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Bloody revenge
in Sulu

Troops kili:
10 ASG bandlts
following death
of 3 soldiers

By FRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD
st NONOY K. LACSON

B"“"?; en suspected Abu Sayyaf
E *Group (ASG) fighters were
killed in a fierce firefight with
...i. government {roops shortly
after the bandits gunned down three
soldiers in Patikul, Sulu, the mﬂltary R
reported yesterday. :

Army Major Filemon Tan Jr.,
spokesman of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines-Western Mindanao Com-
mand (WestMinCom), said trogps from
the Army’s 35th Infantry Battalion, led
by Li. Col. Vladimir Lenos T Villanueva,
were condueting focused military op-
erafions when they encountered more
or less 150 Abu Sayyaf bandits in Bud
Taming, Barangay Kabbontak- |1
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‘Bloody revenge

kas, Patikul at about 10 am. Saturday-
The Abu Sayyat fighters were led by Sulu

.
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ASG top leader Radullan Sahiren and sub-

leaders Hatib Fiujau Sawadjasn, Yasser .

Igasan, and Mujer Yadah. -

7 In the initial burst of gunfire, three

soldiers were killed .and 17 others were

wounded. .
Seeing their slain comrades, the

government security Torees, part or.Joint

Task Force Sulu, pressed on with their

—-——pftensive and killed -at least10 AbuSayyaf
. - bandits. —r : _
«Based on the information as .con-

* frrried by intel units on the ground and

validated by civilians—on the ground, &

" total of 10 Abu Sayyat fighters were killed

|

|
|
|

while six others were hurt as a result of
the clash,” said Tan. : ]

Tan said the armed confrontation

lasied for an hour and-45 minutes before

_ the Abu Sayyafbandits withdrew, bringing
with them a number of their casualties.

He added that of the 21 -soldiers

! wounded in action, 19 were slightly hurt

due to shrapnel wounds.
.. «pyrsuit operations are ongoing to
nentralize members of the bandit group,”

' he said.

«Fire support and close air suppert

| were provided tothe engaging troops. Ad-

|
i
|
|

jacent units also conducted blocking and
pursuit operations as casuslfies were im-

| ‘mediately taken to Kuta Heneral Teedulfo

Bautista (KHTB) Hospital,” Tan said.
“Two soldiers needing additional

medical attention were airliff=d to Camp

Navarro General Hospital in Zamboanga

i City," he added.

Tan said the Joint Task Foree Sulu

in Sulu «a
continues to conduct pursuit operations
and intensify further the conduct of fo-

" remaining kidnap victims and neutralize
 the ASG in Sulu.

- Communist insurgency
‘Meanwhile, President Duterte ap-
pealed to soldiers for understanding as
he continues to engage the reds in a bid
to end the long-runmng communist insur-
gency in the country. -~ - '

- ""ThEChiefExemiﬁ'-_reissuedthe éppeal
* in a speech before trocps-of the Northern |

‘Luzon Command-(Noleom? at Camp Ser-
villano Aquine inSan Miguel Tarlac City,
last Sunday. - ' e

«“Alam ko na masakit sa foob (ninyo)-
yun iba ... yung ceasefire ngayon... You
know, we have to somehow end this war.
This has been gding on for 45 years. Do
you meat {0 say another 45 years tayo?”
Duterte iold the soldiers.

“yyng iba na matagal na sa serbisyo,
alam ko masakit sa inye ‘yan. But you
have to understand me:and the rest of the
Filipino people,” he added.

He stressed this as he noted that in
dealing with the communist insurgency,
which has been dragging on for 45 years.
the government forces are fighting against
their fellow ¥ilipinos.

“Sana magkaroon kayo ng pagtingin
sa akin. ’'m not:a communist. 1am not... 1
am just a Filipino... I'm just doing it for the
sake of my country,” he stressed.

“Let us just concentrate onone front,”
he continued, rererrmg to the conflict in
"southern Philippines.

“Yung sa Mindanao, tatagang tinginke

cused military operations to rascue the-

lalo na ‘yung Basilan pati Sulu, It's either
really we have to fight it out for another
long time. I really do not know;” he said.
He added, however, that “one thing is
sure” and that is “terrorism1s coming in
our-way, whether we Iike it or not.” -
- “The (Muslimmilitants in Mindanac)
pretend or ity are already maybe al

. ready connected to ISIS,” Duterte said.

And as operations against ISIS in their
occupied territories in the Middle East
continue, he said these terrorists mayflee
to Mindanao and other areas in the region
such as Malaysia and Indenesia i

Duterte -admitted that many of the
Moro. people in Mindanae are not sym-
pathetic to the government 5o there is
dangerthat they might join the ISIS

“Go-that’s ene thing. Let us just-con-
centrate on one froni.” he stressed .

And asthe threat of ierrorismlooms i
the horizon, the President saidhe cannot
give a timetable when peacein Mindanao
can finally be achieved.

“] hope we'd have .a peaceful Christ-
mas. Sa Jolo, Basilan, well, I dor't kniow.
But 1 cannot even project a timeline
there when we can have peace. I'll have
to continue fighting and might-call onyou
again,” he said. B

The President praised the troops
as he reiterated his full support to both

_military and the police.

]t me tell you now that with grati-
tude ang Filipino people. I know. I'm ot
the ground. Happy ang Pilipinc sa inyo
and T’m more than satisfied by your per-
formance,” he said.

Duterte also once again assured gov-
ernment forces that he will assume full
responsibility for whatever they do inthe
performance of their duty. (With reports
from Elena L. Aben)
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‘Phl not in mummy business’

By ALEXIS ROMERO

Despite niore than 5,600-dead in his war on drugs,
President Ditferte insisted he 1snot the killer his critics
portray him tobe, as he expressed readiness to “sacrifice”
- forhis mission to stamp out the scoutge of illegal drugs.

Duterte, who has drawn
flak for allegedly endorsing
summary executions in his
anti-drug campaign, also said
he would shoot any policeman
“or soldier who would kill or
torture innocent civilians.

T am not a killer. T do not
relish or enjoy (seeing) a Fili-

ino sprawled there with all
the blood,” the President said
at the 2076 The Outstand-
ing Young Men and Women
awards at Malacafiang.

“With regard to the kill-
ing of persons on bended
knees, with hands tied behind
their back, that's not ours,” he
added. “Will that make you a
better soldier or policeman? If
they do that, I'll shoot them.”

Corpses found with the
heads or bodies wrapped in
plastic and packing tape -

"

what he described as “balot-
balot” — are not the handiwork
of his government, he stressed.

“Hindi kan gumagawd ng

"mummy. Hindi ito Egypt {(We

don’t make mummies. This is
not Egypt),” Duterte said.

He said he is aware that
not everyone approves of his
tough stance on narcotics. He
believes though that criticisms
are part of the job. '

“] won’t hold back and
abandon my job. Somebedy
Tas to be sacrificed forit. That's

‘OK with me. It's part of the

territory to be disliked,” the
President said.

1 do not offer any excuses
or apologies. I will answer God
when I face him,” he added.

