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Myl«ene Som VOWS to tell all—wnat her husband Police Chief Insp. Jesus
“]‘

~-On the night 'iaf Sept';15 Police Chief
-Imsp Tesus “Tin? Sori‘of Leyte told his

. WITe. J\@Lylepu@;x_@ameane wameﬂ him
*.deag fot Failthg 46 doa "project.” a Tut

on Albuers, Leyte Maysr Roiando 8s-

" plnosa. ‘Mylene said Son bad told her
that Crimuna! Investigation Detection
Group (CIDG). Regmn 8 chief Supt. Mar-
vin Marcos had asked minrto loek foran
asset whe would be paid Psoc,cee to
Fill the maye: for having dtawn up a

Iist of government and police offirials

pruterting the tlegal drug trade of his

LI

‘Previously, therehad been ‘bath Bloo

” Son, told her-when she faces "ienate prohers on Moenday

STORY BY ARLYN DELA CRUZ

son, Kerwin Espinosa pu-o-s:; hrself was dead, killed inside
Bui a close 16lative and friend haﬂ “his rell 1a the police precinet m what
warned Sun that Espinosa was under Marco‘ ‘'s2ad was a shontout.
the ‘witness protection program and. - Mylene said she had wanied fo teh
that he couk] wmd up ax the fall guy adwgnks after her husband s death, but
] ﬁlﬁé ‘Heditated whep. she saw Marcos'
between Soi-and Marcos, Mylene said,- ﬂeneanor at the Semate nearmg the
because Marcos” wife and Son's faither-" “CIDG chief had seemed so confident
in-law became tivals for the vice raay: . 4nd ariogant he must have powerful ;
oral pnst1n the town of Pastrana, Leyte - ghnnectons, ‘sheé said. This itme )
which the older man eventually won ="} '-cund ‘she won't back down, she said.
Now her hushand was dead, ai- ~wowing to tell everything she knaws
bushed a day after he expressed Lis. duriug the Senate hearing on il- oy
fears Loher and 1 & Facebook post My- Tlegal d.ruga on Mondav AZ

lene said. Shortly after, Mayor Es-, _fj;“f:._ e 7
{ LAGOT KA w

i
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FROM A1
By Arlyn dela Cruz
Correspendent at Large

It was one of those conversa-
tions with her husbhand that
Mylene Son would never forget. .
..+ On the night of Sept. 15 this
H 2 vear Police Chief Insp. Jesus
“Tim” Son told his wife: “Baka
hanggang ngayon o bukas na
Aangang buhay ko (Myhfe mlght :
endtoday or tomorrow).” Police Chief [nsp. lesus Soh

.- -Herhusband was no stranger
to death threats, Mylene said. (‘ o flag-raising ceremony to help a
Known as a tough police officer .\. neighbor who had been robbed.

in Leyte, Son was not the type 3 “He left past 6 and I texted
who would be shaken by any R ‘him saying Fll wait for him at the
threat. But that night, Mylene He tOId me WhO Snack Hauts so we could gohome
said, he talked about being killed thr ; ed together,” Mylene said. But until
like he was so sure it would hap- f i eater_' * . 9¢thatmorning, there was no re-
pen and ihai he knew who him and that he spense to hermessage. At past g,
" would do it. R Son texted back “Pauwi na ako
et aiso told .. {on my way home)”.and. she had

. "He told me who threat-
ened him and that he also told ks closest fr;end responded, 0K, Love u”, It was
) the. Tast " communication be-

Supt. Marvin Marcos

his closest rriend about it,” My- - ; b

“lene recounted. _aboutit’ tween husband and wife.
On Monday, Dec. 5, Mylene _ o ' By 10, Mylene got suspicious
“will face the Senate inquiry on Mviene Son - - When.some friends checked on
V - her. Was she at the Snack Haus?

mVitation by the committee Wifeof i J s “Jim" §
. headed by Sen. Panfilo Lacson. . 7SR JESUS ISR YWas she with her husband? they

D
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"Susubibin ko ang luhuat ng kato-
tofiunatg nolalaman ko {1 will
tell all that I know),” she said.

Son told Mylene about 2 di-
rect threat from Supt. Marvin
Marcos, Region 8's chief of
Criminal Investigation and De-
tection Group (CIDG).

"Muainit dow sa kanyg si
Supt. Marcos kusi hindi niya pi-
nawa ang inuutes sa kaiya na
‘projecl.’ Gusto daw tignan kung
hanggang  suari  talaga  ang
tapang ng asawa ko (He said
Marcos was mad because he did
not do the project assigned 1o
him. My busband said Marcos
wanted to see how farhe’d go in
defving him),” Myiene said.

Sou and Marcos were not on
speaking terms because in & pre-
vious local election, Marcos'
wife, Marites, Liad ran against
Edgar Empilic Sr, Son's fadier-
Lni-law, for tie vice imayorai post
in Pastrana town, Leyie, Sow's
father-in-taw won, while Mar-
cos’ wite placed third in Hie race.

Making amends

Then sametime in 4ugust,
Marcos starred taliing to Son
again, Mylene said, adding that
her husband thoughr it was be-
cause the CIDG head wanted to
make amends for his previous
hostility,

Son did uot realize thur
Marcos was rying to lure him
into doing a very sensitive “pro-
ject,” Mylene said.

The “project”  tarpeted
someone who had identified
key personalities invoived in
the proliteration of illegal drugs
in Bastern Visayas, as well ac
rpovernment and police oficials
who had received protection
Waney Tor e illepal drugy
trade ol Kerwin gspinosa.

Mylene said her lhushand
told Lier the "project” was a hit
on Albuera, Leyte Mayor Rolarn-
do Espinosa. “Marcos asked ny
husband if he has an asset who
could kil Espinosa for a

Proviun Tee Son said lie'd louk
for vue; Lie felt pressured 1o do
it. Then a close relative and
friend advised my husband not
to do it because Mayor Espinosa
was under the witness protec
tiol program. He just might he-
cotue a fall guy,” Mylene re-
called her husband telling her.

On thie night of Sept. 15, Sun
on Lis joint Facebook account
witl his wife, posted this mes-
sage, "Pulls sa pulls ... putunging
molli offer ko nga, naka withess
prolection program naman ...
tapes double cross nio kami .
e Ka bayag ... subukin mo ako
hamwunin: nang harapan .. 'm
Sure gy mamamatay sa atindl
Wag mo ako wraidurind! Di kita
wuarungan! (Cop versus cop ...
selof awhore! You made an of-
fer ou Ja guy under] the vimmess
protection program then ou
dare duuble cross us. You have
W halls, Why don't you fight
e Jace 1o face? 'm sure one of
us will die. Don’t double cross
e L will not back down).”

Ambushed

The messape was ad-
dressed 1o Marcos, according
0 Mylene. At rhat time, Mavor
Espincsa was still in the cus-
tody of Albuera Police Chief 11y
Spectur jovie Espenido.

The following day, Son was
ambushed by unidenritied as-
salluns  along  the national
highway of Barangay Fiilit, St
Fe i Leyle provinee. initial -
VESTIEZaLon reports said the ani-
busl was work-related because
Son was © former intelligence
ullicer ol Leyle's Anti-Drugs
Graup and had recetve rerog-
Lo Gl codibendations jor
several unldrug operations.

“Flat woruing, be was so
Lappy. fle woke me ang sai,
iUs Lriday, I'll be attending the
flag- raising ceremaony,” Mylene
recalled.  Her hushand  also
Promised 1o go home afier the

/]

wanivd 16 know. "My friends
Kiew thal Bo martter how diffi-
cult it was for me, t would al-
ways go with my husband
wherever he might be assigned,
I want someone to converse
with,” Mylene said, not knowing
that her friends already knew
abour her husband's ambush
whern they called her.

On Nuv. 5, Mayor Espinosa

was Killed Ly a CIDG 1eam led

by Marcos inside a subprovin-
cial jail in Leyte,

Powerful backers?

Weeks after that, Mylene
sought the Inquirer for help,
fearing that Marcos would go
after hier and her children next.
She wanted to talk as early as
three weeks ago but became
hesitant whien she saw Marcos’
demeanor during the Senate
inguiry led by Lacson.

“Ang lukas ng leob niya,
pardig may ipinaggmomalaic,
Pacnio ke magsasalita iuhan s
wong ganun halakas ung foob
ha parary nakasandal sa pader?
{He sounden so sure, so confi-
dent like fie has powerful back-
ers. How can you talk against
someone v'he has sucl strong
connections?)”

