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By Marion Ramos
@MRamosINQ

With a “heavy heart,” President
Duterte on Monday accepted

the resignation of Vice Presi-

dent Leni Robredo as -chair of
the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Coordinating Council
(HUDCC), according to Presi-

dential Commmunications Secre-

tary Martin Andanar. - *

“It is our duty to defend the
“dignity and integrity of the Fil-
ipino people. If Cabinet mem-
bers cannot agree-with the Pres:

ident’s pclicy, they ‘are free to -

resign,” Andanar quoted the
President as saying. ...

The President naméd Cabx—_-

net Secretary Leoncio Evasco Jr. ..
-Development Coordmatmg Council following Vice President Leni’

Robredo's resngnatlon from the POST. MALACARANG PHOTO

to replace Robredo as chair of

HUDCC, the highest policy-

making body for housing.

. Robredo submitted on Mon-
:iay her formal resignation let-
ter as HUDCC head. Her deci-
sion came amid a political storm
over Mr. Duterte’s decision to
allow the burial of dictator Fer-
dinand Marcos at Libingan ng

mga Bayani and a bloody crack- -

down on illegal drugs that has
alarmied Western governments
and human rights watchdogs.

~
&

NEW HOUSFNG CZAR Presudent Duterte has appo:nted Cabmet

Secretary Leoncio Evasco Jr. as chair of the Housing and Urban

the drﬂé’kiilings, the President’s

plan to reimpose- the death
‘penalty, and
against women” among the is-

.sues she differed wn‘.h Mr

Puterte.

~ The last straw, Robredo said,
was when she was notified on
Sunday by Evasco, through a text
message, about the President’s
order for her “to desist from at-
tending all Cabinet meetings”

“sexual : attacks -

decided to bar her from the
meetings because of her “irrec-

“oncilable differences” with the

administration.

He pointed out that it was
the President's prerogative to
choose members of his Cabinet
and the authority “to withdraw
the same for reasons known on-
ly to him.”

As members of his official
family, FEvascoe said, Cabinet

: Last straw
OFFICE OF Tt The Vice President cited her

b—em————apposition to the Marcos burial,
AMMY WUIT | bieace. o on gy

starting vesterday. members understood they 1283, 5295

Evasco said the Pzesuient should toe the line and support
NARVISIEIY i -N -1
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- the President’s programs, pIat- .
forms and policies, 7
At is important tha Whlle_

. nn;a is. i mgmb@; of me*c**&biﬂﬁf‘”*"‘.‘_

to express one's.views discreet-
Iy and not be adversanal puh-'
licly;” he said. .. :

~In her statement announc~
ing her resignation, Robredo
sald she "will not allow thevice
pres1dency to.be stolen. T will:..
not: allow the will of the people -

‘bat het electoral mctory as

been qitestioned by her closest.

rival in the race, former Sén’ Fer-
dinand: "Bongbong” Marcos Jr,,’
the son of the late strongman. -
Robredo said she had chosern -

to ignore warnmgs “of a plotto:
steal the vice presidency” and in:
stead tried to focus on her work.. |
“But the events of recent days .
mdicate that this plot is now.be- . :
' mg set 1nt0 motlon ” she sai

LP out of supermajonty

~ Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez’
denied on ‘Monday that the
Duterte - administration wasl_’
starting to push Robredo out of .
her seat as her resignation from -
the Cabinet sparked a cali for t:he

S“With the huge problems -

"our country faces, is the Presi-
dent really gomg to exert effort &
on that?” he said. ST

-But Alvarez praised Robredo

" berause she resigned on her
cown. He said it would be “too

*if Robredo; asanaiter
ego of the President, would voice
out her opposition “every time
the President says something,”
He also said Mr. Duterte was

awkw,

- being courteous enough. “If you
- o longer trust your girliriend,

break up with her, Why put 1t up
with her?” hesaid, v
= "If he were rnaie I thmk the
resident would actually -kick
him out. But of ‘course, she’s a
oman and the Prégident was

just being courteous,” he added.

Andanar said he was clue-
less about the décision of Mr.
Duterte to exclude Robredo

.from the Cabinet meetings. He
-said he did not expect her to

leave the administration as

"'housmg czar this soon.

“It's sad that it had 1o end

.' thlS way,” he told the Inqulrer in

a; chance mtemew m Mala—

° canang

+:Fr: Jerome Seczllano EXECi-

thE secretary of the Permanent

Commiittee on Public Affairs of
the - Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence of the Philippines, said re-

signing was the best thing for
‘Robredo to do “if she feels un-

vanted in the Cabinet” . .

“Better for her to 5ust con-
centrate on helping the poorus-
ing her position as Vice Presi-

~dent,” Secillano said, —wsTH Re-
PORTS FROM VINCE F, NONATO, JULIE
- ‘M. AURELIO AND AP [NQ

s
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Monday urgec ﬂxe ‘nation 1o
vigilarit and resist any attempts 1

the Cabinet of President Duterte.

Robredo resigned as hous-
ing secretary, but she will stay
on as Vice President.

“This is not a time for fear. It
is a time for conviction. Itis a
time for courage,” she said in a
televised address to the nation.

Robredo was the second high
official to quit Mr. Duterte’s ad-
ministration. Last week, Maria
Serena Dioknoe quit as chair of the
National Historical Commission
of the Philippines over Mr.
Duterte’s decision to allow the
burial of dictator Ferdinand Mar-
cos at Libinganng mga Bayani.

- Robredo openly opposed the

burial, buf also criticized Mr.
Duterte’s brotal war on illegal
drugs and his crude remarks
about women,

In her resignation letter sent
to Malacafiang on Monday

bring the Philippines back tnder
dictatorship after resigning from

" Duterte adrmms‘frat

Housing -and - Urban™ Develop-
ment Coordmat[ng Counczl

(HUDCC). |

After her address to the na--

tion, Robredo faced a'niews con-
ference to sav she beligved she
was pushed out of the Cabinet
not because of her performance
as housing secretary but because
of her opposition to. Marcos’
burial at the heroes’ cémetery
and because there were people
around Mr. Duterte who did not
want her in the vice presidency.
But she assured her support-
ers that she would not aliow any-
one to “steal the vice presidency.”
...She -suggested- ‘that - the

supporting former Sen, Ferdi-
nand “Bongbong” Marcos &, her
closest opponent in Mays vice

presidential - election who has™

challenged her victory in the
Presidential Electoral Tribunal

ble for her to do her job at the -

VIGILANCE CALL Vice PresacEent Leni Robredo exharts the people
to oppose plans to brmg back dtctatorshlp -GR!GC.MONTEGRANDE

Marcos is the sonand name-
sake of the late dictator, whose
family supported Mr. Duterte’s
campaign for Malacafiang.

Robredo actively joined the
1486 Edsa People Power Revolu-
tion that toppled the dictator
frompower.

“We have fought this battle be- - .
- fore and won;" she said. “We will -
.Dever let anyone revise our history

and twist it to turn evil into good.”

Lawmakers in the House of
Representatives spoke on Mon-
day about Robredo taking on a
new role as leader of the politi-

' cal epposmon

Asked if she was ready for
that role, Robredo said: “My 0p-
position to the reimposition of
the death penalty will be
stronger, my opposition toto the
lowering of the age of criminal
lability ‘would stay the same. I
wﬂi be vocal against the extraju-
lings:and the ill treat-
ment of women. But to me, I still
believe that the success of this
admxmstratzon is also for our
country, that is why we will stif}
support policies we agree with,”
she said, —wiTH AN AP REPORT ING

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845.9555 Local 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Servm‘%the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army thal is a source of national pride

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

by December 2016

‘bredo said yesterday.

- Ultimate ™

goal: Oust

' By HELEN FLORES

Cabinet officials support:
ing former senator Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. may have
plotted herremoval as d}aiiﬁ_'
of the Housing and Urban
Development Coordinat-
ing Council (HUDCC),
Vice President Leni Ro-

A day after being told
through text message not to
attend Cabinet meetings, Ro-
bredo yesterday tendered her
resignation as HUDCC chaiz,
saying remaining in President

Duterte’s Cabinet had be’coxﬁ_e

“untenable.”

“There are members of the
Cabinet who don’t want me
there, but Bongbong Marcos
instead,” she said, referring 10

Marcos by his nickname, ..
“Bengbong joinéd the Presi-

dent in China, and he was

introduced as vice president
Butl-endured all of these,”
-she'said in a‘press ‘conference.

“They- are trying fo case me
out. There’s no longer sense
(for me to stay in the Cabinet).”

She hedged when asked if
she would lead the opposition;
saying she would continue to
support government projects

that “still deserve support”. -
;.- ”I’cdepends : Qi-‘é' ; Owyou .
-will-define the opposition,”

she told reporters, even as
she vowed to strongly oppose
policies “that I think are detri-

~mental” to the people. -

On Sunday, Robredo said
she had been warned about a
plot to “steal” the vice presi-
dency from her.

