Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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By JANVIC MATEO-

‘Students in state univei- -
sities and colleges (SUCs)
do niot have o pay tuition -
starting next year, follow-
ing the realignment of P8.3
billion in the 2017 bud-
get of the Commission on
Higher Education (CHED).

The Senate realigned the
P8.3-billion aliocation to cover
tuition of students in SUCs
during the Senate delibera-
fions on the 2017 budget.-It -
reportedly came. from. the .
infrastructuré budget for the -
Autonomous Region in Mus--
Lm Mindanao, which was
questioned by Sen. Panfilo
Lacson and dubbed as a form
of pork barrel. - .

“That’s purely for tuition,. .
_that's purely toremove tuition

said in a television interview .
yesterday, @ L e
. “We cannot spend that P8
billion on anything else except. -
to compensate the schools for
the fact that they canno longer -
charge tuition,” she added. -
Licuanar satd the CHED is
workinig with othet govern- °
ment agencies for the imple-
menting guidelines on how to -
utilize the budget, which will
be part of the 2017 General Ap- -
propriations Act now &wait-
ing the signature of President -
Duterte. ' e

-ordinate

ficult. How doyoii share, how..
do you-divide up P8 billion:
with'113'SUCs (and the Uni~-
‘versity of the Philippines)?:
What formula do you use?”:
she askad. . R
“The implementation will.
be a bit of a challenge, but:
that's the intention of the P8
billion,” she added. b
CHED deputy executive:
director Napoleon Imperial -
said the commission would co-
with the Department..
SO Turn to Page 8

o ogistically, it will be dif-
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of Budget and Management

erly to.be able to manage the
“huge amountof funds accord- .-

FromPage1

for SUCs.

ita step in the right direction

to address issues regarding

fund utilization. - it

“CHED wants to ensur
that the implementation/
guidelines are defined prop-

for the nation’s youthand. -
theit families, especially the -

pocr and marginalized,” she
said.
“1 also call on student
councils and student govern-
ments, as well as the regents
and trustees, to conduct stu-
dent consultation summits

ingly,” he added. ™.
Kabataan party-list Rep.

Sarah Elago lauded the alloca-

tion of the budget and called

to help shape and monitor .
the: impiementaﬁon..of the.

tuition-free policy. We must
do everything in our pow-
er to have it implemented
quickly and with a positive
effect on students and the
SUC community.

“We don't expect this to

be easy. We are fighting a
_decades-old ‘proble hat’
infected SUCs with the wrong

notion on tuition. Some SUCs
may insist on violating the
spirit of the Congress deci-
sion, but we will patient-
ly and unequivocally fight
them,” she added. .. -

This is~a~ it.fdr:\.f for the
- youth movement which has

long fought for the right to -
eduication. Thisis great news

oTig"
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By BenO.de Vara

‘@bendeveralNQ
Finance Secretary Carlos
Dominguez IIf on Friday said
he hoped the US aid agency
Millenninm Challence Corp.
{(MICC) wouid reconsuier its

gecision to put oivhold fund- -

‘ing for a second Philippine an-
tipoverty program under the
administration of incoming
US President Donald Trump.

;"Yasay also-said
MCC-‘Wa'uid'r'ec

aid without conditions. =

The MCC, a US poverty_re-

duction agency, on Thursday
said on Its website that its
board had “deferred a vote on
the reselection of the Philip-
pines for compact develop-
ment, subject to further re-

. view of concerns around rule

of faw and civil liberties.”

The decision came after
President Duterte said in a
speech to businessmen on
Monday night that as mayor
of Davao City, he would patrol
on a big motorbike hunting
for criminals to kill to set an
exarnpie for police to follow.

“cern “about -

Foreign Secretary. Pezfecto ;0 plei in just

“cision, but added’ that' the -
United States should give the -

_ ‘Deeplytmubimg

“These comments . are
deeply troubling, and they
certainly are at odds with the

- Philippine government’s stat- -

-ed commitment to due pro-
- ‘cess and rule of law,” White'
' pokesperson 5_!Iosh_f

' Ernest told | Téporters.