* Somesectorshave expressed
concern over the conduct of
Turn to Page 2
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Duterte’s war on crminality, sayingit
has encouraged human rights abuses

and summary executions. - -
Duterte, however, maintained that

his intensified campaigrt 15 ecessary
to curb the drug menace, which he said

could transform the Philippines intoa -

failed state. -
" #T cannot explam every death in
this country. But
back, I cannot because I cannot atford
it. T cannot now stop the momentum,
. with thé four milkion drug addicte
- spread all throughout the country,”’
the Presidentsaid - -+ -
" The President has described tor-
ture and extrajudicial Jatlings as a
“dirty job” and “unmanly” and has
reminded security forces to perform
their operations “writh honor.” He,
however, believes the killings would
stop if drug use stops. . © . -
“Madaming patayan dow, may salvag-

ing, extrajudicial killings, gusto 1niyo
mahirto 1to? Simple lang Hinto kayo la-
hat mga durugista (They say there have

President Duterte poses with 201 6T
Pangilinan, Bienvenido Tantoco IIl, B
tino, Carmela Andal-Casiro, Clarisse
Richard Muallil, Rahdy Halasan, Saturnino

OYM officials (back ro

Delgada, Ryan Guinaran,
Tiamzon Jr. an

if vou tellme tohold -
what should Ido? Iwant to cry. I think

w from lefi) Chr
afael Dizon and Maria Isabel Manalo,

e From Page 1

been a lot of killings, executions and
extrajudicial killings. You want these
to end? It's simple. You drug users
should stop),” Duterte said. “5top it
and thers will be a peaceful New Year
and Christmas.” -

Duterte claimed that he is still
overwhelmed by the seriousness of the
drug problem in the country. .

“But T'd like to ask for an advice,

T can't doit. Tcan'thandle that much. I
now-realized that about 15 years ago,
17-years ag0, we Were already anarco-
politics country,” the President said

The President eatlier said that more
than 2,000 governmenit officials, local
executives and barangay captains
were mvolved i illegal drugs. = -

Duterteis hopeful that billionaires
would support the government’s,
campaign against illegal drugs,
just like Chinese Teal estate tycoon
Huang Rulun, who financed the con-
struction of a rehabilitation facility in
Nueva Ecija.

{stopher Camba, Gloria Ta

Richard Heydarian, Geraldine Racaza,

Lokl due RO

I PapTe
e ol

5]

n.Climaco, Manny V.
and awardees (front row from left) Jhett Tolen-
Ronivin Pagtakhan,

d Ear! Martin Valencia at Malacafiang yesterday.
KARZJOHN RDBALES
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Army instalis new chiefs of key offices

Lui Claudio

] FORT BONIFACIO, Taguig City - The Philippine Army installed new chiefs of the
v r——offices of Jogistics, plams amd-programns, and the secretary of the Army general staff on
Dec. 9 in a joint ceremony held in Luna Hall, Philippine Army Officers Club House here.

Col. Glenn E. Cruz now heads the Army's Assistant Chief of Staff for Logistics, G4 replacing Col. Pio Q.
Difioso Il who now heads the 301st infantry Brigade based in the Western Visayas,

Cruz is the former-deputy and executive officer of the Army logistics office-prior to-hisnew position.

Col. Robertp 8, Capulong replaced Col. Cernelio H, Valencia as the new Army Assistant Chief of Staff for
Plans and Programs, G5.
Valencia moved up to the AFP’s General Headguarters as the new Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans
and Programs or the AJS.

Capulong, on the other hand, is the former Secretary of the Army General Staff and he was replaced by Lt,
Col. Arvin R. Lagamon, a newly graduate of the Masters in National Security Administration at the National

Defense College of the Philippines.

G
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Securtty execs shy away from Sino arms deal
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) 'our froops. Our firearms could
_spell doom or victory in comhat,”
‘he added.
~ The official, however. stressed
“that if Chinese made firearms pass
-AFP standards and specifications,
there will be no problem.

. "“We have no problem with China
products but they (firearms) should

«pass the necessary specifications

»hased on our actual requirements
doring combat operations,” the
~officiz! added.

Another officer said: “I have

-not used any firearm made in
China. The closest that [ have
encountered for a Chinese firearm
is its Norinco 1911.”

The Norinco 1811 .45 caliber has
passed quality standards in the
Philippines and is avaiiabie in the
commercial market in Manila,

“Anyway, we havs an acceptance
committee, if ever and we also have
specifications that has to be
satisfied by the manutacturer.” the
second source said.

“flcial: are hesitan, over an
1 Cvne thas Presiden: Duterte
oo C i - speech las: Sunday with
o” bt the Deparimen: of National
ang e Armec Forees of
P riving familiarie: issues

Tribume sources i, the AFF saic e
have nol held any
-considering that
issued regular firearms o e man: &
United States like the hid rifie.

.45 caliber pistol.

alse has in it

firearms made fr

" No-China-tripplanned

On the part oi the DND,
Undersecretary for Finance,
Munitions, Installations and
Material Rayinunde Elefante said
‘they have yet to schedule a trip to
‘China to check on the firearms
offered for the ATP.

“There is no timetable yet in
case we can go there,” said Elefante.

Elefante also did net say what
specific company they will be
considering or what particular
firearms, He only said that the
offer is spread to 25 years to pay.

“That’s (specific firearm) to be
determined...we-are looking at the
best offer,” said Elefante.

Pressed if the DND has a
scheduled trip to China soon,
Elefante replied “there is none,
there isno date yet."

" Mr. Duterte said last Sunday
China had informed him that the
military arms offered b;- Bejjing are
now ready for delivery.

Duterte said that he already
instructed Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana to accept the

Aside Trom US-made firearnis. the 77

Chiness-made {1
mose. I noi ol

s

will il

irvenio. S}J“"ihilieﬁ
om Spain. Faly. saux

Rath

-Ghinese armaments. .

" “China is presenting me its
weapons, as promised. We just have
to receive them but sine2 T have a
lot to do, nobody wanted to go and
get them,” Duterte said.

- In asking Lorenzana to go to
Beijing to receive these, Duterte
told soldiers that they have to get
used with his independent foreign
policy which veers away from the
Philippines’ major traditional ally
and conseguently the use of
weapons and other cquipment
from countries other than the US,

Russian purchases also eyed

Lorenzana said earlier the
military is also considering
purchasing sniper rifles from
Russia, adding that the Philippine
arny and marines would undertake
a study to see whether 2 deal could
be forged.

Lorenzane, visited Russia last
veek on Duterte’s order to meet
defense officials, the first visit by
a Philippine defense secretary to
Moscow since diplomatic ties were
established in 1976, orficials said.

+
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YIf their sniper rifies are
superior as they claim, we may
decideto acquire,” Lorenzana said,
“The army and marines will condugt
tests and; detenmne how manythev
may require.”

Duterte reached out to China
and Russia after taking office in
June while assuming a hostile
stance with +the Obama
administration after the latter
criticized his deadly war on drugs.

The Philippines has heavily
depended on the U5, ils treaiy ully,
for weapons, ships and aircraft for
vears, although it has turned to
other countries for defense
equipment as it struggled to
“modernize its underfunded military.

Under Duterte's predecessar,
Benigne Aquino, relations with
Ching were strained over disputed
South China Sea territories,
especially after Aquino brought the
disputes te international
arbitration. China -ignored the
arbitration case and ihe eventual
ruling in July, which invalidated
Chine's sweeping territorial claims.
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By Gabriel Cardinoza
@gcardinozalNG

TARLAC. CITY—Tt was sup-
posed to be a night of entertain-
‘ment on Sundayv for President
Duterte to cap his first presi-
dential ¥isit to this city, home-
‘town of his predecessor, former
President Benigno Aguino TIL

But Mr. Duierte became part
of the zntertainment, to the de-
light oF the huge crowd that
gathered or Robinsons’ athletic
field at Hacienda Luisita shop-
ping complex in Barangay San
Miguel here.

He ‘was the guest of honor at
the awards night of this year's
Beienisimo, the city’s annual
rendering of the Nativity scene.
The President -earlier made a
brief wvisit fo- the military's
Northern Luzon Command just
across from the complex,

Mr. Duterte again shawed
what endeared him to ordinary
Filipincs as-he sang and dchiv
ered jokeslike a stand-up-come-
dian while discussing his con-
iroversial war on drugs.

