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THE PHILIPPINE gov-
ernment and commu-
nist guerrillas - have

. agreed to an indefinite

- ceasefire extension to
facilitate further peace

negutlatmns aimed at

_ . ending one of Asia’s

— | deadtiest and longest-

- running insurgencies, a

joint statement said last

mght 3 ey

-~ At the end of f-va-daﬁ peace

talks in Oslo, Norway; the Com-

munist Party of the Philippines
(CPF) agreed to extend a unilat-

l GOV A6
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Memibersof the
vt 7 ‘National
DemocraticiEront
. of the Philippines

. {from Jefe) Fidel
Agcaolll, Cum

. ledesma, jnse
: Mana Sison,Lujs l.‘
lalandnm,julletde =
. fimaand Asterio =

! Palimapdise their

P'ﬂqgﬁn mark.
i:heaend pfﬂhesf irse
e mundvofepeace i
- talks withxthe
govemment panel

inOslo, Norway. -

DRECLAUACONTREUTOR 3 :

Premdent Durem_a s own Jnﬂatf
eral esasefire, ‘was supposed o
2nd toddy.

“The Commurmst Party of the
Phﬂlppmes and the Nanenal
Demaerate -Front of the Phitips
pines {NDFP) shall declare and
issue an nidefinitz= wnilateral
. ceasefire order 1o the New Peo-
plé’s Army (NPA) and ihe seo-
ple’s militia, upon the end.of them
curzent ceasefire order on Aug
27, 2016, the statement said.

‘Both sides agreed io iecons
cile and develop then separate
peasefive orders o a single”
unﬂ‘ied decument wathie - 60

Durerte walked thé\emﬁniﬂe.'m-'"l"e_asftt'zuzi‘:r'éb‘el:i leadets to act as
He has also taken a step back to  “consuitants” to the negotiu-
zive the NDFP space under his , tiens io shmw “rhe gmremments

handle complamta and alleged
wiolations

The gGVemmenr peace panel
-was expected to ‘immedhately democratic and inclusive gov- smcenty:.

recommend” to the President the ernment,” Durezasaid - . ~The peat:e pzocess. winch has
sssuance of an amnesty procla-  “We will go home with 2 dragged on foi decades, broke

mation, subjeci to Congress” con- promise of 2 just and lasting down m 2001 when the Maois:
peace and our soldiers and the rebels backed out after the US

curtence, for the release of pris-
onets listed by the NDFP - - combatants of the NDFP finally governmeni—followed by the
Both panels agreed to meet coming to terms that the war European Union—oplaced them
again on Oct, 8-12, alsoinOslo. must end,” he added . on alist of terrorist orgamzations.
: ; The CPP launched its rebel- - : L8
7. Milestone lon in 1968. Its armed unit, the ‘Coalition :
: Presidential Adviser on the NFPA, is bélieved to have fewer = The peace effort resumed in }
e Peace Process Jesus Dureza de- than 4,000 fighters, down from 2011 under the sponsorship of
{ OFFICE OF THE, scribed the talks as “amilestone”  a peak of 26,000 in the 1980s Norway, but it had often bogged E?E__
; aimed at ending a protracted re-  when it drew strength from Fil- down as both sides accused

bellion that has lasted more than  ipinos fed up with the dictator- each other of insincerity. The
40 years, claiming more than ship of Ferdinand Marcos. -~ rebelshad also scored the previ-
37,000 lives and stunting the Peace talks resumed in Oslo ous governments for refusing
growthpotenhals of the country. 'this week, after five years, and demands by the rebels to re-
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President Durerte, who took
office on June 30, has made re-
sumpton of the ialks a top pr-
orty. The onetime untversity
student of CPP founder Jose
Marma Sison, 77, who once de-
scribed ‘Bimself as a socialist,
thad vowed to bring peace to a
country whase?e_cenamic?oten;
tials have often been “‘weighed
down by nsurgencies

He has even raised the possi-
brlity of forming a cealition gov-
ernment with the rebels, and
bus 'voung admymistration said

‘o= Monday 1t hoped to 1each & -
eactaccord withm ayear): - - = &
r--.;{.ﬁl‘l-ie.msida,sﬂwpemﬂareathg #F Norwegran Foreign Minister -

~ new life dito the process by dis-
cussing simultaneously the out-
standing issues of sorial and
€conomic reforms, politieal and

- forces,

Nomaywelﬁbm&imce .

constitutonal changes, and an |

end o hostilines.
Previous peace talks have

‘dealt with ope issue at a time.

The relels remain particular-

‘Wie firther welcome the ac-

- celgpation of the peace negona-

, on,” he saja. “Norway is com-

Initted 0 as8ISt YOu In your way

s topeace i oas =
* .. Government. chief negovator
- and Laboy Secretary Silvestra
- Bello IIf thardeed fus counter-

;- pantand expresspdawish thace.
; firial peace de e

1ild sopn e

oolang, toward: & final peace’
agreementwith.the NpFPte.end

' .almost _haif:a

eentury-of armed -

. hostilives in the cpuntryside < .-

Apart from the ensefire, both

stdes alsc agrepd-to teconstituie

. a bt of 1ebel leadets protecred
. from. arrest under .a previousty .

sigred agreement onsafety and

mhmumity from arrest

The .encrypted Jist wall can
tain the photos and identties of -

" rebel consultants whe ave “swil

ly acmve 1 the countryside,

where they are notorious for.ex-
tortion to fuel thejr rebellior.
lhey. have alse regularly at-
tacked police and military
somefimes. targetmy

them in urbanareas. - - -
Tiie US state department has
designated the CPP/NPA # for-
EI1gN MferTONSt Organization.

Borge Bretide hailed last night’s
document as “unprecedented”
and offered his  government's
commitment to contnue assist-

4

underground whoe will be 1m-
mune %o arrest while the peace
processesundergomy.” . v

The government: on.the other
hand would 18sue documents-of

. acknowledgment for the rebel

consultants sl in hidmg and
for the 54 “publicly known

NDFP personalittes,” AT
“I-am sure the Filipime people
appreciate the work of the two

< the lomma talles” Rispn’ i

“These” advarice thér ‘stmggle ;

for national and social revolu-
tion and for a just and lasting
peace™ . With reports from
Reuters and AFP
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Gov’t, NDF forge deal
for mdefmﬂ*e truc.e

By JOSE RODEL CLAPANG

An indefinite ceasefire
between the communist
rebels and the govern-
ment takes effect today
after their representatives
sizned a joiat declaration
in Norway to stop armed
hostilities in preparation
for talks to end once and
for all the dacades-long
rebellion.

The declaration oi the 'Tuce
come slmost simultanecusi:
vritn the ancur.czment of the
relezse of three policomen b
Newr People’s Armr (NPA}
rebels,

The truce was contained in

__aoint declaration committing

“t¢ uniiateral ceasefires vith
no time Hmey,” said Noryray's
foreiga Turdste: which span-
Photo f .
ota from hie Facebook page shows 'Sen, Manny Pacquiao with Chier Inspe. or Aeriold Ongeshen, sommanter of the-G 2 7.8
e Governor

somd the talks.
Genaroso nolice stati

TYay the join dec- ion in Davao Otfental and 071

NO said thi j t dec afterthey were relemsst. by fhe Nev Peoples Ay |rla ['_‘::;Er{ %::::3";1;;?3::&32? municipal police staflor: in Davao Jrienial

laration marks the resumption
of oz negoijations hetween
‘e hater uii"’h ishakon and
the }\.J-Li-on.u Dermacratic Fivat
e The larest ceasefiie was 4
conanuaanon of an eaclier one -
caled by Uie o emamen, i
which expired lodav.
Same 150,000 peop]e have
Gied in the conflict (nat began
almost half a century ago.
Both sidies said they had
made important progress in
the talks in Osioin advancing a
peace process that has d1agge od
on for decades.
“The joint siatemant ve .re
signing manifests the historic
a.gillf’lc.mce of ~vhat ve have
achieved,” seid Jose Maria 5i-
son, founder of the Communist

Turn tc Page 6 5
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.I’res1dv1r'1a1 peaca adﬂsnr
]esw; Dnrera-galled the state
ment & “lustoric and unpiec-:
Aam:ﬂséd evem‘t’ ardgwemda

