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PHNOM PENH : The re
tion hit him §ix months" it¢
presidency:” He does _
thejob.- -
“I am  old” Presiden’c_
Duterte told.d.cheering crow
‘of several thousand expamat
Filipinos in. the ‘Catnbodia
capital Phnom Penh on hzs -
rival for a two-day visit. ~ e
“This is my last hurrah, Af-
ter this, 77. Lam not sure f T will.
still be around by the end of m; '
term,” he said. ' S
Mr. Duterte whc wﬂl be 77
_when his six-year t term expire
Sin 2022,,1sth St

be " elected - Prebldent 111 -the
Philippines. L

He added . tha'c he: ha
“faund out very.iate” that

it at thts tlme of my
vou, Ttake pleasure 11
the day, that's the 0111 7 COnSO
tion, I/ have a job, I-am doing
somethlng nght,” he addeci;" '

Yellows and"Reds :
does riot need.” conﬁr—

'_matmn, "he stressed before
adding that the “yeliows ” res

ferrmg 0 the previons Aqmno
administration. and its Liberal
Party members, want him out
of his post because they cannot
accept defeat.

- But the Reds, or the Left,
would not allow him to be un-
seated. ’

o "The Left will kill you if you
' remove me. Because 1'am left-
.ist. I am the child of _poot par-
~ents, I'm the first left-leaning

President. Buf I am net under
or I am not a member of the

. Comrnunist Party of the Philip-.

pines,” he said.

Rising death toll

‘his antidrug campaign:

..Mz, Duterte told business
" Jeaders in Ma.mla ot Monday:f';f
that he had no'fear of being re-
‘moved from power of assassi--
nated because of the killings i in_

.-;f;_Smce Juiy 1,. nearly 6000

; peeple have died n the crack«
“down, Ar key plank of M.
_ Duterte’s May eléction cam-

paign. Police say 2,028 have
been killed by officers in self-

: defense, and the rest “deaths
" tnder mvestzgatlon,” ' '

T "Oust me—good;© assassi-

riate me~—better; I have this
n*ugrame every day,’ '

spme “What ‘T have is realiy

. Buerger’s disease. It's”an ac-

quired thing that you get from

" smoking, because of nicotina.”

Doctors had ddvised surgery
on his spine, he said; but his
wife, a nurse who used to work

in the United States, did not
. agree because “a: lotof
tions for the spine Went wrong.”

‘He added: “If you guys-see
me always in a sad 1mood, T am

.acma}ly pushing a nerve here to

relieve the pain,” and\tdtiched

theright side of his face.

- Any aches and pains he may

:éxpenence are just par for the
“course for ‘someone
“said the ‘President’s spokesper-

s age,

sot, Ernesto Abella.

opera- -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add; oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) B45-9555 Lo cal: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Before ﬂymg to Cambodaa, thear tough guy apprcach to
the - President attended’ 1a goverding witneéssed the sign-
night engagements. ... "= . ing - offour agreements’ on
“Whatever paits he's expe- " transnationial crime, Sports co-
irig, the doctors would say - operation, tounsm 'and iabor
A1 ireat and tear: s part GoOPeration. L L

of thetemtory,”Abellasazd ... These include opemng dl-
Earlier this' month,: Mr rectfhghts betweer:t Manila and
Duterte talked about his health: -Phnom Penh and eoordinating
problems, which . include daily” ‘best practices on Sports rman-
¢ migraines and pain inhis spine.. -agement .. ‘and - . training,
- He.disclosed ‘that-he was aid Phﬂlppine Am'bassador
- taking the powerﬁﬂ pamklll
. _Fentanyl used by cancer pa

: dian police will ;address . drug
~ But he demed that he Was traffickmg, terrorismy exirern-
ing’ o8’ eave: becaus t . suffering from cancer;a rumor -“isrn, and: fmanaal and econom—
dc ‘hisjob anymore then you  that argse dunng the cam~ ‘e cnmes

can Have some dou tsabout hxs-' paign. nl-Montero earher saz:i Cam—
_heaith,” saidBello Fentanyl i3 prescnptwn_' . bodla ‘had an interest in voca-

‘Only if he begms havmg dsf— drug similar to morphine but is:. ‘tional training, pomtmg out the
ﬁcr.ﬁty meeting tis -obligations 50 to 100 times more potent. Philippines had a high Tevel of

would a health bulletin be neces- Side effects include nausea, expemse in this area.
sary, he said. “Heis saperhealthy vomiting, confusion, hallucina- Before his departure from
1 don’'t understand where he gets tion and seizures. Mamla, Mr. Duterte.said his

Mr. Duterte no longer smokes _trip to the Philippines’ neigh-
‘bors—he will go to Singapore
after Cambodia—was in prepa-

his energy,” he said. . B
Bello also brushed off spec~ or dnnks alcohol.
ulations that Mz, ‘Duterte’s con-

‘dition” was W hat.. . Meeting. of tough guys . ~_ration for the Asean summit
was pubildy admi o The President: et with '3'?;:meetmg which't Phxhppmes

