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By CHRISTINAMENDEZ

_:.'“govemment is one with the internatio
-flang said yesterday.

v Presidential Communications Of-
[ice Assistant Secretary Ana Marzie

dex; improving peace and order and.
the honest-to-g odness ¢ampaign
ainst corruption. R

~worldwide Human Rights Day~'wi
“(donot) condone hurman rights vio
Banaag said the administration 15 lations and-we are against any extra o B
_not tolerating extrajudicial killings, judicial killings,” Banaag said ove That is so true that this govern-"
_contrary to reports in international - state-run Radyo rig’' Bayan. * " 'ment, this administration, the Presi-
-media regarding the rising number  She also said President Duterte dent is working so hard and it is not
‘of deaths in the conduct of Duterte’s and his Cabinet are continuously all about the drug 'war it is all about
‘war ondrugs. working to make lives better for the ' lot of things that the President is
“Yes, we are one with all the Fili- Filipino people as proven by the all- ¢ oncerned about and especially o,

!ﬁb_peopie_an&.aﬁthose celebrating “time high consumer confidence in-

cal: £28%

Pagea .0

AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2042@gmail.com - Tal no. (02) 845.8555 Lo

JFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC ' 0. &
' Serving e pecpie. Securing the land.

. v i —i i
Army Dore Furpose Serving the




I~

L
Ak

&

SFFIC

£ OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emai add: oacpe. army 201 2@gmait.com - Tel no. (62; 84S

allewatmg the phght of the
ted

Banaag also underscored:
the need for the people to
look at the more positive
developments happenmg un-
der the barely six- month~old_

h

admzmstratz{)n rathe

focus.on the issues brotight

~about by the Presiden

vicious campaign against

aga@@ From: Page 1

___cirugs .
“This

if we focus on

good side,

.of the Presxdent’s pnorihes
: she said,

mierit are’ Workmg ‘and do
ing their best to improve the

specially now that it is Christ- -

mas season, right? That there -
-are many developments in.

the country, which are subject

On Friday, Bangk Sen--'
tral ng Pilipinas (BSP).
Deputy Governor Diwa
“Guinigundo said. :
~of the latest quar
sumer Expectatio
CES)- showed

..9 2 percent in the fourth.

guarter from the previ-
cus 2.5 percent in the thll'd
guarter. :

“This is the second con-’
secutive quarter that con-
sumer confidence regis-"
tered a positive reading,
indicating that the number

of households with opti-
mistic views increased and
outnumbered those with.

pessimistic views,”
gundo said.
He said the conﬁdence m—'

Guini-

dex had been in the negative '

territory since the CES was
launched in the first quarter
~of 2007. It only turned posi-
tive in the third quarter of
this year.

The United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly adopted the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in 1948 and
set its observance every

-Dec.10in:1950 through reso-.;
“lution 4230

For this year, Human

" Rights Day is a reaffirmation

of “our common humanity”

and for everyone to stand up
for the rights of others — in
the streets, in schools, pub-

-lic transport, and on: soc.;,ai :

media,

“It starts with each of us.
Step forward and defend the
rights of a refugee or migfant,
a person with disabilities, .

~an-LGBT person,'a woman, -
-a child, indigenous-peoples, - -
"'a minority group or anyorne -

else ‘at risk of d1scr1m1nat10n-"
or violence,” the UN s::ud on
its website. :
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STORY 3Y JODEE A. AGONCILLO AND DEXTERCABALZA

-

Omn a night of Christmas parties, motorcycle-riding
gunmen took no break and found their targets. Their
atfacics left several alleged drug addicts and pushers dead,
and happened, ironically, as the country ioined the world
in marking International Human Rights Day. Hundreds of
activists joined marches to caillon the government £o -
end its violent rethoric or risk a public backlash. g2

i
!
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- Coioma remained under Ob".f_f_
:" servanon at the ospnm as of -

case, the Pasig police’said Colo-
: ma was:also on the Iocal list of
. users andpushers :
Around. 11:30° p; m - Fnday,
Istma es 26-year-old Gerard. John Aman-
and heavy holiday traffic, mo- | di, was shot dead along Esguer- -
torcycle-riding gunmen toék'no - ra Street, Barangay Pinagbuha- :
break and found their fargets. © " tan, also in Pasig.
Their attacks happenede as’:. - Around g:40 p.m., 32-year- _

and Dexter Cabalza
@Team_Inquirer

: p -
ij'Fnur assaﬂants barged into the
house and shot him in the head
growing number of extra]udz— rand body,before escapmg
cial killings under the govem-"_ . :
ment of President Duterte: .. =

' day Killed three 'r¢
cntxcally wounde
with the police say)

the' spct from several gun
wounds to the body. - L

:Two hours earher 45+ year- was
old manicurist Evelyn Coloma, " Bu5 am on. Fnda” ymen oma

- motorbike.”

FFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL J5Local: 5285, 5295

-Coloma’s daughter was__ in

the toilet when gunshots’ were-
heard. She rushed outside
saw her bloodied " ‘moth
slumped on the ground and
guninen fleeing on a motorbike
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K
Cathol:c nuns join
Rights Day inthe country -—-MARIANNE BERMUDEZ °

was shot on M. Almeda Street, streets, theu‘bodies mutilated..  Palabaytold the Inquirer. .
Barangay Sto. Rosario-Sitangan. - The actmsts urged the gov- -Palabay noted that it wounld

Pateros  police chief,: Supt. thy ;be ‘wise for:Mr.. Duterte. to..“re-
joel Villanueéva, noted that the ; governrnent poli- -
three attacks had something in ~public discontentce 'arucula_\xl toward: human:

killings, warning that gromng
ouldleadtoa

common: They involved: four' “fate similar to that'of deposed ':'nghts _reisehewouldsaoil“face-’"

motorcycle-riding  hit men  dictator Ferdinand Marcos ' challeng s in his presidency.”
: . “Historical experience s showed _

wearing helmets and bonnets. . They said Mr.

A% indreds marched” to' ’
imark Human Rights Day on Sat= grmdmg pover
: ___-'.Presxdem: Duterte’s of- - claimed was the root cause of
id it wanted the pohce to d: |

. "More  than 5000 people s K
have been killed in the antidrug If you say [to the pchce}_ that ‘I" '_
campaign,"either_ by unknowi _haveyouxbaclq Jus ur}ob’ ' torburedand‘m ooowere a.rrest- :
vigilantes in drive-by shootings --that s an open enc . ed for opposmg hzs maﬁed fist -
or by policemen-who supposed- ‘fule:
iy shot them for putting up d°
fight during arrests. Some have

been found abandoned on the":
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and Dignity Movement (iDefend).
stressedit was fmportant for the
public to speak up and become-
the -“critical dpposition,” which:
would urge the President to do
what isrightand proper. . . e
. “The number of those killed’

in ‘Oplan_ Tokhang' has in- :
‘creased,” added Irma Balaba of -
the National Council of Church-
es of the Philippines. She said
that while the poor were griev-
Ing, the police were “having a
‘party shooting and killing” .
. ICs said that a regime that -
said it espouses change is show- -
ing signs of being a fascist
- State,” she said. N

. _ Refect ;
‘Assistant Commumications H
Secretary Marie Banaag stressed
the government rejects extraju-
dicial kiliings, which she claimed !
wete all-being investigated by
police. O ' ;
M. Duterse, who has lashed {
out at critics of his antidrug cam-
paign, had said that the vigilante-
Style deattis were not state-spor- |
sored and were due to in-fighting
“among rival dritg gangs. He has b
brisded at international calls for
-him to- ebserve” human rights,
_cursing -US.President” Barack
~Obama, the United:Nations: and
- the European Union. . c
= He'has since softened his fone _
~after a phone: conversation with
i USPresmentmeiectDonaIdTrmnp,
- whom he said stipported his unre-
lenting and bloody campaign, -
© . The President recently vent- .
ed his ire on hurman rights defend-
ers who he said blamed him for
ordering the deaths, “wrrreporrs
FROM JOVIC YEE, LEILA SALAVERRIA AND
KRISTINEFELISSE MANGUNAY NG~ -
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3 soldiers killed in clash with Abu Sayyaf

From Rappier (Dec 10): 3 solidiers killed in clash with Abu Sayyaf

The group that clashed with the military is believed fo be led by Abu Sayyaf senior leader Radullan Sahiron

Three soldiers were killed and 10 oﬂ'i_éa-s.wounded in a clash with the Abu Sayyaf Group in Patikul,
Sufu, Saturdavy morning, December 10, according to sources in the security sector.

The 38th Infantry Batfalion led by Lieutenant Colonel Viademir Villanueva was conducting focused
military operations in the area of Bud Taming in Barangay Kabbon Takkas when they encountered a

group of over a hundred members of the Abu Sayvaf at around 10 am on Saturday.

