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The United Nations’ human rights

chief has asked Philippine authori-

ties to investigate President Duterte

for murder after he claimed to have
killed people in the past and to also
look into the “shocking number of
killings” under his brutal crack-
down onillegal drugs, which has left
nearly 6,000 peopie dead.

UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein said in a
statement issued in Geneva yesterday
that Philippine judicial authorities “must

demonstrate their commitment to uphold- .

ing the rule of law and their independence
from the executive by launching a murder
investigation,” adding it is “unthinkable
for any functioning judicial system not to
launch investigative and judicial proceed-
ings when someone has openly admitted
being a kifler”

Such.calls have enraged Duterte, who..

may revivea previous thréat towithdraw
the Philippines from the UN.

The President is immune from pros-
ecution during his term but he can be
investigated. A Senate probe of allegations
that death squads operated in Davao City
when Duterte was mayor cleared him of
involvement in extrajudicial killings.

Anocther Senate probe on ongoing kill-
ings related to the drug war will resume
in the coming vear,

This developed as Duterte dared UN
Special Rapporteur Agnes Callamard to
prove that he ordered security forces to

© Turn to Page 12

Durerte ratierated that the
government is not involved in
xirajudicia; killings as police-
men ana sodiers would not
comply with Hizeal orders.
“The rapoorteur of the Fu-
man Rights Commission wants
0 corme ners and she said she
wants te me, one-on-

one. Isala na. You go public,

,, From Page 1

vou make the accusations. I'd
iike to know where vou get the
garbage,” the President said at
the awarding of outstanding
Filipino individuals overseas
in Malacafiang on Monday
night.

‘Give me a policeman or a
soidier here in front of me and
ask her, ‘Who was the one or
who I ordered to be killed?
Extrajudicial? We do not do

I3
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UNIDENTIFIED
armed men burned
the packing station of
DOLE Stanfilco the
otherday in South Co-
tabato..

According to reports -

. from Camp Crame, the

incidentoccurred around
6:50 p.m. inBgy. Sebuy-

on, Surallah, South Ccrv
tabato.

Eight armed men
bar inside the estab-
lishment and bumed the
packing plant.

By Zaida delos
Reves-?aianna

) Severallocairs&dmisﬁz
responded and . helped_.-

put out the fire.

unlnown direction.

the Ph:d.tppme Army’s
L27th Infaniry Battalion
SR :'mlmedlately responded

After the attack, the ' ;
suspects fled fowards: .
" ‘group has claimed re-
Members of the Sural-"
lah municipal policeand ™

“Aunthorities séld no

'sponsibmty for the inci-
dent _
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AMBULAN CE DONARONS hilip, me (harity Sweepstakes fo[:e (P(SO} Chamnan Jose }crge E (urpuzané General Manager Alexander
¥ Balutanfed the tarnoverof ambiziance units on Sunday at the Grourd Floor ofthe Conservatory Shaw Plaza Buil ling, Shaw oulevard, ..
MandaluyongCi ty.‘!he recipignts were ver mils pa]:tles m 1sabela namely; Echague, Santa-Maria, San Agustm Munda!a' SantoTomas, San
Manuel, Gama and Deifin Alhano; Tﬁe Mumqpahty of Tayabas, Quezon; and Jala:Jala; Rizal, a 0 received ambulancas, Fwe hosptta!s were afso.

J recipients of ambulance unit; the Manuel'A: Roxas Hospital inlsabela; People’s Gen.Hespiin Tuguegarao City; Cavite Naval Hospatal Clara M,

Recto Hospital, Infanta, Quezon and Peter and Paul Medical Center, Candelaria, Quezon, The Fort Magsaysay in Nueva Ecija and First Scout Ranger
5 Regiment, Southern Command t_mit'af the Army in San Miguel; Bulacan, also received their ambulances. LAURA M. IACINTO ’
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‘Joint ex B@mtm& in Smn ‘China Sm
0t gov’t policy’

