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\MBOANGA CITY—When the news broke out
. Monday afternoon that 15 soldiers had been
lled in Jolo’s forested Patikul municipality, Mila
lcasantos sent a text message to her son Jison, a
ivate first class in the Army’s 35th Infantry Bat-
lion.
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L wgen musta jan’ (Son, how
are you there?)” said the text
she sent ai 6740 p.m. on Mon-
day : )

“The mother of seven, who 15
in her id-60s, anxiously watt-
od for an answer but it did ot
come. She became deeply wor-

* fied of her third child and bare-

ly slept that night. :
" At 6:44 am. on Tuesday, hex
cell phone beeped.

“Patay nd ang son mi, wala

CFFICE OF THE ALY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@

inan s nbLh i Prsisul Liils zimanes = Siond

na ang ule niya, prtulan nu
ngmin ng vickghapon {Your son
15 dead, he has no head now, we

ot off tus head vesterday).”

said the message from the son's
number, 15 oo ot e

Stunned, Falcasantos texied
back: “Wala kawmg konsensyd
fYou have o conscience).”

The reply came back: “Talaga
wala kaming konsensya dahd
nagpunta sila dito sa lugar

WE BEHEADED / AT

grnail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Locail: 5285, 5205 '

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

T



P L
wd T

M

Loy sion. By 2LEE g wllians Zgp Amr, IGEINEEEIJTIE D e
____———-———————__——_.__———————————_—'
J—
Ersm g al, aud oetpa.army 2l @gmai;,cor.a-':cz ne 1ML, B4E-9555 Lotal 5285, 5225

ZFICE OF THI

— ———— namin pati ikaw puputulan din

_kito ng ulo (Indeed, we don’t
have qualms because they were
the ones who came to our area.
1will cut off youthead, too) [E &

The woman telephoned a rela-
iwve, a military officer in Jolo, who
confirmed that- Pfc. Jison Fal-
casartos was one of the 15 sol-
diers killed at. Site Kan Jalul in
Patiul on Monday afternoon and
that ber sonhad been beheaded.

. “He saw Iy son’s ‘hody. and
i two other seldiers, mchiding an

_officet, had.alse been beheaded.™
the mothet told the INQUIRER. .-
. She .said President Duierte,
must end the Abu ‘Sayyaf men-~

gqee so that po more hwves would

bewasted. - - - o

She admitted that she knew
the risks soldiers faced but rhe
beneading of her son was unex-
pected. “1 did not raise him 50

satdag stz

Army offensive

" The Army mounted an offen-
sive in Patikul last week against

" the Abu Sayyaf after the bandits

ignored pleas by the President
to release hostages the group
. had kidnapped for ransom. .
Atleast 16 foreign hostages
and five Filipinos are held cap-
tive by the Abu Sayyaf.

By Tuecday, the Army had losr.

15 dead, according to Maj. File-
‘mon Tan Jr., spokesperson of the
Western Mindanao Command. -
. At Jeast 21 Abu Sayyal men
were reported kille¢ in the
clashes

* Tan denied repoits that sol-
diers had been decapitated by
the bandits. “There is no truth
to the beheading of our sol-
diers,” he told the INQUIRER via
text message.

The other slain soldiers were
identified as 2nd Lt. Ernan Gus-
to, $/Sgt. Ruel A. Catubay; Sgt.
Jay Elwin I. Almohallas; Corpo-
rals Omar M. Raddulan, Elid E.
Ismael and Saik H. Mandangan;
Privates First Class Nestor B. Ba-
caling Jr,, Geral A. Yubal, Dhen-
do A. Dujo, Roselito A. Armoco,

‘fom ddysago. . | -

he would end that way™ she:

21 bandits killed * -
Col. Edgard Arevalo, chief of

 the Armed Forces of the Philip-
. pines public affairs office, said

21 bandits had been killed and
scores had been wounded, 1n-
clpding & deputy leader identi-,

“Fed as Jamirl Jawong Jauhari.

in - Army-mitiated.- -encounters

. o

FALCASANTOS CONTRBUTED PHOTC

“rg we gaze at the national
flag that flies at half-staff anew,
soldiers knew that.one toomany
hero among them has again of-
fered his life—that others may
live,” Gen Ricardo Visaya, AFP
chief of staff, said 1 a statement
1ssued at headquarters. :

Visaya said the military was
determined to “vid our country
of the menace this Abu Sayyaf
brngs to the world” but he ac-
knowledged that “there may still
be casualties along the way.”

“iNe have all the time. Keep
the pressure on the enemy undl

they wear out, Jusl epsibe they
won't be able to leave the 1sland

and we will be triumphant in
the end,” Visaya _sa_id.

‘More troops deployed - -
¢ “tis unfortunate that a num-
_ber of our troops have alfeady
lost thewr lives,” said the -Presi-
“dent’s spokespersot, Ernesto

Abella, . =0 ~HSEN

... “However-as Defense-Secse-
tary Delfin Lorenzana said on

Aug. 29, we are gomg full force
and [on] - all-out operation
against them,” Abellu said m 2
press bnefing at Malacafiang. .
. He smd five battalions, or
some 2;500 txoops, would be

" sent. to Silu provinee t go.after

the bandigpoup thet had been o
‘tagzed as responsible for lad-
‘nappmgs and beheadings. ... -

. The President, he sad, 15:fo-
cused on ensuring that the threat
posed by the Abu Sayyaf is “ter-
minated as SOOn as possible ”

. As for the imeline for getting
rid of the bandit group, Abelia
smd 1t should be done within.a
sreasonable peniod.” :

' . “In othez words, 1t shvuld not
be an extended _engageinent,”
headded. = U oo '

Mr Duterte - eatlier ordered
the military to “destroy” the Abu
Sayyaf follewing the beheading
of an 18-year-oid hostage. Earli-

er this year, the group beheaded
two Canadian captives: ek

Speaking in Malacafiang oOn

- Monday mght, the President said

* he knew there would. be some
reprisals, but added that he was
ready for that. With a report
from Leila B. Salaverria and
Cynthia D. Balana inManila. .

551 goal 5262, E28%

Wi

________Glend C. Resma, Ronald Gal-

CEFIGE OF THE lonjga, Rogelio Vincoy Jr; and
B " T Pvt. Jonas A Lumayan.

Ten other soldiers

wounded in clashes that in-

volved some 70 Abu Sayyaf ban-
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If everything goes as
lanned, President Duterte
will be meeting with at
least five heads of state;
including US President
Barack Obama and Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
ot the sidelines of the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)
‘summit in Laos next week.

Duterte is also expected to
mee{ with Auvustralian Prime
. Minister Malcolm Turnbull
and his counterparts Naren-
dra Modi of India and: Shinzo
Abe of Japan, Foreign Affairs
Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr-
told The STAR during the
]a an-ASEAN Medja Forurh
in Mandaluyong last Monday.

4

]

~ Reports yesterday quoted
- White House Deputy National

' Security Adviser Ben Rhodes

‘a8 saying that the meetiagz

- between Duserte and Ob :
" would be held em Sept. 6. ¢
Rhodes said Obama is ex-
pected to raise human fights
and security ssues. including:
the South China Sea daspu’ce

during the meetmyg <o
Putin had 5k1pped last
vear’s Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit mManila;
Turn fo Page 16
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" Duterte

. FromPage1 *

tn

massive terntorial clamin the
West Philippirie Sea.and South -
ChinaSes - = %" - ]
= Ne must first create anen-:
@ronment conducive tomps.”
Yasay said ¢ w0
- #There are no firm plans vet -

The comment, however, did
ot sit well with Duterte, who
 reacted by reminding the US.
: & - ot the kilhn, of Atrican Ameri-
Duterte had 'eatlier tcld cans?byUS%aW enforcers. =
ihe ambassadors of Austra- The Phulippine leader has
ha and the Urited States 1c  also accuse the US of "1 _
shut up- after they-eriticized - porting terrorism’ to the Mid- Tt we would e 4o see these -
hus remarks on the rape of dle Fast and =ven called LIS trips happen We're working .
‘an Austrahan women held ~Ambassador Phiip Goldberg” hard to make t happen,” the .

> country's top diplomat acded.

‘hostage and then killed in a pest” ‘. cot
. China, Ingonesia .,

. : 7 3 ”_gd}” dlld_a" - ¥
‘Davao prison rot whefr hie. - The leaders of Australta
‘was the cily mayor -~ ai. and India = allidhale
Lv. Recenily Duterts, hss
Jaced wiih expietives,
' called US Ambassador T
| Goldberg s gay’ whom h
. ed theUS State Dgpartment 10
sumion the Philippimes”char
! gédzaﬁalmsmwdqtunghon -
Duterte has not apologized request from: the Phibppme

el added .
1 .sk,éﬁ,j:f =
* dlbo-meet - with Chinese-lead- 1 taz head of state ‘
ers, Yasar sard “There’1s nc. He 1nld the commithee

chared by Davae City. Rep.”

A

tc either Goldberg, who 1rend-
mg his tour of duty m Mamila,
or to
Amanda Gorely -
“The US State
has expressed “deep concern”
 over

ppmes. as it cited the need.
forthe Duterte admnistration to
uphold therule oflaw. -

ot formal talks, the Philip-

-nee ‘wonld want Beijing t0

* allow Filipimos to fish m Pana-~

Laa(h (Scarberoughi Shoal also
call

od Bajo dé Masinloc - -, -+

the arbitral court
Sheal is

““Umder
riling, Scarborough

the traditional fishng ground
of Filprmos ag well as the Cho-

nese and Vietnatese Before
the bilateral 1alks, we wani t0
“have a provisional agreement
 that would allow our citizens
to fish m ihis area,” he said

Zambales and Pangasinan

; fishermen tred to return 0
Panatag after the court handed
down its decision last July
' but thev were driven away
by huge Chinese coast guard

ateol vessels. :

QOwer the weekend, Duterte
appealed to China through

its ambassador in Manila to
treat Filipinos “as friends, not
enemies.”

The President said any talks
or arrangements with China
vrould be in accordance with
the arbitral court ruling.

Yasay said Philippine Coast
Guard ships would escort Fili-

Australtan Ambassader
Dep artment .

_ e spate of killings of
1 suﬁe'cted drug offenders in the..
Phli

o PButowe

side and none also from Ch
for bilateral meefings ” - -
- _“Perhaps the Chinese pre-

. miermay see and shake hands-

with Presidert-Durterse 16 2
photo opporturity.” he added
.. Yaray said the President has.
no definite Cilans

ng yet to visit
China, which 15 hyrong from
an international arbitral coart

rulng invaldating Beiing's

raclamm their fishing ground -

Panatag Shoal “so they would
be protecied,” . :
_ dn not wanl &
shooung “wat
maximum restraint. We wall
purgue the diplomatic pro-
cessest’hamweﬁavebeenusmg
Anv adverse action on the part

of Chima will be strongly pro-,
tosted” That 1s all that we ran -

do fornow,” he sard.

Duterte has appointed for-
mer president Fidel Rarnos as
his special envoy to Beijing

Ramos recently met in Hong
Kong withtwo Chinese officials
They discussed allowing Filip-
no fishermen inT'anatag Shoal.

