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QS In Espmosa
azl raid chars ed |

with murder i

T s By GHIO ONG

Albuera Mayor Rolando Espi-
' nosa initially greeted the police
team. Then he pleaded with them-
niot-10 frame-him: Monients later-.
the lights in his jail cell went out
and gunshots were heard. =

Yesterdav, the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) announced that
Espinosa was executed by members of
the palice Cruminal ,I];Nestlggnon and

. Detectmn Group (CIDG) in Eastern.

Visayas who went to hus jail cell os-

 tensibly to search for guns and drugs.

.+ “It was a rubout.”- NBI spokestan.

- Ferdinand Lavintold reporters yester-.

" day “There was crimnal intent and a
consprracy It was a premeaxtated kall-
mg. the vichims were helpless.”

i The NBI has filed murder charges
agamst the CIDG team that served the
search warrant on the mayor, who was
then detained at the sub-provincial jail
in Baybay, Leyte- -

The serving of the search warrant.
before dawn last Nov. 5 resulted i an
alleged exchange of gunfire and the
death of Espinosa and anather drug—
linked inmate, Raul Yap. .

NBI assistant director fnr Eastern
Visayas Rugy de Vera said based on
! statemen’cq of mmates at the jail’s Cell '3

they heard Espmosa greeting the

o Turn to Page b _ ‘
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. police team from his cell, Cell
. 1, then pleading for hig life and
asking not to plant anything
against him at around 3 am
onMov 5 -

Cell 2 imnmate Donald Pal-

ermo said moments before
gunshots were heard trom
Cells 1 and 7, hghts at Esp1-
-nosa’s cell-were-switched off
by the policeman who shot
him Palermo later 1dentified
the officer as Choef Insp. Leo
Laraga. ; ' i

_At the Senate hearing on

Espinosa’s kiihing, Laraga
admitted that he fired shots at
Espmosa '
Some policemen were also
allegedly positioned 1n front

of Cells 2 and 3 and signaled -

thumbs down, after which no
more gunshors were heard.
.- NBI's Dle Vera added that

‘based on the inmates’ state-.

ments; before the shots were
fired, some inmates were in-
structed to go out, with some
gomg {o the quarantine area,

excépt for Yap, who was lett -

inside Cell 7 and was later
found dead .

. The mvestgator said based -

on ihe inmates’ testumonies,
a polcermart weartng surgical

gloves and holding an uniden-
afied cahher weapon was seen -

entermg the detention tacility af:

ter the gunshots, znd no longer
“held any gun when he came out -

# Terry Abiera. NBI ditector
n the Eastern Visayas region
mamtained that the NBI's mn-
vestigation round that ofily the
policemen fired shots inside
Espmnosa’s cell. - s

.. Based on the sketch of Espi-
nosa’s detention cell, gunshots

g 3 NBI From Phge1 ) 10

camefrom the entrame of the cell
- Also, two bullet holes were

found behind the place whete

Espinosawassupposedly kallec

Abiera explamed that one’

hole was.tound on the wall of
Cell I’s comfort room, which
was 3 15 meters away: trom
where one gunshot came, and
annther was found on a wall
near the double-deck bed,

around 2 3 meters away from,

where ancther gunshot had
originated. .~ 5w oo

“There were even hair

strands on the hole near the
double-deck,” Abiera noted
“Based on the bullet holes,
it-would be impossible that

Espinosa fired a single shol”

Lavin added the NBI ugents
were never ahle to identity
the types of guns used 1n the
shooting and which Espinosa
allegedly used, nor retrieve
dosed-rircuit felevision (CCTV)
toctage trom inside thejail, since
they went to the area four days
atter the madent. -~ = .

. Lavin, however; said there were

no mdications that the CCTV foot- -
+* probe, Olendan, a former in-

age was tampered with

He said “the pieces of evi-

dence, both furensic and testi--
" yronial are a match” and the

MBI has a strong case
The findings prompted the
N3I to file multiple murder

charges agamst Supt Marvin
‘Marcos, relieved head of the

Criminal Investigation and
Deiection Group (CIDGY 1n

Eastern Visayas, and Ius 17,

subordinates, namely: Laraga,
Supt Santi Noel Matira, police

‘Senior Inspecters Deogracia

Diaz and Frtz Blanco; Seniox
Folice Officers (SPO) 4 Juanito

©

eourt i
" Leyte sub-provincial jail last

- Duarte, Melvin Caboy1t and
 BEric Constantino; SPO2 Ben-

" jamin Dacallos and Aphinor
Serrano fr, PO3 Johnny Ibanez,

Lloyd Ortiguesa and Norman
\bellanosa, PO2 Niel Centino,
PO1 Bernard Orpilla and Jerlan
Cabiyaan, civil ofticers Cristal
Jane Briones and Divine CGrace
Sorigaha; as well as six mem-
bers of the police Regional
Maritime Unit ~ C/Insp. Ca-

. lixto Cabillas, Insp. Lucresito

Candelosas. SPO2 Antonic
Docil, SPO1 Mark Chnistian
Cadilo and PO2 John Ruel

- Docylan and Jaime Bacsal. -

Miaircos and his men served
the search warrant againsi

- Espinosa for1llegal possession

ot firearms and against Yap for
possession of illegal drugs.
Lavin said charges of mali-
cious procurement of search
wartant would be filed against
Laraga and Abellanosa, who
had applied for the warrani,
and perjury charges aganst

Paul Olendan, who testified for

the _I;.-}Igphcaton of the document.
" The charges were filed before

* the Department of fustice (DCO])

at 4 p m. last Friday, Lavin saud.
. Acecording to the NBI's

maie al the Abuyog Penal
Colony, testitied before the
t upon hus visit to the

Oct 28, he saw Espinosa hold-
mg a gun and Yap repacking
shabu nside Cell 2, but Yap
was actually detamed at Cell
7 where he was found dead. .

But his co-workers al the
Leyte National High School
in Tacloban City, hundreds

-of kiJometers away from the

jail in Bavbay, saw him report
ior duty as reflected on his
daily time record on the day
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he supposedly testified before
the-court.

Also, records from the Bay—
hay jail also _found no Paul
Olendan siting the factlity on
the same day

NBI fmdm s also revealed
that during ’31 “Oplan Ga-
lugad” on Oct. 30, or two days
atter Olendan supposedly’
testified, only cellular phones. -

-were-seized &om-ﬂne-inma-te& 2

Duterte to critics: - .. mvolved n illegai drugs,

Don’t question my
decision on Marcos

President Duterte has asked .

his critics not to question hus
decision to reinstate CIDG's
Marcos, who was relieved
atter he was accused of being
involved in the narcotics trade

Duterte stressed that as
president, he has control over

the executive department

“T do not have to explain

- to you, the whole Republic of

! qups’uons,

the Philippines and the critics,
why I made the order for him
just to sit down and do not re-

move him Well, actually, Mar-

cos was eventually removed

1 saud place him there, there 15
a purpose. I said ‘Do not ask
" the President said

 during the lighting of a 12-teot
- Chnistmas tree in Malacafiang -

last Sunday. -
“When there is absolute
coniro] and supervision, I can

t modify and mend, revoke any

order 1n this executive depart-
ment,” he added

Marcos” umt was tagged
m the death of Espinosa, who
was one of the politicians with
alleged ties to illegal drugs.

Marcos’ subordinates
claimed that Espinosa was
shot dead 1nside his cell at the

Bay’bay C1ty sub-prnvmc:lal

jaul while resisting arrest. But

ficers and inmates and some
photos, creating suspicions
that Espinosa might have been
a rubout victim :
Espinosa’s son and 5ls-
pec't_d drug lord Kerwm has
accused Marcos of receiving

-rmlhon‘;—from him SR 2

»« Despite accusations that he

Marcos was remstated io
post supposedlv for humaru-
tarian reasons.”

Philippine Natwnal Pollce
chiet Director General Ronald
dela Rosa claimed that a friend
had called him to request the
reinstatement of Marcos -

Duterte eventually admait-
ted that he was the one who
asked Dela Rosa to reinstate
Marcos, which was before the
Nowv, 5 incident. .

Last Saturday, Sen. Lala de
Lima said the President could
be the top drug coddler i the
country because he remstated -
a police official with supposed
ties to drug lords.

Duterte denied the allega-
tion and maintained that his

brutal drive against dru-gs .
L Tt b

would contimue. -
" “So, they are questioning
my motive = Now, they are

assuming that maybe I knew -

aboul the operation then now
they claimed I was the one who
ordered (the killing of Espinosa)
mside (hus prison cell},” he said
“Whatever the reason, that's
my discretion. I promuse the
police and the military: do your
duty, gooutand find these crim-
inals, arrest them if possible But
if they offer violent resistance,
and you think that your life is

4

m danger kill them. And thatis
" my crder until now.”
the statement was contracicted -
by testimonies of some jail o= .- .