“Ernest Ieiterated US con- |
-~ extrajudicial

killings in Mr. Duterte s brufal

war on drugs, which has taken -

the livés of neariy 6,000 pep-

‘wauld CDDEIIH&& to momtor un-

_.'foldmg ‘events in the Philip-
/pines, but like all country part-"
. mers, Ltneeded to demonstrate
o commnment ‘to ‘the rule of
‘law, due process and respect

for human} rights.”

- 'The MCC's First fiveryear
$4'g4 million compact - with

the Ptuhppmes closed in May: -
‘The “grant ‘went ‘to - the
modermzatlon of the Bureau

of Internal’ Revenue, expan-

sion of a Department of Soc;ai :

sion. We tha_nk_ them for the’
_grant that - th iuhppmes _re

S o Tt day that the MCC

_ statemem on Friday’

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emaif add: oacpa.army2012(

Welfare and Development an-
tipoverty project and rehabili-
tation of a major road aet-
work on Samar Island.

The Philippines had been
slated for ancther aid package,
but the almost-nightly killings
in Mr. Duterte’s war on drugs
and-his cursing critics of the
hurnan rights violations got in
the way of approval

Commm:ed to mle cflaw _
.. "We have  feceived the
news about the MCC's deci--

rest of our: deveiopmenf: part«-'

ners that the govemment comn-’
tinues to ‘vigorously ™ 1mpie—_ff
ment initiatives that reinforce
the Duterte pres;dency’s comi-:
mitient to good goverdanee,”
‘peaceand order and theruleof -
law,” . Dominguez said- in ‘af

‘Dominguez, 'head " of Mr.

'Duterte 5 ECONOMIc team, said:
- he found the MCC decision puz-:
~2ling, pointing out that an MCC

‘scorecard released just last’
‘month showed that the Philip~ -

pines garnered passing scores
in13 of the 20 indicators, includ-
ing control of corruption, rule
of law and civil Iiberties—an
improvement from last year’s

performance, with the country Local 5285, 5295
tlearing 12 indicators.
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o Doxmnguez however, said
‘he hoped -the MCC boarcl

‘. would clear the second grant’

to--the - Philippines when “it

porters while in S'ir:l'gapore ac-
companying Mr. Duterte on a -

visit to the tiny city-state, that
the United:States:shouldine

meefs o ‘March.- under ‘the
jTrump administration, "%
"When President Duiterte
‘recalled his’ recent phone von-
_versatmn with US President-
‘eiect Donald Trump, the Amer—

.dhng it,’ Dormnguez sald.”

Updated mformanor:

The Department of For-
eign Affairs, responding on
E‘hursday to the MCC’s move,
said: "The government re-
mains comimitted to the goals
to foster good governance and
the rule of law in the country,
and will continue to engage
the MCC board to ensure that
accurate and updated infor-

mation .on- -government poh—-‘-_

cies and programs are prowd-
ed to its members.” '
-On Friday, Yasay told re‘~-'

_;can ieaci" wmhed Mr Duterte .
LIug,
the” way:that Duterte was han— '

1_ fie.irﬂpcrrs “he’

“decide on'the MCC grant on
the basis of "aileged v:toiatlons .
-of humanrights” - -
“If they ... really like to help
Us on the basis of our needs
_they shauld gwe it to us...

geci viola-

~tions of human rights | that they

have baseqd mmpiy _

"We would ﬁope that'
Amerlca would try to- recon-
sider this. This has." always
been our appeal. to -America.
Treat us with mutial respect,
and treat us as.a sovere1gn
equal” hesaid. -

Yasay said the Duterte ad-
Ininistration .was trying its

best to tackle allega "ons of.
+ humar tights violatio

WAFon drugs
TIPBeL we: Wou

willnot do it,” he said,

“If they don’t want to help ’
.us, we 11 accept that " e said.

e to )
_make suré that'if thisis mere- ”
~ly a ploy, thisis merely to bow
‘down to their demands, we

not lose sleep over that,” Per-
nia said on Thursday after

news.- of the MCC move -
-reached the administration.

