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Rody tells AFP:
Respect human
rights, rule of law

By ALEXIS ROMERQ

Under fire for a brutal
war un drugs thai has ieft
some 6,000 people dead,
President Duterte told sol-
diers yesterday to respect
human rights and the rule
of law in all their opera-
tions. ) '

At the same time, how-
ever, Duterte stressed there is
no stopping his bloody war
against illegal drugs, which is
_being waged by the police.

- Malacafiarig” aiso said yes-
ierday that no evidence has
been found linking Duterte to
extrajudicial killings in Davao
when he was the city’s mayor,

In a speech at the Armed
Forces of the Philippines’ 81st
anniversary at Camp Aguinal-
do, Duterte called the AFP a
“bedrock of our democratic
ideals,” being the institution
mandated to protect the people
and the state.

“As you observe this mo-
mentous occasion, may vou
allbereminded of your pivotal
role mensuring and sustaining
the operational readiness of
vour units while being prudent
so that your actions would
strictly adhere to international
humanitarian law, human
rights and the rule of law,”
Duterte said.

- "l .ask you to embolden
vourselves to epitomize the’
AFP's core values of honor,
service and patriotism,” he
added.

To enable the military to
perform its crucial role, Du-
terte promised to boost the
morale of the troops and to

Turn to Page 2
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support their modernization
program.

“We shall also continue to
upgrade our capabilities to the
AFP Modernization Program,
focus on maintaining the high
state of morale of our men and
women by delivering health
and wellness services to our
personnel, particular those
who are deployed in the field,
by enhancing the capabili-
ties of tertiary and secondary
nospitais and facilities,” the
President said.

“Finally, we shall also ratio-
nalize the way we manage our
facilities bv crafting a master
development plan for all AFP

canms and bises as @ basis
for future development.” he
added.

Duterte, alse the command-
er-in-chief of the 125,000-srong
AFD commeanded the military
for the gains of security plan
Bavanihan, which ended after
his predebessoi Benigne Agui-
ne Tl stepred cown mom office.

“Undoubtedly, the [PSP (In-
ternai P
Bevanihan has proven a posi-
tive impaci or the AFT mal\
mng i to have a betier image, a
m oral high ground agains: the
threat groups and the decrease
of human rwnt& viglation of
our U‘OO}_’)Q & qalﬂ

Bavanihan aoucht to curb

armed rebeilion tnmur'n a

eace and Secusity Flan}

combination of military op-
erations and development
programs.

Duterte stressed that the
government remained com-
mitted to seek a lasting solu-
tion to arméd conflict.

“We will likewise conduct
focused military operations
against the Abu Sayyaf and
other local and foreign ter-
rorist groups and continue to
strive to restore civil order in
M confiici-ridgden arazs ” the
Presiden: said.

“The AFP shall enhance its
capability to search ang engage
these lawless elements.. The
full force of the AFF will be af-
anec 16 crush thes? criminals
whe Operate unacu e guilse Ui
whmoucre*'vn * he aaded.

Duterte saic the Philippmes
Woulc‘ aiqo bhoost coorcrraton
with Indonesiz and Iialavsiz
to suppress kidnappings in
the waters of neighboring
countries and to expanc coop-
eration on human assistancc.
disaster response, mariiime
security and.counterierrorism.

No evidence

Dhaterte’s proniouncements
came as I\dalaf‘anan" andg the
Department of Foreign Affairs
defended lim from the call of
UN High Commuissioner for
Human Rights Zeid Re&'ac
Al Hussein for Philippine
authorities to 1111\?8511:.;211(' the

-~

[a)
-/

President's admissior that he
killed peonie w hile stilmavor
of Da\’ao Citv along with
thousands of deaths OCCUTring
in the course of his bloody war
against illegal drugs.

Presigentia! Communica-
tions Qffice Secretarv Martin
Andanar said over radic ¢zBR
that-Duterie had- already been
probed wher he was stilimavor
of Davao and “there was no
evidence tha! he wasinvolved”
in extrajudicial killings. -

“So forme, the i1ssues men-
tioned by the United Netions
hove 2lreaiy b .
ANCaNnar adae

1r & prﬂcu b 'ji,"i'wv wm;*'df"‘:-

a]qo dm»\'nﬂ}aj\ el
COMIIENis 28 Terit

100 ang ot L

0p Jirae p
wds Darlwr

e
’1: ’T

’\1'[!'