P - Aasg
Peate’ nnd ot sraldmrs and
“the combatants of the NDR
fnalty corn ung fo, termF_fha
the wias st am] he addad
"He siressed ¢ acrmnoruious
exchanges-happened -
: "‘he discustions weie 0% al
evan, he sad, with off-the-cuif
sematks and bamer perodi-
r'.a].lv fziggeting Iaughtet n ‘che

0o

“Yes therz were brea.u n
hetween. bui they were de-
woted te discussimyg the fie
print of the documents and
draffs that were passed and
handed otit acrass the fab[e
Durezz sawd

They capped des .dlsms—
51008 and zxchangs of aotes
wiih 2 boodle h—gﬂ#*dmnei
Thursday evening - -

President Duterte hqd
provussed ic reopsn iatks #1d
release all webel ienders
detenticis Hunmy the elecuon
r'ﬂmpaigﬂ 'pennd ’
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Thiierte receied two cf the

“three 3ed pulicemen at the

G@V,t .From I'-\age'; t

headqua‘rters ofthe Axmed
. Forees of the Prulippimes East-

- ‘—..em Mmdanao Command m

l‘lavao Oneneal -
Pacman with

i« freed cops -
“Thé Hwo were Puliae Chiel

Inspecrer Avnald Ongachen
} w@’f e Covernor Generoso

q@aan];}cr—. and PO, 1]:21»
{a‘,np.nde lupnn bat m
MPpyagitinental: iy

amcompmlea b'g.

; adt were kepl away
irabrthemedia pendmg-&uear

rrval OfDu'f’:rhe at theicamp tor

the 10th annyretsary eelebra-
ton oi the Eagtern Mmdanac
Command The thizd police
captive, PO1 Richard Yu, was
released i Tandag Caty. -

An NDF siatement sazd four
more vaptive policemen are: sef

tobereeased inday m'Sur.gao

del Norte province. They ate-
P02 Caleb Sinaca, PO3 Tayroll
Bagayas and non-unitormed
versunne]l Redzige Angeb ot
the Malymone Muntcipal Pe-
fice Station and SPO3 Saritiage
Lamaniao of the Snngao qty

“Police

Accordmg to the NDF nress
staremert, the four were a-
rested dor 1meciheement 1 ille-
gat driggs and 1llegal gambling

mMaJmnc—\r\o and Surigae City -

In their siatement, the o
ades meafftimed oresious
agreetnents and ware set tr
casouss the release ot detamees

_ and who -hould gef AT~

¢
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* separatist

acrinag at amund '; ;

ity o take parrin the talks

MNegoti=tars -sand they san 4o-
complete the peace tatks i:n’

ame to 12 menths

Altheugh less numetous
and Tes. viglat Lha:n Mushm
sets i Mindanae,
the Maoists have inught and
suthwved suceessive Phuppine
admr ms’a a*lm 18 {01 nearly

ginee 2001 Tn:fu.{ ne»aue talkf;

neebeengong ansmee 1986

Dutevte sazd be_ wami:; o
end zuenilla wais; Wit ‘bath,

gomrarust and M i tebs .

els that have been-hampering

seconomic development “The

3.000-strong. New People's

l.:PP‘NDF w* '~~'\__"... -
“I am hapoy to anmeunce

te our fellow Frnpinos ihat.

the CPP-NFA-INDF apteed

“in Hedlute thil the vrilateral’

ceasehimz it hag declated.and
1% avour o lapse komorow .
(*Sah:rday) ie nuw Indefinite,
waid Labur Secietary ‘:ﬂﬁref-fw
Bello i Tslo .-

; NDF peau..e'pa:nd IﬂeadI mﬁ
Ta].am‘am Tatrde d Duerle"s

peace with the rebels
Tatandcn: smd the release
O‘f' 2' det: d'l:rlr‘d !
vl

T T DIISu.I.—

o e land.
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hands with Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello following the signing
an indefinite ceassfire deal yesterday. Looking on is Norway’s
- —hR

Minister of Foreign Affairs Boer
Hations | " "

The fermal session — the
frst after five yesrs — real-
firmed &l previousiy signed
agreements between the Phil-
ppine government and the
NDF such as The Hague

Joint Declaration in 1992, the

Joint Agreement on Safety
and Immumity Guarantees
(JASIG) in 1996, and the
Comprehensive Agreemernt
on Respect of Fumen Rights

and International Humam-

tatian Lew (CARHRIHL) 1n
1948 The documents ware

. signed during the Ramos
" admigmsiration, s e

At Malacafiang, presiderrhal
spokesperson Ermeste Abella
saict they are looking forward
{0 the eompletion uf the peace
prucessamgl the implementahon
of a comrrehensive agreement
an socio-economic ieforms

Aoy Core Pu

Ay

4IRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmai_!

vinrig-Gigse Ay 1al 5 8 sOLICeE of nationa' ride

add: oacpa.armyZUiZ@gmaiLcom ~Tel no. (0
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i Sadyandi
Meanwlnle, humai groups
axpressed thér support torthe
- peace talks, the Departmeni of
Senal Welfare and Develep-
ment \[D'SWDD) said yesterday.
. TheSadyand, almad term;
was joined by eight tribes
_and Morn. growps wihoch alsc

" negntiafions < sk

Cotabato. as thev calebrated
on Wednesday thew Solidarity
Festival througha “Sadyands,”
ot unity pact .
ge Brende. — “Specifically we are work-
) - mg with other government
‘CASER) within six months . agencies such as the Depart-
"We're happv that both par-  yrent of Education to build
Hes have promised i complete  more schools tor iumad chil-
thework,” Abella paid inyester-  dren and yourh, and to ensure
day’s prass bnefing in Malaca-  that the projects of the DSWD
flang. He smd Bello considers  dg not £0 against ihe weltare
CASER as the heart and soul of and rulture of cur [ucmad
the peace negotiations. brothers and sisters. We sup-
— - Earlier, the government. _port their struggle to Tecover
released several top-rank com-  and return 1 their ancestral
munist representatives to ai- lands.” Tagmwalo said
low them to join the talke, .  “The peace ialks between
:neiuding coupie Bentto and our governraent and the NDFP
‘Wilma Tiamzon Benito, chair-. azm to bring to the table the
man of che CPP-NPA, and substantive agenda for peace
Wilma, secretary zenergl, were  based om snctal justice T is
cavght m a military operation . goed thatfhe lumad and ether
im Aloguinsan town inCebuin . JP communities'support the
March 2015 - = =% .7 peare negotiations and that
Also released were Renante  they themselves are 1ssuing
Gamata, Tirso Aleantara, Adel-  ¢hew calls tu both parhes, ” she
berto Silva, Concha Avaneta- pomtedout - -
Bocala, Alan Jazmines, Arie! . ~With Edith Regalado, Ben
Arbitrario, Eddie Genelsa and  Serrano, Van Nilies, Pia Lee-
Alfredo Mapano Brago, Reuters

Democratic Front Qplgﬁt) shakes

-+

~vuiced support fur the peace

- Soeial Weltare Secretary
0 Tudv Tagtewalejoimned thoti-

|| - pandsuf mrmad and othermbal -
| groups 7 Xorenadel, Seuth.

.CO

posSE: SEIVINg he people. Securirg Ihe land.
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Army units.
1o support -
anti-illegal -

i

drugs

0

R

oo ME .

- ISULAN, Sultan Kudarat-Army
troops-m Centrat Mindanao have been
_ordered fo provide tactical support to
‘anh-drug operations laanched by law
‘enforcement units in the region

Lt Col. Ricky Bunayog, 33rd Infantry
Battalion{ 88rG TB) zommander. said
Friday that Army persomnel nnder s
command have been direeled to provide
augmentation and tactieal support-to

miT [ OE

‘the antr-drug operations condncted by
the police and Philppine Drug Enforee-
“ment Agency (PDEA) within therr area
‘ofresponsibility - - e

r The 33rd IB which 15 stationed in
“Presideni Quirino, Sultan Kudarat. has
Junsdiciion over ihe bordering towns
rof Magmindanao and Sulian Kudarst
‘provinces £

5" Bunavog said his corimand is actively
providing support to poiice and PDEA

personnel who sought their assistance i~
the eunduci of anti -drug operations withm -
thewr area of responsihility especially

“those ngh-valve drug personalities

~ He said the higher ups 1n the Philip.
“bine Army had a standing directive fo
"4l army vt o provide support. to the
“anfi-drug campaign of President Rodrigo
“Duterte

. Hesaidhis unithad facilitated the sur-
_render of atleast eight drug personalities
'in Datu Paglas Maguindanao who vielded
‘Several high-powered firearms including
“a 50 caliber Barrett sniper rifle.