“What he'is doing ¢ Prime Minister Hun- Sen fater. would Thést "late mext year.
be done by someo i5 . Wednesdayatthe?eacePalace :-:.'_—w:mnepowsmomm\mon RAMOS,

sick,” he said. - The two leaders known for REUTERSANDAP
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- Justice Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre
11 has sacked two intelligence officers.
“of thé Bureau of Tmmigration (BI)
linked to the alleged P50-million ex-:
tortion case of Chinese casino mogul
Jack Lam: IR
- This came as President Duterte warned
anew yesterday that he would termi--
nate Cabinet members who are corrupt
or whose departments are involved in
anomalies under their watch. A
In his arrival speech in Cambodia
‘Tuesday night, Duterte yowed fo. stop.
corruphion in-government; coupled with-
his intensified drive against crime and:
illegal drugs. .~ 7 s
“Corruption will stop,” Duterte said.’
“Wala akorig papatawarin diyan, maski kai-.
bigan (I will not spare anyone, even my.
friends). It will stop. Sinabi ko talaga, waski’
kaming mga kaibigan, sinabi ko, "Pagka may.
nangyari diyon at under si iyo {I really told.
them, even-atfiong s frierids; I-said, It
" anything happens under your watch
T'm sorry, maybe, even you would have
to resign.’ Kasi yan ang pangako ko. Hindi-
namin talage ako yung honest, very honest..
. Peromatandata kasi ake {Because that's 1
~promise. I don't claim to be very honest,
b;}t Im old). 'm 71. This is'my last hur-
rah”. .. R N
.Thé President did not say if he was.
alluding to Aguirre, who has under his
department the Bl, which is now enmeshed -
o 0 Turn to Page®
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“Hes before’

~round o

ceasefire,” Bello said. “I'm emphasizing
the word permanent because it could.
result in the end of hostilities, which is-

PHNOM PENH -~The Philippine gov-
ernment is holding informal talks with
the Communist Party of the Philippines
before: yearend to:craft the terms .of a

~permanent ceasefire between the two par-
e next rcnmd of peace talks ‘

inJanhuary. . .
‘Labor Secretarv Sﬂvestre Bello III c:}uef

goverrinent negonator said both parties -

are working on térms of the: permanent

ceasefire. There will be 2 meeting in Oslo, :

Norway on Dec. 26to 29. .

“Our ceasefire comrmitiee wzll meet
with their ceasefire committee to ar-
rive at a consensus on the definition of
terms and conditions that will cover the
proposed ]omt permanent ceasefire,”
Bello said on the mdelmes of the state
visit here.

“If they. ag‘:ée orvthe definition.of terms.

like what is'considered ‘a hostile act,-or
what, where isthe buffer zone where their
forces can get in or out and our forces can
get in or out, and they can agree on who
the referees are in case of violations, then
we will be ready to sign a bﬂateral cease-
fire.” Bello said.

The details of the permanent ceasefire
are now being drafted before another

have to goona special trip just for the
signing of the joint bilateral permanent

one-of the main ob]echves Uf the peace
process,” hesaid..
Onv-calls for the' release of more prls-

oners, Bello said this should notbe made

& preconditionof the peade agreement.

He said the “old” and sickiy politi--
cal detainees have bigger chances of being -

released as part of the continued tonfi-
dence building measures of the Duterte

administration.

National: Securﬁ“y d\rlser Herm0~
genes Esperon Jr.is also optimistic. about
the positive outcome of the peace talks.

President Duterte had declared a

unilateral ceasefire a few months ago to

pave way for the peace talks:

He even negotiated for the release from

detention of NPA top leaders, inclu dmg
the Tiamzon couple.

Meanwhile, suspected communist

“Hopetully, if ‘chev agree, we’ may

f.peac ’negotiahons on-‘}an '-'".18-:-.

L - By CHRISTFNA MENDEZ
rebels torched an air-conditioned passenger bus in South Co-
tabato last Tuesday evening; the military reported vesterday.-

LCapt. Marvin Gammad,; Civil- ~Military Officér of the Army’s
27th infantry Battalion, said the Jatest incident along the national
highway at Purok Pioneer Barangay Poblacion in S:o. Nifio

town was the fotrth burning of the Yellow
Bus Line (YBL) after the firm’s manage-
ment refused to pay revolutionary taxes
to the New People’s Army. -

“This is the fourth arson they have
committed on YBL passenger buses since
Now. 13,” Gamnrmad said, adding that the
first two burning incidents happened in
Kiamba, Sarangani and third was in Tan-
tangan town, all in South Cotabato.

Initial reports showed that the
35-seater air-conditioned bus with body
No. 7225 was bound for Koronadal City
from Isulan whef six armed men posing
as passengers introduced themselves as
NPA rebels then ordered the bus driver

to alter his route toward the municipal

cemetery.
Upon reaching the cemetery, another

" group of NPATebel s bosrded the busand:

ordered the driver, the ‘conductor and the
passengers to get off before setting the

vehicle on fire with g casoline.
- Wz’ch ]axme Laude

pacp.army2i 2@gmail.com -

Te! no. (02) 845-0555 Loca:

~ving the peodie. Ssouning the jgno.
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NEwWs paher

"NPAs torch
4th passenger
bus in a month

COMMUNIST New Peopie’s
Army. rebels burned a. passen-. . RS
ger bus of the Yellow Bus Line
in South Cotabato on Tuesday
night, the fourth vehicle of the
bus company to be razed by the
insurgents since last month.

The tebel atrocity came hours
after Defense Secretary scored
the National Democratic Front
for failing to control NPA rebels
from conducting extorgon and
arson activities despite the ongo-
ing peace talks.

Capt. Marvin Gammad, civil
military operations officer of the
Army’s 27th Infanty Batalion,
said the rebel attack cccurred in
Sto Nifio town.

Gammad  sald  eight rebzls
boarded the Keronadal City-
bound bus at a passenger ter-
minal in Isulan town in Sultan
Kudarat.