China has welcomed the
possibility of formal talke with
the Philippines but insisted it
doesn’t recognize the arbitral
court ruling. Tl

The Philippines controlled
Panatag Shoal until 2012 when
the Chinese seized it after a
standoff with the Philippine
Navy.

Before he stepped down
last June 3G, former president

Benigno Aquino III revealed
A Tt s ARA mnt hoannr A

We wil] exercise .

- Karle Alexer Mograles thai the

Jakarta irip would take place -
after the ASEAN s .
Latosmextaonth
He sard there 1s na date

yet for the Beying vistt but
it would sigral the start of
formal bilateral talks en re:

kindling ‘ties aftected by the
arbitrel ruling .
However, ‘betore the start

US-brokered fare-saving deal
that called for Phijgppine and
Chunese Coast Guard vessels 10
jeave the contested area

' Theshoalis abot £ 120 nautical

miles from Zambales and three

- imes that distance from China.
i ¥ [nits rubing thearbitral court
saud thaee disputed areas; -

cluding Panganbarl (Mischaef}
Reef and Recto (Reed) Banlk,

sre wiithin the Phibppines” ex-
clustve econemic zone-

The Chinese have bualt
military forirfications m Pan-
ganiban Reef. while it has
resisted Philippine efforis to
axplore for oil and natural gas
in Recto Bank. . -

The Department of Energy
has suspended an oil and Fas
exploration contract with a
private company in the area

Racto Bank in Palawan 1s
farther away from China than’

Panatag. It is believed to have _— —
more natural gas and oil de- gaqe

posits than Malampaya; which
is supplving alarge part of the
fuel requirements of power
Jants in Luzen. Malampaya

will dry up ina few years. -
~With Jess Diaz
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MOBILITY ENHANCEMENT | 41D receives new
military vehicles

Marycel Necio Batara

CAMP EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Oro City — The 4™ \nfantry
“Digmond” Division, Philippine Army received a total of 43 KM450
1 % Ton Troop Carrier Trucks and Ten KM 451 Ambulance that
will be issued to the units under 4iD. This is part of the
modernization program and the continuing mobility enhancement
program of the Army and is a product of a Government-to-
Government procurement between the Republic of the Philippines

and South Korea.

A ceremonial blessing of the vehicles issued to Army units based
in Region 10 was held at the- 4D Grandstand in Camp
Evangelista, Patag, Cagayan de Oro City at 10 a.m. today, August
30, 2016. Meanwhile, those vehicles to be issued to units based in
CARAGA region will be blessed and subsequently issued io the
units after a similar ceremony at the 4" |nfantry Division Advance

Command Post in Butuan City.

requirements of the subordinate units of 4ID. These vehicles
AOR, Northem Mindanao and Caraga regions, where troops
s area for the Bayanihan Team Activities and Rescue

The issuance of these vehicles suits the mobility
can withstand the terrain and weather in the 41D
are being deployed in the hinterlands and mountainou

and Relief Operations.

these new military vehicles that wil definitely support the
accomplishment of the Command's mission especially in undertaking peace and development and disaster
response acfivities. We are thankful for the support of our Commander-in-Chief, President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte and the leadership of DND-AFP and the Army in the continuous effort for the AFP modernization
program and the Army Transformation Roadmap.” Maj. Gen Benjamin R Madrigal Jr, 41D Commander said.

“The 4|0 is very grateful for the arrival of

on has been made to ensure the completeness of

Prior its distribution to the end users, a technical inspect
d will not compromise the safety of our troops and

parts and accessories to ensure that afl are functioning an

the success of every mission.

“These military vehicies will be used in the campaign for peace and development in the AOR. Rest assured
this part of Mindanao, will be glad to have an Army that is

thal our taxpayers, the people we are protecting in
well equipped and could better serve them in any way necessary”, Maj. Gen. Madrigal added.

v
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WY, retiredanalyst. biogspot.com

3ID to take in IPs as soldiers

From the Philippine Information Agency (Aug 30)

officially opens'its door of opportunity to Indigenous People
(CSC) at the 3rd Division Training Unit

The Philippine Army's 3rd infantry Division (31D)
(IP) for the succeeding training cycles of Candidate Soldier Course

(3DTY).

The move was in line with the request of the Office of the Panay Indigenous People’'s Organization (PIPOL) as
embodied in its approved Resolution No. 2016 — 006 which asked for a quota of the |Ps particularly Panay

Bukidnon and Ati in the Philippine Army.

e Army,” 3ID commander Gen. Harold N. Cabreros

“They are more than welcome 1o be part of the Philippin
dy IP soldiers in the army service.

said in a Division news articie, noting that there are glrea

IPs will constitute 10 percent of the total number of trainees in the CSC’s next succeeding training cycles to

address the concern of the PIPOL.
Cabreros added that the response of 31D was aimed “to empower [P comm unities, recognize their rights and
reduce marginalization in the area.”

Interested applicants for the CSC must be 18 to 26 years old, earned at least 72 units in college, not less than
5 feet in height, mentally fit and no pending case in any court to be able to gualify for the course.

However, for high school graduate applicants, they must possess &
inal franscript of record and diploma, birth certificate from the

Applicants are required valid identifications, orig
Philippine Statistics Authority, pencil #2 and a long folder.

The interested [Ps must take and pass the Armed Forces of the Philippines Service Aptitude Test (AFPSAT)
scheduled in various dates and venues in the Visayas to proceed to becoming a soldier.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

certified skill needed in the military service.
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Tabak commander extols 1CAV squadron on its
40th anniversary

From the Philippine Information Agency (Aug 30).

True to its mandate to serve the people and secure the land for four decades, the commanding officer of the
1st Infantry (Tabak) Division extolled the soldiers of the 1st Cavalry Squadron (Tagapanguna) Battalion,
Mechanized Infantry Division (MID), Philippine Army (PA) for their remarkable achievements.

Speaking before officers and enlisted personnel of the 1st CAV during its 40th Founding Anniversary on
August 22 at Camp Jacobe Zobel, MGen. Gerardo Barrientos, Jr.. in a message read by Col. Casimiro
Tamparong, acting chief of staff, said the 1st Infantry Division is more than proud of the unit's high caliber

performance.

The 1st Cavalry Squadron i1s a combat support unit that extends support in the implementation of Internal

Peace and Security Operations in the area of operations of the Philippine Army’s primary infantry unit to win
the peace and keep an environment conducive to sustainable development.

member of your squadron completed the successful action

“The discipline, dedication and cooperation of every
d other ground operations,” Barrientos announced.

and heavy fire support during the time of exigency an

It can be recalled that one of the regiment's greatest achievements was the success of the Zamboanga
operation in September 2013 where they have shown their extreme act of bravery and courage. This restlted
to the rescue of more than 100 hostages and the neutralization of some 500 rebels during the siege.
Barrientos said the 1CAV provides strong deterrence against armed elements which hinder peace and security
in the division’s area of responsibility.

e forward with the peaple. Let us continue to be united to

“| encourage each and every member of 1CAV fo mov
s peace, security and development,” Barrientos added.

overcome every obstacle that stands in the way toward

The good general ikewise urged the 1CAV to maintain their good record and surpass their previous
achievements.

Meanwhile, LtCol. Charlemange F. Batayola, Jr. congratulated the officers and enlisted men for another year of

an outstanding performance.

“My heartfelt congratulations to all Tagapanguna troopers as | commend each one for a job well done for the

past years,.” Batayola said.

Batayola also acknowledged the meaningful involvement and active participation of key stakeholders in the
implementation of the internal Peace and Security Plan (IPSP) “Bayanihan” campaign of the AFP.

eace and development stakeholders and

“| congratulate most of all our local government units and all the p
rt. We could not have done this without you,”

partners uncer the 1CAV area of operations for your active suppo
Batayola concluded.

v
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BPATs, CVOs, MNLFs join hands to conquer Abu lairs in

Basilan
From the Philippine Information Agency (Aug 25)

The success of the government forces in overrunning Abu Sayyaf lairs in the hinterlands of Basilan recently is
aftributed to the support and expertise of local peace action teams, civilian volunteers, the Moro National

Liberation Front (MNLF) and the local populace.

ce (SF) Battalion said that utilizing the elite 12-man

1LT Ron Villarosa, Public Affairs Officer, 4TH Special For
lar support, the operators effectively earned the trust

team to conduct mass base operations and harmness popu
of the masses fo support military operations.
and members of the Civilian Volunteer Organization (CVO) from

Maluso, Lantawan and Hadji Mutamad (Pilas) totaled to some.
‘s Special Forces, the 12-man unit

The Barangay Peace Action Teams (BPATE)
the municipalities of Albarka, Akbar, Tuburan,
150 personnel. As the joint team pledged allegiance to the government

effectively turned into a formidable force.

secure vital supply lines and deny the enemy use of communities as safe havens,
d an unseen warfare that delisted the enemy of the mass hase support system
stery of the terrain and familiarity of the enemy’s tactics,

e to seize and secure hill 497 — a gateway to the ASG’s
o-Tipo and Ungkaya Pukan — just within

“Leading the local militias fo

the Airborne Troopers wage
they once enjoyed. Utilizing the locals’ complete ma
the BPATs/CVOs led by the Special Forces were abl
defensive compiex stretching from the municipalities of Albarka, Tip

days of the offensive,” Villarosa narrated.

He said that this was the first outpost captured from the enemy since the start of the relentless operation.

Albarka which gave the operating troops a window to the
o enemy outposts and defensive positions are strategically

constructed. Several face-to-face dialogues likewise were conducted to dissuade the local populace from
providing support to the ASGs. Within a week after the unit was deployed, reports on the ASG’s diminishing
supplies surfaced as communities refute the enemy of resources and rally their support to the government

troops.

Next to fall was the Hili 332 at Brgy Bohe Piang,
infamous Baguindan complex of hilltops where th

officer of the 4TH Special Forces Battalion, noted the opetration as a
n, Tipo-Tipo and Bohe Piang of Al-Barka. Since last month, Special
ties in the area, extending into three municipalities.

LTC Andrew B. Bacala Jr, commanding
“liberation” for the populace of Baguinda
Forces have infiltrated strategic communi

Villarosa revealed that in return for the MNLF’s alliance. the 4th Special Forces Battalion facilitated the
enroliment of 263 MNLF dependents under the unit's “Education4Life” project.

Under the program, qualified MNLF dependents are given full scholarship In accoidance with the partriership

that was formalized in a MOA signing between the 4TH Special Forces Battalion, Furigay Colleges

incorporated (FCH) and the Commission on Higher Education (CHED). Such focused civil-military operation
{CMO) projects enable the unit to harness the LGUs, civilians and the MNLFs for the conduct of an Integrated

Territorial Defense System (ITDS), bringing a popular uprising against the Abu Sayyafs.

d
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Project B.0.S.S, Phil. Army conduct free
surgical mission in Tandag City

From the Philippine Information Agency (Aug 26)

The Project B.0.S.S or Brotherhood Operation Sweet Smile, a non-government organization supported by the
Philippine Army is holding a three-day free surgical mission to adult and children with cleft lip/palate from

August 26-28, 2016 in Tandag City, Surigao del Sur.