- Gag order . f\
~_on jocal media -
The Regional Trial Court
judge who heard the case
against Espinosa’s contact in
Iligan City in 2014 issued a
gag order onlocal media at the
time, it was learned vesterday
— Thejudge had also detained
a lawyer-radio commentator,
who was cited for contempt,
for three days, sources said
Local pohce records showed

- that in 2014, Espinosa’s con-

tact. Lovely Impal, was ar-
rested when she claimed 2
package from forwarder LBC.

Agents from the Philippine

- Drug Enforcement Agency whe

had prior intelligence informa-
tion about the package, arrested
her. The package allegedly
turned out to contain some three

. klos of shab.

A case was filed 1 court,
but was eventually dismissed.

When the case was being
heard in court, judge Arthur
Abundiente issued a gag order
on local media because some
radio commentators com-=
mented on the case.

A lawyer-radio commenta-
tor 1dentified as Rejoice Sub-
ejane was cited for contempt
and imprisoned for three days.

Former congressman Vicente
Belmonte, then chairman of the
House committee on dangerous
drugs, asked for a review of the
case after its dismissal.

Impal reportedly surren-
dered recenily to authorities
in the Autonemous Region in
Muslim Mindanao and was
brought to PNT chief Dela
Rosa. — With 2 :sexis Romero,
Lino de la Cruz
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Bl: Espinosa
rubbed out

24 CIDG, Maritime cops conspired to
murder Albuera r uera mayor

S RETBENA AR e

Ibtera, Leyte Mayor Rolando
Espinosa was a victim of rubout
! and not & shootout, the National

Bureau of lvestigation (NBI)

said yesterday
* With the findings of erimimal mtentand
conspiracy, the NBI recommended fp the
Department of Justice (DOJ) the filing
of multiple murder und perjury charges

agamst 18 Philippine National Police-
Criminal Investigafion and Detection
Group (PNP-CIDG) police officers and six
officers from the PNP Regional Maritime
Unit 8 involved in serving a search warrant
that led te the killing ef Espinosa inside the
Leyte sub-provincial jal in Baybay Clty last ]
November 5.
“It was a rubout We believed that '
there is a criminal intent. There was a con:
spiracy behind it,” NBI spokesmar > 15

e ———

s
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NBI: Espln_osa

ERE

Ferdinand Fayin said dxmng # press :

briefing’ yesterday. -
“The pieces of ewdpnqe and the

farensic exammationscanducte,dhyﬂae %

MBI had matched. We have g stmn&
case,” Lavin added, .- v '
. Faemg multiple murder a are C‘IDu
Region 8 chief Superintendent Marvin
' Marros, Superintendent Noel Matira,
Chief Inspeetor Leo Laraga, Senior .
Inspectors Deogracia Diaz and Fritz .
Blanco, Senior Police Officers. Melvin

Cayobn ,E}ne Constanting, - Ben]amm—-
Dacallos, Juamte Duarte andﬁlpmnnr #

Serrano Jr, police officers Johnny
Ibanez, Norman Abellanosa, NielCen-.
tino, Bernard Orpilla, Lloyd Orfiguesa,
Jerlan ‘Cablyaan ‘Cristal Gisma‘and Di-
vine Grace Songalin Likewise facing the
same charges are PNP Regional Mari-
time Ajnit 8 personnel Chief Inspector
Calixto Canillas Jr, Inspecfor Lucresito
Candelosas, and police officers Antonio
Doeil, Mark Cadilo, John RuelDaculan
and Jaime Bacs'al .

— PEIJIII'y charges

Laraga, Abellanosa, and Paul Olena- . .~

a]lep,edly lymg under oath dlmng courf

. proceedings for the 1ssuance of | sea:ch

warrant ey 13
The NBI debunkt.—d a]l of Olendans

pla.lm Sy o= S

- Olendan had testlﬁed that he sawr

Espinosa holding s gun while sitting on
his bed, and Raul Yap repacking shabu
at eell No 2 on October 28, 2016 Yap Was
likewise killed

. An “OplanGaluéé " o the oells wasl
; conducted on Oct. 30, 2018, whlchylelded
nothung-but cell phones frono-the eells-..-

“It was, therefore, impossible for Es-

‘pinosa and Yap to possess these fireaimos

and illegal drugs inside their respective
cells on the night of the supposed imple-

mentation of tne search warrants . the
NBI stated.

The NBI further said that the apphca—
tion for search warrant was maliciously
obtained by the applicants since the
deponent's affidavit was perjured

The NBI found out that Olendan’s
claim that he entered the Leyvte-sub
pruv1nc1al jail never took place on Oct
28, 2016. _

The supervisor “and co-workers of

“dan dre also facing perjury charges for

Schogl testified before NBI agenis that
on the day Olendan allegedly saw Es-
pinose and Yap, he had reported for work
that whole day. His daily time record
and rew data of biometric alsc revealed
the same.

Other inmates also ciaimed that Yap
had never, even once, left his cell to go
to cell No. 2 to repack shabu.

No shoovout

Based on the findings revealed by
NBI Ragion 8 Director Jerry Abiera, the
bursts of gunfire heard in the early morn-
ing of November 5 emanating from the
cell Nc. 1, where Espinosa was detained,
was nct due te & shootout.

Abiera said an inmate, Donald Pal-
ermao, who was at cell No. 2, told NBI
agents thal potice officers. prior to the
killing, enterec ihe cell of Espinosa.
turnec off the lights, and then “simulta-
neously gunshots followed.”

The NBI investigation also revealed
that a police officer vras seen positioned
near tha cell No. 2 and No. 3, and giving
a thumb-down signa! to other operatives
after the bursts of gunfire.

the operatives were standing.”

NBI agents elaborated that if Es-
pinosa initiated a shootout, he could have
fired toward the door.

Police claimed thal upon entering
the cell, Espinosa fired shots at the
operatives.

But NBI] findings showed that it was
impossible for Espinosa to retaliate by
firing at the walls away from the police
officers.

“Because he knew his cell, he could
have known where to fire his shots if he
retaliated,” Lavin said.

Bullet hole No.1 was seen on the left
stde wall of the cell which is 2.30 meters
away from the door. While another bullet
hote (No.2) was seen near the comifort
room at the back portion of the cell.

It was also disclosed that a hair
strand of Espinosa was found on the
bullet holeNo. 1.

Abiera further disclosed that the bul-
let wounds on Espinosa’s body wasfired
within a seven-inch distance.

Dayan to reveal more
Meanwhile, Senator Leila de Lima’s

Olendan at the Leyte National High

since he promised he will make himself
available we will just allow him to go back
hoime,” Lacson added.

The senator said Dayan was escorted
back to Pangasinan, together with his
wife and children who were also at the
Senale.

“We advised him to compose himself,
to rest his mind so that he can remember
the things he's supposed to remermber. 1
think that’s the proper approeach to help
reboot his memory because it's clear he is
getting confused.” Lacson told reporters.

He said Dayan wanted to say a iof of
things during Monday’s proceedings but
he had ne opportunity to do it.

“If there would be another hearing,
I'm sure he would reveal some more
information,” the senator said.

Lacson said they are convinced that
Dayan is having a hard time recollecting
the transactions and aetivities he had
with de Lima when he was still working
under the former Department of Justice
(DO.J) secretary.

Both De Lima and Dayan have ad-
mitted they were in a relationship for
Seven yvears.
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: Palermo also claimed that- when .
' operatwes were already mside the cell, .,

- Espinosa was heard saying,“Masws-po---

; kayo Huwag ninyo akeng lagyan” = . =
- Palermo also 1dent1ﬁedLaraga asthe
_Ing toreveal more information
- Senator Panfilo “Ping” Lacson, - .
: happened in 2014, Dayan was forced to

nns-  who shot Espinosg. -

- After the ¢ s:multaneous gunshots"

-a pu]n emsn wearmg gloves was seen . chaur of the committer chair eonduct- -
- entering Espinesa’s vell holding a fire- -
arm When the police officer came out,

he was no longer holding the firearm, -

the findings showed

- Prior to the alleged shootout, other 4
inmates at cell No 7, where Yap was -
detained, were ordered fo get out Yap : -
‘was lett alone 1n the cell

- Lavin said a security camera foot-

. stored was nowhere found

- e

Espmoaa knew lus cell

b Abiera further said that if there was .
a shootout, Espinosa could have fired at -
the right directions and not meters away .

tromthedoor . - .