Before delivering a speech, he
gamely joined the ali-male group
New Minstrels Divos in belting
out the dassic Filipinoe song
“Tkaw,” while he was seated,

Mr. Duterte, in jeans and
black polo shirt printed with the
word “DUso,” later told the
crowd how singing the compo-
sition of the late George
Canseco had helped him win the
hearts of three women.

Relationships

“Don't be complacent with
the song ‘Tkaw.’ T had relation-
ships with three women be-
cause of that song,” said the
President, drawing laughter.

“One is already old, but not
really that old. The other one is
separated from her hushand.
Burthat’s OK,” he said.

Mr. Duterte, whose favorite
hangout in Davao Citv is a jazz
bar called “After Dark,” also used
to sing the song in his campaign

BEI.ENISIMO INTARLAC CITY

DUTERTE SINGS, JOKES Tﬂ GROWD IN AﬂlllNﬂ HOMETOWN

Fave:

NS

s

THE CROONER President Duterte becomes an.audience partlcnpant durihg an entertamment
number at Belenisimo’s awards night in Tarlac ‘City, singihg the Filipino c!assnc,“lkaw :

“MALACARANG PHOTO

sorties and during his visits te
Filipino communities abroad.

Dr. Isabel Cojuangco Suntay,
cochair of the Tarlac Heritage
TFoundation, said the New Min-
stréls  Divos—composed of
Chad Borja, Ding Mercado and
Eugene Villaluz—were invited
to the festival because the orga-
nizers knew the President's
penchant for singing.

Borja, 2 Davag {ity native
who rose tu prominence for his
hit song "Ikaw Lang”

the “former father of Davao is
now the father of the whole
Philippines.”

*“But 1 still eall him mayor
because he’s like afather to me.
President Rodrige Duterte,
thank you se much,” Borja said.

Remembering ma

Known for his tough guy im-
age, Mr. Duterte was nearly in
tears when the group serenaded
him with another of his favorite
songs, Josh Groban’s “You Raise
Me Up,” which, he said, remind-
ed him of his late mother,
Soledad.

The President, who sat be-
side Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana, looked pensive

2

in the
1990s, said he was happy that

throughout the song.

“When my mother died, I re-
ally found solace in thatsong....
T sing that song in karaoke hars.
But I could not finish it because
Ireally turn emotional,” he later
told the crowd.

Recalling his life as a teenag-
er, he szid his mother always
supported him when his father
scolded him for his failure to
finish high school on time.

“You know when my father
was alive, he used to tell me,
‘Do, you could only reach the
port’ It means 1 cannot even
finish high school. He died with
that impression of me 1 fin-
ished high school in seven
years,” Mr. Duterte said.

“One time, my mother asked
me, ‘Rodrigo, when will you fin-
isk high school? Your grade is
always 75." T told her, ‘Mother,
it's OKas long as I could walk up
the stage,” he said.

“When my mother died, she
was 96, it really hit me. My
mother, she stood for me.”

Trophies, checks
The President handed out
trophies and checks to this
vear's Belenisimo winners, as-
sisted by Aguino’s second

cousin, Suntay, of the Tarlac
Heritage Foundation.

In his speech, Mr. Duterte
shared jokes and funny anec-
doles as he talked about his ef-
tort to achieve peace in Min-
danao, his carnpaign against ille-
gal drugs and the criticisms he
had been receiving on EXT.TBJudl-
cial killings.

Mr, Duterte invited Tarlac
residents, especially students,
to visit ,Malacafiang. “Enjoy
Malacafiahg., That's not mine.
It'snotapalace,”

Then the joked that he did
not ‘sleep there because the
place was haunted. “There are
ghosts there, even at daytime.
There is .a white lady wheo ap-
pears during the day,” he said.

" Hesleeps in a small hotel in-
stead, he said.

The Presidential Security
Group has been so concerned
about his safety that he could
not even open the windows of
his car to wave to the children
who would greet him upon his
arrival in Camp Aquino.

“Death? Who's afraid to die?
We will all die. If 1 die, [Vice
President] Leni [Robredo] is just
there,” he said. —wiTH A rEPORT
FRONM MARLOMN RAMOS IN MANILA
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PSG s-ere;l;ldesﬁROdy at Tarlac’s
Christmas event

President Duterte got a'siir- -

prise from his security detail
when the Presidential Security
Group (PSG) serenaded hum
during the awarding of the
belep (Nativity scene) making
contest in Tarlac-at the Haci-
enda Liasita Sunday night.

. Dirterte was seated beside
military and police officials
when 30 members of the PSG
came up on stage to serenade
him with the song “Munting
Sanggol” by Ryan Cayabyab.
They received the pre51dent1a1
thumbs up.

“We look at the PSG as the
protector of the President,
80 you are seeing the other
side,” said P50 spokesman
Lt. Col. Michael Aquino.

“We only organized the
group last Dec. 4 because we
had a very busy schedule as
we had to go to Tawi-Tawi,

Sulu and other parts of Min-
danao. This is very special for
the President knowing that
the PSG is not only his protec-

tor, but can.alsosing in-frent .

“of thousands of people,” he
added.

Duterte and Issa COJuangco~ s
Suntay, one of the owners of -
Hacienda Luisita, awarded the: -

-grand prize of P100,000 plus
trophy to San Clemente towr.
Its entry was a belen made of
bamboo and recyclable plastic
materials. San Clemente May-
or Elma Macadamia received
the award. .

The North Luzon Com—
mand of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines also joined
the belen-making contest. Its
entry was made of abaca,
plastic and native materials.
Its entry won the grand prize
for non-municipal category.

Lt General Romeo Tanalgo of
Nolcnm received the award.

' This year’s Belenismo sa
'I'arlaL, the province’s annual
 belenmaking contest, featured’
47 eniries competing in five

* categaries: commuruty. church,

monumental, grand mummpal _
and nwon-municipal.” ]

The entries are dlsplayed-
along municipality roads and
the MacArthur Highway.

+ The contest aims to show-
case Tarlaquefios’ artistry
throughnative, regional, mod-
ern and biblical interpretations
of the Nativity scene.

The province of Tarlac has
‘been the “belen capital of the
Philippines” since 2007 and
Belenismo sa Tarlac has been
a calendared event.

At the event, the President
admired the belen al the main
entrance of Camp Servillano

no. (02! §45-8555 Local: 5285 5245
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Aquino which features a col-
arful peacock tail spread out
in protection of the statues of
the holy family. It was among

‘the major winners in the Bele-

nismo annual competition.
“I like the rapport of the
police and the military in this
area, and I like how everyone
is connected in their effort to
come up with beautiful belens.
I would like to cite how much
effort the police and military
exert through the years in order
to participate in this tradition,”
Duterte said in his speech dur-
ing the awards night for the 9th
Belenismo sa Tarlac.
~ Belenismo as a project
Aquino often attended during
his six-year presidency. Each
of Tarlac’s 17 towns and one
city participated with nativity
displays in their Jocalities.
Duterte handed the atwards

to the winning participants in
five categories: community,
church, monumental, grand
municipal {local government
units) and grand non-munici-
pal (government agencies and
business establish-
ments).

He also joined
guest singers Chad
Borja, Eugene Vil-
laluz and Ding
Mercado in sing-
ing “Tkaw,” a song
he vras said to be
fond of.