Presidential spokesman Ernesto a sharmg of resources in the dlsputed be business-to-business agreements,”
Abella reiterated yesterday that there waters, which came in the wake of an Abella said in a. briefing yesterday,
is ro policy yet that provides for joint . unannounced, visit of Chinese Ambas- . adding that it could not be considered
oll exploration v Wlth Beqmg in t’ne _
~China Sea: . the'other day. i :
‘Abella downplayed Premdent- i believe these are not govemment—-"-

Pressed for ar

exploration with China:. _

“Fm just saying that... there is no
government policy regarding the mat-
ter, covering that matter at this stage.
But I suppose what he’s saying, what
he was referring to, is the possibility

Turn o Page 12
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- anatmn, he' qa_xd-;____
: there is no clear government policy at -
Dutertes statement that he may allow to-government agreements, butitmay - this time regarding: possﬂ:le ;omt oﬂ -
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DND to ask US about its act
-were doing was part of military
.information gathering of oceano-
" “graphic data such as salinity, water.
‘temperatare and sotnd speed.
"Actording to'Lotenzana, he )
. was somehew: convinced by. the.
" explanation of the US Navy official

“ whom he did not identify. -

.. He, however, said the Philip-

- pine government was worried

CAMP SIONGCO, Maguindanao: Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana who
visited the 6th Army Division
said the Philippine govemment
__is considering t6 require the'US:
military to inform the country first -
of any surveillance movement in
disputed waters in Scarborough
Shosal tn the South China Sea
{West Philippine Sea).
Lorenzana's statement came
after the Chinese Navy intercepted
a US underwater drone, “Ocean
Slider,” triggering further animos-
ity between the two superpowers.
According to the Defense sec-
retary, he was shocked when his
US counterpart told him zbout
the underwater drone that was
confiscated by a Chinese Navy

warship recently.
“The US reported to us, say-
ing, ‘For your information an

“unmanned vehicle was tiken by
the Chinese! So:T tesponded; 'So*
you. conduct activity.there with-: «

out our knowledge?'" Lorenzana
told members of the 6th Infantry
Kampilan Press Corps.

*I think one of these days we’

will require the U$ to inform us
what they are doing there [Scarbor-
ough or Panatag Shoall,” he said.

Lorenzana added that the terti-
tory where the underwater drone
was discovered is still part of the

exclusive economic zone or ECC

of the Philippines.
He said he was informed by a
US Navy official that what they

about implications of the drozne’s
discovery if the situation worsens
between the US and China,

" "We are very concerned if
there will be miscalculation on
the part of the two superpowers,
where we might be affected since
the proximity is only around 15
miles, where our environment

“will be disturbed too. Hence,

they must settle theirdifferences’
amicably and diplomatically,”
Lorenzana added. : _

He admitted that the Philip-

“pine governmenit is not equipped”
. to.Imonitor, underwater activities. .

of the IS or China but he said™
he will still try to inform these
countries to advise their Philippine

counterparts about theirmaritime =
_activities except the free passage of o
their water vehicles. '

“We have no way to find out: |
what exactly they [US] are doing .
there, we allow them to pass, even
China is also doing something
there, we will try to ask them to
inform us of any other activity ex-
ceptinnocent passage,” Lorenzana

' said: JULMUNIR I, JANNARAL |
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HINA has carmarked & donatlon of .
military equipment worth 100 million -
yuan or around P720 ‘million, Defense

,Secretary Delfin Lorenz

He said = technzcal working

*group would be formed to study

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF £

!

- Jianhua and part of their dis-

“arAcunting to $500 million.
T could: give us worth' 100 million

- mmillion pesos,” Lorenzana said:

" fast boats and mght—vision gog-
: gies that could be given. to them
- in the first or second guarter next

the acquisition procedures and
the equipment o be requested
with the grant.

He said he and President Rod-
rigo Duterte met Monday night
with Chinese Ambassador Zhao

cussion ; was a possible: soft loan
st [Zhao] ‘asked “what th
yuan whlch is- equivalent to 720

“He gave us & list of equ1pme11t
that we could ask for.”
- Lorenzana -said ‘they iwere
thinking- of getting small arms,

year.