holes that were foritid mside the cell were

- “too far away from the cell’s door WheI‘P

former driver-lnver, Ronnie Dayan, who

“was cited 1n contempt. wds freed from -

" terday by the Senate Public Order and

Dangerous Drugs Committee after vow-

ing an inquiry mto the killng nf Mayer
Espinosa, said the Senate panel has

agamnst Dayan since he has promised
to make himself avaﬂable at the next

scheduled hearng -
It was Sen. EmmanuPI Manny

-defenfion and allowed-to-go- home-yes=-~

- At i:he fourth hearig mto the Es-
Dmosa killing, Dayan finally had the -

-chance totestify before the Senate and

- faceoff with Kerwin to whom he collected
> the P8million in protection mone‘\, and
. -campaign funds for De Limz, -

Afternsisting the- ext'hange ofmoney

agree with Kerwin's {estimony it trans-

~ piredin 2015, after he was shown a photo

effectively lifted the contempt charges

of De Lima together with the younger
Espinusa and his wite taken on Nov. 19,
2015 that was uploaded on Facehook

- “I think he’s 30 tired I think (n due

' time he'll be able to recollect. .] hope af-

Pacqulao who moved that Dayan be
eited in contempt for ailegedly Iying to -

of the Sergeant-at-Arms (OSAA)

age that could have supplemented the ., the senators when pressed about how - -

findings was not obtamed because the = he got to know Kerwin Espinosa, son of

-external drive where the footage was - the slain mayor and a suspected dealer
" ofillegal drugs
. . Because of Pacquiao’s motion, Dayan

A \waq briefly detained at the Senate Office

2=

' “He was cited in contempt because

nobodv Objected yesterday (Monday,
Dee. 5)." Lacson said 1n an interview -

e mveghgahnnshnmtmhunat 'ﬁaﬂ “After a briefing with him Jast night at

** ‘the Office of Sen. (Vicente) Sotto ITI with
(Sen Gringo) Honasan, we agreed that,

7

ter having tully rested maramipa sxyang
marecall” he said. -

* Askedit Dayan can rm'a]l ifhe and De
me went to Leyte during those times
to campaign, Lacson ssud the witness
sald ves.

May na-recall siya na namasyal sila
saLeybe duringthose times Sabi ko, sige
isipin niyong mabuti ano ang mga lakad
ninyo na di mo maalala.” he sard

"He won't, however, divulge informa-
tion Dayan offered during the meeting,
seying he wonlit let the witness reveal
this in the next hearing (With a report
ﬁ‘om Hannah L. Torregoza)
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Panav has new
army commander

. BYTARAYAP . - .

oty

¢ ILOILO "CITY — Colonel Pio

ik DlﬂOSG IIf 18 now the commander

of the 301st Infantry Brigade (301

' IB), the Philippine Army that covers

Panay and Guimaras Islands.
Difose replaced Brigadier Gen-

- eral Eric Uchida during a Dec. 5
. change-of-command ceremony at
. Camp Hernandez in Dingle town,
- Iloilo province.

- In his. speech, Difioso vowed
to continue the directions set by
Uchida. in furlher reducing the
strength of the New People’s Army
(NPA) in Antique, Capiz and Iloilo

. provinces.

AKklan and Guimaras provmces
have been declared 1nsurgency—
free,

Brigadier General J on Aying, the

new commanding general of the 3rd
Infantry Division (31D}, reiterated
that communist insurgency can be
irrelevant and development can
thrive with the “Seven Angels of
Change” approach.
" This integrates peace building;
security sector referm initiatives;
legitimate:use of force; integrated
community public safety system,
upholding the rule of law; grass-
roets community development; and
disaster risk reduction.

8
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"By JEFFREY-C.
_ __TIANGCO. -

gunmen ‘killed a‘vetired
Army officer and four
drug suspects in sepa-
rate shooting incidents
Monday and yesterday
in Pasay and Mdkati cit-
ies, : .
- Killed were retired Army
Lt Reynaldo Ferrer, 61, of
Corregidor St, Bgy Gua-
dalupe Nuevo. Ace and
Randy Goroyon, buth 18, of
Bgy San Isdre. boih in
Makati City, Chmstopher
Dalantan, 31, tricycle drav-
er. and Leonora Donma,
52, of 2297, FB Hurrison
8t., Bgy 13, both of Pasay
Gity : -

Police saxd Farrer died
while bsing tresfed at Saint
Luke's 1n Bomfacio Global
City due to two cal 45
bullet wornds. The gunmen
quickly escaped. after the
inadent. . .

SP0O2 Rico Caramat,

' RIT gunmen kill Army

officer-on-case, g&;ﬂ,the -
sident took place at 1138

" am st the enner of Wr-

daneta Street and Magray-

say Avenue, Bgy CGuada-
lupe Nueve

* "Police said the victim -
was standmg on the mde-

walk when 2 gunman sud-
dendly appeared and shot
him at close range

The gunmun then run
towards a waiting motorey-

cle and sped away

Police saxd the killing*

could ba related to the vie-
tim’s "security agency bust-
ness but refused to give
detaile .

" Earlier at 1 am., Ace
and Randy, wbo were both
on the police drug watchlist,

- were shot dead on Rocyfeller
‘8t., Bgy. San Imdro. by four

alleged members of the
Deadlv Death Squad (DDS)
riding on two motoreycles

The wietims' head and
bodies were riddled with
bullets. Police recovered 20
empty shells for unknown

- Witnesses told polfice
that the vietims were just.
standing”or. ithe sdéwalic
when the anspects-came and
for no apparent resson firad
at them sitceeasively. then
sped away . . e

" Relatives of the

were nsmg drugs, rmghed
them to San Juan de Dioa
Hospiral where they were
declared dead on armval
At 8:30 pm. Monday,
Dalantar was shot dead at
the corner of Chigo and Guy-
abann Sts n Pasay City
Police &aid Dalantar
suffered gimshot wounds
the head and bedy = .
Residents in the area
told police that they heard
8ix puccessive gunshnts
and when they checked,
they found Dalantur
sprawled dead mn a pool
of hix own blood on the
ground 3 = e
Evelyn Viscarrabago,
mother of the vietim. told

91

; o { AR
caliber of gun At ifie scene”

s o g
“who admitted thai both

_E&ISM that her zon, who
already surrendered to the
police “Oplan Tokhang,”
was fetched from their
Bouse by a certain Nike and
_John for st unclear res-
song - - Y !
- Earhier at 2:20 pm ,
police said Dummna, an al-
leged drug pusher, was shot
m the head at closa range
by DDS gunmen 1n front of
8 convemence store at che
-cornier of FB Harrison and
Arnar (former Libertad) Av-
emme, Pasay City .

- Donins was declared
dead on arrival at Pasay
City General Hospital.

Domingo, husband of
the victim, told police
that they were talking to
a friend, Pernando Salag-
ar, when the auspects
arnved
He said the back rider

alighted, approached his
wife from behind and shot
her, He added that the sus-
pecls sped away afier the
shooting meident. -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: cacpa.army20{ 2@gmaii.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Sacuring the land.



Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army thal is a source of national pride

_ OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

December 2016

P e = = did o e 2

Page: [5

Army ranger killed in clash with Maute group

ZAMBOANGA CITY — An Army rang-
er was killed in a firefight with around 20
members of the Maute group on Monday
afternoon. .

Maj Filemon Tan Jr, spokesman for the
Western Mindanao Command, said the
-soldier was the lone fatality from govern-
ment forces since the clashes started last
week. . o :

Tan said 38 soldiers were wounded
while 63 were killed and 17 wounded
from the Maute group as of yesterday

A police commando was wounded
when the militants fired at police and

L]

[0

military personnel during a raid on the
house of Farhana Maute, mother of the
leaders of the Maute group, at around 1.30
am yesterday

War materials and explosives were
reportedly seized from the house.

Meanwhile, security sources said
Abdullah Makaapar, alias Commander
Bravo, former commander of the Moro
Islamic Liberanion Front 102nd base com-

mand, and his followers were monitored.

to have visited the camp of the Maute
group in Butig on several occassions.
- Roel Parefio, Jaime Laude

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02} 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose; Serving the people. Securing the land.



Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

http.//dwdd.com.ph/

AARM 2016 | Top Rifle Shooter is Filipino

Alvin Santiago

. CAPAS, Tarlac (DWDD) — Staff Sergeant Rodney Rizano is named
. i Asean Armies Rifle Meet 2016 (AARM2016) top rifle shooter besting 99

others from 10 ASEAN Armies in the overall individual championship.

Setting two new AARM records (197/200 in match 1 and 99/100 in match
2), Sanoy gets his 5th Goid Medal for the overall individual championship

for rifle category.