Upon teaching Sto Nifio, Gam-
mad said the PA rebels declared
their intention to burn the bus.
They ordered the dover to stop

" where two other rebels, carrying
cans of gasoline, were waiting.

Gammad said the military has

“stepped up patrols in the two
provinces to prevent similar inci-
dents. — Victor Reyes
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f
4 nvestlgatlon showecii- g6, dovwn,
5 of New. Peoples Army’. that thé rebels burhed: leave ‘before . settin
1 :(NPAY burned:sanoth gneunit-of-yellow busy bus Artd. fire
|*passenger ‘bis the o ~dine’ Bireon bas with ‘Body o It wag léarnad:
ither:night in:8 th “number 7225 travelling.: prior o the incidént, the.
{"Cotabatoy & from Isulan, Sultan Kus® rebels. warded “the owp-
|72 This ‘was cordfirmed darat to- Koronadal -Gity:" ‘e of the bus: ling ito - pay
| Capti:Marvia {Gammad, 7 " Accordingly, six armed’ revolutionary taxta avm&
| Crvil ‘Military 0pera1;mnﬁ. cmen pretended 1o he the Ainecident,
: (CMO) of Philippine Ari’ passengers of the 35-seat Records sﬁowed that
fmyis 27th Infantry Baf-;_ ser bus and upon reaching - the rebels already burned
'talmn B “the said place, one of the ' three passenger buses in
I iReports: sald the Aineis’ :suspects cted the driv-'. separate ~incidents in
dent ocowrred at around 6 - er to stop the bus near - South'  Cotabite . and
o, along the national high- the cemetery. Davao del Sur from No-
| way of Bgy Poblacion, Ste.- - . The suspeets ‘also di- vember 2018, Zaida
Nino, ‘South Cotabato. rected the passenger of Delos Reyes-Palanca
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Army foils attempts by BIFF o over-run Army, police camps in
Maguindanao

From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 14): Army foils attempts by BIFF to over-run Army, police camps in
Magumdanao

Military forces foiled attempts by outlawed Moro gunmen to over-run an Army and police detachmenm in Datu
Saiibo, Maguindanao on Tuesday night and Wednesday morning, & military officiat said.

Colonel Warlito Limet, commander of 2nd Mechanized Infantry Battalion, could not say how many were killed on
the side of the Bangsamore Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF),

g

TR W«rﬁwww’%ﬁ W"\W

oy Wﬁmwﬁg&:@m&mﬁum

hesaid,:

ﬂ‘gg%f(\’f@\?z{i\%i\?s- R TR

iy, we have notretover

At 7:45 Tuesday night, about 50 heavily armed BIFF, fed by commander Abo Sayden, harassed the police
detachment of Datu Salibe municipal police office but guickly refreated as the Armv came to the cops' rescue by
firing mortars towards the BIFF location.

As the gunmen were leavinig toward the marshy area, they fired at the transformer of Maguindanao Electric
Cooperative (Magelco} sending a large portion of Datu Salibo without light.

There were sporadic exchange of mortars between the bandits and the Army until about 4 am., Limet said.

At the break of dawn, the BIFF also fried {o over run a nearby military detachment in Barangay Sambolawan. also
in Daty Sallbo.

But prepared soidiers pushed the attackers away.
Nz casualty on the govemment side, Lime! said.

Earlier, the BIFF blamed the MILF for the death of a2 sub-commander last week. lts spokesperson, Abu Misry
Mama, said soldiers attacked the house of Commander ismael Tamarin which led to his death.

But Limet said there was no milifary operation in Datu Salibo last week or eaﬂv tms week Armv oﬁeﬂswe was
only launched Tuesday night when the BIFF harassed a police detachment,

SEinnanter Tamarin conid have been killed by & Was in. ¥ Limet told reporters.

A few number of civilians have fled to nearby village for fear of getting involved in the clashes.

Limet also assured commuters using the lsuian, Sultan Kudarat to Cotabato City highway that road security have
been in place.

Elements of 2nd Mechanized infantry Battalion of 1st Mechanized Infantry Brigade have been placed on alent since last
week of November to ensure safety of civilians during the holidays.

http:/Awww. pna.gov. ph/index. php?idn=2&sid=&nid=2&rid=948303
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Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is 2 source of rational pride.

North Cotabato PNP, Army hunting down suspect in
murder of ARMM police officer

Erom the Philippine News Agency (Dec 14): North Cotabato PNP, Army hunting down suspect in murder
__of ARMM police officer

PIKIT, North Cotabato -- Police here have launched manhunt against gunmen who ambushed and killed
a potice officer along the national highway here Wednesday morning, police said.

Backed by elements of the 7th {nfantry Battalion, members of Pikit municipal police office, are

searchingfora multi-carry vehicle that the suspects used in killing PO3 Suy Talipasan at about 16 a.m,
in the highway in Batangay Batulawan, Piki ‘North Cotabato, e

Chief Inspector Donald Cabigas, Pikit fown police chief, said Talipasan who was asgigned at police
regional office in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) was driving his Nissan ick-u

vehicle when three men on board a passenger vehicle (Suzuki muiticab) without license place opened
fire using M-16 and M-14 assaylt rifles.

Talipasan, a resident of Fort Pikit in Barangay PCblacion, was killed on the spot due to multipie gunshot
wounds.

‘The siain cop was to report to his station in Parang, Maguindanao when the ambush happened.

Anwar Akmad, a tricycle driver, was seriously injured when the police officer’s car went wayward after the
shooting and rammed on his nedicab.

Mustapha Sanduyugan, a civilian who was waiting for a ride at the road side, was hit by stray bullets.

