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By Marlon Rameos
@MRamosING

Just hours after declaring he
was “not a killer,” President
Duterte told a group of business
leaders on Monday night that
he “personally” killed drug sus-
pects when he was mayor of
Davao City.

Mr. Duterte said he rode a bzg

bike-—presumably his street-gat- -
Ing Harley-Davidson motorcy--
cle—to patrol the streets, spail--
ing fora fight and seeking to kill: - -
’ defending  his -

He was
scorched-earth policy in the fight
against fllegal drugs for which he

had drawn criticism from- .the

United Nations, United State_s, _ o
-man rights violations hurled gt -

“him by local and ifiternational

European Union and mterna
tional human rights groups.

Mr. Duterte said one- thlrd_
of the nearly 6,000 drug sus-.
pects slain in his war on drugs’

were killed in legitimate police L
- cause of the human rights .. sor-

-1y, Tam notabout to de that,” he

operanons

“T know it because—I arn'
not trying to pull my »_own_'___'

" chair—in Davao T used to do it
- personally. Just to show to the
- i{policemen)] that if I can do It

why can't you?” Mr. Duterte

o said during the Wallace Busi-
“hess Foram in Malacafiang,

“Igo around in Davao (on) a
big bike and I would just patrol
the streets and looking for trou-
ble. T was really looking for an
encounter to kill,” he said.

For that approach to fight-
ing crime in the Philippines’
"murder capital,” Time maga-

‘zine called Mr. Duterte “The

Punisher” in an article in 2002,
7" The magazine echoed the
moniker in another article after
Mr. Duterte’s election as Presi-
dent in May.

In his speech to Business-
men on Monday night, Mr.
Duterte said allegations of huy-

groups would not stop him

from pursuing his campaign

against the illegal drug trade,
“If I am afraid [and] stop be-

said.

[
-
=
=
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inDavao, -
Nusedtodoit
personally.
Just to show to
the {poﬂncemen]
. thatiflcan do
it, why can’t
you?

Rodrigo Duterte

President

“You[want to] arre
Oust me? Go shead,” he added.
“So fine. Qust me?-Good. As- -
sassinate me? Better. I have this
migraine every day [anyway} Y
he said. '
Barely five months mto hlS :
six-year term, Mr. Duterte has
gained notoriety for hackpedal-
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statements. ...
After drawmg flre for h;s_
outrageous comments, Mf.

ter: dismiss

- even. though -
. were quite plain statements;

~Shortly before addressing the
' busmessmen, Mr, - Diiterte” T~
buffed insinuations that he wass E

: “killer” for condonmg ‘extrajudic
“toery. Ifeel as 1fI can’tdoit”

 cial killings in his war on drugs
and encouraging police to kill
. suspects who would resist arrest,

- “lam not a killer. I do not rel-
ish or enjoy [seeing} a Filipino™~

sprawled there withall the blood,”
Mr. Duterte said in a speech dur-
ing The Outstanding Filipino
Awards for 2016 in Malacafiang.

“T do not want you to die,
that is not my order,”. he
stressed. "And even if Congress
would give me a carpet authori~
tyto kill everybody, | won't have
the time nor the bullets to do it.”

He added: “You know EVery.
time I decide on things to buy

exp ain
“his comments : as hyp erboie,":

eng on’ coutrovexsxal ‘policy” 'in my mind that these things -
- would be used-against the Fil-

. -ipinos-.

I don’t enjoy it "

' He needs help.

What should I do? T really want

He said he gave copies of the
documents to House Speaker

Pantaleonr Alvarez and Senate

Presidént Aquilino Pimentel I
to seek help in dealing with the
drug menace, which he described

as™“a threat to national security,”

But-Mr, Duterte-has some

: §1deas of his own, including mak-

ing the rich adopt drug addicts,

. He also had a few words for
the Catholic Church, one of the
strident critics of his bloody war
on drugs: “Check out your flock
and look for the lost sheep.”

- “They say, ‘Why did Duterte

guns and bullets, there is always - have to kill them? Why not just - 1l

n his prewous speeches -
._the Preszdent took out asheaf of ..
" documents and- showed ittohis
‘audienee during: His talk at both- o
events in'the Palace;” @
“This:[is] the drug mdustry 3
in . this® Country,” Mr: ‘Duterte -
said. “I would like to ‘get advice.

'send™thern' to * [rehabilitation
centers]?” Son of a bitch, They-
did not know I have nowhere to
go,"hesaid.

o IE - you - want to help The,

+ make available your houses To

the nch peoPIe those who have

‘what happens " he said; ehc'tmg
gxggles from his audignce;:

* Fof the nth time: he said the
Aquing administration Teft him
funds good only for miainte-
nance’ and operations, and
nothing for building rehabilita-
tion centers for drug addicts.

- “So'to the bleeding hiearts, if
you really want to stop the vig-
lence, do it. You adopt an addict
and share the love [wzth} yaur
fellowthen;” he said.