All Surigaonons, dependents and relatives of military personnel and civilian em ployees of the Philippine Army
who have cleft lip/palate patients are encourage to avail of the free surgery and medicines.

ors in Tandag City who will perform the operation/surgical mission to aduit

Project B 0.5.5 has provided doct
and children with cleft lip/palate. X-Ray films, anesthesia and other medial supplies needed, including pre and

post operation medicines will also be provided.

According to Captain Reggie Go, Civil Military Operations (CMO) officer of 402nd Bngade, Philippine Army,
this is the first time that the Project B.O.5.S. held their free surgical mission in Tandag City.

“As of reporting time, we have already some 54 individuals in the list who have started availing this free

surgical mission, and we are stil expecting more as the operation will continue untii Sunday, August 28, 2016,

disclosed Go.

o then called on other Tandaganons/Surigaonons to avail the free surgical mission that will give better

perspective in life to the beneficiaries.

it can be recalied that the Project B.C.S.Sor Brotherhood Operation Sweet Smile (a non-gavernment
organization) has partnered with the Philippine Army in 2011.

sion in Zamboanga with 82 patients successfuily operated.

The mission was first held at the 1st infantry Divi
in the 1st Infantry Division, 4th Infantry Division in Cagayan

The team also conducted 3 other activities again
de Oro City, and Army General Hospital in Fort Bonifacio.

The sweet smile project has already benefitted some 308 individuals.

o
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Mt Province rebels kills ‘military agent’
on first day of ceasefire

By: Aldwin Quitasol, InterAksyon.com
August 30, 2016 10:51 AM

BAGUIO CITY, Philippines - Communist rebels in Mountain Province said they killed a militiaman that said
was also working as an Amny intelligence agent on August 21, soon after the start of a seven-day unilateral
ceasefire their national leadership declared for the formal resumption of peace talks with government.

Magno Udyaw, spokesman of the New People’s Army’s Leonard
Dadpaas, a native of Barangay Bantaugan, Bauko town and a
Battalion of the 5th Infantry Division, was meted the “death sentence

movement and the people.”

Angtan, said Udyaw, soverzealously and continuously monitored the movements of NPA units operating in the
western side of Mt Province and directly reported to his superiors in the 54th IB (Infantry Battalion) since 2010,
when he acted as lead scout of a massive military operation on the horders of Tadian, Bauko, Besao and

Sagada that led to the discovery of a rebel camp and a subsequent battle on Mount Alipiniw.
The NPA spokesman said the operation was mounted after hearings by the Mines and Geosc

on mining activities in the area.

Foliowing this, Angtan “regularly reported” to the 54th IB in Bontoc and accompanied military agents on
operations and in setting up networks, going with the unit when it transferred its headquarters to Paracelis town
in 2012, where he “sontinued his nefarious activities in eastern Mountain Province and eastern ifugao,” he

added.

o Pacsi Command, said Junjun Angtan, alias
member of the 77th CAFGU Active Auxiliary
" for “crimes against the revolutionary

iences Bureau

Even before ithe 2010 military operation, Udyaw said the NPA had repeatedly warned Angtan against his
intelligence work and advised his relatives to dissuade him il '

However, Angtan ignored the warnings.
ould serve as a warning” 1o igorots “not to become traitors to the

Udyaw said the death of Angtan should “sh
d agents of the oppressors.”

tribes and communities they come from by working as devout pai

!
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Army Core Purpo

DAVAQ CTTY — President Du-

terte promised wounded soldiers. .
~ yan na iyan eh,” Duterte said

that he will initiate a program-
that would -provide scholarships
for children of unifarmed person-
nel from kindergarten-to college.
- President Duterte made the
statement . in front of wounded
soldiers of the encounters at V.
Luna and Cotabato at a dinner he -
hosted at the Malacanang, Aug
29 evening.

He said that the ‘c.hlldren of
the AFP and PNP personnel will
be accommodated at the nearest .

-state university or r'atnonal hgh

schools.

.- Duterte added that students
with  exceptional = intelligence

could be used by the country. - -
“So they will emjoy scholarship.
So long-term ryari. Tpasok ko na
iyan ngayon mentras ako pa arg
Presidente. So Iyan ang masasabr
. so’libre ang edukasyon — kin-
dergarten hanggang college he
said. ,
The President said he would
need the help of the Senate for

this to happen.
"Well, ang importante kasi,

what bothers you lalo na kayong
mga may pamilya [ay]-anak ninyo.

Alam ko 1yan. Maski sino. Tayo, ore,

day in our lives, ganun na, nandl-

- “"Kung mabuhay ka, mabuhay,
mag-abot ka pa ng. Valer dwan
‘kung ginusto minyo. But ang in-
yong problema is ang pamilya, 50
alam ko iyan. May programa ako
sa lahat.” -

Duterte added that: |f it were. up

to him, he would promote every—
one on the spot. -

“In the sight of the Flllpmo
people, you are all generals, he
said.

- The pre_,ldent also fac:htated
the rehabilitation of a soldier who
was blinded by an encounter,

He said that thFl soldler is now

learning Braille. -

B 1 am not a soldler, I

don’t know kuhg saan ake pap-
unta, pero ganite iyan. Lahat
naman tayo eh, lahat tayo may
sinusunod. Whether you like it
or'not, there is always a ggy for
you. So kayong medyo lumusot,
it means to say, fight aq_ein But
this I can assure you, my prest-
dency will take care of you ‘Wala
kayong dapat alalahanin”’ =~ =’

P

se: Serving lhe

neople. Securing the land.

Fomsil.cc o, {07) 845955
8 - Emai 1dd' cacpe.army2ti2@emsil.com - Ire. {02) &
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Reqcup te arms - ha Ve T L.OVETF'd ‘the
remains of a helicopter pilot and his me-

charic from the crash site i Bulacan near

its boundary with Quezon yesterday -

The remains of captain Miguel Log- -

ronio and engineer Tay Gregorio were
recovered by members of the Army ‘s 48th
Infantry Battalion in Barangay Kabayu-
nan, Dofia Remedios Trinidad, Bulacan.

The Civil Aviation Avthority of the .

Philippmes (CAAP) and the Philippine
" Air Force (PAF) said the victims’ bod-
ies were brought to \ﬂhmor Airbase at

‘around 11 a.m.
The victims wezre on a light helicopter

b

e Bodles of. pllot meehanl«c;a
remvered from crash sne

By RUDY SANTOS o _
of the Macroaﬂa Aﬂ' Ta x1 Gerwce 'Whm]T

was reported missing on Aug. 22. -

The crash site was located on qamrdav

afternoon. -
The two were on theu way to p'tk up

and rescue stranded engineers and min-
ers at tlie Sumag River diversion tunnel
in General Nakar, Quemnprovmcev hen
they crashed.

Bad weather had harnpered '—\ﬂ:orbs
to locate the crash site and rescue the

vichms
A PAF rescue teamn tried but ;talled to

‘reach the area on Monday due to strong

winds,

|

|
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for 64 wounded

+ m——r ey e = 2T

soldiers

By CHRISTINAMENDEZ

: % president Duyterte ireated ' Fregident for mspirmg him =
.4 Tegaim hi¢ confidence atter
51t Tast onth atthe AER

. 64 wounded soldiers to.dm- . to 1
net a* Malacafiang r{n"'Na— s v
tioral Heroes Dav e pay | Medcal Cenmes; oo™ o
C bute to their bravery m the . "Yod are ourhero, sit. You:
campalgh agaimnst terrcrism.
and msurgengy. =

Duterte invited the sol-

Arers confined at the Heroves
Wazd of the Arened Forces of
the Philippmes (AFP). Medz= .

coldiers You are the only
president who makes rounds
m the camps.” Jacuba said in
Filipmne. - '

"~ You are

cal Center to the Heroes Hall heait, a sincere one We cat-
. of the Palace. ., = = - ° “ not grve you matersal gift All

1 can say is we will fight until
the last drop of our blood
under your leadership.” he
added-. - 7 e
Cruterte sard he will “rein-
“yent” Jacuba, telhng him to
Jearn how to read braille and
possibly pursue alaw degree.
desprte his condition. . . -

One of the soldiers was_
Army 2Lt Jerome Jacuba,
who was rendered totally -
blind after a Tandmune ex-
ploded during the Army’s .
clearing operations at Datu
Salidoe m Magumdanao on
March 2 -

In his testimonial, Tacuba

wave us life. You uplifted 15 -

TP RS . $61 them will be ready m De-.
the leaderwith a A5 ST

and; recerved un”
hair trom the;
1 mereaged:

President. whic
" Duierte retterated that the
_military and the police wall
have his full support. He'
hopes that additionz benefits:

cember - - Wi
" - Duterte alsc handed ovel
laptops o some mjured sol--
diers, and each of the 64
soldiers will be given a new’
side frearm. i
#] have imparted to the
mihtarv and the police very
rleatly. you will have my
support, you will have all
the thmgs you need to fight
criminals. Do not worry, in
the pursuit of law and ordet,

;t_j,aird- he was grateful to the =

Cpl. Ralph Dlvi;r\__o, on.

-

- go tw. the prison for you I
_fake foil legal responsibility, e
Dterte said L o e

Defense Secretary Delfin

Lorenzana, AFP chief Gen.
Ricardo Visava, Senate I'resi-
y dent Agquiline Pimente] IIT
and other top mulitary offt-
cals were also at the dinner.
 Malacariang instructed the
departments of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD),
Health (DOH) and the Inte-
rior and Local Government
(DILG) to provide assistance
to the families of the soldiers
killed or wounded in military
operations.
S Mae Fe Ancheta-Templa,
“FICE OF THE ARMY C undersecretary for Institu-

.

put_'sua;ﬁt to my dwechon, you -
do nct have to worry I will-

Army CoTe PUrpase; Semving the peopie.

t10mal ‘Developme:_nt Group,
sard DSWD's Protective Ser-

~¢1ces Pund Management Of-
fice has torwarded the list.

of the slain and wounded
soldiers, mcluding mforma-
tion on their dependents, to
DSWIY's ficld offices where
the soldiers’ families live
The status of the families

‘will be subjected to assessment
" and ehigbility tor the various

programs of the DSWD. '
“We have an existing sys-
tem to deliver the most apt
and suitable services for the
dependents of the soldiers,
and this system is imple-
mented through the swift
coordination between the
DSWD Central Office and

'Field Offices,” Templa said.

DSWD's social workers will

istt the homes of the soldiers”
tamilies i determmane then
needs and assess what services
and mterventons can be pro-
vided to theim, =, % AN

. "w A+ the onset, the ass1s-

tance that we can mmmedi-
ately provide are educational
livelthood and employment
opportunities through skills
trammng for the dependerts.

If the soldiers have senior
citizen parénts, we canenroll

them in the Social Pension
for Indigent Senior Citizens, "
Templa said.

She also said that four of
the soldiers were assessed-as
beneficiaries of conditional
cash transfer program and
their families will receive one

sack of rice per month.

— With Pia Lee-Brago

securmmg he 1land.
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Ppe:31d'=n+ Duterte hae o1-
=red the military to go “full
ree” agains: the AbuSayyat -
nid the mounting casualtes”

neng 109ps. fighting the

indat group.smee last week, .

The bandits k-lled 15 gow-
nmert troops m fierce fight-
g late Monday FPatrkul,
du

Initzal rcpor’rs sard the fa-

Iities mcluded two seldhers

he were bekeaded by the’

indits m Barangay Maligay

This, however was denied .

y the miiitary, saymg the
anmen used the celi phones.