Revently, Philippine Na-
ticrial Police Director Genera)
Runald dela Rosu revealed that
someone higher than Lim hag
asked that Marcos be reinstat-
ed as C1DG Legion 8 Direcior,

Soon afier, as spectlation
grew abour Dela Rosa's com-
padre who had interceded for
Marcos,  President  Dulerte
himself adinitted thar i was
b, dhvouely Secretary liong
Go, who lind ordered Maregs’
remstat inenl,

He needea the CIDG Lead
back in I:ds post, the President
said, because Lie was still con-
ducting an investigation on
Marcos and was rying 1o piece

JAogether his connections in the

illegal drugs trade, ING

)
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with Trump, in turn, wishing him
“giecess” in his confroversial anti-
crime crackdown, in which some
4.500 peonle have been killed since
June. aceording to Duterte.

“He (Trump) was quite sensitive
also to our worry about drugs. And
hewishes me well... in my campaign
(against ulegal drugs) and he said
that...weare doing it as a sovereign
nation, the right way,” Duterte said
ina statement yesterday. -

Duterte, 71, launched an un-

',precedented war on drugs that

drew a wave of global crificism
with Obama urging the leader in.
September to conduct his cam-
paign “the right way” following
concerns over alleged extrajudicial
killings. - .

Dutérte’s call {0 the business
tyroon-turned-president happened
at 10:30 p.m. and lasted over seven
minutes.

Trump's office released a
brief statement following the
conversation, saying Duierte
had congratulated Trump and
the two agreed to work together
closely.

In -October Duterte an-
nounced a “separation” from
the United States and had called
for the withdrawal of American
troops from his country, putting
into question Manila's 70-year-
old alliance with Washingion.

It’s ‘the right way’

41

But on Saturday, Duterte said
be “could sense 2 good rapport”
with an “animated” Trump.

Video released by Duterte’s

office showed the Philippine

leader laughing as he chatted on
the phone, later saying Trump
wotld be “a good president for
the United States of America,”

Duterte said the president-
elect invited him to visit New
York and Washington D.C. and
he returned the favor by asking
Trump to attend a regional sum-
mit thai the Philippines is sef to
host next year.
~ “If 'm. around, he (Trump)
wants {0 be netified of my pres-
ence,” Duterie said,

The president’s statement
wag far from his previous anti-
American rhetoric, wherein at
one point, during a state visit to
China, he even announced “it's
time to say goodbye” to the US.

“I will not go to America
anymore. 1 will just be insulted
there,” he also said back in
October.

Special Assistant to the Pres-
ident Christopher “Bong” Go
earlier described Duterte’s call
to Trump as “very engaging and
animated conversation.”

“Nagkakaintindihan ‘yun da-
lawa (The two understand each
other),” said Go.

Pgoe:

L

= nited S_tates Presjiient—elect Donald Trump told President
¥ Rodrigo Duterte that Manila was conducting its deadly
: i ‘drug war “the right way,” the Philippine leader said
L yesterday,in stark contrast to the criticism he
er'ewed from outgoing US President Barack Obama. ;
Duterte calied Trump late Friday evening (Manila
ime, to congratulate hiny on his election victory b‘?
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RAMY SHOOTERSWIN 6 MEDALS IN ASEAN RIFLE MfET
. M}_mﬂ‘fns majw P‘uif;:-pme Armv (PA? ,}rmaung tesm i“aggud @ iﬂta' 1? saz

g amd] Iﬂmtznn* fummand ﬁ ’th«:‘f’hl}lppm? Arm v, sitd the A‘ Dﬂ‘s ane: Meet }
wis helg dtﬂ\  BARM: granastalm ast Dezeinie: 2 Eamp O Tontielim Lapas
Winnars werﬂ Seme 3Ty Eadxwv Hizancand Bemto Sumalag with. gofn mejaI* 4
tn ritte and prtol categeres. sat. Jngelo Boinaguz wath bronze and’ Sver
meda;, for Larblng category mat.hes, witle Scaff Sgt. Mar odn and P-wate
First Gt Maru Lua Caltaig yraeives brovize medais for the ffle gnd pisint -
r‘emafz} eategunes The 26th MHM Task Fou e Commander Brigater Generat.
Hermmugilde Franisey ﬁquma sale i the same siakement that the Phikippme
Atiity shoatmy teani's performance this vear « far detter ompared to fast .
“AARM held i Thailand. The anaea! competition was participatel by 10 ASEAN
rouptries — Indinesta. Maayite, Taziiand, Phiftppmes, Tambods; Bronet, -

LATS. amgavnre Yietnam. and Myanmar - that will eng o0 December 7 2016,
ANTHONY VARGAS
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Army shooter

- bags gokd medal

THE shooling team afthe Philip-

pune Army further improves its.

performancs iu the ZASEAN
ArmuesRifleMeet 2016, bagging
.another gold medal, one silver

" and three bronze medals.

‘Sgt. Benito Sumalag added
another gold for the team in the
pistol competition category on

. Friday, afier the gold medalin the
‘rifle competition won eaclier by

Sgt. Rodney Rizano.
Sgt. AngcloBonaguareceived
his bronze and sitver medats for

‘the Carbinecategory Matches 1 &

2 while Siaff Sgt. Mar Udan and
Pfc.MariaLiza Calubingrecejved
bronze medals for the rifle and
pistol (female) categories.
20th" AARM Task Force

Commander, BGen. Herminig-
ildo Franciseo Aquino, lsocom-
manderof the Training and Doc-
trine Command (Tradec) of the
Philippines Army, said the shoot-
ingteam's performance this year
isfarbettercomparedtolast AARM
held last yearin Thailand:

This year, the Philippine
Army, thru the Tradoc based in
Camp O" Donnel, is host to the
annualeventparicipated in by the
amedforcesof ali the 10 members
comprising the ASEAN.

The friendly compelition
aimed atfosteringfriendship and
cooperation among the ASEAN
members, formally opened last
Nov Z8and v-ould last until Dec.
7. Paul Gutierrez
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Rrmy sheooters bag medals in ASEAN it
*PHE Philippine Amnry wes bwo gold, ane silver and thuee brenze medals »ni
the ou-zeing ASFAN Asmies Ritle Meet (A ARM) 2015 at the AARM grand-
gtand m wmp O Donnel 31 Capas, Tatlac.

£ oprtagn Ao € Caver. Fivhe Sters £33 00 (A0H chief of Trexomgs and
Diccirme Lormmand of the Phiipoene Army, sad Sef Kodney Jmaro and vgt
Bor i Gumaleg carned g gold e dals o mflz and meet calgo e Wil fg.

Ange.o Baoagua ceverved Las brorre and ity meadass b the Cartine Laregury

Matrches § é = while Stald bet Mar 120 and Ple Mar lara Uariong vomved

Prorpe medaly i the rifle g pisn i {fernale; caladaing

Agcrrdne to Dot AAKM Task jorce Cormantor Drg Cen Tkl
Pramase > Agune fax Pudippine Army ST004rg Wam’s periar manss: e Ve 1
For nems compared i sy AR erd o Thwarad

Socme U ASLAN cuutdties penad bus ven”s shoulpy cosmpe inge waduusg
Facopasy Medagsia, T .‘uﬂrfaml.'i’hﬂrppmas,- S DsdE, ey, Lend Sengapnte
Vietnarr, and Myanmor, fhatwillmcon T». V' Zaida delos Reyes-Palanca
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AN armoured personnel carrier is seen near damaged ‘structures as Philippine miiftary troops
retake and occupy the ald Butig town hall in Butig, Lanao de{ Sur in- Mindanao isiand. The ex-
tremist Maute group recently occupied pait of the remote mountain town of Butig in the troubled
southern Philiphines island of fMindanze, prompiing the military to launch an offensive. {AFP) ..
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MOUNTAIN TOWN RETAKEN. An Armored Personnel Carfier stops roliing near damaged
structures as Philippine military troops retake and occupy the old town hall of Butig town

in Lanao del Sur on Friday. The extremist Maute group recently occupied part of the remote
mountain town in troubled Mindanao, prompting the military to launch an offensive. AFP
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PMA honors outgoing AFP chief Visaya

8y Zaida Deles

Heyes-;PaI.anca' |

THE Philippine Military

Academy (FMA) yester-

day pdid tbufe to put-
going Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFF)
Chief of Staff :General

Ricardo R. Visaya atFort -

Gregorio Dél Pilar, Ba-
guio Citv. = B o

In -a"'I'estiniEirii'él-gPa'- ‘

rade and Review heid dt
the PMA ‘Academy, the
" officers, soldiers, sailors,
marinesand airmenof the

| PMA in,c'ludj.ngtheCadéI

Corps Armed Forces of
the Philippines led by

" PMASupt.Major General

Donato San Juan I bid
goodhye to the Chief of

. Staft i

~qgtgd1hg ‘Chief of 'St';aff,'

" (General Visayadeems the’

cradie of his youth— is a
fitting salute to a son who'
hasgivenmorethanhalfof
his life in the service of

country and people,”

" gion

'a_nd ‘Basilan, and 901st

Brigade jin e Bievl Re-

" The Chief of staff was

also designated as Com-

- manderof the 4th Infantry

Division in Cagayan de

servant started.