He said the soft: loan worth
$500 million for a big-ticket item
could be finalized in the second

~ quarter of 2017,

- He said the other things they
discussed with Zhao were issues
on terrorism and illegal drugs.

“They 'want to help us fight

terrorism and drugs,” Lorenzana

said.
“{ know your problems in ter-
rorism, I know your pmblems in

/

ana said on'Tuesday.

drags,
you,” |
saying -durin,

o

Earhen -Duterte

should'not be totally ‘blamed for
the prohferatmn of illegal drugs

in the'country where most of the .
11sted Ieaders of the b1g~tzme drug _

cially when she was Justice secre- -'

tary; whxch- De Lima denies.

Duterteis conhmmusly heing crm;

cized here and abroad for his ‘Dloccty
campaign against illegal drugs. -

But Duterte- continues to taunt :

the US government and has
threstened -to abrogate the RP-
S Visiting Forces Agreement,
which would .send home™ the
American forces and equipment
statmned in the country.

Ftcrante s. Solmérm

- e s

7

we 6utd like 10 help__':-

said Bel] ing :

;9555 {ocak: 5285, 5295
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Ranking officers of the Phil-
ippine National Police {PNP)
will not receive hefty:cash

gifts from President Duterte

after all. '

A day after PNF chief Di-
rector General Ronald dela
Rosa announced Duterte had
allocated P50,000 to P400,000
in cash incentives each for
star rank officers and police
prov’mcéal directors, he said
Malacaiang will no longer
give the cash bonuses. .

During iast Monday's
Christmas party for police of-
ficers and their families held in
Camp Crame, Dela Rosa told
officials who are entitled to
the cash gifts to proceed to his

“ased 'on his/ Her appreciation” :
‘of your performance.” -

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIE:

incentives. R :
However, not a sirigle of-

ficial, including those who .
waited untit evening, received -

money yesterday.

When he was asked where
the money was sourced, Dela
Rosa replied it might have
come from the intelligence
fund of the President.

Dela Rosa blamed him-
self, saying Malacafiang ap-
parently became “discour-
aged” to release their cash
incentives becausé of his
announcement: - '

“When we held a press con- -

ference, a lot of people asked
where it was sourced. Malaca-
fiang was discouraged,” Dela

los said: “It will be up to the
giver of the planned incentives

“If you will be given a gift
or incentive by a person, will
you make demands based on
what you want? It's not that
way,” he said.

On the part of the mili-
tary, Defense Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana said he is not asking
for an extra Christmas bonanza
for senior military officers.

“Tt's up to the President if he
will give or not. I don’t know
if we too will have the extra
bonus because the President
has not been coming over to
us (at Camp Aguinaldo), But
1 am not asking him for that,”

T e ther e a o o T el 2 Uﬁkv

office to claim their Snandal oo o e G BYEEY
L - +.ov Rosa told reporters after the

turnover ceremony of the PNP
Logistics Support Service in
Camp Crame. AT

“They told us, maybe before

New Year, we will be given one

sack of rice each,” he added.

Dela Rosa admitted some
of his fellow generals became
frustrated after learning they
- will no longer receive the cash
bonuses.

_ Dela Rosa toid fellow offi-
cers to just wait if there would
be cash incentives for them
‘from the government. -

thing before New Year, maybe

“we should wait until next
Christmas,” he remarked.

Lorenzana said.

~ Lorenzana said he was
not evenaware-about'the: .
‘extra Christmas gift for the

police as annouriced by Dela
Rosa. CoTER
““When asked if he too is hop-
ing for the cash gift like that of
the PNP Lorenzana said he is
not losing hope. '

. Col. Edgard Arevalo, AFP
Public Affairs Office chief; said
there no is such extra bonus in
the military. . N

.. Arevalo szid that as far as
the military is concerned, the
entire rank and file are happy
with the President’s full sup-
port to the entire organization
in order to accomplish its mis-

By EMMANUEL TUPAS =
 ~Onbeing more careful with-

4T we do not réceive any-
‘hesaid.

his pronouncements in the
fufuure, Dela Rosa said it could
not be helped because he is “a
transparent person.”