She said she decided to quit
after receiving a text message

Turn to Page 6
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from Cabinet Secretary Leondio

Evasco J&. on Saturday, telling
her {0 stop attending’ Cabinet

_flOI'lS.'

group saying goodbye to me. It
only confirms what we've been
warned about,” she said. . -
Robredo urged the public to
remain vigilant and “not to al-
low the return of dictatorship.”
“My appeal to the Filipino
people—let's not allow the vice
presidency to be stolen,” she
said, stressing that the nandate

was given to her by the people ..

and notby President Duterte. .

.- Robredorecalled that as early
as Friday, her chief-of-staff Boyet
Dy had already received a call

from Evasco telling him that the
Vice President is barred from at- -
tending Cabinet meetings “until. .

furthernotice” - . .

 Shesaid shehad thoughtshe

could still attend Cabinet meet
ings until Malacafiang made
statement official,

The Vice President said she
was told by Evasco iria text mes-

meetings on Duterte’s instruc-
- Robredo:said she sent four :.
1 text messages‘to Presidential
iy - Management Staff chief Bong
Sven We +Go to confirm the President’s
“aware about it. But there were '
tweets from Bongbong Marcos’ -

sage not to- attend the Cabinet
‘meetings “so as not to aggravate
the situation.” It was not clear
what “situation” he was talk-

order but he did not reply. - -

- 5heé said she had no direct
line to the President and had
relayed all her messages to Go!-

"Twaited for a confirmation
from the Presidernt through
Bong Go until we discussed
what to do. If 'm not allowed
to attend (Cabinet meetings), T

think I'm being fired,” she said. .

Robredo said she does not
believe Malacafiang’s statement

that “irreconcilable differences”..

between her-and: Duterte was

. the reason behind his decision to-
“ban her from Cabinet meetings.

“1 think it's not policy differ-

ences. We saw ‘the statements
~of Communications Sec. Mar-
tin Andanar and presidential -
- spokesman Ernesto Abella, that
they recognized the good things -
- Tidid with housing: Idofit think:
" “even the President or atiyone -

in the Cabinet could say that
I failed as HUDCC chair” the
Vice President said, noting that

‘.Mw;wﬁrk\mg

_ she i evenspenther Sundays

- Marcos burial issue
" Shesaid her strong statement
-against the burial of Marcos’
father, the late strongman Ferdi-
-nand Marcos, at the Libinganng

. Robredo'ssid it was hard for
‘her to leave HUDCC, especially

..., after discovering the extent of the

‘housing problem in'the courntry.
- :She said she would continue
to'work to provideé Tow-cost but
decent houses to poor Filipinos.
“It's not because I'm no lon-
ger with HUDCC I will no
longer work to address housing
problems,” she'said. 00
. Robredo said socialized
housing ‘would be one of the
“advocacies of the Office of the

“-- -In'her resignation letter yes-
terday, Robredo ‘stressed that-
she has éxerted all effort to
put aside their differences and
maintain a professional working
relationship with Duterte.

-~ "However, your directive
- for me todesist from attending
‘all Cabinet meetings’ has éffec-

ively made it impossible for me”
my job: Remairing iri your

Cabinet has become untenable,”
‘Robredo told the President in
her letter. VL

e s e S

mga Bayani couldalsobie one of
. thereasons for hér ouster.
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Hours after filing her resigna-

tion Jetter, the Officé of the Vice
B T P reported the major

accomplishments made by the
HUDCC under Robredo’s five-
month leadership, including
streamlining the application

_ process for socialized housing.

Under Robredo, the So-

. cial Housing Pinance Corp,
eof the agencies

under HUDCC,  issued new

- guidelines, allowing commumni-
- ties and homeowners” associa-
- Hons to avail themselves of its

high-density housing and the
community mortgage program

- with only nine documentsfrom
the previous 27, the OVP state-

ment said.

i . The OVP said the reduced
- documentary réquirements also
_cut the cost on the part of com-

munity associationsby as much
asP117,000. .0 -~ -
It said the National Housing

“Authority (NHA ) has also short-

ened the period of processing
the certificates of tax exemp-
tion for transfers of raw land
intended for urgent socialized
housing projects froin one year
to six months. .
-HUDCC was-also able to
provide low-cost housing for at

least 46,000 families as of Sept.

31, itsald. o
The OVP said Robredo also

‘worked to fasttrack ‘the con-

struction of permanent houses

phoon Yolanda. o

It said at least 17.000 more
homes are expected to he built
once the implementing rules
and regulations for the Urban
Development and Housing Act

(RA7279) are signed this month, .

In July, Duterte called the -

Vice President while onia live

broadcast over government.

station PI'V:4, to ask her if she

would like tohead the HUDCC.
Duterte used the phone of

Presideritial Management Staff .

head Christopher “Bong” Go to
call the Vice President.

“Pwede ba housing, Ma'am
{Is housing OK with you)? Can
you be the housing secretary?
Tanggapin mo, ma’am (Will you
accept)?” the President asked
Robredo.

“The executive secretary will .

hand you the appointment.” ..
- Robredo accepted the post
during their phone conversation.
In astatement, she also noted
that addressing the housing
shortage had been an advocacy
of her late husband, former in-
terior secretary Jesse Robredo.
HUDCC was among the
agencies covered by Duterte’s

first executive order, which .

reorganized several offices to
streamline poverty reduction
programs of the government.

for the victims. of Super. Ty

Quezon City Vice Mayor

PJO}Y”B@IMDﬂfe,*“ﬁTe&ﬁMﬂE;’e}{-‘“ O

pressed her support for Robre-
do's deciston to quit the Cabinet.

“If she féels in her heart that
she can no longer carry out the
duties as the HUDCC chair,
given the environment she is
working in, and that this is the

‘best way that shecar 3

people, by resigning from her

post and acting indeperidently
of the administration, I support
her,” Belmonte said. in an ‘am-

bush interview, =0 e

Belmonte'said she also re-
spects the prerogative of Presi-
dent Duterte to pickor remove
members of his Cabinet.

. She added she hopes Ro-
bredo’s vice presidency would
not be challenged anymore and
that reports of ‘an -ouster ploy
were just hearsay. -

"1 trust the electoral process
and I believe she is the duly
elected vice president” . -

Belmonte also denied in-
sinuations by some groups that
the Liberal Party was plotting

Duterte's ouster. e

The LF, she stressed, is com-
mitted to supporting the Disterte
administration.: ”All moves

~of political ‘parties should be

towards reconciliation, fiot di-

visiveness. That's my appeal

to the nation,” the vice mayor
said. ~ With Romina Cabrera
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- Maij. Gen. Harold Cabreros, Phlhp—'
pine Army (PA) vice commander, did
not give a time frame under which the

military aims to wipe out the terrorist -
group but said the Armed Forces of -

the Maute group after several days of
-constant attacks and bombardment by

the military last week, leaving part of

“the town in rubble because cf mcrtar
fire:

More than 2, 000 famihes ﬂed the:r

‘homes following the series of fighting
between the terrorists and the govern«
ment troopers. '

_Cabreros said that the PA wouid
lend a hand in the reconstruction of the

destroyed structures if needed.:
. The vice commander visited the

AGAYAN DE ORO CITY -
(PNA).— The pursuit of the.
Maute Groiip will:continue -
. # even after the ferrorist ele:
‘ '-*ments were already driven outof Buhg,‘ T
Lanao del Sur which they held. uader
siege for two weeks; a top mmtary ef- .
: .ﬁmal said Monday:-

..é'nsure that the Maute ¢
..longer bea threat {0
‘inthe area” S

“We cannotgustpredmt it, butbased'

3 'on the success ofour: operatmns surely
" ‘our troops can get the group anytlme
Cabreros said. -

" He said that the government troop-
ers from the Army's First Infantry

" Division are contmuously pursumg the

local terrorists.
~ Butig was freed fmm the control of

Fourth Infantry Division headquarters
at Camp Edilberto Evangelista in Ba-
rangay Patag as guest'of honor of the

;gradu&hon of 248 soldiershere..

. The newly graduate frainees would
be deployed to the divigior’s battalions
all over Northern Mmdanao and Caraga

‘regions.

While there is no shortage of troops,
Cabreros said the PA ‘needs more
soldiers to fill up the:vacancies for

‘those who have retired.or have been
‘discharged from dufy: oo
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competing in the ongoing
Asean Armies Rifle Meet
(ARMM) 2016 being held at

the Camp O’ Donnell mili-
tary campin Tarlac hasnew -,
bagged-a totalof 21 medals -
after five -days of iritense
competition with feflow sol- -

_ diers from the Asean region.
Captain AlbertoCaber, ©

spokesperson of the Train-
(Tradoc) of the Philippine

has now havledina _tgtal of

THE ?hilip;)ineArmy’I‘eam o
als and 9 bronze medals i

the rifle and pistol event:

6 gold medals,

competitions.

* about friendship and onity
among armies of ASEAN"

countries.

ing and Doctrive Command #7 Wenoted the competition
" slsp highlighted the quali
Army, said the local team - of Philippine-made firearins

“’a4 Team Army are using 100

- TaskForce AARM Coms;
‘mander Brig. Gen, Hermin-
igiido Francisco C, Aquingy
“.also the chief of Tradogy

ally-made products.
i Thecompetition, partics.;
ipated in by all the armies.