“This is where 1t all
started. This is where we
all realized our dreams to
serve pur nation through
the noble profession of
arms.” Visaya-said.

II'ITIE
were honed to be the best
that we can be, to live the
honorable way, and to be
leadets of courage, integ-
rity and loyalty,” Visaya
added. : gl

‘Looking back, General

f

AFP Public Affairs Arevalosaid. . = . OroCity. .~
Office (PAO) chiefMarine :  Prior 4o his appoint- *  Before becoming AFP
Colonel Edgard Arevalo. ..ment to.the highes(.mili- - Chief of Staff on July 1,
-aid duning theceremony -tary post, Ceneral Visaya- . 2016, General Visaya was
the Chief of Staff was giv- ~ heldseveralkey positions - the 28th Commander of
- enfuhonorsanamanner . indhe AFR 5, o e theSouthernluzon Com-
everyalumnusoftheacad- - HewastheCommand- mand.
emywouldwish. ~ . eroftwo prestigious Bri- . In his speech, General
~ “"Toube tendered a Tes- pades—the 104th Brigade  Visaya expressed hisgrat:
timonial Parade and Re-  mnSultan Kudarat, Magu-  itude to the entire PMA -
viewhy PMA—whichthe indanao,LanaoProvinces where his career as public
Visayasaid hisstrong de-  and competenceexpected
sire t0 be part of change  of us. Just do your job to
drove him to finish what  thebest of yourability and
hestarted mPMAand}us you will be Surprised thﬂf
“entiremilitary career. what you will Teceive is
He also reminded the  actually more than what
. - cadets particularly the  you aimed for,” he said.
{iswherewe graduating = TPMA General Visayareaches
SALAKNIB Class 0f 2017 the retirementage of 56 on
to be military profession-  Thursday after 37 years of
als called to serve God, militaryservice. -
country and people. Heisamemberof PMA
“Wemustactand con-  “Matikas” Class of 1983
duct ourselves with the that produced three ATP
highestlevelofexcellerice  Chiefs of Staff.
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FORT DEL PILAR, BAGUIO

“CITY—The military did not vio-

“late the ceasefire imposed uni-
- laterally in August by President

- Duterte, contrary to claims of

" the National Democratic Front
+of the Philippines (NDEP), ac-
‘tording to retiring Armed

‘eivic operations

Eorces Chief of Staff, Gen. Ricar- -

chisaya

Visaya said government sol-

diers have been undertaking
in outskirt

‘communities, a noncembative

task of the military. - -
Luis Jalandoni, senior advis-
ertothe NDFP peace panel, said

-the communist rebels have com-

piled evidence of supposed mili-
tary breaches of the ceasefire.
During a Nov. z5 peace fo-

‘turn at the Baguio City Hall, Ja-
landoni said the violations in-

volved troop movetnents into

territories where the presence

Visay’a

of the New People’s Army had
been detected as well as in
schools and villages occupied
by indigenous peoples.

He said their complaint
would be submitted formally as
the government and the com-
munist rebels try to hammer

out a joint ceasefire declaration

befote the year ends.

But on Saturday here, Vlsaya :

lages),”

said that “so far the ceaséfire
is being done w1th no wolanons
recorded.”

“The visits made ‘by the sol-
diers in the different communi-
‘ties are not military opetations.
We_are undertaking civil-mili-
tary gperations—nontradition-
al operations [in remote wil-
said Visaya, who was
honored with a testimonial pa-

.rade by Philippine Military

Academy (PMA) cadets here.
“We have to ensure their se-
curity.” he said. “Communities

in the very outskirts of the

country are inaccessible to
peace officers and when there
are crimes, village leaders and
mayors tend to call for military
assistance "hesaid. |
Visaya was appointed AFP
chief by Mr. Duterte in July, bare-

- Iy five months before his manda-

tory retirement on Dec. 8 when

Page:

il

No truce breach says AFP chief

he turns 56. He is a member of
the PMA Matikas Class$ of 1983. -

He did not give a speech at
the Barromeo field here, prefer-.
ring to speak privately with the
cadets at the mess hall.,

But Visaya toid reporters
here ihat s successor ‘would -
inherit Mr. Duterte's marching:
orders to crack down onthe Abu
Sayvaf and Maute groups.

“Right now, we have oecu-
pied Butid [town in Lanao del Sur
from the Maure group] and 61 .
rebels were xilled,” Visaya said.

“We have significantly reduced

the strength of the Abu Sayvyaf,
but kailangang ituloy ito {our ef-
forts should be sustained).”

He said he would not know
who would succeed him but
noted that “all'11 three-star gen-
erals are candidates to become
AFP chief of staff” ~viINcENT
CABREZA INQ
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AFP mulls deployment
of troops in Butig to
prevent attacks

" B, PHILIPPINES NEWS AGENCY

' The military 1s mulling the
deployment of troeps or police
units io strategic areas in Butig
municipality to prevent the
Maute Group and other lawless
elements from harassing its
residents, Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) spokesper-
son Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla
said. !

"Again there are measures
that can be employed to secure
their safety and security, and

-these include the deployment of
forces (either police or military)
to maintain peace and secure
the town's outskirts,” Padilla said
when asked how the government
would protect the Lanab del Sur
town after it was attacked by the
Maute Group last Nov. 26, for

b

the second time. The first was
in February

While Butig town officials
and residents are open to the
establishment of 2 military camp
in their locality, Padilla said, the
proposalis still being considered
by ranking AFP leaders and no
decision has been made.

An estimated 62 members
of the terrorist group have been
killed while 37 troopers have
been wounded in the military
operation against fhe lawless
band.

Butig town has been cleared
of all Maute Group elements
Wednesday but military units
are still clearing the area of im-
provised explosive devices and
other traps laid by the bandits,
before they start all(mrmg civil-
ians to return.

A
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AFP mudls ¢
in Butig to thwart

The military is mulling, the
eployment of troops or policres units
1 girategic areas of Butig
mnicipality in Lanao del Sur to
eevert the Maute Group ard other
wless elements from harissing it
ssidents, Armed Forcess of the
hilippines (AFP) spokesinan Brig.
an. Restituio Padilla szidd.

“Again there are me: Sures that
an be employed to secure their
afety and security, and these include
ne deployment of forces (either
iolice or military) to miaintain peace
nd secure the town.s outskirts,”

Padilla said when asked how the
govarnment would protect the Lanao
del Sur town after it was attacked
by the Maute Group last November

26 for the second time. The first.

was in February.

While Butig town officials and
residents are wupen 1o the
establishment of & military camp
in their locality, Padillz said, the
proposal is still being considered
by ranking AFP leaders and no
decision has been made.

As of this posting, an agtimated
69 members of the terrorist group

i
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have been killed while 37 troopers
have been wounded in the military
operation against the lawless band.

Butig town has been cleared of
all Maute Group elements
Wednesday but military unite are
gtill clearing the area of improvised
cxplosive devices and other traps
Jaid by the bandits, before they
start allowing civilians to return.

Last Friday, the military
dismissed the claims that the Maute
Group has link to the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF).

mWe believe that Maute Group

has no link to MILF. There might
‘be some who joined other groups

whether BIFF (Bangsamoro
lglamic Preedom Fighters) or
Maute,” Padilta said in a press
briefing in Maiacanang.

The governimern if talking peace
with the MILF as well as the Moro
Nagional lLiberation Troni of Kur
Misuari.

Padilla said there also ne
confirmation if the Wlaube Group
has direct connection with the
intsrnational terrorist Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria or 18IS PHA
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AFP: Walang katibayan
 sa Maute-ISIS link

" "NANINIWALA ang
AFP na walang koneksyon
.0 link-ang Jocal terrorist na
‘Maute group sa Moro

Islamic Liberation Front

(MILF) bilang .organisa-
syon. - -

Sinabi ni ATP spokes- - -

matl Brig. Gen. Restituto
Padilla, maaaring may ilang
miyembro na hindi nanini-
walasa isinusulong ng MILF
Maute o sa BIFF, :
Ayon kay Padilla, kung
mayroon mang MILF sa
Maute, maaring dahil kadugo
0 kaanak sa teroristang gru-
po at sa personal na dahilan,
Samantala, iginigiit ng
Maute na konektado at

leadershipkayd sumanibsa .

kinikilala silang kasamana

ng 1518, hindi panaman ito
ganap na kumpirmado,

Kailangan daw ng mati-
bay na patunay na ang isang
‘teroristang grupo gy may
direktang ugnayan sa mas
malaking grupo.