“It’s for you to understand
the perdition of a drug addict. If
you want, I'will start with those
from Tondo. Choose what you
want, boy or girl. it’s just the
same lanyway]. If they go Crazy,
they will stab you dead. It leads
o a massacre, Do you think it's
that easy?” he said. INQ.. e

TP Lo Juﬂ
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By Framism Tuy'ay and John Paolo Bencito

RESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte on Tuesday
ordered security forces to decimate “the
forces of evil” in Mindanao, including the
Abu Sayyat and the Maute group, amid reports
that a Singaporean has taken the lead in efforts to
spread the influence of the terrorist Islamic State
(ISIS) in Mindanao and Southeast Asia.

“There will be no letup, wheth- . -

er they are foreign terroristi-or
Indonesians, and Malaysians,
‘are in various parts of Mindanao

not,” Naticnal Security Adviser
rermogenes Esperon said, refer-
ring to the new phase in Duterte’s
war on terrorisin. .

The renewed push against

terrorists comes arnid reports that
13 foreigners, including Syrians,

training local militants in bomb

~making and urban terrorism

technigues. Next page
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War...
From Al

At the airport before flying to
Cambodia and Singapore, Duterte

the chairmanship of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations next year,
Manila will propose two documents
to the 10-nation bloc, incuding a
“Manils Declaration to Combat the

group as behind the planting of an
tmprovised bomb [ate Saturday night
at a Christmas display in front of the
Kiamba municipal hall.

“We've had enough of him ai-

said a Singaporean has taken over ef-
forts to build up the ISIS presence in
Sulu and in Southeast Asia.

“In Sulu now, there is a group...
Ted by a Singaporean,” Duterte said.

“Countering terrorism, viofent
extremism and radicalization will be
the key areas of discussion as well
as.the waron illegal drugs,” Duterte
said of his upcoming meeting with
Singapore’s Prime Minister Les
Hsien Loong,

Puterte had earlier warned that the
international terrorist organization
I81S has made inroads in the coun-
iry, connecting with the local Maute
groug.

The Abu Sayyaf is also seeking
recognition {ror [S1S, which is seek-
ing to build a wilayat or province in
Southeast Asia, as if comes under
heavy attack in the Middle East.

Atleast 14 battalions have aiready

been deploved in known terrorist ha-_

vens in Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-Tawi,
as parts of efforts to neutzalize them.

The Army’s 35th Infanry Bat
talion clashed- with 150 fully armed
Abu Sayyaf fighters led by Radul-
tan Sahiron in Sitic Dyundangan,

Buhanginan village in Patikul, Suli; -

killing 10 bandits while suffering
four casnalties on Saturday.

“The Maute group, which has
pledged - allegiance to the Islamic
State, 1ost 63 fighters when’ ‘govern-
ment forces  attacked: Butxg town in--
Lanao del Sur ldst wiek ” :

Esperon said ant1~terronsm efforts

Kzamba Sarangan:
‘havebieH-onpOME B Mg ar i aﬁ@‘fﬁ%ﬁﬂ

sampaien launghed recontly, %@a&%&mom? mmz. ;
manbunf” operétions. against Mo- -

finish the terrorists off.

. Secutity was raised in Smgapom
last August amid reports that terror-
ists;wre ftargeting one f)f Asig’s top
financial centers. .

Lee had called for mcreaseci vigi-
lance amid the looming specter of
terrorismm “which can tear our society
apart.” i

Sources told the Manila Standard

“that when the Philippines assumes

: _'pIedgecE suppdrt-to :

Rise of Radicalization and Violent
Extremism.”

Police on Thesday said all ﬁmr
arrested suspects in the failed US
Fmbassy bomb attack are [SIS sup-
porters.

“All four suspects are members
of the Sarangani-based -Ansar al-

Khilafzh in the Philippines (AKP)..

which had earlier pledged:allegiance
to ISIS and its leader Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi,” said Manila Police Dis-
tfict {(MPD) director Senior Supt.
Joel Coronel.

Citing a report submifted by Ma-
nila Police District (MPD) director
Senior Supt. Joel Coronel, Mamila
Mayor Joseph Estrada on Monday
identified the fourth suspect arrested
as Elmer Romero, 36, alias Jamal,
wheo admiited to being a conspirator
in the bomb plot. _

Corenet  said mte]hgcnce units
from the Armed Forces and the Phil-
ippine National Police (PNP) helped
with Romero’s capture-and debunked
reports that the US Federal Bureau of
Investigation tock part in the operam
tior, S

said they are hunting down two more

possible suspects, oneé of whom he

said has already left Metro Manila.
barangani ofﬁcials,' ‘meanwhile,

i Ma or Raui
i

hamad Jaafar Maguid alias Tokboy,
founder of the __Ansar -al-Khilafal
Philippines group:

The group, Wwhich it operatmg in
parts .of South’ Cotabato,  Sarangani
and Sultan Kudarat provinces, has
been blamed for a nuntber of terrorist
attacks in the area over the last few
years.

Authorities

tagged‘ Maguld ]

With Romeros anest Coronel

ready, § bope that the reward money
will expedite his arrest,” the mayor
told reporters,

Martinez said he personally raised
the P millioa bounty through donors
in Kiamba and the meighboring mu-
nicipalities of Maasim and Matium.

