tsain Bolt and

-~ back home for all of the 'mld ATIE;
~ around their necks For "&1e Vast ma -
jonty of athletes compeinng ¢ and then

home countries whosit. TalY:
thett sofas watching tromi afar, merél

gefring to the podnid is more than -

jusi good =nough I's cause tor a na-
tienz] hohday - ;

- Olaf Tuafte and” K]eul Borr'_b. poppea'

the bubbly and feasted on cake with
red and blue iang while Norwegian
newspapers haled them as heroes for

: . therr bronze medal in yowing. Filipmo
weghiltfter Hidityn Diaz recewed a’

personal message from the Presi-
dent—and nearly $53,000-—for fin-
1shing second and celebrations broke

out in towns across Colombia during-
boxer Yuberjen Martimez’s unexpect- .

ed run io the silver medal

-Heck, when Joseph Schoohng de-
feated Michuel Phelps m a heat of the
100-metet butterfly hus native Singa-
pore celebrated as if he had won the
gold medal—before he ACIUALI.Y
won the gold medal. :

Throughout the tennis tourna-

“EICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS=EN ment, the loudest cheers came for

Juan Martin del Potro, never more so

Army Core Purpose: < than when be fell short against Andy

Olymplcs higgest _stars: are halled_
* winch means gold for me;” said Del

i ‘fNaw I'Ve _got the sﬂaver medal

Poiro, who won bronze at the 2012
;Iymplcs ‘T cennot believe -1 will

- gmather medai 1(§Iaomeﬁ I@r :my 2
co1.1n1zy : 5

“There were blg ce.IPbrauons m Chlg
oredo and Turbo, two towns near the
Panama border that  have. been .

" “plagued by guerrilla and drug -traffick-

ng violence, afier Martinez beat Joah- -

T nys AIg]lagos of Cuba 11 the t»ernﬁ"mals

‘of the 49-kalogram drvision. . 7 -

Ginobii knows the chances of a
magm-l num o gold in Rio are small
His icam shocked the world "once
wheén they won the ttle in 2004 and
sparked a renewed commiment to m-
ternational plav from the nughtstmr-
ed States. .

This ttme ruound It’s about en_}oy-

- mg the ride. Sometimes, for the ath-

Jetes competing and the fans who love
them, that ismore than enough: -~ -
“T feel very fortunate to be here at
39 (years old).” Ginobili said. “At the
same time we're playing well, we
inade 1t to the quartertinals, it’s not a
given, and we're going to try and play
our best basketball possible; no mat-
ter who we play.” AP
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| HIDILYN Diazis all smiles during a press conference in Makati City. i Y ARNUI:D'AI;I“I’AEEI;I
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Iﬁhd_c‘_) 'nesian flees Abu Sayyaf ca'ptO,rS; found
trapped in fishnet !

(Associated Press) | Updated August 17, 2016 - 3.04pm

An Indonesian was rescued by joral residents in southern Philippines who found him fioating and trapped in fishnets

along the shoreline. CC/Sherry Genovar-Simons, stock

MANILA, Philippines — An Indonesian sailor escaped Wednesday from_ his Abu Sayyaf abductors in Sulu

after they threatened to behead him, officials said.
Sixteen other foreign hostages, including nine Indonesians, remain captives of the violent Muslim extremist

group in the predominantly Roman Catholic nation.

iaj. Filemon Tan, a regional military spokesman, said Mohammad Sayfan, 28, escaped in @ mangrove area in
the southern province of Sulu after he was threatened with beheading. He was rescued by local residents who
found him fioating and trapped in fishnets along the shoreline.

Sayfan was one of seven crew members abducted from a tugboat near the Philippine border in June.
indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines agreed in May fo cary out coordinated patrols, The three are
soncerned the kidnappings, piracy and other crime could undermine commerce in the region.

A total of 24 Indonesian have been kidnapped by the Abu Sayyaf this year, highlighting weak security in the
Celebes Sea that borders Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines. Ten of the hostages were freed after

ransoms were reportedly paid.