“So addressing your ques-

G

tion one at time, kung may
link ‘ba po sila sa MILF, o
iha’t ibang gripo. Angamin
‘pong paniniwale ay wald po:

S0 maariag may ilang

miyemibro na hindi;po:nani-

- 'niwala sa isinusulong ng
kanilang liderato sa MILF.
"At ‘yung iilan po na “yun

ay maaring sumanib sa pu-.
wersa ng ibang grupo,.
maging BIFF o Maute, Péro
itong sa Maute group, pani--
niwala namin ay hindi po.”
Kung raeron man iilan lang
‘van dahil sa rason na sila
ay kamag-snak o kadugo,”

- ani Padilla. “Yung sa panga-

lawa naman, sa koneksyvon
sa Deash o ISIS. Patuloy po
nating ipinapaliwanag nd
kinakailangan may mariid
na basehan bago nating sabi-

hin may direktang ugnayan

ang isang terotistang grupo
sa isang mas malaking gru-
po. Pero bago ko sagutin
*yan, kailangan ko lang ho
maipaliwanag ‘yung kon-
teksto ng grupong -ito.”

. 5288
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SOUTHEAST

ASIA FACES
JIHADIST THREAI

INGAPORE—Southeast -

Asia faces.a growing risk ..

, of extremist violence
from Islamic State group
supporters as the jihadist
group seeks new pastures after
setbacks in the Middle East,
Singapore’s home minister said
Friday.

While IS is rapidly losing territory inlragand
Syria, this may increase the risk of revenge
attacks in Southeast Asiz—and certain
pockets of the region are receptive to radical
Islamic ideology.

“Thethreat, if anything, | think has increased

ULTRA

compared to last year and earlier this year/K.
Shanmuganm told reporters, ... = .
Parts of Southeast Asia have long struggled
with Islamic militancy and hundreds of
radicals from the region have flocked to join
I1S8&=
Southeast Asians fighting for the jihadists
have formed their own unit in the Middle East,
called Katibah ‘Nusantara, and .are believed
to be in regular contact with militants back

‘home.

In. the strife-torn southern Philippines,

which has long battled a Muslim insurgency,
a handful of Islamic extremist groups have
sworn allegianceto IS,

- There has been an upsurge of violence and
attempted attacks in Indonesia, the ‘world’s
maost ‘populous Muslim-majority country, over
‘the past year due to the growing influence of IS.
- Even wealthy Singapore has detained
several radicalized members. of ‘its local

Muslim minority.

&
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*There is an increased likelihood that the
islamic State will declare an official wilaya,
or. province, in Southeast Asia in 20]?,"
Otso Iho of defense analysts IHS Janes said
Wednesday. .

This would “most likely” happen in the
southern Philippines, he added. N

The region suffered its first IS attack in January
this year when extremists launched a deadly
suicide bombing and gun assaultin Jakarta.

“Minister Shanmugam said one key
challenge for Singapore, an immigrant society
of 5.5 million people, would be maintaining
social cohesion in the aftermath of an attack.

Pointingtosuccessfulattacksin neig hboring
Malaysia and Indonesia, Shanmugam said
it was a matter of when—not if—an attack
would hit Singapore. o

"“We will guard our borders but the risk is
quite significant” he said. AFP

285, 5245
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be given to the evacuees. ~

DSWD extends aid to Maute victims
i

The Depastment of Social Wel-
. fare and Development (DSWD)
| continues to provide relief assis-

| tanice to families in Butig, Lanao

| del Sur displaced by armed con-
- fiict between the Armed Forces

| of the Philippines (AFP).and

. the Maute Group, -a local terrar

| ‘group which has pledged alliance

| to the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISI5). : '

| According to the Iateét report by

the DSWD Disaster Response Op-
erations Monitoring"and Information
Center (DROMIC), -2 total of 2,894
families or 14,470 persons have
been displaced in eight barangays

'in Butig since the clash between

govemnment troops and: the Maute

Group started on November 26.

" OFf this numper; 627 families or -
3,135 individuals are currently tak-

ing refuge In four evacuation cen-

- ters located-in Butig proper and at
Barangays Bayabao and Madrasah.
‘Raya Tirnbab, while 2,035 families

or 10,175 persons are'staying with
their relatives and friends.

DSWD Secretary Judy Tagui-
walo said that to ensure prompt

delivery of aid to the affected

families; the ‘DSWD-Field Office
(FO) XII has activated its opera-
tions center in Marawl City with
the prepositioning of 500 bags of
rice amourting to P625,000 o

B

Today, 02 December 2016,
DSWD-FO XII is set to provide ™
10 kilos of rice to each of the af-
fected farnilies...

Also, DSWD-FO A1 staff met

* ‘with local officials of Marawl City

ahout the participation of the vil-
lagers in the repacking-of relief
goods. : .

“It is important to ensure that
families caught in the crossfire
are still able to meet their basic
needs especially for food. They
were forced to abandon their
regular sources of livelihood, and
they now face a situation full of
uncertainty,” said Taguiwalo.
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Reds to

By Carla P. Gomez
@carlagomezINQ

BACOLOD

pines (NDFP)adviser Luis Talan-
doni.on Saturday said the.burial
of the late dictator Ferdinand
Marcos at Libingan ng mga
Bayani violated an agreement
on human rights and the NDFP
would raise this in the next
round of formal negotiations.
The NDFP strongly opposed
the burial of Marcos that por-
trayed him as a hero and model,
Jalandoni said during a peace

CITY—National .
Democratic Front ef the Philip-

in next talks

forum in Bacolod City.

He said the human Tights
agreement between the govern-
ment and the NDFP says that both
parties support the inherent and
malienable right of the people to

fight tyranny and gppression just.

as'they did in the struggle against
the Marcos dictatorship. .
‘He said any move that allows
the return of the Marcoses tfo
power,led by the dictator’s name-
sake, former Sen.” Ferdinand
“Bonghong Marcos, must be con-
demned by the Filipino people.
“The Filipine people will be
very sirong in their resistance

to such an attempt by the Mar-
cos family and also by support-
ers and anyone in the (previous)

regime,” he said -

.. The appropriate maves to
take regarding Marcos' remains

would be tackled during the talks

In the war on.drigs, the NDEP
has taken the positon that hu-
man rights should be respected
and ordinary drug users .and
small time pushers, who actually
need rehabilitation, should be
given due process, Jalandoni said.

He said the indemnification,

reparation and. recognition of

the rights of the victims of mar- .

tial law under Marcos are also

‘in€luded in the human rights
agreement. and there are vari-

ous ways of doing this.

' Jalandoni and his wife, Coni
Ledesma, who is part of the NDFP
' ‘peace panel, are in the country
‘for meetings with the othet panel

members and the Norwegian fa-
cilitator anead of the third round
of talks with govermment nego-
tiaters in Rome next month.

“We ‘have confidence the
peace talks will move forward
but it will depend a lot on the
mass organizations and cam-
paign in support of the people

to achieve genuine land reform
‘and nationa! indus:rialization,
as well as the prorection of the
environment,” he said.

- The NDFP is also pushing for
mational  independence  and
sovereignty. It is seeking the ab-
Togation of the Visiting Forces
Agreement and the Enhanced De-
fense- Cooperation . Agreement
with the United States in order
forthe country to exercise an in-
dependent foreign palicy, he said.

- Jalandeni sajd. an indepen-
dent foreign policy should also
upheld in relations with other
countries like China and Russia.

“It's good to have foreign re-
ations with other countries like
China and Russia, but we must
make sure that-we assert and
protect our own independence
and sovereignty and relatioh-
ships have to be equal and bene-
ficial to both sides;” he said.

- “While we develop fruitful
relations with China we have to
make sure that we do not give
up our sovereign rights to the
areac that really belongs to the
Philippines in accordance with
the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea,” he
added. INQ
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ty on plan

to release political prisoners questioned

Families of political prisoners are ques-
tioning the sincerity of the government
to fulfill its commitment to release their
loved ones from prison. . '

“Is the (government} sincere in ful-
filling its commitment to release famuly
members from prison?” asked Amado
Cadano, father-of polifical prisoner
Guiller Cadano and spokesman. of the
political prisoners’ relatives :

Cadano criticized the “snail-paced
action” of the government’s peace panel
on 1ts commitment to release all political

By RHODINA VILLANUEVA .
prisoners, in line with peace talks with the
left's political group, the National Demo-

" cratic Front of the Philippines (NDEP).

“This delay, which is tantamount to
neglect. has unfortunately resulted in
the death of ailing and elderly political
prisoner Bernabe Ocasla,” said Cadano.