... He said it will be given to anyone
whio woild be abie to provide infor-.
mation that will lead to Maguid's ar-
rest, '

The reward money is on top of
the standing P200,000 bounty for
Maguid that was earlier set by the
Department of the Interior and Local
Government.

The International Commitiee of
the Red Cross said Tuesday that near-
ly 7,000 people have been displaced
for more than a month following
armed clashes between government
security forces and armed groups in
Basilan province.

“These families left their homes
“and sources of livelihood after the
hostilities started in November.
The residents of six villages in the
conflict-affected municipalities of

AlBarka and Tuburan chose to stay

“with relatives or in evacuation cent-
ers for fear of being caught in the
crossfire. The ICRC’s distribution is
in response to their basic needs for
food,” satd Nezer Tamine, deputy

- -._-head of the ICRC sub- delegation in

pport. theit needs e Inber— -

"L national Committes of the Red Cross

(ICRC) provxded foad rations and hy-
g{é‘ne g for the affected families

n];la,ﬁtmg the i1 Al-Barka and. Tuburan, with the

support of the Philippine Red Cross
_(PRC} Bastlan chapter. :

Also recently, the ICRC arranged
for 12 emergency health kits to be de-
livered to’ hospitals and roral health
units in Sulu and Basilan provinces
to support the medical needs of the
affected civilians. These kits also
coniain dressing materials to treat
the weapon-wounded. With Sandy
. Araneta, PNA

apr Foos
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194 eommissioned into Armed Forces

- THE defense and military estap”

lishment yesterday welcomed
194 new probationary second
lieurenuants and ensigns who
graduated from the Army, Ajr
Force and Navy Officer Candi-
date Schools.

. Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana thanked the officers
for volunteering to serve the
country and for putting their lives
at tisk for the Filipino people.

- Lorenzana asked the officers

to “always live by the highest
standards of service profes-
sionalism.”

The new officers took up
the one-year Officer Candidate
Course from the Officer Can-
didate Schooi of the Army, Air
Force and Navy, Sixty-eight
graduated from the Army’s
OCS, 63 from the Air Force
OCS, and another 63 from the
Navy OCS.

The top three graduates from

the Army school were P/Lt. Phil
Jun Ocumen, P/Lt, Kimberty
Jean Lappao, and P/2Lt. Armie
Macapinlac. ’
The Air Force school's top
three graduates were P/2Lt. Iris
Eugenio, P/2Lt. Nathanie] Diaz,
P/2Lt. Argie Clarence Torralba
while the Navy school gradu-
ates were led by Marine P/2Lt.
Mark Andrew Badilia, P/2Lt.
Ricky Degutierrez and P/2Lt, Je-
sus Hell Carballo. — Vietor Reyes
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24 rebel surrenderees receive gov’t assistance
From the Mindanao Times (Dec 13); 24 rebel surrenderees receive gov't assistance

R

ENTY-FOUR former members of New People’s Army received a fotal of P305.000 under the government’s
-wgomprehensive-localintegration.program.(CLIR). during a. hrisf.ceremony held at the provincial coliseum in Davao ..

dal Syr vesterday morning,

3t s China Celina Castro, civil-military operation (CMO) officer of ~3™ infantry Battalion.said 12 surrenderees

recaived P15,060 each while 11 former rebels got P10.000 esach,

Thev will alsg each get P50,000 as livelihood assistance in the _’;am_épc: weeks,

ne wurnover of assistance was spearheaded by Davao del Sur Sovernor Douglas Cagas: provincial director Remedios
aicovinc of Department of Interior and Local Government: Desarment of Social and Welfare Development official

T

B

Geraidine Lano; and 1Lt Edgar Oliva, Alpha Company commander of the 73rd iB.

Baosed on data. 103 former rebels from Davao del Sur, Davac Secidantal and Sarangani Province already

sur-encerad to 73" IB since last vear: 75 of them alreacy rsseiven immediate and livelihcod assistance worth 253,000
n1s of the program.

Ly
Lo

sann, The rast are under process or some do not qualify in tne e

me m oante werth of assistance wage alsc awardeg ast »227 10 e 20 former rebeis whe surrancersd © the unitin

Anoiner 20

Sree T mres g
AT

oo

St tmd

1 & national program of the government that seeks ¢ contribute toward achieving the goa! of permanent
zrc geaceful closure of armed confiicts and non-state armec 3roups. particularly the NPAs.

ooacstul colishorative effort of the orovincial

waior and govemment's effort of permanent and
~rie Tapac. e batialion commanaer. saic

~nz wslvond gssistance awarded o the former rebeis (FR
covarnment, PNF-Davao del Sur and 73E i support © th
seacefy slosure of all armed conflict in the country” LL Col
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' Defense Secretary Delfin Loren-

zana on Tuesday rejected a de-
mand by communist guerrillas
for government troops to with-
draw from rebel-influenced
communities in the countryside
in exchange for a month-long
ceasefire.

Lorenzana . said troops
would continue to be deployed
in all rural areas where they
have to suppress lawlessness,
adding that the New Peopie’s
Army (NPA) guerrillas cannot
claim any part of the country as
their territory.