The group that clashed with the 35th IR is believed to be led by Abu Sayvaf senior leader Raduillan
Sahiron and sub-leaders Hatib Hajan Sawadiaan, Yasser igasan, and Mujer Yadah,

They exchanged gunfire for nearly two hours before the Aby Sayyaf withdrew with an undetermined
number of casualties, according to the sources.

Rappier is withholding the names of troops killed in the encounter pending notice to their famiiies.
Two Huey choppers immediately airifted government casualties where they could be given medical atention.

The firefight with Sahiron’s group means the military had gotten close to the Abu Sayyaf leaders,
subjects of the troops’ months-long manhunt,

The military intensifed operations against the Abu Sayyaf as President Rodrigo Duterte expressed fears about
the influence of the [slamic State (1S1S) among extremists in the region, particularly about plans to establish g
caliphate in Southeast Asia, including the Philippines.

The Abu Sayyaf is one of the country's homegrown terrorist groups that pledged allegiance io SIS, (READ: 4
PH terror groups link up with pre-ISiS figthers in region)

The peace process with the communist National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDF) allowed the military
to move troops to Sulu to address the Abu Sayyaf threat.

Attacks in other parts of Mindanao, including the bombing of the night market in Davao Cityand the Maute
Group's occupation of the Butig Municipal Hall. are believed to be tactics to divert military attention from the
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It was apparently a covert anti-kidnapping operation. Malaysian maritime policemen ended up killing 3
suspected ASG members, the initial report reaching the military said.

Philippine military and police officials have been validating this initial report with their Malaysian counterparts
as of posting time.

There was no information whether Malaysians were injured or killed in the firefight that ensued.

The AFP said Hamid's death "is a big blow to the ASG as it neutralized one of the notorious bandit leaders and

wiil degrade their capability for spetting and kidnapping victims in the future."—

http:/iwww rappler com/nation/155125-abu-sayyaf-kidnap-malaysian-policemen-sabah

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




- . T S
L Wiggen By 9008 & weeirlnlase 41 T Iharg
G B JO0E 2

T & equrne A nak

angl nerle

i
el

OFFICE OF THE ARMY

IEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Emaii add: oacna.army2012@amall com - Tel na. {02} B45-8555 | ocal: 5285, 5295

4
!

December 2816

-+ The police and military are
on'full and red-alert amid the
high terror threat in Metro Ma-
nila due to the holiday season.

The National Capital Region-
al Police Office (NCRPO), forits
part, said it was on full alert for
the Miss Universe pageantto be
held here in January, although
there are no specific threats to
the event itself.

Mational Security Adviser
Secretary Hermogenes Espe-
ron fr. confirmed the threat
without identifving the groups
plotting to sow terror in the
National Capital Region and
other key areas.

. But he said government
security forces were closely
watching the activities of these
groups or individuals.

“We have recovered bombs.
5¢ indeed there's a Level 3
terror threat. But this is not
. "t'_o_' seare: people concerned:

“{military) troops are on red:

alert while the police (are) on
full alert,” he said.

- Esperon was referring to the
recent foiled bombing 0; the US
embassy with the use of an im-
prov-iseg explosive device {(IED)
and the recovery of another [ED
in Bulacan last Wednesday.

- Combined military and po-
lice operations resuited in the
arrest of four suspected Muslim
extremists with links to the

- Maute terror group.

%“ ho! § 0 -J

By JAIME LAUb'E"gnc:l ROBERTZON RAMIREZ

"To counter thege prevaumg
security concerns, Esperon said
the Philippine National Police _
(PNP) increased its police’ vis-
ibility and patrol. operations,
while military and police intel-
ligence work had been doubled.

- He also said a combined
ready strike force had been
organized to directly deal with

£5¢ groups or individuals if
ever they would make a move
in the metropolis. .

- “These are possible threat
gToups,” Esperon said when
asked if the terror threats were
“comiung from the ranks. of the
Balik-Tslams; the Matite groug
or the Ansar al-Khalifah in'the
Philippines, which are based
in Manila and other key areas.

. Esperon called on'the public -
to be vigilant and report tun-.