Cabigas said investigation continues on the possible involvement of Talipasan in iliegal drugs but
stressed probe is focused on the victim's conflict with another Muslim family, He did not elaborate.

Cabigas sald town investigators are still watting for statement from the family of Cabigas.

pikit has been rocked by grenade attacks the past week with the local PNP recording at least four
grenade throwing incident.

Before today’s ambush on Talipasan, two persons were injured when an unidentified man tossed a hand
grenade inside the town's public market.

http:lfwww.pna.gov.ph!mdex.php?idnxz&sidx&nid=2&ridm94831 8
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BY VICTOR REYES

SEVERAL senior military of-
ficers are expected to be given
new positons in a aew round of
high-level re-assignments brought
_about by the recent retirement of

 AFP chief Gen. Ricardo Visaya

and Navy chief Vice Adm. Caesaz
Taccad.

Visaya refired on Wednesday
last week and was replaced by
former Army chief Lt. Gen. Edu-
ardo Afic. This paved the way for
the assumption of AFP vice chief
1t. Gen. Glorioso Miranda to the
post of Army chief. Miranda’s old
POSt Temaing vacant.

Taccad retired last month and
was replaced with Vice Adm.
Joseph Ronald Mercado. Named
to Mercado’s cld post as chief of
the Western Command was L&
Gen. Raul del Rosario, formes
head of the Central Command.

The Central Command is now

The haticne! Newspaper

FPage: 5@

headed by Maj, Gen. Oscar
Lactao, whose old post of AFP
inspector general is still vacant.

Military sources said Maj. Gen.
Sglvador Misen, AFP deputy
chief of staff, has been recom-
mended by the AFP Board of
Generals 1o succeed Mirandz zs
AFP vice chief.

Mison’s successor, based on the
recommendation, will be Rear
Adm. Narciso Vingson, chief of
the Naval Educagon and Train-
ing Comutnand.

The same sources said that West-
ern Mindanac Command chief Lx,
Gen. Mayoralgo dela Cruz, who
is supervising the fAght against
the Abu Sayvaf, had been recom-
mended to become the AFP in-
spector general, vice Lactao.

The recommended successor of
Dela Cruz is 4th Infanuy Division
commander Maj. Ges. Benjamin
Madrigal. Madrigal's proposed
successor is Brig. Gen. Melgquia-

des Feliciano, AFP deputy chief of
staff for civil military operations.
The apparent loser in the pro-
posed  re-assignments is Dela
Cruz, who is taking over a desk

iob as AFP inspector general

Dela Cruz assumed the post of

“Wesmintom comimandes in INo-

verber last yeat.

“I¥'s not actually a dernotion or
what, It's personal swaff of the
AFP chief”” one of the sources
said of the post that will be re-
portedly given to Dela Cruz.

Though an office job, the source
said the AFP inspector general
post is stll powerful one. even
with caly a handful of subord:-
pares atound him. As Wesmin-
com commander, Dela Cruz has
operational contrel over all woops
and assets in Western Mindanac.

“Nothing negative was men-
toned why he is being recom-
mended to become the AFP
inspector general. As a senior of-

“include conducting

ficers set to get new assignments

ficer, he has to move up. Marbe
it’s dme to relax or time to rest. I
don't know,” he said,

Dela Cruz i¢ due o retre in May
1ext vear.

If re-assigned as AFP inspec-
tor general. Dela Cruz’ job will

tions and inspections. He can also
recommend cases againgt erring
petsonnel based on this investiga-
tions and inspections.

“There’s stili no ternover sched-
ule set. Actually, these (proposed
re-assignmen:s) may stll change
zlong the way. Whar I can tell
vou ls there will be movement
definitely because of recent retire-
ments,” the source said.

Another source said: “These
are merelv movements, reassign-
ments recommended by the AFP
Board of Generals. These were
recommmended for the President’s
approval. There is still no approv-
al from our commander-in-chief.”

t
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' '_COTABATO
- of the Maute te
thxeatened 1ol

rfg_roup have
Maraw1 City
erations, but ofﬁélais of Lanao
del Sur provmce ‘have rejected
proposal to arm resuients to de-
fend themselves from attacks.

Lanao del Sur Gov. Soraya
Alonto-Adiong, Vice Gov. Manm-
intal Adiong Jr., Butig Mayor Dim-
natang Pansar and Marawi City
Mayor Majul Gandamra all turned
down the proposaL which first
came up during a meeting with
residents and ofﬁgx_als inButig.

On Nov. 24, armed mnen be-
" ‘longing to the’ Malite group, led
by brothers Abdullah and Omar
‘Maute, stormed Butig and took
over an old town hall, a mosque
and a madrassa {Is}amm school).
It took the mlhtary six days to
regain control of Butig, which
saw 61 rebels dead a.nd at least

-Reparts ‘said 2 500'fam1iles

ot over 12,000 people, fled their
hornes during the fighting.

Governof. Admng said arm-

'mg residents to fight the Maute

group would only promote the

: formauon of mlhtlas, which

Would most ]i’keiy result in cas-
es of humdn rights violations.
. Instead, Adiong urged com-

‘ muhities “to cooperate with law
- enforcers and egercise vigilance,

“We nieed the cooperation of
every individual, group, and or-
ganization for us to fight this
growing concern,” Adicng said
during the international human
right's day celebration at the
provincial capitol fast week.