“They always say we are en-

croaching on their area, What
areas are they talking about?”
Lorenzana said. . .

“The President says you
don't have any area,” he said,
addressing the Maoist guerril-
las. “This is the Republic of the
Philippines.”.

The Commi

Philippines (CPP) warned Presi-.
-dent Duterte last week that the

guerrillas may be forced to end
their ceasefire. and resume
fxghtmg if he _clces not suspend
the government’s counterinsur-
gency program. and withdraw
troops from rebel-mﬂuenced
areas, :

. ';st Party of the

- If-Mr.-Duterte . fulfills- the
demands by January and re-
leases  political  detainees
through an amnesty, the CPP
said it can guarantee the cease-
fire’s extension.

The President has separare-
Iy declared an indefinite cease-
fire, and the truce declarations
by both sides have helped fos-
ter peace talks brokered by
Norway.

Forced to engage
NPA guerrillas, hewever,
will be forced tu engage troops
if the President presses the mili-
tary’s deployment of troaps in

“what the rebels claim as “guer-

rilla zones” in the countryside,
the outlawed party said in a
statement.

While no fighting has
erupted since both sides de-
clared separate ceasefires in

August, the Maoist guerrillas 1
‘have’ complamed that troops -

continued to be deployed in
rebel areas to carry out
surveillance and other coun-
terinsurgency operations,
Lorenzana said he favored
proposals for separate cease-
fires declared by the govern-
ment and for the rebels to be

Page: A5

strengthened into asignedijoint

truce . with - mutually agreed
termas that could restrict rebel
crimes being continuously com-
mitted, including extortion.

No more releases

Mr. Duterte has also said he
would no longer support the re-
lease of more insurgents after
he worked to free several rebel
leaders.

He said he would maintain
his position even at the risk of

"the peace talks being terminat-

ed by the guerrillas. .
- The' rebels, he saId ‘has
asked him to free13o detainees,
“I .conceded too much too
soon,” Mr. Duterte told troops
Sunday at a military camp, “I'fl
lose my cards, [ always release.”
“I said, ‘That's my limit. Now
it's up to you if you'll terminate
it... Ive freed all your leaders n

government _assessment ob-
tained by The Associated Press
sald the guerrillas declined to
3,800 fighters with more than
4,500 firearms in'the first half of
the year, with about 700 of the
country’s 42,000 villages affect-
ed by the insurgency. —ap
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‘ready to.

- Despite his differences with communist
rebels over their demand o free more than
130 so-called political prisoners, President
Duterte believes the leftist insurgents are
loyal to his administzation and are even
ready to die for him. " -

Duterte belied notions that the political
left are plotting his ouster, noting that he
had established a relationship with com-
munist New People’s Army rebels when
he was still mayor of Davao City.

“Let me tell you frankly, in every dem-
onstration, it's the yellow who's shouting
for my ouster. But you will never hear it
from the communists because [ am the
President belonging to the left actually,”
Duterte said during the Wallace Busi-
ness Forum dinner in Malacafiang late
Monday. : ,

He was referring to the previous

Duterte confident communists
- lie for him

' By ALEXIS ROMERO

Aquino administration whose political
color was yeliow. LT
“The Reds would never demand my
ouster. They will die for me, believe me.
That's the reason why I was able to con-
vince them for a talk,” he added. o

Duterte said he was able to cross
ideological borders even before he became
mayor. He said this allowed him to facili-
tate the release of soldiers and policemen
kidnapped by rebels.

“They will never go for the ouster. Look
at their posters. They would just condemn
the burial of Marcos. But that was réally -
their line, their favorite lines actually, be-
cause Marcos was their enemy,” he said, -
referring to the late dictator Ferdinand
Marcos’ controversial burial at the Libin-
gan ng mga Bayani. :

— Jaime Laude, Artemio Dumlag

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Fmaif add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

1




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

|

GFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: ocacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) §45-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

[af December 2016
g

By }ohn Paoéc Benmto

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Duterte
said Tuesday the communist reb-

“with the government Wouid never
demand his ouster and would
even die for him to protect him
from the “Yellow" forces wanting

Page: AZ]

“Inevery demonstmnon, it’s the
Yellow{s] who are always shout-
ing for my auster. You will never
hear it from the Commumnists

Next page

cls seeking a peace agreement the presxdency

D_lgo ng...
fromB1 . _
because I’ am the President be-
longing to the Left,” Puterte told
businessmen in Malacafiang.

*“The Reds would never demand
my ouster. They will die for me,
believe me. That’s the reason why
I was able to convinee them for a
[peace] falk.”

He said the members of the Yel-
low forces were the only ones call-
ing for his guster because the Left
woilld: never demand that he step

fown.