He said the Duterte admin-
Istration, which has pledged to
‘raise infrastructure. spending

%o help lift economic growth,

could tap other sources of fi-
nancing iv the region, including
the China-led Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank (AIIB).
The Philippines could
.raise. between $200..amillion

vand $5oo millicr in loans-an-

‘nually from the AIR to. fund

‘infrastructure projects, a sen-.
‘ator said last week; after the

Senate ratified the country’s
-membership of ‘the China-
~backed institution. —witH re-
/PORTS FROM JEANNETTE L AN-

{ nmmz APAND nsm'ens INQ o

AT [ f‘ary, 'EFfnests _
Pernia, played down the: MCC )
move, saying the government '
'-_could live with less aid from

the United States.” " * :
UIYS notgoing to be any- ,
-thingof significance; And giv- .
semtheamountofi mvestments
“that many count _
“ested in- putting in Fwould
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" The Philippine Army’'s 12th
_ Infantry Battalion (121B) inBanga ™
town, Aklan, has openedafarmfor _

former communist, rebels.
Last Wednesday, the unit

opened a two-hectare integrated -

farm in Camp Jizmundo.

Brigadier General Jon Aymg, -
3rd Infantry Division (3rd ID) - _'
commander, said the farm was'

patterned after the wellness
-project inCamp-Gerona; Negro

Occidental, When he was sl
with the 303rc1 Infantzy Br;gade

(303rd IB):-

It prowded hvehhood to for

‘mer communist rebels as they

ecame farmers. They earned

_;from planting and’ harvastmg
‘vegetables: They also Taised

ducks, hogs and boars, "
- Lieutenant Colonel Leomar

Jose Doctolerp, 12th:IB com-
~mander, said the integrated
" farm is one of the battalion’s

projects for its 44th foundmg

““Doctolero added the pro;ect

- is'supported by the Department

{ Trade and Industry (DTI);-
Ph1hppme Coconut -_Autherlty '
CA); Philippine FiberDevelop-
ment Authority (PFDAY, and the

Banga loeal govemment
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~Lanaodel
Sur5 sugatan
sa bomba

i

ir Maiubhang nasakan ang isang
| sundalo habang nasugatan din ang
apat na sibilyan makaraang sumabog
ang isang improvised explosive device
{IED) sa Barangay Rurogagus, Marawi
City, Lanao del Sur, kahapon.

Sinabi ni Lt. Coi. Joselito Pastrana,
commanding officer ng 65th Infantry
Battalion ng Philippine Army, na X
positibong ang Maute terror Sroup ang !
nasa likod ng pambobomba sa mga
biktima,

: Ayon kay Pastrana, mula <a Iigan
- City ay papuntang Marawi City ang

tropa ng Scout Ranger Battalion nan

sumabog ang dalawang IED habang

dumarzan ang sasakvan ng mga
! bikiima. i
Nagtamo ng sugat sa ulo s Segt. L.

Adrian Gaon, habang nasugatan dinang
mga sibilyang sina Fatima Nawira, guro; Hafl Daluma;
Hasbea Daluma; at Adatu Gula, :
Ipinag-utos naman ni Marawi City Mayor Majul.:
- Gandamra ang masusing imbestigasyon sa pagsabog. -
e - Fer Taboy

- . - 5285, 5295
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THT MATION'S LLADTNG m;:mm

--Amy U'oops repu}se e

toover-rim an Arnty base mMagumdanao,
art Army official said.

Col. Robert Sarmiento, cemmander of '
_the 19th Infantry Battalion, satd about 50

heavily srmed BIFF bandits harassed the
headquarters of 18th IB "Bravo" company
in Barangay Bagan, Guindulungar, Magu-
indanao at around 9 p.m. Wednesday.

This came two days after another
band of BIFF men harassed Army and
police bases in nearby Datu Salibo, also
in Maguindanao.