Sanoy started shooting for team Philippines in 1999,
With him at the TOP 5 overall were:

No. 2 Sgt Sugeng Widodo IND (Silver)
No. 3 1LT Denny Mentu IND (Bronze)
No. 4 Ssg Rudy Edas PHI (Bronze)

No. 5 Cp! Ariel Taganait PHI (Bronze)

1
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PHL Medal Tally in Ongoing 26th ASEAN
Armies Rifle Meet Now at 21

Date Posted: December 5, 2016 | By PNA

Philippine Army (PA) marksmen have compiled an impressive record bagging six gold, six silver and nine
bronze medals in the ongoing 26th ASEAN Armies Rifie Meet (AARM) which is being held at Camp O’Donneli,

Capas, Tarlac.

Capt. Alberto Caber, Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) public affairs office chief, said the medal
tallies are of Sunday morning.

It can be recalled that AARM 2016 was opened on Nov. 28 and will culminate this Dec. 7.

Caber said the three goid medals were eamed in Rifle, two from Carbine, and one from Pistol (Men) event
competfitions.

Three silver medals were earned in Carbine, two from Pistol (Men) events, and one from Rifle event
competitions.

Nine branze medals were earned in Pistol (Men), 4; Pistol (Ladies), 2; Machine Gun, 1; Carbine, 1; and Rifle
event competitions. '

Task Force AARM commander Brig. Gen. Herminigildo Francisco C. Aquino said that this annual event is all
about friendship and unity among armies of ASEAN countries.

“Our Philippine Army shooters are using locally made firearms. At the end of this event, we are all winners here
as this event strengthens bilateral refations among ASEAN armies, develop capabilities, and contribute to

regional stability,” he added.
Aquino is the current TRADOC commander. (PNA)LGI/PFN

| 2
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Vice Senior General Soe Win attends 17th ASEAN
Chiefs of Army Multilateral Meeting

Posted by Myanmar News Agency
Date: December 05, 2016

i

L

& LadREp AR

Vice Scnior Génerdl Soe Win seen attending 17th ASEAN Chief of Army Multilateral Meeting.

Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice Senior General Soe Win
attended the 17th ASEAN Chiefs of Army Multilateral Meeting (17th ACAMM) at the Philippines International
Convention Center in Manila yesterday.

The meeting was also attended by the Chiefs of Armies from Brunegi, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines.
Singapore, Viet Nam and the Deputy Commander in Chief of Royal Thai Army.

At the ceremony, the Commanding General of the Philippine Army gave words of greeting and the event's
opening speech, and special guest National Security Adviser Secretary Hermogenes C. Esperson Jr. delivered
a speech and posed for documentary photos with the attendees. The generats who are attending the meeting
discussed subjects of their countries. After the evening session, the Commanding General of the Philippines
Army made concluding remarks. Generals of ASEAN Armies then signed the ACAMM Protocol.

Singapore will host the 18th ASEAN Chiefs of Army Multilateral Meeting (18th ACAMM]) in 2017. Vice Senior

General
Soe Win met with the Commanding General of the Philippines Army and Deputy Commander in Chief of Royal

Thai Army at the Sofitel.
Vice Senior General Soe Win and his wife attended a dinner hosted by Commanding General of the Philippine

Army Lt. Gen. Eduardo M Ano and wife in the Luzon Hall of the Sofitel Hotel.

1
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Military integration with local disaster units in Samar,

Leyte ongoing for quick aid during calamities
Philippine News Agency

Efforts are now ongoing to integrate the Catbalogan-based 8th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army with
local disaster risk response units to ensure quick aid should calamities strike its areas of operation.

8th Infantry Division assistant commander Brig. Gen. Cesar ldio in a statement Tuesday said this can be done
through more inter-operability exercises with the local and regional disaster risk reduction councils.

“For our part, we are looking forward for more capacity-building programs that we can work together as we
prepare for the unknowns of tomorrow,” Idio said.

He said such cooperation is needed considering that Samar and Leyte, the 8th Infantry Division's operational
areas, are Jocated in the Philippine "typhoon highway"

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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5 contenders to top AFP post
as A(Jen Vlsaya retires today -

Change of Command Ceremony at the

e P o] AFP Grandstmd in Camp Agumaldo,
Armed “thrces of the Philippines - Quezon City -

(AFP) Chuef of Staff General Ricardo = -~ Visaya, who w:ll turn 56 on Decem—

R. Visaya will officially bow out of ; ber 8, will retire from military service

the rm]ltﬁ'fi 'SE‘I"'vice roday durmg the v “a‘fter mmore” thanﬁvemunths at—> 1 5 T

B contenders;todtop AFP

Visaya’s suCCessor as the 48th AFP. 5

the helm of AFP

Those reportedly i the shor'thst to
replace Visaya are: Lt. Gen. Glorioso
V Miranda. AFP Vice Chief of Staff,
‘Lt. Gen, Salvador Melchor B, Mison
Jr., the AFP Deputy Chief of Statf: Tit
Gen. Eduardo Ano, Army chief, Lt Gen.
Edgar Failorina, Air Force chiet. and
Vice Admiral Ronald Joseph Mercado,
Navy chief.

FPresident Rodngo Duterte, who
is also the Commander-in-Chief of
the AFE is expected to attend today's
activity which will start at 2 pm. He
will be joined by other high-ranking
officials of the military, the police and
.the government

The president 1s-expected to name

chief of staff.

Visaya, whu w111 retire on Thursday
after 37 years of military service, 1s a
member of the PMA “Matikag™ Class of

1983 that has thus produced three AFP

Chiefs of Staff. :

Prior to lis ascent to the lnghest
military post Visaya held several key
positions in the AFP He was the fefmer
Brigade Commander ot 'two prestigious
Brigades — the 104th Brigade n Suitau
Kudarat, Maguindanao, Lanao Prov-
inces and Basilan, and 901st Brigade m
Bicol Region He was also designated as
Commander of the 4th Infantry Division
i Cagayan de Oro City '

Betore becommg the 47th AFP Chief

of Staff in July 1, 2016, Visaya was the’
1 28ﬂ109mmanderoftheSouthernLuzon
* Command

Marine Col EdgardA Arevalm the

chief of the AFP’s Public Affairs Office,
earlier said that President Duterte al-

ready has a short list of names that will
replace Visaya as chief of staff

Arevalosaid that all military officers
with three star ranks or Lieutenant
Generals in the AFP already has a shot
at bagging the top AFP post Evenlower
ranking nfficers might have a shot and
be named AFP chief of staff.

“At the end of the day, the president
will be the une to decide on who Gen.
Visaya s suecessor will be,” he said.

g Farewell visits -

" Gen. Visays has concluded his
farewell visits to field units and saved
the best for last in visiting the 4th In-

P

fantry Diviston Headquarters in Camp
Evangelista Cagayan De Oro City last
Monday.

The outgomg Chief of Staff was
giver an arrival honors by the troops
of the 4th Infantry Division. He was
welcomed by its present Commander,
Maj. Gen. Benjamin R. Madrigal Jr.

“] trace the early part of my military
career as a Lieutenart in this Division. Litile
did T know that I will be accorded the chance
to command this tustrious ‘Diamond’ Divi-
sion,” Visaya said in his'speech - -

“Many other Generals who oc-
cupy key positions in the AFP from the
‘Matikas" Class of 1983 trace their roots
from this Division. I therefore cannot
help but be nostalgic about this unit
that has a special place in my heart, e

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF  Visaya added

Visaya expressed his gratltude to

the men and women of 4ID whom he
considered part of what moided him as
a Jeader He also advised the troops to
contimue the string of accomplishments
that define what 41D 1s named after -

‘Earlier that day, Visaya visited the
1st Infantry “Tabak” Division based
in Labangan. Zamboanga del Sur and
urged them to reffiaim professional n
their duties ,

“Abuses and other malpractices of
the old AFP will be things of the past
I will be pleased to retire comforted by
the thought that will be leaving behind
a more professional, disciplined and
modernized AFE” Visaya said

“1 exhort all of you to remain com-
mitted to your calling in defeating all
threat groups and be the instruments

of change our peop]e deserve "Visaya \}: 5285, 5205

concluded.
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AFP chief retires today:
successor still unnamed

BY VICTOR REYES

GEN. Ricardo Visaya is stepping
down today as chief of the Armed
Forces but Malacafang still has
not announced his successor as
of press time yesterday.

President Duterte will lead
the turnover rites at the AFP’s
general headquarters in Camp
Aguinaldo.

Among the reported top con-
tenders are Army chief Lt. Gen.
Eduardo Afio, Eastern Mindanao
Command chief Lt. Gen. Rey
Leonardo Guerrero, and AFP vice
chief Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda.

Afio and Miranda are class-

mates of Visaya at the Philip-
pine Military Academy Class of
1983 while Guerrero is from
the PMA Class 1984,

Visaya is retiring a day ahead
of the mandatory retirement
age of 56.