The Presi-
dent alse lauded
the Tarlac Heritage

Foundation co-founder
Suntay said the nativity project
that her foundation initiated
in 2007 has become “globally
famous.” —Rudy Santos, Ding
Cervantes

Foundaton for sus-
taining the project

ail.com~ Tel np. (02} 845-8555 ocal: 5285, 5285

which, he noted,
showcased the tal-
ents and creativity
of Tarlac folk.

9

ecuring the land.
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0 Sayyaf men ss!ﬁfain,

hurtin Sulu clas!

‘By ROEL PARERND

ZAMBOANGA CITY -

Ten Abu Sayyaf bandits

were killed while six otherfs were wounded in a
clash with soldiers in Patikul, Sulu over the week-

end. -

The encounter followea a
drefight that lasted for over
two hours in Barangay Ka-
buntakas on Saturday ihat
left three soldiers dead and 21
others wounded. _

Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokes-
manfor the iVestern Mindanao

Command, said soldiers from -

the 35tk Infantry Battalion
clashed with around 150 ban-

dits led by Radullan Sahiron,
Haiib Ha]an Sawadjaarn, Yasser
Jgasan and Mujer Yadah.

“The encounzer was lon-
ger... because the bandits had
te: retrieve their casualties,”
Tan seid.

"we have COI’IfiI‘II“IE!d and
validatad through intelligenca
reports the identities of the
“fatalities. ‘We kno-v where

they live because the civilians
confirmed it to us,” he added.

The military is verifying
reports that-some Abu Sayyaf
leaders were wounded in the
firefight.

There was no 51ght1ng of
any kidnap victim, but Tan
said thev could have been be-
hind their capioss.

“The Abu Sayyaf did not
retreat immediately to buy
time for their compamons
to slip out their captives,”
he said.

Tan said Joint Task Force
Sulu is leading military opera-
tions to r2scue the remaining

(0

captives.
Abhu nzbbed

Meanwhile, a former cap-
tive who joined the Abu Sayyaf
was arrested in Bongao, Tawi-
Tawi yesterdav.

Sehiron reportedly tasked
Josua Bani, 21, 1o be their
“spotter” and conduct sur-
veillance on potential kidnap
victims. I

Bani, his father foseph and
cousin Hajan Terong were |
kidnapped at a pier in Bongao
in 2014. They were rcleased
after payving ransom. - With
Michael Punongbayan
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10 ASG banaits dead
in 2-hour gun hattie

ByFRANCIS T. WAKEFIELD

Elements of the Armed Forces of
the Philippinas (AFP) encountered
& .50-man strong Abu Sayyaf
Group {ASG) members, «killing
at least 10 of the bandits while
suffering three casualties during
a two-hour firefight Saturday in
Patikul, Sulu.

Western Mindanac Command
{WestMinCom? spokesman Army
Major Filemon Tan Jr. said the
Army's 35th infantry Battaiion
jad by Lt. Col. Vladimir Lenos
T. Villanueva were conducling
focused military operations in

Bud Taming, Brgy. Kabbontakkas
where they ran into the group
led by ASG top leader Radullan

Sahiren and Sub Leaders Hatib.

Hajan Sawzdjaan, Yasser Igasan,
and Mujer Yadah. )

"Based on the information as
confirmed by intel units on the
ground and validated by civilians,
a total of 10 Abu Sayvaf fighters
were killed while six others were
hurt as a result of the clash,”
said Tan. ‘

Three members of the military
perished during the operation
while 21 cthers were injured,
most of them were sent to the

I

Kuta Heneral Teodolfo Bautista
{KHTB} hospital for proper-medical
attention.

Tan said the Joint Task Force
Suiu continues to conduct pursuit
operations and intensify further
the conduct of focused military
operations to rescue the remaining
kidnap victims and neutralize the
ASG in Sulu.

Tan said since intensified rhilitary
operations were launched against
the Abu Sayyaf, & total of 157
bandits have been killed In Suly
(114) and Basilan (43) while 29
other’s were apprehended. {With s
report frem: Nonoy E. Lacson)
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“10 Abus
~slainin-
Sulu clash

hit

By Mario .J. Mallari

_#Phe military yesterday claimed to have
Kiitdd at least 1@terrorists under the Abir

- Safffaf band. of Radullar Auhiron during
! Saturday’s clash-with government forces in
' thelButskirts of Sulu province 2s intensified

" continued,

QOFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFF.

coiibat operations against the bandits

. <Mgj. Filernon Tan Jr., spokesman for the

“Wetern Mindanao-Command (Wesmincom),

yesterday said that operating elemenits of
thetArmy's 36th Infantry Battalion (IB},
wiftér Joint Task Force Suly, engaged more
ordess 160 ASG band, led by Sahiron, along

‘Bid Taming, Barangay Kabbontakkas in

Patikul. .

2#Ten ASG were killed and six wounded
a@donfirmed by intelligence units on the
ground and validated by civilians inthe area,”
Tdn-said.

«However, not a single body of the slain
AbuSayyaf members was recovered.

o0ther Abu Sayyaf leaders present during
the clash were subleader Hatib Hajan
Sawadjaan, Yasser Igasan and Mujer Yadah.

On the other hand, Tan said that three
goldiers were lilled in action while 2] others
wee wounded, 18 of them sustained slight
shnfipnel wounds, :

“Tuwn soldiiers needed additional medieal
atention were airlifted to Gamp Navarro
General Hospital in Zamboanga City,” Tan said.

pdPan said that elements of Joint Task
Torce Sulu are continuously condueting
forused military operations against the band
afahiron, believed to be halding scme of
the remaining hostages.

1 4Fire support and close air support were
provided to the engaging troops. Adjacent
units also eonducted blocking and pursuit
operations as casualties were immediately
brought to KHTB (Kuta Heneral Teodulfo
Bautista) hospital,” Tan said.

waiThe JTF Sulu continues to conduet
pursuit operations and intensify further the
conduct of focused military operations to
rgscue the remaining kidnap vietims and
ngutralize the ASG in Suly,” he added.

According to Tan, there were intelligence
reports stating there were hoslages in the

Army COre yand of Sahiron.

.. Tan said that the Abu Sayyaf group is
still keeping 26 hostages — 20 foreigners
qqmpnsed of Malaysians, Indonesians, 2
Dutch and a Korean and five locals.

R

som- Tel no. (C2) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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2 Indon captives freed-——

- ZAMBOANGACITY -- Two
Indonesians seized by Abui
‘Sayyaf bandits off Simisa is-

land in Sulu were freed yes-
| terday. R

Mohammad Nazir and Pe-
ter Rubin were the remaining
captives from seven crew-
members taken from tughoat
Charles 00 on June 22,

The Indonesians were re-
leased at around 1:22 p.m.
by a bandit group led by
Alhabsy Misaya to Moro
National Liberation Front
(MNLF) commander Tahir
Sali in Indanan town, said
Maj. Filemon Tan, spokesman
for the Western Mindanao
Command.

The MNLF turned over

the victims to Sula Vice Gov.’

Nurunissa Tan, who brought
‘them to Camp Teodulfo Bau-
tista in Jolo.
The military is arranging
the flight of the victims to this
city so they can be turned-over

to Indonesian authoritres. -
Meanwhile, businesswom-

" an Clarita Belisario, who ‘was
* kidnapped in Linamon town

in September, was freed on
Friday.

Belisario was released near
Mercy Hospital in Iligan City,
said Jam Dimaporo, National
Bureau of Investigation-Tligan
chief. '

Dimaporo confirmed that
P175,000 in “board and lodg-
ing” fee was paid by Belisario’s
tamily. It was not immediately
known who was hehind the
kidnapping.

The kidnappers reportedly
demanded a higher ransom,
but emissaries of local leaders
negatiated to reduce it.

