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FARM NOT WA’R [\Transformfﬁg; the Society from Fighters to Farmers
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: . e BASILAN {DWDD) -~ Loads of fresh farm produce that is grown iocally and cheaperin
comparison to Zamboanga yield will soon pour into Isabela City’s marketplace as the 4TH Special Forces
Battalion marks its premiere harvest from its fivelihood project. L : '

Us.heﬁhzgf.g'ni_)i_hezﬁ_e_ra of socio-economic development, the unit opened its doors to “affordably” fresh
vegetables last week. Loads of yield was harvested in its 1 hectare model farm, with consumers from nearby
Lantawan, Maluso, and even as far out as Sumisip Municipality lining up for the fresh products.

A Pioneer in Basilan, the Model Farm for Vegetable Production is spearheaded by the 4TH Special Forces
Battalion in partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries — ARMM (DAF-ARMM), Bureau of
Plant Indusrty (BP1), United Workers Agrarian Reform Beneficiries Multi-Purpose Cooperative (UWARBMC),
the Isabela City Water District (ISAWAD) and Nagdilaab Foundation Inc, The activity forms part of the unit's
--Peace,- Security.and-Development initiatives under the Seed the FutureProject. ' o

C. 5, tarting out as a community-based project, Seed the Future was conceptualized to
catalyze the advancement of the local agriculture industry through the resource integration of different
government agencies, non-government organization and other stakeholders to facilitate learning, skills
development and application of ¢rop production technology to achieve a self-sufficient and sustainable local
agricultural industry. “Sustaining Food Security ~ Transforming Communities” is the project’s tagline.

Going a step further, the 4TH Special Forces Battalion promoted cash-crop intercropping with perennial rubber
trees fo achieve a three-fold effect: 1) increasing the economic potential of intercropping with cash crops and
permanent crops; 2) providing economic opportunity and 3) increasing food security to the island province of
Basilan. Currently in its First Phase, the project is set to expand for its Second Phase to provide for a year-

round harvest of fresh vegetables.
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‘We have seen these methods being introduced by many agricultural authorities.
However promising, theories being discussed to farmers is yet to be practiced in Basilan, until now” notes LTC
Andrew B Bacala Jr, Commanding Officer of the 4TH Special Forces Battalion. "By sefting the example
through a model farm, people will be educated and encouraged to do the same. This will provide employment,
increase vegetable production in the province and bring down the prices of farm yields, making produce
affordable for all Basilenos. In effect, this will decrease our crop dependence from Zamboanga mainland,
contributing to food security. A hectare of cultivated land could easily employ ten (10) farmers, which transiates
to ten (10) families being fed with enough appropriations to send their kids 6 school. Imagine how many

._people could benefit from the program and its implications to the improvement Basilan in ten (10) years — ail

 that may well start from this project” he adds. LTC Bacala himseffis a practicing farmer and came froma

. farmer-family in the highlands of Mountain Province. - o e e

_ he project, now on its 3RD month, has its conceptualization from the harsh

- experienices of thé Province: As experienced during the three-week long Zamboanga Siege in 2013, Basilan,
an f_Sfah_@Prdvihc'e, was cut off from the maintand after government forces biocked sea routes to prevent rogue
MNLF elements from destabilizing Zamboanga City. Nothing goes in or out of the Province — including food
items. As food became scarce, commodity prices shoot nearly three times their retail price. This induced a
critical point where threat groups could easily recruit members in exchange for food, money, or other
sustenance. By understanding the effects of prolonged military operations on civilians, the unit recognized the
relevance of socio-economic development and food security to prevent communities to be exploited by such

-events. "Lahat tayo kailangan kumita at-kumain.-Kakapit- ako sa patalim wag ko lang Makita magutom ang

anak ko” as a popular notion would take it.

Aside from its economic value, the project also aims to diminish the cultural resistance
of indigent Basilenos to farming. “Basilenos are not stubbomn — they don’t know how to farm. They've been
traditionally fishermen and traders. I'll take the best fishermen of the North and match them with a Badjao of
Basilan. | doubt the Northerners stand a chance in getting a better catch — and just the same, let us not
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compare the agricultural skills of the native Basilenos to that of us from Luzon or the Visayas. They have much
to learn, and as their “big brothers”, it is up 1o us to teach them.” 1Lt Villarosa, CMO Officer of 4SFBn explains.

Last March, more than forty (40) sacks of rice was harvested by Tausug farmers from Brgy Matikang in the
Municipality of Lantawan. "No one believed we can farm because no one trusted us with farming. They told us
the people were too lazy to work. No one would help us or even teach us to farm. Now that we have proven
our worth (after harvesting), the community slowly realized we can make a difference and started working
together fo ciear the vast basakan (ricefields) left by the Visayan Farmers during the height of ASG atrocities.

