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Rody read
asideruling on sea

By ALEXIS ROMERO
and EDITH REGALADROC

President Duterte said
vesterday he was ready to
set aside the arbifral ruling
that voided China’s expan-
sive maritime claim in the
South China Sea foliowing

raports that Beijing had in-
a Laﬂed weapons cystems in
seven disputea areas it has

secupied.

Surveillence photos re-
icased this week by the ~sia
Maritime Iransparenr'\ Initia-
tive (AMTI) of the Washing-
ton-based Center for Sirategic
International Studies (CSIS)
showed that China installed
what appeared to be close-in
weapons systems (CITWS) on
sever artificiai islands it built
in the disputed sea.

The artificial islanne voere
"ouilt on Kagitingan {Fiery
Cross), Panganiban (Mis-
chief), Zamora (Subi). Burgos
{Gaven), Kennan (Hughes),
nabini (Johnson) and Calde-
ron {Cuarteron) Reefs, arzas
incated off the western prov-
ince of Palawan.

2

ispute

AMTI suid the gun and
CIWS emplacamenis would
shovr tha: Chine “is serious
about defese o) ite artificial
islande in ce~e 77 &n armed
contingency ir: the South Chi-
nz Sea”

"The Pl pww-« v-hich once
sha JC“FV. S = pansive
maritime cicim ote an in-
ternafione: &b court, is
1ot keati o sEDME bﬂmnﬂ

“”11'}“:

“ln the phay ol molitics,
nows I will ot asiac the arbi-
tral ruling,” Duterte said in
¢ press comjerence in Davao
City earl raomng v ssterday
upon arrival from state isits
to Cambodia and Singapore.

“Twill not 11*1}1099 anything
ont Chinz. ¥why? Decause the
politics here in Sou theast Asia
is changing,” he acded.

Turn ic Page B
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Duterte elaborated on the
changing politics in the re-
gion by reiterating his threat
1o remove American troops
from the Philippines. He first
issued the threat after the
United States raised concerns
ovor hic brital war on illes r:ﬂ
drugs, which so far left over
5,000 drug suspects dead.

“I will demand that they
go out of my country. What's
the use of keeping, hosting
_them when they think we are
a bunch of criminals?” the
Predident said: :

“Go, go out. If you do not
believe in us, whv deal with
us?”

Duterte’s pos1t10n on the
South China Sea issue was a
radical shift from that or his
predecessor Benigno Aquino
111, who was very vocal in
criticizing China’s expansion
in the South China Sea.

China, which claims about
90 percent of the South China
Sea, has launched an ambitious
land reclamation progrem ir:
seven reefs that are also being

claimed hy the Philippines.

In 2013, the Philippines
under Aquino challenged Chi-
na's expansive claim before an
international arbitral court but
Beijing refused to participate
iri the hearings. -

The tribunal muled in faver
of the Philippines last July and
declared that China’s claim in
the South China Sea has no le-
gal basis. China has described
the ruling as “null and void”
and dismiqsed it s a “mere
piece of paper”

--—Last Friday; Pbre:lgn Aef-

fairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay
Jr. said the Philippines could
not stop Cluna from install-
ing weapons i the artificial

islands. He said the Philip--

pines wanted o make sure
that there would be no actions
*hat would create tensions
with China.

e canmot. we cannot stop
Chiza at this point in time and
q:_vmg ‘do notf put that up’
- v 17ill continue to pursue
"""..h meansat which all of

—od

thic car. be prevented,” Yasav

said in a press conference in
Singapore.

His remarks differed from
Defense Secretarv Delfin
Lorenzana, who expressed
concerns over the CSIS report
and said the government was
attempting to verify it.

“If true, it is a big concern
for us and the international
community who uses the
South China Sea lanes for
trade,” Lorenzana said Thurs-
day. “It would mean that the
Chinese are militarizing the
area, which is not good.”

Yasay maintained though

—that the-Philippines would

continue to stand on the arbi-
tral tribunal’s decision.
Friendly coast
Suards

Meanwhile, the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) and the
Chinese Coast Guard (CCG)
have agreed to form a joint
Coart Guard Committee
{JCGC) that would deepen
friendly cooperatior. between
the two maritime agencies.

In e statement, PCG spoles-
man Commander Armand

Balilo said once the JCGC was
established it would serve
as an avenue for both ccast
guards to strengthen mutual
trust, deepen confidence, in-
tensify communications and
exchange, enhance friendlr
cooperation based on equality,
reciprocity and consensus.
The agreement was reached
during the first meeting be-
tween the two coast guard
agencies on Friday since CCG
was established in Tune 2014,
During the past few years
there had beeninstances when
the relationship between the

—two countries-was strained

due to conflicting claims over
the West Philippine Sea.

- In their first meeting, the
PCG sard the t¥n agencies had
a friendly exchange of views
on the sstablishment of the
JCGC, including the principles
of the orgamzaﬁonal structure,
ierms of references and opera-
tional procedures.

Thev alsc-explcred pos-
51ble programs of maritime

coeperation, induding com-
“-attl_ﬂct drug trafficking and
0thar maritime crimes, marine

environmental protection,
méaritime search and rescue,

d capacity-buiiding in re-
lzted areas.

I* was also proposad that
ar interim arrangement for a
“oiing between the two agen-
cies be put up to expedite the
response during search and
r2scue operations.

Ealilo cited the case of the
nvro Filipino fishermen who
went missing late November
end “vere rescued by Chinese
fishermen, who turned them
over io the CCG.

e added there had been
nrevious instances when the
Chinese embassy would call
the PCG and seek assistance
to locate missing Chinese
fisnermen or when there were
those requesting that they be
allowed to take shelter during
bad weather.

Once a hotline is created,
the PCG official said they
woulc be able to save on pre-
cious time since “during these
search and rescue operations
rime i of the essence.”

Balilo said the PCG and
CC0 could dispense with the

need to course their requesis
through their embassies and
directiy relay their request
to their counterpart ccast
guard.

On the part of the FCC, th:
hotline can be set up a. its ac-
tion certer.

The first organizationa}
meeting took place last Dec.
15 to 16 in Manila. Represen-
tatives from the Departmeni
of Foreign Affairs (DFA), the
Office of the Foreign Affaire
Leading Group of the Com-
munist Party of China Central
Committee and the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
were also present.

The PCG and CCG meet-
ing was the result of s memo-
randum of understanding
signed in the presence or
President Duterte and Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
during Duterte’s wisit to
China last Oct. 18 to 21.