But even after Butlg Mayor
Pansar shot down the proposal,
residents in other towns of
Lanac del Sur.continued to.en-
dorse it, following the terror
group’s threat ro burn Marawi,
the provincial capital, if military
operations continue,

Gandamra said several
groups in his city wanted the
government to allow civilians to
arm themselves after hearing
the threat, but he re;ected these
-proposals.
TtWe should strengfhen part—
nerships with law enforcement
agencies instead,” he said. "Ev-
eryone’ should uphold peace
and promote protection of basic
hurman rights.”

Vice Govemor Adiong said
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Soldiets inspect a foxhole used by snipers of the Maute terror group when they took over Butig -

town in Lanao del Sur province. —~RICHEL V. UMEL

the gévémrhentshbuid"reuqﬁi'ré o
madaris are producing extrem-

the registration of all madaris (fs-
lamic schools) in the province to
ensure that young Maranaos “get
the right Islamic education.”

““Fhis is not to say that

ists, because we do not know
where these people {extremists)
are coming from,” he said-

lar activities required under the
Refined Elementary Madrasah
Curriculum (REMC). '

tration with the Department of
Education would ensure that
students get the right lessons
and participate in extracurricu-

" ffe said the proposed regis-

He said the REMC had been
developed, reviewed tefined
and evaluated by DepEd in the
Autonomotis Region in Mustim .
Mindanao (ARMM) from 2c10 to

© Jo1L
. Rarlier, the ARMM’s Huniari-

jan -Emergency Action- Re-

: _.spohsé_"l"éam( o ‘Heart) ass

sisted evacuees from Butlg and

- nearby Lumbayanague town.

" The residents were forced to
flee their communities after

"some houses were bumed by

Maute gang members while other

" structures canght fire when these

were hit by shelling from govern-

~ nent troops and the rebets.

. The ARMM government had
promised to help the Lanao del
Sur government and the affect-
edtowns in rebuilding.

ARMM Gov. Mujiv Hataman
earlier said the regional govern-
ment has asked the military to
station soldiers in Butig to pre-
vent the return of gang mem-
bers and to reassure residents
that they would protect then.
w~NASH B. MAULANA NG
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' AND CATHERINE S. VALENTE

* EFTIST lawmakers on Wednes.
~day took exception to the Presi-

-_.”dle’ for hlm ‘but’ conflrmed that
‘they won't break their alliance with
the Duterte administration amid an
impasse over the release of detained
communist rebels and the burial of

__ex-stmngman Ferdinand Marcos.

Is; 1nclud1ng
130 old and ‘sick prisoners,
sshould not beused. by the Presi-

- dent as leverige in ongoing

: peace HalKs with the- :National

. Democratic.Front: {NDF}, the -

- political arm of the ‘Commuy-

- nist Party of the_Ph:hppmes

- “Thisis a marter of justice be-

cause they were detained with

~ planted evidence and with no
ball They“ chould be released

blocsaidthe ¢

- We're not ready to die for the

- President, pero handa kaming
’ Falgy ang aming bubay pars sa
gz naaapi[but we are willing -
1o lay our Jives for those who i
‘are’ appfessec%], said RepAns
tomio Tinio of the Alliance of

Concerned Teachers.

The Makabayan bloc said it - _
won't sever ties with President”
Duterte and that the aliiance

on humanltarmn lrrounds “

ot Beady'A2
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to die for Duterte

stood on solid ground, because the
administration was committed to

"You bring me a document

which savs that there is, or there

hammering oul a peace agreement
with the NDE

"The peace walks are still on in
spite of these concerns along the
way. 1n fact, there ts another round
[of talkst in jalhy come January
2017, ..so that's where our alliance

~ighased upon,” Tinio said.

e
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Rep. Carlos Zarate of Ravan
Muna, vice chairman of the House
Comimittee on Peace. Reconcilia-
tion and Unity, backed up Tinio.

“¥or the past 15 vearz. the peace
talks betwreen the two parties have
heen stalied. Since CARHRIHI
was signed |during the Ramos ad-
ministration}. nothing substantial
happened, until now. Now. {or the
first six months, there is already
a second round of talks for the
socioeconomic reforms pact.”
Zarate said.

CARHRIHL is the Comprehen-
sive Agreement on Respect for
Human Rights and International
Humanitarian Law.

Anakpawis party-list Rep. Ariel
Casilae told reporters. “The is-
suc of politicat prisoners’ release
should not get in the wav of draft-
ing o peace agreement

“The 130 political prisoners
are incapable of armed strugple
anvmore and thev were detained
hecause of trumped-up charges.
Actuaily, all 400 of them were
wrongfully charged, and that’s
why we are still calling for their
unconditional release,” he said,

‘Conceded too
much, too soon’

On Tuesday night in Cambodia,
Duterle reiterated that communist
tebels must sign a bilateral ceasefire
deal before their detained comrades
are released by the government.

Speaking before Filipinos in
Phnom Penh, Duterte stressed that
he had made a Int of concessions
1o the NDE

timeline. Then frelease ko 1an
pag nakufiz ko, Avan ang vsapan
iThen | will release the prisoners,
That's the deal},” Duterte said.

"} have conceded oo much.
even 100 seon. Nandivan na

“yung mgasmalsiakingleaders

il Tiamzon {Their main leaders
have heen released. Tiamzon|”
he added.

Druterte was referring to top
rehet! leaders Benito and Wilma
Tiamzon wham he met Fridav in
Davan Citv. where he suppasedhv
said he would "keep his campaign
pramise o release detained com-
munist rehels.”

At least 19 political prisoners.
including the Thamron couple,
have so far boen released includ-
ing vebel leaders who joined the
peace (atks that formally started
in August.

