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By ALEXIS ROMERO -

_ _Prjes_id_e_ﬁif_bqtei‘%e has
- threatened to execute “five:

or six” death row convicts
daily once the death pen-
alty is restored.

Duterte, who haslaunched
a bloody war against illegal
drugs and criminality, said he
wanted capital punishment
restored “because 1 want o

“useit against you*(c':rimmais)’.-’-i' -

He implied that capital
punishment_failed to work as
> crime deterrent in the past
because only a few executions
were carried out. s

wRestore it and I will ex-
ecute criminals every day -
fve or six. That's for real,” he
said during the 38th birthday
celebration of Sen. Manny
Pacquiao in General Santos
City Saturday night. :

The President has been
pushing for the restoration
of the death penalty, saying if
would serve as retribution for
those who committed serious
crimes.

Capital punishment was
scrapped in 1987 during the

presidency of Corazon Aquino

but was reimposed in 1993
under then president Fidel
Ramos, who now serves as
Duterte’s advisern

Crimes that were punish-

“ble by death included rape;-

kidnapping for ransom, mut-
der and drug trafficking.
Capital punishment was
abolished anew in 2006 dur-
ing the presidency of Gloria
Macapagal-A1Toyo, now 2
Pampanga congresswomar.
Former president Benigno
Aquino Il also rejected the death
penalty, saying it was more im-
portant to fix the problems in
Turn to Page 13
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the criminal justice system. . -

Before assuming the presidency, Duterte said
he would like to execute criminals by hanging,
believing those who were under the influence
of drugs had been reduced to a “bestial state.”

“Yany st ard therr there will-beanother-

* ceremony for a second time until the head is
" completely sévered from the body. I'd like that
because [ am mad,” Duterte said in a press
© conference last May. _ )
The Romari Catholic Church, the ‘religion
" of mére than 80 percent of Filipinos, has -
. beenopposed to death penalty, saying sir-.
- ners should notbe eliminated but should.
. instead be given a chance to amend their
fives:: . T o]
“The Archdiocese of Manila has urged -
its clergy and the faithful to say a prayer -
against the revival of the death penalty
law in the Philippines. e
The bill restoring death penalty has
been approved at committee level in the
House of Representatives, which is domi-
nated by allies of the President. Senate
leaders, however, expect the controversial
measure to be subjected to long debates
and public hearings. '

Free overstaying prisoners

Meanwhile, Buhay party-list Rep. Lito
Atienza called on Duterte to release pris-
oners under the Bureau of jail Manage-
ment and Penology. . -

Atienza pointed out that the slow pace
of the justice system and lack of lawyers
keeping an eye on their cases had beern de-
priving thousands of inmates of 2 speedy

BIMP to immediately conduct an inventory of
inmates and release those who wotld alréady
qualify. ' -
“This is one of the reasons why we are
absolutely agairst the death penalty. Because
of our defective and disjointed criminal jus-
tice system, only the poor who cannot afford
lawyers, will be sentenced to death. While the
moeneyed criminals buy their way through
the corruption network and go scot-free,”
Atienza said.

Atienza also reminded government to focus
not only on political detainees, but more so on
prisoners suffering in subhuman conditions

JS
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" trial, as provided for under Article III, Section
16 of the Constitution, stating that, “All persons
shail have the right to a speedy disposition of
their cases before all judicial, quasijudicial, or
administrative bodies.” """ ERE
“Many inmates who were supposed to serve’
short sentences end up being imprisoned for’
extended periods. This is contrary to what our -

~Constitntion-guarantees- Fhis-is-a-classic-case

of justice delayed is

lamented. AT N
Atienza said their release must be dong“in

the spirit of the Christmas season.” =
Atienza urged President Duterte to direct the

justice denied,” Atienza

inside jails. :

" He invoked Article IIL, Seetion 19 of thi”

1987 Constitution: “The employment of physi-
cal,.psychological, or degrading ,punishmezft
against any prisoner or detainee or the use of
substandard or inadequate penal facilities urnic
der subhuman conditions ‘shall be dealt with
by law.” . ' f
Atienza also cited Article I of the Interna-
tional Convention on Civil and Political Rights,
providing that, “All persons deprived of their

liberty shall be treated with humanity and with

respect for the inherent dignity of the human
person.” —With Delon Porcalia
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terminate a pact that '

1S troops to visit the

US government aid
agency deferred a vote on a re-
newal-of a major development
assistance . package for- the
Phihppmes over COINCEIns
about: extra]udmal killings in

his wart on illegal drugs, which.

hasleft rousands dead.

the ald'package has been taken,
Mr. - Duterte on Saturday
Iaunched an expletive-iaden
tu'ade teilmg the United States
] prepare to leave the Philip-
pmes prepare for the eventual
repeal or the abrogation of the
Visiting Forces Agreement.”
~He was referring to a 1998
accord that governs American
forces visiting the Philippines

s helped the Philippines:
in'a violent Moro ingur-
Mindanao and train
p Filipino forces fac-

puted Sotith China Sea waters

~Duterte was enraged

ugh no decision:on

ombat exertises. The:

ing an’dssertive China in dis-

J—

“You know,’ it for tat .., if
you can’do this, so (can) we. It
ain't a one-way traffic,” Mr.
.Duterte said, adding tauntmg—
ly, “Bye-bye Americal”. .-

-+ The US Embassy i in Mamla
said in a statement overnight

that Washingto.: -would work
closely” with the Duterte ad-

made an offhand remark.