Belisario was tending to
her gascline statiori when
unidentified men in a white
sport utility vehicle pulled
over and dragged herinto the
vehicle. — Roel Parefio, Lino
dela Cruz
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2indenssian hostages, ningkawalan ng Abu Sayvaf

Datawang Inaone-
sian national na hinos-
tage ng:mga-bandideng
Abu Sayyaf Gioup
(ASG} ang pinakawalan
na umano sa Indanan,
Sulu kahapon (Lunes)
ng umaga.

Kinilala ni Major
Fiieman Tan Jr., spokes-
person ng Wastern
Mindanao Command,
ang dalawang pinaka-
walang bihag na sina
Mgohammad Nazir at
Rubin Peter.

“Sa repor, ipinasza ng
ASG sa pangunguna
ni Aihabsy Misaye ang
dalawang pinakawalang
dayuhan kay Moro Na-

tional Liberation Front
{MNLF} commander Ta-

‘hir Sdli'sa Indanan. -

- Sina Nazir at Peter
ay ang mga natitira -sa
pitong crew ng tugboat
“Charies” na hinarang
at dinukot sa karagatang
sakop ng Simisa istand
sa Sulu noong Hunyo
22.'Nauna nang pinaka-
walan ng ASG abductors
ang limang kasamahan
ng dalawang nabanggit
Indonesian. -

Matapos na mai-turn
over sa MNLF, ipinasa
naman ng nasabing
yrupu ang daiawang
Indonesian kay Sulu
Vice Gov. Nurunnisa

it

Tan dakong alas-11.30
ng umaga -ha siyang

-naghatlid sa kanila kay

Cal. Jesus Manangui
ng Joint Task Force
Sutu sa Camp Bautista
sa Jolo.

Dadalhin naman ang
valaweg sa Zamboanga
City para-mai-turn over
sa pangangalaga ng

indonesian authorities,

“Nauna na ring tu-
mulong ang MNLF
para sa pagpapalaya
sa dating bihag na
MNorwegian na si kjar-

tan Sekkingstad at

iba pang hostages
na Indoneasian natio-
nal noong Setyembre.
(Eflen Fernando)
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- ASG frees 2 Indon hostages

5 r; . The terrorlst Abu Sayyaf Group yesterday freed two Indonesian hostages
. inSulu to the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF). Maj. Fileman Tan Ir.,
. spokesman for the military's Western Mindanao.Command. (Wesmmcom)
-&dennfred those released as Mohammad Nazer and Robin Peter. The two
were the last of the seven crew members of 7/B Charfeswho were taken last
June 22 atong the vicinity of Simisa in Sulu. The other five were earlier freed.
J\ccordmgto Tan, the two Indonesians were turned over by the Abu Sayyat

., group to MNLF commander Tahir Saii in indanan town. “The release was the
;eresult of relentless operations being conducied by the Joint Task Force
Sulu in-coordination with the MNLE " said Tan. The two kidnap victims were
|rnmed|ate|yturned over to Suiu Vice Gov. Nurunissa Tan at around 11:30
_-a.m. yesterday. The Indonesians were subsequently turned over to JTF-Suly
carnmander Coi. Jesus Mananquil. "The victims are naw undergoing medical

b ., checkdp at KHTB (Kuta Heneral Teoduffo Bautista) trauma hespital,” Tan
....5aid. “The transport of KV's from Subs to Zam boungu City and their subsecjuent
tum overto Indonesian autnerities are nov being arranged and facilitated of

? TTF Suby,* he added. Mario J. Mallari

b
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2 NDF peace consultants decry
military surveiliance

By Nestor P. Burges.Jr.
@nestorburgosINQ

ILOILO CITY—Two Western.

Visayas consultants in the peace
negotiations between the gov--

ernment and communist rebels
have decried alleged surveil-
lance operations by suspected
government agents.

.. Ma. Concepcion Araneta-Bo-
cala and Ruben Saluta, consul-
tants of the National Democratic

Front {NDF), said they were fol-

lowed by two motorcycle-riding
men from Quezon City on their
way to the Ninoy Aquino Inter-

' pational Airport Terminal 3 on
Sunday. -

The two were going to the
airport o1 their flight to Iloilo
when they noticed the men fol-
lowing theirvehicie.

Saluta said he noticed that
the motoreycle maintained a dis-
tance of two vehicles from the
one they were riding and made
no attempt to overtake them. The
‘men also followed them whenev-
er they changed directions.

“We tried to go into side
streets -but they were still be-
hind us. They only stopped fol-
lowing us when we were al-

ready near the airport,” Bocala-
told the Inquirerat the sidelines
of a consultation on the peace
talksin this city.on Monday. -
- Having spent decades in the
underground, the two consul-
tants said they immediately rec-

ognized a surveillance operation. -

Bocala, 65, was arrested in
August last year in arented house
in Iloilo City. She was allegedly
the head of the Communist Party
of the Philippines on Panay Is-
land at the time of her arrest.

Saluta, 69, a native of Aklan
province, was arrested in
Caloocan City in March 2015. He

has been tagged by the military
asa leader of the New People's
Army in Panay. :

_ They were among the 19 de-
‘tamees who ‘were conditionally
released in August for the re-
sumption of the talks

Bocala said they could not
find any reason for the dlleged
surveillance other than "harass-
ment” as she raised concern
over the safety and security df
the peace consultants.

She pointed out that sincc
their release on bail in August,
they have been very visible at-
tending two rounds of peace talks

in Oslo, Norway, and in rallies,
symposiums and other activides
related to the peace negotiations.

_“They know whe.e were we
live and where we go and the ac-
tivities we have beer part of,”
she said.

Bocala and Saluta said ‘the
surveillance operation violated
the Joint Agreement on Szfefy
and Immunity Guarantees
(Jasig) which was affirmed by
both parties during the first
round of talks in August.

“The Jasig (among others)
prohibits surveillance and ar-
rest of those involved in the

|l

peace negotiations from hoth
panels,” Bocala said.

The NDFP consultants said:
they were talking to theii{’;"f
lav-vers and will report the inci-
dent to their government counz
terparts. &

In the puhlir consultation or-
ganized by the peace advocates;
belonging to the Philippine Ecuz;
menical Peace Platform and held:
ar La Isabelita Hall at the Jarg:
Cathedral compound, Bocala:
and Saluta presented the NDF'g
draft on the Comprehensive
Agreement on Social and Ecoy

nomic Reforms. INQ i
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AGREEMENT

to bilateral truce

BY CATHERINE 5. VALENTE

"OPES that
peace talks

A between the
Philippine government
and the communist
rebels will bear fruit
were rekindled with
a declaration by the
National Democratic
Front (NDF) that
it is willing to sign
a formal bilateral
ceasefire agreement
despite President
Rodrigo Duterte’s
obstinate refusal
to release political
prisoners.

Government chief negotiator Silvestre
Bello 3rd welcomed the staicment of
NDF adviser Luis Jalandoni that they are
willing to sign an agreement but that it
will only 1ake effect upen the releage of
political prisoners.

“We are willing to sign it, but of course
he [Duterte] has to make a commitment
and he has'to implement it,” Jalandoni
said in a television interview.

“The NDF is willing to sign a bilateral
ceasefire, but Duterte has to release all politi-
cal prisoners within 48 hours,” he added.

Bello said Jalandoni's staternent bodes
well for the peace efforts.
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£ BILATERAL FROM Al
Govt, Reds
“The wiliingness of the NDF 1o
sign the bilateral ceasefire agree-
ment is indeed a welcome devel-
oprment as this bodes well for a

posiive atrnasphere when we meet
again for the third round of talls in

Januars,” he noted in 2 statement.