The second organizational
meeting and the inaugural
meeting of the JCGC is sched-
uled in February nent vear
here in the country. ’

- Evelyn Macairan, AP
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y:3 -1th an nnproved;peace and

‘order situation that has

~ been rewarded by a gross

domesiic product (GDP)

of 7.1 percent grawth in the first three

months of his administration, President
Eodrigo Duterte told business leaders
i Singapare that the Philippines is
open for business “and we weleome
what vou have to offer.”

g TR

Smgapore business leader"s to benefit: from country s

improve-d[efcr(f)_noﬁiy

Trade .and Industry Secretary Ra-

mon Lopez said the courtesy call by
major banks and investment funds,

including Deutsche, JF Morgan, Gold-
man Sachs, and HSBC, was organized

by the group of businessman Ramon

Ang, president and CEQ of San Miguel
Corp and Petron Corp.

During the meeting, the Presi-
dent invited Singapore businesses
“to partner with us as we pursue the
development of innovative, job =Y 23

generating and inclusive gx owth in my
country.”

“In partlcular we are locking at key
growth sectors, suchas energy and infra-
structure,” Duterte said. N

“This would mean more investmennts
and encouraging competition, putting
an end to protectionism in industries
that are monopolized. More competition
would only mean better ser\uces for all,”
he added. .

The President encouraged Smga
porean and Singapore-based companies
to invest in the Philippines assuring
them that his campaign against drugs
and criminality have made the streets
much safer.

He said China, Russia, and Japan
have expressed interest in participating
in several infrastructure projects in the
Philippines.

The big-tickel items that are up for

<1

grabs, he informed the business group,
are power plants, a container port, toll
ways and bridges, and special economic
zones, all of which.are being looked into
by our blggest conglomerat.es including
San Mlguel Ayala and Metro Pacific,

Imprnved economy

“Over the last few months, we've
improved our peace and order situa-
tion. Filipinos today generally feel safer
and the crime has remarkably dropped,
especially in the urban areas,” Duterte
said. Heexplained that the government’s
war against illegal drugs was necessary
to prevent the country from becoming a
nareo-state which has won broad-based
support among all socio-economic
classes in the Philippines,

“Much of our growth has largely been
fueled by the manufacturing sector which
has revived to grow at 6.9 percent, higher

g
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than the premous averagesof3and4,"he — _would Iawe::the cost of domg busmessm_ _theDuterte administration,” Lopez sald'

stated, generating more decent jobs.
TUnemployment figures likewise
1mpr0ved to 4 7percent from 5.4 and 6.5

percent in previeus quarters

Singapore is the Philippines’ largest

trading partner.and the largest source of
investments from ASEAN.

The Philippines’ attractiveness as
an investment economic destination has
also been secured with the huge good-

‘will earned from the President's visits,

that generated investment pledges from

-China, Russia, Japan and Malaysia.

- “Thekey to maintaining our economic
momentum is infrastructure. My admin-
1stration is commitled toraise infrastruc-
ture spending to 6o 7pereent of the GDE,
focusing investment on the bottlenecks -
miore importantly in transportaiion - that

the Philippines,” he.added.
“Our economic and business sector

continue to be generally upbeat due to a

combination of prudent macroeconomic’

and promotional trade and investment
policies,” Duferte said. :

“Consumer propensity to spend is
helped by generally low inflation, low
interest rates. We are defermined to
eut redtape and make our country more
business friendly.”

_ Continued investment

Lopez said multinational firms af-
firmed their continued business interest
in the Philippines citing the countrv 5

strong growth.
“The SBF members committed toin-

vest in the country as a show of suppori to

5h

~ champions the interests of" the SG busie
-ness community in trade, investment-ag

. They are also looking at developmen}&

projects that they can do with their.co
terparts inthe Phlhppmes like snarmg
best practices and experts, he added.

% 4{'
" SBF, the apex business chamber thg i

industrial relations, represents 22, S(ﬂh
companies that contribute mgmﬁcant'ly

to the Singapore economy, - e
Teo Siong Seng. Chairman ofSBF Wlm,

led the group, was joined by Keppel Bff- 4

>

shore & Marine, Singtel, among others...;

President Duterte assured-the grmggi
of protection of their investments, right®
torepatriate profits, sero corruption and.
peace and order, that the government
is giving priority to. (With a report from
Bernie Cahiles Maglkilat)

=i
v
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Lima katdo kabilang
ang isang sundaln ang
nasugatan makaraang
masabugan ng boriba sa
Brgy. Rorogus, Marawi
City. Lanao del Norte ka-
makalawa,

Finilala ang mga na-
sugatan na $ina Sergeant
Adrian Gaon habang su-
gatan din ang apat na
sibilran na sina Fathma

Nawira, 39, guro; Hafi-

Datuma, 11, Hasbea Da-

luma. & at Adato Gulam.

driver ng motorsiklo.
Avon kay Lt. Col.

Joselito Pastrana, Com-
mander .ng Army’s 3
Infantry Battalion na
naganap ang pagsabog
dakong alas-3 ng hapon
habang bumabagtas sa
lugar ang convoy na mili-
tary trucks sa nasabing
lugar.

Sinabi ng opisyal na
tinamaan ng sharpnel ng
Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) ang isa
si mga sakay ng mili-
tary truck habang apat pa
kabilang ang driver ng
motorsiklo ang nasugatan

G

sa pagsabog,

" Nabatid na dalawang
IED na gawa sa C4 na
may pako ang ginamit sa
pambobomba na ikina-
sugat ng mga bikuma na
apad namang isinugod sa
Amai Pakpal. Hospital,

Inihayap naman ng
opisyal na malaki ang
posibilidad nz kapaga-
wan ng Maule terror
Zroup ang pagpapasa-
bog bunga ng opensiba
ng militar sa Lanac del
Sur upang duruein ang
prupo -Rhoderizi, Befiez
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4th CMO set to hold Young Cultural Minority
Professionals’ Forum

Philippine Information Agency

BUTUAN CITY — The 4th CMO Battalion, Philippine Army in partnership with the government line agencies
(GLAs) will conduct a two-day Young Cuitural Minority Professionals’ Forum (YCMPF) this coming December

21 to 22, 2016 at Division Advance Command Post, Barangay Bancasi, this city

The activity will be participated by the Officers of the Caraga Mindanao Cultural Development incorporated
~{CMCDH)-an 1P youth-organization-wiich-wasorganized by the-unitand partner government agencies as 1P
Youth Leaders and Communicators in Caraga region, students leaders and Muslim young professionals.