. The attack reportedly came from-a. .

faction of the outlawed BIFF under Com- 2

‘mander One Eye. -
Sarmiento said there wasno casualty

i CAMP SIONGCG Magumdanao e
;.:;(PNA} ¥or the secomi timé in thre

“days, the otitlawed Bangsamoro- Islamic:
 Freedom Fighters (BIFF) tried, but fafled, .-

“alties fcllomngthe spo dzc exchange ef '

bullets andmortars. . = -
~ Sarmiento; meanwhﬂe appealed to

Christians in Maguindanao the chance

"o peacefully ceiebrate Chrzstm.as and

New Year.

The BIFF is a brealmway faction of
the Moro Islarnic Liberation Front (MILE)
that broke from mainstream rebel move-
ment due to ideological differences.

Latest military estimates, the group
has about 1,000 axmed followers operating
mainly in the towns of Datu Salibo, Datu

- the BIFF'to give its hrothers Muslims and |

.Piang, Datu Sandi Ampatuan Mamasa- .
. pano; Shariff Aguak, Guindulungan: and-

Talayan, all in: Magmndanaqs second .

' distrlct

ATEINT OF THE LAY SHIER SJS,_]\_, AFTRLIRE - Emall add

el




Army Visior: By 2028, a werld-class Army that is & source of natfona! prfde

1 QFFICE CF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emai add: cacpa. amy2012@gma|! com - Tei no. ({}2) 845.8553 Local: 5285, 5285

¥

33} Pahina. (ﬂ _

it

. December 2016

(o URA 34 BaLTA m

_ ZAMBOANGA
CITY — Tnatake ng
‘Bangsamoro kslam-

ng Philippine-Army: (PA)

sa bayan ng Guinduiu-
ngan sa lalawigan ng
Maguindanao sa Mus-
lim autonomous region
sa Mindanao.

" Tinatavang nasa
limang dosenang (nga
rebelde ang sumugoa o
kampo ng 19th Infantry
Batalion sa Barangay
Bagan na kung saan ay
nauwi sa matinding la-

ic .Freedom. Fighters.
[BIFF)-ang isang kampe’

banan ang atake kamaka-
lawa ng gab1 B
Walang fmilat na su-

gatan o nasawi sa7 mag-
kabilang panig; ngunit ito.
na ang tkalawang pagka- .

kataon nanilusobng BIFF
ang nasabing kampo sa
nakalipas na mega araw.
Nabarid na target ng mga
rebelde na makubkob ang
naturang kampo, ngunit
bies na naman ito.
Sinamantala rin uma-
no ng BIFF ang away ng
dalawang commander ng
Moro Tslamic Liberation
Front{MILF) sa naturang

APmy ca _:' nilusob ng BIFF|

lugar upang lusubin ang}!
karapo dahil ilang grupot’

.ng sundalo ang ipinadalal;

ng militar vpang pigilan}

ang sagupaanng maghka-y

away naliderng MILE nal
sina Cormander Alud at§
Coemmander Jack Tuaba:f
Tatlong katzo na mga
tauhan ni Tuaba ang su-§
gatan-s4 naiiang sagu-
paan ng mga MILF com-
manders na nag-aaway
dahil sa lupain at kon-
trol sa natwrang bayan.
Walang pahavag ang
lidesato ng MILF sa na-
turang away. (Al Jacinte)
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Army aids South Cotabato police in preventing arson

attack vs. bus companies
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 18): Army aids South Cotabato pelice in preventing arson attack
vs. Dus companies

The Army's 27th Infantry Division has deployed military patrol vehicles along maijor highways in South
Cotahato to thwart arson cases hv susgected New Peopies Armv {NPA} aqamst bus comgmmes, an

Captain Marvin Gammad. chief of 27th IB civil-militry operations {CMO), said the move was in
partnership with the Philippine National Police {(PNP) following the burming of a Yellow Bus Line {YBL)

unit in Barangayv Poblacion here on Tuesday night.