~comprising the 10-member

‘natiens frem Sontheast
Asia, would have its culmi-
‘pating event on December”,
with next year’s competi- :
ttom'to be held in Singapore. :

oo A guine added Team Ar-
©my’s performance is “far
Better” and “beyond expec-

jon™ compared to their .
Geticipation during:last-7.

“iygar’s competition held in

fﬂxailand.
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'TEAM Philippines contin-

ued its fine form in the

" ASEAN Armies shooting
- tournament ‘at the Camp
o Donnel]‘mihtary camp

" ‘up of six golds, six silvers
~ and ‘ning bronzes as:they

held their ‘own ‘against

" counterparis from  other
_-ASEAN ‘connrtries.

Captain Alberto’ Caber,
spokesperson of the Train-
ing and Doctrine Com-

' mand (_Tfndoc_) of the I’hll-

Task - Force AARM
: :Cnmmamler,Bng. Gen,

Hermin']'glld.n. F fanc:sce
C. Aquino, also the chief
of Tradoc, said the annu-

-al -event’ig:all abont

friendship” “apd unity
among armies of ASEAN
countries. 0

He noted the competi-

"tion “also highlighted ‘the -
quality -of Philippine-
. made firearms as Team

' year’s competition 1o be:

Army s asing locally-":
made prodacts. .
The competition, par-’
ticipated in by all the -
armies comprising the 10-;
member nations from-:
Southeast Asia, wouid
have its culminating event .
on December 7, with hext’

heid in Singapore, -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.dwdd.com.ph

ASEAN ARMIES RIFLE MEET | Phil Army Shooters Win Twenty One Medals

CAEPAS, Tarlac — At least six {8) goid, six:6) sitver and nine :8) bronze medals were proudly received

by the Philippine Army shooting team on the 5% daily awarding ceremonies held at the ASEAN Armies

Rifle Meet :AARM) Grandstand today December 5, 2016. It can be recalled that the AARM 2016 was

opened on November 28. 2016, in Camp O'Donneli, Capas. Tarlac which will culminate on December
7,2016.

The three (3) goid medals were earned in rifle, two (2) from Carbine, and one {1) from Pistol (Men)
event competitions. Three (3) silver medals were earned in Carbine, two (2) from Pistol (Men) events,
and one {1} from rifle event competitions. Nine (8) bronze medals were earned in Pistol (Men). 4;
Pistol (Ladies), 2; Machine Gun, 1: Carbine, 1; and Rifie event competitions

ey g

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Task Force AARM Commander Brig. Gen. Herminigildo Francisco C. Aquino said that this annual
event is all about friendship and unity among armies of ASEAN countries. "Our Philippine Army
shooters are using locally made firearms. At the end of this event, we are all winners here as this
event strengthens bilateral relations among ASEAN armies, develop capabilities, and contribute to

regional stability”, BGen. Agquino said

BGen. Aguino is the ourreqt______?ommander of the Philippine Army’s Training and Doctrine Command.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, a warld-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www_retiredanalvst.blogspot.com

Army brigade for Panay, Guimaras gets new commander
From the Philippine News Agency {Dec 5): Army brigade for Panay, Guimaras gets new commander

Colonel Pic Q. Difloso assumed as the new commander of the 301st Infantry (Bavanihan) Brigade of

Dirigso succeeded General Eric Uchida who will take his post as assistant depufy chief of staff for
education and training of the Philippine Army.

General Jon N. Aving, commander of the 3ID, officiated the change of command ceremony.
DiRoso, in his speech, assured that there will be no drastic changes in plans and policies of the brigade.

“t wili continue what my predecessor started, what the plans have crafted, everything wili be the same,” he
said.
He aiso assured to become an chedient subordinate 1o local officials in Panay and Guimaras and to “support

them in their quest for peace progress and development’.

Brior to his current designation. Col. Dinoso served as the assistant chief of staff of the logistics of the
Philippine Army, He served as executive officer of the 303rd infantry Brigade in Nearos Occidental and

hattalion commander of the 79th infantry Battalion in Negros Oriental,

Uchida committad to continue in keeping the peace and security of the people and the communities in the
region.

He cited that his greatest achievement was when the brigade, including the uniis under his operations
supervision, did not incur even & single fatality in their battles,

Commander Aying lauded the two military officers for their achievements in their former posts and wished thern
good luck as they serve in their higher positions.

http:/fwww.pna.gov.phiindex. php?idn=28&sid=&nid=2&rid=845814

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www. dwdd.com.ph

WONDERFUL JOURNEY | CSAFP visits 41D, days before retirement

sl

bd

CAMP EVANGELISTA, Cagayan de Oro City~ General Ricardo R Visaya, Chief-of-Staff of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines visited the 4th Infantry (Diamond) Division at 11am today, December 5,

20186.

Days before his retirement on Dec 7, 2016. Gen Visava bade farawell to the troops of 41D, which he
commanded in 2013-2014 and whare he was assigned as g young lieutenant back in 1983,

During his stint as the Commander of 41D, he was able to sieer the whole Division to greater heighis,
He was able to manage the conflict situations in regions 10&13 that led to the surrender of more than
300 members of the New People’s Army that was witnessed in four "Pagbabalik-toob programs”.

Gen Visaya recalied during his speech his wonderful journey in his Military career that started in 41D.
He said, “I would like to thank the 4iD for being part of my big success in the Military service. This is
where | started my career as a young lieutenant and got a chance to be awarded as the junior officer
of the year back in 1885. | was again given the opportunity to lead the division in 2013 as its 38th
Commander, During that time, | could clearly recall that we have contributed to the peace and stability

of the two regions and was abie to encourage every diamond trooper to do their part and contribute to
the attainment of just and lasting peace in this part of the country. Once again, thank you and carry

onl”

Gen Visaya, a proud member of the PMA Matikas class of 1883, wili be turning over his Command o
December 7, 2016, before reaching the mandatory age of retirement of 56 on the 8th day of this

month.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land,

L




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.ingquirer.net

After Army kicks Maute out, it can’t say when group will die
By: Jigger J. Jerusalem - @inguirerdotnet

The fight to extract members of the Maute Group in Butig town, Lanac del Sur province, brought soldiers, like this
trooper patroliing & viltage in Marawi City, on 2 hunt to annihilate the rest of the terror group. —RICHEL V. UMEL

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY— The relentless assault by governmeni forces may have driven the Maute Group out

of Butig. Lanac def Sur, but the military is uncertain i the group had been nsutralized, according to a ranking

armed forces official.

Maj. Gen. Haroid Cabreros, vice commander of the Philippine Army, said he couid not give a ime frame for the
complete annihilation of Maute Group but saic the mititary is exerting extrs affori to make sure that the group,

which had pledged allegiance to the Islamic Siate of Iraq and Syria (13}, is no longer a threat to communities in
Lanao del Sur.

He said the military “cannot just predict” when the Mauie Group would be annihilated, "but based on the success

of our operations, surely our froops can get the group anytime.”

Soldiers from the Army's 1st infantry Division continue to be in pursuit of members of the group.

Butig was freed from the control of the Maute Group afier several days of atiacks and bombardment by the

military last week, but the offensives lsft parts of the town in ruin with houses and buildings shattered by mortars.
Thousands of residents have also fled their homes following the series of fighting between the terroriste and

government troops.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride,

Cabreros said the Army is ready to lend a hand in the reconstruction of the structures that had been destroyed.

Cabreros visited the 4th Infantry Division headguariers at Camp Edilberto Evangelista in Barangay Patag here as

guest of honor in graduation rites for 248 new soldiers over the weekend.