“This forum is part of empowering and developing the youth leadership potential and transforms them to
become responsible citizen and catalyst for peace and development,” said LTC Rey Pasco, 4th CMO

commanding officer.

T
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PH keeps distance from

. i RARON B. RECUBNGHT

&he Philippine govermﬁeﬂt

. -.1-'
é the issue of confiscation of a
% United States-owned under-
water drone by Chinese authont:es in
the West Philippine Sea., :

- Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza—
na would not comment on the incident
that happened Thursday, some 50 miles
off the shores of Subic.

“That is between the US and China,”
said Lorenzana when asked Lo coiu-
menf on the issue,

The underwater vehicle was taken
around 50 nautical miles (90 kilometers)
northwest off Subic Bay late Thursday
in a non-viclen! incident, said Captain
Jeff Davis, & Pantagon spokesman,

The eveni unfolded as the civilian-
crewed USNS Bowditeh was retrieving
a pair of “naval gliders” that routinely
collect information on water tempera-
tures, salinity, and sea clarity.

A Chinese Dalang-III class subma-
rine rescue ship then stopped within
500 yards (meters) of the Bowditch

opted to keep distance fromi

©-and snatched one of the probes. The
Americans safely hoistedithe other one

back onto their ship.

Davis said he could not recall an-
other time when something like this
has happened, and the Pentagon issued
a statement calling on Beijing to “im-
medlately” return the probe that it had

“unlawfully seized.”

The US personne! “were asking
over bridge-to-bridge radio to please
leave it there,” Davis said.

Other than a brief acknowledgment
ihat it had received the message, the
Chinese ship did not respond.

“The only thing they said after they
were sailing off into the distance was:
‘We are returning to normal opera-
tions,™ Davis said.

‘t’s ours’

Washington has issued a formal
request through diplomatic channels
to askfor the probe back.

“It is ours. It is clearly marked as

-ours. We would like it back, and we

would Iike this not to happen again,”
Davis said,

hina row

. Pentagen Spokesman ‘Peter Cook:
said China had.acted unlawfully

“The UUV (unmanned underwater
vehicle} 15 a sovereign immune ves-
sel of the United States. We call upon
China to return.our UUV immediately,
and to comply with all of its abligations
under mternatlonal law ‘Cook said in
a statement. . -

Lorenzana said he is not aware
that such underwater drone is being
used at the West Philippine Sea aniid
the ailiance of US and the country over
China s muscle-flexing in the West
Philippine Sea. _

“We did not kmow the US is using
one in SCS (South ‘China Sea), said
Lorenzana.

The United States has been assist-
ing the Philippines in strengthening its
maritime patrol and defense capability
on the West Phihppme Sea following
China’s reclamation in some of the
disputed areas in the area through
joint patroIs or military hardware pro-
curement -

Despite an international: tnbunal s
ruling that is favorablé to the case

g
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filed by the Philippines against China,

' the latter continues its build up inthe

West Philippine Sea, the recent was the

- additionaldeployment of military equip-

.- ment in one of the reclaimed reefs.

’ Heighteﬁed tensions .
Davis said the seized vessel is off

g the-shelf technology thatis commercially
availablefor abeur $150,000. Data 1t gath-

ers are unclassified and can be used to

- helpapbmarines navigate.and detertune

sonar ranges it murky waters. -

The incident comes as President-
elect Donald Trump has repeatedly
infuriated Beijing, by questioning

" longstanding US policy on Taiwan,

calling Beijing a currency manipulator

.and threatening Chinese 1mports ‘Wlth

punitive tariffs.

"~ “This was very likely a highly

planned and escalatory move to show

.China will not take matters lightly when

it comes to” Trump said Harry Kazianis,
the director of defense studies at the
conservative Center for the National

Interest.
_ “Beijing is showing il has the capa-

:'bility to respond in a time and place of

its choosing.”

Unless it is prepared fo ramp up
regional tensions, Washington has few
options except to.ask for the underwa-

‘ter vehicle back.

‘Brazen provocation’
Senior Republican Senator John Mc-
Cain said the United States should not
tolerate “such outrageous conduet.”

4

“This brazen provocation tits a°
pattern of increasingly destabilizing

Chinese behavior, including bullying
its neighbors and militarizing the South
China Sea,” McCain said

“This behavior will contihue untﬂ 1t
ismet with a strong and determined US
response, which until now the Obama

administration has failed to provide.”
The incident comes amid broader-

tensions in the South China Sea, where

‘China has moved to fortify its claims’

fo the region by building out tiny reets

and islets into much larger artlﬁmal

islands.
Brunei, Malaysxa the Phlhppmes

and Vietnam have competing claims’

in the South China Sea, which is laced
with the world’s most heavily traveled
international trade routes. '

While the United States takes no
position on sovereignty claims in the
South China Sea, it has repeatedly
stressed all maritime claims must com-
plv with international law.

The US military has conducted sev-
eral “freedom of navigation” operations
in whicl shipe and planes have passed
close t¢ the sites Beijing claims.

Such missions have provoked angry
rebukes from China, which accuses
Washinglon of provocation and increas-
ing the risk of a milifary mxshap

The USNS Bowditch i is .a research
and survey vessel, and does not look
like a warship.

. The Chinese ship’s hull number
was ASE-510, the Pentagon said. (With
areport from AFP}
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. | WASHINGTON — China “unlawfully”
= .nonsviolent incident, said Capt.. Jeff _ _using.one m_SGS ’South China Sea) il

- _..geized an nnmanned US naval probein -

international watersin the South China.
Sea, the Pentagon yosterday said, a .-

- movesureto heighten tensions around
‘Begiing’s mlhtary presence m the
disputed area. s
- The underwater vehicle-was taken
around 50 nautical miles (80
kilometers) northwest off Subic Bay

in the Phﬂlppmes late Thursday ina

Ds;vxs, a Pentagon spokesman. .
In Manila, Defense Secreta.rv Delﬁr.
Lorenzana yesterday said they are not
. aware that the US Navy has been using
“an undevwaier drongé i its
-oceanographxc survey of the Qnuth
China Sea.

- “None. That is between the US and

U
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China aaptures . USnaval probe

in S. China Sea - Pentagon

;f‘hjna And we did not know the US is

‘he added.”

The event unfolded as the ,mhan-
,r‘rewed USNS Bowditch was retrieving
-a pair of “naval gliders” than, reutmelv
‘eolléct information on watel.
tempetatures, salinity and sea tlarity.