Several.members of the
PNP were disgruntied when
they learned on Menday
that only high-ranking offi-
cials have cash gifts from the
President.

PNP spokesman Senior
Supt. Dionardo Carlos assured
every policemnan they will re-
ceive their performance-based.
bonuses this year. = =
“No one will be -.}eft out,”

On the amount of the cash
incentives to be given, Caz-

sion. ~ With Jaime Laude

QG AV AR~ TEITIC, (32} 345-8555Locai® 5285, 5295 E
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157 Sayyaf men kme
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ZAMBOANGA CITY - At
least 157 Abu Sayyaf bandits,
including some 'of their sub-
leaders, have been killed and
159 others wounded in mili-
tary operations since July, an
official said yesterday.

"Maj: Filemon Tan Jr., spokes-

- man for the Western Mindanas

were killed in Basilan and 43
inSuu. .

“Tan said 13 other bandits
were arrested in Sulu, 10 in
Zamboanga peninsula and
six in Basilan. He said 41 who
surrendered in November

yielded 45 hlgh powered_

fn:earms

: 'members

By ROEL PARENO

ing the money they amassed- soldiers were killed and- 122
from kidnapping to recruit others wotnded in the mili-
new members. The military = tary operations in Sulu and
is validating the number.of - Basilan.

those who were killed and.the-
new recruits to determine . th
exact niumber- of Abu Sayy

+"We are domg our. best to-
b

Command, said 114 bandits

Tan said.

He said the government
incurred fewer casualties due
to improved force protection
and casualty evacuation.

Air Force helicopters could
pick up casualties even at
night, unlike before when
government troopers had
to stop their operations at 3

“He said thé band1ts are us-

Meanwiule; Tan sald 29_

p.m.., Tan noteci.

The military operations
also aim to free 18 foreigners
and five Filipinos who re-
main in the hands of the Abu
Sayyaf.

Among the captives are a ¢
Dutch, a German, a Korean,
five Malaysians, four Indone-
sians and six Vietnamese.

'_casuames from our'szde,” :
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" Depuly S‘p’e:}ker-Rq_lando _'And%a?a-'-; -
yesterddy called ot the'govérnmex{t' L
to bring holiday cheer to-policemen: .

and soldiers by rushing the payment
of higher combat duty rates owed
them before the year ends.

i/ Andaya issued the sreminder” for
the implementation of President
Duterte’s Executive Order (EO) 3
which took effect last September. 1.

The BO raises to P3,000 per month
the “Combat Duty Pay” of the
officers and enlisted personnel of the
Armed Forees of the Philippines (AFP)
and the uniformed personnel of the
Philippine National Police (PNP).

On top- of this, the EQ grants 2 .
«Combat Incentive Pay” of P30Y tom

uniformed: ‘personnel:“who figure

diveotly in’ actual combat against ~ Cor
members of various jnsurgent, -

terrorist and lawless glements.”

Qualified to receive the “Combat

. Incentive Pay” are personnel involved”

ina *specific combat mission” covered. .

aker calls on’
3y for Cops,

ByCharfie V. Manalo ~

Byan operations order by the AFE0

o miss jorrorder by the PNP.
Per -sonuel involved in combatb must

peint he “published task organization”. '
of the AFT orthe PNP forthe Toissions -

execu ted, the EO states. _
Th e O, however, limits to P3,060

“amor whthe etotal additional Combat

Incen tive Pay” & qualified AFP or PNP
persc mnel can receive. :
Pr ior to the BQ, Combat Duty Pay
of a soldier~was pegged at P50 a
mont h while the Combat Incentive Pay

© was set 4 P150 per day of “actual
-coml aat™ Dbt not exceeding P1,500 a

mor th. .