The new soldiers wouid be deployed to the division’s battalions in Northern Mindanao and Caraga regions

While there is no shortage of soldiers, Cabreros said the Army needed more soldiers to fill vacancies for those

who retired or had been discharged from duty.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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- MULING surmiklab ang sagupafinl 53 pegitar ng militar at mga
armadong grupo sa Butig, Lanao-del Sor, bandang 1 1:39 kahapon ng
| amagas oo o : U
- "Ayon kay AFP spokesperson’Maf: Fe imon Tan, nagsasagawsa ng
combat operations ang iropa ng-ist-Scoutl Ranger Company nang
maka-engkwentro ang nasa 20 miyembro ng hinihinatang Lawless
Terrorist Group (LTG). SRt i ] )
.. Hindi pa tinukoy ng militar ang pagkakekilanian ng nasawing
“gamdalor T s e o
" “Dahil sa $agupasn pamatay ang-isang siindalo na ngayon hindi pa
ismasapubliko ang pangalan pafa sakapakanan ng kanyang pamilya.
Una rang sinabt ng AFP na 100 pereent ng nabawi ng militer ang
puong Butig laban sa Maute terror group.
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There is stll no formal announce-
ment and we would have to wait who the:
President will choose as the next AIP-
Chief of Staff, sowe are ‘still waiting for
‘that announcement," Arevalo said.
e : \ - "There's alrgady a $hortlist but I'm:
Chiefof Staff Gen. Ricardo Visayawher ** notina posttion to divulge the names
he retires on December 8. - 7. put what [ heard is that he is dlready
Marine Col; Edgard A. Arevalo, - studying the matter. In the soonest pos-

- chief of the AFP Public Atfairs Office, . sible time, we will kmow it," he added..
however, said that hejsinno positionto - When asked how many names are
divulge the'names of the officials onthe’ - on the shortlist of candidates for the top
shortlist and will just have to wait for the - AFP post, Arevalo said he has no idea.
president to make the announcement, = ' don't know how maly names aré

e l -
hortlistofcandidates who
- replaceoutgoing Armed For
es-of the Philippines (Al

in thero, What they have confirnie
us is indeed there is already a-shortlist

usisi Jist:*Visaya is a member 'of the PMA.
‘and very soon we can announee that. We ' “Matikas” Class of 1983 that has thus
just don't get.ahead of the president,” - _produced three AFP Chiefs of Staff.
“Arevalo said.ol D RPN e Prior to his ascent to the highest
iivery name ‘on the list is ‘gualiz - military post, Visaya held several key
. fied for the-position but then again we - positions in the AFP He was the former
always would like to-give the president ;- -Brigade Commander of two prestigious
4 free hand, we would like to give him Brigades - the 104th Brigade in Sultan
ample choices of successors tochoose - Kudarat, Maguindanao, Lanao Proy-.
from, or options to choose from,'h inces snd Basilan, and 90ist Brigadein .
added. . e o " BicolRegion. He was also designated 85,
Visaya reaches the refirement age . Commander of the 4th Infantry Division ,

.of 56 on Thursday, December 8, 2016 - in Cagayan de Oro City. .

E E Y - p v 5 ( A . . e .
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| opetation s Tesidents can safdl;

‘home, according to Col. Edgard ;
chief of the Armed Forces of the

pines {AFP) public affairs office. i o . -

Arevalo said the town has' been

cleared of militants, but residents have -
- when they return home,

not been allowed to return yet for their
own safety.

AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Reshiuto )
Padilla said the military is working toput

GBAYAN

ore K-9 units in Butig

ous operations against t}ie;M«ij;{'ﬁe'-g‘rbﬁp}
- Padilla said farmers have complained

. that they work hard only for the Mattes

oseize their produce during harvest time,
.- He said they wanted to speed up the

- clearing ¢ peration so residents could have
o, their life back. SO
- Padilla said the Mautes might have

left some IED and traps, especially irr:

- areas where the clashes occurred. He saick

residents should be assured of their safety’

He said the troops are making sure the
Maute group would no longer teturn to
the area. S

mBuhgbackfonormalazmd s
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and he worl't ‘give In $o
demands anymore.

in e speech yesterday evenmg at the-
Palace, Duterte said that he'is goling to
reject the Communist Party of the’

the government and the Reds mgn afinal
peace a.greement -
£ ¥ you can showme a docmnent s:lgned e 'negatxators :
Philippines-National Democratic Front's y the Philippine government and these - In a separate statement by
(CPP-NDF) apparent ultimatum to rélease . - communists, then I will release the 130 - Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process
hundreds of their detained comrades. pius mure prisoners,” he added, " Jesus Dureza he pointed out that there:
“It’s too much. I cannot conceds to e Presadent hewever, showed a . Jun to.page 3

i
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are actual government efforts to facilitate the
release of political prisoners as promised earlier
on by the Duterte government.. . ‘_

- “Earnest efforts havé héen ongding on the
reledges of prisoners. .But"necessaryblegal
processss take a while as-cases are within the

jurisdiction of the judiciary, an independentand

. co-equal branch,” Dureza said. " L
% “We understand their angst and impetience
but we are all forgetting that these efforts were
never possible nor even imaginable in the
previous times. It is only in the Duterte
administration that these releases are all
appening,” he added.” .
-hepp B e . Casefirenotworking ~ =
- Mindanao groups said despite the unitateral
ceasefirs declared by the communist group and
_ the goverrument, the NPA continues to harrass
agricultural plantations in Mindanao.
Ruginessmen and agricultural stakeholders
said rebels continue fo extort money from
companies in Mindanao, among them agncultqrai
plantations, private contraciors, quarrying
operators, public market stallholders and small-
time entrepreneurs. 'I‘he"amounts‘ range from as
jow 28'P5,000 %0 as high 48 P5 million a z.rsogath;

Bome NPA groups allegedly ask “commission
ranging from five to:10 percent from private
confractors doing multimillion peso projects for
the government and private companies.

In somme provinces of Mindanao, the
extortionists even demand revolutionary taxes
from barangay captairis, municipal mayors apd
councilors. A number:of: pglﬂ_gici_:;ns__were__-_a_iso

reportedly asked to settle unpaid perimits o
campaign (PTC), which became due during the
elections last May. -

The affected businessmen are asking.
themselves whether or not o pay. “If we pay,
we will lose our shirts and would be forced to:
close shop; i we refuse to pay, our lives and’

_that of our family members will be in danger,”
said 2 businessman in Toril, Davao City. i

. Among the.hardest hit .are’ banana,
plantations, big transportation companies: -
operating passenger buses and confractors;

- Justa few months ago, oné banana company.
had to close its plantation in Surigas del Bur -
after losing a total of mtore than P20 million'to. -
the NPAs burning their equipment and packing -
plans since the start of its operation in 2010,
The firm's decision resulted in wersening of -

- joblessness in the area.

Dole-Stanfilco recently shutdown' its
plantation and packing plants in the northern
part of Mindanao after the rebels forched
container trucks early this year becanse the
company refused to pay the revolutionary taxes.

Even Duterte acknowledged that the banang
industry is hampered by the continuous
harassment of lawless groups-in Mindanga: ="

“The greatest challenge of the bansna
growers in the Philippines is really the law
and order, Until and unless you can put together
& country that's bereft of any revoluticnary
tax, extortion and everything, They burned our
property, it’s all becanse of the taxation If
it’s not taxation of the communists, it's
extortion of the roving bandits in Mindango,”
Duterte said during the closing ceremonies of
the 2016 Banana Gongress held in Davao ity -

Tlast Qetober: : 0 0

Big banana plantations, have beep seeking
government support in fighting extortionists
from the communist rebels who are demanding
revelutionary taxes, co et
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Military sets

window

By Florantes. Solmerin

CAMP Aguinaldo will soon open
its:two gates to civilian motorists
with the allowed window hours
only to pass through to help ease
off traffic on Edsa, camp com-
mander Brig. Gen. Allan Martin
said on Monday.

The camp, as an alternate route,
had been requested by the Metro
Manita Development Authority. -

Martin said they would be
charging P500 per “rowte sticker”
issued to both private and public
vehicles for one year omly. . ..

..~ The expiration of the sticker is
_onDec. 31, 2017,

The ingress and egress are Gate
3 along Edsa and Gate 6 along
Bonifacio Avenue, -, - 3

weVartin clagified the route sticleer.
yas different from the regular de.
cl 18sted by the camp, ~

“Decal” can pass through
Gate 1 and they can go fto places .

~allowed inside the] canip. The
 [route sticker] will be just a route
from Gate 6 to Gate 3, and vice

versa,” he said. -
..Martin said motorists could

pass through inside the camp }

from 5am. to9am. and4 pm. to r

|

|

{

7 p.m. during Mondays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays, - ’

- For Tuesdays and Fridays, the
window hours are 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m to 7 p.m. '

* Martin said the General Head-
quarters, Headquarters' Support |
Command had been accepting |
and processing applications for |
stickers, .

He said requirements were the
vehicle’s OR/CR, identification i
card and/or government ID, and
original copy of elearance from the '
National Burean of Tovestigation,

1 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email aga: oacpa.armyZ0t2@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpoiae;ZServing the people. Secu'ring the land.




Armuy Viinn By 2008 2 wnrim—riaos 85mh fASt i 8 griirea oF nafana necie
5 W LLAR B Wornin.siass : ZUAE R RQUrCa oF nahangi nroio

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email and: cacoa.army20 2(hgmaileom ~ Tel no. {02} 845-3

ARE

LM

ocal: A28% 5208

NC December 2016

ENannha Newspoger

Camp Aguinaldo

Page: ?é

stickers ready Thursday

THE Armed Forces will start
issuing on Thursday special

stickers that will allow private -

mororists to pass through Camp

. Aguinaldo to ease traffic along

Edsa. The permit is good for the
whole of 2017.

Brig. Gen. Allan Martin, cont
mander of the General Headguar-
ters and Headquarters Support
Command, said 300 motorists
have already submitted their
applications but only 30 applica-
tions have been so far approved.

“They may start passing (the
camp) once they are given the
sticker...It will be just 2 route
from Gate 6 to Gate 3 (and vice
versa). They cannot go around
the camp,” he said.