“ “The army has been mandated to
Provide all-out support to the President’s

*anti-liegal drugs campaign,” Bunayog . - e
Igai E
O 67 said.

- s Tel

Ay

s AN 1

WREITA- B
L _S'Ehz[-i'i:_ P ,
R WATHINE JEATIRE YTRECAITE

perations -

ET e R s

Core Purpose Szrving

Sk

07wt ‘Oplan Tokhang' D
" Two suspected drug pushers were
“lalled m iwp separate anti-drng vpera-
“hons conduried by the police i Bubian
ity and Agusan del Sur, the regional
eommand ot northeasterns Mindanap Po-
-1ce Regional Office 13 (PRO 18) reported
_yesterday i, I ommn s Wl T |
* - The suspect. 1dentified as Ran] .
Oranza. 4% of Purok 3-B, Barangay
Ampayon. Butuan City. whe has already
- surrendered m “Opian ‘Tokhang” to au-
“thorities last Julys, 2014, was killed when
*he allegediv fired his-caliber .38 Tevolver-
_-atthe police at 8:a m. on Thursday
__ Pohce recoverad m the crime scene
_ onedired cartndge case of caliber 5.56mm,
“one fired cartridge case of caliber 9mm,
--one Smith & Wesson Speaial revolver
‘aliber 38 contaming one fired cartridge
“ease and 4 live ammunition and 1 hlack
“pouch (guess) containing 1 hig sachet
“of suspected shaba worih P295 060, two
“pleces elongated sacheis heat-sealed
fransparept sachets eontaimnmg sus-
pected shabu with Dangernus Drug
Board value of 4720 and assorted
. Arug parapherualia ..

R
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PURELY PROPAGANDA | Social Media rant of
SOS Network against the 661B and 67IB

Alvin Santiago

MANILA (DWDD) - The feadership of the 10" Infantry “Agila” Division vehemently
denied the accusation of the militant front “Save Our Schoo! Network” against froops of

the 66™ at 67" Infantry Battalion.
In their Facebook post, the SOS Network accussed soldiers from the 66" ang 67t IR of

setting camp within the Salugpungan schoo! in Brgy Pagsabangan in New Bataan and
enfering a community at Brgy Panansalan in Compostela twon, both in Compostela

Valley.

In an interview by DWDD with Capt Rhyan Batchar, Public Affarrs officer of the
1™ ID, in response to the accusations, the leadership of the 66" at 67" 'B sent

gl e, “VALLEY © ' documents and evidences in defense of their tronps, -
b "““"‘w'l;;m % "'*“"h The 67" IB reiterated that thwey don't have troop presence in the area since this
: - s not part of their Area of Operations.

Meanwhile, the 66™ IB admitted that they were in Sitio Bongloy, Brgy Panansalan
on August 20, 2016 to rest.

They presented a document, prepared by Purok Secretary Nerisa Gollodo and
duly signed by Purok Chairman Rex Basta, that they asked permission and was
granted {o enter and rest in the area.

Another document was furnished by the 86" IB, prepared by Ms Gollodo, stating
that no soldier occupied the Salugpungan school 100 meters away, together wih
photos,

Capt Baichar added that they welcome any complaints against any soldier for
anv wrongdoings, but this should be done through proper forums or venues and
not through media or social medla hopefully together w:tn sufﬁcrenx ewdence

IR

Most complaints aired by such groups are usually tagged as propaganda and
aimed at desiroying the credibility of our soldiers, but nowadays, Filipinos are

more wiser in relating to such facts. AES f MCAG

File Photo
Salugpungan school

9
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‘the wounded suffered only shght

iyjuries. and eagerly W ent bac:k to :

ine fronthines

He said the troups were “ex- -

tremely” motivated knewing the
fight agamst tefmnsm 18 greater
than them.” =« - -

. "(President Duterte; gave a

speciticorder Themssienisclear

Seek and destroy the Abu Sayyat
By &ll means that s what we are
domy and we will not step until

#'s done.”

Westmmacom spokesma.n May
Filemon Tan Jr. syl troops-from the
Joint Task Fetoe Suls (FTHS) atbagked
the Abn Sayiyarm Sibo Mekata, -

2 fjerce firefight ensued for 4

dead and several others woumded

“The iroops are still on, hot'
purswt and a running gun ba’crle
is confiraang as of 'Dress e ”
Tan said.

He said the troops 1ecovered
the bodhies of the killed militants.

Ian said among those killed
was Abu Sayyaf sub-leader Mo-
hammad Said. ahas Ama Maas,
who 15 wanted tor murder

Said was also involved in the
Samal Tsland kadnapping in Sep-
tember last year. of which two
caphive Canadians fohn Ridsdel
and Robert Hall were beheaded
earlier this year. The other Samal
captive Maritess Flor was released
while the bandit group is still
holding Norwegian Kjartan 5ik-
kengstad captive.

YT T e T—

- By ROELPARERD -~ '+

— ey ‘.

Zvyat gUV&I‘n‘*I‘EI‘l?tL

e i@l‘ﬂ'—‘s engaged the bandits 1 a treefight - wounded  Western Mmdanso ‘Com-.‘

vesterday, k.ﬂ’lmg 11 of fhem n Pahku] mand (Westmancem) commander Lt
Gl | s 59 P46 Gen Mayerdlgo de la Crwz Ga.'ld most of

u:ecpn have not spofted Seld' ings-

tad, whorn they belteved was wath -

the group fhat figured in the dnsh

with government foices = -
“Therewasno unmedlatemg'hr-

ing of the victim. but we befieved

the wchm could be with ikds big-

group whuch our grou:nd fonceszn-
countered thismorning,” Tan szid
_ Tansmd thereare nomdications
if Sekdcmgstad 1= still healthy since

the bandits constantly move him -

awavy 1o Uurf.umg go vement
torees

tate However, the Abu Sayyaf
has nov also derlured they have
ercecited i Tam added -
2 _Atrfhmnhes,mpanwhﬂe e
ared fhe body of anothes hosid
beheaded b¥ the Abu Sayyal
The Sulu Provincial Police sad
ther headless cadaver believed to
. be of James Patrick Almodovar

was recovered in o remote vﬂhge

1 Patikn] town

Villagers found the bead]es'f-a
body late Wednesday. wrapped In
a blankei with hands handcufted

The Abu Savyaf kidnapped Al-
modovar last July 16 just ontside
his home in Jolo

The bandits beheaded the
18-year-0ld after the deadlire to

pay P1 million ransom lapsed

Wednesday afternoon.

President Duterte has given the
military full support to'run after
the Abu Sayyaf, calling on gov-
ernment forces to kil the band1ts
down “to the Jast man.”

"iNe have no basis yet as to his

- :day ct reckonmg’ wnfh the b.—mdlt

group 7
On top of the 5, UC 0 tronps al-
meadv based m Sulu and 2,500 m
Basilan, the Armed Forces. of the
Phalippraes has pulled rut onps
trom Visayas, Luzop and in efher
arzss of Mindanac and deployed
them i the two island provinces
withthe specific mission to aeek
and destroy the &bu Savyaf
Duterte told the troops 10
Darao City vesterday-of his efiorts
to forge peace wath webel foxces
. “Trehmiely Abu Say yatis ouf of
f"ontrol 1 have Inst my respect
forvor m the h"‘ . of mrbehead—

Abu Sayyax vv'hen i was st ‘hght~
mg for freedurn but now hie frust
and respect for the groap was lost

- *And here you areslaughtermy
people as if they are chickers

. front of the pubiic 1 gevethe order

for the military to desh ny them,
he added .

Duterte had warned ten or
groups like the Abu Sayyaf would
remam the biggest threat to the
country in'the next decade.

The Untted States and the Phulip-
pmneshave both listed the Abu Sayyaf
as a terrorist organization forkidnap-
pings, beheadings and bombings.