The Philippines says it has stepped up a military o

two Canadians it had held since September.
ran said that besides the Indonesians, five Malaysians, one Norwegian, a Dutchman, and at least five Filipino

iostages are still in the hands of the Abu Sayyaf.
Nashington and Manila list the Abu Sayyaf, which has more than 400 armed fighters, as a terrorist

srganization.

ffensive against the militants, who earlier this year beheaded
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sttp:/ /www . philstar.com/
Indonesian sailor escapes from Abu Sayyaf
captors

By Roel Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated August 17, 2016 - 1:44pm

Reflected sunlight forms a silvery mir_nf:f on the surface of the Sulu Sea in this Terra MODIS image acquired on April 6,

2004. NASA/Jeff Schmaltz

An Indonesian kidnap victim escaped Wednesday morning frem his Abu
ead him in a mangrove in Luuk town in Sulu, a military official said.
30 a.m. along the shore of Barangay Bual in Luuk, according to Maj.
anao Command (Westmincom).

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines --
Sayyaf captors who were planning to beh
‘Mohammad Sofyan was found about 7:
Filemon Tan Jr., spokesperson of the Western Mind
Tan said Sofyan disclosed that the Abu Sayyaf group declared that they-wouid exscute him, prompting him to
iry to escape in the mangroves between the areas of barangays Bual and Bato-itum.

He said that residents saw Sofyan near the shore trapped among fishnets. They immediately brought him to

the municipal police station in Luuk.
Tan said Sofyan was later brought to the Sulu Provincial Police Office for processing. and documentation
hefore he will be sent home to his family.

Sofyan, 26, was among the seven crew members
seized in the Sulu Sea on June 23. The tugboat, which wa

Philippines.
Sofyan's companions ship captain Feri Arifin, Muhammad Mahbrur Dahri, Edy Suryono, ismail, Robin

and Muhammad Nasir are still in Abu Sayyaf custody.
The military identified those responsible in the abduction as the Tawi-Tawi-based Muktadit Brothers. The group

kidnaps crews and transfers their victims to the Abu Sayyaf group.
According to reports on the ground, the Abu Sayyaf demanded a ransom of 20 million indonesian Ringgit,

around P70,000, for the release of the Indonesian hostages.
Tan said troops from Joint Task Force Sulu are scouring the area t

rescue them.

of a tugboat that an Abu Sayyaf-linked kidnapping group
s towing a barge, was sailing to Indonesia from the

Peter

o track down the remaining hostages and

Y

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that Is a source of national pride.

http.//dwdd.com.ph/

NAT'L BUDGET | AFP, PNP to receive
significant increase in the 2017 proposed
budget

Marycet Necio Batara

QUEZON CITY — The security forces of the countries such as the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National
Police (PNP) will get higher budgst according to the proposal
made by the Depamment of Budget and Management (DBM)
submitted to the House of Representauves Monday mamlng

From the 3.36-T pesos proposed budget the AFP wrll receive a
total of P130.6 billion, 15 percent higher compared to the previous
budget— to intensify security efforts in the Philippine islands and
conduct counter-terrorism operations against lawless elements.
The increased budget will also contribute to the organization’s
vision by 2028. to be ‘a world-class armed forces, and a source of

pational pride’

The PNP, which has been the AFP’s partner on security development will also get an increase of P110.4
billion, hiked by 24.6 percent compared in 2016. The increase will be used to purchase more patrol vehicles, to
finance more policemen, buy additional guns, and to address other crime and drug-related activities— in line

with Duterte administration’s drive against illegal drugs and criminality.

Meanwhile, the budget department assured that the 2017 national budget follows the ruling of the Supreme
Court on Priority Development Assistance Fund (PDAF), and it inciudes none in the entire proposal. However,
hudget secretary Benjamin Diokno said congressmen may request financial assistance to certain heads of

agencies to fund their projects

4
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retiredanalyst.blogspot.com

President Duterte gives Php250,000 to families of gov’t

troops killed in anti-drug operation
From the Philippine News Agency (Aug 17)

President Rodrigo Duterte promised on Wednesday to give Php250,000‘each to the families of the three
Philippine Navy personnel Killed in the anti-lllegal drug operations in North Cotabato three days ago.

President Duterte made the announcement during his visit at the wake of one of the victims, Navy Petty Officer
3 Darwin Espallardo, at the Bay 116 Terminal 3 of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA).

"We are helping the family’s expenses and. evérytnmg and they will gét from my social fund Php250,000. | wiil
deliver the money in about a week,” the PreSIdent said in a press briefing.

President Duterte also assured that the govemment will shoulder the schoolmg of the chffdren of the wctlms

Espallardo, Corporai Jose Miravalles, and anate 1 st Class Javpee Duran were kllled Whlle f"ve others were
wounded In a firefight that erupted while the joint government forces were serving warrants of arrest

Commander Madrox in Midsayap town, North Cotabato.