T ”"'"" i
was cl,.m,lm1
aNC 1T wWas f
achion.”
i.nt Sie hal Dear

Lu. Abeliz clc no. aaares:
D tr.wp-l 3 r\'n.r-‘.ul-.&.}ln- a"’\(‘_ Aie

FE S,
ITearini W '131(‘ noi

JAGiessEa,

Ingevera speeche: jas. veeal.
Dhaterle recounted howe in TU8F,
early in the firs! of hie several
{EXTNE a5 My or or tw southors
ditv of Davao, he ang ioca’ po-
lice ambushed and killed three
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Duterie has said he rou-
tinely carried & gun during his
garly vears at mavor of Davao
to protect himself in & high-
Crime environment. He hac not
said if the weapor used in the
ambush was licensed.

Foreign Affairs Secre-
:arv Perfecto Yasav Ir. said
Duterte’s admission that
he killed peaple in the past
should not have been used by
Hussein to seek & probe with-
out verifving the facts.

Like Abella, Yasav said
what happenced was 2 Je-
sitimate police oneration that
Livierie “led agains. hardened
criminals wie vioiently re-
ststec arresi and places e
iives of police oberatives and
vardv.”

innocery

un-

Irves
1 L vere mersh &
ClaTady lim, natny the P
D= leader s immuni

C “The probiem. with hose

LEae g
e o

whe are monitoring the re-
marks o the President ic thov
o Bisier & him carefully.

-

He alrcady narraed that in-
cident during the cainpaign
Peried,” Panelo told radie
sianor dinTi .

Vhen ashed ii the Presiden.
Isoperite & probe, Panelo said:
L you think aboui it it's not
aboui the President being
vpen or nel Even if he does
Nocwani i, they can still inves-
tiraie He now up {o them ”

Duterte did not say any-
thing about the UN Ruman
rights chief's statement during
his 11-minute speech at the
military’s 81st anniversary in
Camp Aguinaldo vesterday.

Duterte won the presiden-
tial election by 2 landslide
largelv on & vow to kil 100,000
criminals tostop the countrv
slide into a “narco-state.”

But the President has con-
sistently rejected allegations
his incendiary comments
could be encouraging police
to commit murder.

Hussain said Philipzine ju
dizial authorities “must dem-
onstrate their commitment to
uphoiding the ruie of law and
their independence from the
executive by launching & mur-
aer nvashcatior, ” adiding i i
“unthiniable ror anv function-
g fudicial svstem not to launch
Investicative and judicial pro-
ceedings vrhen someone has
Opeily admitied being a killer.”

Unstoppable

“invale akone pere pare dite (1
wor's stop),” Duterte said Gur-
Ing hic message at the Chrisi-
mas party for empiovees of the
Qffice of the President at the
Kalavaar grounds of Malaca-
fiang last Tuesday night, refar-
ring to his drug war,

Near the end of his speach
Duterte said the anti-drug
campaign would be “brutaj.”

According to Duterte, he
wiorila “gladly step dowrdrom

A
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office as long as it would not be
due to conuption. “Because it
will never happen,” he said, re-
ferring to corruption on his part.

Duterte reiterated his com.-
mitment to provide all-out
Support 16 military and police
personnel involved in opera-
tions against illegai dru gs.

“My marching orders to
the police and the military is:
destroy the drug industry, not
the person. Destroy the appa-
ratus,” he said.

Stopping short of mouthing
expletives, Duterte said, “Yous
don'l destroy my countrv, |
don't care {about ) those humar
rights, and presidents of other
countries. They are all hypoc-
risy,” he said. lashing out at crit-

1.
el

ics for failing to underetand hig

. O0E™ 3. 2oy 1 igern” o
LaVOZEDV LG SLOD s Do
4 [ 2

He told emplaveas of the OF
Tiat he wasjust 2 reliow: worler
In government fulfilling his
mandate to protecy the DPOD]e,

Duterte alsc stoog Frm on
his standing order for Iaw en-
forcers to arvest dry £ suspects
or shoot them dead if ther
resist arrest—notwi tistanding
the reiterziior: of the UN bogd i

“To all the military men
listening and all the policc
oficers... remember this- g
out and huni for them. Place
them under arrest if stil] pus-
sible. Usually (vou cannot)
because they are armed,” he
noted. — With Pia Lee-Brago,
Christina Mendez, Elizabeth
Marceln, Paola Romero, AFP

5-8555 L ocal: 5285, 5295
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Duterte declares
ceasefir

Dec. 23. 27 Dec. 31-Jan 3 truce to covei* commur.ust'

57 December 2016

Muslim rebels

Following his truce declaration,

| 5/ ELENAL. ABEN

i with communist ‘and Muslim
= rebeis and called on the mili-

5 residentDuterte yesterdayan- -
hounceda unilateral ceasefire .

taly to break bread with the msurgents
inthe spirit of Christmas: X

He, however, said ‘the ceasefire —

coveringDecember 23 to 27 and Dec. 31
to Januarv 3 - does hot extend to crimi-
nal groups, titing the Maute Group.