Gate 3 is located along Col.
Bonny Serrano Ave. (Santolan
Road), near Katipunan Ave., while
Gate 6 is along Edsa near the Edsa

Pecple Power Monument.
Martin said the special stickers

allow motorists entry to the two

gates from S to 9 am. and 410 7

Thursday and 7 to 9 a.m: and 4
to 7 p.m. on Tuesday and Friday.
Weekends are not covered,
said Martin.
Martin said they have decided
to extend the coverage period
of the measure or until Dec.

31 next year on the request of -

matorists. The indtial plan was
that the stickers will be good
during the Yuletide season until
Jan. 15 next year only.

Martin said the stickers cost
P500, the same amount charged
to military personnel, civilian
employees and their dependents
for regular stickers that provides
unlimited access to the camp.
- Victor Reyes

p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and

i
!
i
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- ByFRANCIS T, WAKEFIELD

hesz_.Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) revealed
- that the manhunt operations
.versus the Maute Group is now
concentrated on the forested

areasin Lanao Del Sur.

"= AFP:Public Affairs Office chief

Marine Col. Edgard A. Arevalo
said that government forces have
already made interactions with
residents in the area to enlist
their support or cooperation in
reporting to them if they see
Y ‘movements coming “from

- the bandits:

“"Well pursuit operations are
still ongofng on those who are

- still hiding, at the forested areas.

Secondly, we are waiting for’.

approval on the recommendation’
to build a military installation or
camp in Butig. We just know
whera the exact location will be,"
Arevaio said. -

. Arevalo said although the _
61 Maute Group fighters were
. aliegedly killed while 12 others

center of Butig is already 100
percent full control of the AFP .

they are stili not allowing the

entry of civillans due to the
possible presence of unexploded
ordnance,

“That's the reason why we had

to add K9 bomb sniffing dogs
for us to find.the unexploded
'ofdh‘aﬁhde_fmdre faster,” said

Argvalo, |
Upon the recommendation of
Army 103rd Brigade command

L3

Col. Roseller Murillo, Arevalo
said they are looking into the
possibility of building a milltary
camo or instaliation to prevent
the Maute gunmen re-setting foot

- In-Butig town.

.The AFP earlier said & total of

were wounded since fighting -
broke out between them and
government troops more than a
week ago.

- He added that 35 soldiers were

“hurt as a result of the clashes,

i The group was allegedly behind

“the Davao City night markef

bombing last September 2, when
15 died and around 70 were
hurt, L
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| petition the Supreme Court
.-B to order the exhumation of
. Ferdinand Marcos' remains,
~ That, after the anti-Marcos de-

' tractors sat on their a-—s (nat-.
ulog sa pansitan) and sonly

. woke up when the Marcos
burial in the Libingan ng mga
Bayani was already in
. progress. That, after their
lawyers—fairly seasoned in
theit own right—had appar-
“ently thought the burial could
not legally proceed before the
15-day period granted for the
“filing of a motion for reconsid-
~eration (MR) shall have lapsed.
oAs it turned out, that no-
tion was wrong. Sheer com-
mon sense simply dictates it
I8 not so much the grace period
as the actual filing and pen-
dency of an MR that makes a
court ruling not yet final and
- executory.

" -Onthe other hand, methinks

~the anti-Marcos lawyers knew
- all along it was next to impossi-
 ble to reverse the Court’s g-5
vote against them. And so,
maybe—but just maybe—they
had intended to file the MR very
“close to or precisely on the i5th
day. Indeed, given the extra
days for the Court to rule on the

't is pathetic . that . some .
clowns_are .now .éyeing. to

NHAT WOULD PUT CLOSURE T0 AN

issue; with, finality, they could..
have gained more tirne to con-
“duct.as many left-and-right in- -
dignation rallies as possible be- -
fore the final ruling could be
‘handed down. That, for me, was

wanting to have their cake and
eat it too. Unfortunately, that
strategy gave fhem less cake
than they desired. :
That said, I do not mean to
worsen any further the anger
and pain now seething in the
heatts of the frustrated millions
of Filipinos. Truth to tell, the

Marcos burial is not—no, it will-
never bel—a closure to this.

country’s age-old political divi-™
siveness. Not unless true justice

is given to the thousands of Fil-
ipinos who were killed or tor-
tured by the Marcos regime.
And the kind of justice | have in
mind is not merely for the sur-
viving Marcoses to kneel down
and apologize for the strong-

- man’s sins; neither is it for hig:.
remainsto'be buried in Ilocos or

inless hallowed grounds, -

Let me call a spade a spade: -

This age-old issue against Mar-
€os is - essentially driven by
money. Proof is, former presi-
dent Fidel V, Ramos has never

" been part of the anti-Marcos ha-

tred, although as then chief of

the Phﬂippi;ae Constabulary he -

MARCOS HATRED

“was theonie directly 'te'épq"ﬁéib.lé
for all of the martial law atroci-

ties: What, indeed, could the

‘martial law victims gain in in-
cluding Ramos - who, . tnlike
‘Marcos, is not known to have

billions of dollars in forelgn
banks to pay them? -~ ©

Put more bluatly, what
martial law’s surviving victims
really want is the monetary
compensation promised to
them by all of the past adminis-
trations (including €ory's), but
whick * remains  unfulfilled
until now. '
‘= An international court has
reportedly awarded the victims'

-claims and already some money

has been ordered set aside for it,
perhaps out of the Marcos
ill-gotten wealth so far recov-
ered by the government. The
problem is the government
seems 1o want to dip its dirty
fingersintoir. . .

Well, . President™ Ditterte -is:
known'to be correcting hig pre~

-decessors’ shortcomings; it is

now up to him to make thejr

'~ promises z reality. Then, only

then, perhaps, may the elusive
closure at least begin to take
shape in oureyes.

RUDY L. CORONEL,
rudycoronel 2004@gmail.com
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Il Libingan ng mga -Bayani

‘wag no cause for surprise. What .

can we expect from his widow

and children? Nothing but lies

and deception.
After all, Ferdinand Marcos

fied about his war medals. He

lied about the teal reason for
declaring martial law, even
.Staging the fake ambush of Juan

Ponce Enrile, Marcos deceived

he manner by Whlf.‘h theh
late -dictator Ferdlnand E. 2 “New
| Marcos was buried in the

_.procIanmmg a-
‘that'resulted in

" the stealing of biliions of public

funds and the énrichment of his
family and cronies. He cheated

the presidential election in 1986

and had himself proclaimed
anew as president. -

- And now this devious way in
wmch he was buried by Imelda
Marcos and her children in the Li-
bingan ng mga Bayani. If the Mar-

- coses think that the burial of the

d:ctator xs the end 1f they think

that unity would be achieved with
_the burial of his remains; then'
they are dead wrong: Victims of

martial law; heman rights grotips,
church’ members; students and
other decent, freedom-Iovmg Fil-
ipinos will continue the quest for
justice and the transfer of the dic-
tator's remains from the sacred
grounds of Libingan.

RAFAEL REY HIPOLITO)
raffy_hipolito2005
@yahoo.com
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Secret weddings and phone-—*-’“
Mosul under IS

Page:

& Hesat on amattresswrthh:s
wife in front of their tent with
former neighbors who also fled
Tat maonth, including %yemid

_ Samma, who remembered hamng ‘o keep hervoi

L .Shaim'aa,,“ -20,&%13.1'{'7;%;6 Aﬁ;-éi}fourlmdhmsag

_ _hve with thousands of other people who fled their homes
- since Iraqi forces launched a broad offensiveto retake
Mosnl in mid-October, they recounted their big day...

; “Iputonawhltewacidmgdr%s Idldmymakwpam-'_'

hazrdo andthen dfsappeared under a black nigab and &
Iong abaya to go from éur house tomy husbami's,” the

young lady said..

“When we reached the house, we 1ocked the doars - -
i andtirned onthe generator so the noise would cover the -
! ‘music. The women were able to pmy whﬂe the Tmen

stayed outside,” her hushand said. - ‘ :
That celebration was in violation of several Iules

' enforced bythephadlsts vghobanned msic, smoking and

checked that no men wemshamngazﬁnowomen shcrwmg :

. their faces,

“1 neverthoughtmyweddmgpartymuldbeﬁket}mt '
I really wanted to wear a suit and shave, I wanted my -
] ] g :':'belemon

. friends to share our joy and, Iwantedto ad
- fown with mymfemaconvoy,”Ahsaxd
* . “The wedding was quick, we thought about going for a.
Tide in town but eventually we were too scared t;o do

~ anything,” she said,

A pietore of their clandeshne Weddmg, wh;ch shows )
Shaimaa wearing a white dress and puttingher hands :
around her smiling hughand’s face, survived the fighting

and chaosthat came when they fled. .

. “Thad a printing shop so Tocked myselfin, pu]led the
shutter dowm and printed the photo because such photos
are forbidden,” he said,

- She said she used to put earphones.on to listen to a

. music she had downloaded to her phone'’s memory card -
T but mobiles were tightly controlled under IS and su'npiy..
" .oangammcardwaspmushable s

Samiha said she used to hide hex phone E memor,sr

" Inthe Hasansham displacement canp whére theynaw card and sim card ms1de a.curtain raﬂmg

Communication wath relatives living outmde the
“cahphate I8 proclaimed over parts of Irag and Syma n
June 201 was complicated and perilous.