The 71-year-old Premdent
who describes himselfas a left- -

f

wing poh
Hdar t%;reats hefore and after tak-

‘ing office in June, but he and
his-officials have walked back

‘ministration. to. address any.

Thé White House didn’t im-
_nedlateiy respond to a request .
for commerit, but spokesperson -
‘Josh Earhest said premously that
the White House would not react .
publicly each time Mr. Duterte

Page: # !

tician, has made simi-

on many of his public state-
ments, causing confusion.

;i “Seart packing your thmgs
and get out of my couitry,” Mr.
Draterie said in & speech at the
pirthday party of Sen. Manny
.Pacquiao. "You want to ome
"back here? You pay US. You
want bases here? Pay us.”
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...All about money. .. ..

. Mr. Duterte said that the re-
lationship between the Philip-
pines and.- the United States
should' just be-transactional

God’s monsters iy

"Pera-perd nd lang Ltayo, buti pa
{Let it be allabout ‘money be-
tweenus),” hesaid.:
The . Philippines is not al
war, he said;so: there is 7o rea-
. 80N 10 aHow" 3
in the counts
-“He: shrugged off th ;:US
: trammg of Eili] (
- exercises..

soul'of ail” for o_ffermg whathe

sald Was 51gn;f1cant financial

avery meo

interfere,”.he'said:
The Philippines had been
; aid package

tion program was successfully
completed in May under Mr.
Duterte’s predecessor, Benigno

CA spokesperson*for Millen-
nfum Challenge Corp., Laura
Allen, said -on: Thursday it
would continue’ to -monitor
events in the Phlhpplnes be-
fore the next board review in

ally “They dof--
‘not insult people, ‘they"do not

:Marchzoﬂ oy
+The U§ decmmn is ammng

: the_.fzrst signs of how concerns .
- about the rule of law and bu- ..
~man xights under Mr: Duterte
+cotld entail economic costs: - ;
_ The US government, along. -
“with European Unicon and UN,-
officials, has raised concerns, -
-about Mr. Duterte’s crackdowrn -
-on illegal drugs, which has.left
more than 2,000 suspeg@egi-;

drug users and dealers dead in.;
pur;)orted gun batties with pe-
lice.

deaths are being investigated

to determine if they were

linked to ilegal drugs.

%

" More than 3000 other

: God why do you haﬁfe to creﬁfe,,

At A TIeWS conference in, his, «
Davao. -hometown, Mr, Duterte., -
was pointedly asked how many..-
crime suspects he had killed in

the past: when he was stili'a
crime-busting city mayor ; amid
:I:i‘ vague and contradlctmg ACT:

piyT
tlon, he sald that he: indeed had
killed, but did not pmwde‘:dfem
tail§ and tried to ]ustlfyh1s,§$m»
en "tell ydu, oW’ thaﬁ:ﬁ

sassmated

“"God, forglve e fot k11;ﬁg§:
these jdiots,” Duterte §a];a;,-
then blamed God for the p}ge‘r,,

these idiots? That's why ﬂfmyw
die?’ - ~REPORTS FROM AP AND LA

-~ @ -

B SALAVERR!A iNQ el
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OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tet no. (62) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the tand.




Army Vision: By 2028. & worid-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) B45.9555 Local: 5285, 5285

The

[7 Decem_ber 2016

DIGONG'S GESTURE. President Rodrigo Duterte comes tothe 2id and comfort of ‘one of the soldiers wounded in a recent encounter withthe-
Abu Sayyaf Group in Basilan during his visit to Camp Navarro General Hospi’cgi-in_;Zamboa:mga City on-December 17, 2016.

b
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Afio orders troops to continue rescue
for 23 Abu hostages
- ZAMBOANGA CITY — Newly . Padilla also said Afio did not
ifstalled Armed Forces of the Philip--- change drastically the policies
pines {(AFP) chief of staff Ger. Edu~ imposed by Visaya’ and would
ardo Afio has directed ground troops - continue with the refinements and-
to continte their rescue migsion for . guidancein themilitary, operationgs
23 hostages held by the Abu Jay’ in Sulitand Lanao. /., ..o . oo
- any new policy yetexcepttomain
ﬁ Ihiliiétfjf’_(iﬁe’i’fat_ibns e
{0 rescue the 23 vie-
4 Our continued inpolicies yet, COMMANT=S - f
guidance about f' 5014?11';1’1’:'3' of the AFP will be teshuf-
the hostages held fled in the coming wegks.. '
captive by the Abu . Tadilla said the rfl'
Sayyaf group is to - shuffle 15 2 result of g
continue the opera-  retirement of officials an
fion with the pri- ~movement of others tc
mary consideration higher posifions. . .-
being the safety of Most of the changes
the hostages,” he .
said. " " R S h R e N
" Paditla disclosed will be in the major units where = confirm thé}eadQTShip'c}iangégvﬁﬁf'
the order of Afio, officials are scheduled to retire. ‘tilit receives advice from the Board
who came here on Padilla said the AFP could not ~of Generals. et
Saturday hours '
ahead of President
Duterte’s visit.
Padilla explained
Afio did not impose
-any timeframe on-
the troops. The time- -
frame set by former
AFP chief of staff
Gen. Ricardo Visaya
was a self-imposed |
deadline because of
his scheduled retire- *
ment.
“(1+'s) because
we really know :
and we understand °
. that there are vari- -
ous complications
that... may prolong
these operations,”
he said. |
7
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'_;.Th ' Armed Forces ofithe. Phﬂ
pines will replace its counter
‘surgency drive;” “Oplarn Bayami-, .
han,” and implement next year*-- ‘of staff is expecied to announ{:e
“a new campaign plan o main- it inhi§ anniversary speech,”
tain peace In the countrys1de_

anuary 2017. But-th

new AFP campaign plan
.about? the - mihtarys possxbl
role in natlonwbuﬂdmg and de
feating the enemies of the state -
or threats to na’cional secunty"‘
Arevalo said.”
The name of the new cam-"
paign plan would be an-
nounced by chaef of staff Lt .