Duterte said he would release a
number of elderhy and sick detain-
ees before Christmas.

But the President added: " Saf
ko dahan-daian irclcase de
mawaly vong harsha kel Mang
gang mauhusar ghoo waiy na
akong pangnegotiate |1 said Dwill
release them gradually. herause |
might run out of cards will have
nothing te negotiate over|."

Presidential spokesmian Brnesto
Abella justified Duterte’s posi-
tion, saving “whal he wantz is a
mutual..a bilateral agreermnent.”

in place are unilateral ceasefire
declarations announced by hoth
sides in August as peace talks went
underwav in Oslo, Norway,

The Palace has propared s drafy
amnesty proclamation contain-
ing the names of detained leaders
and alleged members of commu-
nist groups.

Abella said he was hopeful the
isste an the release of political
prisoners wonld be “resolved be-
fore Chrisimas.”
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New fighter jets

: " B 'ﬂ' SR I TRERTRAETIN Sy 1
~to boost patrot
in disputed waters
" By MICHAEL PUNONGBAYAN. - Ci
" Proud of itsnew iron eagles, the Arimed
" “Forces of the Philippines (AFP)now hopes
. to make good use.of its newly acquired .-
. fighter jets in patrolling the West Phitip=.
~ i Philippine Air Force (PAF) chief Lt.
“'Gen. Edgar Fallorina said the military’s:
~four new planes: definitely boost its air -
- defense capability. - o et
- wwith our four FA-B0PH, we have
further strengthened our wings and we
" can now secure more our land, airspace
and maritime territory,” Fallorina said
during last week's turnover ceremony.
of two more fighter jets acquired from
South Korea. . .
~ “We ‘will now be able to conduct se-
. eurity operations inthe West Philippine
. ‘Sea and ‘perform more surveillance and-
yeconnaissance missions,” he added. -

_ Fallorinasaid the additional aircraftisa
good indication that the PATF is on course
foward realizing its vision-of a profes-

sional and competent air force responsive
to national security and development as
embodied in Flight Plan 2028. .
is is also a boost to our being the.-
fointly Engaged Transforming Force for
“greater peace and security,” he added:
-~ The PAF held a formal acceptance;
.- fiirnover and blessing ceremony of the two
- newly acquired FA-S0PH “Fighting Eagle” .
 Pighter/Surface Attack/Lead-in Fighters -
‘Trainer Aircraft with ‘tail muribers 003 and

© 004 at the Villamor Air Base in Pasay City. -
* - The everit was attended by Defense Sec- -
* retary Delfin Lorenzana as guest ofhonor.
. The formial handover of aircraft docu-"
- grents highlighted the ceremony as it
- symbolized the transfer of the FA-50PH -
 aircraft from South Korea represented by -

. Jae-shin Kim to Lorenzana on the partof
‘the Philippine government: . - . -~

© Lorenzana, for his part, tirned over the

" documents to AFP chief Lt.Gen. Eduardo
" Afio, who in turn gave them to Fallorina

np. 02 BL5FLLT

' R
gt BNID IO
sl e Een i v Godd

for the PAE S :
o T The symbolic turnover rites were then’
J7EICE OF THE LAED CHIEF PUSBLIC Lt fo]_lov\red bY the blesging of and ceremo-
. ~..  mial pouring of champagne on the new iz~
’ - platforms. .
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The soldiers’
~blank faces

OTICE the blank Jooks

on soldiers’ faces when

‘President Duterte visits

o ' their camps and gives
them apep talk They only applaud
when he tells them about raising
their salaries.

Mr. Duterte has been doing the
rounds of military camps around

_the country. He's trying to rally
the troops to his side, telling them
he’s the answer to the natson 8
problems. " -

Are his taiks to the soldlers
effective? The soldiers dor't lock
enthusiastic. They gawk at the
President on stage but that’s all.
They crane their necks when the
President is on stage. But there’s
hardly any reaction to what he says
except, as I say above, when he
talks about giving them a pay rise.

= Mo talksahoilhow-he-won the

. presidency in & major surprise,
unexpected of a city mayor who had
been unknown in many parts of the
country. He talks about his hatred
of drugs and drug-users, and how
much he wantsfo kill them all. -

Then he talks about the enemies
of the state, like the Abu Sayyaf
(somehow he’s not as angry with
the NPA). He talks about interna-
tional terrorism allegedly creeping
into the country and which will be
the nation's problem between now
and six years,

.. He continues to assail the United

- Statesand declares an independent
- foreign policy. He talks excitedly

about allying the Philippines with
China and Russia (isn't there a

- contradiction there in terms of a

truly independent policy?).

Watch the faces of the soldiers
nexttime Mr. Duterie visits a camp
and notice how nothing seems io
register in their minds. They stare
blankly at the President and show
no reactions, again only when he
tells them they’ll be get?;mg more

. ‘benefits. .

Four sectors wsll be key 1o the
natior’s stability in the coming
months: the Catholic Church, the

. media, academe, and the milifary.

The Church has started to make
noises, the media are maintain-
ing a professional stance in their
news coverage, and students have

“-come out recently in protest (their
- ‘teachers/professors are yet to join

‘the fray).

The fourth sector, the military, is
still sitting on the fence, meaning
they haven’t taken a position for or
against the President. The brass
of course toe the line and appear
loyal to the Commander-in-Chief.
But what about the rank and file?
That’s the big question.

(Note that I don’t mention the
masses: They're too busy with their
daily struggles.)