Somehody had to stand guard outside the front door
th]e she made a call, usually only a few qmck words:
“How areyou? Goed, Goodbye.” . -

If an IS patrol showed up and sea.rched the house,
they would hide mobiles in large bags of flatir or rice,

said Alia, a 40véarold displacad Woma.n whn now izves n
7 the neighboring camp of Khazer.

Most of the people AFP mtemaved refused to be

‘photographed or give their full names, out of fear for

relatives still living in ISheld parts of Mosul- .. .

In their efforts to cut, off their deniizens from the: rest '
of the world, the jihadists also banned satellite dishes
and some resuients hadto pu}I off nsiqr mcks to watch

“Whent}wjlhadlsts camemtakerrwd]sh Igav_ethem

“an old one #nd hid the other two,” said Adnan, a 46 year-
" old whe also ended up in Hasansham

.. "Every evering I would go to the roof to set up my
dish and watch programs on Terr ghout threa hours,
he said,

“T would smoke in $ecref, play dommos in secret, use
my mobile in secret,” said Hala, a 35vearold woman
living in Khazer, who explamed she would hide her sim
card in her bra. .

“fverything was secret.” R AF.P
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' ang Abu Sayyaf

ABI ni Pres:dent Rodrlgo Duterte, nakahanda

siyang pasukin ‘ang: kuta ng Abu Sayyaf para
matuitmgan ang pamahalaan sa paglaban sa mga
basdidong grupo. Ayon sa Presidente, dapat magbaba .
ng armas ang mga bandido at makikipag-usap siyasa
mga ito. Ayon pa sa Presidente, marami raw kamag-
anak ang Sayyaf at naging ang Maute ‘group kaya
hinihingi niya na makipagtulungan ang ‘mga ito para
matigil na ang kaguluhan. Kung hindi raw tutnlong
ang mga kamag-anak at inga maiimpluwensiyang tao,
mahihirapan talaga ang gobyerno. Kailangan daw
makipagtulung matapos na ang teronsmo

sa‘bansaiios

Hindi na dapat pumasok ang Pres:den e sa kota -

‘g Sayyaf. Hind ito ang solusyon. Ipiubaya ito’

ang mga walang kaiuluwang Sayyaf Kungang mga"ﬂ?'

‘ Ssondalong sapay sa: pakliﬂpaglaban ay. a'yaug— i

kayang pugntan ng ulo ng mga ‘kidnapper na‘ito; :
tivak na kaya rin nilang gawin sa Presidente. Nofmg =
nakaraang linggo, nagbanta ang Maute gronp na pu-
pugutan umano nila si Duterte. Ganito kabangis ang
Maute group at Ialo pa ang Sayyaf dahil marami na
silang pinugutang dayuhan na hmd; nakapagbayad
ngransem. ;..

Ipanbayaui Duterte sa mx]ltar ang pagilpnlsa Sayyaf
at Mante gronp. Naumpisahan na niya ang pagkubkob
sa kuta ng Mante sa Lanao del Sur kaya hindi na ito
dapat thirito pa. Kapag itinigil ang opensiba sa mga: :
dido, magpaparami muli ang mga ito ng miyembro. ] Hindx '

i - namatatapos ang problema sa mga criminal naito.

Ang Sayyaf ay hindi sana namayagpag kuong )
tinuloy-tuloy ang pagsalakay sa mga ite. Pero itimigil

. ng AFPkaya muling nakapagbuo ng fakas at damami

na naman. Nakapag-recruit ng mga kamag-anak at
pinangakuan nang malaking halaga para maakit pa
sumama sa kanila. Bilyong dolyar na ang’ napepem
ng Sayyaf dahil sa pangingidnap. - e T
- Huwag nang tangkmn ni Duferte na pasukmangkma :

SmldﬁlO.Handasﬁaparasalnga g0 ang et LI

i
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ma e gy

(Umversnty of Mnkatl)
2 p.m,— BFP s Fudiciary -
3'30 p m. MA vs

’ 'Standmgs

'Group A; Malacaiang (5-

1), AFP (4-2), BFP (4-2),.

MMDA (3~ 3), Ombuds-
) ﬁveAFPplayersmdnuble'-

‘figinres swith 14 points as -
. the Cayvaliers dominated
_ the Malacafiang Kamao

. man (24).:

Group Bi Customs (6 0),

~ Judiciary (S-I),PNP -2}
NHA (33).©

-~ oy

" DEFENDING champion ~
Armed Forces of the Phil-

“ippines- ended Mala-

"cafiang’s five-game win--
.. ning ron-with 2 7267 win
it advance to the second

round of ‘the 3" UNTV .
» . Cup-held over the week-

"pnd-at the Pasxg Cxty
~-who combined fnr 21'_'

Sports Center. - :
Willy- Casnlla, Jr. led

,__AFP_fNe quns | down Mal

rlght from the start to :
avoifl the embarrassment
of being the first defend-
ing champion fo-be elimi- "
nated rlght in the first
.'rmmd

- Also deliven g
Cavaliers were Bovet

Bautista and Eugene Tan jff.'_'
“Wolves alsomiate it to the’
- second-round following a
hard-earned 76-71 win
over-the Senate Deferiders’ -
in ‘the tournament pre-
sented by UNTV through.

points. -

- With the win, the Cava-

‘Yicrs finished the Group A
- elims tied for second to
third places with Bureau of -

.Flre Protectmn, which::
. closed out itselhms with an: .

$0-73 win aver Ombuds-- o
: Meant;me, Sunday g
: ;matches_wﬂl be aired live:

“The: MMDA" Black -
" foms, Jodiciary, PNP and’

acafiang -

its president and CEO_
Daniel BRazon - <o7inn
Despite the Ioss, the

" Ombudsman Graft Fight--

ers still made it to the next:
round by ﬁmshmg wath a’
2 mmark =
.. The top four" teams i
Group B — Burean of Cos<

NEA — slug it out with the'

-top four teams: from
‘Group A carrying their
- win-lossirecords from. the .

first round.
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8 NDF consultants join hunger strike

By: Nestor P_Burgos Jr.
01:29 AM December 05, 2016

ILOILO CITY—At least 19 consultants of the National Democratic Front have
limited their food intake to call for the release of 432 political prisoners all over the

country.
Some were taking only one square meal a day while the others, especially the

elderly, had two square meals per day. They also partook of crackers and water in

between meals.
One of them was an ailing 65-year-old alleged rebel leader of Panay island.

The consultants, many of them in their 50s and 60s, took turns in fasting from Dec.

3 to 10, the international Human Rights Day.
"We resorted to fasting because of the repeated broken promises of the
govemnment peace panel to work out the release of political detainees,” said Maria

Concepcion Araneta-Bocala.
The 19 consultants, including couple Benito Tiamzon and Wiima Austria-Tiamzon,

alleged chairman and secretary general, respectively, of the Comimunist Party of
the Philippines, were released in August after they were allowed io past bail and

be part of the peace negotiations between the government and the NDF.
Bocala said they assured that at least 200 prisoners would be released before the
November round of talks. She said they were later told that 70 would be released.

“None of these pronouncements have been fulfilled,” she said.
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PMA Honorsl

L

[

Retiring AFP Chief

P
With only a few days remaining before Armed Forces of the

saya bows out of the military service, the
paid him a tribute.

[t

CAMP AGUINALDO, QUEZON CITY ~
Philippines (AFP} Chief of Staff General Ricardo R Vi
Philippine Military Academy (PMA). his Alma Mater,

On 03 Dacember 2016 at Fort Gregoric Del Pilar, Baguio City, the Officers, soldiers, saiiors. marines
and airmen, of the PMA and the Cadet Corps Armed Forces of the Philippines led by the PMA
Superintendent Major General Donato San Juan I bid him farewell in a manner every alumnus of the

Academy would wish,

"To be tendered a Testimonial Parade and Review by PMA—which the outgoing Chief of Staff,

General Visaya deems the cradie of his vauth— is a fitling salute to a son who has given more than

half of his life in the service of country and people.” AFP Pubiic Affairs Office Chief Marine Colona!
Edgard Arevalo said.

Prior to his ascent to the highest military post, Genesral Visaya held several key positions in the AFP.
He was the former Brigade Commander of two prestigious Brigades - the 104th Brigade in Sultan
Kudarat, Maguindanao, Lanao Provinces and Basilan, and 901st Brigade in Bicol Region. He was
also designated as Commander of the 4th Infantry Division in Cagayan de Oro City.

Before becoming AFP Chief of Staff on 04 July 2016, General Visaya was the 28ih Commander of

the Southern Luzon Command.

pressed his gratitude to the entire PMA saying that “This is where jt

In his speech, General Visaya ex
to serve our nation through the noble profession

all started. This is where we ajl realized our dreams
of arms.”