»A bilateral ceasefire would Dot
only benefit the combatants but
the peoplc whe are caught in the
crossfire of this armed conflict, "the
governmnent chief negotiator said.

Bello described the commumist
tehels willingnest tosign a bilateral

ceascfire agreement with the govern-
ment as a Christmas gift. :
“Forging a bilateral ceasefire
agreemnent is the best gift the govern-
ment and the NDF can-give 10 the
Filipino people this holiday season.
may this lead to the permanent end
ofhostilities forthe newyear leading
0 a just and lasting peace,” he said.
Jalandoni, during an International
Human Right; Day protest &l the
Liwasang Bonifadc in Manilz last
week, said they are willing to sign the
agreement but they will also insist on
the release of the political prisoners.
Bello said the government panel
*recognizes the NDFs eficrts 1o
work with us to attair: peacc. "
"lts declaration of an indefinite

e v . -
unilateral ceasefire in Tesponse to

President Rodrigo Duterte’s decla-
ration in August is unprecedented
and historic. Agreeing toa bitateral
ceasefire is.another milestone in the
peate process,” he added.

The NDF had demanded the release
of400political prisoners, but Dutterte had

y sected thisdernand, sayinghe
had given “too mudh, too soon.”

* cannot give you that, I'm sorTy
bt | have already conceded so much
on the side of the governmert, " the
President said.

“ have conceded to the commu-
nists too much too soon. As vet, ]
have yet 10 see a substantivz progress
in the talks. Thev are asking for 130
detainecs to be released... Sory, ]

cannot do that,” he added.

Dutertc said he will telease the
political priscners if the NDF will
agree.to a bilateral ceasefire.

The Communist Partv of the Phil-
inpines had threatened to revoke the
unilateral ceasefire it earlier declared if
the political prisoners areniot released.

But Bello said despite the chal-
lenges, “we continue o struggle to
mmake peace happen for the country
and the Filipino people.”

"Rest assured that th. administra-
tion of President Rodrigo Dunerie
remains commitied to the release
of a substantial number of political

‘prisoners. The President has already

shown time and again that he deliv-
ers on his werd,” he added.
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Chester 'Iblumla sustained his hot

- form, firing 25 pomts as Judiciary ex-

tended its winning run to five games

-with & 76-67.win ever Bureau of Fire
Protection in the 5th UNTV Cup held

over the weekend at the Umvemty of

Makatim gym.
Aside from Tolomia, also delivering

- for the Judiciary Magis were Don Ca-

Eeii%iéﬁi ‘BULLETIR

TEE WADOYE LLADINE KIRERAFTE

" maso and Warrep Ybanez Who.ﬁmshed e
- with 14 and 10-points, respectively - _
- The win improved Judmlary G
~eord to 6-1 while the Fire Fighters
- abserbed ther th1rd loss agamst four ;

< wing

Meantime, Phlhppme National Po-
lice held defending champion Armed
Forees of the Philippines te just five
points in the payoff period and scvred

a vengeful 82-67-witl in a showdown of

last year’s finaligts. -
Julins Criste .and Ollan Omlplng

starred in that mighty run tolead the
PNP Responders with 22 and 17 pomts

respectively.
The win was PN'Ps ﬁfth overall

against two defeats.

20

' CHESTER TOLOMIA

Prge: 15

."'~-PNP, raps. AF P Judlclary up.

In the other
game of the
‘tovrnament
organized - by
UNTV president
~ and CEQ Daniel
Razon, MMDA
Dpicked up iis
fourth win with
_, an 87-79 win over
" ‘National ~Hous-
ing Authority.
f The cham-
< pion team gets
" the P500,000 top
‘prize aside from the corresponding P4
million which it will donate to its cho
sen charity.
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PN contingent arrives in Manila after Port
Visit to Vietham

Lui Claudio

Pier 13, South Harbor, Manila, Philippines - The Fleet-Marine
Ready Force (FMRF), under the leadership of Commo. Albert A.
Mogol, accorded an arrival ceremony for the Philippine Navy (PN)
contingent onboard BRP Ramon Alcaraz (FF16) here today, 10
a.mn. following their successful port visit to Cam Ranh, Vietnam

from Dec. 2 to 12, 20186.

Navy Captain Dennis Rommel Quines, Commander of Naval Task
Force (NTF) 80.5, headed the PN contingent comprised of more
or less 300 officers and men from the FMRF Directorate, Surface
Warfare Students, medical team from Cavite Naval Hospital,
Naval Special Operations Team, Helicopter Detachment Afioat
{AW109), Submarine Group, Navai Combat Engineering Brigade
Combo and representatives from the Support Base Faciiities of
Naval Instalfation Command.

During the port visit, the head of mission, Commo. Albert A Mogol, together with Capt. Dennis Rommei Quines,
and the Commanding Officer of FF16, Cdr. Jeff Rene Nadugo, paid a courtesy call te the Commander of Naval
Region 4, Vietnam People’s Navy and the Leader of Khanh Hoa Province Committee in Nah Trang to engage
in a dialogue and establish the strategic partnership on maritime security and sustain a mutual respect and

cooperation,

This port visit also provided training opporiunity for twenty
(20} Students of Surface Warfare Commanders Course to be abie
to have a friendly exchange of knowledge with Vietnam People’s
Navy (VPN) Officers and io expose themselves on good

seamanship.

= The port visit was a bilateral engagement between the Philippine

Navy and the Vietnam People’s Navy to strengthen ailiance and
commiiment iowards peace and stability in the maritime region by
promoting naval diplomacy, camaraderie and fostering goodwill. During
the port visit, series of events were conducted such as combined planning
for Passing exercise (PASSEX) to enhance the interoperability between
the two navies, goodwill games, city tour, and sociai interaction.
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DND official confirms Chinese firearms offer to PHL
Philippine News Agency

A ranking Department of National Defense (DND) official admitted that the Peopie's Republic of China has
indeed made an offer to provide Philippine special forces with firearms but said the types are still to be

determine.

This was disclosed Monday by DND undersecretary for finance, munitions, installations and materiel
Raymundo Elefante.

He added they are still looking at China's offerings and determine what if is best for the Philippines.

Elefante said they are still pianning on what specific time or date to go into China to evaluate the offer of which
payment terms are spread in a 25-year period.

Earlier, President Rodrigo Duterte said he ordered DND chief Delfin Lorenzana to check on China's offer.
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AFP chief inspects brand new military petroieum tankers

Update.Ph

Armed Forces of the Philippines Chief-of-Staff Lieutenant General Eduardo M. Afio, during his first flag raising
ceremany at General Headquarters, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City December 12 as Philippine military’s top

man, inspected brand new petroleum transport tankers.
This initial delivery of petroleum tankers are part of an order to enhance the military’s support capability.
Seven (7) cullapsible and twenty-one (21) towable tankers were ordered o boost the Armed Forces’ Petroleum

Oil and Lubricant suppor! capabilities,

Lieutenan! General Afic took over the command of Philippine military December 7, 2016.

Milftary photo
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Duterte on CPP talks: | conceded too much, too soon

Fram Rappier (Dec 11)

WITH THE TROOPS. Fresident Rodfigo Duterte visits Camp Servillano Aquino in Tanac Cify on December 11, 2016,
Phato by Ace Marandante/Presidential Photo

President Rodrigo Duterte on Sunday, December 11, maintained he wouid not agree to the release of 130
political prisoners until the government and the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) have hammered out

a deal.
Duterte spoke about the peace talks with the communists as he continuad his tour of military camps on

Sunday, visiting Camp Servillano Aquino in Tarlac City.
The President delivered a 10-minute speech to soldiers from the Northern Luzon Command of the Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP).