Five men who introduced themselves as NPA members torched the bus at around 7:00 p.m:; the fourth
bus attacked by armed men in Region 12 since Nov. 13. Two YBL buses were earlier torched by armed
men in Tupi, South Cotabato and Kiamba, Sarangani on Nov. 13 and Nov. 27, respectively.

Two days later, armed men claiming tc be NPAs tried, but failed, to burn a Husky bus in Tantangan,
South Cotabato. The bus came from Tacurong City, where the suspecis boarded, heading to Koronadai

CGammad sa:d that in the Sto Nino arson incident, two suspects boarded the bus in Isulan town in Sultan
Kudarat. Upon reaching the Sto Nino bus station, three more men boarded the bus.

After it left the terminal or about five minutes later, two men asked the driver to pull over so they can
disembark. As soon as the two jumped off the bus, three others guickly boarded the bus and told the driver to
divert the unit fowards a dirt road where more armed men with gasoline and lighters met them.

ST me S

odus.

Alvero said investigators are looking at extortion and business rivalry as among the possible motives.
Capt. Gammad said that to prevent similar incidents, especially during the holidays and rush hours, military
vehicles will patrol the bus routes and escort them if necessary.

YBL, one of the four bus firms operating in South Cotabate, has not issued any statement on the incident.
Cther bus firms plying the South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat and General Santos City routes include Rural

Transit, Husky bus company and Mindanac Star bus firm.

hito/f'www . poa.gov.phiindex. php?idn=2&sid=&nid=2&rid=9489382

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army foils BIFF attempt to over-run detachment in

laguindanao
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 18): Army foils BIFF attempt to over-run detachment in
Maguindanao

For the second time in three days. outlawed Moro armed men fried, _but failed, fo over-run last night an
Army base in Maquindanao, an Army official said.

Colonei Robert Sarmiente, commander of the 19th Infantry Battalion, said about 50 heavily armed
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) harassed at 9 p.m. the headquarters of19th IB B "Bravo”

company in Barangay Bagan, Guindulungan, Maguindanao, two days after, another band of BIFF

harassed Army and police bases in nearby Datu Salibo, also in Magquindanao.

- .Sarmiento said the soldiers were expecting harassment from the group since it separately attacked the

detachments of 2nd Mechanized Battalion and Datu Salibo police station on Wednesday night.

Attackers belonged to a faction of the outlawed BIFF under Commander One Eye.

Sarmiento said no casualty on the government side and he could not say whether the attackers
suffered casualties following a sporadic overnight exchange of bullets and mortars.

Sarmiento, meanwhile, appealed to the BIFF o give its brothers Muslims and Christians in Maguindanao the
chance io peacefuily celebrate Christmas and New Year,

The BIFF is a breakaway faction of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) that broke from mainstream rebel
movement due {o idedlogical differences.

Latest military estimates. the group has about 1,000 armed followers operating mainly in the towns of
Datu Salibo, Datu Piang, Datu Saudi Ampatuan, Mamasapano, Shariff Aguak, Guindulungan and
Taiayan, all in Maguindanao's second district.

http:/fwww. pna.gov.phiindex php?idn=2&sid=&nid=2&rid=548950
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_BY RENE ACOSTA

HE military is intensely

pursuing the Maute Group,

2iso known as the Dawla
Islamiya, in the aftermath of its
recent attack and nearly weellong
occuparion of Butig in Lanao del
Sur, where it even hoisted the black
erriblem of the Islamic State of Traq
and Syria (ISIS), which is carrently
being pummeled by Iragi and Syr-
ian forces in the Middle Bast.

The pursuit operation is being
carried out simultaneously with
the ongoing offensive against the
other terrorist Abu Sayyaf Group

NEW Armed Forces chief Lt.Gen. Eduardn.: M. .

(ASG)in
‘ which have seen the spike -
. of kidaapping cases during the
- past: seveéral weeks.