A Chinese Dalang-1IT- class
submarme reeoue sh1p then etopped

w:ﬂnn 500 metars of the Bowditch and”

snatched one of the priohes. The

Americans safely hoisied tue otter ene’

back onto their ship. :

Davis said he could not ;ecall
another time when somethling like
ihis has happened, and the Pentagon
issued « statement calling on Beijing
to “immediately” resurn the probe that

Tern to page 3

From page 1

it had "unlawfully sejzed.”

The US personnel “were asking
over bridge-to-bridge radio to
please leave it there,” Davis said.

Other than &  brief
acknowledgment that it had
received the message, the Chinese
_ship did not respond.

“The only thing they. said after
they were sailing off into the
distance was: 'We are retuining to
normal operations,” Davis said.

" Washington has issued a formal
request through diplomatic
“ehamnels to ask for the probe back.
<t ie ours. It is-clearly marked
a5 ours. We would like it back, and
twpe would like this not to happep
'agam," Davis said.
1. Pentagon spokesman Peter Cook
sald China had acted uniawfully.
- AThe  UUV (unmanned
. underwater vehicle) is a sovereign
immune vessel of the United States.
"We. call upon China to return our
UV immediately, and to comply
. with all of its obhgatlons under

ql;at ement.
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Heighiened tensions
. .Davis said the seized vesse] is
mfr.he-shelf iechnology that is
*_cpmmercially available for about
$150,000. Data it gathers are
" Unclassified and can be used to help
0 submarines navigate and determine
 “somar ranges in murky waters.
“The incident comes as
: 'Premdent—elect Donald Trump has
*‘vepeatedly infuriated Beijing, by
guestioning longstanding US policy
vugr-Taiwan, calling Beijing a
gegurrency manipulator and
sethreatening Chinese imports with
srpunitive tariffs. -
. "This was very likely & highly
r.planned and -escalatory move to
show China will not take matiers
- Jightly when it .comes to” Trump,
,:paid Harry Kazianis, the director
o,f defense studies at the
' ﬂonservatlve Center for the
"National Interest.

‘Brunei

“Bejjing is showing it has the
capability to respond in 2 time and
place of its choosing.”

Unless it is prepared to ramp,
up regional tensions, Washington
has few options excent to.ask for
the underwater vehicle back,

Senior Republican Sen. John
McCain said the United Stdtes
should mnot tolerate “sueh
ontrageous conduet.”

“This brazen provocation fits a
pattern of mereasingly destabilizing
Chinese behavior, including bullying
its neighbors and militarizing the
South China Sea,” McCain sald. -

- “This behavior will continneuntil
it is met with a strong and
determined US response, which
until now the-Obama administration
has failed to provide " .

The incident comes- amid
broader tensions in the South
China Sea, where China has moved
t¢ fortify its elaims to the region
by building out tiny reefs and islets
irto much larger artificial islands.

The Philippines, Vietnam,
and Malaysia have
competing claims in the South China
Sea, which is laced with the world's
most heavily traveled international
trade routes.

While the United States takes
no position on sovereignty claims
in the South China Sea, if has
repeatedly stressed all maritime
claimg must comply with
international law.

‘The US military has conducted
several “freedom of navigation”
operations in which ships and
planes have passed close to the
sites Beijing claims.

Such missions have provoked
angry rebukes from China, which
accuses Washington of provocalion
and increasing the risk of 2 military
mishap.

The USNS Bowdifch is a
research and survey vessel, and
dees not look like & warship.

The Chinese ship's hull number
was ASH-510, the Pentagon said.

AFP/PNA
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- DRONE SEIZURE.

DOESHT CONGERN
U, SAVS PR
DEFENSE CHIEF

By Cynthiz D. Balana -
@cynchdbINQ

China's seizure of an under-
water glider deployed by a
US oceanographic vessel off
Zambales province on Thurs-
day should not concern the
Philippines, Defense Secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana said on
Saturday.

In a text message, Loren-
zana refused to comment on
the matter, saying he had no
prior knowledge about the
US using drones to coliect
unclassified scientific data in
the West Philippine Sea.

“That is between the US
and China; we did not know
the United States fwas] using

BT T S AR S EOr

[asieme}-in the South Chipa-

Sea,” he said.

2

The USNS Bowditch said

the unmanned underwater
‘vehicle was lawfully-conduet-
ing a survey in the West
Philippine Sea when it was re-
moved by a Chinese warship.
-~ The Pentagon confirmed
the iucident at a news brief-
ing in Washington, saying
this was a serious matte1 be-
cause it invelved a US prop-
erty. '

Bonnie Glaser, senior ad-
viser for Asia at the Center
for Strategic and Internation-
al Studies, said the glider was
seized inside the - exclusive
economic zone of the Philip-
pines, hot China, and ap-
peared to be a viclation of in-
ternational Jaw.

t was not the first time
that US drones had been
found floating on Philippine
waters.

In 2c13, a 10-foot orange
BOM-74e  drone marked
‘Navy” was found by a Fil-
ipino diver off Masbate Island
and had been turned aver to
local navy authaorities,

In January and November
this year, sea drones washed
up on a beach at Masinloc,
Zambales. NQ

i Logal: 28K, £205
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WASHINGTON—A. Chinese
warship has s€ized an underwa-
ter drome ‘deployed by a US
oceanographic vessel in the
South China Sea, triggering a
formal diplomatic pratestand a
demand for its return, S offi-
cials said on Friday.

The drone was taken on
Thursday, the first seizure of its
kind in- recent memory, about
5o nantical miles northwest of
Subic Bay, just as the TSNS
Bowditch was about to retrieve
the unmanned underwater ve-
hicle (UUV), officials said.

“The UUV was lawfully con-
ducting = military survey in the
waters of the Souih China Sea,”
one official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

“It's a sovereign-immune
vessel, clearly marked in En-
glish not to be removed from

China seizes
off Zambales

the watet, thatit was US proper-
ty," the officialadded. - :

The Pentagon confirmed the
incident at 3 news briefing and
said the drone used commer-
cially available technology and
sold for about $150,000. -

No response
Washington has issued 2
formal request through diplo-
matic channels to ask for the
probe back.

Other than a brief acknowl-
edgment that it had received
+he mersage, the Chinese ship
di¢ not respond, nor did Chi-
nese officials.

Bus Ching's nfluential state-
run tabioid The Global Times
saig China had already received
a claim request for the equip-
ment from the US side, Quoting
an nnidentified Chinese source,

[ited SN

internarionat iaw.

The US military has con-

the paper said “relevant parties
from _both. .sides._have main-
tained smooth communication
channels, and believe this issue
will be smoothly resolved ™

Aggressive posiiire

The seizure will add » con-
cerns about China's increased
military presence and aggressive
posture in the disputed South
China Sea, including ifs milita-
rization of maritime outposts.