Miss Universe
. preparations -
- Forhis part, NCRPO diréc-
tor Chief Supt. Oscar Albay- -
alde said the full alert status
was imposed as some Miss
Universe candidates started ar-
nving in the country on Friday. -
The Philippines is the host

countty of the 65th Miss Ur
versé pageant on Jan. 30
. Albayalde said one polices
woman wotild be assigned to-
escort each candidate. - R
- Instead of putting up check- -
points, Albayalde said po- .
lice officers would be going:
around the venues for the ac.
tivities related to the pageant.
But he said the candidates and
the public have nothing to worry
about since the PNP did not
receive any threats to the event, -
For the regional events, A]-
bayalde said that personne] of
the Police Security Protective -
Group would escort the candi-
datés in'coordination with:the
local Security Broup:: i
InBaguio City, the 250-strong
Hotel and Restaurant Asso.. .
dation of Baguio (HRAB) said -
nothing could stop the City of
Pines from hosting the Miss: -
Universe contestants, e
Alocal court denied
nd the local govers
‘conduict of a month-lon
raising Christmas baz,
Melvin Jones grands
Andrew Pinero, the group’s
media officer, said they would -
continue to-do their part to
promote the ity to the world,
The bazaar was supposedito.
generate additional funds for
the local organizers to be able -
to defray the huge expenses to -
be incurred during the visitof
some 24 contestants to the city.

aaratthe
tand but
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~ HRAB has paid P14 million
out of the total P25 million
hosting fee to the international |
organizers of the pageant to
_guarantee the ‘visit of the se-

cted contestants to the city on
-Jan. 18 The first .

Tected contest;

million was paid to the organiz-
ers last Nov. 7 upon signing of
the: contract, while the second
trariche was paidlast week. The
third and fourth tranches will
be paid sometime in January,
before the contestants’ visit.
© .. Aside from thé P25-million
($500,000) hosting: fee, HRAB -
“will be responsible for the pay-
ment of the withholding tax,
mncome tax, food, accommoda-
tion, transportation and the four
floats to be used by the contes-
fants 'when parading arotind
the'dty. - e e
In"Lingayen, Pangasinan,
Metro Manila Development
Authority chairman Thomas
Orbos said during the Breakfast
Club media forum at President
Hotel that more roads would be
opened to the public ot just for -
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COTABATO CITY (PNA)

of the Maute terror group who were evaghng
military troops hot-on-their trail were killed. ..
- in a clash with-Moro Islamic Liberation Front. -
(‘\/.EILF) ﬁghters inthe boundary of Magumdan~-.
‘Ho'dnd Lanaodel Surprovinces’ yesterday

- v

Five Maute

o s members : affatrs Von:Al Haq, MILF fighters said the clash

with the Maute group began Fnday mommg B .
the thick forests of Mt. Cararao; . .
- “They were trying to cross the border obvz-- -

_cnist to'avoid the military operatwns izl yg

Accardmg to MILF vice ehair for mlhtary

terrorists kﬂled |

in clash. «'

Butig,” Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr, Gth _

--'--Infantry Division chief, told reporters:

- From Friday’s clash,, ‘the fightmg_”-

?i'iii-centmued antit yesterday Woundmg one’ -

: MILF fighter.~

i Under the gevernment and MILF
peace agreement, the military and Moro

“rebels are bound to cooperate in inter-

. dieting eriminals and terrorists.in areas.

i .-rdentlﬁed as MILF commumtaes-

- Haroun ‘Al-Rashid Lucman, also the

(ARMMD has instructed Vice Governior

- region’s social welfare secretary, tode- -

“termine if the clashes. have resulted in

~the'dislocation of civilians. :

- “Social workers in the reglon have d15—
. tributed tons of relief supplies in Butig,
. site of Maute-military clashes that af.
feeted 11 barangays and displaced 3,468

familes,

+* The military reported 65 Maute ter—
.’rorist group members killed while the
Army suff&red three fatahtles arid 19

“injured. .

~ The mﬂltary usmg hea»yarhilery and
: _‘atrstukespoundedonMaute strongholds
i Buhgmumczpahty, Lanao del Surafter
- raising the Islamic state'in Iraq and Syria
_ (ISIS): ﬂag at’ the";old town halt: to mark
'_*.thelrt:e' ¢ F

o vember 30 after ¢ earing the
" -area of terrorxsts d atlowed the retum
of residents to thelr homes after assumng

© i The! mxhtary'operatzon against the
_ termnst group, however will continue in

- areas . where” retreating members have -

. sought refuge to- prevent them ﬁ'om re-
+. grouping and sowmg terroranew.
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ASG 1eader

in Samal
kidnappmg

" Theleader of the Abu Sayyaf Group,
which kidnapped three foreigners and .
a Filipina in Samal Island'in 2015, was
kilied with two of his coborts in a clash
with Sabah authorities in Lahad Datu,
Malaysia as their bid to carry out an-
other kidnapping was foiled Thursday.