The first AFP chief'to serve dur-
ing the Duterte administration, Vi-
sayaassumed command lasi fuly 1.

It is not the first time an income-
ing AFP chief remained unknown
a day prior to his assumption.
Gen. Hernando Iriberri's ap-
pointment as military chief was
ammounced on the turmover day
itself. Iriberri assumed the post
of as AFP chief in July 2015 and

4

retired last April,

- “As in previous changes in
the AFP leadership, announce-
ments are usuzlly made at the
last hour and adds to the antici-
pation and excitement of all our -
men and women in the AFP,”
said AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilla

Visaya’s designation as AFP
chief was announced by the
camp of Duterte a few weeks
prior to his assumption of the
presidency on June 30,

All the 10 three-star generals
and flag officers of the Armed’
Forces are qualified to succeed
Visaya, the military said.
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SOKO; ready to boost AF P capablhty

ingness to help buost the Philippines’
armed forces modernization plan
This came fallowing the first offi-

cial talks between the two countries”

top defense and milifary oﬁﬁc:als in
Scoul . :

Accordmg to the Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA}), Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzara was
accompanied by Armed Forces of

‘RlCﬂI‘dO Vlsaya e Phlhppme Air .
*.. Force (PAFY Commanding General

South Korea expressed its will-

Lt General Edgar Fallorina when
he met recently with South Korean
Defense Minister Han Min-koo and
their counterparts at the M1mst1y of
Defarise m Seoul -

- During the meeting, Secretary
Lorenzana, who assumed his post
upon the inauguration of President
Duterte o June, proposed broaden-
ing current defense and military
engageinents in the field of person-

explonng possible jomt exercises on
dxsaster response and terrorism
The suggestion was warmly
receved by Minister Han whe in-
structed his Joint Chiefs of .':taﬂ" to
look into this matter -~ -~
.Hanalso expressed appreclatwn
to his counterpart for the Philip-
pines’ support during the Korean
War and subsequent reconstruction,
as wellas Korea's current diplomatic
efforts to.counter the provocations of
North Korea at the United Nafions

the Philippines Chuef of Staff General nel training and education, and  and other forums
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—Troops recover gun, exploswes
from Maute mother’s house =

cx =_mmmr.mmm

oint law enforcement operations

Jaunched earty Tuesday morning

by the military and police against

‘ the mother of the Maute broth-

ers. leaders of a terrorist bearing their

name, led to the recovery of a firearm

and several war and explosive materials
m Butig, Lanao del Sur.

. Accoriiing fo Maj. Filemon L. Tan Jr.,
spokesman of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) Western Mindanao
rommand (WestMinCom), members
of the Regional Public Safety Battalion
(RPSB), the Criminal Investigation and
Detection Group (CIDG) of the Philippine
National Police (PNP), and-supported
by the 65th Infantry Battation under the

EaRgs

Joint Task Force ZamPeLan served a
search warrant on Farhana Maute.

Tan said the government team en-
countered stiff resistance froman armed
group posteu at Farhana's residence
that resulted in the wounding of a po-
liceman

The military report did not say it

Farhana was at the residence when the

gearch warrant was served.

The operation led to the recovery of

a firearm and several war and explosive
materials from the side of the enemy

" On Monday, soldiers from the First
Scout Ranger Company, while conduct-
ing combat operations, engaged about 20
members of a local terrorist group. Tan
said soldier was killed in the encounter

that erupted at lpm.  -..0
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Government troops were able to re-
cover an rocket propelled grenade (RPG?
launcher, several RPG ammumuon, and
asteel chainsaw. . :

The body of the slain soldier was
brought to the 103rd Brigade Tactical

Command Post and will later be frans-
- ported to St Peter Funeral Homes. -

As of 7.am., yesterday, Tan sad fire
missions were dehvered to enemy loca-
tions.

So far, 63 terrorisis have been Killed,
and 17 wounded, as against the govern-

‘ment side which suffered one casualty

and 38 wounded-m-action 3=

Tan said the military continues to
mntensify the conduct of focused military.
operations to neutralize members of the
lawless terrorist group.
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Firearms, exploswes |
seized from Maute lair

MAIIAWICIT\' Ihepohce andthemlhmry ;
raided on Tuesday 2 house complex _
of the Maute family blamed for ter-
“+: The police recovered from the
" house complextwo 81-mm moital
cartridges and a Suarez shotgun. -
The taid was conducted while

roristic activities in the country and
recovered fuearms and explostves

+ A Speaal Action Force (SAF) com-
mando waswounded dunngthe raid.
Reports said Police Officer 2 Ro- -
Tande Redondo sustained injuries

when he stepped on a booby trap
bomb that exploded o

" Arrested during the pre-dawn
raid i Barangay Lilod Saduc here
was a barangay (village) official

identified as Hadji Amir Badio, 67 -

The operation was conducted
with search ws:iants at the houses
of Farhana Maute mother of other
accused Abdullah Maute, Moham-
mad Khayain Maute Abdulrah-
man Maute, Mahater Maute, Abdul

' Aziz Maute and Harnsa Maute

for alleged illegal possession .of

firearms and iilegal drugs.

military forces continued pursuit
operation against the jihadist

Maute group at the hometown

of the Maute clan called IS Ranao
while sume government emissaries,
backed by relatives of the Mautes,
are trying to reach out to-youngsters
for possible ceasefire talks.

. No other persons wete found in

‘the compound as it has long been

abandoned since the family mem-
bers were tagged as being behind
atrocities in Mindanao
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Firearms found In house
of Maute brods mom.

By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

_Several firearms as well as war
and explosive matenals were
discovered inside the house of
Farhana Maute, mother of two

“notorious bandits, during a raid

by a joint military and police op-
ergtion. - -
According to Army Major File-

mon I. Tan Jr, the spokesman of -

the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines - {AFP) Western Mindanao
Command (WestMinCom), - sol-
diere "and policemen recovered
two homemade bombs and other
firearms as well as vital docu-

ments that will prove the terror

activities of the Maute Group.

. Farhana is reportedly a chief fi-

niancler of the terror group head-

ed by his sons Abdul and Omar.
The Maute matriarch is known

in their community as a former

government contractor who was

wealthy enough to send his chil-
dren to the Middle East for their

education. e -
The move however was be-

lieved to have led the Abdul and

Omar to be radicalized and form
the bandit group.

. The town of Butig was freec from
the contro! of the Maute group af-
ter several days of constant attacks
and bombardment by the military

20

last week, ieaving part of the town
in rubble because of mortar fire.

- More than 2,000 families fled
their- homes following the series
of fighting between the terrorists
and the government troopers.

An estimatea 62 Maute group
members have been killed while
37 traopers have been wounded
in the military operauon against
the radical group. il

Butig has been cleared of all
Maute group elements Wednes-
day but civilians are not yet al-
lowed to return as the area is
still being cleared of improvised
explosive devices and other traps
laid by the bandits.
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' .-~ Hindi na nagulat ang isang

arsobispo sa napaulat na pagre-
recruit ng Maute terror group
ng mga menor de edad bilang
mandirigma nite. :

Sa isang panayam, sinabi ni
Ozarnis Archbishop Martin fumoad
na matagal na niyarig narrnig ang
tunglkol sa pagre-recruit ng mga
grupong rebelde ng mga batang
mandirigma kahit noong nakatalaga
pasiyasaBasian -

. . Sa isang panayat 5o arsobispo
noong 2014, smabi niyarg may
dalawang -dahilan kung bakit
nahihikayat ang kabataan na

BT SUNDALO PATAY SA BAKBAKAN -
. Recruitment ngMaute sa mga bata, - —
.~ ‘dinabago—arsobispo - " -

sumali sa mga rebeldeng grupo:

kahirapan at kawalan ng gabay ng

mga magulang ’

. SinabiniJumoadnamahalagang
gawin ng gobyerno ang lahat ng
makakaya nito upang makuha ang

impatiya “of our young in the side
of goodness ” T -

Naglabasan kamakarlan ang

mga video ng mga pisikal na

‘pagsasanay ng mga binatilyo para

maging mandirigma ng Maute
terror group. -
" NALAGAS !
Samantala, naknsamsam
kahapon ng umaga ang mulitar

2|

Eadn

at pulisya ng mga baril at mga
gamit sa paggawa ng bomba nang’
salakaym ang bahay m Farhana
Maute, na ng magkakapatid na

‘Maute, sa Butig, Lanao dei Sur. -

Smnabi rin nt Army Major
Filemon I Tan Jr., tagapagsalita ng
Armed Forces of the Philippines-
Western Mindanao Command
(AFP-WestMinCom). na isang
sundalo ang nasawl nang
makabakbakan ng militar ang nasa.
20 miyembro ng Maute, dakong