Last Nov. 28, Ocasla, 66, died of a heart
attack.af the Jose Reyes Memorial Medical
Center He was amony thel20 sickly of the
total 401 political prisoners.
~ “We ate pained by the continuing
incarceration of our children, partners
or ststers and brothers because of their
defense of people’s rights and their work
for genuine social change. There is no
pain-greater than that felt by the family of
Ocaslaupon his death while imprisoned,”
Cadano said. - :

Presidential Peace Adviser Jesus Dure-
za and members of the government peace
panel have made various pronounce-
ments on the release of political prisoners.
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Cadano said families of political pris-
oners have yet to see concrete action from
the government on this. :

“ Are they really serious? Are they re-
ally sincere? Because our imprisoned and
suffering relatives are serjous in their ad-
vocacies for reform,” sald Gloria Almonte,
wife of ailing ‘political prisoner Dionisio
Almonte, "Tl%e only remedy to correct the

injustice done to them is te immediately

release them ” . = -
Dionisio is considered one of the seri-
ously ill prisoners. He is detained at the

Special Intensive Care Area-L and awiit-

ing the court’s permission to be confined
at a hospital for his severe diabetes and
slip disc. N
According to the group Hustisva, as
of Oct. 31, 401 political prisoners were

.awaiting release. - :

“With the untimely death of Ocasla,
the number comes down to 400,” Cadano
said. “There is no absolving of the gov-
ernment in Ocasla’s death, no excuse for
them to.delar his release, which indirectly
caused his death.”

NPA's power coupie
. Meanwhile, President Duterte has or-
dered New People Arimy (NPA}'s power
couple, Benito and Wilma Tiamzor, to be
flown to Davao so they could thresh out
issttes on-the peace talks with the Com-

“munist Party of the Philippines (CPP). -

“Thave to tatk to them,” Duterte said, as
the governmeni shuuldered the couple’s
airfare and bilieting expenses.

“That's the problem of the nation. But
we are okay,” the President told a group
of policemen, who just graduated from
a defensive motorcycle-riding course in
Davao City last night.

The President has acknowledged the
Tiamzon couple and NDF leader Luic
Jalandoni's vast influence among their
comrades, while stressing his aim to en-
sure the success of the government's peace
talks with the Reds. - :

Duterte said CPP-NPA founding leader
jose Maria Sison had lost his influence
over the leftist grouE.

The government has an ongoing peace
negotiation with the Left in Oslo, Norway.
Both sides have declared their respective
ceasefires to pursue the talks.
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‘Better to

DAVYAD CITY —President
Duterte said he would rather
tatk with all insurgent groups
rather than wipe them out de-
spite the growing threat of ter-
Tor attacks he expects in the
comiing years. ’ ’
“I'm talking to everybody.
_don’t want trouble,” he said on
_Friday as he addressed mem-

bers-of the uniformed services-

“who had completed a proficien-
€y course on motorcycle-riding
_inDavac City.
“Even i vou kill all those
rebels, it would amount to noth-
- ing. This has been going on for so
. many years,” said the 71-year old
President. “We cannot wage war
j against our own people and vou
cannot build & goverument over
the bones of soidiers and rebels.”

He said this was why he was
atso talking with the Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines,
which has been fighting the
government for 47 years in one
of the world’s longest running
insurgencies,

Mr. Duterte said taking a
peacerul approach by talking

with rebels remains “the best -

solution” tothe Moro insurgen-
cy, adding that he hoped the
military would not be “offend-
ed” by this approach.

He said he had discussed
this matter with Murad
Ebrahim, leader of the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front.

- "But T have a problem here
with Moro rebels. Thope to falk to
themn eventudlly,” the President
said of other More armed groups.

_ The President warned that
terror aftacks “will come.”

“Be prepared,” he said, a day
after the Philippine National
Police announced that the en-
tire country had been placed
under terror alert 3, a warning
that an attack could occur
“withir a short period of tirpe.”

"The announcement fol-
lowed the arrest of two rmen
suspected of planting an impro-
vised bomb rear the US em-
bassy in Manile on Nov. 28. The
explosive was similar to the one
set off by suspectec members of
the Maute terror group in
Davao City on Sept. 2, killing 1=

people.

Aarthorities said the alleged
bombing attemipt could have
been intended to ease pressure

2O
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talk than kill all rebels’

on the Islamic State inspired ex-
tremists being battered by a
major - military offensive in
Butig, Lanao del Sur. |

Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla
Jr., spokesperson for the Armed
Forces of the Philippines, earli-
er said the military would be
willing to hold talks with the
Maute and .Abu Sayyaf groups-
“for as long as they have the de-
sire to change their lives.” He
said this condition was non-ne-
gotiable.

“Our only requesr is that we
must not allow this at the ex-
pense of justice because those
who have pending warrants or
who were already sentenced in
court must answer for the
crimes they have committed,”
Padilla said. —rrinsTOR LIM INQ
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Army shooter
captures gold

PHILIPPINE Army kept its fine form, winning one poid.
one silver and three bronze medais yeslerday in the
ASEAN Armies Rifle meet in Tariac.

Sgt. Benito Sumatag added another gold for Team PH
by winning in the pistol competition category on Fri-
day. giving the host nation its second victory, Sgt. Rod-
ney Rizano prevaiied in the rifie categort @ fev days
apo.
Sgt. Angels Bonagus won his bronze and sitver med-
als in the Carbine categery Maiches 1 & 2 while Staff
Sgt. Mar Udan and Pfc. Maria Lizz Calubing recejved
bronge medais for the rifle and pisto] (female: categp-
ries.
26th s ARM Task Foree Commander. BGen, Hermin-
Igildo Francisce Aquino. atso commander of the Traip-
ing and Ductrine Command (Tradeer of the Philippine
Army. said the team’s performance fhis year i far bet-
ter compared te last AARM held las: vear ji. Thailand.

i

OFFICE OF THE

7
o/
e o il - Telno. (02) b45L-BESE Local, E2BE, S28k
ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpe.army2(i2@gmail.com - Te!l no. (02) ‘

g Securing the ignz.

Lrmy Core Purpose Savving the peopi



wionnosn e ﬁ!m that e £ enurme nf nanana’ nncis

Hieimn Bw 20 ')R =

4 il

[ e o
| OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emal act: oazpa.ammy2012@amall.com - Tel na. (02; §45-2855 Locak 5288, E2850nc

| ':l‘&-l_, e F ARG e
ﬁﬁfhfk BULLETIK

QL\ December 2016 Pooer 2L

|

VOLLEY BAL...

LEGAZPI CITY — Foton battled its

: way back from a huge deficit to escape
| with a nail-biting 23-25, 23-25, 25-22, 25-

15. 15-7 victory over RC Cola-Army in
the semifinals of the Asics Philippine
Superliga Grand Prix Saturday at the
Tbalong Centrum for Recreation.

The Tornadoes shrugged off a rusty.
‘start ‘before Ariel Usher buckled down
to business and spearheaded the Torna-
does back to the finals of this prestigious
¢lub tourney bankrolled by Senoh, Mi-
kasa, Mueller and Grand Sport with TV5
as official broadcast partner.

Usher, the blonde bomber from Port-
land, delivered the crucial hits, includ-
ing the booming attack from the right
flank that put an exclamation mark on
this marathon battle that lasted for two
hours and 37 minutes.

The Tornadoes would face the win-
ner of the other semifinal pairing be-
tween F2 Logistics and Petron in a best-
ofthree finals affair when the league
sponsored by Focus Athletics, KLab Cy-
scorpions, Foton, Petron and F2 Logis-
tics resumed on Thursday at the FilOil

Flying V Center in San Juan.

 Usher exploded in the third and
fourth sets as she erupted for 15 kills,
five blocks and two aces for a fotal of 22

points for the Tornadoes, who started
the game on the wrong foot: that allowed-

Foton turns back Army in PSL

turned into a full-blown war as the Lady
Troopers showed up prepared and ready
to pull off an earthshaking upset.

- RC Cola-Armiy took conirol of the

first two sets before threatening as it

the Lady Troopers to seize control and

.gain an early momentum,

Jaja Santiago finished with 14 pomts
while Lindsay Stalzer had 14 hits, much

to the delight of Foton coach Moro Bran--

islav who earlier tagged this semifinal
showdown as the “real battle” among
four of the best club teams in the coun-

try today.

“I'm happy for my team that they fin-
ished strong for us to enter in the finals,”
said the Serbian coach, who is looking to
steer the Tornadoes back to the AVC
Asian Wornen's Club Championship that
would be held in Kazakhstan next year.

“RC Cola-Army is such a difficult
team to beat. They always play good
when they know they're in @ big battle. I
have high respect for this team.

True enough, what was tipped to be
a cakewalk for the topseed Tornadoes

I
L

knotted the count at 18 in the third set.
But Usher responded with three straight
kills as Foton gained the set point, 24-21,
to stretch the match into another set.