This was confirmed Saturday by
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
Western Mindanao Command (WesMin-
Com) spokespersonArmy Major File-
mon Tan Jr, who said validated reports
showed that Abraham Hamid, leader of
the Samal kidnapping incident, and two

-of his-still unidentified-cohorts; were
killed'in a shcotout Wlth Malaysxan' :
authorities. : :

Tan said two other Abu Sayyat
members were apprehended and were -
identified as Samsung Alian and Awal
Hajal, while two others were declared
missing.

Hamid, an ASG spotten was identi- -
ﬁed as the leader of the Abu Sayyaf .

John Rldsdel Kartan Seldnngstad and“
Maritess Flor on Septembet 21,2015at
the Ocean View Resort in Camudmud i
Samal City; Davao del Sur L
He was also tagged in the klduap- :
ping of four Indonesian cfew members -
of Tugboat Henry recently. -5
The said Abu Sayyaf members
-were prevented by security forces in'
" Sabah from executing their kidnapping
plans by engaging them m a surpnse '
shootout. :
Tan said the speed board utxhzed”
by the Abu Sayyaf members was sunk :
during the fight. s o
Tan said the death of Ham1d was
a big blow to the ASG bécause it will
degrade the bandit group’s ability fo
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By Francisco Tuyay

a1 ALAYSIAN security forces killed a leader

' . of the Abu Sayyaf kidnapping group

' andcaptured two of his cohorts ina |
.\ foiled kidnapattempt in Lahad Datu

Ma!aysna Saturday afterncon.

The attempted kidnapping oc- -

curred only hours after three sob-
diers were killed while 10 others
were wounded in 3 clash with the

--AbusSayyaf grodp: in- Patrku[ Suiu.
E : Sayyaf leacler as Abrahar Hami i

who is befieved to have been'fe- -
sponsible for the kidnapping. of
two Canadians, one Norwegian. .

on Satirday morhing.

Major Flemon Tan, spokésman
ofthe Western Command, said Ma-
laysian authorities are stilt looking

for two more Abu Sayyaf béndits.

who disappeared after Malaysian

navy vessels sunk their speedboat :
_'around 2:40 p.n. Saturday: =

< Tah sidentified: the siam..,}\b

and a Filipina at a beach resort ik
Samal City on September 21 last
year. ’

mid and his men had just landed

Malaysian authorities said Ha- |

at.the shore of Lahad. Datu town..

'm Sabahion-an alleged mission to
snatch ‘another: batch jof victims

when they were Intercepted by'.

* Malaystan security forces.

. Hamid is also believed to be be-

hind the attack on the Indonesian
tugbooat Henry which was travers-

ing waters between Tawi-Tawi and

- Lahad Datu when the bandits in-
tercepted them and: forcxbiy ook
~fourof their five crewmen hostage:

The death of Hamid is a big

Blow to' the:ASG as it neutralized

one of the notorious bandits lead-
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er and will degrade their ca‘pabii'z_ty
for spotting and kidnappmg vic-
firns.in the future Tan said.

Tan.said - the two. captured ASG
bandits were identified. as Sam-.
sungAllanand AwaHejals—-— -

- The folled: kidhapping hap-
penéd shortly: before the start in
fanuary of a joint army t_rasmn_g.
program agreed between the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia and Malaysia to
secure the Sulu Sea from rampant

piggense Secretary Dglﬁn Lo-
renzana had earlier explained thgt
the trilateral training would begln
with each of the three countr:es[
training their own army'pgrsonr_}e
in January 2017 before joint train-
ing later in the year. TumtpA2

' The military training will take piace
in Indonesiak Tarakari: in North- Kaij-
mantan, Ma!aysia’s-:‘"!_’awau i
where |ahad Datu.js & d;
:Pﬁ’iﬁ_ppines’-BoanlaO}Js sl

v Indonesian Defenss Minister Ryam-

izard Ryacudu said the three training
tocations would fater “become out.
posts for a joint task force assigned-to

‘help secure Syl Waters, -

The trilateral training was agreed he-
tween Lorenzana, Ryamizard and Ma-
laysian defense minister Hishammuid-
din Hussein in a series of meetings that
started.in August. Sl

Earlier on Saturday, the 35tk Infantry
Battalion, led by Lieutenant Colone] Vi
ademir Villanueva, was hotding military,
operations in Barangay Kabbon Takkas

a;

The ‘group that clasha “with: the

35th IB is believed to be led by Aby

Sayyaf senior leader Radulan'Sahiron |
and sub-leaders Hatip Hajan Sawac-
jaan, Yasser lgasan, and Mujer Yadah. -

Tan said the hi-:
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Malaysian security forces
have killed a key member of

- the Abu Sayyafin a shootout

in waters off Sabah in Bor-

‘neo, the Philippine military

said on Saturday,

Abraham Hamid had Jed
the kidnapping of several for-
eigners from a tourist resort
in the south last year, two of
whom were later beheaded.