"Gusto nila 130 na naman ang i-release ko. Sabi ko, 'No, | cannot.' As a matter of fact, | conceded too much,
too soon. Sabi ko, 'Hanggang divan lang ako.' Ngayon bahala na kung lerminate it eh di terminate it...
Nandiyan, ipinalabas ko na 'yung mga lider ninyo, lahat na, nandoon na nga sa Norway [for the peace talks]
eh. What more do you ask of us? Maubusan ako ng baraha niyan kung release ako ng release," he said. {They
want me to release 130 more political prisoners. | told them, "No, | cannot.” As & matter of fact, | conceded too
much, too soon. | said, "That's my limit." Now, if if the taiks are terminated, then whatever... But their leaders
have already been released, they even went to Norway [for the peace talks] aiready. What more do you ask of
us? | won't have cards up my sieeve anymore if | keep approving the release of political prisoners.)

But Duterte reiterated the need to end the decades-long conflict, and appealed for undersianding from the

troops.
"We have to somehow end this war. This has been going on for 45 years," he said.

"Yung iba na matagal na sa serbisyo, alam ko masakit sa inyo 'yan (Those who have been in service for a
long time, T know this process is painful for you). But you have to understand me and the rest of the Filipino
people... | am not a communist. | am just a Filipino, period. | am just doing it for the sake of my country.”
The AFP and the CPP's New People's Army (NPA) had previously declared unilateral ceasefires. The two
sides, however, have yet to reach a bilateral ceasefire agreement after they missed an October 26 deadiine.

The President, meanwhile, aiso thanked the soldiers for their service.

" know happy ang [mga] Filipinc sa inyc (! know the Filipine peopie are happy with your performance). i'm
more than satisfied with your performance," Duterte said.

"l congratulate you for a job well done," he later added.

The President has been visiting military camps across the country, promising full support for the AFP
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Duterte congratulates AFP for a ‘job well done’

Philippine Information Agency

CAMP SERVILLANO AQUINGQ, Tarac City -- President Rodrigo R. Duterte congratulated on Sunday the
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) for a job well done in the performance of their duty.

“With gratitude ang Filipino people. I know. Happy ang Pilipino sa inyo. And I'm more than satisfied with your
performance,” Duterte told about 500 troops of the Northern Luzon Command.

The Commander-In-Chief promised to provide everything the AFP needs because he wants them to be in “tip
top condition and high morale.”

Duterte likewise assured that he would take full responsibiiity for actions taken by AFP and police as iong as
they are done in the performance of their duty.

Meanwhile, he disclosed that China is now ready to furnover the firearms they promised. This is a grant
payable in 25 years.

wloreover, Duterte reiterated to the troops his desire to end the 45-year war with the New People's Army,

“Alam ke yung mga matagal na sa serbisyo masakit yan (sa foob) but you have to understand me and the rest
of the Filipino people. Mas lalo na kalaban natin Pilipino rin. Kailangang hintuin talaga natin ito... Sana
magkaroon kayo ng pagtingin sa akin. | am nol a communist. | am just a Filipino. Peried. I'm just doing it for the

sake of my country,” he stressed.

He aiso hopes that there shall soon be a path towards lasting peace in Mindanao particularly Basilan and Sulu,

%
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10 bandits killed, 6 wounded in ongoing anti-ASG

operations in Sulu
Phitippine News Agency

Ten Abu Sayvaf Groun (ASG) terrarists have bean raported killed and another six wiounded in the nnnoing

AR

focused military operations in Sulu which started in the morning of Dec. 10.

Updates forwarded by the Western Mindanac Command spokesperson Major Filemon Tan on Monday
indicated that ohgoing pursult operations against the terror group, backed by artillery and air bombardment

have so far killed 10 of the ASG and wounding six.
I'hese figures are based on civilian reports and other inielligence sources.

Tan said that pursuit operations are still ongoing as of this posting.

Fighting at Bud Taming, Barangay Kabbontakas, Patikul erupted 10 a.m. Saturday after patrol elements of
the 35th Infantry Battalion encountered around 150 ASG terrorists reportedly headed by Radullan Sahiron,
Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan, Yasser igasan and Mujer Yadah, triggering a two-hour firefight which initially killed
three troopers ard wounded 21 others, 17 of whem were hit by shraprel.

Wounded government troopers were immediately taken to the Camp Navarro General Hospital in Zamboanga
City for treatment.
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3 more soldiers die in Sayyaf ciash

Mindanao Examiner

Fierce fighting erupted on Monday between government troops and Abu Sayyaf rebels in southern Philippines,
leaving at leasl 2 dozen casualties on the military side, officials said.

Officiais said the clashes broke out in Mount Taming in Sulu’s Patikul town that left 3 soldiers dead and 21
others wounded. Troops clashed with about 150 Abu Sayyaf gunmen and the fighting lasted 2 hours.

The ¢clashes occurred in the same area where Abu Sayyaf fighters also killed 3 soldiers and wounded 17 more

on December 10.

Officials tagged Abu Sayyaf leader Radutan Sahiron and commanders Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan, Yasser Igasan
and Mujer Yadah as behind the huge group that engaged soldiers in 2 running gun batile in Patikul.

Major Filemon Tan, a spokesman for the Western Mindanao Command, insisted that 10 Abu Sayyaf members
were killed and 6 others wounded in the fighting, but troops had recovered not a singie cadaver. Tan report

cannot be independent confirmed.
“Fire support and close air support were provided to the engaging troops. Adjacent units also conducted

blocking and pursuit operations as casualties were immediately brought to the hospital. Two soldiers needed
additional medical atiention were airlifted to Camp Navarro General Hospital in Zamboanga City,” Tan said.

He said security forces were pursuing the Abu Sayyaf in an effort to rescue more than 2 dozen Malaysian and
Indonesian sailors kidnapped by the notorious rebel group tied to the Islamic State.

“The Joint Task Force-Sulu continues to conduct pursuit operations and intensify further the conduct of
focused military operations to rescue the remaining kidnap victims and neutralize the Abu Sayyaf group in

Suly,” Tan said.
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MILF drawn into fight to finish off Maute

Philippine Daily Inquirer

@I

-
Butig, Lanao del Sur, that had been occupied by members of the Maute group. —

An*A"rmiiTahk'enters' a School in
RICHEL V. UMEL

A Moro rebel group currently negotiating for a new autonomous government in Mindanao is helping the military
finish off members of the Maute group, a crime gang that had declared its affiliation with the international terror
network islamic State of Irag and Syria (IS).

Members of the Moro Istamic Liberation Front (MILF), which had entered into a peace pact with the
government under then President Aguino, clashed with Maute members who are fleeing military operations in

Butig, a town in Lanao del Sur that Maute occupied.
During the clash in the borders of Maguindanao and Lanao det Sur, & member of MILF was seriously

wounded, said Von Al Hag, MILF military chief.
Maj. Filemon Tan Jr., spokesperson of the Western Mindanao Command, cited a report from MILF saying
MILF members, under a certain Jimmu Balitor, intercepted a group of Maute members between the fowns of

Buldon and Barira in Maguindanac and Butig in Lanao del Sur.
The Maute members were apparently withdrawing from Butig when they were intercepted by MILF forces,

according to Tan.
He said the military in the area is coordinating with the group of Balitor. Soidiers had been sent to conduct

"complementary combat operations” to help MILF.
Al Hag said at jeast 50 Maufe gunmen had tried to enter the perimeter of the MILF’s Suitan Base when they

clashed with MILF members.
He said the clash fouk place as MILF tried to drive away the “intruders.”
Al Hag could not say whether the Maute group had suffered casualties in the clash but Tan said based on

reports, some gang members had been wounded, or even Killed.