“The PMA is where we were honed o be the best that we carn be, to live the honorable way, and to

be leaders of courage, integrity, and loyalty,” General Visaya added.
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Looking back, Genaral Visaya said his strong desire to be part of change drove him to finish what he
started in PMA and his entire military career.

Coicnel Arevalo further relates that General Visaya admonished the Cadets, especially the
graduating PMA SALAKNIB Class of 201 7, that they are soon to join the noble profession of arms

where challenges ars part of their daily grind.

Their THERIE 88 Cavalisrs will be put in the crucible. That with the virtues of Courage, integrity, and
Loyaity, while made their beacon lights. are the pillars of soidiery they should endeavor 1o keep

upright.

That they, the Cadets, shouid be the military professional they were called to serve God, country, and
people. That they should never fail the Long Grey Line, Arevaio recounts,

"We must act and conduct ourselves with the highest level of excellence and competence expected of
us. Just do your job to the best of your abifity and you will be surprised that what you will receive is
actually more than what you aimed for” General Visaya continued.

General Visava reaches the retirement age of 56 on Thursday, 08 December 2016 after 37 vears of
military service.

General Visaya is a member of the PMA “Matikas” Class of 1983 that has thus produced three AFP
Chiefs of Staff. {Photos from FPAG-AFP)
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www.philstar.com
Court junks Misuari's motion to travel abroad
From the Philippine Star (Dec 5): Court junks Misuari's motion to travel abroad

’resident Rodrigo Duferte meets with Moro National Liberation Front founder Nur Misuari during a courtesy

call at Malacarian on Nov, 28, 2016. PRD/Albert Alcain

[eader Nur Misuari attempted to travel abroad but his reguest

Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF)
aw

was furned down by a Pasig court hearing his rebellion and violation of international humanitarian }

cases,

Misuari ast week filed a motion before the Pasig Regional Trial Court to allow him to fravel to the
Middle East and attend the meeting of the Organization of lslamic Cooperation, City Legal officer Jesus

Carbon said.

Misuari, who was fugitive for more than 3 vears. came out from hiding on November 3 and was granied
temporary liberty after the Pasig court suspended the warran: for his arrest for six months,

The court's relief for Misuari was for him to attend the peace negotiations initiated by President Rodrigo
Duterte's government. It, however, junked WMisuari's motion 1o travel.

"The judge said { cannot do that, 1 can allow vou to travel only if the peace process wili be held not
outside the Philippines.” Carbon toid newsmen at a briefing here.

The Pasig court added that is has no authority to grant the reguest of Misuari as it was not in
connection with the peace process.
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ReCAAP issue alert on the increasing cases of abduction of crew from

ships

From the Hellenic Shipping News {Dac 3} ReCAAP issue alert on the increasing cases of abduction of

crew from ships

As previously reported by the club here and here. ReCAAP ISC have reported a spate of abductions of
crew from ships in waters off Eastern Sabah and Southern Philippines, Now ReCAAP ISC have
published a follow-up incident report entitled incident Alert on Increasing Cases of Abduction of Crew

from Ships.
ReCAAP I1SC repost that they are ‘deeply concerned about the situation of abduction of crew from ships
while underway in'the Sulu-Celebes Sea and eastern Sabah redion’ and make a particufar note that the

perpetrators are becoming more ambitious. Originally, smaller, slow moving vesseis such as tug boats
towing barges and fishing frawlers were targeted. However, it has now been reported that ships of

gregter tonnage are being targeted.

ReCAAP ISC advise that all ships should re-route from the arez where possible and otherwise. ships
should report immediately to the following centres when transiting the ares:

Operation Centre in the Philippine Coast Guard District Southwestern Mindanao for monitering and
immediale responses in any eventualities, (Sat phones: +63 920686 41298/+63 816626 0688, VHF: Channe! 18

with calisign "ENVY”", Emall, hegdswm@yahoo.com)

Eastern Sabah Security Command (ESSCOM)
89863181/016, Fax: +680 89883182, VHF: Channe
Email: bilikgsrakanesscom@jpm.gov.my)

when transiting nearer {0 eastern Sabah. (Tel: +60
i 16 with call-sign "ESSCOM",

Source: The Standard Club ‘
hito/www hellenicshippingnews.comirecaap-issue-alen-on-the-increasing-cases-of-abductior-of-crew-from.

- ships/
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Outgoing AFP chief telis PMA graduating class: Be
competent, excellent

From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 5): Quigoing AFP chief tells PMA graduating class: Be competent, excellent

Uirtgotng Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) chief-of-staff Gen. Ricardo Visavaurged the 2017
graduating class of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) to conduct themselves "in the highest jeve!

of compsetence and excelience",

"We must act and conduct ourselves with the highest level of excellence and com petence-exnected of
us. Just do your job to the best of your ability and you will be surprised that what you will recéive is |
‘actually more than what you simed for,” Visava said as the PMA Corps of Cadet paid him a tribute and
testimonial parade during his final visit to Fort Del Pilar, Baguio City as AFP chief over the weekend,

Visaya will reach the mandatory retirement age of 56 on Dec. 8. He will be stepping down after 37 vears

of military service.

Visava is a member of the PMA Class of 1983 that has so far produced three AFP chiefs.

Prior to his appointment as AFP chief last July 1, Visaya held several key positions in the military.
He was the former brigade commander of two prestigious Brigades — the 104th Infantry Brigade in Sultan
Kudarat, Maguindanac, Lanac Provinces and Basilan, and 901st Brigade in Bicoj Regien,

Visaya also commanded the 4th Infantry Division in Cagayan de Oro City.
Before bacoming AFP chief jast July 1, Visays alsc served as the 28th commander of the Southern Luzon
Command.

“This is where it all started. This is where we all realized our dreams to serve our nation through the noble
profession of arms,” Visaya said in thanking the PMA for the honors rendered to him.

“The PMA is where we were honed to be the best that we can be, to live the honorable way, and to be leaders

of courage. integrity and loyalty,” he added.
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Pres. Duterte now has shortlist for next AFP chief
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 5): Pres. Duterte now has shortlist for next AFP chief

The Armed Forces of the Philippines has already submitted to the Office of the President the shortlist
of possible replacements for outgoing AFP chief-of-staff Gen. Ricardo Visaya.who.is.scheduled-to-

retire on Dec, 8,

This was disclosed by AFP public affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo but said he is not in a position to
reveal the names of the candidates.

"There is aiready.a shortlist butl am not in position to divulge the names but what | heard is that the
'Co‘rh'méridér-im(:ﬁi"éf {President Rodrigo Duterte) is tiow locking and studying the fist {for Gen.
Visaya's) possible replacement,” he said in Filipino.

While all in the list are "very qualified", Arevalo said the AFP is giving the President a freehand in picking the

nexi chief-of-staff,

"We would like to give him ample choices of successors to chose from, or options to chose from, but before we
submit (the names of) possible candidates, all of them goss through a tedious process, taking info account
their command experience, their assignments and experience in handling higher level command,” he added.

Visaya will reach the mandatory retirement age of 56 on Dec. 8. He will siep down after 37 years of military

service.
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DND in the market for Php240-M worth of thermal imaging devices
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 5): DND in the market for Php240-M worth of thermal imaging

devices

To ensure that the military is capable of meeting all kinds of security threats even at night time.the . ...

" Department of Natishal Defense (DND has allocated some Php240 million for the procurement of

thermal imaging devices for the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

This is Lot 1 of the proiect, said DND Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) chair Assistant Secretary

Josue S. Gaverza.

Winning bidders are required to deliver the iterns within 180 caléndar days upon receipt of the Notice To

Proceed,

They alsc must have integrated logistic support.

Prospective bidders should have completed, within the fast five years from the date of submission and receipt

of bids, a contract simifar to the project being applied,

Bid opening is scheduled on Dec. 20, 10 a.m. at the DND BAC Conference Room, Left Wing, Basement,

DND Building, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.
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Ceasefire not working for plantations, other businesses in Mindanao --

stakeholders
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 5)
Mindanao - stakeholders

: Ceasefire not working for plantations, other businesses in

The New People’s Army (NPA) is stiil harassing agricuitural plantations while there is an ongoing
peace talks between the government and the communist rebels, according to businessmen and

agricultural stakeholders in Mindanao.

They claimed that rebeis continue to extort money from companies in Mindanao, among them
agricultural plantations, private contractors, quarrying operators, public market stallhoiders and small-
time entrepreneurs. The amounts range from as low ag PHP5.000 to as high as PHP5 million a month.

commission"” ranging from 5 to 10 percent from private contractors
for the government and private companies.

Some NPA groups allegedly ask "
doing multi-million peso projects

In some provinces of Mindanag, the extortionists even demand revolutionary taxes from barangag
captains, municipal mavors and councilors. A number of politicians were also reportediy asked to
settle unpaid permits o campaign (PTC), which became due during the elections last May.

The affected businessmen are asking themselves whether or not to pay. "If we pay, we will lose our
shirts and would be forced to close shop; if we refuse to pay, our lives and that of our family members

will be in danger,” said a businessman in Toril, Davao City.