. It was an all-Foton show from there
as RC Cola-Army ran out of gas for a 15-
25 getback in the fourth set. The Lady
Troopers regrouped and tried to mount
arally in the deciding set with a.5-8 defi-
cit, but Santiago and Usher waxed hot
anew to seal the victory.

‘Although RC Cola-Army finished
with more attacks, 56-53, Foton still had
more blocks, 11-6, and more aces, 10-7,
while committing less turnovers, 25—37
. Import Kierra Holst nailed 24 of her
26 points off kills while Jovelyn Gon-
zaga and Honey Royse Tubino submit-
ted 18 and 15 markers, respectively, for
the Lady Troopers, who will vie for the

bronze medal against the loser in the F2

Logistics-Petron encounter,
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MEMBERS of the RC Cota tearh éelebrate a point.against,Foton dur-
ing PSL action yesterday.
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Duterte urged: Deploy soldiers to prevent
Maute rebel clashes in Lanao town

By John Unson

i
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President Rodrigo Duterte talks to military personnel during his visit to the 103rd Brigade in Lumbayanague town, Lanao

del Sur on November 30, 2016. Facebook/PCO

COTABATO CITY, Philippines - The Dawlah Islamiya in Butig, Lanac del Sur is just a ragtag militant gang but
enjoys the support of local islamic schools providing fanatical students to help fight government forces.

Local officials in Butig on Saturday urged President Rodrigo Duterte te assign & battalion of soldiers in the
municipality to prevent Dawlah Islamiya militants, also known as the Maute terror group, from coming back to

ptunder villages.

Members of the Butig municipa! peace and order council on Saturday told The STAR more than half of the
group’s only about 200 members are jobless men from nearby towns and students of an islamic scheol in

Marawi City.

Lanao del Sur Vice Gov. Mamintal Adiong Jr., a senior member of the provincial peace and order council, told
reporters, at the sideline of Thursday's local government summit of the Autonomous Region in-Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM) in Davao City, that the school is now bging monitored by locai authorities.

Other focal executives from Lanao del Sur who attended the summil said they want the Department of
Education-ARMM to look inte the activities of the |slamic school, whose name they askad not to publish vet
pending the outcome of a fuli-dressed probe on its alleged links with the Dawlah lslamiya.

“There are also three other smaller Islamic schools rumored to have links with this group which is espousing
violence. Nowhere in the Quran can we find a single verse espousing violence as a means of furthering a

cause or in seeking redress,” said a mayor.

%
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Maranaw mayors confirmed thai the suspicious school in Marawi City first sent students to Butig to help the
Dawiah Islamiya fight Army units that flushed them out of the municipality during the campaign period that

preceded the May 8, 2016 elections.

“Certain students of the school were reportedly absent from classes during the latest incursion of the group in
populated areas in Butig,” said a local official present in the ARMM local government summit, held at the SMX

Convention Center in Davao City.

Duterte was keynoie speaker in the gathering, which cuirninated Thursday aiternoon.
Mayors are worried of more clandestine attacks soon by militants on Maranaw peasant communities to avenge
the deaths of 22 Dawlah Islamiya gunmen soldiers killed in a spate of encounters there last week that

displaced 2,715 Maranaw families.

The military had announced that more than 50 Dawlah Islamiya members were Killed in firefights in Butig from

November 23 to 25. Local executives confirmed that the group only had 22 fatalities, nine of them adolescents.
Now in his second term as ARMM's regional vice governor, Lucman. who hails from Bayang town in Lanao del
Sur, said there is a need for an immediate deployment of a battalion of soldiers in Butig to deter attacks by the

Dawiah tslamiya.

“An Army battalion that would stay there and not ieave after the ongoing anti-Maute operations,” Lucman said.
Evacuees provided with food by the ARMM government through a team led by Lucman, concurrent regional
social welfare secretary, shared saddening stories on how militants forced them last week to leave at gunpoint

and looted their houses.

The evacuees said the militants also took away their farm animals as they fled to eiude responding soidiers.
“It is just a very small group. Most of its members are not residents of Butig but are from nearby towns in

Lanac del Sur,” said Abdul Pansar, the municipal planning and developmeni coordinator of Butig.

The Dawlah islamiya, founded by relatives Omar and Abdullah Maute, boasts of its allegiance to the
Independent State of Irag and Syria and has aiso been using the biack ISIS flag as its revolutionary banner.
The founders of the group had studied Islamic theology in Syria, Jordan and in secular schools in the United

Arab Emirates, according to incumbent public officials in Lanao del Sur.

Last week’s hostilities in Butig erupted when Dawlah Islamiya gunmen showed force in the center of the
municipality and hoisted the ISIS flag on strategic spots there as if taunting local authorities.

“Maybe they were only after of media mileage. They all ran away after a series of encounters with soldiers that
came to clear from their occupation the areas they occupied for aboui two days,” said a provincial official.
Mayors in Maguindanao’s adjoining Matanog, Buldon and Barira fowns that are all located near the forested
border of the province with Lanao del Sur said they are apprehensive of a possible retreat of the Dawilah

Islamiya militants in Butig to their municipalities.

Buldon Mayor Abolais Manalao has recommended an urgent meeting of the municipal peace and order
councils in the three Maguindanao towns to discuss how to prevent the possible influx of extremists from Butig.
Sutig is so close to the border of Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao, where there is a much bigger militant group,
the outlawed Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighiers, also known for its aliegiance to ISIS.

‘We have to involve the moderate Muslim religious leaders in our towns in addressing this issue,” Manalao
said in Filipino.

3utig Mayor Dimnatang Pansar said he is optimistic Malacahang will deploy soen a hattalion of soldiers in their

municipality to help the local police curb the activities of the Dawilah Islamiya.
There are only 20 policemen in Butig, some of them armed only with 8 millimeter pistols.
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AFP mulls deployment of forces to Butig to
prevent Maute attack

~{phiistar.com) | Updated December 3, 2016 = 2:08pn1
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The military units are still clearing the area of improvised explosive devices and other traps laid by the
bandits. Philstar.com/File photo

MANILA, Philippines (Philippines News Agency) - The military is mulling the deployment of troops or police
units to strategic areas of Butig municipality to prevent the Maute Group and other [awiess elements from
harassing its residents. Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP; spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia said.

“Again there are measures that can be employed to secure their safety and security, and these include the
deployment of forces (either police or military) tc mainiain peace and secure the town's outskirts," Padilla said
when asked how the government would protect the Lanac del Sur town after it was attacked by the Maute

Group last November 26 for the second time. The first was in February.

While Butig town officials and residents are open fo the establishment of a military camp in their locality, Padilia
said the proposal is still being considered by ranking AFP leaders and no decision has been made.

As of this posting, an estimated 62 members of the terrorist group have been killed while 37 troopers have
been wounded in the military operation against the [awless band.

Sutig town has been cleared of all Maute Group elements Wednesday bui military units are still clearing the
area of improvised explosive devices and other traps laid by the bandits, before they start allowing civilians to
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62 Maute members killed, 37 soldiers wounded -- AFP
Philippine News Agency

The number of Maute Group members killed in the ongoing military operations in Butig, Lanao del Sur has
reached 62, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokesman B/Gen. Restituto Padilla said on Friday.

"The number continue to rise in favor of government. The final number that we got as an update was 62 killed
on the parl of the local terrorist group,” Padilia said in & press briefing in Malacanang. Padilla said there are
also 15 terrorist group members wounded in the firefight that started almost a week ago when the Maute
Group occupied a portion of the Butig town. From the government side, Padilla said about 37 troops have been
wounded, including those who were hurt during the roadside improvised explosive device (IED) bombing, that
rocked a passing convoy of President Rodrigo Duterte’s advance party in Marawi City last Tuesday. "The area
will continuously be secured until we guarantee that this local terrorists will be unable to return to the area,"
Padilla said. Padilla said the buiid-up area that were tentatively occupied by the Maute Group had all been
cleared."What remains for us is fo clear the outskirts and the operation is ongoing. The center itself is well-
secured,” he said. The military, he added, is now preparing for the return of the local residents to their home
and "resume their normal lives." Meanwhile, Padilla denied accusations from a youth group that the anbush of
the President's advance party was set up by the military. "I'd like to state that whatever news that came out
viral in social media coming from a certain alleged youth group is nothing but propaganda,” Padilla said. "The
incident did and actually happened and was not something that was contrived or made up by the Armed
Forces. Our men were hurt in a roadside bombing,” he added. Padilla admitted that military commitied lapses
in securing the area, allowing the terrorist group to dump a piece of bag containing the IED in the area where
they know the convoy will be passing. "The convoy was an easy targel because it was marked vehicle and
they were moving in broad daylight," he explained. Seven members of the Presidential Security Group (PSG)

and two of the troops escorting the convoy were hurt in the |ED explosion.