It coincided with saber-rat-
tling from Chinese state medja
and some in its military estab-
lishment after U$ President-
elect Donald Trump cast doub:
on whether Washington would
stick to its nearly four-decades-
old policy of recognizing thar
Taiwan is part of “One China.”

Alsc this week, a US research
group said new satellite imagery

indicated China has installed
Weaporls, including antiaircraft
and antimissile systems, on all
seven artificial islands it has
built in the South China Sea. -

Mira Rapp-Hoopel, a se-
nior fellow in the Asia-Pacific
Security Program at the Center
for New American Security,
said the move was “highly es-
calatory,” and that it was “hard
1o see how Beijing will justify
itlegaily.”

Brunei, Malaysia, the Philip-
nines and Vietnamr have com-
peting claims in fig South China
Sea, vhich is laced with the
world’s most heavily traveled
internziional traas routes.

‘While the US :akes no posi-
-ion on sovereignty claims in
the South ZChine Sea, it has re-
peatedly stressed that all mar-
itime claims must comuply vrith

armed US escortte continue its

mission.
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ducted several “freedom of nav-
igation” operations in ‘which
ships and planes have passed
close to the sites Bejjing ¢laims.

Angry rebukes

Such missions have provoked
angry rebukes from Beijing,
which accused Washington of
provocation and increasing the
risk of a military mishap.

The seizure incident is the
latest maritime encounter be-
tween China and the United
States.

In March 2001, the same sur-
vey ship was confronted by a
Chinese frigate inside Ching's
exclusive economic zone.

after the United States filed
diplomatic protest, the ship
eturned to the area with an

-
=%
I3

In April 2001, & mid-air colii-
sion between a US Navy. surveil-
lance aircraft -and a Chinese
fighter jet about 7o miles from
China’s Hainan island caused the
death of a Chinese pilot.

The 24 US crew were de-
rained for 10 days until the US
sent expressing sorrow over the
Chinese pilot's death,

In March 2009, Chinese
ships surrounded and harassed
a US Navy mapping ship, the
USNS Impeccable, on interna-
tional waters off China.

Coming within 25 feet of the
US vessel, the ships strewed de-
bris in its path. The lmpeccable
returned to the site the follow-
ing day, escorted by a guided-
missile destroyer. —REPORTS FROM
AP, AFF AND REUTERS
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DUTERTE T0 SET ASIDE UN THBUNAL RULING INVALIDATIAG
BEWJING GLAIMS IN SOUTH CHINA SEA

By Leila B, Salaverria
@LeilasING

President Duterte said on Satur-
day the Philippines would not
insist that China recognize an
international arbitration court's
ruling invalidating its claims to
nearly the whole of the South
China Sea, despite a recent re-
port suggesting that Beijing was
‘ramping up its militarization in
the disputed waters.

“In the play of politics now, I
will set aside the arbitral rul-
ing,” President Duterte said in
Davao City. “I will not impose
anything on China. Why? Be-
cause the politics here in South-
east Asia is changing.”

'Mr. Duterte made the remarks
when asked if a US think tank re-

‘port that China installed antiair-
craft and antimissile weapons on
its new artificial islands in the dis-
puted waters would affect his
perception of Beijing.

The Philippines claims the
reefs that were turned by China
into man-made islands.

Mr. Duterte, who took office
in June, has taken steps to mend
relations with China that grew
hostile during the time of his
predecessor, Benigno Aquino
I, over the long-unresolved
territorial disputes.

The Aquino administration
took the disputes to interna-
tional arbitration in a move
backed by Washington after
China seized a disputed shoal in
2012

Kindest soul of all

Mr. Duterte threatened to
abrogate a treaty that allowed
US troop visitations here after
Washington raised concerns
over his deadly war on drugs
but expressed gratitude to Chi-
na for offering aid to the Philip-
pines.

“China has the kindest soul

of all,” Mr. Duterte said, adding
that China had pledged billions
in aid, including the construc-
tion of another drug rehabilita-
tion Tacility next year.

Recently, Chinese business-
man Huang Rulun funded the
construction of a “mega” drug
rehabilitation facility inside the

military’s Fort Magsaysay,
which could house up to 10,000
patients.

The Philippines “will never be
ready to fight with China,” Mr.
Duterte said, as he accused the
United States of instigating hostil-
ities between Manila and Betjing.

"1t is ynu who is egging fon] a
fight there,” the President said.

No power
Foreign Affairs Secretary
Perfecto Yasay said on Friday

“that the Philippines had no

power to stop Beijing’s expan-
sjon in the disputed waters.
The Philippines, he said,

Fwill notimpose
anything on China..
Why? Because the

politics herein
Southeast Asiais
changing

would just continue to pursue
peaceful means to try to pre-
vent China’s activities.

‘The Philippines, under the
Aquino administration, had tak-
en China tc the Permanent
Court of Arbitration after. it
seized Scarborough Shoal. The
United Nations-backed interna-
tional tribunal eventually ruled
in Manila’s favor in July, though

E
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Beijing rejected the decision.

Mr. Duterte spoke of want-
ing to set aside the ruling for the
meantime, as he pursued
friendship with China.

After his state visit to China
in October, Filipino fishermen
were granted access to the area
around Scarborough  Shoal
without heing harassed by the
Chinese Coast Guard.

Chinese Coast Guard ships
had blocked access to the area
since 2012, and the change of
tack came after President
Duterte met his Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping in Beijing.

The Philippines and China
have no formal agreement re-
garding the area, which both
claim as part of their traditional
fishing grounds.

Coast guard
‘Fhe Philippine Coast Guard
meanwhile said it was looking
(o set up a “Joint Coast Guard

Committee” with its Chinese
counterpart as both sides met
for their first organizational
conference last week,

The joint committee would
be inaugurated when both sides
meet again in February next
year, Filipino Coast Guard
spokesperson Commander Ar-
mand Balilo said.

The Department of Foreign
Affairs, the Office of the Foreign
Affairs Leading Group of the
Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee and the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs took
part in the meeting.

- It was the first ever meeting
of the two sides, during which
concerns such as fighting drug
trafficking and other maritime
crimes, marine environmental
protection, maritime search
and rescue and capacity build-
ing were discussed. —wiTH RE-
PORTS FROM JULIE M. AURELIO AND
AP INQ
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' Rebels, ASG told: Gc on

‘terte yesterday urged
rebels and the AbuSayyaf
Group to take a vacation
for a peaceful Christmas
and New Year.