- The bandit group emerged in
the early 1990s as an extremist off-
shoot of the decades-long separat-
ist rebellion in Mindanao. — With
Jaime Laude, Giovanni Nilles,
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1 roops ]Hll Abus

in Sulu

By Julie Alipala, Inouirer Mindanace

ZAMBOANGA CITY—Ac least 11 Abu Sayyaf bandits, including an

influential commander, were killed during a military operation in

Patikul, Sulu on Friday.

Government troops killed the bandits in
an assault on the extzemists’ lair following
their beheading of = captive whore family
was {60 poor to pay the P1 miliion ransorm,
the military said. '

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr. said 17 soldiers were
wounded when hundreds of Army woops sur-
rounded a vast jungle area in Suiu province’s
mountainous Patikul rown and clashed with
seattered groups of about 10 handits.

Tan it the spokesperson of the Armed
Porces of the Philippines’ (AFP) Western
Mindanao Command (Wastmincom) based
in Zamboanga ity ‘

Ameng the dead bandits was Amah
Maas, a longtime commander of the group
who had severed arms and had been impli-
cated 1avansom Kidnappings

In a statement;, Tan said Maag was “said to

be involved in the abduction of four people,
three of them foreigneis, in Samalisland in
Davat del Norte” on Sepiember 21, 2015,

" Several other bandits were also wound-
ed waen ¢lements of the Joigt Task Force
Sufu clashed with more or less 100 Abu
‘Sayyaf bandits in Sitic Makaita, Barangay
Bunkaong Patikul town, Sulu province, for
about 45 minures,

After the clash, the soldiers recevered the
bodies of six slain bandits.

The deaths of five other bandits had been
confirmed by intelligence operativas,”
said, Tan, adding:"Among those killed was
Avou Sayyaf sub-leader Mohammad Said,
alizs Amah Maas.”

He said Maas, who had five standing
warrants of arrest for murdey, was also
involved in the abduction of Canadians

cklisted a5 &

f has been bla
The Abu Sayya US and he

terrorist organization by the
Philippines for deadly bombings,
pings and beheadings.
The militants are still ko
eign and local hostages
bases, including Seklin

nappF.d nlong with two
woman from a sou

a Filipino

|

in Seprember last year. Wit
Leila B. Salaverric, AP

kidnap-

Iding several (or-

in their jungle
gstad, who v7as Jdd-
Canzdian men and
rthern marina
h rcpartsfr‘om
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Roveit Hal! and John Riusdel. Norwe-

Zian Kjaitan 3<klingsrag and Filipoie
Marites Floi. g d

‘Hall and Ridsael “were beheaaed sepa-
rately. Sekl-ingstad vermains in captivity de-
spite the payment of P30 mnlbon .2 rausom
to the Abu Sayvai, as Presicent Kodrigo
Duterte has' admitred, while Flor was re-
leased on June 24 )

Tan said solajers vére onrinding the
pursuit and cleming operations n Patikul,
while seven of the wounded soldiers wer
now eing iroared.

“Our troops are extremely motivited,
Thev know that this fizht against terrcrism
is gieater than themselves. The 10 soldiers
who were slightly wounded (ev=n} wanted
to rejom dre operation,”’ Lt. Gen. Mayoralge
dela Cruz, the Westmincom commander,
said in the same statement.

Duterte’s order

Dela Cruz said the military was deter-
mihed to fulfill its mission to wipe ocut the
Abu Sarvafl. Mr Tuterte has ordered the
militar; to destroy the bandits rallowing re-
ports that the group had befieaded an 18-
veai-nld aostage L '

“(The Mewidert) gave a snocic orde
The msson 1> -Jeat. seek ana deswoy the
ASG (Abn Sayyef Groun) brv all means
That's wpar w= ‘are domg and we will not

stop unidl it's done,” dela Gruz said,

Durerte ordered the woops to deswroy tha
bandits in their jungie bases after the [arzer
on Wednesday beheaded a Filipinn teenag-
et, Patrick James Aldovar, who wes abdier-
ed newr ¢ police camp in Sulu’s main Jolo
town last month.

Tan said that more than 1,200 troops, in-
cluding special forces commandes, were in-
volved in the assaults in Patikal end other
Sulu hinterlands.

Thousands of reinforcement trocps have
been flown bv C130 cargo plones w Sulu
ane nearby Basilan isiand to help is: the on-
going offensive, he said.

Many of the troops were freed up from
other combat zones in the country afier
Duterte declared an inderinite ceasefire -
with communise rebels, vhoareenmag . din |
peace talks brokered by Norvay witn the |

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Sec grvernmen
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11 Abu Sayyaf killed in clash with scidiers

ELEYEM members of the 4bu Sayyaf
Gioup including a =ub-leader were
killed while 17 soldieis wer wounded
duiing a firefight in Patikul, Sulu on
Fitday. a das after the President or-
deied he mulitary to cush the terror
and lidnanping gioup for beheading
a Filipmo hostage.

The clash, said Maj Felimon Jan,
spokesman o the Armued FOTCes of
the Phiippines’ Western hilndanao
Command (Westmincom), eccunicd
1t 6:12 a.m. Friday.

nigmbers of the Joint Task Gioup
Sulu and tne 4dh Scout Ranger Battal-
iun were on combat operations when
they encountered more than 100 Abu
Sayy 2f at Sitic dakaita in the village of
Bunkaong in Patikul town

The fi2fight, which lasted for 45
minutes, resulted in the killing of 10

1Y August 2018

JEKILLED FROM A1

Abu Sayyaf

Abu Sayyaf members who wer: npt -

identified. and their sub-leader Mo-
bamuuad Said who has five warrants
of arrest for murder

Scores of Abu Sayyaf members
were alsc wounded, said Tan.

The wounded soldiers, the official
sad. were evacuated from e en-
counter site. As of Friday-aftermoon,
goveinmerit forces were pursuing
the bandits.

There were no reports on the
group’s Malarsian, Indonesian and
Filipino hostages, as wel! as Norwe-
gian national jartan Sekkingstad.

Theirvtense firefight happened two
days after the Abu Sayyal beheaded
18-year-old Patrick Almodovar, one
ofits Filipino bostagzs, aiter his fam-
ilyfailed 1o mext the August 24 dead-
line set by the group to pay ransorz.

The Abu Savyaf, which is still
holding mere tharra dezen hostages,
demanded P1 million

Almodovadcs seviied bead,
wiapped in 3 plastic bag, war -
cavered in the village of Kadjatan
also m fndanan idwn, but his body
was missing. .

President Redrigo Duterte, in 2
news conference in Davao City early
on Thursday vowed to be “harsh” in
going after the terrorist group.

*Mvorders te the police and to the
Armed Furces against 2ll enemies of
the state, seck them out in their laizs,
whatever, and destroy them,” the
President satd.

The Abu Savyaf is 2 loose networic
of a few hundred Islamic militans
forrned in the 1990s with seed money
from Osarna bin laden's Al-Qaeda
network, and has eamed millions of
dollars from kidnappings-for-rensom.

Its leaders have pledged allegiance
1o the Islamic State group but analysts

say they are mainly focused cn Iucza-
tive kidnappings. N

No-ransom policy

Malacafiang an Friday stood bv the
government’s ao-ransorn policr fol-
lowang Duterte's revelation that ran-
som had been paid to the Abu Sayvaf
for the freedom of the Norwegian
hostage Seldingstad.

Spcaking to reporters, presiden- -

tial spokesman Emesto Abella said
the P50-million ransom paid to
the terorist group was not from
the govzmment.

“I'm not privy to that. But it -vas,
1 think, it was also raised by thiid
parties, not from the government,”
Abella said.

Duterte acdidentally revealed on
Thursda that P50 million had been
paid to the Abu Sayyaf group for the
freedom of Seklkingstad,

But Abella maintained ihat the gov-

[

s

emment dic ot want to encourage
others w pay ransotn money

“We don't encowage. If thew
[cngage inncgoiation| inatis tiei
negotanun,” Abella said; adding
that govemnment furces were “work-
ing quietly” fo1 the 1elease of the
Norwegian hostage.

The Abu Sayvaf earlier beheaded
tvo Canadians—John Ridsdel, 68,
in April and Rabert Hall, 50, m June.

The group kidnapped the two
Canadians, Sekkingstad and Filipina
Marites Flor from a high-end resort
on Samal Island in Davao del Norte
in September Jast year.