1.00 ng hapon nitong Lunes

Leslie Ann G. Aguino at
. Francis T. Wakefield
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| Troop slain in intensified ops VS Maute

| - The miitary suffered ts first fatality inthe ongoing operatio:i against the Maute :
group in Lanao del Sur fter elements of the elite Scout Ranger caught up with & |

| terrorist band in Bitig town on Motday after noon, reports sad yesterday The kiling
of a member afthe Army's elite 1st snut Ranger Company (SRTY happered a day

| after the Armed Forces of the Philippines leadership declared t has regam 100 t

| percent contral of Butig after morethan aweekof nfensified assault aganst the Maute

| group The identity of the stain Ranger was ndt made available, Hewas thefirst fatalty |

‘ suffered by the military after the taundhing of mtensified combat operations againsithe

I hornegrawn terror greup- Maj. Filemon Tan Ir,, spokesrhian for the Western Mindanao
Command, said that elements ofthe 15tSRCwere conducting combat operations at

| around 1 pm. when they were engaged by more-or less 20 meinhers of the Maute

1, group in Butig. Relatedty, various war and explosive materials wers sezed by combat |

" police and military operatives during ataid at the house of Farhana Maute, mother of
Omar and Abdillah Maute who are:the leaders of the, Maute terror groupin Lanao del
Sur, Armed with a search warrant, combined elements of the Army's 65th Infantry
Batalion, Kegronal Public Safety Battalion, Criminal Investigation and Detection Group
and loint Task Force Zampelan raided the house of Farhana in Butigat aveund 130
am yesterday. The raid led to-a bref frefight that resulted in the wounding of one \
poiiceman,mfnose identity was not revealed Sezedfrom ihe house were two &1mm
mortarammo, high explosive with fuse. 1al andpnand ashotgun Mario J. Maltarl |

A2

iCE O HE . Up 4 t ,g - v v widla L -
- ( )

Army Core Purposs: [
y Core Purpose: Serving the peopie. Securing the land



Army Vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is & source of nationa! pride

CFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

9’\ December 2016 i "

s

Rody on commumst pnsoners,
No ceasefire, no release

Premdent Duterte has mnstructed gov-
ernment peace panel chairman Silvestre

Bello I to secure a ceasefire deal with

the National Democratic Front (NDF)
before he nrders the release of detamed
CORILUNIStTebelg. ~ oo v
“Produce tome a s1gnedbﬂateral cease-
fire dgreemeni and 1 will release them
withm 48 howrs You can take my word

tor 1t,” Bello'said i a statement yesterday,

quuhing Duterte
“The President tnld us that once he

~ re0pen peace Tnegotiations wi

By JOSE RODEL GLAPANO

receives even Just a facsimile copy of the
signed agreement, he would immediately
order the release of communist rebels,”
added Bello, who 18 also labor secretary.
* Duterte made a campargn promise to
the NDE
Tesenting the Communst Far-
ty of the P Hippmes (CPP) and, its armed
wing, the New People’s Army (NPA)
Bello and panel membet Angela Lib-
rado-I‘rlmdad sought mnstructions from,

A\OCI.}] From Page 1

Malacafiang after the Presi-
dent met with top rebel lead-
ers Benito and Wilma Tiam-
zon in Davao City last Friday

evening Ip the meetmg, the
President said e would keep

his campaigp promise to
release detained commumist
rebels

The \IDP said 454 rebels
are =till being held in different
detention centers all over the
countrv.

Bello's panel submltted alist
of 200 prisnners eligible for re-

L9

Turn to Page 4

lease under the new guidelines
of the Presidential Committee
on Bail, Recognizance and Pa-
role. Twenty-five of them are
elderly. sick and women
During the traditional light-
ing of the Malacafiang Christ-
mas iree on Mondav night,
Duterte said he could not

release more than a hundred
prisoners requested by the Left

‘because the government has

conceded so much already. But
he would release old and sick
political prisoners.

Rights advocates seud the
non-release of all political pris-
oners 18 a continuing vivlation

of theur rights.
- “Whle 1t 1s
true ihai Tresi-
dent Duterte has
-effected the tem-
porary release of
19 political pris-
cners in line with
the peace talks. the
nen-release of all
political detamnees
means perpetua-
tion of the 1njus-
tice against them
which 15 promoted
by 2 legal and jus-
lice system that has
fepeatedl} failed
them,” Karapatan
secretarv-general
Cristina Palabay

said yesterdav
“Lest the gov-
ernment’s use of
the political pris-
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cards in the peace process
will be seen as its vile attempt
to set the stage to renege on
its commitments and obliga-
tions,.they should release atl
of them now 3

“Office of the Premdennal :

Adviser on the Peace Process
‘Secretary Jesus Dureza said that
_ President Duterte has watked
--the ‘extra mile’ on the peace
process, unlike past adrnimstra-
tions which didn’t even move
an inch to comply with thewr
commitments and obligations
Sadly, Dureza and the govern-
ment can't keep up with the
pace and thus seems to be stall-
1ng both parties’ peace eftorts,”
she added.

Karapatan pointed out that
the government under the
Duterte administration upheld 2
all previously signed agree-
ments, including the Com-

prehensive Agreement on the

Respect for Human Rights and
International Humanitarian
Law, which explicitly states
the obligation of the govern-
ment to uphold the rights of
citizens against unwarranted
and unjustified arrest and
detention and to correct the
injustice against them

R

“We also remind President
Duterte and Secretary Dureza
that peace efforis, specifically
on the release of political
prisoners, are not charity
cases. Itis an immediate obH-

gation to render justice to the’
political priseners by releas-

ing them. So while President

Duterte has taken bold steps.

to pursue peace talks with the
NDE these steps won't be-
come stgruficant if his people
are taking their sweet ime,”
Palabay saad
Both the government and
the NDF have declared their
own unilateral ceasefires, but
the two camps are complain-
ing about reported violations
in the field.
For Bello, untl both panels
ree to a set of guidelines,
are techmcally no viola-
tions.” -
He said 1t 15 to the best
interest of combatants from
both sides, specially the ci-
vilians caught in the middle
of the armed conflict, that a
“formal ceasefire is in place
so that we can monitor any
claims of violations.” - With
Rhodina Villanueva, Perseus
Echeminada

a

[2
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HONORING GEN VISAYA | AFP Change of
Command & Testimonial Parade

Alvin Santiago

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGINALDO, Quezon City {DWDD) - The Armed Forces of the
Philippines will be conducting a Change of Command Ceremony and Testimonial
— Parade-for-outgoing-AFP-Chief of Staff Gen Ricardo R Visaya.

This will be heid at the AFP General Headquarters Grandstand at Camp General Emilio
Aguinaldo, Quezon City.

President and AFP Commander-in-Chief Rodrigo Roa Duterte will be the Guest of Honor and Presiding
Officer. AES / MCAG

http:/idwdd.com.ph/

HIGH ENDURANCE CUTTER | Arrival of BRP
Andres Bonifacio (FF17)

Alvin Santiago

ssrare  MANILA (DWDD) - The Arrival Ceremony 1o formally welcome the
w U e Philippine Navy's third Weather High Endurance Cutter Barko ng Pilipinas
~ (BRP) Andres Bonifacio (FF17) will be held on Dec. 8, 2016 9:00 AM at
Pier 13, South Harbor, Manila with Sec. Delfin N Lorenzana, the
Secretary of National Defense as the Guest of Honor and Speaker.

The highlight of the event will be the tribute and recognition to the laudable efforts of the sailors who were
instrumental for the ship’s safe and successful voyage to the Philippines.

Just like BRP Gregorio del Pilar (FF15) and BRP Ramon Aicaraz (FF16), the other two Del Pilar Class Frigates
(DPCF), FF17 will be primarily important for the PN’s maritime security and sovereignty patrols in line with the
Navy’s mandate to protect the people and the state. NPAO / MCAG

4y
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FORMAL ACCEPTANCE | Turn-over and Blessing
Ceremony of the 2nd Batch of Two FA-50 Aircraft

Alvin Santiago

COL JESUS VILLAMOR AIRBASE GRANDSTAND, Pasay City (DWDD) -The formail
acceptance, turn-over, and biessing ceremony of the second batch of the FA-50PH
Fighter/ Surface Attack/ Lead-in Fighters Trainer Aircraft (F/SA/LIFTA) with tail numbers
003 & 004 will be conducted at Colonel Jesus Villamor Air Base Grandstand in Pasay

City on December 8, 2016 at 2:00 pm.

Secretary of National Defense, Hon Delfin N L.orenzana will serve as the Guest of Honor for the ceremony.