Madrox, known as Moks Masgal, is wanted for heinous crimes offenses and shabu distribution.

Four of Madrox followers were aiso Killed in the operations.

President Duterte vowed to continue his fight against illegal drugs until the last day of his term as President.
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hitp.//www pna gov.ph/
PAF to give Rio silver medalist Diaz a heroes'
welcome

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA. Aug. 17 (PNA) — For winning the country's first Olympic silver medal in 20 years, A2WC Hidiiyn =
Diaz will be given a heroes' welcome and promoted one rank higher Thursday morning.

This will take place at the Philippine Air Force (PAF)Y Gymnasium, Villar}ﬁor Air Base, Pasay City, said PAF
spokesman Col. Araus Robert Musico.

: "it's the ParF way of recogmzmg her (Dlaz 5) achlevement " he added.

_Diaz wul also be pmned the chevrons of her new rank of AIWC which is the F’AF 5 way of recognlzmg her
achrevement

Before the donmng of chevrons Diaz. in a motorcade, will tour around Villamor Air Base, and thereafter the
Olympian will make a short cali to PAF commander Lt. Gen. Edgar Fallorina who is expected to give some

tokens to the silver medalist.

"(Its a simple welcome effort) back after her outstanding display of athletic skill (at the Rio Olympic Games),"
Musico said.

The 25-year-old Diaz, a native of Zamboanga City, won her silver medal in the women's 58kg class event
which won by Chinese Hsu Shu-ching of Chinese Taipei via a record-breaking fashion

In the snatch event, she tallied 88 kg buf recovered in the clean and jerk lift, subcessfully lifting a 112 kg lift in
her second attempt, for a tota! of 200 kg, against Hsu.

Her silver medal won Sunday (Brazil time) was the Philippines' first Olympic medal in 20 years and the first
aver for a Filipina.

The last time the Philippines won a medal in the Olympics was in 1996 when Mansueto “Onyok” Velasco
competed in the light-flyweight category in boxing in the Atlanta Olympic Games. (PNA)

|.GI/PFN
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Joma Sison ‘reaffirms’ friendship with Duterte

Kristine Angeli Sabillo

Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) founder Jose Maria Sison and President Rodrigo Duterte. FILE PHOTOS

After trading barbs with President Rodrigo Duterte over the New People’s Army (NPA), Communist Party of the
Philippines (CPP) founder Jose Maria “Joma” Sison on Wednesday said the two of them are still good friends.
The statement of Sison, who is also chief political consultant of the CPP’s political arm—National Democratic
-ront of the Philippines (NDFP), comes after the release of consultants ivolved in the peace talks and
Duterte’s meeting with NDFP peace panel members. '

Once mere | am grateful to President Duterte for his acts of goodwill to move forward the peace negotiations
setween his government and the NDFP,” Sison, who is based in the Netherlands, said in social media post.

'He (Duterte) has made possible the release of the JASIG (Joint Agreement on Safety and immumty
suarantees)-protected NDFP consultants from prison and has graciously met the NDFP lawyers and
:onsultants together with his negotiators and other officials,” he said.

Juterte once called Sison “arrogant” while Sison, who was the President’'s former teacher, said Duterte acted
lke a “hoodlum (butangero)” after he demanded that the CPP declare a ceasefire.

Juring his first State of the Nation Address (Sona), Duterte declared a unilateral ceasefire. However, the CPP
diled to issue a reciprocal ceasefire in time for the President's deadline.

Despite a previous glitch in our communications, President Duterte and | remain good friends,” Sison said in
is recent statement. “Qur friendship has a strong basis in longstanding cooperation and in a common desire
2 serve the national and democratic rights and best interests of the Filipino peopie.”

le explained that the two of them “have plenty of mutual friends” who help “maintain” their friendship. =

We are both inspired by the principles and objectives of Kabataang Makabayan and driven by the patnotlc
asire to continue the unfinished revolution of Andres Bonifacio,” he said. “BAYAN and the producers of the
Im TIBAK (Kabataang Makabayan) have notified us of the plan to give us the Gawad Supremo soon in honor
i Bonifacio.”

ison said that he and Duterte will be “in touch with each other” during the formal peace talks in Oslo, Norway.
Ve intend to perform our respective parts in order to make the talks successful and beneficial to our people,”

# said. RAM
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