Eoundanon Day

Wedne'é day, headded.”

program” launched in Dec. 22,
2010 under then Prestdent Be~
mgno Aqumc 1L

§

ing’ group was earher farmed to
“ronducta study of Oplan B&yam—
hanand give assessments. <5

no formal Jaunching. The' chaef.ff

AFP pubisc affalrs office Eh;ef_ o

together with: its pred

“QOplan & ‘Bantay; Laya
jplan- Bayanihan was the----
Chame of the military-ted”

; ‘groups-for alleged extrajudisl
--'__"mterual peace and security

-, agentsinthe couniryside.

Page: D

“In anutshell, we can say the.

“However, Oplan Bay_a_

been ctiticized by human 1

kllimgs, abductions, torm
and mass displacements c
mitted by the milifary an

-« P
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By Florante S. Solmerin

“The whole strategy of the IPSP
Bayanihan has been enhanced to
cope with the prevailing situa-"
tion where there were peace talks -

with rebel groups. Supplemental
concepts and operational plans
are also new additions to the [PSP

especially in dealing with terror-

=111 Armed Forces o
intensify its anti-insurgency campaign

| under the Internal Peace and Security Plan
or Oplan Bayanihan with minor additions in
addressing threats, a general said on Sunday.

The

‘the Philippines will

the general said in an interview
Manila Standard. :

_ He asked not to be identified
because he was not authorized
to talk about the matter. The
oplan would be the focal point of
the speech of AFP Chief of Staff

femt and other lawless elements” ¥

Lieutenant General Eduardo
Afio during the AFP Day..this
week, he said. L

“In general, the AFP will:not

_ beveeringaway from the congept .
“and sirategic objective: of Oplan.:
Bayanihan, The AFP will“be

making a big difference though

when it comes to broadening the *-
participation of all stakeholders "

toward progress and develop-:-.
" sized that this was the product

ment,” the general said.

In Camp Aguinaldo, military -

= -government agencies and the
“Technical Working Group of
the AFP Office of the Deputy
" Chief of Staff for Operations or

o1,

public affairs Colonel Bd Areva-
1o, however, said thete would be
a néw campaign plan. _
“We will be impiementing the
new campaign plan
January 2017, But there will bend’

formal launching. The CBAFPis
expected 1o annOBHCE itin his..
Anniversary speech,” he said. -

Arevalo talked about na-

starting”

tional security, defeating the

énemies of the state and othet

threat groups but could not

give more details.
Ye said he doesn’t know yet

what would be the name of the

new campaign plan but empha-

of series of consultations with

“{e can say it is about the role
that the AFP will perform in na-

‘tion building;” he said.

Oplan Bayaniban replaced

the Oplan Bantay Laya I and 1L,

e i T

1

which both failed to climinate
the 48-year-old Commiumnist Par-

{yOf the?hlilppines—New PEO"

ple’s Army-National Democtatic
Frond. T
Leftist groups despised both
the counter-insurgency plans
as the AFP’s implementing
machines to suppress peo-
ple’s movements criticizing
the government up to commit-
ting ‘“extrajudicial killings”
against activists. o
The Duterte administration and
the communist movement are cur-
rently negotiating for a bilateral
ceasefire as part of confidence
building for a possible signing of
a permanent peace deal. '
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=:

v urges Sayyaf, armed groups:

~ Take Christmas break

~ - President Duterte hasurged *
- the ‘Abu-Sayyaf and other :

armed groups to take a break

from fighting during the hb'l_i—__ .

~ day season.’. -

Duterte even said he was.

¥ ready to treat members of the
bandit group Abu Sayyaf to'a
dinner if they would pass by
his hometown, Davao City.

“You can have a peaceful =
Christmas. I hope you, Abu

“T am'angry with criminals,

i_fighting some other day,”

you to eat it

‘Sayyaf, take a vacation. If you
Happento pass by Davao, let,
mie know I'll treat you fo.a.
‘dirmer. That's trize. Just call my
 daughter-indaw, my daughter-
intlaw is from Jolo, Lovely
“Sankola;” he told reporters in
“Zamboanga City on Saturday
‘when asked to deliver a Christ-

mas message.
“PMaybe we can resume

©#1'd like to greet every-
body, the Filipino people, the
law abiding {people} and of
course if they find it in their

Duterte said. .

" Duterté also extended his
holiday greetings to commu-

iist rebels and to Muslims.

hearts, this is not something
for the Moros, this kind of
events is closest to the hearts

_ ”They are a _.Very danger-
ous group because they...

By ALEXIS

ROMERO ...