Hardist hit

Among the hardest hit are bananga plantations. big transportation companies operating passenger

buses and contractors,

Just a few months ago, one banana company had to close its plantation in Surigao del Sur after fosing a total
of more than PHP20 million to the NPAs burning their equipment and packing plans since the start of jts
operation in 2010. The firm's decision resulted in worsening of joblessness in the area.

Dote-Stanfiico recently shutdown its plantation and packing plants in the northern part of Mindanao after the
rebels torch container trucks early this year because the company refused to pay the revolutionary taxes.

Even President Rodrigo R. Duterte acknowledged that the banana industry is hampered by the continuous
harassment of lawless groups in Mindanao.

ippines is really the law and order. Unil and unless
onary tax, extortion and everything, sinusunog ang
of the communists, it's extortion of the roving bandits
remonies of the 2016 Banana Congress held in

"The greatest challenge of the banana growers in the Phil
you can put together a country that's bereft of any revoluti
property, it's all because of the taxation, If it's not taxation
in Mindanao,” said President Duterte during the ciosing ce

Davao City last October.
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Big banana piantations, have been seeking government support in fighting extortionists from the communist

rebels who are demanding revolutionary taxes,

The President noted that Mindanao is the key to driving developments in Philippine agriculture.
While mining industries and export processing zones can Sprout everywhere, he said, "what would make the

industry valuable is actually agriculture in Mindanao, and only in Mindanao. "

He added that he is bullish about agriculture in the country, and sees that the sactor will "make it big... in the
span of the next 30 years,” provided the country is able to iron oyt law and order, and stop extortion attempts

of bandits on farm owners,

According 1o these businessmen who re _ ]
revolutionary taxes, apart from the uncheckad government red tape and corruption, is on foreign investors who

were invited to do business in the Philippines. Now the business community would fogically wished that the
administration find soiutions to this worsening scenario in the countryside,

The rebels aliegedly are also harassing other businesses in the countryside. Last November 24, the rebels
burned a bus of the Yellow Bus Lines (YBL) in Kiamba, Sarangani. The unit, which coulg easily cost Phps

mitlion, was not the first YBL bus burned by the rebels.

The burning is just one of the four sommunist attacks that happened recently in Region 12, including the
burning of two heavy equipment used in building a road. This was after the November 14 torching of another

YBL bus in Tupi. South Cotabato.

y telecommunications companies, which could set up cell sites fast enough

The same fate is being suffered b
being demanded by rebels in areas selected for the cell sites.

partly because of the big amount

Globe Telecom had openiy admitted that the high cost of setting up cell sites o ue to local government units’
demand, generally red tape in many levels of the government and the rebels’ extortion activities are bartiy to

ary are disappointed that the military and the police

Businessmen asking for protection frc_)m the milit
can’t help to stop the extortion activities after the government declared a unilatera cease fire as nart of

the ongoing peace process. They have been ordered to stay in the barracks.

Worried businessmen are concerned what could the peace talks really mean to thejr businesses since

the rebels are taking advantage of the government's unitateral ceasefire.
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Reds wary about govt sincerity to end insurgency

By: InterAksyon
December 5, 2016 7:

Colors of the National Dermocratic Eront

InterAksvon.com

The online news portal of TVS

BACOLOD CITY, Philippines - The inability of President Rodrigo Duterte to keep the military from unduly
operating in the hinterlands casts doubt on the government's sincerity or abiiity to aegotiate an end to the
almost 50-year communist armed struggie in the country, Luis Jalandoni, the former chairman and now senior
consultant of the National Demoacratic Front of the Philippines peace negotiating panel, said Monday.

Jaiandoni told a forum in Bacoiod City that the "continued miiitarization of the countryside” in the guise of civil-
military actions, such as medical and "peace and development” missions, is a violation of the government's
unilateral cease fire declaration and underminas Duterie's pronouncement of his seriousness “io achieve
national unity and peace" as well as his earfier order to state security forces to "he friendly to the revolutionary

movement and governmant.”

Jatandoni cited one occasion where Maj. Gen. Rey Leonardo Guerrero, chief of the Davao City-based Fastern
Mindanao Command, was suppesed to have declared that they can now sweep in to clear more than 100
barangays in his area of operations beczuse, with the existing cease fire, "the NPA {(New People's Army) won4

fire at us.”

when Guerrero blustered about it, Jalandoni said. "Why didn't he

"We later leared that Duterte was presant”
ilitary forces that have violated the cease firg?"

call him out and why hasn't he disciplined m

He also noted inconsistencies between Duterte's "progressive” pronouncements and the actions of the

government and its forces,

No surrender '
Jalandoni also stressed that the final agenda of the peace talks — the end of hostiiities and disposition of forces

— does not mean the NPA will surrender its weapons and demobilize its forces.

"Never think that the NPA will surrender its arms,” Jalandoni told the forum.

"The NDFP has always declared that the negotiation does not and should not involve the surrender of the NPA
because they are needed to protect the pecople and the people's democratic government, including the
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as well as any gains from a

services it provides directly to the pecple in many of the country's 81 provinces,”
xiernal threats, he sajd.

peace agreement. such as agrarian reform, national industriaiization, and even e
He painted to The Hague Joint Deciaration of 1 992, which lays down the framework for the peace negotiations
and mandates “parity and reciprocity” between the two parties.

Jalandoni explained that, once the last agenda of the taiks is completed and a peace agreement forged, "there
may be a general amnesty for all combatants, both NPA and AFP (Arma?q_ Forces of the Philippines) but there

s Wi|-E-B DS ONUItRlY-RO-SUrrENdEr™

Counter-insurgency
The communist rebels warned they may be forced to terminate their unilateral cease fire and "engage in active
Rodrigo Duterte ends

defense and defend the people” against continued military operations unless President
the counterinsurgency campaign "Oplan Bayanihan."

plan Bayanihan war of suppression and rescind his earlier

declaration that he will not pull out his troops from the guerrilla zones," the Communist Party of the Philippines
said in a statement released at the weekend to mark the 100th day since it declared a unilateral cease fire to

maich that of government to mark the resumption of formal peace negotiations.

President Duterte "must order an end to the O

The Armed Forces of the Phitippines, claimed the CPP, "has maliciously taken advantage of the NPA cease
fire to gain military and politica! advantage on the ground. For the past three months, the AFP has practically

observed no cease fire."

"During the entire course of the unilateral cease fire, the AFP has deployed armed units and maintained armed

presence in centers of civilian communities in," it said.

"Based on partial reports, at least 470 barangays have been affected by Oplan Bayanihan armed operations

since August 26" the CPP said.

"Once the full report is compieted, the number is expected to reach more than 800, Close to a haif a million
people in 43 provinces and 146 towns have been subjected to or were exposed to various forms of AFP
abuses in just over three months," it added.

It accused the military of "deceptively” describing the operations of “fully-armed combatants” as "non-combat

operations” even as troops "occupy barangay halis, day care centers, health centers, gyms. elementary
schools as well as civilian residences," and "do not Spare even such sacrosanct places as the Dap-ay reserved

for community elders in the Cordilleras.”
It said it was "utterly dismayed at the failure of ... Duterte to rein in the war dogs of the AFP", It pressed him, "in

the spirft of peace negotiations and extending the unilateral cease fire declarations," to order the military to
"withdraw its armed combatants from the guerrilla zones and areas under the sway of the revolutionary

government.”

Duterte, it added, "must cast away his iliusion that the (Government of the Republic of the Philippines} has
exclusive dominion over the entire Philippines, adding that in significant parts of the country, there exist two
governments that are at war with each other: the GRP and the people's democratic government which the

NDFP represents.”

Unless Duterte scraps the current counterinsurgency campaign and orders & military pullout from the
hinterlands, it said, he "would be virtually setting the stage for widespread armed clashes with the New
Feople's Army as Red fighters will be forced into active defense posture and defend the peopie against sbusss

by the forward-deployed combat troops of the AFP."
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"He will only have himself to blame if this forces the hand of the CPP o terminate its unilateral cease fire
declaration,” it added.

Marcos burial
Meanwhile, the burial of the dictator Ferdinand Marcos violates a human rights agresment between
government and communist rebels and will be among the issues rajsed by the National Democratic Front of
the Philippines at the next round of formal peace negotiations ir: late January,

LuéS-.Ja.lamdonigw?’@rmef«-cha}rman“’and“n'ﬁw senior consultant of the NDF P'beace negotiating panel, told a forum
and reporters in Bacolod City that the secretive and hurried burial of Marcos at the heroes' cemetery on
Rights and international

peace talks.

Explaining how the burial of Marcos, which Presi
. dictator's family and which the Supreme Court al

Article 2(2}, recognizes "the inherent and inalienahizs
peaceful society, to adopt effective safeguards a ,
the past dictatorial regime."

Jalandoni stressed that allowing the burial with honors of Marcos, whose 14-year dictatorship was marked by
widespread human rights abuses and plunder, violated this by disrespecting the sentiments of the survivors
and the families of victims of the atrocities commitied under strongman rule.
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