“Td like to greet every-
body, lahat na, the Filipino
people, the law-abiding and
of course if they find it in
their hearts, thongh this is
not reallv something for the
Moro... na we can have a
peacefal Christmas, I hope

that you would just, isa d’yan, '

ang mga Abu Sayyaf, {to]

. take a vacation,” Duterte said

during his visit ai the Arrned
Forces -of the Philippines’
Western Mindanao Com-
mand headquarters in Zam-
boanga City. .

Duterte disclesed that
he was supposed to make
the formal appeal to the
rebels and bandit groups
in a "good speech” that bhe
was preparing.

i)

~— vacation, fet’s have peace

PRESIDENT Rodrigo Du-

“[Fd like] to greet every-

body, the eommunists, the.

Abu Sayvaf, lahat sila. In
‘behalf of sa taong Pilipino, T
greet everybody Merry Chrisi-
mas arid a prosperous New
Year for &ll,” he said.

"The President even prom-
ised to treat the rebels and
the bandits to . dirmer “if they
happen to pas: by Davao”

He added that the dinmer
couid be arranged by his
daughier-in-law, Lovely

~Sanglkula, a native of Jolo.

“So nakiliusap ako sa
lahat na can we have a peace-
fual Christmas? Maybe we can
resume fighting some other
day,” he added.

Bven as he asked rebels
oand the bandits for a fruee,
Duterte said he will not do
the same for criminals, espe-
cially drug personalities.

“"Yung mga shabu? Big-
van mo ako ng isang platong
shabu... ipakain ke. Galit ako
sa kriminal, hindi ako galit
sa rebolusyonarve,” he said.

Duterte’s administration
has renewed peace efforts with
all the Maro rebel groups,
including the Mero islamic
Liberation Front and the Maro
Nationa! Liberation Front.

The government has
alse revived peace talks
with the Communist Party
of the Philippines-New Peo-
ple’s Army. -

Late iast month, the
President had alse said he
was ready to talk with the
Abu Sayyaf Group.

- Agide from the Abu
Sayyaf, the military has also
launched an intensified of
fensive against the Maute
Grouy based in Lanao del
Sur. Efren Montano
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AFP conducts Governance Forum Lecture for
key officers

Philippine News Agency
in line with its commitment towards positive change, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) conducted a

Governance Forum Lecture for its key leaders Thursday.
AFP pubiic affairs office chief Col. Edgard Arevalo said the event was held at the AFP Commissioned Officers

Ciub, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City.
The activity is part of a series of quarterly lectures in line with the AFP Transformation Roadmap (AFPTR).

“The Governance Forum-Lecture started in January and is part of the many efforts of the AFP in transforming
its various commands, units, and offices info a stronger and more credible public institution that is built on good

governance,” Arevalo said.
The AFP Office of the Strategic Studies and Strategy Management (OSSSM) head Brig. Gen. Paterno V.

Moraies, spearheaded the event.

“This historic event is a breakthrough tc the modernization of the military. Undeniably, our institutionalization
inspires us o exert more effort for the betterment of our armed forces,” he added.

Meanwhile, Bishop Noel A. Pantoja, Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches chair, was the guest speaker

on the final iteration of the forum-lecture.
He also sits as the general secretary of the Philippine Relief and Deveiopment Services Inc., which provides

humanitarian assistance to the poor and underprivileged communities.
“It takes longer to build something than to demclish something, jusl the same in the AFF Transformation
nis

T dun

Pantoja said.
“With character, competence, and courage, transformation will happern. AFP Transformation begine in the light

of every individual. It's not only your dream, AFF 2028 is ours -- world-class Armed Forces,” he concluded.

After the lecture, the AFP Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans, led by Major Gen. Guillermo A. Molina

Jr, launched the official website of the AFPTR.
The website displays the electronic balanced scorecard of the AFP Chief-of-Staff as well as the other AFP staff

offices and units.
The AFPTR website also promotes transparency as it provides easy-access to relevant information needed by

internal and external stakeholders such as the AFP Multi-Sector Governance Council (AFF MSGC).

The AFP was declared Performance Governance System (PGS) institutionalized by the Institute of Solidarity in
Asia iast Nov. 24.

It also won the Silver Trail Blazer Award. The Institutionalization is the fourth and final stage of the PGS which
indicates greaf progress on transparency and good governance.

k
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Duterte threatens to scrap VFA after US-led
MCC defers aid grant

Alexis Romero

U.S. and Phitippine military officers stand at attention during the entrance of the colors & the opening cerernony of the
annual joint U.S.-Philippines military exercise dubbed Balikatan 2018 (Shoulder-to-Shoulder) Monday, Aphil 4, 2016 at
Camp Aguinaido, in suburban Quezon cify, northeast of Manila, Philippines. AP Photo/Bullit Marquez, file

MANILA, Philippines — President Rodrigo Duterte has threatened to scrap the Philippines’ Visiting Forces
Agreement (VFA) with the US as he assailed Washington anew for supposedly treating Manita like "garbage.”

Duterte made the statement as he was reacting to the decision of the US-led Millentnium Chalienge Corp.
(MCC) to defer 2 $3433-million funding grant te¢ the Philinnines over "concerns arcund rule of law and civil

g gra
tiberiies” under his administration.

“ understand thal we have been stricken out of the Millennium Challenge, well good. | welcome ii,” the
president said.

“They (US) do nof look af us kindly. We have this huge problem... Actually, we do not need it. We can survive
without American money. But you know, America, you might atsc be put to notice, Prepare to leave the
~hilippines. Prepare for the eventual repeal or the abrogation of the Visiting Forces Agreement,” he added.

Signed in 1998, the VFA allows American and Filipino troops to conduct joint trainings in Philippine soil.

The US has criticized Duterte’s brutal war on itlegal drugs, which has left more than 4,000 suspected drug
ffenders dead. Critics said the anti-drug campaign effectively endorsed human rights violations and
axtrajudicial killings but Philippine officials have denied the allegation.

A\ngered by the criticisms on his narcotics crackdown, Duterte had said he would review all military agreements
vith the US and scrap joint drills that, he claimed, were only beneficial to Americans.

Juterte also declared that he would "separate” himself from the US but his subordinates explained later on that
& was just stressing the need for a more independent foreign policy.

1
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The MCC, which assesses potential recipients using indicators for economic freedom, investment of people
and rule of law, deferred the giving of aid to the Philippines amid accusations thal the government is setting

aside due process o punish drug lords.