Prior to the formal acceptance, turnover and blessing ceremony, the aircraft had undergone an acceptance
flight for three days by the End-users test pilot with the presence of the Technical inspection Acceptance

Committee (TIAC) members. AES / MCAG

2
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Philippines, Russia negotiate military
cooperation

Gloria Seloza

Russia government photo

Philippines National Defense Department and Russia Defense Ministry held a bilateral meeting December 5 in
Russia. The meeting was held in the business-like manner, Russia Ministry of Defense said. The Philippine

defense delegation was headed by National Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana.

“The negotiations were held in course of building up agreements on bilateral military cooperation, which had
been achieved at the meeting of the President of the Russian Federation Viadimir Putin with the President of
the Repubiic of Philippines Rodrigo Roa Duterte on the summit in Lima,” Russia Ministry of Defense said.

“In course of the meeting, [Deputy Defence Minister Anatoly Antonov] Anatcly Antonov noted that Russia and
Philippines were facing common threats, main of which was internationa! terrorism. He also informed Rodrigo
Roa Duterte about fighting of the Russian Armed Forces against terrorism in Syria,” it added.

During the meeting both parties confirmed that development of military cooperation between the countries is to
promote strengthening of security in the Asia-Pacific region.

23
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More Marines sent to secure Maguindanao,
Sultan Kudarat

By John Unson

Philippine Marines disembark from a troop transport. File photo

SULTAN KUDARAT, Philippines — The Philippine Marine Corps on Sunday has augmented its forces
securing coastal towns in Sultan Kudarat and Maguindanao provinces with an additional battalion to heip local

authorities address fanatical Isfamic militants.

The 2nd Marine Battalion, comprised of more than 500 Marines, was welcomed on Sunday by residents of
Kalamansig town led by Mayor Ronan Garcia.

The unit will join four other battalions under the 2nd Marine Brigade based in nearby Lebak town also in Sultan
Kudarat.

Gen. Alvin Parrefio, brigade commander, was also present in the welcome honors that local officials extended
fo the Marines.

Parrefio said the battalion wilt be engaged in peace-building and humanitarian activities while also performing
security duties in local communities.

The Marines are popular in Central Mindanao for having driven away more than a hundred Khilafa Istamiya
militants from Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat in late 2015,

That operation resulted in the deaths of seven jihadists and the restoration of government control over their
enclave.

The outiawed Khifafa Islamiya used the black flag of the Independent State of irag and Syria while it operated
a “shadow government” from its camp southwest of Palimbang.

At
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CAMP GUILLERMO NAKAR | A Drug-Free
Camp

Aivin Santiago

CAMP GUILLERMO NAKAR, Lucena City {DWDD) - A total of 249 military personnel and civilian employees
of Southern Luzon Command (SOLCOM) went through a surprise drug-testing earlier today December 6, 2016

resulting to zero-user or a drug-free Camp Guillermo Nakar.

The random drug test headed by
§ #-|ieutenant —General- —Ferdinand —F —
Quidilla AFP, Commander,
. ﬁ SOLCOM was done immediately
@5 after the physical fitness of our
8 personnel as part of the continuing
| effort of the AFP to eliminate
personnel who are involve on illegal
drugs and to support the campaign
of the PNP on counter drugs
operations.

Lieutenant General Quidilla wanted to ensure that the headquarters of SoL.Com is a drug free unit and camp.
He also undergo the drug test to set an example to the Pangkat ng Magigiting personnel that we shouid not get
involve ourselves on drugs because we are one with the PNP to crackdown high drug-risk syndicates to

protect the Filipino people and the nation.

The AFP has already recorded a total of 44 military personnel found positive on drugs in the first 100 days of
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte campaign against iflegal drugs and they are already undergoing the proper
disposition of their case in accordance with our military justice system. PAQO SOLCOM / MCAG
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Maute group taking refuge near MILF areas in Butig

Rappler
The military says the Maute group is taking advantage of the peace process, confident that the military will not attack

MILF areas

=

eace monitors were sent'Butig after complairnts that military offensive has gotlen too ciose to

“ACE MECHANISM.
MILF areas. Photo from the military

The Moro Isiamic Liberation Front (MILF) has expressed "concern” that the military offensive against the Maute
group in Butig, Lanao Del Sur has gotten dangerously too close to its camps inside the town.

"That is a concern," chief MILF peace negotiator Mohagher Igbal toid Rappler. MILF has several camps in the
town where the local terror group inspired by the {slamic State (ISIS) raised the black flag of the global terror

group.

The military claims the members of the Maute group have been attempling to take refuge near MILF areas to
take advantage of the peace process, confident that the military will not attack MILF areas.

"We saw that. They feel safe. Baka hindi namin galawin (They think we will not touch them) because of the
peace process. Maaring ganoon (it is possible). Gusto nila (They warnt to) drag [the] group na yun sa gulo na
to (in the clashes),” said Colonel Rosseler Murillo, ground commander in Butig.

The MILF concern was raised on Saturday's (December 3) special session of the Municipal Peace and Order
Council (MPOC), that gathered the town's residents. A local official sent by Butig Mayor Dimnatang Pansar to

talk to the MILF relayed their concerns.

"Medyo malapit na bomba kagabi. Huwag masyado ilapit sa kanila. Pinakita nila sa akin mga tumama (The
bombs were dropped their areas. It should not be too close. They showed me where they hit)," the emissary

reported during the speciai sessior.

The International Monitoring Team (IMT), 2 mechanism under the peace process, sent its monitors to Butig the
following day to check the situation.

A
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Mistrust vs MILF

Some of the residents present at the special session claim some MILF members are helping the Maute. A
resident complained how the MILF had prior knowledge about the military offensive against the Maute, citing

how one of its members announced details of the attack on the radio.

labal maintained that MILF commanders are not involved, but he cannot give an assurance that all their

members have stayed away from the clashes.

"Commanders none. Elements, | don't know," Igbal told Rappier, "Of course, we are not allowig our members
to join the Maute group,” he said.

The situation highlights the complicated situation in Butig, where most of the residents are relafives but are
members of different groups. Blood ties may prevail when clashes erupt.

The MILF also asked the military not to pounce on houses in barangay Sandeb, where many of its members
reside, especiaily when they are not meeting resistance there.

Murillo sought the assistance of the residents to guaraniee that Maute members have not taken refuge in the
barangay.
"Ang request ng Sandeb, huwag tirahin. Pero kung may magbabaril sa Sandeb, pwede. So siguraduhin natin

ha wala, Kailangan namin tulong niyo," said Murille. (Sandeb is requesting that we don't hit the barangay. But if
we are fired upon, we can respond. So let's make sure that there will be no resistance. We need your help.)
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PNP, AFP raid Maute compound in Marawi City

(2nd UPDATE) One Special Action Force trooper is wounded in the raid

SUSPECTS. A banner across the street fronr a military camp in Marawi shows the faces of suspected
members of the Maute Group. Rappler photo

MANILA, Philippines (2nd UPDATE) — The Maute compound in Marawi City was raided Tuesday morning,
December 6, as troops continued pursuit.operations against the leaders of the local terrorist group that has

pledged allegiance to the Isiamic State (ISIS).

One Special Action Force (SAF) trooper was wounded in the joint operation of the police and military.

The military's 65th Infantry Battalion, and the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanac (ARMM) Police
Regional Office's Regional Public Safety Battalicn (RPER) and Criminal and Investigaticn Detection Group
(CIDG) implemented search warrants against several members of the Maute famity.

Search warrants for the violation of the country's firearms and iliegal drugs laws were issued by a
Maguindanac court against the homes of Farhana R. Maute, Abdullah R. Maute, Mohammad Khayam,
Abdulrhaman R. Maute, Mahater R. Maute, Abduf Azis R. Maute, Hamsa R. Maute and Mahater R. Maute.

By 2:15 in the morning, government forces "dominated the area of operation and immobilized all persons
inside the target houses without any resistance," according to a report from the Philippine National Police
(PNP) Special Action Force (SAF), which provided tactical support for the operation.

One SAF trooper, PO2 Rolando Redondo of the 103rd Special Action Company, was injured when an
improved explosive device set off at target 4 of the area. He was brought to an Army ambulance right away.

Government forces also recovered the following: two 81-mm mortar cartridges and a Romeo-Suarez shotgun. -

The Maute brothers — Omar and Abdullah — grew up in Marawi City. The town of Butig in Lanao del Sur, where
they camped out and recruited locals to their organization, is the hometown of their mother. lt is less than 2

hours away by tand from the city.

Clashes first erupted between the military and the Maute group in February this year, prompting the local
government to abandon the municipal hall and hold office at the neary buiiding of the National Irrigation

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Authority. The military launched a massive offensive against the group in late November, that killed 49 alieged
Maute group members and wounded 21 soldiers.