We are well on our second cropping cycle”, Angie Mohamad, a community leader from Brgy Matikang proudly

commented (in tagalog) during an interview. The community is one of the project’s pioneer, with Special
Forces Operators providing essential machineries and technical skills in coordination with DAF-ARMM and
other govermnment agencies. The farmers eamed more than P40,000.00 from their harvests, with spare rice to

last them a year. “Hindi na kami magugutom” she cheerfully adds.

Provincial Agriculture Officer Gani N Yahiya proudly exclaims his appreciation for the unit. “The Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries ~ARMM (DAF-ARMM) of Basilan Province greatly commends this accomplishment.

With projects such as this, we can provide greater economic opportunities, specially in areas where food and
livelihood is an issue. This is the first high-impact agriculture project being undertaken in the province that gave
a very promising result. What's more interesting is, (that) soldiers, particularly the 4TH Special Forces Battalion

are on the forefront of this revolution.”

Asked on what to expect from the project, LTC Bacala explains: "We will use this template to normalize
societies affected by conflict. By providing socio-economic opportunities, we hope to transform their
communities from Fighters to Farmers. Beyond fighting, the Special Forces are here to build communities. We

are here to make a difference.”Josephine Codilla/ MCAG

www.dwdd.com.ph

INTENSIFIED OPERATIONS | 21 ASG Neutralized in Latest Clashes

SULU {DWDD) — The government’s intensified operations against the Abu Sayyaf group has resulted in the
neutralization of three bandit leaders and 18 followers in two days of clashes.

AFP Western Mindanao Commander Lt. Gen. Mayoraigo de la Cruz said, the slain ASG ieaders were identified
as Mohammad Said, alias Amah Maas; Sairul Asbang, and a certain Abu Latip, whose bodies were recovered
during mopping up operations, while bodies of other slain bandits carried away by fleeing bandits.
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Troops recovered high-powered firearms, improvised explosive devices, and personal belongings after the
encounters, :

A total of 17 soldiers had been wounded in clashes with the Abu Sayyaf in Patikui, Sulu, since Aug. 26.

According Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokesperson for Wesmincom, Said had five standing warrants of arrest for
murder and their graup was responsible for the Abduction of three Westeners and a Filipino woman from a
‘resort on Samal !sland in'Davao del Norte, in September last year, where they beheaded Canadians John

Ridsde_i and Robert Hall, after the Canadian government refused to pay ransom for the two,

Filibind Maritess Flbr wasrecently released without ransom to President Duterte, while allegediy P50-M had
been paid for the freedom of Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad, but he still remains in captivity.

Recently, President Rodrigo Duterte ordered the Armed forces of the Philippines (AFP) to destroy the Abu
Sayyaf after they beheaded an 18-year-old captive, Patrick James Almodovar, after his family failed to pay the

P1-M ransom demand.

Currently, more than 1,200 troops, including special forces units, had been deployed in Patikul and other paris
of Suluin offensives launched which was focused and defiberate to ensure the safety of hostages. AES /

_MCAG

www.inguirer.net

21 Abu bandits killed in clashes

By: Julie S, Alipala
{Dinguirerdoinel.
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Fhilippine soldiers walk along a highway as they return to camp after an armed encouter with members
of militant group Abu Sayyaf af the village of Bongkaong, Patikul fown, Sulu province on the southern
isfand of Mindanao on August 28, 2016, Philippine security officials killed six members of militant
group Abu Sayyaf on August 28 Including one invoived In the Kidnapping of two Canadians who were
heheaded in the roubled south, the military said. / AFP PHOTO / STRINGER

ZAMBOANGA CITY—Three leaders of the Abu Sayyaf bandit group and 18 foliowers have been killed in two
days of clashes with government troops, the military reported on Sunday.

Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo de la Cruz, chief of the military’s Western Mindanao Command (Wesmincom), identified
the slain bandit leaders as Mohammad Said, alias Amah Maas; Sairul Asbang, and a certain Abu Latip.

De la Cruz said 17 soldiers had been wounded in clashes with the Abu Sayyaf in Patikul, Sulu province, since
Aug. 26,

He said troops recovered the bodies of 10 slain bandits, including the body of Said.

Said's group was behind the kidnapping of three Westemers_ and a Filipino woman from a marina on Samal
Island, Davao del Non‘.e ‘province, in September last year. . _ TR

The bandlts beheaded two of the Westemers-—-—Canadians John Ridsde! and Robert Hall—after the Canadian
government refused 1o pay ransom for the two men's freedom.