. Hor was released by the group in
June following a successful nego-
tiation led by former Sulu Governor
Sakur Fan and Presidential Peacc Ad-
viser Jesus Dureza, who vrere tapped
by Duterte i secure the woman.

FERNAN MARASIGAN,
AL JACINTO, CATHERINE S.
VALENTE AND AFP
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Gov t, commumst rebels agree
—to 1mplement unilateral truces

speed up peace process

SLO (AFP)—ThePhil- 18 stdl a lot of Work to be done
tppine government ahead.” President Rodrigo Du-
¢ and communist guer-  iertes peace adviser, Jesus Dy-
> " rillason Friday signed ~ reza, said-ata sigmng-ceremeny
an indefinite crasefire deal to < Norwaj; which 18 medmmng
fartlitate peace talks aimed af | the talks. -
ending one of Asta’s longesi- - - Roth smef- agreed to im-
runmng insurgencies. - plement unilaterai -ceasefires

: “This 15 a histeric and un- which are unlimited in fime;
. precedented-event .. thbut)there  something that has never )6
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been acmeved before in the peace
process. - SR =

Norwegian Foreign Mimster Borge
Brende described the agreement as a
‘major breakthrough™ - . °

The twoparties have been meeting,
n Nslo sinee Monday, wrapping up
with the signmp ceremony o1 Triday

was due to end o Saturday

The two parties als¢ agreed dui'— .
ing ther aegonations to “speed up

the peace Drecess, and am to reach
the first substantial agreement on
economic and sucial reforms withio
six months,” a‘ statemefit from the

s A1
Norwegian foreign ministry said

- . “They plan tn follow this up with
an agreement on political and constl-

tutional reformis, hefore afinal agree- .
" ment orendmg the armed conthct can

" besigned”

-~ The two delegations agreed éo .

+ meet agam m Osln Oetober 8-12. !
Asaprelude*tot‘hetalks,eachsiéle S IR PRSI iz £ <) 1 5

hadagreed to aceasefire buttheiruce = %

commitment by the compumist aide . o C BeS ) ik s L

T As a gesture of 2oodwill Tof the -

: ungomgpeacetalks_*ﬁheNDEmleased .

- three atisopers.olwar POWS). -« -

. NDF frees
hostages

. Two of the POWs ~ Chief inspec-
tor Arnold Ongachen, chief of police
of Gov Generose Puhice Station, and
Police Officer 1 Michael Grande ot

the Banaybanay Police Stafion, both
m Davae Oriental — were relgased fu
Sen, Manny Pacquiao - =
.. Non-goverumeni organization
Fxodus for Justice and Peace released
a photo uf Sen Pacquiac, fianked by
the two freed policernen. . .. -0
The iwo police officers werere-
leased the same afternoon that Presi-
dent Duterte was scheduled {u speak

- &5 a guest of honor at che 10th an-
mversary eelebration of the Edstern

Mindanao Command (Kastmmeon)
< Another POW was relegFed m

E Tandag, Surigac delsuryesterday Tie-
tails were nol rmmediately available
.- The Presidéntraps expecied to

meet the freed POWS Iater - =
The Commumst Party of the Phil-

* ippines launched a r2beliion 1 1968

that has a0 far clammed the lives-ot

30,000 people, according to official
estimates L -

- Ttsarmedtaction, the New People s
Army NPA), 1s now believed fo have
tewer than 4,000 gunmen, down from
a peak of 26,000 in the 1980s, when a
hivedless revolt ended the 20-year rule
of late President Ferdmand Marcos

Palace pieased :
+ withtalks -~ -

" “We are happy with the ongoing
peace talks i Oslo, where both parties .
have promused ic complefe the work
on the comprehensive agreement
on socineconomic reforms withmn six
months,” Presidential spukesman
Ernesto Abella said in a press briefing
at the Palace Friday -

Abella said#GPH chairman and
Labor Secretary Silvestre Bello III

4

Py |
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considers the Comprehensive Agree-

ment on Secig=Economic Reforms-
(CASER) the “heart and soul” of the
peace negobiations. iy
The CASER, according o Abella,
would iackle 1ssues such as agrarian
reform, national industrialization. and
foretgn policy - - T
. The accelerated timetable was

. agreedupon and submitied tothe GPH

and MDF panels by their réspective

- working committee and groups, which

held simultaneous discussions m the
ongomg peace talks 1n Oslo, Norway
Bello commended the Reciprocal
Worlang Commuttee RWC) and Recip-
rocal Workang Groups (RWQ) oi both
panels “for working hand-in-hand snd
ayreeing on a fixed tmetable for the
substantive agenda in record time.”
(With a report from Yas D. Ocampao?

(02} 845-9555 Local: 52835, 5285
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S10,
The .
pine govern-
ment and Commu-
nist rebels on Priday.
signed an indefinite
ceasefire deal to facili-
tate peace talks aimed
at ending one of Asia’s
longest-running in-
surgencies: * - -
- “Thisisastonc andunprecedent-
ed ovent  [but] ihere 18 sitll a lot of
work tn be done ahead.” President
Rudrigo Duierte’s peace advisey; Jesus.
Dureza. said at 2 S0 fig rerefnony
oy, winch 18 mediaung e ialks
.. Roth wies agreed 10 ymplment
- trilaieral, tadefinTe ceasefiies—BUrme:
thing that has nevar ‘been achieved
‘befte 1n the PPACE PIACESE. A e
Nowwegian. Foiigh Muugter Botge
Brende desciibed the agreemert a5 @
"major hreaktinough * -
"We ate oh 1he hughway to peare an
we are talkang of a tmelne of maxi-
um 12 months ” Slvesine Bello 31d,
ihe Philippine goviinnlent delega-
tion's head of negotialons, iold AFT.
The two parties have been meeting in l5

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CH ; " Oslo amnce Monday, WrappIug up thei
{EF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emii 15715 with the signiug ceremony onFuday. Tel no. (02) 8 T e
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Govt, Reds on h:ghway to peace

Aga prelude to the negotiations,
both sides had agreed to a cease-
fire, duz the iruce commitment by
the Comruurist side, represented
by the National Democratic Froat,
was due to end on Saturday

~ The two parties aiso agreed to

“speed up the peace prucess, and
aim to reach the first substantial
agreement on economic and 5c-
cial reforms within six months,”
a statement from the Narwegian
foreign ministry said.

*Thev plan to follow this up
with an agreement on political
and constitutional reforms, before
a final agreement on ending the

armed cenflict can be signed.”
The two delegations agreed to
rmeet again in Oslo on October 8-12.

‘Good atmosphere’

The head of the D} panel, Luis
Jalandoni, was optiristic about
the potential for achieving a last-
g peace deal,

*We think that the peace talks
now can move forward with a
good atmosphere and iry to move
on with the’ [negotiations on} so-
cial and economic reforms, which
are vital for addressmg the roots of
+he armed conflict,” he told AFP.

The government and the rebels
also cenewed an agrzement that
ensures immunity and security
for key representatives of the NDi,
so that they can take part in the
negotiations.

The Commuaist Party of the
Philippines (CPP) launched a
rebellion in 1968 that bas so far
claimed the lives of 30,000 people,
according to official estimates. -

Its armed wing, the New Pec-
ple's Army (NPA), is now believed
to have fewer than 4,000 gunmen,
down from a peak of 26,000 in the
1980s, when a-bloodless revolt
ended the 20-year dictatorship of

Jate president Ferdinand Marcos, *

They remain particularly ac-
tive in rural areas, where they are

notorious for extosting money

from tocal businesses. They also
regularly attack police and military
forces, sometimes targeting them
in urban areas.

In 2002, the US State Depart-
.nent designated the CPP and the
NPA as terrorist organizations.

Forging peace with the rebels
has been the elusive goal of Phil-
ippine presidents since a 1986
revolution that toppled dictator
Ferdinand Marcos.

The force behind the current talks

[l

is Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte, who fook office on fune
30 after a landslide election nictory.

Hopes for peace deal

On Monday, the Duterte govern-
ment said it hoped to reach apeace
accord within a year.

Duterte, who calls himself a
Socialist, hails from Mindanao,
the impoverished southemn third
of the Philippines where two rebel-
lions—Communist and Muslim—
have been most active,

He says ending both insurgen-
cies ig vital to his plan to curb
poverty. He has even sketchel the

possibility of forming a coalidon

‘government with the rebels.