~Judging frem the non-committal
reaction on-soldiers’ faces when
the President visits them in their
camps, the rank and file, especially
the younger soldiers, appear con-
fused. Especially over the Presi-
dent’s initiatives vis-a-vis the com-
munists and the United States.

The military is always key to
political stabiiity in anv country.

..Countries like Pakistan, Thailand,
- Burma and others have powerful

militaries that even control govern-
ment and national policies.

The Philippines has a tradition
of eivilian supremacy over the
military, But, as we've seen in the
two People Power uprisings, the
military is a key aily for those who
oppose the government.

Right now, the military bosses
are osiensibly on Mr. Duterte’s
-side. But what about the rank and
file, the ordinary soldiers? They
will be key to what happens in the
near future,

oEaLn
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- Fas-Mr-Duterie succeeded 1n

persuading the soldiers to his way
of thinking in relation io abandon-
ment of the couniry’s alliance with
the United States and shifting
toward China and Russia? ‘
. ‘What do the soldiers think of the
President’s dalliance with the com-
_munists? In relation to this, some
«of the leftist elements who had
ipitially come 10 & rapprochement
with the President, even accepting
his invitation to coffee in Mala-
. canang, have started to take to the
streets again in protest, something
they should have continued 1o do, in
keeping with their ideological stand
on national politics.

But where the military will align
itself will be pivotal to both Mr. Du-
terte and anti-Duterte forces. With
whom will the military side?

7.2
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(PART I}

By ERIK ESPINA

RESIDENT Rodrige
Duterte urged. “Let-us
sirengthen our RCGTC
Program to insiill love
of country and good citizenship.”
Congress must now heed the call of
she new administration. It must be
aporised of the very same complaints.
ideologues and parties resistant Lo
-he restoration of mandatory ROTC
in all colleges and universities, pri-
vate or state adminisiered. to move
forward.

Ay good irie:

i the laie Welson

& e
L]

- (P
N

3070 eades Mark Thua. in the den-
ate Drefense hearing once chaired by
Senator Ramon Magsaysay Jr. said.
I plend with sveryone 10 gpare the
insiiiution. Please help me restore
it to fis former gloTy when it used (o
bz o prowd instiuzion thai gave us
men ready o defend their country
it was ever necassary. I s time o
cigim it back, This i my sow's hears.”
The hurdie for “Mandatory ROTC”
remains in the profit motive of pri-
vate/religious schooi administraiors
snlivating o own the ROTC funds
and the baseless lefiist rant of mili-
sarization in she campus. ciiing the
AFD’s role in the country’s martial
law experience. They avoid the fact-
shack of history; of 16 batiafions sent
-1 Bafaan. B wers Reservist: ROTC
Eunters kept the guerrilla war alive.
and the 1897 revoiutior. legacy'time-
iine of the Philippine srmy. etc.

Why does the Philippines require
mandatory BROTC? The answer is
in ihe phenomenon of geography
and history. Simply. the accident
of territorial lecation. neighboring
countries. ete.. and what a peopie

Page: fﬁ

decides to do with their nationhood.
Example: How many soldiers does
Canada, 2nd largest couniry in the

world, have? 50.000-7¢.000 with 30,000

primary reservists. They can afforda
bare minimum to protect a $.6-M sq.
iqn. area because they are under the
wide defense umbrella of the United
States of Ameriea, How about New
7esland which has slightly lesser
territory than the Philippines? They
have 4,539 Reguiar Troops and enly
1,569 Reservisis! Whyv? Because
thev are in the remotest area of the
globe, 90¢ km east of Australia, They
were never visited by any war except
the cnes thev volunteerad te join
overseas.

Tinder the principie of Geograpny
and History. the Philippines is located
where? The gateway o East Asia
The pathway to tens of billions of
dollars in commercial’trade shipping
routes. Dead-center of gec-political
fault tines of twe worid powars. And
visited by trade and subjected {6 con-
quest since the Sung Dynasty in the
460s: Arab traders the 14th Century:
the Spanish.conguest in 1521; Pirate
Limahong in 1574: the British in 1762-
g4; Americans in the 1898 Battle of
Wanila Bay which, as an aside, saw
the presence of Japanese, French.
British, and German warships. the
latter ready ic take over and claim
the Philippines. One of the German
warships under Prince Heinrich of
Prussia had 1.400 soldiers. Which
prompted US Admiral Georde Dewey
to comment to Admiral Otio von
Diederich. “If Germany wants war,
all right we are ready”. If not for the
British allving with the Ub at the
time. we would have been & German
proieciorate.

{Next week!
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" said about the legality and the ques-
tions of suitability” of the burial of the
ator Ferdinand Marcos remains n

. cesses with the Lefrandthe Bangsar: T

....President Duterte has the reputdtion of

being “friends” with the Left Back in his day
as mayor of Davao City, he displayed this
dJoseness by supporting its-causes which he
considered propoor. When he became presi-
dent, he gave members of the Left the oppor-
tunity to join his Cabinet and serve as hisalter
egos. In a video message ata forum held last
June 8 at Ateneo de Davao University, Jose

. ‘Ma. Sison, founding chair of the ‘Conmumist
Party of the Philippines, expressed optirmismt .
over the prospects of putiing clasure to the

jongest-runming compmiunist insurgency in
Asia under the Duterte séministration.. . .
As for the Bangsamoro, the President’s
grandmother was a full-blooded Mayaild.
* And he himself hails from Mindanao, s¢ he
is seen by many as someone who under-
_stands their grievances and is capable ‘of
“.putiing an end to the conflictirthe gion.
With such credentials, he couldfashionan

i

nvs outward pro-

“Tronically, the Preside

" houncements -of ‘support for the Marcos . -
‘burial in the Libingan, declared with ale-
galistic stance; seem to blur all prospects
of Teconciliation and forgiveness on the -
<ide of the Bangsamorc and the members

of the CPP-New People’s Army-National
Demaocratic Front.