“the slamn soldiers and sent
xtmessages o ther tamiles

1outthe ““'lpﬂrt{:‘d behead-

g::

Presideniial spokesman
rnesfo Abella said iive more
ittalions would be deployed

the theater of operations.

“We ate gomg full force
| all-out -operations against
jem We are addmg dve bat-
lions or about 2,500 people

1d they 11 ordy bein Sulu =8
fella scad -

Abella said it was urfor-
nate that 15 scldiers were
lled by the bandits m the
pvernment side’s largest
ngle-day combat loss

The military's sethack
me after troops kilied at
ast 22 Abu Sayyaf gunmen,
clading an influentral com-
andey, in the jungles of Fa-
kul on Friday and Saturday

assaults that followed the.

heading of a hostage. .

Duterte ordered troops to
nt down and destroy the
[litants in their jungle bases
if week after the extremists
headed a kidnapped vil-

IRERD — e
1 5 S

lager whoqe Iamlls was t@a

poor o pay TAnsom .

‘That's w hy I sent ’rfhe
troops,” “Dualerte said, addmg
he can no jonger tolerate the -
’&bu Sa‘mafs barbaﬁc actn,l—_ _

HHes il
Iniormed ot the moun’rmg
casualties among the troops.
Duterte said he 15 ceady to
accept the drawbacks of

Jaunchong an all-out m111tary :

campaigty
~ “Tknov: that there will be
some reprisals, I'm ready for
that There’s always a draw-
back there bur you know

every time vou do that, it’s .
a clap cn the tace of govern-

ment,” Inaterte said .

Abella saad the President
is bent on destroying the
Abu Sayvaf down to the
last man. - -

o “Defirntely ’rhe Premdent

1s focused on makmg sure
that the threat from the Abu
Sayyal shovld be termnated
as sonn as pessible,” e said
Abella said the current
malatary achions are mani-
festations of the President’s
campaign against the Abu
Savyat.

*T helieve the President 1s
simply calling our attention
tc the fact that we should
all be vigilant, especially be-
cavse for example there are
groups like terrorigt groups
like the Abu Sayyaf and he
is concentrating full force
against these,” Abella said.

On top of the 5,000 troops

‘already hased in Sulu and

2,500 in Basilan, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) has pulled out troops
from the Visayas, Luzon and

‘tional frocps, - <.

. Monday's encourter that alao
. % tahon intally clashed with >

mthe:r areds of Mmdanao and

The military’s Western
Mindana.c- Cuommand (West-
mncom) issued a statement
on the deployment ot addr—

“What'you see1s Tuqt the hp
of the 1ceberg, more troops,
more equipment and more

firepower will be cemmitted..

to destroy the Abu Sayvyaf,”
the Westmincom sad

Deadly
texat message

" Westmmcom spokesma:n 7

Ma. Filemon Tan 1. said two
bandits were killed m last

l=ft 15 ireops dead
-; Tawe other sf_udTEI‘- were

wounded in the neatly two-
hour gunbattle

Tan denied repuits ti'-at

two soldiers were beheaded

y the bandits - -+

‘AH the mrhrary fatalities
were accounted fo1 and there
15 no truth to the clamms of the
Abu Sayyaf they beheaded
some of cur tmuperq Fatie
said '

Tan sald . bandit used
the cellphone of Ptc Jison
Falcasantos, one of the slain
soldiers, and sent a text mes-
sage to the victim’s family
that they had beheaded him.

. He added the troops have
not sighted any of the hos-
tages during the encounter
in Patikul.

“The hostages were not
sighted but knowmo the

T =

i
Fp—

eploye.i them io the Hwo -
“{sland provinces with tha-
specific mission w sesk and :
deetr@y - the Abu Sayvaf -

gmup was +1ue1= there’s. a.

high possibility: that the wic-

tm’m were there” he said, '.
A number o hostages ars,

el qtﬂl bemg held by fhe Abu.
" Sayyat mn Suln, ncluding

Nurweglan Kjartan Sekkmng-
stad. indonesian sailors and
Dutch.hrdwatcher Ewold.

- Horn who was ladnapped m-

the high seas off TaWT— 1av\ 1 :m
February 2012 .

Tan alsc explamed 1he Tugh
mmber of troop <casualties:
wWas due l:o Lhe dlc'.ﬂt fer—

. rain

“The Abu Qav* at group

. 'has madstery of the terrain and
they knew the fields of fire.

and were or: the edge of the

terram,” he saxd -
Tar said trocps from the

Army’'s 35th Iniantry Bat-

70 Abu Sayyat gunmen led.
by senlor Ieader Radullan

“aahuan el

rowever ;.]'-e"bandlfs gtem e
1-nwnber up fo more than
120 gunmen as the ﬁght-mg
continued :

Tan stressed the govern-
ment casuaities were not Just
frem a single encounter but
from the senes of clashes with
the bandits that dragged on
for almost two hours

Tan said the Abu Sa-y:.*af
had. 30 casualtzes and 11
wounded while the govern-
ment suffered 15 killed and
29 wounded in clashes since
Thursday last week =

According to Tan, the
troops were running after

81 Abu Sayyaf gunmen who
were identified by validated
reports.
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A L A SIah o Tlin Ewllil-sees LR
3 S)oh. By

Otﬁre 18 :
* gaged the woops in & firefight
- inlast Monday’s dashes. =

. . AFP Publc Affairs
_chigt Col. Edgard: Arevalo

said the mmidrtary has enough
"troops tg enfurce the Presi-

. dent worder to crushthe Abu -
e i oo ighting resumed yesterday.

.+ . Asked 1t-the spidiers were
cutnimmbered in last Mon-
~day’s fighting, Arevale only
said combined troops trom
the Army’s 21st and 35th
Infantry Battaiions encoun-
tered a big nrumber ot heavily
armed bandits in Patikul.
Hz said the Abu Sayvaf
are using the terrain to their

_advantage, engaging gov-

ernmerit troops from higher
ground g

“We are nof
nary énemes We definitely
have the supertorify of train-
mg, superiority in armaments
‘but they are not giving our
_soldiers an easy fight” Are-
‘walo saidivs T e i oF

Arevalo cited

LINAT

.afm} A

faéing ordi-

! field repor'a;.s ,
that some of the bandits were -

Fgmailcom =€ hc. 525

=Rk e

en-

i

gh on drugs Wh?‘;l ﬂ"-l;,-',g

. AFP spokesman Brig, Gen.
‘Restituto Padilla said the

with fhe treops on a msston”

to launch an all out offensive’
and further decimate the Abu

Savyaf '

“To date, 30 Abu Sayyaf
gunmen have heen killed to
mclude those slain in this
morning’s {vesterday) fight-
mng;” Padillasard - -

Westmincom warned any
group of avilians found to
be arding the Abu Sayvat will
be included m the military’s
target list

“The momentum 18 on our
side and we will continue this
fight until we accomplish the

-mission These whe are aid-

.ing the Abu Sayyat will be

Sl

~ dealt with by the AFP,” Tan

said — Roel Parefio, JTaime
Laude. Perseus .Echgminada
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BY VICTOR REYES

FLAGS flew at half staff yesterday at the military’s
headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo and other

. military camps as the Armed Forces mourned
for soldiers killed in clashes with the Abu Sayyaf
in Patikul town in Sulu Monday.

Sporadic fighting was ongoing yesterday

An updated number of muistary casualtics
showed 15 fatalities and 10 wounded Initial re-
ports on Monday night said there were 12 dead
and five wounded.

The military vowed to bounce back from the
“temporary setback.” Before the Monday clash,
the military had the upper hand in the intensified
operations against the kidnap-forransom group
as it had killed 21 bandits in clashes since Thurs-
day last week, without incurring any fatality.

On the Abu Sayyaf side, the military counted
30 dead, including six from the Monday clashes.

i

The death of the 15 soldiers is the largest in'a
single encounter since April 9 when 18 soldiers
were killed during an assault on an Abu Sayyaf
camp in Tipotipo town in Basilan.

The Basilan operation resulted in the capture
of the camp. The military said 38 bandits died in
the operation, including a Moroccan terrorist,
bt only a few enemy bodies were recovered
by soldiers.

AFP chief Gen. Ricardo Visaya said the trag-
edy will not stop the tilitary from pursumg its
mission of defeating the Abu Sayvaf, which the
military has around 480 members.

He asked ground commanders to keep the
pressure on the Abu Sayyaf. ,

“We have all the time. Keep the pressuré on
the enemy until they wear out. Just.ensure they
won't he able to leave the island and we will be

- See. AFP > Page Bﬁ
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triumphant in the end,” he said.

The Jatest fighting broke out
in Sitio Kan Jalui at around 4:30
a.m. Monday, National Heroes
Day. The clash involved troops
from the 35th and 21st Infantry
Battalions and about 120 Abu
Sayyaf men led by Radullan

* Sahiron

. “This 15 just temporary set-
back * said Col. Edgard Arevalo,
chief of the AFP public affairs
office. “We will continue (with
the operation), we will press
on, we will employ all assets
of government, of the Armed
Forces.”

“¥We have fresh troops. The

‘enemy will grow tired and

weaty and probably run short of
ammuaition, manpower in due
time. The Armed Forces have
those... We are hopeful, and we
should be, in the cnd the one
victorious,” said Arevalo.

Tan ‘said two other armed
encounters with the Abu Sayyaf
took place last Monday The
first occurred at around 1:50
p.m. against 30 Abu Sayyaf
men in Sitio Kugan. Barangay
Bukung also in Patikul.

The 30-minute firefight left
two Abu Sayyaf men dead and
several severely wounded,
including sub-ieader Jamir Ja-
wong Jauhari, said Tan. - “~
. The second clash occurred
at around 3 42 p.m. against 8O
bandits in Barangay Kuttong
in Talipao town. The 30-min-
ute clash left four Abu Sayyaf
men dead and two soldiers
wounded.

Tan said the Abu Sayyaf suf-
fered 24 dead during last Thurs-

Ling - F
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Be.d

day’s encounter in Patikul. up by
three from last Monday's figure.

Tan said this brought to
30 the number of Abu Sayvaf
men slain during the renewed
campaign against the Abu
Sayyaf, including the six ter-

torists who were killed in last

‘Monday’s clash. -
FATALITIES .

" The slin soldiers included
21t Erpan Gusto, plateon

leader at the Army's 35th Infan-

try Battation. The others were
$/Sgt Ruel Catubay; Sgt. Jay
Erwin Almohallas: Corporals
Omar Raddulan, Ronald Galo-
niga, Elid Ismael, Salik Mandan-
gan; Privates First Class Nestor
Bacaling, Jison Falcasantos,
Gerald Yubal, Dhendo Dujo,
Roselito Arnoco, Glend Resma,
Rogelic Vincoy; and Pvi. Jonas
Lumayan. :

Arevalo said the .15 died in

an engagement, downplay-
ing talks the soldiers werc
ambushed,
_ ¢It's really an encounter
1t’s just that they clashed with
a large group (of Abu Sayyaf
men). The report that reached
us is they clashed with 120
fully-armed ASG terrorists,” said
Arevalo,

*We have been saying that
the enemy is not an ordinary
enenry ' We definitely have the
supetiority of tramning. superior-
jty of armaments but they ate
not giving our soldiers an easy
fight,” said Arevalo.