5

et an

Duterte called on members ofthe New
‘People’s Army (NPA) to ¢omé down
from ‘the mountains to be w1th their
families during the holidays. - .
Likewise, the President said h1s

invitation for rebels t’n‘ lay down their

_arms and visit their families is also ex-

tended to the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) and the Moro Natmnal
leeratmn Front (MNLF).

‘As agreed with some of the b9
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Duterte declares... a

locdl refigious leaders, I will honestly
ask you, sincerely, for a ceasefire begin-
ning December 23 hanggang (until) 27,
then sa (in) New Year, sa (from Dec.)
3ot hanggang {to} January 3,” Duleite
said in his speech at the 81sf anniver-
sary celebration of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) in Camp Gen.
Emilio. Aguinaldo.

“Samga (For the} NPA, for the Com-

miunist Party of the Philippines (CPP),

althoughyou did not declare any cessa- -
“tion of hostilities somewhere; 1 wouid

| like'to invite-everybody, leave your arms
where they are ngayon (now), and you

-can-come.down sa SIyudad (in the city?,
whereveryou live, you visit your famﬂy,”

: he added, ‘

But CPP founder Jose Maria ston .

an NDFP consultant, revealed this
Tuesday in a Facebook post that the
unilateral ceasefire earlier declared
by the Philippine government (GPH)
and the National Democratie Front of
the Philippines (NDFP) will remain in
effect during the holiday seasan.

“Fwould like you to come down and
be with your family on Christmas Day,”
Duterte further stated,

Luterte also told Muslim rebels:
“Magbaba kayo (Come down), spend
time, it's not your festivity but it’s ours
Christians and we would like you to
share the moment with us.”

Duterte assured the rebels, no ar-

rests will be made against them, saying

that they can even shake hands with
government forces should their paths
meet. “At kung magsalubong kayo ng

- sundalo ng Pilipinas, sundalo ko, mag-

kamay lang kayo, o pag ayaw mo, huwag
mo nzlang fingnan (fyou chance upon
my soldiers, you may shake hands, But
if you dori't like, don’t look at him any-
more),” he said.

: Open camps
The President told the military that
he has “scraped the bottom of the barrel
to come up with somethmg for every-
body,” including enemies of the state.
Duterte said he would like the

Armed Forces, especially the Army,
“kindly open your gates and allow the
people to break bread w:th you even on
Christmas day”

I will be reieasing, T don't know i
we can still make it... canned goods...
this is not to offend anybedy, ang pinaka
masarap sa Lumad, sa bukid is really
the udong :and the sardinas... So we’ll
try to figure out how we can buy these,
allof these things before Christmasand
the stocks flown fo you immediately.
Fati'na NPA papasukn,” Duterte told

- the troops.

. Addressing the NPAs he said the

rebels can go to military camps this.

Christmas and partake of the meal that

- the troops will prepare.

Aside from canned goods.and udong,
Duterte said the military can prepare
barbecue and noodles {pancit) for the
rebels.

“Kayong mga NPA, wag kayong
matakot. Bumaba kayo... T guarantee
you that there’s a ceasefire and I would
like to declare it officially on my part
so that you can, I said, go home to your
families,” he said.

Criminals excluded -

The President, however, made it
¢lear that the government truce does
not extend to criminals, including the
Maute Group in Mindanao.”

“Yung mga Maute... sorry na lang,
you just burned so many buses the
ather day? Was it yesterday? You’ll have
‘to'pay for that and it will be no gquarters
given, no quarters asked. Alam naman
ninyo ‘yan. Ganun talaga. That is how
it is,” he said.

“Kayong mga ferrorist, pati mga
kidnappers diyan. I don’t Jike to deal
with you. Except pag criminals which
are totally unacceptable to me. The
NPA, MI(LF), MN(LF) - vou can come
down, be with your family, enjoy the
celebratmns and we will pray together
para — who knows in the fullness of

"God’s time haka magka-areglo tayo,

especially the communists, they’re go-
ing well,” Duterte further said.

b
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COMBINED ARMS EXERCISE | TRADOC
enhances army’s war fighting capabilities

Lui Claudio

Capas, Tarlac— The Philippine Army’s Training and
Doctrine Command (TRADOC) under Brig. Gen.
Herminigildo Francisco C. Aquino has strengthened the
Army’s war fighting capabilities through the 11-day Joint
Combined Arms Training Exercise (JCATEX) held in Fort
e " Ramon Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija which ended Tuesday

. ; ST December 19, 2018.
The said training was participated by 694 students of different career courses from various schoois under
TRADOC such as Combat Arms School; Combat Support School; Combat Service Support School; Army
-eadership Development .Center; The Armor School, The Intelligence School; and Civil-Mifitary Operations
School.

e  and situational exercises; field training exercises; live fire exercises of 105
howitzers and mortars; and command post exercise. In addition, two (2)
' Engineer platoon students of the Philippine Navy also took their part in
the exercise while the Philippine Air Force also performed close air
sunnon, troope insertion and casualty evacuation sxercisss.