“Everybody would tell you that
[ was crossing the ideological bor-
ders even before I became mayor.
Find & poficemen or soldiers who
was, who was taken hostage there.
And they would tell you the per-
son who would go there fo the
mozmtam 1o retr:eve tbem," Du~

only agamst the burial
. late ‘President Ferdinand
Marcos at ‘the heroes” cémetery.
"“Do not believe that sh*t that
they will niever gO for that euster ?
Duterté gaid.
- *Lookat theu‘ posters Tbey
would just condema the buriat of
Marcos, ‘bt that is just their fa-
vorite line-because Marcos was
their enemy. But for those who
cannot forget, you are condemned
to etfjoy your grief until you die.”
“Liast week, Duterte slammed
the Yellow supporters who _}omed
thie tecent protest actions against
the buriat of the Iate dictator at the
heroes™ cemetery, which Ted to the
resignation of Vice President Leni
Robredo. -
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can’t control

BY VICTOR REYES

DEFENSE Scoretary Deifin Lorenzana
yesterday scored the National Demo-
cratic Front of the Philippines for
the continued extortion and arson
activities of its armed wing, the New
People’s Army, despite ongoing peace
negotiations,

Lorenzana said the NPA atrocities
justify the conduct of law enforcement

operations against the members of the
COMIMUINST group,

“The problem with the NDF is they
¢annot stop their people from con-
ducting extortion, burning of trucks
and egiiipment,” saied Lorenzana, who
echoed President Duterte’s wirning ta
the NPA to stop its attacks.

The government and the commu-

" See COMMUNIST > Page e

COMMUNIST

nist group declared separate
unilateral ceasefires last August
prior to the resumption of for-
mal peace talks, The two sides
are discussing a bilateral truce
that will define whar constiture
ceasefire violations,

“As what the President said,
these (atrocities) should be
stopped so we can talk., Oth-
erwise, let’s stop the talks,
Now, they cannot prevent
the military or the police from
conducting [aw enforcement
operations,” he said.

Lorenzana said NPA rebels
who roam with their firearms
are also subject to law enforce-

ment operations. “They should
not roam around with their
firearms there (in the country-
side),” he said.

He criticized the COmMmunist
group for alleging that soldiers
are violating the government
truce by ‘encroaching” on
supposed rebel areas or ter
ritories.

“They keep on saying we are
encroaching in their area. What
area are they talking abour?
The President said ‘they have
10 area, this is the Republic of
the Philippines and I am the
President.’ He said the miljtary
can go anywhere they want to
enforce the laws of the fand,”
said Lorenzana.

The government and NDFP
panels are set to hold the third
round of peace talks next
month in Oslo. The bilateral
truce is among isstes to be dis.
cussed.

The first two rounds of
Peace negotiations berween
the government and NDFP,
under the Duterte govern-
ment, were held in Osio in
August and October.

Lorenzana said a bilareral
ceasefire agreement should
be reached to end the rebel
atrocities. However, said such
ceasefire should not result in
a pullout of troops who, he
said, have to respond to law-
lessness,
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B?‘ Mario J. Mallari

“The Pepartment of National
Défense (DND) yesterday rejected
callls from the communist group for
military troops to pull out from
rehel infested areas in fthe
cotmtryszde as it vowed continuous
la® enforeement operations by the
Arfned Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) sgainst all armed group.

"Defense Secretary Delfin
Lérenzana disntissed claims by the
Cémrrunist Party of the Philippines-
Néw People’s Army-National
Democratic Front (CPP-NPA-NDF)

formal resumption of the peace
talks in Oslo, Norway.

However, amid the ongoing talks
between the peace panels, the
cormmurdst group has demanded the

. release of all political prisoners and
~the puil out of troops from their

*..8upposEd: areas of operatwn in the :

“eountryside; i

.. "They always say that we are

' encroachmg on their ares, what
area are they talking a.bout‘:‘ The
President has told them ‘you don't

" have any area. This is the Republic
of the Philippines and [ am the.

President and the military can go

that government tro ops are
endangezing the ongoing peace talks

- with thelr continued ‘operations.

Lorenzana stressed that up to
now members of the NFPA are still
engaged into extortion and other
criminal activities in spite of the
peace pegotiations between the
Duterte government.and the NDF
peace panels,

The Defense chief chided the
NDF for not having any controi of
armed rebels on the ground.

*Our operations will not stop
while there is-lawlegsness,”
Lorenzana said, adding “the
anywhere they want to ehforce the
laws of the Jand," Lorenzana said.

The defense chief, however,
expressed full suppert to the
bilateral coasefire being eyed by
the govemment and PP—NDF
pesce panels, oo

* L SReds i e L

Talking to the tmemb rs of i:he
Wallace Business Forum over
dinner late Monday night, the self-
proclaimed eftist Dutert said that
the communist group will save and
offer their lves for his'sake in case
ah ousfer or coup pl 0ts persist
against him. - [

f QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

problem wonh NDE they cannot
stop people from extorting, burning
equipment.”

“Now, they cannot prevent the
military or police in eonducting law
enforcement operations..they
(NPAs) should not brandish their
firearms,” he sald.

The Duterfe government and
the CPP-NDF are eyeing o hilateral
ceasefire agreement to pave the
way for the smooth peace
negotiations.

At present, botn sides have
separate declaration of ceaséfire

singe last August vehich le_d to the

“In avery demonstration, it's the
yellow who is shouting for my ouster
but you will never hear it from the
communists,” Duterte said. _

“The Reds would never demand
for my ouster. They will die for Ine,” ™
he strongly added, .