Arevalo said government
troops remain determined in
the fight against the Abu Sayyaf
which is keeping around 20

e -

rmy2st 2@ gmali.oom

" - as so0n as possible.”
- el definitely

mrEp

- Te: nec. (02, ba+EIL0 -

-
-

foreign and Filipmo hostages
in Sulu. The previous .Aguino
administration also tried, but
failed, to defeat the Abu Sayyaf.
President Duterte has said hie
wants the Abu Sayyaf destroyed
during fus term. .
Presidential spokesman Er-
nesto Abella yesterday said
president Duterte wants the
- Abu Sayvaf Group “termunated

the Fresi-
dent is focused on making sure
that the threat from the Abn
Sayyaf Group should be termai-
nated as soon as possible,” he
said but said no definite time-
line was set.
~ Tan said “more troOps, MOLe
equipment and more firepower
will be committed to destroy
the ASG.” ~
CLOSE-QUARTERS
: BATTLE

AFP spokesman Brig, Gen. Res-
diuto Padilla belied insinuatons
the troops were ambushed.

“Hinahabol kasi nila (yung
Abu Sayyaf), eager yung mga
tropa natin na maka-score i
dahil sunodsunod yung scorc
natin. E aiig problema, nabanga
kasi nila yung malaking grupo
na. Hindi nita na-anticipate
yun,” said Padilla. :
- Onwhether there wasa Iapse
on the part of the troops, Padulia
sad “That isthe subject forthe
field commanders to check, not
us (in Camp Aguinaldo).” ’

Pressed if there is already an
ongoing investigation into the
incident, Padilia said it is not the
time to find fauit. - With Jocelyn
Montemayor

ral £295 2095
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By .lohn Paolo'Benmto
an dFlorameS.;Sdlmeﬁn

Secretaiy De;’

" Bume® Torenzema -
said Tuesday the
government 18 preparing
for any aftacks that
the Abu Sayyafmight
launch in urban centers

. as diversionary-tactics

" but plaved down the ~
need for emergency -
powers for President
Rodrigo Duterte to -
quash the terrorlsf

gr OUP

e Ih an interview, Lorenzana said
. thaf they have recerved reports that

there nmght be ferror aftacks on

i magm cities. ; '
- “That's what we .2 n'rﬂparmg

nghi now. We know ey rnght
L do dee'r*smnax} iactes 1 Manila,
' Cebu, or Davao, metropolitan cen-
iers—that is what the President is
-fearing, the diversionary actions
[that thev might do] m urban cen-
ters,” Lorenzana told the Maniia
Standard. :

Lorenzana also wamed against
paying tansom n exchange for
, any hosiages heing held. as this
i . Next page
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Al

id only strengthen the ten orist
p-
renzana said with loca] govern-
mits joining the anfi-terrorist
. there was still po need to grant
dent Duierte emeTgency pawers.
- least three senators—Panfilo
on. Paclo Benignoe Aquine IV
Vicente Sotto M--have ex-
ed suppott for granting Duterte
Jonal emergency puwers Lostap
ASG after a senes of kidnap-
% apd beheadings in Mindanao.
1h powers would help Druterte
mere affectively with the terror
ace as well as with other senous
lems such as illegd) drogs, the
tors said.
rmed Forees clief Gen. Ricardo
ya said they wouid not stop un-
e ASG is eradicated. :
here may still be casuaities
g the way as we advance this
mn duty to eradicate these ban-

=

* o AFFAIRS - Ermail afo’ oadp

dits and terrorists.of 25 vears, but we
will not stop until we Tid our cowtry
of the menace this ASG brings to the
world,” Visaya said.

The Palace on Tnesday vowed 10
relentlessly pursue the Abu Sayyaf
2fier 15 soldiers were killed in an en-
counter in Sulu.

“Tt i unfortunate that a pumber
of our troops have already lost their
lives,” Presidential Spokesman Er-
nesto Abella said ina press bnefing,

“The President is focused on
making sure that the threat from
the Abu Sayyzf Group should be
termmated -as soon as possible,” he
added

Abella echoed ihe ‘statements of
Lorenzana that the goverament 18 g0

mg “full force” on the ASG, adding
that the series of offensives against -
the Abu Sayyaf are “manifestations™

of Duterte’s campaign against the
bandit zroup. -

On Tuesday, the military con-
firmed that at least 15 soldiers and
four Abu Savyaf members were
killed in a series of encounters in

g.Ermy204 L2gmal.com - Teing. |

Sulu on Monday after the Army’s
35th Tnfantry Battalion and 21st In-
fantry Batallion fought around 120
members of the ASG.

The firefight aiso wounded 10 sol-
diers, while the number of casualties
on the Abu Sayvyaf side had yet to be
confirmed.

Maj. Felimon Tan Jr, spokesman
of the Western Mindanao Command
{Westmmcom ), said on Taesday one of
the slain was an officer:

"He said the soldiers were con-

_ducting pursuit opesations when

they encountered the AS/F's main

‘hody led by sub-leager Radullan

Sahiron e .
ATl the slam and woanded soldiers

were recovered and suffered no mu-

frlation by the ierrorsts.

" He said not a single gun or

was lost to the terTorists.

Tan said casualties on the side of
the ASG were undetermined.

Those who died in the Monday en-
counter in Sitio Kan Jaful, Barangay
Maligay were 2nd L. Erman Gusto,
33, aresident of Isabela; Staff Sgt. Ruel

On the same day but m a differ-

ent firefight in Barangayr Kutong.
Talipao, Cpl. Greggy JiHggoy
Hanog and Cpl. Joel Laman were
also wounded. '

Last week, (he military srapped up
operations against the ASG on or-
ders by President Rodrigo Duterte to
eliminaie the terrorists.

Duterte has expressed €xaspera-
tion over ihe beheadinge fhat the
£ 5 has inflicted on taewr hostages
onrz their famiies fail in pay the
ransom Lo '

The miliary said the mFst series
of firefights lasi week Lilled af Jeast
21 ASG terrorists. although only six
hodies vrere recovered.

Thousands and thousands of sol-
diers poured into Sulu and Basilan
with the objective of finishing.off the
ASG scourge.

Duterte has ordered Visaya 1o fin-
ish off the ASG in stz months.

In Camp Aguinaldo, the military
said they moumed the death of their
fellow soldiers and placed the flag at
half-staff in their konor, With PNA

rA

3

i

bullet

Catbay .39, of Zambnanga Sibugay;
Sgr Jay Erwin Almohallas, 38, of La-
nac del Norte; Cpl. Omar Raddulan,
41, of Lanao del Norte: Cpl.

Ronald Galoniga 33. of Lanao
de] Norte; Cpl. Ehd Tsmael, 49. of
Sulu; Cpl. Salik Mandangan, 31, of
Y anao del Norte; Private First Class
estor Bacaling, 26, of Lapao del
Norte, PEC Jison Falcasantos, 28,
of Zamboanga City: PFC Gerald
Yubal, 29, of Zamboanga Sibugay
PFC Dhendo Dujo, 32. of Zambo-
anga Sibugay: PFC Roselits Ar-
noco, 29, of Zamioanga del Sur,
PFC Glend Rasma, 24. of North
Cotabato: PFC Rogelio Vincoy, 28.
of Zamboanga del Norte, and PFC
Jonas T umayan, 23. of Zamboanga
del Sur, all members of the 351B.

Those wounded m ihe sare battie
were Cpl. Bdgar Andales. Cpl. Ah-
snad Nurch. PEC Vimjie Colaljo, PFC

. Relindo Paglinawan, PFC Rogen Re-

vira, PFC Sabeniano Bercasio, PEC
Juvelito Bulhano. PFC Efien Espe-
nesir, PFC Jemar Maictin, and PFC

Johnrel Alclag.
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Sayyat bandits
‘illegal drugs?

" The military |_s':rinbt';i;.li's'cﬁ:oﬁntihé _

the possibility that soTTE 8 the Abu
Sayyaf bandits being pursued by

the military n Sulu are under the

nfluence of
. Marine Coi

llegal drugs. :
. Edgard A. Arevalo,

the chief of the AFP Public Affarrs
Office, miade the revelation following
a press briefing at Camp Aguinaldo,

Quezon City..
Arevalo sal

d that based on

intelligence reports they have
gathered, some of the ASG bandits -
who fought against trocps of the
Army's 21Ist Infantry Battalion and
35th on Infantyy Battalion were

high drugs. . .
"It's an sncounte

r talaga; There

was Intense firefight between
the two sides. It's just that may
kalakihari ang kanflang NUMEro. Ang
report sa atin av 120 fully armed
ASG terronst.ang nakaharap nila

| angatingm

'Sindalo ay talagang

1bng a
! imaklpagbak_%alganf" Arevalo sard.
| "Ang impotmasyon pang naririnig

OFTICE OF THE ARKY

CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emaif edd: oacpa.crmyll

—

Army Core Purpose: Servi

i

natin gaating mga operating units o
sa ating mga Inteffigence operatives

" gome of them are even under the

influence of drugs when they faced
our soidiers.” .- Lo o0
-The teror group-are said to be
actively moving from one nlace o
another now that the soldiers are
making an Interse pursuit 1 piA
them down. : 4
- "They are trying their bestto avoid
our operating units. These imigial

g i -

|

contacts Indicates Number one that
we are, we have the right human ;

intefligence. We can attribute thisto ’

the people of Sulu na nakakakita, na
nalakaramdam ng pangangailangan
na metapos naang problema sa Abu

Sayyaf," Arevalo said. :

« Arevalu also said based on
information coming from ‘AFmy
Brig. Gen Arnel dela vega,.the
commander of the Joint Task Force
Sulu, no seldiers were violatdd
after the encounter. (Francis T.
Wakefield)- T

2\

ng the people. Securing the land.
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‘Maute’ jailbreak puts

mi' AMP ENA]
- ¥ g"ayanﬂie Ore Clty

v/

I dayorderedhe;gntenedmte]hgence op-

_ erations in the reglon after 23 inmates

_ 1p Lanao Pe! Sur bolted ail Spturdgy - -

. Chief Supt. Nvel Constantino, police
| reglonal director n Nnrthern Mind-
anao, said that eight of the pnsoners-
were members of the “Maute Group.”

alocal terrorist greup that haspledged

. allegiance to mternatmnal terror orga,- o

_ nization ISIS.

: inmates who bolted the Lanao Del

Sur provineial jail were facmg murder

. charges and were considered equally .

dangerous to remain at large :
“The escapees posé serious threat

te public safety andmiust be prevented -

- from sowing further terror,” Constan- -

. tinosaidina statem&;xft‘relaasedto th
- local media here. -";;f-"” 2

He said that e has 1nstructe e

the police un the ground tu conduchg
checkpoir. to constrict the possible -‘éﬁshbrevafiarangay( ‘allocan hete where
“they boarded some motnrized bancas

Ut

entry of the Mautegnmp”mNorthern
Mmdanan AL i g o S

'"l‘r::,-

A

ie*'*‘“és.;

~ -into.the daring attack by 1 : - e
, - group;ah TS-Teaniig Jitadist Mayaitao:

, poiice regional command im_ secter, eould hardly precee:

Northern: Mindanag:on Mon-__';

£

T

CyF w = J_ q-,.,,.i ﬂ.,,g’_,

“ﬁ &5 F <z

i&-‘?x‘-*

e bl

3

: Thls daveloped as loed
admitted that current Jive

| Jpe
there havi: been ne witnesser

&

to come out openly and- testlfa(' h@uf_-'

the incident.