For one, Marcos was considered the
No. 1 recruiter of communist insurgents

when he declared martial law. From 2,000 '

members in 1972, the insurgents’ member-
ship ballooned to 20,000 in 1986. The dicta-
tor did so by instituting the monopoly of

sthe-oligarchs {aka Marcos cronies)of state .

resources, Tepressing freedom of eXpres

sion, normalizing corruption, and - sanc.
tioning the killing, torture and rape of
many Filipinos. And many of the commu- -

nist insurgents were among the 100,000
human rights victims of martial law. -

For another, the Moro secessionist
movement in Mindanao began during the
Marcos regime. The revelation of the covert

“eproject ‘Merdeka? which resulted in the .

ks and the Marcos burial

, eneral SantosCttym—-Much has been

sor at the Univéréity of the Philippines at

, the time, to form the More National Libera-
" tion Front in 1969. The killings and viclence
- .that followed against the Bangsamoro dur-
.ing martial law were just staggering. One

infatnous incident was the Malisbong mas-

" sadre perpetrated by the military onthedic-

tator’s orders in Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat, -

-on-Sept. 24, 1974, In which 1,500 unarmed
“‘Moro men were ‘killed inside the Tacbil
‘Mosque, whilé the women were raped. ...

“The -obvious closeness and loyalty of
the Presidert to the Marcos family despite
the cry for justice and reparation among
the many victims of martial iaw raise ques-
tions about his sincerity to institute the
genuine change thathe seemed 1o personi-
fy when he ran for the presidency.

But how can we move on and put clo-
sure to the wounds of the past when we

‘keep extolling the legacles of the man who
“inflicted those wounds in the first place?

How do we move forward and engage inle-

* pitimate peace processes if the government

that will pursue these processesis turning a

‘blind eye to the atrocities and excesses of

Ferdinand Marcos-and his family?

The President loves talking abcut histori-
cal injustice. Why doesn’t he apply the same to
the legacy of the man whose remains he al-

1968) pushed Nur Misuati, a young profes- . -

:  AD -]é;bid'ah--*-ﬁia’ssacre"’_'.-:(d”}:ith’ --ki}ling-_;:-of;j_:é& ;
“inclusive framework to protect the rights. - young Muslims -on - Corregidor in March:
of the diverse stakeholders in Mindanao

Iowed to be buried in the cemetery for fieroes?

- jesge Angelo L. Aftez (|esseangelo,a.itez@msug.ensan.Edu.ph}

is & Mindanao-based academic and deveiopment worlker.
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ONLINE REWS
15 DECEMBER 2016
DND still interested in Russian sniper rifles

While the People's Republic of China has expressed its willingness to provide the country's military
units with firearms with generous payment terms, Department of National Defense (DND) Secretary

'

Delfin Lorenzana said they will still look at sniper rifles being offered by Russia,

_ This is based on the orders by President Rodrigo Duterfe, he said.

“The President told us to fook into the sniper rifies being produced by Russia as these are good.
Although we are still to see anything vet, they {Russians) will show us some models for testing to
{determine whether these are suitable for our needs],” Lorenzana said in Filipino.

Earlier, DND undersecretary for finance, munition, materiel Raymund DV Elefante said the country is
open to acquire weapons of all kinds from Russia but said these are dependent on the nation’s
capabilities to handle these equipment.

Capabilities refer to the funding and manpower capable of handling these weapons.

wanpower) but this is stiit alon

10
d.

Eiefante made ihis statement when asked if the Phii'iupines is inferested in acquiring affack
helicopters, diesc! electric submarines and fighter jets from Russia aside from small arms like the AK-
47 automaeatic rifle and loehge-ranye sniper rifles.

Duterte earlier ordered the DND to 100K il wussia as possibie sources of armaments and other weaponry
needed by the Filipino military.

http://www.pna.gov.ph/index(php?idnm1 &sid=&nigd=1&rid=046488
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Battle-hardened Marine Battalion given Hero's Welcome
after decade in Mindanao | |

From Update.Ph (Dec 14): Battie-hardened Marine Battalion given Hero’s Welcome after decade in

Mindanao

A Hero’s Welcome for Philippine Marines’ Marine Battalion Landing Team (MBLT) 7 was rendered at
Sangley Point in Cavite. The said MBLT has been deployed to Mindanao for 1 decade to fight terrorism.

Prior to the said MBI T°s arrival, Marine Battalion Landin Team (MBLT) 2 was deploved to Sultan
Kudarat province. MBLT 7 operated in Sultan Kudarat. -

Gapt. Victor Donque, Philippine Marine Corps {PMC) spokesperson, said the 2nd Marine Battalion

undergone intensified training on both lectures and _bractical exercises on administrative matters
military tactics, simulated military planning, live-fire maneuvers, marksmanship and rigid phvsical

fithess activities,

He added the unit also participated in the recently conciuded Philippine and US Amphibious Landing

Exercise.

Prior re-training, Donque said the 2nd Marine Batialion has earned numerous victories against lawiess
elements and terrorists in the southern part of the Philippines.

ntto/iwww update. ph/2016/1 2/batﬂe-ha.rdenedwmarinewbattaliomiven»herosmwe!comeqaﬁer-decaauwm—
mindanac/12172
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