Duterte said the US has been treating the Philippines like a "doormat” and “garbage” and has been using aid o
impose its will on Filipinos.

addicts) and you are treated as if you are garbage or a doormat,” the president said.
The president's estimate of 4 million drug addicts is not supported by official government data.

“And the Philippines historically is ike a doormat because every time that they criticize us, it's always tied fo a
statement na mawala ang indiong assistant (that the aid given to its assistant will be lost). Sons of b***** You

picture us as if we are patay gutom (very hungry).”
Indio is a term used to refer fo Filipinos during the Spanish colonial period.

Duterte said the US shouid just leave the Philippines if it thinks the country is too dangerous. He also chided
the US for raising human rights issues while "turning a blind eye” on the Philippines’ drug probiem.

“if you think that there is crime there because we execuie people...So why don't you just leave and if you think
that there is extrajudicial killing here—it's & prevalent ong, it's a virulent practice, you know. 50 why are you
here? What is your purpose in this Visiting Forces Agreement?

'‘China, Russia willing to help’

“We will never be ready to fighl with China. It is you who is egging a fight there. We will never fight with Russia.

That's too far away and besides, we are friends,” he added.

Duterte also cited the US State department’s move te halt the sale of some 26,000 rifles to the Philippine
Naticnal Police because of alleged human rights viclations under his watch. He said the Philippines can always
source fireaims from other sources like Russia and China.

‘Russia came forth and said ‘no probiem.” As | use the word, buy one take one. China is actually, I’ll tell vou

now...China has been communicating with us everydey and ! think | think I'll send the Defense secretary. Thay

saic the guns are ready,” the president said.
He claimed that the military would oust him if he asks them {o cbey an illegai order.

Duterte is convinced that MCC'’s decision to defer the giving of aid to the Philippines was a last ditch effort of
the Obama administration to undermine him.

‘Somebody gave me a document that was passed on to me in Hong Kong, it says about undermining Duterte.
Viaybe they would agitate, well you know, and | said, God says | am & president. God says you are only
Bresident for six months, fine, 'l go,” he said.

Juterte noted that incoming US president Donaid Trump was not hostiie or antagonistic to him.

He (Trump) said that you know, | know that we have a bad fix between our two nations. | said, 'yes sir. And
m sorry for that, but it is not really your institutions but people there in the Washington DC,"™ Duterte said.

-le was very nice, very courteous, | could not sense any hostile drift, or even the manner he was saying it ...
il just wait. | will let Obama fade away and if he disappears then | will begin to reassess.”
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Duterte was all praises though for newly-appointed US Ambassador to the Philippines Sung Kim, whom he
described as “a very good ambassador” and "very courteous.”

‘China has the kindest soul’
Duierte said he does not mind lesing the MCC grant because China has pledged to provide the Philippines

billions in aid.

“China communicated to us. They're giving us 50 billion. So what do | need America for?” he said.

“We are glad that we are freed from proving anything to the United States. We do not need the money. China
said they will provide... we will give you the money. So, bye-bye, America and work on the protocols that would
eventually move you out from the Phitippines.”

While he is not inclined to forge new military aliiances, Duterfe said he wouid send soidiers to Befjing for-
training on Chinese weapons.

The Philippines and China are embroiled in a territorial dispute over some areas in the South China Sea (West
Philippine Sea), where about $5 trillion in trade passes through annually. China claims about 80 percent of the

area but this is being contested by the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwar.

In 2013, the Philippines under President Benigno Aguino il challenged the legality of China’s sweeping
maritime claim, calling it “exaggerated” and “excessive.”

An arbitral tribunal in the Hague ruled in favor of the Philippines last July and declared that China’s claim has
no legal basis. China has refused to recognize the ruling, saying it was "ilegal since Day One.”

Duterte had said he would set aside the arbitra! rufing “in the meantime” but maintained that he wouid not
bargain with China on the issue.
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Defense dept says unaware of US underwater
drone in South China Sea mapping

Philippine News Agency

Department of Nationa! Defense (OND) Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said Saturday they are unaware that the
US has been using an underwater drone in its oceanographic survey of the South China Sea.

He made the statement when asked aboul his reaction on the incident involving the People's Republic of
China's seizure of a US underwater drone, some 50 nautical miles northwest off Subic Bay, Zambales.

"Mone. That is between the US and China. And we did not know the US is using one in SCS (South China
Sea)," Lorenzana said.

The incident took place Thursday night as the USNS Bowditch was about to retrieve the underwater drone.

hitp:s/vnvew . gmanstwork.com/news

Duterte gives early Christmas gifts to wounded

soldiers in Mindanao

By JESSICA BARTOLOME, GMA News

Wounded soldiers in Zamboanga City were gified with brand new celiphones and cash by nc less than

President Rodrigo Duterte on Saturday afternoon.
Duterte gave the early Christmas gifis to the wounded soidiers and their families in his visit ai the Armed

Forces of the Philippines' Western Mindanao Command Headguarters in the city.
in an interview during his visit, Duterfe told reporters that he gave the soidiers money and mobile phones.

“Just to ease up their pain and their suffering... Kagaya ng trabaho ko is to visit them tapos magbigay ng
konting pera at mga bagong celiphone nila," the President said.

'So bigyan ko sita, mas maganda pza sa inyo," he added.

Duterte reiterated that the government must take care of soldiers for they are laying their lives tc protect the

Filipine people.
"We should take care of our soldiers. They are giving up their lives for this Republic,” Duterte ioid reporters.

2n orders of Duterte, the military intensifiec its operations against the Abu Sayaf Group and Maute Group ir,
‘lindanao.

=arlier this month. a member of the Philippine Army's Scout Ranger Battalion conducting operations against
he Maute Group was killed in Lanao del Sur. Several soldiers have also been wounded since the operation

vas launched against the bandit group last month. —ALG, GMA News
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US zlerts PH after China seized its underwater
drone off Subic

Rappler

Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenza says the security cluster has yet to discuss how the Philippines will react to
the incident between the US and China that happened within fts exclusive econornic zone

The Philippines was not aware that the US Navy was operating an unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) off the

coasl of Subic Bay until after if was seized by China on Friday, December 16.
"No, we were not (aware). Our embassy in DC was informed after the UUV was seized and was not returned

by the Chinese,” Lorenzana toid Rappler in a text message.
China's action is feared to heighten tension between the two military superpowers in the disputed seas
especially after reports that China has installed more weapons on reefs it iflegally reciaimed.

Lorenzana said the security cluster has yet to discuss how the Philippines will react to the incident between US
and Chinz that happened inside its exclusive economic zone.