6f Christians,” the Presidert
A e
“T'd Tike to'greet every-

ody, the communists, the Abu
Sayyaf, on behalf of the Filipi-

“nos, Merry Christmas and 2
‘prosperous New Year for all.”
" "When asked for his holi-

day message for criminals,

'Duterte said: “] will give you
one plate of shabu and ask

notwith revolutionaries. They
are driven by, you kniow, prin-
ciples.” © - : o

Duterte, howevet, vowed to
continue the campaign against
the Maute gang, whom he de-
scribed as a “very dangerous
group.” .

well, allegedly, swore al-
legiance to the ISIS (islamic

“State). That we have te be

very careful,” the President
said during the birthday
celebration of Sen. Manny
Pacquiao in General Santos
Saturday night.

i
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fClalms fo
support, not
defy, gov't

o Belllgerent Moro Islamié Libera-
t1on Front (MILF). Jeader Abdullah.
Macapaar also known as’ “Commander
““Bravo” has denied: estabhshmg his own
““governmen » in Mindanao.and claimed
“that he was actnally helping the Di-

‘terte administration in its war
%&mst illegal drugs.

(SR

Presadentlal Advxser on Over«'
seas: Filipino Workers and: Mug-:
lim Concerns Secretary Abdullah
“Dabs” Mama-o met with Brave last -~
Dec. 10 inside a mosque at Bravo’s
mountain hidegut in Lanao del Sur..

The Predident earlier gave Ma-
ma-o 20 days to get rid of Bravo
whose group is allegedly getiing
payoffs from drug dealers and

distributors from Metro Manila
“Cavitey Batanga"s;th Vas, al

other parts of thé ‘countr who had
" the on- going peace process between

come down to Lanao o hide from
"the authorities.

Bravo clarified that his opera-
tions in'the MILF Northwestern -

>6

Mindanao Front (NWIVIF) Weré in

fact;dn support of the Presulent’

“waron drugs.

" Bravo asserted drug syndlcates

" were thé ones that cooked up wrong

information that reached the Presi-

" dent to make it appear he was set-

ting up a separate government.
“He (Bravo) said his command

will continue complementing the

president’s drive against the scourge

if dritgs,” said Mama-g.

- “He also said that he abldes by

the government and the MILE” the
Presidential Adviser for OFWs and
Musiim Concerns further disclosed.

\
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By Nﬁarm J Mai!arl
S e :
weJUSE hke ins predecessors,

President Duterfe seenied to be

a,doptmg the revolving door policy
l.—JI the appoiatment of Armed
Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
chiefs of staff within hls six-year
gnurs.

“Only six months after assuming
ﬁhp presidency, Duterte, who is also
ffhe commander in chief, has already
appemted two AFP chiefs of staff,
nafnely newly retired Gen, Ricardo
Visaya and his successor Lt. Gen,
Eduardo Ano.

“%'Vigaya was named as AFP chief
ol staff last July 1, serving a little
over five months as head of the
125,000strong military organization,

. Aro succeeded Visaya last
December 7. But Ano would only

‘have patil Brtober 2017 before.

. reachmg the mandatory retlrement 'y -

age of 56,

Buterte aiso a,pproved the}

appomtment of Lt. Gen. Glorioso
Miranda, erstwhile AFP vice chief
of staff, as Ano’s sucdcessor as

*commanding general of the

Philippine Army, -

Just like Ano, Miranda is
reaching the mandatory retirement
age of 56 in October 2017,

Thus, after more than 10 months,

Puterte will again’be appointing new
AFP and Army chiefs,

“We don’t have any problem with
General Ano as AFP chief of staff,
actually he was a very good choice
but given the short stint at the helm,
he cannot really make & big
difference In the service which is
what the AFF really need -~ long-
term plans and programs,” a ranking
miitary.official told the Pribune.

“The t}'n"e'é-yéaﬁi‘ i

considered amornig the changes the

‘Duterte administration should

puesue. 1 will really benefit the

organization,” the official added,
Duterte said he will not

intervene in the deliberations of

. ‘the AFP-Board of Generals

regarding promotions. -

However, Tribume sources said
such is “highly uniikely.”

“The {inal say reémains the sole
prerogative and authority of the
President,” one source sald.

“At these rough times when the
President is battiing all fronts —
corruption, illegal drugs efcelera —
he needs a solid military to back
kim up. So he should have 100
percent trust in the AFP chief,”
another official said, .

. During ....the. .. previous

K

: term for
AFP chief of staff should really be -

administratior, former President

Agutine also resorted to revolving -
door policy in appomtmg AFP cmefs .
of staff.

In his six-year term, he named
five chiefs of staff — excluding
retired Lt. Gen. Nestor Ochoa, who
served as acting AFP chief of staff,
and Miranda, whom Aquino named
as acting AFP chief of staff last
April vice Gen. Hernando jriberri
due to election ban.

O¢hos was narmed as acting AFP
chief of staff after the late Gen.
Delfin Bangit was forced to retire
early in 2010 after Aquino publicly
announced that he was not inclined
to retain Bangit who was identified
with former President and now
Pampanga Rep. Gloria Arroyo.

On the other hand, Arroyo
appoinled at least 10 AFP chiefs
of staff during her nine-year term.
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China to return
seized US drone

BEIJING/WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - China
will return an underwater US drone seized
by a naval vessel this week in the South
China Sea, both countries said on Saturday,
but Beijing complained that Washington
had been “hyping up” the incident.

US President-elect Donald Trump, who
--has vowed to take an aggressive approach -
in dealing with China over its economic and
military policies, jumped on the unusual
drone seizure with a pair of provocative
tweets, accusing Beijing of stealing the

equipment.