Brig. Gen. Aguino said that JCATEX will prepare participants to incorporate joint, interagency,
intergovemmental and indigenous actors intv combined arms teams in order t¢ attain the success of an
effects-based operation. "By synchronizing combined arms and applying them simultaneously, maneuver units
can achieve a greater effect. To integrate all arms into the fight, maneuver leaders must have an
Jnderstanding of systems’' capabiliies and empioyment methods that go beyond individual branch
sompetencies. Importantly, maneuver leaders must be able to integrate, not only Army, but atso Air Force and
Navy service capabilities into operations with a particular emphasis on jaint intelligence, surveillance,
‘econnaissance, and fire capabilities”. Brig. Gen. Aguino said

The implementation of JCATEX is in compliance with the directive of higher headquarters geared to infuse in
=ach and every participant realistic scenarios measuring their preparedness facing real iife combat.

1
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LOVE AND COMPASSION | TRADOC
Celebrates Christmas for Love and

Compassion

Alvin Santiago

CAPAS, Tarlac (DWDD) ~ The soldiers, civilian employees and dependents of headquarters Training and
Doctrine Command (TRADOC), Philippine Army celebrated the traditional Christmas party with solemn
ecumenical prayer at TRADOC Grandstand Camp O’'Donnell, Capas Tarlac Tuesday morning December 20,

2016,
ras > BRI
. ;};é" ) 3

$a 7 AR
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TRADOC Commander Brig. Gen. Herminigildo Francisco C. Aguino said that the celebration of the birth of
Christ is a celebration of the love and compassion that He has faught us. 'As we celebrate the coming of
Christ, let us not forge! the essence of Christmas. By this, it meane that Christmas i & time of fargiveness. !t
reans thal, as we end the year, lei us af pause for & momen® and ~efiec! on the girection ous iives has taken
and fargive those whom we perceived as those who have wronged us. Christmas is aiso z time of compassion.
As we enjoy the blessings that we have received, let us not forget to share with those who are less fortunaie”,

BGen. Aguino said

“Amidst the glittering festivities that Christmas season brings, let us be eternally grateful that we are blessed.
May you all have a very merry Christmas and a bountiful New Year” BGen. Aguino conciuded

More or tess 70 children ages 4 to 10 years old who are military dependents participated and enjoyed the fun

3ames brought by Jollibee staff and from a magician who aiso provided a sort of enterfainment. Moreover,
selected personnel received various prizes from TRADOC through a raffle draw. PIQ TRADOC / MCAG
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Army notes less NPA atrocities in
Samar, Leyte provinces

Philippine News Agency

The ongoing peace talks with the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) has resulted to less violence
committed by the armed rebels in Eastern Visayas in the past six months, according to the Philippine Army.

“The abrupt decline during the third quarter of 2016 was attributed to the peace initiative offered by President
Rodrigo Duterte to the communist rebels,” said Lt. Col. George Domingo, chief of the Army 8th Infantry

Division civil military operations battalion.

Only 25 NP A-initiated atrocities in the region were recorded by the army from January fo November 2016, The
official had no available data when asked about 2015 incidents.

Arong provinces, Northern Sarnar has the highest number of incidents at 16, followed by Samar (six}, Eastern
Samar (two), and Leyie (one).

iMost viclence was commitied during the first guarter of the year, according to Domingo.

d siowed down in the seconc quarier as some Jebels participated in the campaign of their

Liramitios h
AFoCliies na

supporied candidates,” Dominge added.

Government troops and communities alsc recorded 447 activities by the CPP’s armed wing, the New Paople’s
Army (NPA}. These aclivities were concentrated on the conduct of rehabilitation works.

Of the 447 activities, 190 were noted in Northern Samar, 122 in Samar, 114 in Eastern Samar. and 21 in Leyte.

Tagged as NPA-infested areas are Silvino Lobos, Las Navas, San Rogue, and Mondragon fowns in Northern
Samar; San Jose de Buan, Gandara, and San Jorge in Samar, Oras, Canavid, Dolores, Llorenie, General

McArthur, and Balangiga ir Eastern Samar.