Bas:l

- ‘The:twin operations were be-

ing undertaken as the Armed

Forces has learned its lesson from

" the ASG, the original homegrown

teyrorist. group that has evolved
into Mindanao's foremost security
threat from being a ragtag iihadist
group in the 1980s. Such metamor-
phosis happened right under the
govemment 5 nose,
While it may be a tall order

otor -defear-the Maute Group-in-the . .
“short i'm' espeaally now that it

the provinces of Saku and

- tor three years.

s aiready aizgned with the ES IS nd
“éven Backed by the regional

group Jemaah Islamiyah, it is still- -

“possible to break the group sl smce it

is still ot its infancy.

Grappling with termnsm
NOless than President Duterte has

warned about the danger pésed’

by the Maute Group with match-
ing words of urgency for the mili<:
tary to lick it, along with the ASG.
problem, with his statements. that
the country would have to grappie _
with terrorism within the next two .

SEE “MILITARY,” Az

Aio {right} and outgoing chief Gen. Ricarde
R. Visaya salute during the change-of-
command ceremony at Camp Aguinalde in
Quezon City on December 7, ab/Buttit MaRquEz
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The Commander in Chief again
conveved this sense of urgency

s o s 3 1

OFFICE OF THE ARMY

Geials right after instailing former

Army Commanding General Lt. Gen.

duardo Afc as J’ll&l’ of stats of the
rmed Forces.

“The President reiterated his
directive to us...that he wanted ter-
rorism to be addressed properly,
particularly the Abu Sayvaf
7ASGY in Sulu and Basilan and oth-
er rervorist groups, like the Maute
Group,” Afio said after the comrmand
confarence.

Durerte the military
s do mere in addrzgsing he probe

i

p

J> 241

wanted

witerr-he-gathered -0 mi-zua;:g—'--»oﬁ-wa

Group -

kflliitafﬁ': s ¢ CONTINUED CROM AL

but ensured he would see to it that
the direcive is achieved.

s @il doour.best.to.make
sure that these lawless groups will
nc longer be a threat to our people in
the area” he said.

Compared with his predeces-
sor, retired Armed Forces Chief of
Staff Gen. Ricarde R. Visava. who
failed Duterte beth in che campaign
against the ASG and the Maute
Group, Afic is highly respected by
his peers for hisi ‘ntelﬁvence and cp-
erational grit.

It was under Visaya's term that
rhe A5G committed a rasn of kid-

snatching  Indonesian

. while the

nappings.
anc I;-iala;”sian seafarer

iem, ordering the officiais o en-
sure that rerrorist groups would Maute Group occupied the whole
not have the capabilities to carry TRURICD 1 v of Butig.
surt thelr activities. .
Atie, whose designation as top “_Sz g on
itar— chief was seen 25 part of the W?Eh Ca'ﬂpaﬁﬁﬂ
r in dealing with the sxisting JUST z dav after Afo given rull
= to give control of the military, Aghrers of
he goal‘ the hiore Islamic Liberation Fromt

who were supported by ale-
¢ of the Armv's 37th Infantry

+ ar tne Licunt Zararao complex
within the triboundary of 3uidon
and Barira in Maguindanac and Bu-
in Lanao del Suv

The Mauge tighters led by two
of their ieaders, Omar and Abdul-
lah hiaute, were withdrawing from
Burig, which they have occupied ear-
lier, as government troops pursued
them.

The municipalities of Buidon
and Barira were considered tra-
ditional stronghoids of the MILF
which has signed & preliminary
peace agreement with the previ-
ous administration. and which the
Duzerte aﬂmimstv tion wanted to
make permanent by working on a
final agreement.

The involvement of the MILF in
the antiterrorism campaign, final-
Iv, has been courted by the Duterte
administration, believing thatasa

zace allv. the LIILF has te do its
share or even perform its zask at
he orther end of the peace table.
The tapping of the MILFs help,

5

at least in the case of rhe Maute.
which could translate to the denial
of a sanctuary for the Lanac-based
terrovist group and would therefore
constrict its movement, was 2 new
tack for <he administration.