The drone, known as an unmanned
underwater vehicle (UUV), was taken on
Thursday, the first seizure of its kind in
recent memory. The Pentagon went public
with its complaint after the action and said

! OFFICECFTY

CHINA

on Saturday it had secured a
deal to get the drone back,
““Through direct engagement
with Chinese authorities, we
have secured an understanding
that the Chinese wili return the
LUV to the United States,” Pen-
tagon spokesman Peter Cook
sazid in a statement.
The drone. which the Pen-

‘tagon said was operating law-

Fally, was collecting data about
the salinity. temperature and
clarity of the water about 50
nautical miles northwest of
Subic Bay. off the Philippines.
Tt was seized just as the USNS
Bowditch was about to retrieve
it, US officials said.

China’s Defense Ministry said
a Chinese naval vessel discov-
ered a piece of “unidentified
equipment” and checked it to
prevent any navigational safety
issues before discovering it was
a4 US drone.

" “China decided to return it to
the US side in an appropriatc
manner, and China and the US
have all along been in commu-
nication about it,” the ministry
said on its website.

“During this process, the US
side's unilateral and open hyp-

ing up is inappropriate, and is
not beneficial to the smooth
resolution of this issue. We
express regret at this,” it added.

‘KEEP IT?

Trump, a Republican who
takes office on January 20,
waded into the dispute on Twit-
ter early on Saturday from his
seaside resort club Mara-Lago
in Palm Beach, Florida, where
he pians to spend the holidays.

“China steals United States
Navy research drone in inler-
national waters - rips it out of
water and takes it 1o China in
unprecedented act,” he said.

After China said it would re-
turn the drone, jason Miller, a
spokesman for Trump, tweeted
a link to a news story, saying: “@
realdonaldiramp gets it done.”

There was, however, no evi-
dence that Trump had played any
role. US officials said the negotia-
tions took place in Bejjing during
the overnight hours in the United
States. Miller did not respond to
requests for comment.

Hours later, while riding in
motorcade back to his resort,
Trump tweeted his second jab.
“We should tell China that we
don’t want the drone they stole

back - let them keep itl” he said.

Trump has previously threat-
ened to declare China a cur-
rency manipulator and force
changes in US-Chinese trade
policy, which he says hasled to
the greatest theft of American
jobs in history.

Trump has also raised ques-
tions about the most sensitive
part of the US-China relationship:
whether Washington would stick
to its nearly four-decades-old
policy of recognizing that Taiwan
is part of “one China.”

After his November 8 elec-
tion victory, Trump accepted a
congratulatory phone call from
President Tsai Ing-wen of Tai-
wan, prompting China to lodge
a diplomatic protest.

President Barack Obama said
on Friday it was fine for Trump
io review Washington's policy
toward Taiwan, but he cau-
tioned that a shift could lead to
significant consequences in the
1S relationship with Beijing.

“There’s probably no bilateral
relationship that carries more
significance and where there's
also the potential, if that rela-
tionship breaks down ot goes
into a full-conflict mode, that
everybody is worse off,” Obama
told reporters, — Bewuters
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S 26 through a premdent:a[_amnesty

' BYTHOM 2 P¥CANA

é AGUIO CITY Commumst guenllas are _Z -
. Wﬂhng to “walk an extra mile” ifonly

| to forge a bilateral ceasefire agreement
‘with the Philippine government {GRP), the
‘Communist Party of the Phlhppmes (CPP)

'said in a press statement.
' take effect upon the pmrmsed :
»reIease of aI] po ItIC&I pnscners v

‘While criticizing President
‘Rodrigo Duterte’s “unfulfilled
‘peace vows,” the CPP denounced
the continued detention of over
400 pelitical prisoners and the
President’s continued deploy-
ment of combat troops in rural
‘communities “despite having
.ordered a ceasefire, resulting in
rampant military abuses against
‘the peasant masses.” However,

thestatement said the CPP is gl

supporting the National Demo-
«cratic Front (NDF) negotiating
ipanel’s effort to forge a bilateral
ceasefire agreement “with clear
provisions protecting civilian
‘communities from so-called civ-
il-military operations which shall

-and false staterients, i g
But in the spirit of bulfding’ am-

Utmost patxence '

Communist guerillas, CPP
and NDF members claimed it
repeatedly displayed patience in
engaging the Duterte regime in
peace negotiations, amid al eged
delays and unfuiﬁlled promises

ity with the Duterte regime, the
CPP said, the revolutionary forces
have exercised flexibility amid the
GRP's fatluze to satisfy the original
expectation of releasing 430 plus
poiitical detainees before October

" proclamation.

It even bent backwards'm the
interest of preserving the tecipro-
cal ceasefire declarations, the New

People’s Army said, while “carrying

out evasion maneuvers in the face
of treacherous AFP offensive and
hostile operations and military
abuses by Duterte’s armed troops
within the sphere of NPA guerrilla
zones and bases,”

Already 110 days old, the de-

“clared NPA ceasefire, is vet the

longest, “showing the extent of
the revolutionary forces’ willing-
ness to boost efforts to forge co-
operative relations with Duterte
who once declared himself a
Leftist and socialist.”
Meanwhile, an December 26,

- the CPP's 4 6™ founding an-

niversary, the CPP will hold a
national assembly in a guerrilla
zone sommewhere in Davao City,
the President’s hometown. Simul-
taneous mass demonstrations will
also be held across the country
inside and around guerrilla zones
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“and revolutionary areas, The CPP

farv presence and joint 'Ihilitarxg

wages :and flexible employment,

urged those desiring for a just and

lasting peace to join and support
these demonstrations, . .
_The CPP also called on its’

members and member Grgani-
zanons under “itstumbreliato

"organize peace marches and-
caravans 1o press the Duterte':'._.
‘regime to fulfill its peace vows
and comply with ‘agreements,
particularly, the demand to
free all political prisoners arid -
' to términate or suspend Oplan-

Bayanihan operations.” This
while inviting representatives
of the Duterte regime o attend
these demonstrations “in or-
der to hear for themselves the

“people’s outcries for peace.”