- Thie Prestdlent 4380 said that N?A

"i-combatzmts look p st bim as'a”

“hero of sorts, ..

“And you can go to the
mountains and ask the regu}ar
armed NPA. And ask them, "who it iy
your idoi?’ Let me dlsa,buse yeur
mind about thds thought that we are
enemies.” he said.
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President Duterte is unperturbed regarding the
threat of the Maute Group to burn down Maraws
City if the demands of the bandlt group are not
" met, o
Buring a dinner hosted for members of The Wal-
lace Business Forum in Malacafiang, Duterte ini-
tially sounded optimistic in learning that the group
was ready to pull out of their offensive atfacks but
wanted government forces to- back: off from run-
ning after the outiaws, something which the presi-
dent was not agreeable to, . SR

“And 1 said, ‘Go ahead, do it” We need to do a lot of
constructions in this country, There are a lot of materi-
als there and we will be glad to rebuild and rehabiitzte
every struckure that you destroy, As long its confined in
the areas of Lanao, I dont really care,” stated Dinterte,
"N, I wifl not stop the operation. As a matter of fact, we
will go ahead and - that's stupidiy” - S

 Aside from the Maute group; Duterte; s cited the .
Naticnal Bemocratic Front's. (NDF) request for Him'to
release more political prisoners as part of confidence-
building measures in the on-going peace talks.

"1 said to Secretary (Jesus) Dureza and (Silves-
tro} Bello, Yook guys you teil the communist that
I have as a matter of fact Conceded too. many too -
-500n. Al of the leaders are out and the only reason
why I agreed that they should be out Is because
you have to do the talking in another country ang
that is in Oslo}” said Duterte, < i

Duterte even threatenad to end talks with the
communist group if they keep on demanding the
release of more prisoners. S
+ Mou don't make so much demands that arg re-
atly too... and we have to (alsc consider) the views
of the rhilitary and the police.” {Elena Aben)

N
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;Nanindigan si Pangulong
Duterte ntitong Lunes laban
sa mga banta at kahilingan ng
teroristang grupo at ng mga
grupong rebelde.

‘Sa kanyang talumpati 64 .

hapunan para sa mga miyembro
ng The Wallace Business Forum
sa Malacafiang nitong lLunes,
sinabi ng Presidente ang tungkol
sa bantang Maute terror group
sa Mindanao. _ .
“Today, wetook consideration
of the'Maute rebeliion going on
in Lanaoc. And they said that
they dre willing to puli cut,” ani
Duterte. . .
Gayunman, sinabi ni Duterte

na bildng kapalit nito ay hiniling

ng Mautena itigil naang opensiba

Banta ng Maute,

mga kondisyon ng NDF ‘di uubra:

ng militar sa grupo kung hindi ay -
sigilaban nila ang buong Marawi g
<o "] said tor
“Dureza and (Silvestro) Bello,
+look guys you tell the commurdst

Ciy. .
“And T said, ‘Go ahead,

do it.”.We need to do a lot of -
constructions in this country. :
There are a lot of materials there -

and we will be glad to rebuild
and rehabilitate every siructure
that you destroy. As long it's
confined in the areas of Lanao,
I-don't really care,” aniya. “"No,
I will not stop the operation.
As a matter of fact, we will go
ahead.”

Binanglg(it din ng Presidente
ang tung i

ol sa i%migiit n
Nafional Democratic Front (ND

na palayain ang mas maraming
political prisoners kaugnay ng -

omunista.
ecretary (Jesus)

that I have as 2 matter of fact

“conceded too many too soon.

Al of the leaders are out and the

“only reason why I agreed that
-they shouid be out is because you
- haveto do the talking in another

i

‘country and that is in Oslo’,
ani Duterte. “But to be askin

- for another 130 releases, you te
..them produce to me, show mea

‘document sighed bK even with
the Norway guys who provided

‘the good offices... to sign itand [

will consider.”
e Elena L. Aben
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AFE w.Wei;@mies.,,_ﬁ..‘l.ﬂaﬁt New Officers

CAMP AGUINALDO, Quezon City - The Armed Forcas of the Prilippines (AFP} officially wetcomed
154 new Brobationary 2% Lisutenants and Snsians fom the Officer Candidate Schaol in g joint
g J

racuafion ceramony held Tuesday. 12 December 207 & nere at the AFP Theater. AFF Public Affairs

Chief Marine Colonel Edgare & Arsvaic disclosed.

“After a vear of rigorous training in their respective Offizer Candidate Course {QOCC). 88 officer
candicatas from the Philipping Army, 63 from the Philipoine = Force, and 83 from the Philippine

1
tonal Arevaio.

i
Navy will now iein the regular force of the AFP. said Colonat 4

{ tGan Salvador Melchor B Mison Jr. the AFP

The Secretary of National Defense Delfin N Lorenzana.
Nenuty Chief of Staff, Major Service Commanders and other officers personaily welcomed the
¥ j

(W f R}

graduates and presented the awards to the top three students from each Major Service.
" Class 47-2016 wera P21t Phil Jun D Ocumen who received the

W Lappao. who was awarded the Secretary of National
nient of the Chief of Staff AFP (CSAFP)

Leading the Army's OCC "Kadasig
Presidential Saber, P/2Lt Kimberly Jean
Defense (SND) Saber, and P2Lt Armie B Macapinlac, reci

Saber,

ala” Class 2016, P/2Lt Iris & Eugenio received the Presidential Saber

For the Air Force’s “Siklabt
followed by P/2Lt Nathaniel D Diaz with the SND Saber and P/2Lt Argie Clarence C Torralba with the

CSAFEP Saber.