“The death of Hamigd is &

big blow to the‘(Abu Sayyaf)
as it nentralized one of the
noterious: bandits and will
degrade-their capability for
spotting and kidnapping vic-
tims in the future,” said re-

‘glonal military spokesperson.

Maj. Filemon Tan. =

~ ... Two other militants were:

killed alongside Hamid in the
shootout with Malaysian po-

‘lice in Lahad Daty in eastern

Sabah, hes_a_id.

been involved in the kidna

ping of . four -Indonesian

crewmeninAprik '
There have been a spate of

- kidnappings of Malaysian and

Indonesian sailors at sea in
recent months that have been
blamed on the Abu Sayyaf.. .

3 killed; 2 arrested

While Hamid and two
militants were killed, Sabah

security forces have ar ested
twa others, ed...
. 'Sabah'p chief Abdul

Rashid Harun told AFP the

Incident was ‘the Malaysian -

authorities’ first direct con-
frontation with ' suspected

kidnappers in the waters off

 lawould cooperate to fghtthe
recurring kzdnappmgs-m o

-

p-
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ROTC cadets eyed
for disaster relief

THE humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief [HADR) capabilities
of the Reserve Officers Training
Corps were highlighted during
the 2nd National ROTC Summit
on Saturday.

There is more tg ROTC than
military drills and formations
under the scorching sun, Colonel
Edgard Arevalo, Armed Forces of
the Philippines public affairs of-
fice chief, said, citing ROTC units
can act as force multipliers du-
ing calamities and provide initial
HADR efforts.

The summit, held at the AFP pa-
rade grounds in Camp Aguinaldo,
Quezon City (Metro Manila), is
in line with President Rodrigo
Duterte’s order to re-institution-
alize the ROTC program,

Some 600 ROTC cadets and
cadettes participated in Satur-
day's activities.

. “The key initiative of the surms-:

mit is to re-institutionalize the
ROTC Program in response to
Presideat Duterte’s pronounce-
ment and the military's own
desire to revive one of its sources
of qualified, disciplined, and
nation-loving leaders of the
country,” Arevalo said.

This year's theme is *Paghubog

sa Kabataang Pilipino Tungo sa
Makatao, Makabavan at Maka-
bansang Mamamayan,” he added.

ROTC training was intro-
duced to the Philippines in
1912, when the Philippine
Constabulary comunenced with
military instruction at the Uni-
versity of the Phifippines.

[t has been the main source of
reservists in the Armed Forces.
The number of ROTC enroliees,
however, significantly declined in
2002-2003, following the imple-
mentation of Republic Act No.
9163 onthe establishment the Na-
tional Service Training Program,
which made the ROTC aptional
as one of its components.

“We alm to showcase the ad-
vantages of the ROTC program,”
AFP chief Lt. General Eduardo
Afo said. "The program will
deveiop the youth's leadership

skills,-discipline -and-love for

the country.” .

“The nation needs prepared

citizen soldiers to defend and serve:

the country. We have to show the
youth that the ROTC program
is the best means to train them
as they rise up to the occasion
to serve and defend our country
when needed,” he added. PNA
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Mablblgo ang smumang grupo ng mga destabnhzer
na pataisikin sa puwesto si Pangulong Rodrigo Ditgite’
dahil tapat sa-administrasyon at handang-magtanggol:
Jgito ang; mga szmcialo ng Armed Forces of the Fhifip
pines.
- Ayon kayAFP Chlef of Staft Lt Gen Fduardo o
tapat'sa‘sinumpaang wungkulin at Chaiii'of Commarnid ™
ang AFP troops para mabuyo sa anumang ust ng ¢
destablhzatlon 1
=Una nang isiniwalat ni Pangulong Rodngo Duterte
nia pinaplano umano ng moa ‘dilawan’ na patalsikinsiya
sa kapangyarihan $a pamamagitan ng isang kudeta.
Sz kabila nito, sinabi ni Aflc na wala silang nario-
monitor na may mga grupeng nagtatangka naibagsak
ang administrasyon ni Panguiong Duterte perc patloy ©
namang nakaalerto sa lahat ng oras, 5
Sakalt namang may magtangka, ayon Kay :
hindi ang mga ito magtatagumpay. (Joy Cantos}.
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By Teﬂ Tuwera _

Presuient Dm:erte fast Frlday
warned ‘his: “friends™

{NPAY — to stop extortion and
harassment aetivities in Mindanao.