While citing the release of NDFP
consultants and the very posi-

tive ‘outcome’ of the first round -

of tatks, the revolutionary forces,
the CPP added, “were encotraged
by his patriotic proclamations,
particulazly, the policy statements
declaring an independent foreign
policy and threats to end US mili-

exercises and to abrogate the bases
agreement (EDCA).” Co
While acknowledgmg also that '

there are “anti-people and undemo-

cratic policies (of Duterte}, citing - -
+the starkest - the alleged grov\nng"--'
“number of extrajudmal killings “in
“stigated by Duterte and. perpetra’ée

- Also; besides ordering the ARD'
'io-continuefwith its Oplan Bayani-
-~ han the CPP condemned President

“ Duterté’s order to the ilitary to

give former strongman Ferdinand

‘Marcos 81 a hero’s burial “in a

display of utter contempt for the
Filipino people who suffered
gravely under martial faw.”

Nochange’ '

The des;re for change boosted by
Duterte’s promises remain largely
unsatisfied, the CPP said, in yet the
strongest statemnent vet of the leftist
group. “Hehas also perpetuated the
nec-liberal economic policies (low

social cutbacks, privatization of
. publicservices and others) of the past

regimes which has caused widespread
misery 1o the Filipino people.” .
It also cited Duterte has stepped

‘back and reaffirmed “friendship and-
alliance” with theUS and has agreed
tolet the. s rnﬂnary conduct more

by police forces and byan apparent- '.'_'than 257 mlhtary exercises inthe

‘network of death squads.” - i Phahppmes by next year. “Cleatly,”

“Dutterte has chosen to tone down .
- and backtrack his earlier anti-LI$ .
thetoric to secure the support of the

US-beholden AFP”

In the face of Duterte’s unful-
filled peace vows, the CPP further
cited, “his closing ranks with the
US and the AFP, and continuing
military operations and war of
suppression in the countryside,
the unilateral ceasefire declaration
issued by the CPP has become: 1'!1-
creasmglyuntenable to maintain.”

‘But its forces, the CPP vowed,

"can further go the extra mile and
await the realization of {Duterte’s
promises) until the third round of
peace taiks on January.
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www.rappler.com

No report of notorious SIS fighter entering PH — AFP chief

From Rappler (Dec 18): No report of notorious 1518 fighter entering PH — AFP chief
There are doubts about the clairms of the Indonesian Folice that Bahrun Naim has leff Syria for the Philippines.
if true, it will be the first confirmation of direct iinks between ISIS fighters and local terrorist groups.

ISIS FIGHTER IN PH? Indonesian Folice inspector General Bay Rafli Amar, Head of the Indonesian Police
Public Relations Division in Jakarta. is claiming an Indonesian-born 1S13 fighter has left Syria for the

Fhifippines. Photo from Anfara

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) chief General Eduardo Afio said they did not monitor the
supposed entry of Indonesian-born Islamic State {I818) fighter Bahrun Naim in the Philippines {o fink

up with local terrorist groups,

Bahrur Naiim is reportedly a founding member of Katibah Nusantara, the grouping of Southeast Asian
fighters in Syria. He was tagged by the Indonesian Police fo be behind the terrorist attacks in Jakarta,
the tapital of indonesia, in Jattuary,

"We don't have any report of his presence here. But I'll have it checked," Afio told Rappler in a text
message on Sunday, December 18,

Inspector General Boy Rafll Amar, Head of the Indonesian Police Public Relations Division in Jakarts
claitmed on Thursday, December 15, that Bahrun Naim and a number of IS1S fighters have left Sytia for
the Philippines. (READ: Indonesian Police: IS8 operative Bahrun Naim detected in southern Philippines)

Rut there are doubts about the claims of the Indenesian Police. Sydney Jones, the director of a
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the tand.
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Jakarfa-based think tank tracking terrorists in Southeast Asia, also said the claims of the Indonesian
Police are "not true”,

Indonesian police: IS1S operative Bahrun Naim detected in southern
Philippines s.rplr.co/AudemWCpic. twitter.com/9VSahNDVAy

B
shdney jones@sidneyl0AL 23023 hours ago
ERappieriD

nrof true, mistake in police briefing.

If the claims of the Indonesian Police are true, # will be the first confirmation of direct links between 1518
fighters and local terrorist groups in the Philippines.

The foreign terrorist group's propaganda arm has aciively pushed videos of pro-1SIS groups in the Philippines,
however, In June, men believed to be IS5 aiso called on followers (o go io the Philippines. (READ: ISiS to

followers SE Asia: 'Go o the Philippines')

The Phifippine military has intensified its offensive against pro-1513 terrorist groups in the Fhilippines,
particularly against the Abu Sayyal Group operaling in Sulu and Basiian and the Maute Group operating in
Lanac Del Sur. [READ: 4 PH terror groups tink up with pro-iSiS fighters in redgion)

The Philippine military has reporied the presence of foreign fighters in the Philippines. but none of them have
fought in Syria.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

E




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nationai pride.