121+ Mark Andrew S Badilla who was

The Navy's "Madangpanan” Class 28 were led by Marine 7
with the SND Saber, and P/Ens Jesus

awarded the Presidential Saber, P/Ens Ricky T Degutierrez
Hell C Carballo with the CSAFP Saber.
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“The conclusion of vour course is as important tc you as it is to us in the AFP. We wholeheartedly
receive you not only to the camp but also to the organization that only the brave and the patriotic
enough dare join.” said LtGen Mison.

Secretary lL.orenzana on the other hand advised the graduates to take responsibility in the new
nositions that they will be holding. He further assured the graduates that the Department of National

Defense will continue to support the modemization program of the Armec Forces.

“I thank you for volunteering to serve our country. You wili be in the forefront; you will be putting your
lives on the line, 24 hours a day, seven davs a week. | wish vou good iuck to your new career and |
hope that all of you will reach the pinnacle of your respective military careers.” Secretary Lorenzana

c;_oncluded.

The new officers will be granted a month of academic leave before reporting to their training
commands where they will be given their unit assignments.

hools established in the three Major Services train civilians and enlisted

The officer candidate s¢
calaureate degree hoiders to be future members of the AFP regutar force.

nersonnel who are bac

ares an officer candicate with 2 rank of Probationary Seconc Lieutenant or
ticnally fit tc the AFP’s Corps of Officers in

mentatly. physically. anc emo

the regular forze.
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HERO'S W

L COME | 7th Marine Battalion Set to Retrain and Refurbish

AR &fiie Photc
NAVAL STATION JOSE V ANDRADA, Roxas Boulevard, Manila (DWDD) ~ Another Marine Battalior: from

Mindanac is set for retraining and refurbishing or the next 8-8 months here in Metro Manila.

The 7th Marine Battalion will be arriving on December 14, 201€ and subsedquently be officially welcomed by &
simple ceremony at Commodore Divino Pier, Headquarters Philippine Navy, Naval Station Jose Andradz in

Roxas Bivd., Manila.

Afier more than a decade of nerforming frontline sombat duties. the unit will be given a break for a retraining
and refurbishing at Marine Sarracks Rudiardc Srown, Taguig City.

During thig occasion. thers - of awards © deserving personnei of the unit who has giver

meir unselfisn aegicaton

The Flag-Officer-in-Commanc Philippineg Navy Vice Admiral Ronald Joseph S Merzacc AFP will be the
Keynote Speaker quring the weicome ceremon: ans will pe assistec by the Commancant Philippine Manne

Corps. Mar Gen Apars i Costales Jr AFP and other wiarine Sorps Siafi.

The original Tin Marine Sattalion which was actvaied pursuant 1o General Order Number 708, Armed Foross
of the Philippines affective 20 October 1877 has performed security duties to the Presidential family at the

§t e B ~ ,
Malacanang Lomplex.

“he aftarmath of the EDSA Peapie Power Revowgior of 1886 commenced the deactivauon of the 7th Marine
Battalion which was then under the Presidential Sscurity Command.

Two {2} vears fater, the unit was reactivated on 01 June 1988 pursuani to GO Nr 57 HPMAR dated 07 June
1088 as a regular line Battalion of the Philippine Marines. Since then. the unit has consistently accomplished

its mandated missions and earned a good reputation in the AFP organization.

its present Acting Commanding Officer is Lt Col Randy U Victoria PN(M) and Maj Ferdinand B Foronda PN{M}
as the Batalion Executive Officer. The battalion staffs are as follows: Maj Ead Owen F Rufin PN(M) the
Operations Officer. Cpt Arnel T Laddaran PN(M) Communications Officer, Cpt Ryan Roy A Borra PN{M} Civil
Military Operations Officer. 11t Jieve Ajijul PN(M} Adjutant/Admin Officer, 11t Rane! C Dimawalta PN(M)

Logistics Officer, and MS3gt George Q Sechong PN{M} Baltaiion Sergeant Major.

During the welcome ceramony. the families, relatives and #riends of the Officers and men of 7th Marine
Battalior will aiso be joining to meet their beloved and patrictic Marines from the frontline. PMC PAO / MCAG

Army Core Purpase: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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ALL-OUT SUPPORT | Pres. Duterte satisfied with AFP’s performance

b b 4

TARLAC CITY, - I am more than satisfied with vour performance.” this was the statement of
President Rodrigo Duterte when he visited sotdiers at Camp Servillanc Aquinc on Dec. 11. Sunday.

His visit is a dispiay of continuing supoort to the miliiary =€ alsc announced he is giving Thristmas

SuD
presents for them this Yuietide season.