"1 the BO in effect “harmonizes and -
alig ins into one” the two allowances -
“ pai d out by the two agencies, Andaya

exy lained. . . o

litary personnel

+oopever be doubted. . o _
“He has beento all major military
- camps,” Andaya-saidi-. e,
Andaya also reminded concerned

- the previous’
pILO

there is no doubt their pay is already
in transit.  Mavbe the HQ
(neadquarters) just needs to iron oud
some kinks in their documents based
on the EO guidelines,” Andaya said.
“4o that there would be no problem
with the Commission on Audit, they
have to validate their list. And these
reports will be coming from the
field,” Andaya said, adding Duterte’s
compassion for servicemen should

_agencies regarding the rice subsidy

"Duterte promised to all uniformed

persormel COrps, ineluding jail guards,

g firemen and Coast.(_}ua,rd personnel.
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"*In his appeal, ‘Andaya remained
“eonfident “that soldiers and policemen
Wil have been to dangerous missions .
““and combats andare entitled to new
combat pay would get theirs soon.”
“Those who haven't received yet, -
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The government peace pane!
is set to ieave for Rome next
month for the third round of talks
with the National Democratic
Eronr-Communist Partv of the

opines-New Peopie’s Armv
(NDEF-CPP-NPA), presidential

acivises onthe peace processesus

Dureza said vesterday.

Botk panels are <0 hoid the talks
on jan. 18 to 25,

“Topping the agenda in the
Rome ~ound of talks are the so-
cial and economic reforme that
the rebels are putting across the
negotizting table,” Durezs said.

The peace negotiaiors are ex-
pected to tackle and agree on the
mechanics and guidelines for
oiiatural ceaserire a
. pelivical and con

that e gov-
is open to “amending or
g the JU8T ‘
rass the root
renel resis-

ce to the govern-

CU oreajlv

%
¢ what thev

Ve e
OO

By JOSE RODEL CLAPANG
& “stumbling biock” in effectiv
negotiafing for peace wi

communists, Moro Isiamic Uibera-
tion Front (MILF anc the Moro
National Liberation Front
{(VMINLF) rebels.

o AT von tallewith the CPF.

and ever the Bangsamorc
MILF MNLF! they will
never admit and agree thar
they wiil be circumscribed
by 2 Censtitution o7 ™
our laws.” Diureze s
noting that all agresments
previously signed vwoih the
rebels mace no rererence
te the Philippine Consd-

fufion.

Ay governmen:

tors, Lurera sald T
fo work within o -

anes of i

in order to allow both parties to
continue working on a final peace
settlement despite their opposing
views and ideologjes.

Turn to Page 6

asmire ror, You have
tc open up our Con-
stitution o be able
¢ accommodate
them, That is the
reality,” Dureza
said in his remarks
during the recent
Konsuit Mindanao
Feace Conference
in Davao City par-
ticipateC in by Lu-
mad, Muslim and
Christar leaders.
The existing
T LTI L1

- de
acded, has becorne

i0n, €

GOV'L riampages

“As for the B angsamoro issue, he
believed that including the issue’

in the revisions to the Constitution
would be better than filing another
law like the Bangsamoroe Basic Law
which Congress failed to approve
the last time, « 20 oo i s

He also underscored the need. tb Fure

ther strengthen and expand the existing

- “peace tables” in order to make them more
Inclusive.and . ensure. the success of the'
ongoing peace negotiations with various

rebel groups. * s

“If you do not get the bigger public first
to be informed of what is happening in the
peace tables, and if they don’t understand
what we are doing, chances are they will

“ reject what we ‘agree on in negotiation,”
Purezasaidi o5 o e S

’

JRA——
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By Julliané Love De Jesus
and Cynthia D. Balana
@Team. Inquirer =}

Hours after Malacanang de-
nied that it had distributed
cash gifts for cops, a police
sonrce revealed to Ingnirernet
that top officials started re-
ceiving their Christmas bonus-
es worth at least P1oo.00 each.