The government was also vork-
ing for the same arrangement with
the Moro National Liberation Front
in the case of the ASG in Sulu and

Basilan.

Surrender or die

DROFPPING his antidrugs slogan,
Duterte gave the fleeing lLiaute
Group the only choice of vielding to
the government or perish.

The Commander in Chief enu-
meratad the options as he dismissed
the group’s quid pro quo call of a stop
to the militar?’s pursuit operation in
exchange for the Maute ro stop its
attacks.

Duterte said there would be
no let up in the campaign against

Maute and even with the ASG, an 1555 Local: 5285, 5295

operarion that failed prevzous mili-
tary commanders, including Visaya,
but which will test the mettie of Afic
once more.

2
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 for doctors and. other medi:

vs k:dnappmg
- of doctors

ZA\([BOANGA CITY
—Police and military opera- -
_tives have intensified security .

¢al workers in Mindanao to
prevent Abu Say¥yaf bandits.
from taking them to treat the1r
wounded comrades.
Maj. Filemnon Tan, 5p0kes~ :
man for the Western Mindanao
Command, confirmed yester-
day that Radullan Sahiron was
among those wounded in're-
cent encounters with soldiers.
Tan said at least six Abu
Sayyaf bandits were hurt in
the clashes. :

-The Sulu police c1ted i
previous attempts to kldnap
a doctor at his clinic'in Jolo. -
Two of the doctor’s Marme '
escorts were wounded.ifva |
shootout with the bardits = - =

Tan said there would be no |
letup in the military offensive
in Sulu and Basﬂan ciun

Around 7,000 soldie
weré deployed in Sulii to
conduct pursuit operahcms
for the bandits and rescue
their remaining captives..
Eighteen foreigners a;nd
five Filipinos, indudinga
nine-year-old boy taken from
Payao Zamboanga Slbugay, _
remain in the hands of the™" -
bandits. ~ Roel Parefio

f
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“not guestion  China’

By EFREN
MONTANO
THE Phlhppxnes il

aver its reported con-
struction of weapons
systems. on disputed
features in the South
China Sea. ... =
“Theve is nothm that
we can do about that
now, whether or not it is
bemg done for purposes
of further militarizing
these facilities that they
have put up. We connot,
we cannot stop China at
this peoint in fime and
saying do not put that up,
we wiil continue to pur-

Secretary _;{asa;r

sue peazceful means ab
which all of these can be
prevented,” aceording to

: “For the- Ph].hppmes
we haveiour. bilateral en-
gagements. with China.
We wanna make sure
that there-will be mwo fur-
ther.actions that will
heighten:--the tensions
between: the two coun-
tries, particularly in the
Scarborough. = Shoal,”
Yasay said:

“Andsour eﬂorf;s had
paid off./As-you can see,
our fishermen are al.
lowed  to.;:not allowed -
but our fishermen now
have free 'access, insofar
as Scarborough Shoal is
‘he added. .

the “other: aspects of our
relationshipy is concerned
- tade; investment, . peo-
ple-to-peopie contact co-
operation;: infrastructure
development and other
such- assistance that will
have o strings sttached.”
»Yasay eaid that such
eral

to- find: peatefil- means to
-resolve’ the séa dispute. -’
T the meantime, we-
i have ‘placed’ s
 back burner withott com-,
promising our rights -as
.Oeciared: by the ‘arbitral

szon. of Julvi12; 2016 is

2 Puip. |
pities. and: China are rendy |

concerned;” :;-Yasay said.
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BUOYED by its successﬁil-.
showingintherecent MBE Ope
basketball iournament; Philip-

pine Axt Force islooking forward::

to an'even better performance

zoP 'I'a.lja. and coach” !;\ivm
Zuniga, Alr Force Surpassel

ing third behind eventzal cham-

College.

The Jet Force finished with .-
arespectable 4-2 winlass record
in the seven-team elimination |
round befere losing to FEU-
INRMF, 69-95, in the crossover ...,

SETmis. ;
The Pasay City-based team-

was also one of twa tears which .
- * leaders at the end of the elim-
The Jet Force edged the -

won over FEU-NRMFE.