President Duterte visited the injured government troops in a hospital in Cagayan de Oro last VWednesday
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Unimplemented peace pacts will be “rallying point
of extremists in Mindanao”

MindaNews

A continued failure in implementing the peace agreements between government and the Bangsamoro
revolutionary frants will be the rallying point of extremists in Mindanao,” leaders of the Moro fronis said at the

end of the two-day Kusog Mindanaw conference on federalism Wednesday.

““We, the MNLF (Moro National Liberation Front) and MILF (Moro Istamic Llberaton Front),.... we will become
irelevant if our peace agreements will not be implemented and in fact that is the issue, the railying point of the
extremists in Mindanao. They're saying, ‘look at the MNLF and the MILF, their agreements have never been
implemented. So there’s no point talking with this government who has violated peace agreements since time
immemorial.” said lawyer Randoiph Parcasio of the MNLF under founding chair Nur Misuari.
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Wembers of the panel discuss updates on the peace process in Kusog Mindanaw’s conference on federalism. Randolph
Parcasio (right, holding microphone)) of the MNLF-Misuari faction beside MILF peace implementing chair Mohagher
lgbal and Assistant Secretary Dickson Hermose, MindaNews photo by Carolyn O. Arguillas

“Implement the peace agreements so that you will have MNLF and MILF who are now cooperating with
govemnmment, to continue their being relevani,” he said.

Mohagher Igpal, chair of the peace implementing panel of the MILF, said extremism “is part of human nature”
and that ever in schools, there are classmales who express extremist view. But violent extremism, he said,

must be addrassed.

o hictAari~ imincticrpec o

He expiained that "until and uniess the historic injustices o0
think the extremist groups, the violent extremist groups would still multiply because they have so much reason

to fight the gevernment.”

mmitted against the More people (are addreszed) |

But if the historical injustices are addressed "by the passage of a good {Bangsamoro) law, then the MNLF, the
MILF can be partners of government and we have both the moral and the legat authority to do it,” he said.

"Please do nct force my hand”

Al least five groups have been reported to be engaging in vigl7n1 extremism, even linking up with the I1SIS
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(Islamic State of Iraq and Syrai): the Abu Sayyaf in the island provinces of Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-tawi; the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) in Maguindanao and parts of North Cotabato and Sultan
Kudarat;, the Ansar al-Khilafah Philippines in Sarangani, Sultan Kudarat and South Cotabato; the Khilafah
Islamiyah Movement in Lanao de! Sur, allegedly founded by the Maute Group; and the Rajah Solaiman

Movement.

in Butig, Lanao del Sur on Wednesday, Duterte warned the Maute Group: *Ayaw kong makipag-away sa inyo.
Ayaw kong makipagpatayan but please do not force my hand kasi may limit ho naman ang problema na ito.”
He said he cannot be travelling to Lanao del Sur every month to talk and when he leaves, the killings will

resume,

“There has to be a timeline. it could be forever. It could be during my term. It could be beyond my term. But
there is certain fimit. And when that limit comes, I'll have to dea! with you harshly,” he said.

At the 3 ARMM LGU Summit here on Thursday, Duterte said he was willing to give members of the Maute
Group plane tickets to the Middle East or give them five goats, for example, so they would stop disturbing the
villages. He said it would be foolhardy for a group of 80 to fight the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

Giobal context

Assistant Secretary Dickson Hermoso of the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Pease Process (OPAFPP)
said the public should not only look into the domestic scene but the globat context to understand "why our
young people now are into radicalism.” ,

Hermoso, a retired Army colone! who once served in the ceasefire commitiee of the governmeni peace panel,
acknowledged the frustration over the historical injustices in the country, especially the Bangsamoro whose
struggle has notf been addressed by the political settlement, but said those who have been lured into violent
extremism were driven to it not just by the local situation but also by the global events.

“What is happening in Syria, Irag, Afghanistan, Libya inspired them also... That is now the new danger that we
are facing. That is why the vertical conflict (with the Bangsamoro fronts with whom government has signed
peace agreements), 1o me, is done already. What we have are these new emerging groups. The youngblood,
most of them are from the ranks of the mujahideens or the revolutionaries in the past,” Hermoso said,

But he guickly added that it is not only the Philippines that is facing the problem of violent extremism but also

other countries in the region.

hcdressing violent extremism

Hermoso said addressing violeni extremism means going back to the basics. “Let us reorient their values...
everybody can help ... reshape the values, especially (because) they are very vulnerable.”

"Yes, they are influenced by what is happening now, but they are also influenced by what is happening outside
because of the alleged persecution of the Musiims,” Hermoso added.

Parcasio said the MNLF is against extremism, specially & perverted interpretation of the Koran,” he said,
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adding the MNLF is fighting the Abu Sayyaf in Sulu.
He recalled that while serving as ARMM Executive Secrefary in 1997, MNLF cormmanders in Jolo wanted to

join the soidiers in fighting the Abu Sayyaf bul the military commander “did not agree because he told us there
is only one armed forces.” He said the MNLF instead offered the military inteltigence reports on the
whereabouts of the terrorist group.

lgbal said the MILF is "trying our best to reach out not directly to the so-called extremist leaders but to their
relatives and followers” and noted that they have been “quite successful,” claiming “one of the BIFF is inclined

to the MILF.
The BiFt proke away from the iiiLF in March 2010, shortiy after Ustadz Amirii Umra Kato resigned as

commander of the 105" Base Command of the MILF’s Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces. Kato died in April

2015.
Igbal said their approach to the relatives and followers of the extremist group is dialogue.
“So mainly our approach ic the extremist group, not to their leaders, is dialogue, diatogue. We try to explain to

them that their view or their concept about Islam is not the way to interpret it,” he said.

I
A

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Arrny vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www, retiredanzlvsi.blogspol.com

The rise of Maute Group

From the Business Mimor (Dec 2)

L= |
PRESIDENT Dutere was comect, after all, in his prognosis on the state of peace and order in Mindanao, which partly
became his basis In framing the anticriminality campaign as his administration's major thrust.

Robinson Ninal/Malacafiang Palace Presidential Communications Operations Office Presidentiai Photographers Division

via AP

In Photo: President Duterte visits the site of an explosion that killed more than & dozen people and wounded
several others at & night market in Davao City, his hometown, on September 3, 2016.

However, the Commander in Chief may not meet his forecast of ending the problem of terrorism in the region
by this month, given the results of the operations against the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), which he had fuily
enirusted to Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Ricarde R. Visaya with an accompanying explicit order of

finishing the group "to the last man”. -

Visaya is retiring on December 8 and yet, not only the campaign against the ASG in the provinces of Sulu and
Basilan, which is being undertaken by 18 battalions of soldiers and six companies of militiamen, is stilt to reach

its full operational tempo. The terrorism problem has even widened.

Ironic or not, the assumption into power of the Duterte administration has also opened a new front in the
sampaign against terrorism, courtesy of the Lanao del Sur-based Maute Group, which corresponds to the

President's war against criminality.

In the league of ASG

When Duterte declared criminality as his administration’s focus, the previously unheralded Maute Group raced
‘0 meet this deciaration by mutating into a full-blown terrorist group-cum-Moro jihadist that is in the league of

he ASG in less than.five months—more potent and boider, in fact.
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From July this year, when Duterte mobilized the whole apparatus of the government in the campaign against
crime, the terrorist group, which the military initially considered as being aligned with the regional terror group
Jemaah Islamiyah but confined in Lanao del Sur, has steadily buil! its reputation as a terror group that the

government will contend with even in the years to come.

The group has built its memberships from the rosters of young radicalized Moros and even hardened fighters
of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, whose stronghold area in Lanao dal Sur was the same area that it has
also initially operated on.

Again, the Commander in Chief was correct in his reading when he prioritized the probiem of terrorism in
Mindanao, something that he coyly dismissed just so he can send home American Special Forces still present
in Western Mindanao for counter-terrorism operations. He may even be considered a soothsayer in the case of

the Maute Group.
Whiie the Lanao-basad terror group, led by seven Maute siblings, two of whom have already been killed in

previous operations by the miiilary, is still iv duplicate the kidnapping activities of the ASG that put it onthe
map, it has already heen on a par with the original terror group in terms of bombing credentials and record of

violent confrontations with the government.

While the ASG, which has been in operation since the early-1990s, has mostly committed its bombings in
Mindanao, the Maute Group ushered its first publicly known bombing right in the hometown of Duterte in

Davac City in September, killing 14 people and wounding at least 7C others.

Before the bombing, Duterte was even advocating for stronger and tougher measures in dealing with crime,
especially in the region, even mobilizing the military for the job in support of the Philippine National Police,

which again showed his analytical gift in the area of law and order.