In his speech during the
groundbreaking cersmony of a
hydroelectric power plant in
Bukidnon, the Commander in Chief
addressed the rebeis telling them
not fo destroy government or
private projects and infrastructures
that benefif the people in the
countryside.

“The NPA gperates like this: if

December 20186

B O
communist New People’s Army

you don't give them (money), they'll

“burn you. Listen-te me: Don't you b
" dare move anything'sthat:for-the -
.pedple’— energy, communications,. ..

everything. You have better just
stop,” Duterte said.

The President also turned the
tables for the Reds, saying that
instead of giving in hastily o their
demands in the ongoing peace talks,
it is the Philippine government's
wills that should prevail.

“I have given so much too soon.
Do not put the term there, dont
give me a timeline because this will
be a long and winding road for the
negotiations,” he said.

QFFICE OF THE. ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.amy2012@qmail.com - Tel no. (02) 8453555 Local: 5285, 5295

“Yes (_the ’\EPA} are my fmends

wants to minimize harm in his
home-istand of Mindanao from the
NPA's opeérations, Duterte wants
the gueérrillas to consider invading
“imperial Manila.”

“Go .and colleet your
revolutionary taxes from those in
Maniia. Go there and raid those
big corporations. I'll instruct you
where they are,” he said.

Meanwhile, the WNational
Democratic Front (NDF), in a

“But if the Commander in Ghief

A

Page: 7

statement, mulled that a bilateral
ceasefire’ agreement could be inked.’
oni'the ti'urd week of January”

¥
a.nnounced its wﬂ]mgness to sit down

- with the government peace panel

and work on a bilateral ceasefire
accord and have it ready for signing -
by the third week of January by the
parties’ respective principals,” NDF
chief negotiator Fidel Ageaoili said.
Ageaoili, however, said that they
are thinking twice on the
President’s sincerity to deliver the -
release of their nabbed comrades
onge 2 bilateral pact — which is
Buterte’s very condition — is signed.
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later statements were, accc}rdmg to Stratfm, a notabie
“about. face for Lorenzana” because “he had edrlier”
suggested that Pxes1dent Rodngo'fDuterte s threatsfjj

F!IIpIﬂGS glad to see US do

West Phil Sea maneuvers | but |
not our"govemment

E agree wnh the Gnlf News comment and re-

government “is highly unlikely to allow the US
mihtary to use Philippine territory as a springboard for
so-called freedom of navigation operations {FON OPs)

port last week {on Dec. 8) that the Ph111ppme '

through disputed parts of the South Chma Sea” quo‘ang '

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana.”

The Stratfor brief retelling of the report said: “Ma-
nila hopes to aveid antagonizing China, Lorenzana
said. US naval vessels and aircraft sometimes stopped

-in-the:Philippines during such operations under the -
-prevzous Philippizie governmerit. Meanwhile, the Phil- -

ippine Coast Guard received on Dec. 8 the second of =

10 multi-role response vessels pledged to it by Japan..
The Philippine president’s diplomatic agenda and
unorthodox approach have enabled him to reap the

benefits of multiple partnershxps, but that fzeedom

Won 't last forever

':'.ercxses:between the Ph]hppmes and the United States

Sec Lo:enzana was also reported 10

have been put on hold,” Agence France Press reported :
on Oct 7 that Sec. Lorenzana also said that the 107 US -
troops ‘operating surveillance drones against Muslim *
militants in Mindanao would be asked: to.leave once’

the Philippines acquires those mtelhgence—gathermg

capabilities for itself. Mr. Lorenzana also said that the .
Philippines intends’ to buy weapons from other coun-

tries liké China and Russia, and the Philippines could'
make up for a loss in US military aid.

‘human nghts 1mprovements, the beneﬁts of the deal "
__;for the Philippines will continue to be substantial -
and serve the country s strategzc Imperanves in the -
South China Sea.”. :
- After President Duterte 5 lavmhiy happy v1s1t to Chma ;
in October, there was what' Stratfor calls a “strategic -

recalibration on both sides.”

:/And soon our two.coun-

tries seem to be about to adopt a joint mechanism of

control over Scarborough/Panatag shoal.