WWW.DNA.Qov.Dh

Navy allocates PHP30-M for repairs of BRP Waray
From the Philippine News Agency (Dec 18): Navy allocates PHP30-M for repairs of BRP Waray

In line with efforts to ensure the seaworthiness of all ite available vessels, the Philippine Navy (PN) has

heavies (LCHs), the BRP Warsy.

The sum is intended for the maintenance of the above-mentioned vessel,

BRP Waray is one of the five former Balikpapan-class LCHs acauired from the Royal Australian Navy.

Pre-bid conference is scheduled on Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. at the Office of the PN Bids and Awards
Committee Naval Station, Jose Francisco, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

BRP Agata, and BRP lwak is the sister ship of the BRP Waray who are ail after indigenous people per PN
naming conveniions,

These three LCHs were sold (o the PN for friendship prices of PHP270 million.

Their other sisters in PN service are the BRP fvatan and BRP Batak which were commissioned into PN service
in Aug. 10, 2015 after being donated by the RAN in November 2014,

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

2




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.philstar.com

AFP to reshuffle major units

From the Philippine Star (Dec 18): AFP to reshuffle major units

New Armaecl Forces chigl 1. Gen. Eduardo Ano. right. and outgoing chief Gen. Ricarde Visaya salule during change-of-commarnd
ceremorny at Camp Aguinalde in Quezon Ciiy. Dec. 7. 2016, AP Photo/Bullit Marquez. File

There will be a reshuffle of commanders in major units of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in
the coming weeks, said Armed Forces spokesman Brig. Gen, Restituto Padilla.

Padilla said here the reshuffling of leadership was a result of the retirement of previous officials,
including former AFP chief of staff Gen. Ricardo Visaya early this month, and the movement of key

pfficials to the higher positions.

“With the pending retirement of our previous officials there will be a reshuffle of our people,” Padilia
fold newsmen.

He said most of the reshuffle will be in the major units where officials are scheduled to retire.

However, Padilla said they cannot confirm vet the changes of leadership until they receive the advice from the
AFP Board of Generals.

Meanwhile, the AFP spokesman said operations would not be affected with the recenl agssumplion of Gen.
Eduardo Ano last week as the naw AFP chief of slaff.

en

“Walang maapekivhan sa ginagawa nating mga operations ngayon,” Padille said, adding that plans have been
laid even since the change of ieadership in AFP.
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Vendor wounded in Basilan IED explosion
From ARS-CBN (Dec 18): Vendor wounded in Basilan IED explosion

BASIHLAN - An 18-vear-old vendor was wounded after an improvised explosive device (IED) went off in
0 MiHage of Sabong, Lamitan City Sunday afternoon..

Chief Inspector Allan Benasing, Lamilan City Police deputy chief, identified the victim as Arsida Asdali, a
resident of Sabong.

Asdali was working on their farm when she heard a loud explosion just a few meters away from her
location, She sustained minor injuries on her feet and head.

The victim was immediately rushed to the hospital for treatment.

According to Benasing, the explosive was planted by members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG),
targeting vehicles and soldiers frequently patrolling the area.

Lamitan Citv Vice Mavor Roderick Furigay also said they r_eceived information that the explosion may
be connected to rido, or a feud between families living in the area,

However, he also said they are not discounting the possibility that the bomb was planied by the ASG
io sow fear ameong residents of Lamitan,

The Explosive Ordinance Division of the Philippine Army has recovered some debris of the bomb, including
some shrapnel of an unidentified ordnance.
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Duterte adviser confronts MILF commander over alleged drug
ties

From ABS-CBN (Dec 18): Duterte adviser confronts MILF commander over alleged drug ties

Prasidential Adviser on OFWs and Muslim Concerns Sec. Dahs Mama-o mesls Commander Bravo in the latter's hicle-out in Lanao del
Sur on December 10, 2016, OFPA-OFW

An adviser of President Rodrigo Duterte met iast week with Moro Islamic Liberation Front's (MiLF)
"Commander Bravo™ over allegations that the Iatter has established his own government in Lanao del

Sur with the backing of drug fraffickers.

Presidential Adviser on OFWs and Muslim Concerns, Secretary Abduliah Mama-o on Sunday said he
went last November 10 to the mountain lair of Commander Brave, whose real name is Abdullah

Macapaar,

Macapaar denied receiving pavoffs from narcotics dealers in Metro Manila and other provinces in
exchange for protection, Mama-Q shared,

"We held the meeting inside a mosqgue in his mountain hide-out in Lanap del Surin the presence of his
men. Bravo clarifies that his operations in the MILF NWMF (Nortwestern Mindanao Front} were, in fact,

in support of the President’s anti-drug war,” said Dulerte’s adviser,

Macapaar also claimed that drug syndicaies were responsibie for spreading false information fo trick the
President into thinking that he has set up a rebel government.

"He [Bravo] said his command will continue complementing the President’s drive against the scourge
of drugs. He also said that he abides by the on-going peace process between the government and the

MILF.” said Mama-0.
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Duterte adviser: MILF's Bravo denied forming own gov't in
Mindanao

From the Sun Star-Manila (Dec 18): Duterte adviser: MILF's Bravo denied forming own gov't in Mindanao

~PRESIDENT -Rodrigo-Duterte-has-ordered his seniorofficial to talicwith s 6 oM a i d e v 5T e Vs
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) who allegedly established his own government in Mindanac and
reportedly invelved in illegal drugs.