Maj. Gen. Carlito Galvez Jr, head of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division, said soldiers from the 37th Infantry
Battalion had also set up a blocking force against Maute members who are now fleeing MILF fighters.
Galvez said the military has sent combat heficapters to the area to evacuate MILF rebels, who might have
beer wounded in the clash.

Two weeks ago, soldiers also battled Maute group mermnbers in Butig.
The military Iater said it drove the local terror group out of Butig after days of fighting. Soldiers, the military

said, continue to pursue Maute members who are now on the run.
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Tawi Tawi-based gangs crippled by deaths of two chiefs
and with another on the run

The Star Online

KOTA KINABALLL: With twe key leaders kiled and another or ihe run, the Tawi Tawi-based cross border

kidnapping groups are now rudderless.
The drama took place during Thursday’s well-coordinated operations to eliminate the notorious kidnap-for-

ransom groups bas:ed in the Tawi-Tawi chain of islands in southern Philippines.
Malaysia's elite police squad, the Tiger Platoon, killed Abraham Hamid, described as a kidnap kingpin by the

Philippine military, on Thursday night.
The identity of the captured key player has been withheld.
Two other gunmen, including one notorious smuggler known as Albaris, who was with

hostage might have also been killed in the shootout that night.
They have yet to be found.

Abraham, and a

Abrahamn: Killed in Semporna.
There is also a possibility thal they mighl have escaped with the hostage and are trying to make their way to

southern Philippines or hiding out in the numerous islands in Semporna.
Another kidnap kingpin, Jul Hassan, who was believed tc be in Lahad Datu-Semporna walers on that Thursday

night, was aiso caught in gunbattles early Saturday morning with Philippine Special Action Forces af Baligtan

ares near Sitangkal island.
Jul, whe was in a group of five gunmen, was caught in a skirmish with the Fitipino elite squad.

Al least one of the gunmen was killed.
Sources sad that Jul escaped despite his injuries. Security forces from Malaysia and the Philippines are now

hunting for the remaining gunmen.
Intelligence sources said Jul and the four men were in a second speedboat that entered Lahad Datu on

Thursday night while Abraham and six others were in another vessel.
Abranam’s gang snatched two fishermen and robbed the crew of three trawlers before they came face to face

with the elite Tiger Platoon men who were lying in wait on a fishing boat.
Sources said that Abraham, who was once a fisherman, operated in Taganak and Sitangkai close to the border

of Tawi Tawi.
Apparently, he turned to kidnapping to settle a loan from an influential politician in Tawi Tawi.

Abraham had taken the loan to buy fishing equipment.
He borrowec a speedboat belonging to the politician and began his life of crime, a source said.
Abraham was believed o have teamed up with several criminals involved in human and drug smuggling to
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pursue their activities in Lahad Datu and Semporna waters.
The scurce said Abraham “sold off” some of his kidnapped victims to the Abu Sayyaf group which is holding

five Malaysian sailors and four Indonesians snatched from Sabah waters.
Abrahem’s side had also teamed up with Jul's group in several forays intc Sabah, the sources said,
The sources said that Jul, who is his 50s, was previously a sub-commander with the Abu Sayyaf but gave It up

to beceme & fishermen.
Later, he got involved in criminal activities before forming his own group to go into the kidnap-for-ransom

husinace,
On Saturday, Philippine military’s Western Mindanao Command spokesman Major Filemon Tan said the

Malaysian security forces had dealt a blow to the Abu Sayyaf by killing Abraham.
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BRP Andres Bonifacio to help curb piracy,
kidnapping

{philstar.com) | Updated December 12, 2016 - 10:16am

P

F%lpp € Navy's newiy-acquirea BRP Andrés Bonifacio (FF17) arrives in Manila on Friday, Dec. 9, 2016. The

ship, & former United States Coast Guard High Endurance Cutter, is expected fo provide increased maritime

presence throughout the Philippines’ territorial waters and ifs exclusive economic zone. Philippine Navy

photo

painted naval grey, Defense Secretary Delfin

MANILA, Philippines (Philippines News Agency) — Once
(FF-17} to patrot Sutu waters and help other naval

Lorenzana expects the newly-arrived BRP Andres Bonifacio

units curb kidnapping and piracy incidents in the area.
"This ship will certainly be a valuable platform ir the pursuit of the constitutional mandate of the AFP (Armed
cerns in

Forces of the Philippines) this will strengthen the PN capabilities in raising the country's security con
the protection of our territorial integrity, and maritime interest," he said.
The Filipino frigate will be joining the BRP Tarlac (LDB-601), the country's first strategic sealift vessel, in

conducting the patrols.
'The BRP Andres Bonifacio, the country’s third Hamilton-class cutter, arrived at Pier 13, Manila South Harbor

on December 9 after a month-long voyage from the United States.
The Philippine cutter is the former US Coast Guard's high-endurance cutter Boutwel! which was retired from

US Coast Guard service last March 16 and handed to the Philippine last July 21.
Hamilton-class cutters have a gross tonnage of 3,250 tons, has a length of 378 feet, beam of 43 feet, and draft

of 15 feet.
its propulsion systems consist of two diesel engines and two gas turbine engines, giving it a top speed of 28

knots and a crew of 88 officers and enlisted personnel.

The ship has cruising range of 14,000 miles and has a sea and loiter time of 45 days.
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BRP Ramon Alcaraz, 300 naval personnel safely home
after Vietham visit

Philippine News Agency

The BRP Ramon Alcaraz {FE-16} is now safely home after ite successiul pert visit to Camh Ranh Bay wherg it

officers and enlisted personnel interactad successfully with the Vietham People's Navy (VPN).

~
&>

Capt. Lued Lincuna, Philippine Navy (PN) spokesperson, said the ship arrived 10 a.m. Monday at Pier 13 of
the Manila South Harbor.

The visit started Dec. 2 and ended on the 12th.

Aside from the ship's officers and crew, the BRP Ramon Alcaraz also carried members of Naval Task Group
80.5 headed by Capt. Dennis Rommel Quines and members of the AW-109 helicopter detachment.

Also aboard were surface warfare students, a medical team from the Cavite Naval Hospital, Naval Special
Operations Team, Submarine Group, Naval Combat Engineering Brigade Combo and representatives from the

Suppori Base Facilities of Naval Installation Command.
All-in-all, 300 Filipino personnel participated in BRP Ramon Alcaraz's port visit, Lincuna said.

"During the port visit, the head of mission, Commodore Albert A Mogol, together with Capt. Dennis Romme]|
Quines, and the commanding officer of FF16, Cmdr. Jeff Rene Nadugo, paid a courtesy call to the Commander
of Navai Regiorn 4, Vietnam People’s Navy and the Leader of Khanh Hoa Province Committee in Nah Trang to

engage in & dialogue and establish strategic parinership vn maritime security and sustain a mutual respect and
cooperation," Lincuna said.

He added the visit alsb provided training opportunity for 20 students of Surface Warfare Commanders Course
to be abie to have a frie:wily exchange of knowledge with VPN officers and to expose themselives on good
seamanship.

“The port visit was a bilateral engagement between the PN and the VPN's to strengthen alliance and
commitment towards peace and stability in the maritime region by promoting naval diplomacy, camaraderie

and fostering goodwill. During the port visil, series of events were conducted such as combined planning for
Passing exercise (PASSEX) to enhance the interoperability between the two navies, goodwill games, city tour

and social interaction," Lincuna said.
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