US wants its underwater drone back

Pentagon press secretary Peter Cook said the US Navy was "conducting routine operations in accordance with

international law.”
The US is calling on China o immediately return the underwater drone, an unclassified "ocean glider" that

gathers milttary oceanographic dats such as salinity, water temperature, and sound speed.
According to the Pentagon, the Chinese Dailang-lll class submarine launched a small boat that seized the UUV

just as US Navy ship USNS Bowditch was attempting to retrieve it off Subic Bay. The US Navy successfully

retrieved a second UUV
: i

YELLOW DROMES. This photo shows the recovery of US ocean gliders off the coast of Scotiand. A similar unmanned
inderwater vehicle was seized by the Chinese Navy off the coast of the Philippines. Photo from the Fentagon web site
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The US Navy sent radio messages to demand the return of the underwater drone but the Chinese Navy

ignored the calls. _ _
“The UUV is a sovereign immune vessel of the United States. We call upon China to return our UUV

immediately and to comply with all of its cbligations under international law," said Pentagon Press Secretary
Peter Cook.

Once the site of a iarge US naval base, Subic Bay in Zambales province continues to host US naval ships
under the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA).

Zambales is also the land mass nearest to Panatag (Scarborough) Shoal, the reef that was practically
occupied by the Chinese Coast Guard after a 2014 standoff with the Philippine Navy there.
A number of US target drones have been found floating in the area in recent years, too.

Policy shift

The administration of President Benigno Aguino 11l had counted on the US, the country’s oidest'and most
powerfui alfly, to help defend its maritime territories against China's aggressiveness. Talks between the
Philippine and US militaries back then aimed to allow Americans to build facilities again in the former US naval

base.
The US' primary concern is to maintain freedom of navigation in the South China Sea, a multibillion dollar trade
route where its cargoes pass through.

Cooperation plans between the Philippines and US changed under the new administration of Prestdent
Rodrigo Duterte, who has been vocal in his dislike for the US and has declared he wants warmer ties with

China.
Duterte had said he wanis to scrap both the VFA and EDCA. EDCA s an executive agreement thal Duterte
may choose fo scrap after nofifying the US. But VFA is a treaty that only the Senate may scrap.

A possible game changer is the victory of US President-elect Donaid Trump who, uniike President Barack
Ohama, complimented Duterte on his controversial war on drugs.

Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecio Yasay Jr had said the Philippines won't confront Chine over its
weapans in the South Ching Sea.
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China 'unlawfully' seizes US naval probe in South China
Sea: Pentagon

InterAksyon

—_

A UIHiIesE Sl ana Nencopier parlicipate i a search and rescue drill near the Paracel islands in the South China Sea in

this July 14, 2016 file photo. REUTERS

China "unlawfully”" seized an unmanned US naval probe in international waters in the South China Sea, the
Pentagon said Friday, a move sure to heighten tensions around Beijing's military presence in the disputed
area.

The underwater probe was taken around 50 nautical miles (90 kilometers) northwest off Subic Bay in the
Philippines on Thursday afternoon in a non-violent incident, Pentagon spokesman Navy Captain Jeff Davis

said,
The event unfolded as the civilian-crewed USNS Bowditch was retrieving & pair of "naval gliders" that routinely

collect information on water temperatures, salinity and sea clarity.
A Chinese Dalang-ili ciass submarine rescue ship then stopped within 500 vards (meters) of the Bowditch and

snatched one of the probes. The Americans safely hoisted the other one back onto their ship.

'We did not know'
Sought for reaction te the incident, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said they did nol know the Americans

had been using drones for the oceanographic survey,
"WNone. That is beiween the US and China. And we did not know the US is using one in SCS (South China

Sea;," Lorenzanea sard:

Davis said he could not recall another time when something like this has happened, and the Pentagon issued a
statement calling on Beijing to "immediately” return the probe that it had "unlawiuily seized."

The US personnel "were asking over bridge-to-bridge radio {c please ieave il there," Davis said.

Other than a brief acknowledgment that it had received the message, the Chinese ship did not respond.
"The only thirg they said after they were sailing off into the distance was: 'We are returning to normal
operations," Davis said.

Wwashingion has issuea a formai request inrough diplomaunc channels to ask for the probe back.

"It is ours. It is clearty marked as ours. We would like it back, and we would like this not to happen again,”
Davis said.

Pentagon press secretary Peter Cook said China had acted unlawfuily.

"The UUV (unmanned underwater vehicle) is a sovereign immune vessel of the United States. We call upon
izhina to return our UUVY immediately, and to comply with all of its obligations under international law," Cook

said in a statement.
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7th Marine Battalion returns after 10-year
deployment to Mindanao

Philippine News Agency

The 7th Marine Battalion, which has been deployed to Mindanao for 10 years, is finaily home at the Marine
Barracks Rudiardo Brown in Taguig City for retraining and refurbishment.

Philippine Marine Corps spokesperson, Capt. Victor Donque, said the battalion had helped secure the 2007
ASEAN Summit, and had sent personnel for security and anti-ierrorism operations in central and western

Mindanao.
The unit arrived in Manila early this week.

"They were instrumental in most of the anti-terrorism campaigns of the government against the Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG), and remnants of the Jema-ah Islamiyah hiding in the islands of Mindanao. Their latest
depioyment was to NPA-influenced areas,” he said, referring to the New People's Army.

The 7th Marine Battalion lists among its major accomplishments the combat operations against ASG terrorists
in the provinces of Sulu and Basilan, neutralization of some personalities identified as kidnap-for-ransom
groups or lawless elements in Cotabato City and Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat, and its participation in the anti-

drug campaign.

"They also performed significant non-traditional roles, such as civil-rilitary operations that have gained superb
appreciation from the natives, as well as stakeholders af said areas " he added.Donaue said the unit i to

undergo a six-month retraining and refurbishment before its nexi depioyment.

While undergoing training, the 7th Marine Battalior will serve as a component of the Philippine Marine Ready
Force in Metro Manila.

"Along with the training program are booth lectures and practical exercises on administrative matters, military
tactics, simulated military planning, live-fire maneuvers, marksmanship and rigid physicat fitness activities. Part
of the refurbishment is the issuance of new sets of combat clothing, individual equipmient, mobility assets,
communications equipment, issuance of the newly acquired R-4 rifle, integration of Marine Corps Operating
Soncept, and civil military operations,” Dongue added.

Jnitinepection and de-briefing will be conducied prior io & shoit rest and recreation, wiich will be given io ine
=oldiers to relieve them of stress from combat fatigue and to rejoin them with their families and loved ones,
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