In a statement, Presidential Adviser on QOverseas Filipino Workers and Muslim Concerns Secretary
Abdullah "Dabs"” Mama-o said he met with MILF Commander Abduliah Macapaar, also known as
Commander Brave, in his mountain fair in Lanao del 8ur on December 10,

"In line with President Duterte’s diractive, | immediately sought a meeting with Commander Bravo. We
held the meeting inside a mosgue in his mountain hide-out in Lanao del Sur in the presence of his
men. [Commander] Bravo clarifies that his operations in the MILF NWMF [Northwestern Mindanao
Front] were, in fact, in support of the President’s anti-drug war," Mama-o said.

Bravo and his group allegediy established their own government in southern Philippines and have
been receiving pavoifs from drug dealers and distributors in Metro Manila, Cavite, Batangas, the
Visayas, and other parts of the country who had come down to Lanao to hide from the authorities.

According to Mama-o, Bravo denied the allegations against him and asserted that the drug syndicates
cooked up wrong information that reached the President te make it appear he was settino up a

separaie government,

"He [Brave] said his command will continue complementing the President's drive against the scourge
of drugs. He afso said that hie abides by the on-going peace process between the government and the

MILF." he said.

Mama-o submitted a report (o Dulerle regarding his meeling with Bravo,
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IS may set up terror base in Asean region, warns Hisham

From The Star Online (Dec 18): 1S may set up terror base in Asean region, warns Hisham

[Video Report: Hisham: Cooperation amongst Asean nations crucial to prevent infiltration from 1S
htlps:Awww. youtube. com/watch ?v=austoNXolME]

The Islamic State (18) is now “desperate” and may be looking fo the Asean region as its next terror
base instead of the Middie East, says Defence Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein, “The Abu
Sayvaf and other terrorist groups have stated their support for the Islamic State.”

“If they (I8 fighters) fleé from frag and Syria as what is happening now in Aleppo. Mosul and Ragga, |
hope the cooperation between Asean countries can be increaged as there is a possibility that they
might create an Islamic Caliphate In our reqgion,” he told reporters after attending the 2016 graduation
ceremony of officers at the Royal Military College (RMC) here yesterday.

“That is why a strong regional cooperation among Asesan countries is vital o prevent this from
happening. We have to cooperate closely o make sure these worrles do not become a reality.”
“They {18} are guile desperate. if they have alrcady gained a foothold in the region, by then it will be {oo

late,”

Hishammuddin said one example of Asean cogperation on the issue was the frilateral agreement
between Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines, where they wouid conduct coordinated pafrols, joint

patrolling and hot pursuits,

“These three SOPs (standard operating procedures) have heen agreed upon and is now at a level that
we have never seen before,” he added.

On news reporis that China is placing military assels on islands in the South China Sea, Hishammuddin said
his letters to his China counterpart, Minister of Defence and State Councillor Gen Chang Wanguan, ang US

Secretary of Defence Ashion Carler would be referred 1o the Foreign Ministry.

He added thal the South China Sea dispute on the overlapping claims on the islands Tell under the purview of
ihe Foreiyn Minisiry.

“But our navy will work to ensure that there are no untoward incidents in the South China Sea.” he said.

it was reported that Malaysia would seek clarification from China on claims it was placing military assets on
disputed islands in the South China Sea.

Reuters reported on Wednesday that China appearad to have installed weapons on the seven artificial islands

in the South China Sea.
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China to return US naval probe seized near Subic Bay
baence Trancg-Trecse 109:30 AM December 18, 2016

A Chinese submarine seized an undersea drone launched from the USNS Bowditch (picture) while it was in international
waters off Subic Bay in the Philippines. US NAVY PHOTO

BEIJING, China — China said Saturday it would return a US naval probe seized in infernational walers, as it slammed the
"hyping” of the incident as "inappropriate and unhelpful”,

The unmanned underwater vehicle was taken around 50 nautical miles northwest of Subic Bay in the Philippines late on
Thursday, according to the Pentagon, which called the capture unlawfu! and demanded its immediale return.

The incident comes amid escalating tensions between China and the United States, with President-elect Donald Trump
repeatedly infuriating Beljing by questioning longstanding US policy on Taiwan, calling Beijing a currency manipulator and
threatening Chingse imports with punitive tariffs.

China’s defense ministry said it would give back the device "in an appropriate manner”, without providing details of the
handover.

“The hyping up from the American side is inappropriate and unhelpful to the swift resolution of the problem,” the ministry
said.

China said it "strongly opposed” US reconnaissance activities end had asked Washington {o stop them.

“The Chinese side will take the necessary sieps in response,” the statement added,

The Pentagon said it had registerad its objection to the probe’s seizure. "Through direct engagement with Chinese
authorities, we have secured an understanding that the Chinese will return the UUV o the United States,” spokesman

Peter Cook said Saturday.

There are broader tensions in the South China Sea, where China has moved fo fortify its claims to the region by building
out tiny reefs and islets into much larger artificial islands.

Bruneil, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam have competing claims in the South China Sea, which is faced with the
world's most heavily travelted international lrade routes.

While the US takes no position on sovereignty claims in the South China Sea. it has repeatedly stressed all maritime
claims musl comply with international law.

fts military has conducted several "freedom of navigation” operations in which ships and planes have passed close (o the

siies Beijing claims. CBB/rg
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