L,E. qu FTE%

THE KATWN'E LEABING KE WFEPATER

n—danaﬂ cops on *eaghtene'd,

“Nip e is willing t0 come oizt a&é. :

nelp us build a case-against the gunmen:

_behind the daring attack " a member- of -

the Lanap fel Sur inter-agency Provin:

.ciai peace-and-order r'ouncli was quefed

as saving .

. During Saturday afl:ernoon sattack, .

more than 50 armesd Maute group mili-

He said that muqt of the 15 other . taptsdisarmedjail guards sprangelght

" members detamed:since. their-capture ..
here last August 22 for possession ofan

improwised explosive device IED: and

_ firearms, and freed 20 other inmates

facwg various crimmal-charges.

. The outnumberéd jail guards failed
*to pu&?up registance.against theraiders,
agipooledutit the reseuce attack injust - &
Tdiingtes, Hnitial mvestlgatmns said. -
*E%‘I‘hg raiders took hostage one jail
prd bt dreed him later.at the lake- .

and ﬂed to still unknc»wn dlrectmns

I

Py

4

Page:

BRE AL

mpmber-s of the Mautf G:t'@up Spryung -
free by their comrades were earlier

intoreppted i 2 military checlpomt
Lumbanayague in Lanao Del Sur on

board avehicle loaded with amrmaution, -
. improvised explosive device and - hlgh ‘
powered firearms, and hizuled to il

. The police report reaching here al-

; Ieged that the group was on a mission
to assauit the Army eamp in Marawl -

City and on a bombing mission in key

"cities m Northern Mindanao mcludmg
Cagayan De Oro City..

Constantino has remmded the pub-,
lic to be extta vigilant as he sought the

- peeple torally behindthe PNP and the

military in the fight agamst dIl iorms nt

" terror attacks.

« “Best asbured the pahce Bii g North-

* ern Mindanao is doing its bestin coor-"

dmationwith the AFP TArmeil Forees of
the Phxhppmes] and other 5wermment
agencies foneytratize this terror g{@up; :
m Ene regmm" he ‘said, With awport;
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All-out war
'vs Abus on:
30 bandits, 15

iroopers

By Mario J. Mallarl
' ﬁ,‘d’Ted?I' a,;

Sulu has climthed ta 30 as five more bandits

Té reportedlalled n Suluyesterday. -

Firieen soidiers, meluding a junor officer,

gre killed while 1:: nthers were wounded

rlng “raging clashes’ between govemment
troopﬁ and the terrorist Abu Savyal cand. oI

ge‘im l:he ongumz"toeused rmbtary operations

jne

dead_f-;_

& Armed e of ihe 1’mnppmer.~ (BFPy
* chief of staff Gen Ricard

Page:

/isaya immpediately
‘l‘d(-'I‘E‘d all military” ‘camps to fly thehational

The numherofAbuSayvameup (ABG) bamiﬂs v flag ut half mastto henarfhe fallen iroops. -

" The killing of the 15 soldlersrs the ﬁxstmalor__

sethack suffered by the military undet the
administration of President Dhuterte who ordered

the: AFP %o destroy the Aba Bayvat Greup.

The setback hapnened while ihe AFE
continued to pour more tronps in Sulu and
Basilan, that now stand at more than adozen
battahonb te tmallv defeac the ASG which

dullan Sahircn on-ihe outskirts of Sulu
_province on Murday, l,k_lmmhm]y sanl yester_lay

o
hos an -“:L.-mdl,r‘d Surelgpdn ol A
fighters. ol

“Ag s 0a24 a1 the nations] ulg
widl thes ar hail-inest az
soldiers knew that oune toc
heroes among them las aj
osffervd his Life -iha[ of hms
live,” soael Visaya :

In apreasbuenng, Col. Ed-
Arevalo, AFP-Pubiliz Affairs 0,7
chef sani thal fheee ,(-naf*i
“clashes -which corciled witl -
observance of Nuuidnai Heroes .
hanpenied 1r: Suly on Monday ~He=
Patikul and encin adjacent Tal,..-

Arevalo said that tne urefro

“that caused the lives of 15 tro-.
and wounded 10 others eruptec)
sround 4.30 p.m. along Sivie K+
Jalul, Barangay Maligay in Faviku -

He said that composite elemer¢
of the Army’s 35th Infantry Battalic
and 21st IB engaged maore or les
120 heavily-armed Avu Sayya
terrorists in a “raging firefight,*

From page |

“Fifteen soldiers, including an

ofliver were klhul in action
“hi]e 12 \’E‘xt vstindod i adt ‘n.u(
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Heavy Skirmishes vs. ASG Terrorists Rages in Sulu

Marycel Necio Batara

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City— Fifteen soldiers
made the ultimate sacrifice while twelve others were wounded in
action (WIA) as of 10:30 a.m. today, August 30, following a series

of intense skirmishes in Sulu yesterday, August 29

The following were Killed-in-Action 2LT ERNAN P
GUSTO, 33, M, Isabela SSgt Ruel A Catubay, 39, M, ZSP Sgt Jay
Erwin L Almohallas, 38, M, LDN. Cpl Omar M Raddulan, 41, M,
LDN Cpi Ronald M Galoniga, 33. M, LDN Cpl Elid § Ismael, 49,
M, Jolo Sulu Cpl Salik H Mandangan, 31, M. LDN Pfc Nestor C
Bacaling, 26, S, LDN Pfc Jison B Faicasantos, 28. 8, Zambo City
Pfc Gerald A Yubal, 29, S, ZSP Pfc Dhendo A Dujo, 32, M, ZSF
Pic Roselito A Amoco, 29, S, ZDS Pfc Glend C Resma, 24, S, N.
Cotabato Pfc Rogelio D Vincoy. 28, M. ZDN Pvt Jonas A
Lumayan, 23, S, ZDS. isabela-1 , Jolo-1 , Zambo City-1 , N.Cto-1
ZSP-3ZDN-12DS-2LDN-5

This is according to the reports of Joint Task Force Sufu Commander BGen Amel de Ia Vega to Armed Forces
of the Philippines Chief of Staff General Ricardo R Visaya.

The heavy fighting began at around 1:50 PM yesterday when Army soldiers of the 21st Infantry Battalion led by
LTCOL Presco Lobos encountered more or less 30 heavily armed Abu Sayyaf Group terrorists under sub-
ieader Jamiri Jawong Jauhari at Sitio Kugan, Brgy. Bakung of Patikuf, Sulu.

in the fierce armed encounter that lasted for aimost 30 minutes, two (2) ASG members were killed and a
number of them severely wounded including their leader .Jamiri Jawong Jauhari. The rest of them who
withdrew southeast were pursued by the troops. The security forces meanwhile suffered zero casualties.
Later, at about 3:42PM, combined elements from 4th Scout Ranger Battalion under LTC Samuel Manzano
encountered more or less 80 ASG terrorists at Brgy Kuttong of Talipao, Sulu. After about 30 mins and
sustaining two deaths, the bandits withdrew westward. The security forces suffered two WIA.

At 4 30PM, in Sitio Kan Jalul, Brgy Maligay alsc of Patikul, Sulu the composite ieam of galtant soldiers from
35th (B and 21st IB suffered casualty in a raging firefight between them and more or less 120 heavily armed
terrorists. Fifteen (15) soldiers including Second Lieutenant were killed in action while ten (10; others were

wounded.
The extent of casualty on the bandits’ side is undetermined.
Other soldiers operating in the area immediately rushed to the encounter site to pursue the withdrawing

terrorists. Other Army units provide the blocking forces.
We are withholding the names of those KIA and WIA until their next of kins were duly notified.
The soldiers grieve for their fallen comrades. But instead of waning, the soldiers pressed on in the fight. That

the ultimate sacrifice and acts of gallantry become their driving force to hit back once again on the terrorists

Army Core Purpose: Serving th;apeople. Securing the land.
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who have suffered at least 25 killed and scores others wounded in army initiated armed encounters 4 days

ago. As of this time, the sporadic skirmishes continue

“As we gaze at the national flag that flies at half-mast anew, soldiers knew that one too many hero among
them has again offered his life ~that others may live.”, said Seneral Ricardo Visaya, AFP Chief of Staff

“Much as every soldier, sailor, marine, or airman knows that laying down one’s fife is all part and parce! of their
job, we in the AFP vow to pursue this battle to conclusion.

“There may sfill be casualties along the way as we advance this solemn duty to eradicate these bandits and
terrorists of 25 years, but we will not stop until we rid our country of the menace this ASG brings to the world ",
commits General Visaya.
His continuing guidance to the field commanders: “we have all the time. Keep the pressure on the enemy until
they wear out. Just ensure they won't be able to leave the island and we will be triumphant in the end.”

Gl
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15 soldiers killed in Sulu clash with Abu
Sayyaf

ABS-CBN News
Posted at Aug 30 2016 06:06 PM | Updated as of Aug 30 2016 08:46 PM

The remains of the slair soldters arrive at the Echwir Andrews Alr Base in Zamboanga City on Tuesday affernoon

(2nd UPDATE) The Philippine military lost one officer and 14 enlisted personnrel in a clash with the Abu Sayyaf
Group in Sulu, the Armed Forces said Tuesday.

Armed Forces spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia said the soldiers engaged the bandits starting
Monday morning, and suffered the casualties toward the afternoon.

"We have had a short period of jubilation foliowing some very successful skirmishes with the enemy, but
unfortunately, just yesterday, we lost 15 of our members fo a very closely fought engagement period [sic] that
begun early in the morning and moved on throughout the day until late in the afternoon,” he said.

By afternoon, he said, members of the 21st and 35th Infantry Battalions were engaging the bulk of Abu Sayyaf
in Patikul, and may have compromised their position.

we were made to believe that there was a small group, but when they entered in another area, the
ntly, that was where they were hiding to escape the pursuing troops,” he said.

Il group of our members of the 35th IB who pursued a bigger group that was

e terrain was working to the advantage of the ASG who

"Initially,
number kind of swelled. Appare
"Unfortunately, there was a sma
running away. And unfortunately, the mastery of th

were in & higher ground," he added

Padilla likened the encounter to an ambhsh, wheréin n'o'miljtary personnel was closely shot by the enemy
"No member of our troops were bastardized or disrespected and we were able to recover them in due time.
Many of them still getting to the medical lines alive, but because of their injuries, they succumbed later on," he

said.
He reported also that the most recent number of Abu Sayyaf fighters killed was 30, possibly including one sub-
commander.