The President mentioned that the soidiers have a president whe gives ali-out support 1 e mititary.
adding that he belisves in a strong police and military.

He said he will always support the miliiary as long as there are available government "esources so
the Armed Forces of the Philippines remains in tiptop condition. morale is high and the organization is
atwavs backed up by the commander-in-chief.

The members of the military were reminded ic do their duties anc not io worry about critcisms and
iegal actions. the President said. This Christmas. the President may give something tc the military,

noting it will arrive in their camps.

The President also announced arms delivery from China and he said he is sending Defense

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana {o receive the weapons 1o he extended by the Asian neighbor.

“Mindi na tavo kailangan maghingt pa sa ba because they're willing to give it. Hindi naman free but
it's a grant actuaily.

ffit's a grant payable in 25 years that is really practically giving,” he said. He also appealed to the
soidiers to understand the ongoing peace talks with the rebsls, stressing that as president. he has to
consider the interest of greater number of Filipincs by asttaining lasting peace in the country.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.
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He also warned about the threat posed by Mideast-connected extremist who mey sesk refuge in
Indonesia. Malaysia, Philippines. countries with significant Muslim populations.

At the same time. he explained his scheduled trip to Cambodia and Singapore this week noting his
trip is part of his administration's diplomatic thrust to strengthen ties with ASEAN neighbors.

“It would maybe someday work to our benefit because we have cohesiveness at magkaisa tayo dito
The world is really a troubied one. Nagkakampao-kampo kasi, like it started with the =U. Mga
Europeans gusto nila mag-kampc tapos limitado tayo dito, ganon.” he said.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Hundreds join AFP CentCom’s first fun run in Cebu
From the Philippine information Agency {Dec 12} Hundreds join AFP CentCom’s first fun run in Cebu

Around 400 running enthusiasts in Cebu joined the first fun run on December @ staged inside the

headquarters of the Armed Eorces of the Philippines [AFPY Central Conrand frCamp Lapulapu;
Lahug, this city.

Dubbed the “Colorful Night Party Run,” runners took part in navigating the course for 3K, 5K, and 1CK
categories set up inside the CentCom headquarters. a race course made challenging as the run took

place in the evening,

At 6:00 p.m., the race kicked off with a video presentation showing the advocacy behind the fun run.

“This is to promote our advocacy which Is to enceurage support for our troops, especiaily the frontline
soidiers who are batiling terrorism in Mindanao,” explained Lt. Col. Medel Aguiiar, assistant chief of

staff for the Civil Military Operations of CentCom here.

Aguilar said that Ric 2018 Oivmpian, Mary Joy ~abal, spoke ~afore the runnere bafors the race. urging tham ic

support the Filipine soidiers.

By watching their advocacy viaeo. Agultar said this gave the fun run a new meaning for e sarticipating

runners who were compasec of not only soidiers 2ut aisc sivilians,

Some parenis who ran the course tagged their chiidren along with them, making the race a Tamily affair. while

some runners as old as 80 were alsc seen racing through the course that featured bright and colerful

Christmas lights put up along the road.
At the finish line. runners were grested by an imprompiu party as the area was flonded with bubbiss biowr
from a foam machine. whiie dancing. colorful fights lit up the suds.

Aguilar, who also ran in the 5k category, is hopefui that other civifian organizations anc government agencies
will hold more fun runs with CentCom to rafly support for the government troops.
Runners Club, a private organization. initiated the first fun run.

“We're looking at holding the fun run every quarier from now on. We're ready to support our partner agencies
that will want to initiate the race with us.” he said.
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2 freed Indonesian captives of Abu Sayyaf to return home
= Soel Parefic {philstar.com) | Updated December 13, 2016 - 3:28pm

Bow, i lie
A

P ot S )
‘s

ZAMBOANGA CITY — The two indonesian sailors freec by the Abu Sayyaf Group were formally presentec
Tuesday to an Indonesian Embassy official here.

Muhammad Nasir and Robin Piter were presented by Brig. Gen. Jose Cabanban, deputy commander of the
Western Mindanao Command {Westmincom), to Indonesian Embassy protocoi officer Pak Wiba during a

simple ceremony at the military base here.

Nasir and Piter were released by the Abu Sayyaf Group under Alhabsy Misaya at 1:22 p.m. on Monday to
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) commander Tahir Sali in Indanan town.

The freed victims were brought to Sulu Vice Gov. Nurunnisa Tan whao subseguently presented them to the
Joint Task Force Sulu (JTFS).

Nasir and Piter were brought to this city Tuesday moming and turned over to the custody of the Indonesian
embassy official,

Westmincarm spokesman Maj. Filemon Tan Jr. did not comment when asked if 2 ransom was paid for the

release of the victims.
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Cabanban, meanwhile, said the release of the victims was a result of the ongoing military assauit in Suju
against the Abu Sayyaf.

The Indonesian Embassy official thanked the military and the Philippine government for securing the release of

their two compatriols.

The two were flown aboard a plane to thair consulate office in Davao City and will iy home te Indenesia

anytime Tuesday.,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

27