. But the fact is that China has decided to occupy Pana- -
tag and has statloned its Coast. Cuard ﬁrmly around 1t :

“toexercise control
. Earlieritwas the C

to normal now. :But our fishermen are saying that
-unlike before they are able to do their livelihood

__ vy that had blockaded Panatag, ;
. China has allowed-_Fihpmos to fish in the waters
‘around Panatag - And it looks as if things are back :

~only outside our shoal and with. the permxsszon Of ;

antag 1
-and a future source Qf greater Wealth for u§'in tourzsm

“and greater coznmer al iricome. -
. when: w111 W
.over.-Panatag? -

able to assert our sover.agnty E

‘Maybe only afte:f:'.dtamatzc events in world hzstory
_have happened, and we. thpmos have become people

sof the Chmese provmce of fhe thhppznes
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ONLINE NEWS

11 DECEMBER 2016
3 suspecied ASG members killed in kidnap attempt off

Sabah

From Rappler (Dec 10}): 3 suspected ASG members killed in kidnap attempt off Sabah

policemen

Three suspected members of the terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) were killed after reportediy trving
to Kidnap "fishermen” who turned out fc be undercover Malaysian maritime policemen.

Maior Filemen Tan, spokesman of the Western Mindanao Command of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines {AFP), confirmed that 3 ASG members were killed, two were apprehended, while two others
were missing after the incident.

This happened off Sabah and Borneg, between Lahad Datu and Semporna, past 9 pm on Thursday,
December 8.

in a statement, the AFP identified one of the casuaities as Abraham Hamid, known as an ASG
spofter, also reporiediy the leader of ASG members invelved in the kidnapping of Robert Hall, John

Ridsdel, Kjartan Sekkingstad, and Maritess Flor in a Samal City resort in September 26185,

Hamid was aiso allegedly involved in the kidnapping of 4 Indonesian crew members.

The two other casualties were suspected ASG members Samsung Alian and Awal Haijal.

The AFP said ASG members "were prevented by security forces in Sabah from executing their kidnapping
plans by engaging them in a surprise shootout."

Covert anti-kidnapping ops

Based on initial information reaching the military, 6 fully armed men on a speedboat boarded a Malaysian
fishing boat and attempted o abduct its crew members.

Little did the abductors know that the people they wanted to kidnap were Malaysian maritime policemen
disguised as fishermen.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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RO7TC cadets show human assistance, disaster relief
capabilities during summit

From the Philippine News Agency {Dec 10); ROTC cadets show human assistance, disaster relief
capabilities during summit

- The humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR] capabilities of the Reserve Officers Training
Corps were highlighted during the 2nd Nationai ROTC SummitSaturday.

Thera is.mere to. ROTC than military. drills and formations under the scorching sun, Armed Forces.of ...
the Philippines (AFP) public affairs office chief, Col. Edgard Arevalo said, citing that ROTC units can
act as force muitipliers during calamities and provide initial HADR efforts.

The summit, held at the AFP parade grounds in Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, is in line with President
Redrigo Duterte's order to re-institutionalize the ROTC program.

Some 600 ROTC cadets and cadettes participated in Saturday's activities.

0T 112

" Arevaio said.

This year’s theme is “Paghubog sa Kabataang Pilipinc Tungo sa Makatao, Makabavan at Makabansang
Mamamayan”. he added.

The ROTC Program was introduced to the Philippines back in 1812, when the Philippine Constabulary
commenced with military instruction at the University of the Philippines.

It has been the main source of reservists in the Armed Forces. The number of ROTC enrclees however
significantly declined in 2002-2003, following the implementation of Republic Act 9163 on the establishment
the National Service Training Program (NSTP), which made the ROTC cptional as one of its components.

“We aim to showcase the advantages of the ROTC program,” AFP chief Lt. Gen. Eduardc M. Ao said. “The
program will develop the youth’s leadership skills, discipline and love for the country.”

“The nation needs preparéd citizen soldiers to defend and serve the country. We have to show the youth that
the ROTC program is the best means to train them as they rise up to the occasion to serve and defend our

country when needed,” the military official stressed.

hitp://www.pna.gov.phfindex. php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&1d=947343
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Abu Sayyaf.

The Maute Group, which previously raised the 1SIS black flag in Butig, is also inspired by the foreign terrorist
group.

Malaysia has been helping the Philippines in the fight against_theAbu Sayyaf, too. On Thursday, December
8, 3 Abuy Savvaf ieaders were killed in Sabah when they tried to kidnap fishermen who turned out to be
undercover Malaysian maritime cops.

niipdiywew rapoiercomination TS5 tedescidierssklisd-abusayvaiclash-sahiron

Posted by Retired Analyst at 1:50 AM
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