The Davac City bombing gave the President the reason to push for one of his exireme measures by putting the
entire country under state of emergency “on account of lawless vicience," & condition that Filipinos never

before experienced in relation to the fight against crime.

On Monday & bomb was recovered near the US Embassy in Manila, which the National Police chief, Director
General Ronald M. dela Rosa, attributed to the Maute Group, judging from the similarity of the bomb with the

one used by the group in Davao City.

it is alsc the terror posed by the Maute Group, lumped together with the notoristy of the ASG, why Duterte
wanted to up his anti-criminality measures by toying with the idea of suspending the writ of habeas corpus.

However, Defense Secretary Deffin N. Lorenzana, a former soldier himself and who has “soothingly”
contradicied some of the President’s security pronouncements in the past, does not buy yet the timing of his
Commander in Chief's wishes, dismissing the ongoing campaign against the Maute Group as normal military

operations,

“As | see it, the operations against Maute is just normal military operations against lawiess elements, and the
bomb thal was seen there [US Embassy] is no! enough to suspend the wril of habeas corpus,” Lorenzana said

during the anniversary of the Department of Nationa! Defense on Tuesday.
* would advise not to do that yet, because it is still under control. All that is happening is still controliabie,” he
added.
l.orenzana, however, agreed with the pronouncements of Duterte that the Maute Group already has direct links
with islamic State of Irag and Syria (ISIS).
Ad
PAMAN

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

“The direct link maybe is already there, but formally, for them to be considered as their men here, part of their
caliphate here, we could not still confirm it,” he said.

The Maute was just among the three groups after the ASG and the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters that
have pledged their aliegiance to the ISIS, which is already on the retreat in Syria and Irag where it established

its operations.

Attempt to bomb the capitai

Bold and brazen as it is, the Maute Group has been attempting to penetrate Metro Manila with its sighature of
bombings, and this was confirmed in October by no less than the Army commander, Lt. Gen. Eduardo M. Afio.

It was the Army, in coordination with the National Police, which bagged in Cotabato City the suspects behind
the Davao City bombing, confirming that the powerful blast was indeed a handiwork of the Lanao-based group.

According to Afio, the Mauie Group has planned to carry out bombings in Metro Manila as early as May,
targeting areas where a lot of people regularly converge.

Aho said among target of bombings were the branches of a popuiar department store, but this was prevented
“by the intelligence community along with the other hatched bombings.”

A part of the government’s effort was the arrest of the group of Michael Abrera in May.
“Had those group not been arrested in May, they were supposed to have carried out big bombings of malls in
Metrc Manila...,” Ao said.

The bombings were still part of the grand plan of the Mauie Group to get the recognition of the Daesh.

Ao added that based on their debriefing of the arrested Davao City bombing suspects, the Maute Group had
also plannec to conduct bombings in other parts of Mindanac through its cells, but all of these plans were

averted by government actions,

The beginning

THE Maute Group was unknown uniil the early part of this year when ii started to commit criminal activities in
Butig lown, where il established its camp.

The MILF, particularly its 102nd Base Command, operates in that area of Lanao del Sur.

Back then, the terror group was simply called by the military as a2 Maute Group—named after its leaders—
although it has categorized it later as “foreign-aligned local terrorist group” that is confined in a barangay of
Butig.

Athile il is aligned with the Jemaah tsiamiyah, military officials. however, initially dismissed its links with the
Daesh.

jefore that, however, some groups were already monilored meeting in other parts of Mindanao, where the
Jack fiag of the Daesh was being displayed.

s it turned out they were already cells of the Maute Group, as also confirmed by Afio. Af that time, Afic was
|0t yet the Army commander.

ater, the Maute Group called itself as Dawila Islamiya or the Islamic State of Lanao.
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In February government forces attacked the group’s camp in Barangay Bayabao in Butig after it attacked a
military detachment, also in the same barangay, that ieft three soldiers dead and six others wounded.

At that time, Armed Forces Spokesman Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla said the group has only about 40 members
and he could not even name the group, although he said that its members were members of the MILF’s 102nd
Base Command.

Reports from the Armed Forces Western Command, however, pegged the group’s membership at 100.

The operation lasted for a week, after which the military claimed to have decimated the group and even killed
Omar and Matti, two of the seven Maute brothers. Another brother was killed in another encounter.

However, in May the Armed Forces was again forced to initiate an offensive against the group afler it
regrouped and established a temporary camp in Barangay Ragayan, also in Butig.

The operatizn, the military claimed, resulted in the death of ateast 54 terrorists, including an Indonesian
jinadist idertified as Mohammad Muktar.

But in April the Maute Group raided Purok 4, Barangay Sandab in Butig and kidnapped six sawmill operators,
four of whom they released a week iater. The two others were beheaded on suspicions they were military
spies.

In August the group raided the Lanao provincial jail in Marawi City and freed eight of their detained colleagues,
inciuding three women, in a daring rescue operation.

‘Twenty other prisoners aiso bolted out from the facility during the attack that was carried out by at least 50
members of the group and led by Abdullah, the eldest of the Maute brothers.

Raid of Butig

ON Thursday last week, the Maute Group, which was supposed o have been weakened by the successive
military operations, put up its “greatest show” yel by raiding Butig, wherein it even occupied its old municipal
hall building and raised the Daesh flag.

The group also disptayed the same fiag in some of the houses that were abandoned by families who were
fearful of the attackers.

The occupation of Bufig created a humanitarian crisis, as the military struggled to regain the town from the
sontrol of the terrorists.

After almost 2 week or by Wednesday, the Armed Forces Western Command spokesman, Maj. Filemon Tan

Jr., said more than 80 percent of the town has been cleared of Maute fighters
rhe town hall was also retaken around 9:20 a.m. on the same day, according to Armed Forces Public Affairs

Jffice chief Col. Edgard Arevaio.

\revale said the operation in the town may take a little more time, as the military has to conduct clearing
perations even for homemade bombs that were planted by the terrorists.
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CPP: Release all political prisoners or we resume
war

Rappier (Dec 2)

The rebels scoff at the Duterte administration’s planned release of 40-50 political prisoners, saying the commitment was fo
free all 432

T e N AT
ROADBLOCK? A file phofo of both sides atf the resumpiion of the peace talks between the governmeni and the NDF in
August 2016 in Oslo. Photo courtesy of OFPAPP

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) on Friday, December 2, gave the Duterte administration until

January next year to fulfill its promise to release all 432 political prisoners or risk rebel attacks.
Reacting to Labor Secretary Silvestre Belio IiI's announcement of a plan to 50 poiitical prisoners by the end of

December, the CPP reminded the government of the “expectation” it raised in August, when both
sides reopened formal talks in Oslo. The CPF is represenied by its political arm, the National Democratic Front

(NDF), in the peace process.

"The planned release of a mere 40-50 political prisoners is an unacceptable token," the CPP said in a
statement,

According to the party, the release of all 432 political prisoners should have happened on the last week of
October. This didn’t happen, the CPP said, adding that even the release on humanitarian grounds was “being

delayed.”
The guerrillas cited the death last Monday, November 28, of peasant activist Bernie Ocasla from Eastern
Visayas.

“Justice demands that all 432 remaining political prisoners be released immediately," the CPP said. "Every
additional second that political prisoners remain incarcerated add to the grave injustices which they have been

made to suffer throughout the years in jail."

On Friday, President Rodrigo Duierte granted pardon to 4 convicted rebels, all consultants of the NDF. Bello
said this moves the peace process forward.
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Ceasefire at risk

The guerrilias said they were “extending their patience and giving the Duterte regime up to the month of
January to comply with its obligation to release all poiitical prisoners.”

Otherwise, the rebels said they will have no reason to sign a bilateral ceasefire agreement with the
govemment. Worse, this couid end the current interim ceasefire that the guerrillas had agreed to implement as

a sign of good faith in the process, the CPP said.

This is the strongest statement that the rebels have issued sc far in relation to the peace process.

Both parties have been hopeful that the talks would result in 2 bilateral ceasefire agreement before the end of
the year. The first round of talkks in August even tackled the prospect of granting amnesty to all political
prisoners.

The Duterte government has so far refcased at least 20 political prisoners, including alleged New People’s
Army chief Benito Tiamzon, so they could participate in the talks.

But the release of the rest is taking “way too iong,” the party said. "Worse, surveillance, harassments and
arrests against activists persist.”

The communists are allied with the Duterte administration, with Leftist ieaders associated with them getting key
Cabinet positions.

The political alliance, however. has put the rebels in a difficult situation in the face of extrajudicial killings
aliegedly perpetrated by the police and Duferte's stand favoring the burial of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos
at the Libingan ng mga Bayani.

The CPP is behind the longest running insurgency in Asia — 40 years. If's been involved in peace talks with all
Philippine governments, post-Marcos, but the current one is the closest it has come 1o a possible peace deal.
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