A police official, who re-
quested anonymity for fear of
reprisal, admifted to claiming
the cash gift from President
Duterte on Monday, upon the
instructions of Philippine Na-
tional Police chief Director
General Ronald delaRosa. ..

“It’s true. They've given it
t¢ us yesterday,” he told In-
guirer.net in a phone interview
on Tuesday. “It’s given in cash.
They had prepared the en-
velopes already. You just have
to sign a list before claiming
the money.”

. He said he and: the rest of

'PNP offi::xals got the cash from -

Dela “Rosa's office in" Camp
Crame in Quezon City.:

But Presidential spokesper-
son Ernesto Abella said earlier
on Tuesday that the Christmas
bonus. for key PNP .officials
“has not been given and is ap-
parently, not forthcoming.”

Dela Rosa also backtracked

on his earher announcement

' that Duterte would give Chnst—

"pohce officials.

ceive a big amount of money

yesterday because I thonght
Malacafiang was going to hand -

out bonuses,” e said. “But the
media kept on asking where the
money came from so we had to
wait untl nothing came.”

Now that the release 'of
bonuses for PNP is uncertain,
Dela Rosa said Duterte might
give the officials a sack of rice
each as a substitute.

.The honuses.were publicly
announced by Delda Rosa dur-
ing a Christmas-everit on Men- -

day at the PNP Grandstand in
Camp Crame attended by po-
lice officials, noncommis-
sioned officers, nonuniformed
personnel and their famzly
members. .

Being- the on.ly’PNP official
with a foursstar rank, Dela
rece

- Rosa’ ‘said: het wo
P 400,000,

both have a rank of Deputy Di-

rector - General, -will receive:

P300,000 each. Al officers

with Pelice Director or tWo-

star rank will receive Pz00,000.

Chief Superint_endent or

“I thought I was going tore- .
':.Senmr Supermtendent ‘helow
willreceive cash above P50;000. -

_‘Francisco ~ Uyami -
and Ramon Apohnano who - o]
“fense Secretary Delfin Loren-

AT

Page:

" star-rank officers in the PNP
‘directorial staff;; regmnal and-
-}_;.'---'provmmal directorsiand. heads. -

‘alsoréceive Piooeoo: =
- Key officials with ranks of

" -Dela Rosa has raised eye-
brows for accepting cash gifts,
which could total millions of
pesos, for select officials, a
move that could be considered
a violation of Code of Conduct
and Ethical Standards for Pub-
lic Officials.

Dela Rosa also refused to
divulge the source of President
Duterte’s funds. .
“Definitely it's not allowed
by law that's why. they ~are
denying it,” the source said. '

Some junior officials and
noncommissioned police offi-
cers also found it unfair for the
President to give hefty sums to
select officials rather than

- §pend them on improving: the

equtpment of. the pohce

war against drugs 1
- In - Camp Agumaldo, De-

zana said soldiers would re-
ceive Christimas bonuses and

" gifts allotted to state workers.
[wWITH REPORTS FROM: MARLON
RAMOS [NQ o
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By JARIUIS BONDOC

Beijing’s heightened militarization
“of the South China Sea must be pro-
tested, lest it say that Mariila accepts.
Supreme Couzt Senior Justice Antonio
Carpio called for such government
action against China’s deployment of
weapons in all seven artificial islands
it built in disputed waters. Foreign Sec.
Perfecto Yasay preferred silence while
building up strength. _

New findings detail Beijing’s place-
ment of anti-aircraft and anti-missile
svstemns at Mischief, Subi, and Fiery
Cross reefs, beside illegaily construct-
ed military-length airstrips. China
aiso has fortified the smaller Johnson,
Hughes, Gaven, and Cuarteron reefs,
the Washingzon think tank Center for
Strategic and International Studies
reported Wednesday. .

“If the Philippines does not for-
mally protest, China can later claim
that the Philippines consented, or at
least acquiesced, to China’s military
fortifications in the Spratlys, includ-
ing Mischief Reef,” Carpic said last
weekend.“The UNCLOS tribunal al-
ready has ruled that Mischief Reefisa .