Duterte reputedly has close
links to the Communists and is a
former university student of jose
Maiia Sison, now aged 77 who
establishes the CPT
~ The two sides hope to breathe
new life into the process by dis-
cussing the outstanding issues of
social and economic reforms, po-
litical and constitutional changes,
and an end to hostilities.

" Previous peace talks have ad-

dressed one issue at & time.
AFP
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CI'I'Y—Presxlent
Duterte ar Fndaw said he was
rendy to: talk peace with the
commurist rebels :

] Have been always reédv to .

talk to the communists. We are
in che best position now. There’s
a wmdow 1t 15 not really very
b1g ‘But there’s a window now.
for us to take stock of every-
fhung." Mr Duterte said,

The President said his admin-

jstration- was not fighting the

COMMUIISES DOW, as “they h..wa

— — declared.a truee.”

- “In retarn, I also orderecl a
ceasefire,” he said

Wi Duterte pomnted out that
he was the fitst to ordera truce
wath the New People’s Army
(NPA) “0 show my good faith.

that 1 heartily WBI'th tc- talk

peace [waththem} ™ =i
. Buthesaid apmblmmmpyed
up beciuse‘zven it he had de-
clared a ceasefite, the NPA con-

! ,-s..:.— -

pea-ce talks wﬂh Reds We're in
the best posﬂmn now

tnued to attack and’ maim sol-

diers and even civilians. -
“That ‘was why I hfted the

ceasefire and told them to just

- fight if that was what they

wanted to do.” hesaxd

?I’.ired@_f:fightmg
But” Mx Duterte said he
sensedl that therebels were aiso

tired of fighting. * - -
: He said this was alsothe case

islamic mberataonﬂmnt ML
“If we can give the MILF the

1

territory it wanted, which T am
inclined to give so that there will
be e more aouble Anyway, IS
‘a definite territory a]so for the
Autonomous Region in Mushm

Windanao. It stretches a little Bt
[but] fine We sull have enough -

land m the entire Republic of the

" Phibppmes ‘to ‘make: evemﬂ:oay

happy,”hesaid

LetNur movearound ey
. Mr, Duterte saud e sull 4d
othawwvhat‘ﬂaemmnt—

w1th Nux Misuars.

because he had” yet Tm 'ra]k

(02) 8459555 Local: 5285, 5295
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B mllttnry-lnrcesand theNew People 's: ﬁrmy

He asked the police and the
military to allow Misuan to
move around “if [he] comes out
of usinding place in Jolo.” %

“My .advice to the Army and
thepshce islet him he. He'is old

and he would notmnaway, he v

-»whmmwas snﬂ“ﬂghh:lgfei

sa.ld

cause if something happened to
him in government custody,
“we can luss goodbve peace m
that area.” . .

He said Misuan still had in-
fluence over the Moro peaple

OFFJCE OF THE ARNY CRIEF PUBLIC A‘:FA!
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Mr- 'Duterte smd it -wae 'nat;.
_adinsablé to arrest Misusp be-"-.

¥ SDREGNCONTRRLTOR

ordered‘the mahta;ry and the p@
bee to “declmv” l:he ‘bancht
group. ° -

" “There’s a segmernitof society,
the Tausug, the Yakan, who
want peace and here you are
slaughuenng pegple like chick-
ens,” he added, ciing the be-
headmg of JB—yea—ald Patrick
Almodovar on Tuesday

-'Can:ﬁmsh Abuin 1 week
He saad now that the Abn

: bayyaf ‘Had Inst lus admiration

and the Tausugs, o F

As for the Abu Sayvaf, the

President made 1t clear that it

- waspomntless to talk peace w1th_
the bandit group.

He admitted, though, thathe

once admired the Abu Sayyaf.

freedom.” :
“You m the Abu Sayyaf I salut-
ed you before, but when you be-
gan io slaughter peaple in front
of the camera. and now: you
killed an wnocent boy, you. Tost
miy respect,” Mr. Duterte satd,

- That s why, he said, he has -

4

and trust, he had ordered the
mulitary and ihe police to “de-
- smoy. them becausp .‘;hegr are

criuminals,” |
Mz. Duterte said 1t was pomt-
-less to talk wath the Abu Sayyai
because: “we wil ever have
apeace am that = .
ive thern 21t

F:y 1Y :
" “Kifl them. destroy them,” he
said, referring to his order o
the mﬂir.ax) and the police

- The President said the gov-
ernmeni had all the resources to
anmhilate the Aby Sayyaf and
fuush the group mn one week.
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pie’s ;
‘separately freed .o Friday three of their* -
Seven captives, and ,pledged 10 peleasé
four mote. remammg ':apuws #t the

weekend: e T AR L T

" Police OFflce1 1 Rlchard Yu of the Car-
men; -Sunigao dél Sur police -siation
walked tohis ficedomin a remote village
here after 52 days as a prisoner. He was -
serzed 1. Julyior tus alleged imvolvemient -
1n the ilfegal ‘drug trade, but was later
cleared by the rebels.

! Iwasneverwornedwhéntheymokme .-
becauseIlmewIwaszmtmmlvadmnﬂegalp .Arnold Ongachen, e duef of pohee of -
.drugs bil]d 4teary- eyed Yu, whose zelease, - Gov. Generoso, Davao Ouental; and POi

IR

; ml’-m guerrﬂlas iR Mmdanam_ wrappeﬂup*peacenaﬂes 18 {35 Noma}!
“Yu's wife, their g—monfn-ald haby gt
hls father, brother and-othey famﬂymem— i
bers - attemded -the mmnvex ~geremmbny-
beldina mllage outsidethe city cemtern -: .
Kz Sandara Sidlakan, spokesperson for .
“the NEA Front 30, said an mvestigagon -~
. they+had camed out cleared¥u ef dtug :
'_chai:ges = ;
“¥u sasd whlle the rebels rhd not hurt
tum, he was m handcuffs most of tae
. time. even when he was sleeping et
Also freed on Frday were Chief:Insp.

’

‘was accused ofmvo]vement mn the Jllega]"

: drug-ﬁrade m‘h1s1:mwm winle Grande was'
* abducted m‘Lupam Iﬁ‘ém Gnenta‘l. om'-"_

Jutie 19,

- The Natorlal Demor:tatlr. 'F'rcmt of the
Phﬂ;ppmes said the other captives. PO2
- icleh “Sinada; PO3 Jayroll Babayas- und

“tivilian police <employee. Redrigo Angub- |
of the Malimono police station 11 Surigus
del Norte, and SPO3 Sanuago Lamamiao
of the SungaoCity police, were alsoset to

be freed on Saturday. Chris Panganiban |
--and Allan Nowal, Inguirer Mindanao . -
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6 BODY BAGS Soldlers arrange bags mntamlngthe bodnes of members of ADU Sayvaf aﬂ'eri'hm rhed
encounterat the village of Bonghaong, vatikul town, Sula in Mindanac.on Aug. 26, 2016 Sacmm’ﬁgrﬁewkllied
sirieribersof Abu :zyvaﬁnsiudmg'onenvolved IR s.hEakldnappmg afzwo Lanadlans whewvere%ieheadeﬁ ™
the troubledsi)uth "the rmlltala' ..ald AFP = | ! :
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www . retiredanalyst.blogspot.com
17 soldiers injured, 11 Abus killed in clash:
AFP

ABS-CBN News
Posted at Aug 28 2016 02:04 PM | Updated as of Aug 26 2016 0507 PM

MANILA (1st UPATE) - Eleven members of the Abu Sayyaf group (ASG) were killed and others wounded in an
encounter with government forces Frday, said Western Mindanao Command spokesperson Major Filemon

Tan Jr.
In an advisory, Joint Task Group Sulu (JTGS) said that 17 soldiers were also wounded in an encounter with a
group of armed men in Patikul, Sulu, which started at around 5:30 a.m. Friday. :

After a firefight that lasted for approximately 45 minutes, the ASG members withdrew
According to the JTGS, the armed men belonged to the group led by senior ASG leader Radulan Sahiron
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11 Abu Sayyaf bandits killed, 17 troopers wounded
in Sulu clash

By: Priam F. Nepomuceno and Teofilo P. Garcia Jr., Philippines News Agency
August 26, 2016 6:49 PM

1 L .
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FileCphoto. ot Abi Sayys? bandits’ TVS SCREENSHDT

CAMP NAVARRO, Zamboanga City -- (UPDATE 8:34 PM) Eleven members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG?,
including sub-leader Mohammad Said who was allegedly involved in the Samal Island raid, were killed during
focused military operations in Patikul town, Sulu province Friday marning.