7%
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The following are the soldiers who died in the clash, according to the AFP:

2Lt Eman P. Gusto (33, |sabela)

8Sgt. Ruel A. Catubay (39, Zamboanga Sibugay)
Sgt. Jay Erwin L. Almohaiias (38. Lanao del Norte)
CPL Omar M. Raddulan (41, Lanao def Norte)
CPL Ronald M. Galoniga (33, Lanao del Norte)
CPL Elid 8. Ismael (49, Jolo, Sulu)

CPL Salik H. Mandangan (31, Lanao del Norte)
PFC Nestor C Bacaling (26, Lanao del Norte)
PFC Jison B. Falcasantos (28, Zamboanga City)
PFC Gerald A. Yubal (29, Zamboanga Sibugay)
PFC Dhendo A. Dujo (32, Zamboanga Sibugay)
PFC Roselito A. Arnoco (29, Zamboanga del Sur)
PFC Glend C. Resma (24, North Cotabato)

PFC Rogelio D. Vincoy (28, Zamboanga del Norte)
PVT Jonas A. Lumayan (23, Zamboanga del Sur)

¢ % ® 8 & 9 e @ O " B S & v @

An earlier statement from the Army said Abu Sayyaf leader Jamin Jawong Jauhari was severely wounded in

the encounter.

The Abu Sayyaf, known for kidnapping and beheading captives, has dogged successive Philippine
govemments, entrenching its network with vast sums of ransom money in what has become one of Asia's most
tucrative kidnapping rackets.

Security experts say the members of the bandit group are motivated less by Islamist ideology and more by the
tens of millions of dollars from kidnappings.

Two Canadians and a Filipino teenager were executed this year by the Abu Sayyaf. Last week, two
Indonesians escaped captivity but there was speculation the Abu Sayyaf freed them after their families paid

thelr ransoms.

ians, a Dutch bird watcher, and a Norwegian resort manager are

Eight Indonesians, eight Filipinos, five Malays
gle when the assault

still being held by the Abu Sayyaf. It was not known if the hostages were in Patikul jun
began on Thursday.

Padilla vowed that the military will not cease its pursuit operations until they reach a "very decisive
engagement with this group,” and try to rescue the hostages.

"The primordial objective and concentration we are having is to closely ensdre that the victims they hold will be
safely rescued, but if we are not able to do that, it would be very unfortunate, but that’s what we are trying to

see," he said --With reports from Reuters
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hitp:/iwww. philstar.com/

Philippine Navy blocking Abu Sayyaf
reinforcement

(philstar.com) | Updated August 30, 2016 - 5:37pm

The military is trying to contain Abu Sayyaf Group fighters by blocking off strategic areas of Sulu in southern
Philippines. Philstar.com/Bing Maps

MANILA Philippines (Philippines News Agency) — Philippine Navy units started blocking strategic areas of
Sulu to prevent Abu Sayyaf Group sympathizers from resupplying and reinforcing their beleaguered comrades

on the island.

Armed Forces spokesperson Col. Edgard Arevalo said on Monday the Navy units were also tasked to contain
the areas to keep militants from escaping from their Sulu enclaves, which are now under heavy military

pressure.

"While not sufficient large to support (all its commitment) it has sufficient assets to (carry out) the operation,”
Arevalo said.

Arevalo said the total Abu Sayyaf fighters in Sulu and Tawi-Tawi are placed at 481.
The military, however, does not have exact figures on the group's sympathizers, supporters or operatives

recruited through dubious means.

Total number of Abu Sayyaf bandits killed in the ongoing focused military operations in Suiu are placed at 25
along with an undetermined number of wounded.

Military losses, meanwhile, reached 15 fatalities and 12 césﬂaiiies

Operations against the bandits started on August 26 after the terrorists brutally beheaded 18-year-old Patrick
Jhames Almodavar last August 25.
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wwww, retiredanalyst blogspot.com
Flags in military camps flown at half-mast to honor 15
troopers killed in fight vs Abu Sayyaf

From the Philippine News Agency (Aug 30)

Flags in all military camps nationwide were flown at half-mast Tuesday fo honor the 15 troopers killed in the
ongoing operation to neutralize the bandit Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

“(It is) part of our standard practice and tradition in the Armed Forces of the Philippines everytime our soldiers
fell in battle doing their mission or constitutional mandate,” AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo

said in Filipino.
Placing all flag at half-mast also indicates that the rest of the military is grieving with the loved and families of
the slain troopers, he added.

"(All soldiers are well) aware of the inherent risk of their profeés:on. they are aware they can get wounded or
killed doing their mission,” Arevalo said.

Aside from the 15 dead in Monday's 4.30 p.m. ciash with the ASG at Sitio Kan Jalul, Barangay Maligay,
Patikul, another 12 troopers were wounded the gunbattle that lasted until 6 p.m.

All of the fallen and wounded troopers were from the 35th and 21st infantry Battalions and all were from Sulu
and Mindanao, the AFP public affairs office chief said.

When asked whether President Rodrigo Duterte is planning to visit the fallen troopers, Arevalo said they would
leave the matier to the Chief Executive and Malacanang.

"We would like to Jeave that to the President and to Malacanang, but so far. if you would look at his practice,
(President Duterte is known) to visit, commiserate and condole with the families and relatives of those who are
slain or who are killed in action while performing their duty. We supposed that he will be also doing the same

this time," he added.
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Westmincom: Offensive against Abu Sayyaf continues

amid death: of 15 soldiers
From the Philippine News Agency (Aug 30)

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) through the Western Mindanao Command (Westmincom) declared
the death of the troops did not dampen the fighting spirit of the soldiers pursuing the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)

brigands in Sulu.

Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo Dela Cruz, Westmincom chief, issued the statement Tuesday, a day after 15 soldiers,
including a junior officer, were killed while 10 others were wounded in intense gunbattle against the ASG

brigands in Barangay Maligay, Patikul, Sulu.

Dela Cruz said the slain troops were immortalized as heroes as they sacrificed for the love of country and to
achieve peace and security for the future generation.

“Qur forces fought gallantly, the firefight was intense and our trobps sacrificed their lives to give the next
generation the peace and security they truly deserve. We will mourn the loss of our brothers, but it will not

dampen the fighting spirit of our troops,” Dela Cruz said. -

*The momentum is on our side and we will continue this fight until we accomplish the mission, kung sinuman
ang hurnarang o tumulong sa ASG, sasagasaan kayo ng AFP,” he added.

He said that more troops, equipment and firepower will be committed to destroy the ASG brigands, citing what
they have seen “is just the tip of the iceberg.”

The focus military operations operations have been ongoing against the bandit group since August 26, a day
after the brigands beheaded 18-year-old Patrick Jhames Almodavar.

“It is just @ matter of time. We appeal to every Filipino to pray for our troops, alam po namin ang peligro na
hinaharap ng bawat sundalo, pero ni minsan hindi kami nagrereklamo sapagkat alam namin na ang
pinaglalaban namin ay para sa Sambayanang Pilipino,” Dela Cruz said.
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ASG death toll in Sulu focused military operations
now at 30

MANILA, Aug. 30 (PNA) - The number of Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits killed in the ongoing focused
military operations in Sulu has climbed to 30 as five more bandits were reported killed in Sulu Tuesday.

This was stressed by Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla in
message to the PNA.

"To date 30 ASGs are killed following this (Tuesday) morning's encounter,” he added.
However, Padilia did not give specifics on where these bandits were killed.

Another 11 terrorists were reported wounded in the ongoing operations.

Government casualty count stands at 15 troopers killed and 12 wounded as of this posting.

| ast Monday, four ASG bandits were killed in two separate operations in Sulu, bringing the total number of
terrorists killed as of Monday to 25, AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

The first clash took place 1:50 p.m. at Sitio Kugan, Barangay Bakung, Patikul when troopers from the 21st
Infantry Battalion clashed with an estimated 30 ASG bandits fed by sub-leader Jamiri Jawong.

In the 30-minute firsfight, two of the terrorists were killed and an undetermined number, including Jawong,
were wounded, forcing the ASG o retreat.

No losses were recorded by government troopers in this encounter, Arevalo said.

In the second clash at 3:42 p.m., an estimated 80 brigands were encountered by members of the 4th Scout
Ranger Battalion.

In the ensuing 30-minute firefight, two more of the pandits were killed while two soldiers were wounded.
In focused military operations which started Aug.26, an estimated 21 ASG terrorists were reported killed.

The offensive was the offshoot of the bandit group's brutal beheading of 18-year-old Patrick Jhames
Almodavar last week. (PNA)
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PPRD says peace with the communist and Moro rebels

brings a window of opportunity
From the Philippine Information Agency (Aug 30)

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte cited the window of opportunity brought about by the current truce between the
government and the communist rebels and the peace convergence between the government and the Moro

rebels.

Speaking in the 10th Year Anniversary celebration of the Eastern Mindanao Command Friday (August
26) night, he said the current peace situation being experience in the countryside gives reprieve not only to all
forces involved in the conflict but also to the Filipino people who have been suffering long.

Duterte said the government must use the peace as window of opbortunity for it to strengthen its forces against
possible external aggression in the future.

“We respect the truce with the left and the peace convergence with the Moro rebels. As we make peace with
everyone, including foreign countries, we need to prepare,” he pointed out.

'He revealed that the Defense department has been asking 20,000 personnel to add to its ranks.

Duterte said it is only feasible to add 10,000 new recruits in the Armed Forces at the moment.

He said the government still needs to deal with extremism and the order to crush the Abu Sayyaf remains.
Duterte led the awarding of medals and plaques to deserving soldiers and non-uniformed personnel under the
Eastern Mindanao Command ranging from gold cross medals for gallantry in action and plagues of
appreciation with Defense Secretary Deffin Lorenzana, Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Visaya and Lt.

General Leonardo Guerrero, commander of the Eastem Mindanao Command.

In a separate interview, Major General Rafael Valencia, commander of the 10th Infantry Division said his
contingent has contnbuted two battalions of soldiers to Sulu Province to support the effort of government

against all terrorist organizations in the area.
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Joma Sison off the European terror list
From the Manila Times (Aug 30)

PRESIDENTIAL Peace Adviser Jesus Dureza returned to Manila on Monday after the resumption of talks with
communist rebels, announcing that Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) founder Jose Maria Sison has

been removed from the European Union listing of terrorists.

But the CPP, its armed wing the New People’s Army, and political arm the National Democratic Front (NDF)
remain classified by the EU as a terrorist group, he said.

Nonetheless, Dureza is confident both sides will achieve peace given a “high levei of confidence.”

“In a peace process, every agreement is a foundation. It is a brick on a building that one must build from. Just
like lovers, you have to build on that relationship, trust, and it takes time,” Dureza said in & news conference at

the Ninoy Aquino International Airport

DUrezé, albng with Angelés City M;a-jrb-r Ed Pamintuan, arrived from the peéCé néQbiiations. in Oslo, Norway
aboard a Thai Airways flight.

Pamintuan, who is a government peace panel adviser, said Sison expressed a desire to conclude the
negotiations i six months.

But the government expects the process to take eight months, he said.

Lureza cautioned that the peace process would have bumps along the way and there would be a lot of
“sensitive issues.”

The negotiating panels of the Philippine government and the NDF reached agreements on six major items, he
recalled.