Gov't must protest sea
‘militarization — Carpio

‘submerged aréa of the continental shelf
“of the Philippine BEZ, and thus only
- the Philippines can erect strisctures on
i Misehief, JTohnson, and

{(aka McKennan) are within the Phil-
_ippines’ 200-mile exclusive economic
~zone, the four others in its-additional

150-mile extended continental shelf.

All are within Manila's jurisdiction

under the United Nations Conven-

tion on the Law of the Sea. China and
the Philippines are signatories of that
pact that governs maritime rights of
coastal states. :

Asked about China’s arms buildup,

Yasay said Friday in Singapore that

Manila will not protest via a note ver-
‘bale. “Let them take whatever action.is .

necessary in the pursuit of their national

interest... and we will leave it at that,”.
he told reporters. “For the Philippines,
we have our bilateral engagements with

China.”

Yasay added: “We will make sure
that there will be no further actions
that will heighten the tensions between
the two countries, particularly in the
‘Scarbarough Shoal.” He was referring.

‘to another sea featiire closer to Luzon.:

that China invaded in2012.. =~

Carpio noted: “When China seized’
'Luconia Shoals from Malaysia in Apr.

2013, Malaysia formally protested

though without any publicity. Malay-"

sia did not want China o later claim
that Malaysia acquiesced to the seiztre
‘because Malaysia did not protest.”

Manila last July won'a UN court
ruling of sole jurisdiction over features
within its EEZ and ECS. The court rub-
bished China’s nine-dash- territorial
boundary over all of the South China

(West Philippine) Sea.. .= ..

On Scarborough, the court said

CFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS — Email add: oacpa.
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traditional fishing ground. Chinese
coast guard vessels continue to bar
Filipinos entry, howeéver, into the
- mouth of the horseshoe-shaped sea-
mark. Since 2012 Chinese harvesters
of endangered giant clams and fan

(58-sg-mi) shoal as other nations’ 1al: 5285, 5295 i
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) .-C“hiria could later :co:'n:si:rué

avoids discord at present. . e

rial waters. . o

Philippine silence as consent, as Palace

corals have destfoyéd- three-fourths
of the shoal bed, the CSIS reported

from satellite photos. . ..«

=..Defense Sec..Delfin eLorenzan%.ém«.
lier said China’s arms build-up is a

. "big concerm” for the global commu-
nity. Bachyearover$5 trillion
"trade passes through the sea,’s

- hold deposits of oil and gas. "

- Yasay said Monday Manila will not’
deviate from the UN tribunal ruling,
but will build trust with Beijing be-
fore discussing it. President Rodrigo
Duterte aiso said he would bring up
Scarborough with China, but not while
Beijing holds military superiority.

Tensions have risen in the region-
in recent weeks, with China fiying a
nuciear bomber in the Taiwan Strait.
US President-elect Donald Trump's
allowing his Taiwanese counterpart,
to land in the US en route to.South.
America next year, following their
phone chat, infuriated Beijing. The US
then angrily demanded thé return of
anaval undersea drone that a Chinese
submarine confiscated a short distance
from the Philippines’ 12-mile territo-

o
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* & * - . .
It’s all a joke, President Duterte
now says of his public rant last week
about physical aches and pains. The
media are fools, he says, for lapping
up his claim of daily migraine, spinal
pain that need opioid, and Buerger’s

-disease due 10 past heavy smoking.
He once stated to be suffering Bar--
rett’s esophagus disease; that 100 is a

gag perhaps, . el

Those didn’t sound light to politi-
calleaders, or even to Duterte’s dwn
aides, though. Sen. Panfilo Lacson
called for the release of a medical bul-
letin. To which, presidential spokes-
man Ernie Abella and labor chief
Silvestre Bello retorted that whatever
ails him is due to wear and tear of
age, Duterte, at 71, is the oldest to be
elected Philippine president.

Ne one’s too old to learn the les-
son from Aesop’s fable about the boy

who ied wolf, Diterte’s or-and ot

remarks about his health would elicit
varied actions from friends and foes.
One has but to stretch the imaginatior,
as his handlers often say.