Initial reports from the military said six ASG members were kilied but the pursuing troops have received
intelligence information that five more bandits have died.

Seventeen troopers were also injured in the fighting.

The 45-minute clash took place at 6:12 a.m. in Sitic Makaita, Barangay Bunkaong, of the said locality, said

Western Mindanao Command (WMC) spokesperson Major Filemon Tan.
Tan said the five who died were among the wounded Abu Sayyaf bandits dragged by their comrades following

nearly one hour firefight.

Joint Task Group Sulu troops were conducting operations in the area when they encountered an estimated 100
ASG bandits, riggering a heavy firefight, which killed"Said and five other bandits and wounded an
undetermined number.

Tan said the remains of the slain bandits were recovered by government troops.

Said, who Is also known as "Ama Maas", has five standing warrants of arrest for murder.

"Subject is involved in the abduction of the Samal kidnap victims where two Canadians were beheaded. Along
with that group, Maritess Flor was released and Norwegian Kjartan Sikkengstad is still with the ASG," he
added. -

The intensified offensive against the terrorist group follows President Rodrigo Duterte’s urder on Wednesday to
the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Fhilippine National Police to seek out the lairs of the ASG and
“destroy them”

Lt. Gen. Mayoralge Dela Cruz said some of the soldiers who were wounded in action are currently undergoing
medical treatment in Sulu and will [ater be transporied to Zamboanga City for further medication.

Dela Cruz said the others who were slightly wounded opted to stay and continue the pursuit operations,

"Our froops are extremely motivated. They know that this fight against terrorism is greater than themselves. Sa
totoo lang, 17 ang sugatan natin pero 10 dun ay slightly wounded lang. Nagpaiwan sila para sumama uli sa
operation at ipagpatuloy ang laban,” Dela Cruz said.

"Ganyan katindi ang pagtingin namin sa misyon na ito lalo na sa utos ng ating Commander-in-Chief. He gave a
specific order. The mission is clear. Seek and destroy the ASG. By all means that's what we are doing and we
will not stop until it's done,” Dela Cruz added.

President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered the military and police to relentiessly pursue the ASG after the bandits

beheaded on Wednesday an 18-year-old boy they seized in July this year in Jolo, Suiu.
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www. retiredanalyst.blogspoi.com
NPA rebels free 3 hostages in Mindanao, vow
to release 4 others

TANDAG CITY, Philippines—Communist guerrillas in Mindanac separately freed three of their seven
captives on Friday while pledging to release the other four remaining captives on Saturday.

Released were Police Officer 1 Richard Yu of the Carmen, Surigao del Sur police station; Chief Insp Arnoid
Ongachen, the chief of police of Gov. Generoso, Davao Oriental; and PO1 Michael Grande of the Banaybanay,

Davao Oriental police.

Yu, who was the among first New People’s Army (NPA) captives freed in Mindanao as the negotiations
ed involvement in the illegal drug trade. The rebels

resumed in Oslo, Norway, was abducted on July 5 for alleg
released him to his family in a remote village here. :

Ongachen and Grande were received by Senator Emmanue! *Manny” Pacquiac and other officials from

Sarangani and Davao City in an undisclosed area.
Ongachen was taken captive during an NPA raid at the Gov. Generoso police station on May 29, while Grande

was abducted by communist rebels in Lupon, Davao Oriental on June 19. RAM/rga

A
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htte./fwww, philstar.comy/
Communist rebels agree to indefinite cease-
fire

By David Keyton {(Associated Press) | Updated August 28, 2018 - 6:20pm

At*r'e stard of: ﬁn-!ippme Deace aeyoﬂatvc'as hested Hy hotway gwsnfr'menz ‘Monaay Aug- 22 2@1{: J’J "slo- No, w—sy
Wil Jose Mana Sisor or e '\{a{lona: Damecmtc ~ront of e Frilppines left a+d I—r:i:ppfr'e DE80E mmreter Jesus
Direza, ag yuvemmen: officials anc rebels paicipate 1o the pesre hegeiations Berit RPoald  NTB scanpiy vis AP

OSLO, Norway (UPDATED 7:63 p.m.) — Philippine communist rebeis announced an indefinite cease-fire
Friday in peace talks aimed at ending one of Asia's longest-running insurgencies, -

The Maoist rebels announced their agreement to put down their arms in a joint statement with Philippine
government officials at the end of weekliong talks in Norway.

The government announced its own cease-fire earlier.
Some 150,000 people have died in the conflict that began almost half a century ago.

Representative of the Philippine government, Jesus Dureza. jeff, Worwegian Minisier of Foraign Affairs Boerge Bienve and
representative of the communist movement the National Democratic Front of the Philippines Luis Jalandory, after the signing of a joint
oeciaration in which bolh parties underfake cease-fires without time constraints. Berit Roald/NTB via AP

Both sides said they had made important progress in the talks in Oslo in advancing a peace process that has
dragged on for decades.

"The joint statement we are signing manifests the historic significance of what we have achieved," said Jose
Maria Sison, founder of the Philippines Communist Party.

Philippines presidential peace adviser Jesus Dureza called the statement a "historic and unprecedented event"
and gave credit to President Rodrigo Duterte.
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In the statement, the two sides reaffirmed previous agreements and agreed to discuss the release of detainees
and who should get immunity to take part in the talks. Negotiators said they aim to complete the peace talks in

nine to 12 months.

Although less numerous and less violent than Muslim separatist rebels in the country's south, the Maoists have
fought and outlived successive Philippine administrations for nearly 50 years, holding out against constant
military and police offensives. They draw support from those dissatisfied with economic inequality, especially in

the countryside, and the Philippines' alliance with the U.S,

29
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http://www.inguirer.net/
PH gov’t, NDF sign joint statement; end of
talks eyed in 1 year

Kristine Angeli Sabillo

The Philippine government and the National Democratic Front (NDF) on Friday signed a joint statement to
mark the culmination of the first round of formal peace talks and their commitment to continue the ceasefire.
The peace panels of the two pariies signed the joint statement during a press conference in Oslo, Norway,

where the negotiations were heid.
Norwegtan facifitator Elizabeth Slattum read the summary of the statement which enumerated the issues

agreed upon by the government and the NDF.

The updates mentioned were already shared with the media previously. These include the reaffirmation of
previously signed agreements, the reconstitution of the list of people protected by the Joint Agreement for
Security and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG), the acceleration of the peace process, the promise to release
imprisoned NDF consultants and the issuance of an amnesty proclamation for the release of poiitical prisoners.
The statement said the Communist Party of the Philippines and iis political arm, the NDF, will also “declare and
issuUe an Indefinite unilateral ceasefire order” to the New People’s Army.

CPP founder and NDF chief political consultant Jose Maria “Joma” Sison said the current unilateral ceasefire
will give way to a unilateral interim ceasefire.

The ceasefire orders of both parties will later be reconciied during a bilatera! talk, he said.

The two panels will meet again for the next round of talks on October 8 fo 12.

Labor Secretary Silvestre Belic Il said that there was a huge possibility that the negotiations would be
concluded “within the period of 9 to 12 months."

Presidential Peace Adviser Jesus Dureza called the event “unprecedented.” ‘
“There’s still a lot of work to be done ahead...Let us all stay the course together no matter what,” he said.

Sison said among the key factors that resulted in the success of the first round of talks was the “political wil
and datermination” of President Rodrigo Duterte and the NDF leadership.

7 earfier interviews with INQUIRER.net, Sison said working groups will simuftaneously hold meetings for the
drafting of the three remaining agreements on socioeconomic reforms, political and economic reforms, and end
cf hostilities and disposition of forces. He said the drafts would likely be available in six months.

Of the four agreements to be finaiized by the two parties, only the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (Carhrihl) has been approved in the past. RAM/rga

o
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Gowvt, reds agree on indefinite truce

From InterAksyon {Aug 26)

OSLO, Norway - The Philippine government and Communist guerrillas have agreed an indefinite extension to
a ceasefire to facilitate talks on a peace deal, Norway, which is playing the role of intermediary, announced

Friday.