Tamaraws, 84-82, behind a
buzzer-beating three-peint shot

by ace gumner Rama Krishna

) : " Zuniga during the team’§reéent
expectations and finished & fight= " Christmas get-together in Pa.nw -

plon FEU-NRMF-Gerry's Gall-
and runner-up Emidlio Aguinaldo
- gio. and

ing the . eliminations,”:

sol; Laguna,

the players
presented the third-place tro-
phy to Col, Talja and LTC

< Nelson Eltis during the get-
- together party.

... Three Air Force players - .
" Parwin Cordero, Jonjon Re-

bolios amd Morzales — also
finished in the Top 16 scoring

fnation round.
Cordeso finished with 14.7

. points a game, followed by Re-
blosse with 14 ppg andMosales -~

-Zuniga, sssistant caachas B
Hmmy Andaya and Ryan Ton- -
also "

- witk- 137 ppg.

Also making their presence
felt are Raniel Jake Diwa. 21st
with 10.2 ppg; and Ranimark
Tano, 26th with 9.2 ppg.

= The -other- promisent Alr

Force p!a}aens.are IenyLmnong— -
sod, Mark Oftano, William Cai ™

sulla, Roger Malig-on, Romeo
Almerol, Francis Regalado, Rey-
mark Pinto; Elmer: Cuasay and
Carl Valdew

100

- Philippine Ajr Force, led coaches Alvin Zuniga and Jinmy Andaya and players pose with team

manager Col, Blpidio P. Talja {with trophy)'d‘_ feam: celebration in Laguna recently.

Au'Force § twootherlosses
came against EAC, 70-74, and
MBI First Conference chamgn-
on Macway Travel. Club, 94~

Ed Andaya

ait add; oasn

a.army 20t 2@gmail.com - Tel no

. {02) 845
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AFP acquires brand-new refuelling tankers
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 18): AFP acquires brand-new refuelling tankers

In line with efforts to improve its logistical capabilities, the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFF)

announced that its acquisition of seven coliapsible and 21 towable tankers.

AFP pubilic affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said these assets will enhance enhance the
petroleum oil and lubricant support capabilities,

He added thase refueling vehicles were formally commissioned into service by AFF chief-of-staff [t Gen,
Eduarde M, Afic early this week.

Arevalo said these tankers will help in the speedy refuelling of all military vehicles those involved in
combat operations.

hito/naw. pna. gov. ohvindex php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rd=848673
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MILF infighting hurts 3 in Maguindanao

From the Philippine News Agency {Dec 18). MILF infighting hurts 3 in Maguindanac

Three persons were iniured when rival qroups belonging to Moro isiamic Liberation Front (MILF) »
clashed Thursday affernoon over land dispute in Ampatuan, Maguindanao, the military said. _

Reports from the 57th infantry Battalion sent to Colonel Cirilito Sobejana, 601st Infantry Brigade
commander, said the fighting erupted between two field commanders of the MILF in Barangay Kakal,

Eermeoniremmsonne

Ampatuan fown at 4 p.m. T

The 57th IB identified the injured MILF fighters as Gringo Sangki, Dading Kadil and Jaime Pasayan, all
residents of Barangay Kakal and under the group of MiLF Commander Jack Tuaba.

~ The infighting has been settled in the past by MILF leaders with the help of government and MILF
ceasefirs paneis but flared up anew when the group of Commander Tuaba allegedly encroached a
community of Commander Alud whose members were harvesting corn crops.

Elements of the 57th Infantry Batialion did not interfere in the infighting because of the existing ceasefire
agreement between the largest rebel group and the Philippine miiitary.

Kagi Suadan, village councilman, said both sides traded bullets overnight but nc evacuation was reported.

Government scidiers were deployed in village center to secure the civilians and to allow MILF leadership to
intervene and setile the land dispute through diglomacy.

hitp//www pna.gey. phindex php?idn=2&sid=&nid=28&1d=948951
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