Duterte had dismissed as a joke
reports last vear about his planning
a presicential run. During the subse-
quent campaign he called a joke his
threat to burn the Singaporean flags.

“His gang-rape joke did not dent his

popularity with voters. His recent chat
with God while on a plane ride was
obviously a joke. But his order for US
military consultants to leave Mindanao
didn’t sound jocular later to the White
House. So did his admission, then de-
nial, then re-admission of having killed
CcTime suspects as mayor of Davao City,
which have affected US aid releases.

Catch Sapol radio show, Saturdays,
8-10 a.m., DWIZ {882-AM). RS

Gofcha archives on Facebaole https:ff
www facebook.comfpages/jarius-Bon-
doc.!'1376602159218459, or The STAR
website hitp:/fwww.philstar.com/author/
}arius%ZUBondoc/(iETCHA
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Oplan Bayanihan ends as Duterte orders AFP to support NDF
talks

From Rappler (Dec 20): Oplan Bayanihan ends as Duterte orders AFP to support NDF talks

(UPDATED] The communist rebels have long called for the abolition of Opfan Bayanihan, which they claim is
behind alleged human rights abuses committed by the mifitary in the countryside

e 2%

SUPPORT TALKS WITH LEFT. President Rodrigo Duterte asks the military to support his peace initiatives
with communist rebels. Rappler photo

The Philippine militarv's counter-insurgency campaign "Oplan Bayanihan” ends this month, paving the
way for a new campaign plan that will take into account the ongoing peace talks with communist

rebels.

It's a policy decision that will please the communist querrillas, who have long been campaigning
against Bayanihan.

Edgard Arevalc on Sunday, December 18.

The AFP will celebrate its 81st anniversary on Wednesday, December 21, President Rodngo Duterte is
expected to lead the celebration in Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon City.

A source privy to the preparation of the new campaign plan said it will reflect Duterte’s orders to the
military to support peace talks with the communist rebels.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

The Internal Peace and Security Plan {IPSP) Bayanihan or "Oplan Bayanihan" is a public document
detailing the military strateqy under the previcus Aquino administration to address security threats,

it's an offshoot of Oplan Bantay Laya, the counter-insurgency campaign under the Arroyo
administration, that was blamed for the extrajudicial killings of politicai activitists at the time.

Opian Bayanihan s.upp'or.ts veace talks with the Moro Isiamic Liberation Front while seeking'to defeat the Abu
Sayyaf Greup and the then dominant foreign terrorist group Jemaah Islamiyah (Jh), fallowing a policy of non-
negotiation.

In the case of the New People's Army {NPA), the armed group of the Communist Party of the Philippines
(CPP), the military sought fo diminish the armed group until it becomes "irrelevant,” and the rebels are forced

1o abandor the armed struggle and go back to the negotiating table.

The militarv has credited Oplan Bayanihan for "clearing” several areas where the NPA was present. The
“ilitary Claims te Febels Aré riow down 16 2,000 arfied ComBatants, T T T e e

The NPA and leftist organizations, on the other hand, blame Oplan Bayanihan for alleged human rights abuses
commitied by the mifitary in the countryside. They had long called for its abolition, stepping up their campaign
against it after the peace talks resumed.

Talks hetwsen the communist rebels and the Duterte administration formally resumed in August. it paved the
way for unprecedented urilateral ceasefires between the military and the NPA, which have been holding for 4
menths now althcugh both camps have reported compiaints. The government alsc committed amnesty for

poiitical prisoners.

If issuss are rescived, a more stable bilateral ceasefire will be signed before the 3rd round of talks in January.
(READ: 2%, MDF ciosar ig signing ioint ceasefirs deal)

The CPP and the NPA are responsible for the longest running communist insurgency in Asia. The CPP is
celebrating its 48th anniversary on December 26 through "peace ralfies™ nationwide.

hiip:/Avww rappier.com/naticn/155925-oplan-bayanihan-ends
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