Representatives of the government peace panel and the Communist Party of the Philippines’ National
Democratic Front on Friday signed the indefinite cease fire agreement as the first round of the revived formal

peace talks came o a close

"This is a historic and unprecedented event ... (but) there s stiil a lot of work to be done ahead," President
Redrige Duterte's peace adviser, Jesus Dureza, said at a signing ceremony In Norway, which is mediating the

talks

Both sides agreed to implement unilateral cease fires which are unlimited in time, something that has never

been achieved before in the peace process.

Norwegian Foreign Minister Borge Brende described the agreement as a “major breakthrough.”

The two panels meet again for the next round of negotiations this October.

As a prelude, the two sides had each agreed to a ceasefire, but the truce commitment by the Communist side
was due to end on Saturday.

At stake is the aim of ending one of Asia's longest-running insurgencies,

The Communist Party of the Philippines launched a rebeliion in 1968 that has so far claimed the lives of 30,000
people, according to official estimates.

. |ts armed faction, the New People's-Army (NPA), is now believed to nave fewer than+4,000 gunmen, down
from a peak of 26,000 in the 1980s, when a bloodless revolt ended the 20-year dictatorship of late president

Ferdinand Marcos.
They remain particularly active in rural areas, where they are notorious for extorting money from local
businesses. They also regularly attack police and military forces, sometimes targeting them in urban areas.

In 2002, the US State Department designated the Communist Party and the NPA foreign terrorist
organisations.

Elusive peace

Forging peace with the rebels has heen the elusive goal of Philippine presidents since the 1986 "People

Power" revolution that toppled dictator Ferdinang Marcos.

The force behind the current talks is Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, who took office on June 30 after a
landslide eiection victory.

On Monday, his government sald it hoped to reach a peace accord within a year.

Duterte, who calls himself a Socialist, hails from Mindanao, the impoverished southern third of the Philippines
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where two rebellions - Communist and Muslim -- have been most active.

He says ending both insurgencies is vital to his plan to curb poverty. He has even sketched the possibility of

forming a coalition government with the rebels.

Duterte reputedly has close links to the Communists and is a former university student of Jose Maria Sison,

now aged 77, who established the party.

process by discussing simuitaneously the outstanding issues of

The two sides hope to breathe new life info the
titutionai changes, and an end to hostilities.

soclal and economic reforms, political and cons

Previous peace talks have addressed one issue at a time.

Among the issues are the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law or CARHRIHL, following the conclusion of the first of the talks’ four substantive agenda, and
what has turned out to be the most problematic, the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immumty Guarantees, or
JASIG, which pmtects negotiators, their consultants and staff from arrest and prosecution for the duration of

the negotiations.

JASBIG is actually an important agreement since it would aliow negotiators and consultants of both parties to
visit their constituencies even in contentious areas to solicit their Inputs on the peace process.

ironically, these major agreements were negotiated and signed under the presidehcy of Fidel Ramos, the

former soldier who heiped implement the 14-year Marcos dictatorship until he and then Defense Secretary
Juan Ponce Enrile broke away and heiped spark the 1986 People Power uprising.

7]
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SOLIDARITY | DSWD Hails Lumad Groups for
support of Gov’t’s Peace Talks

Alvin Santiago
g L i Ll
. R il Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) Secratary Judy M.
Taguiwalo joins the feaders of the Lumad and Moro groups as they express their
umty pact in bursuit of peace ang development in fhewr ancestral homes durng

the celebration of the Sofidarity Festival in Koronadal. South Colabato.

MANILA (DWDD) - Department of Social Welfare and Development
(DSWOD) Secretary Judy Taguwalo joined thousands of Lumad and other
tribal groups in Koronadal, South Cotabato, as they celsbrated on
Wednesday. August 24, thelr Solidarity Festival through a "Sadyandi,” or
unity pact. ‘

The Sadyandi, a Lumad term, was participated in by eight tribes and Moro groups who axpressed their support
for the on-going peace tatks between the government and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines
(NDFP).

in her message to the Lumad and other IPs, Sec. Taguiwalo expressed solidarity with them and their struggle
against destructive mining and logging activities that have resulted in the mass displacement of many Lumad
and farmers’ communities. She also expressed her support for their campaigns in defense of their human
rights. including their efforts to reclaim and return to their ancestral lands that are being taken over by mining
companies, corporate plantafions, and logging companies.

In the meantime, Sec. Taguiwalo aiso explained that the DSWD wants to Improve the services and assistance
it can provide to Lumad communities. “Specifically we are working with other govemment agencies such as the
Department of Education to bufld more schools for Lumad children and youth, and to ensure that the projects
of the DSWD do not go against the welfare and culture of our Lumad brothers and sisters. We support their

struggle to recover and return to their ancestral lands,” she said.
Sec. Taguiwalo explained that the DSWD aims to provide services to all marginalized sectors and their

communities. The department's new slogan is "Maagap, Mapagkaiinga at May Malasakit na Serbisyc sa
publiko (efficient, caring and compassionate service).”

She also assured them of President Duterie’s support for their plight. She shared that the President has
specifically mentioned that he does not want the Kidapawan clash fo be repeated.

“The peace talks between our government and the NDFP aim to bring to the table the substantive agenda for
peace based on social justice. it is good thal the Lumad and other [P communities support the peace
negotiations and that they themselves are issuing their cails to both parties. We alfl want peace, and we ail
want genuine change in the Philippines,” she said.

In her first day as DSWD head, Sec. Taguiwalo said that under her leadership, the Department will exert full
efforts to address and remedy the impact of military operations on the livelihood, safety, security, schools and
welfare of farmers and Lumad; and most impertantly heip displaced Lumad return to their ancesiral lands. SMS

)
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Dutertespeak: Tsuk-tsak, shabulize, talkalese

By Alexis Romero (The Philippine Star) | Updated August 26, 2016 - 9:02am

Fresident Roemge Jurerfe tams 1o the: madsa af the Magsaysay Fruii vendcrs Asscoiafion S:alle in Davuc City on Aug 24
2016 PPD/Robinson Nifal

MANILA, Philippines — If ynu 've gone buang because you have been shabulized, don’t try to meet with him

because no amount of talkalese would soften his stance.
If you understand the sentence above, chances are you have been regularly listening to President Duterte’s

speeches
Duterte chose simple, coiloguial words that even the uneducated can easily understand.

Presidential spokesman Ernesto Abella said Duterte uses simpler and popular words because that is what he

is —a common man.
Duterte can pose a challenge for non-Bisayan speaking journalists or academics who monitor government

affairs.
Some Bisayan words have gone mainstream or at least are gaining exposure because of Duterie,
During a visit fo a military hospital, Duterte asked about a soldier's utin or genitals.

He frequently calls his critics buang or crazy.
In a speech at the Armed Forces Medical Center in Quezon City last Aug. 2, Duterte used a Bisayan

expression to criticize corruption in procurement.
“I-asked-the doctor what's-the best-{equipment)?™he-said. “These-who-said-GOA (Commission on Audit)-favors——
the iowest bid. Ah lo-lo mo. You make noise and yet your net product is substandard.”

Lo-lo mo fiterally means to jack off, but it really depends on how it was used. The expression, however, is
usually delivered by exasperated persons and can be an equivalent of “tell it to the Marines” or the Tagalog

“gago (stupid).”
During a camp visit in Cotabato City last Aug. 18, Duterte lamented that the pipes of a military hospital were

broken and that the tubol or feces resurfaced.

While known for his macho image, Duterte has no qualms about using gay fingo.
When he talked about the alleged romantic affairs of his nemesis, Sen Lella de Lima, he uttered the word

“tsuk-tsak,” which means sex.
“They call it suk-tsak,” he said fast Wednesday. “What is there to say? Do | have to explain it (using a)

dictionary?”
But Duterte not only uses colorful language. He also invents words.
During a meeting with editors and reporters of The STAR last Aug. 3, he said former president Fidel Ramos

would do "talkalese” as special envoy to China,
While there is no such word in the dictionary, it was clear that Duterte was referring to Ramos' role as

icebreaker on the West Philippine Sea dispute.
Duterte also described lloilo as the most “shabulized” province in the country last Aug. 7.
He was talking about the supposed rampant sale and distribution of iltegal drugs in the Western Visayas

province. } Cl
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