Filipino Maritess Flor was released without ransom in June and, according to President Duterte, P50 million
had been paid for the freedom of Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad.

Sekkingstad, however, remains in captivity.

Wanted for murder

Maj. Fitemon Tan Jr spokesperson for Wesmmcom earher said Said had f" ive standmg warrants of arrest for
murder, _

| .Cof.' Edéerd Arevalo, chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ public affairs office, said the bodies of the
other slain bandits were not recovered by troops because these were carried away by their fleeing comrades.
Troops recovered two M16s and an M203 grenade fauncher, Arevalo said, quoting a report from Brig. Gen.

Arnel de la Vega, chief of the military’'s Joint Task Force Sulu,

in three clashes from Aug. 11 to Aug. 27, the task force had captured two Abu Sayyaf bandits, recovered high-
powered firearms and three homemade bombs,.and rescued two kidnap victims, De la Vega reported...

Another victim freed

The report said another kidnap victim was released, but did not identify the victim and the two others who were
rescued.

Tan said earlier that more than 1,200 troops, including special forces commandos, had been thrown into battle
with the Abu Sayyaf in Patikul and other parts of Sulu.

De la Cruz earlier said offensives launched by the military were focused and deliberate to ensure the safety of
Abu Sayyaf captives.

“We are very careful in the operation so as not to harm kidnap victims. Besides, we have inteiligence
information about the location of hostages while they are moving,” he said.
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The President last week ordered the military to destroy the Abu Sayyaf after the bandits beheaded an 18-year-
old captive, Patrick James Almodovar, whose family failed to pay the P1-million ransom demanded for the
boy's release. With a report from Jaymee T. Gamil in Manila

WWW.pna.gov.ph

Ceasefire to bring development projects to countryside much faster
By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, Aug. 29 (PNA) - With an indefinite ceasefire now in effect between the military and rebels, Eastern
Mindanao Command (EMC} head Lt. Gen. Leonardo Guerrero said peace and development projects of the

government in the countryside will be able to proceed much faster.
"Now that a ceasef re with the CPP- NPA NDF (Commumst Party of the Ph;i:pp:nes-New People's Army~

' devefopmeni prrograms in the countrys;de to proceed much faster " he said.

Guerrero stressed these prcjects will brmg muich needed sérvices to remote barangays and will act as cataiyst '
for further growth and development.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has earlier lauded the decision of the NDF for extending indefinitely
its week-long ceasefire in view of the ongoing peace talks.

"The AFP have noted with elation and optimism this breakthrough in the peace negotiations,” said AFP public
affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo.

The rebef_ ceasefire took effect 12:01 a.m. of Aug. 21 and was supposed {o end 11:59 p.m. of Aug. 27.

It was declared foliowing the release of its high-ranking leaders Benito and Wilma Tiamzon, who were named
consuitants to the Oslo, Norway peacetalks scheduled Aug. 22 to 26.

During the past week, both parties agreed on sjx, instead of five, major contentious issues that would propel
the negotiations.

Aside from the NDF's decision for an indefinite ceasefire, the panels also re-affirmed previously signed
agreements; among them The Hague Joint Declaration-in 1982, Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity
Guarantees (JASIG) in 1996, and the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect of Human Rights and
International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL) in 1298,

The Philippine government (GPH) and NDF panels also agreed to reconstitute the JASIG list, which will be on
an encrypted file and will contain photos and identities of NDF consultants who are still in hiding but will be

immune to arrest as the negotiations are underway.

The JASIG fist will contain the names and photos of 54 NDF "publicly known" consultants and 87 guerilla
leaders who are known by their "assumed names”.

Also given a thumbs up during the meeting were the revitalization of the joint monitoring committee, the
submission of a recommendation to President Rodrigo Duterte on the issuance of an Amnesty Proclamation,
subject to concurrence with Congress, for the arrested, imprisoned and charged NDF members.
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"It is a laudable move on the part of the CPP-NPA-NDF to respond positively to President Rodrigo Duterte's
declaration of reimposition of the ceasefire ‘for as a long as necessary' to aftain lasting peace in the land,” he

added.

"The AFP under the leadership of Gen. Ricardo Visaya will continue to uphold the letter and spirit of the
ceasefire declaration of the Commander-in-Chief. The nation can rely on every soldier, sailor, marines and
airmen to help provide an environment conducive to peace so that negotiators from both panels can work
under the climate of trust and prospect of reconciliation,” Arevalo stressed. (PNA)

LGHPFN

www tribune.net.oh

AFP worries about poss:ble exp!oztation of ceasefire

By Mario J. Maﬂan

and Ted Tuvera

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is hopeful that mechanisms are formulated to address possible
exploitation of the indefinite ceasefire Col. Edgard Arevalo, AFP-Public Affairs Office chief, maintained that the
150,000-strong military could only hope that the communist group is sincere in talking peace with the

government.