These are: reaffirmation of previous agreements, reconstitution of the.list of NDF members covered by safe
passes under the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees, acceleration of peace negotiations,
release of NDF consultants, a government amnesty proclamation for prisoners listed by the NDF, and an

indefinite ceasefire.
Both parties agreed to resume talks on October 8 to 12 in Oslo

The government panel is looking toward a final peace agreement with the NDF to end almost half a century of
armed hosfilities in the Philippine countryside.
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IN PHOTOS: Duterte dines with soldiers
wounded in action

Pia Ranada

@piaranada

Published 7:20 PM, August 30, 2016
Updated 7.20 PM, August 30, 2016

President Duterte gives the soldiers electric wheelchairs and laptops, and says he wants to 'reinvent’ them
after their sacnfice for the country

LISTENING EAR President Rodrigo Duterte tries to comfort 2nd Lieutenant Jerome Jacuba during a fellowship
dinner in Malacafiang’s Heroes Hall on August 29, 2016, National Heroes’ Day. KING RODRIGUEZ/PPD

MANILA, Philippines — To cap National Heroes' Day, President Rodrigo Duterte had dinner with soldiers
wounded in action on Monday, August 29.

Sixty-four soidiers in their blue patient's garb were guests at Malacafiang's Heroes Hall where they were
served chicken sctanghon, grilled seafood, fish in.coconut milk-and mustard greens, mais con hielo, and other
Filipino dishes.

Sixteen of the soldiers were those woun

£130 so they could join the dinner.
One of the 3 soldiers who gave testimonials in front of the President during the dinner was Second Lieutenant

Jerome Jacuba, who was btinded by an expiosion during clearing operations in Maguindanac.
Jacuba was the soldier who cried and hugged Duterte when the Commander-in-Chief visited the Armed Forces

of the Philippines Medical Center on August 2.
Duterte and the soldiers were joired by Defense
Visaya SE=0 : :
During the dinner, Duterte gave the soldiers electric wheelchairs and laptops He said he wanted to "remnvent”
them and even encouraged Jacuba to go back to school.
Duterte thanked the soldiers for making their-sacrifice for t
to promote all of them to the rank of general.
"In the sight of the Filipino peopie, you are a
action, sinasabi ko, nagsasaludo ako, s0 mauna kang bumaba sa kamay.

them.
(In the sight of the Filipino people, yo
say, if | salute you, you should be the

ded in clashes in Cotabato. They were flown in the previous night by

Seéretary Delfin Lorenzana and AFP chief General Ricardo

he country. He joked that he would order Lorenzana

Il generals. Kaya ako, pag magsaludo ako sa inyo, wounded in
‘Yan ang respeto ko sa inyo,” he told

u are all generals. That's why | salute you, soldiers wounded in action. |
first to put down your hand saluting me. That's how much | respect you.)
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War vets get P4.7B in benefits

By. Marlon Ramos

SURVIVING World War Il veterans and their dependents have a billion reasons to smile.
President Duterte on Monday ordered the release of P4.7 billion in unpaid benefits to war veterans and widows

of soldiers who died defending the country from Japanese imperial forces.

it was a fitiing tribute to the war veterans as the nation marked the annual National Heroes' Day.

The distribution of the cash benefits was earlier approved by then President Benigno Aquino ill, but it was put
on hold because of the election ban, according to Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana.

Mr. Duterte said part of the amount would be given to retired soldiers who were at least 80 years old. “It will be
released as soon as possible,” he said in a speech at a ceremony at Libingan ng mga Bayani in Taguig City
He said P3.5 billion of the fund for the Total Administrative Liability (TAD) would be distributed to the veterans
and widows while the remaining P1.2 billion would be intended for retired military officers.

“Be careful. If you are not loyal to your wife, she might be joining the widows (who will get) P3.5 billion. And if |
were the wife, | would think again now. There’s (money) waiting for me,” Mr. Duterte said in jest.

The distribution of the cash benefits was stipulated under Republic Act No. 7696, which amended the law
standardizing and upgrading the benefits for military veterans and their families.

President Rodrigo Duterte salutes before the tomb the unknown soldier’s monument during National Heroes Day fites at the Libingan ng mga Bayani
in Taguig City INQUIRER! MARIANNE BERMUDEZ

Mr. Duterte, the Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, thanked Budget Secretary
Benjamin Diokno and Lorenzana for signing the joint implementing rules and regulations (IRR) for the

distribution of the funds.
“| think he (Diokno) is the best ever budget secretary. And so pubiicly, | would like to thank you sir for accepting

my offer to join the Cabinet. | really appreciate it very much,” he said of Diokno.
As mandated by law, each beneficiary should receive P1,700 in monthly allowance upon reaching the age of

70 starting April ©, 1994~ -
However, many of the veterans had died before they were able to collect their TAD anowances

In the joint IRR, all beneficiaries should receive the entire amount due them :
The Philippine Veterans’ Affairs Office and the AFP were directed to process and facmtate the lmmediate

distribution of the amount to all beneficiaries.
As of September 2015, there were 16,237 surviving spouses entitled to the TAD pension. With a report from

Inquirer Research
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80% of housing for military, police at Bulacan
site left unoccupied

Patty Pasion

Only 800 out of 4,000 housing units for the military and the police in Bocaue, Bulacan are occupied. Residents
also report problems with utilities at the housing sife.

ol TR
IDLE. Thousands of idle NHA nouses were found ir Bocaue, Bulacan. Phofc from: the Oftice of the Vice President

MANILA, Philippines — Thousands of housing units in Bocaue, Bulacan that were intended for police and
military personnel were found to be idle.
During Vice President Leni Robredo's visit o the Nationa! Housing Authority (NHA) project for members of the

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and Philippine National Police (PNP), she found that only 800 out of
4,000 units are occupied since most of the beneficiaries are on field assignments.

The housing facilities were built for soldiers and policemen earning lower salaries. (READ: Robredo: Gov't
must build over 2,600 homes a day to beat backiog)

Robredo, who also chairs the Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council (HUDCC), earlier
‘mentioned that she found several housing projects for the PNP and the AFP that were not maximized like the
ones in her home province, Camarines Sur.

Aside from unused units, occupants complained of the fack of utilities at the Bocaue site.
"This is just one of the areas | visited. And it seems the problems are all the same — lack of available jobs, poor

utilities. The condition is very unfortunate," Robredo said.

The Vice President also.relayed what one of the families told her during their consultation "[Each] house costs
P 140,000 but there are a lot of problems like walls cracking so they spent 3 times more for the cost of repair,”

she said in Filipinc.

Master plan

Robredo earlier ordered the inventory of necessary housing data for the HUDCC to craft 2 comprehensive
housing plan in consultation with stakeholders such as private firms and marginalized sectors.

The HUDCC will conduct strategic planning on Thursday, September 1, with the goal of shifting its mindset

from simply building homes to creating livable communities.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Robredo, who has consulted with several communities and stakeholders in her two months in office, said they
will use the feedback to create their master plan.

One key issue, said the housing chief, is the lack of jobs in reseitlement areas, which are usually in provinces
near Metro Manila.

Robredo said they will aim to make housing sites in-city so not to uproot people from their livelihood. But she is
also looking into connecting the prospective occupants who are unemployed to the contractors of socialized

housing projects, like in Thailand.

"Kaya jyong walang frabaho, puwedeng sifa na ang workforce eh. Gaya ngayon, a few days ago kausap ko
Iyong asosasyon ng mga nasa socialized housing, sabi nila up daw ngayon iyong real estate business at
kulang sila ng mga trabahador," the Vice President said.

(Those unemployed can be the workforce. A few days ago, | spoke with an association involved in socialized
housing and they mentioned that the real estate business is booming and they need laborers.)
"Why not [source from] us, right? We have to do an inventory of skills. If the unemployed ones lack the skills,

then they should be trained in that field," she added

Robredo clarified that the proposed training would not entail additional budget for the HUDCC as she sees it as
a parinership with other government agencies such as the Technical Education and Skills Development
Authority (TESDA)} and the Department of Social Weifare and Development (DSWD). — Rappler.com
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Remains of two rescue chopper crash
victims airlifted to Villamor Airbase

By: Richie Lopa, InterAksyon.com
August 30, 2016 2:18 PM

Capt Mike Logromo as a young marn-and later as ar Arr Force officer baokdroppsd by a Huey' G-happer which he was skifled at flving
Affor g eeh of be!pmg 1n & rescue operation at-a cbliapsed funnei in Quezor province, Lagronio’s chopper crasned, kiling hif and his
afreraft meGhanic- PHOTOS PRGVIDEL BY COL. EGAY MENDCZA

MANILA - The bodies of the two helicopter crash victims who died on a mercy mission in Quezon province was
finally airlifted to Villamor Airbase Tuesday morning, three days after they were found in a mountainous area.

According to the Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP), Capt. Miguel C. Logronio and his Aircraft
Mechanic Engr. Jay Gregorio were airlifted by the 505th rescue group in a Sokol helicopter - an operation
delayed for two days by bad weather.

The exact crash site is at Sitio Macua, Brgy. Kabayunan, Dona Remedios Trinidad, Bulacan near the boundary
of Quezon province, according to rescuers on the ground from the 48th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine

Army.

The helicopter, an AS350B2 type operated by Macroasia Air Taxi Services with registry number RP-C2688,
had been engaged for a week in operations to extract miners from the Sumag diversicon tunnel project by

MWSS, when it crashed last Aug. 22,

The tunnel collapse happened Aug 15 at the height of heavy, constant rains spawned by the southwest
monsoon or habagat

The weeklong rescue where Logromo and Gregorio figured had also been marred by constant rains; as had
the efforts to find their chopper when it crashed; and to retrieve their bodies from the crash site

The tunnel collapse survivors hailed Logronio's bravery and skills. He was remembered by former colleagues
as among the best rescue helicopter pilots of the Air Force.

Fondly called Mike by his friends and batch mates at Fernando Airbase in Lipa City Batangas, Logronio was a
retired Air Force Colonel.

Among his illustrious batch mates from PAF flying school Hinirang Class 1978 are (Ret.) Maj. Gen. Artemio
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Secuting the land.
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Orozco and (Ret.)BGen. Egay C. Mendoza, who provided photos and anecdotes of Mike during his stints at
the PAF.

Orozco, then a young Lieutenant, was part of the air force pilots who saw action in the 1986 People Power
Revolution, while Mendoza, serves as the President and manager of Leading Edge Flight School based in
Poro Point, San Fernando La Union, recalled that Capt. Mike was proficient in flving the Bell 214, 205 and UH-
1H helicopters, and was assigned at the 505th strike wing, where he also piloted the P28 so-calied "Tora Tora"

aircraft for three years before his retirement.

They remembered an incident in the late 1980s when Col. Mike almost met his creator after his Bell 214 rotor
got detached while flying, but he managed to maneuver toward a safe emergency landing.

Mendoza said that Mike was what they fondly called a "batang Nichols", a term used by PAF personnel for kids
who grew up and studied inside the former Nichols air base, now Villamor Air Base.

The late Captain Mike Logronio is married to his wife Me] and blessed with three children: His eldest, Miguel
Logronio Jr., a 2nd Lt. at the Philippine Army and member of PMA Class 20089, was a casualty in an ambush
by NPAs in Bicol sometime May 2010. Another son Ony, the youngest, finish pilot training at Masters Flying
School and now a pilot at Asian Aerospace. The second child, a daughter, is a registered nurse named Kat
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