The terrorists have since refreated, occupying areas close to the camps of the Moro islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) in Butig. This prompted the MILF to raise concern.

The military claims the members of the Maute group have been attempting to take refuge near MILF areas to

take advantage of the peace process, confident that the military will not attack MILF camps. But some
residents said they suspect MILF members are coddiing Maute members. — Carmela Fonbuena/Rappler.com
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Trooper killed in offensive vs Maute Greup in Lanao del
Sur

Philippine News Agency

A trooper was killed foliowing an encounter with an estimated 20 members of the Maute Group in Lanao Del
Sur Monday aftemoon, Western Mindanao Command Spokesperson Major Filemon Tan said.

During the firefight, Tan said one soldier from the 1st Scout Ranger Company was killed while an
undetermined number of terrorists were killed or wounded.

Government forces continue to pursue the Maute Group for its attack on Bufig which starfed Nov. 26.
A six-day military offensive drove the terrorists from the town Dec. 1.

Tan said troops recovered a rocket-propelled grenade, an undetermined number of RPG munition, and a steel
chainsaw.

"As of Dec. 6, 7 a.m., fire missions were delivered to enemy locations. The enemy has, to date, incurred 63
killed and 17 wounded, while the troops suffered one killed and 38 wounded in action,” he added.

In a related development, a firearm, assorted war and explosive materials were seized by joint police and
military operations against Farhana Maute, the mother of the founder of the Maute Group, during operations in

Butig town, Lanao Del Sur 1:30 am. Tuesday.

Tan said the Regional Public Safety Battalion and the Criminal investigation and Defection Group supported by
the 65th Infantry Battalion under the Joint Task Force ZamPelan participated in the operation.

An armed confrontation ensued, resulting in the wounding of a police officer, while undetermined on the
enemy, he added.
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Soldier slain in clash with Maute Group

By: Philippine News Agency
December 6, 2016 12:53 PM

An armmored personnel camer near damaged buitdings in Butig, Lanado del Sur after the military retook the fown from the Maute
Group. {photo by Richet Umsl, AFP!

MANILA, Philippines -- A soldier was killed in a clash with suspected members of the Maute Group in Lanao
Del Sur Monday afternoon, Western Mindanao Command Spokesperson Major Filemon Tan said.

Aside from the slain member of the 1st Scout Ranger Company, Tan said an undetermined number of the
gunmen were also killed or wounded.

The clash happened as government forces continue to pursue the Maute Group after dislodging the extremists
from the town of Butig following a weekiong offensive.

"As of December 6, 7 a.m., fire missions were delivered to enemy locations. The enemy has, to date, incurred
63 killed and 17 wounded, while the troops suffered one Killed and 38 wounded in action," Tan said.

Meanwhile a police officer was wounded in a firefight during a joint operation on the home of Farhana Maute,
mother of Maute Group's founder, in Butig early Tuesday morning.
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President Duterte sets conditions for release of political

prisoners
Philippine News Agency

President Rodrigo Duterte has said he will only order the release of 130 political prisoners if the government
peace panel and the National Democratic Front (NDF) sign a bilateral ceasefire deal during talks in Oslo,
Norway this week.
“produce to me a signed bilateral ceasefire agreement and | will release them within 48 hours. You can take
my word for it,” Government peace negotiator Silvestre Belio |l quoted the president as saying.

In a press statement released by the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process (OPAPP)
Tuesday, the president (said)_the government has already conceded far enough to the NDF. But he aiso
promised to release a number of elderly and sick detained rebels before Christmas Day.

“The president told us that once he receives even just a facsimile copy of the signed agreement, he will

immediately order the release of communist rebels,” Bello said.
Bello sought instructions from Malacanang after the president met with top rebel leaders Benito and William

Tiamzon in Davao City on Friday evening.
In that meeting, the president said he would keep his campaign promise to release detained communist

rebels.
The president, however, gave his latest instructions

Monday evening.
The government panel holding peace talks with the NDF has submitted a list of 200 prisoners who are eligible
for release under the new guidelines of the Presidential Committee on Bail, Recognizance and Parole

(PCBREP).
Twenty-five (25) of them are elderly, sick and women. The NDF claimed 434 rebels are still being held in

different detentions all over the country.
Four rebels convicted for murder and kidnapping were already given presidential pardon as announced by the

Secretary Bello Friday last week.

They were identified as Martin Villanueva, Bonifacio Suyon, Dindo Absalon and Rico Bodina.

They have served sentence ranging from 18 to 26 years. All are farmers.

Although both the government and the NDF have declared their own unilateral ceasefires, the two camps have
been complaining of reports of violations from the field.

But Bello said until both panels agree to a set of guidelines, “there are technically no violations.”

The labar secretary said it is to the best interest of combatants from both sides and especially the civilians
caught in the middle of the armed conflict that a “formal ceasefire is in place so that we can manitor any claims

of violations.”
“sRemember, one life saved is one more happy family,” the government chief negotiator said.

During the formal opening round of the peace negotiations, both the GRP and NDF panels agreed to submit
drafts on bilateral ceasefire. But the NDF later said the ceasefire is tied to the release of ‘political prisoners’.
President Duterte earlier ordered the release of 21 rebel jeaders who are now acting as consultants of the NDF
panel holding peace talks with the government.
The president made a campaign promise to reopen peace negotiations with the NDF, which is representing the
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its armed wing the New People’s Army (NPA). '

The Philippine government and the NDF will resume formal peace talks in January, possibly in Rome, Italy.
“The weather is a bit better in Rome than in Oslo, Norway,” Bello cited the reason for the change of talks’
venue. The first two rounds of formal peace negotiations with the NDF under the Duterte administration were
held in Norway whose government is facilitating the talks to put an end to nearly 50 years of armed rebellion in

the Phitippines.
The guerrilla war being waged by the CPP-NPA-NDF is now Asia's longest running active insurgency

movement.
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No bilateral ceasefire, no release of political priscners —
Duterte

Philippine News Agency

There will be no release of a substantial number of detained communist rebels unless a bilateral ceasefire
agreement with the National Democratic Front of the Philippines, President Rodrigo R. Duterte said.
“Produce to me a signed bilateral ceasefire agreement and | will release them within 48 hours. You can take
my word for it,” a press release from the Office of the Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process quoted the
president as having instructed government (GRP) peace panel chair Silvestre Bello ili and panei member

Angela Librado-Trinidad.
But the president vowed to work on the release of a number of elderly and sick political prisoners before

Christmas Day.

In an interview last Sunday, Anakpawis Rep.. Ariel Casilao he said some 165 political prisoners, of whom 25
-are eiderly and 140 are sickly, will be released before Christmas Day.

“The president toid us that once he receives even just a facsimile copy of the signed agreement, he wilt
immediately order the release of communist rebels,” Bello said. '

Bello and Librado sought instructions from Duterte after he met with NDFP consultants Benito and William
Tiamzon here Friday evening where the president reaffirmed his promise to release political prisoners.

The OPAPP press release said about 20 prisoners are eligible for release under the new guidelines of the

Presidential Committee on Bail, Recognizance and Parole.

The NDFP claimed that 434 poiitical prisoners are still being held in different detentions all over the country.
Last December 2, the OPAPP announced that Duterte had signed an order granting pardon to four rebets
convicted for murder and kidnapping.

They were identified as Martin Villanueva, Bonifacio Suyon, Dindo Absalon and Rico Bodina.

Villanueva and Suyon were convicted for kidnapping while Absaton and Bodino served time for murder,. The

NDFP said they have aiready served at |east 18 years.
“These rebels have long been recommended for pardon but the previous government did not sign the draft

order to release them,” Bello said.

The third round of formal peace negotiations will resume on the third week of January 2017 in a neutral venue.
Presidential Adviser on Peace Process Jesus Dureza said he has reaffirmed the government's commitment to
“walk the extra mile for peace” and assured that efforts have been undertaken for the release of the political
prisoners.

But Dureza, in a statement, explained that necessary legal processes take time as the cases are within the
jurisdiction of the judiciary which, he noted, is “an independent and co-equal branch.”

“Earnest efforts have been ongoing on the releases of prisoners.... We understand their angst and impatience
but we are all forgetting that these efforts were never possibie nor even imaginable in the previous times,” he
said.

He said the Duterfe administration has made the reieases of political prisoners possible.

He added he is appalled by some sectors who criticized the GRP panel for “not delivering enough and for the
perceived delay,” although he said they serve as good reminders that they need to do more.

“But putting undue public pressure on the government which has already taken unprecedented steps may not
yieid their intended results. President Duterte has exercised bold political will to quickly resuscitate the peace
process from where it was. And he does so also mindful that there is a need to balance things taking into
account the processes that must be observed and the whole citizenry that he must also engage and serve,” he

said.
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