Arevalo said the military is hopeful that mechanism and safety nets would be covered by the joint statement to
be crafted by the peace panels to ensure that the ceasefire would not be taken advantage.

“Haopefully, safety nets... mechanisms will be contained therein. Somehow we are hopeful to all of these, that
they are sincere and those things will be threshed out or be part of the joint ceasefire document or

mechanism,” Arevalo said.

He added that while the military suspended operations against the NPA, troops could still monitor situation on
the ground. He said that ceasefire mechanisms could address complaints arising from both sides during the.

fruce.

“There could be mechanism that would allow us to, for example, complain if we are monitoring any such kind of

actions {recruitment) on their part,” the AFP official said.

For the military, Arevalo said that it can take advantage of the “silencing of the guns” by conducting retraining.
“We are alsc taking advantage, good advantage of this lill,” Arevalo said.

In fact, the military now enjoys redeployment of troops in Sulu and Basilan to finish off the terrorist Abu Sayyaf
Group due fo the ceasefire with the NPA.
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Tribune sources in the military have noted that previous ceasefire agreements with the CPP-NPA were only
exploited by the communist group — taking advantage of the suspension of offensive military operations by

consolidating its forces and recruiting new fighters.

The sources said the troops would be demoralized if nothing happened with the ongoing peace negotiations,
noting the release of several top-ranking NPA rebels named as consultants by the NDF in the peace process.

A senior AFP official stressed that the military invested too much resources in capturing these NPA leaders,
including couple Benito and Wilma Tiamzon, chairman and secretary general, respectively, of the CPP-Central

Committee, and Tirso Alcantara.

. But the AFP stressed that it fully supports peace initiatives of the Duterte administration.

President Duterte has declared an indefinite ceasefire with the CPP-NPA to pave the way for the formal peace
negotigtions between the government of the Philippines and the National Democratic Front, the political wing of

the CPP-NPA.

The CPP-NPA reciprocated Duterte’s ceasefire with its own interim ceasefire — extending the seven-day truce
declared last Aug. 21 to 27 or during the first round of formal talks in Oslo, Norway.

Meanwhile, -Makacaﬁang said yesterday that it cannot touch the communist rebels from collecting their so-

calied "revolutionary taxes.”

Presidential Communications Secretary Martin Andanar said, in a radio interview, that it's up to the leadership
of the CPP-NPA-NDF if they will still pursue in collecting funds that are considered to be “extortion money.”

“With respect fo the other activities, purportedly done by the CPP-NPA-NDF, it’s up to thelr ranks to manage
their fllgal activities,” Andanar said as a response to the query if the government will lift a finger to stop the

rebel's extortion activities.

As if boosting their moral, it is apparent that President Duterte is the first Chief Executive of the country to
recognize the de facto governance of the CPP-NPA in guerilla zones in the countryside as a “revolutionary

government.”

Duterte earlier had revealed that he's willing to share the state's power to the communist movement.
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www.inquirer.net
Gov’t to spend only for military honors at Marcos burial

By: Nestor Corrales

@NCaorralesiNG

INQUIRER.net

02:48 PM August 28th, 2016

The government will not be spending a single centavo for the hero's burial of former President Ferdinand

Marcos, except for the military honors.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said the government’s concern would only be the military honors.

“Ang gastos lang natin ay ‘yung (military)} honors (Our only expenditure will be the military honors). There will
be no money spent on transportation of the cadaver. Sa kanila (Marcos family) 'yon,” Lorenzana said in a

chance interview on Monday at the Libingan ng mga Bayani.

President Rodrigo Duterte had earlier ordered the Department of National Defense (DND) to facilitate the burial

of Marcos.

| Despne criticisms from "humén ri'g:hts' gfbaps, the President insisted that Marcos should be -burie.d at thé Zhéroes’
cemetery as a soldier and a former President. o ' i

The Chief Executive earlier said that the issue of whether Marcos was a hero or not was merely political.

“They are contesting if Marcos is a hero. | do not care. Whether he is a hero or not, if he is a soldier, he should
be buried there. The issue about his heroism is political,” he said in a news briefing in Davao City.
The Marcos burial is reportedly scheduled for September 18.

The Supreme Court, however, issued on August 23 a 20-day status quo order. JE/rga
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