In Leyte, NPAs are more active in the upland villages of Burauen, Ormoc City, Albuera, Baybay City, and San

Isidro towns.

T
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Army capacitates young cultural minority
professionals in Caraga

Philippine tnformation Agency

Butuan City ~ In its aim to enhance the potential of the young cultural minority professionals io become an
agent of peace and development in the communities, the 4th Civil Military Operations (CMO) Battalion,
Philippine Army capacitated the youth sector thru the conduct of “Young Culiural Minority Professionals’ Forum

from December 21-22, 2016 at 4CMO Conference Room, this city.

According io 4CMO Battalion commanding officer LTC Rey Pasco, this the first in Caraga region to conduct
such forum involving the youth sectors, who are mostly officers of the Caraga Mindanao Cultural Development,
inc. (CMCDH), an Indigenous Peoples (IP) youth organization which was organized by the 4CMO as IP Youth
Leaders and Communicators in the region, student leaders from Father Saturnino Urios University (FSUU) in
Butuan City and Muslim young professionals identified by the National Commission on Muslim Filipinos

{(NCMF).

“The youths as future leaders of our society are considered critical and decisive factor in the government's fight
against insurgency and violent extremism, for they will soon shape the course of our society, thus, there is a
great need to properly address and educate the youth sector so as to deny the Communist Party of the

ies Army — Nalional Democratic Front {CniNy ang violent exiremisis & source for mneir

. ——

Fhilippines — New Fsopis
recruitment and to discredi the enemy's propaganda against the government,"highiighted Col. Pasco.

Col. Pasco added that lecturers of said forum are coming from the National Commission on indigenous
Peoples (NCIP), NCMF, Philippine National Police (PNP}, Department of Social Welfare and Deveiopment
(DSWD), Department of Health (DOH), Philippine Information Agency (PIA), and 401st and 402nd Brigades of

Phitippine Army.

“We invited speakers from the aforementioned agencies to discuss relevant topics, issues and concerns that
affect the youth sector. We wanted to equip the participants with the right knowledge and capacitate them
through & workshop to come up with an action plan for their respective community. Right after the workshop,
they will present and explain their outputs to develop small group interaction and break barriers in expectation

and pre-conceptions,” Col. Pasco underlined.

It was also learned that said activity will be replicated and conducted at the provincial and municipal level by
the CMO companies in coordination with the brigades in the area of responsibility.
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Duterte to AFP:
Remain true
to core values

EY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR
AND VICTOR REYES

PRESIDENT Durerte yesterday urgea sol-
diers to remain true to the Armed Forces’
core values of honor, service, and patrio-
tism, and strictly adhere to the international
humanitarian law as they fulfill their man-
date as “protector of the people and the
guaranio; of a stable state.”

“Ag vou observe this momentous 0cca-
sion, may you all be reminded of your piv-
atal role in ensuring and sustaining the op-
erational readiness of your units while being
prudent so that your actions would strictly
adhere to the international humanitarian
[avr, human rights, and the rule of law," he
said at the 81st anniversary celebration of
the Armed Forces in Camp Aguinaido.

Among prominent people who attended
the ceremaony were former Presidents Fidel
Ramos and Gloria Arroyo, former senator
Juan Ponce Enriie, and Chinese ambassador
Zhao Jianhua.

Duterte arrived in Camp Aguinaldo 45
minutes late for the ceremony which was
scheduled for 3 p.m., giving time for Ramos
~who earlier quil as Duterte's special envoy
1o China ~ to share some words with Zhao.

Former ATP chiefs were also present, in-
cluding now pational security adviser Hermo-

Ser DUTERTE TO AFP > Page B6
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DUTERTE TO AFP

genes Esperon, Victor Ibrade,
Alexander Yano, Hernando
Iriberri and Generoso Senga.

Duterte, in his speech, rec-
ognized the military’s accom-
plishments, including the
successful implementation of
the six-year “Internal Peace
and Security Plan Bayanihan”
that he said helped improved
of the military.

Duterte also acknowledged
the AFP’s commitment to the
peace process as he recognized
the ongoing “focused military
operalions” against the Abu
Sayyaf Group and the terrorist
groups.

He also reaffirmed his commit-
ment to enhance the military’s ca-
pability through modernization
of equipment. delivery of healil:
services, among others.

Armed Forces chief It. Gen.
Eduardo Afio vowed to improve
the operational readiness of
government troops who are
fighting varjous threat groups
throughout the country.

“Welfare of our troops shall
be given extra effort and their
skills development will be pro-
grammed for the long term, ?
he said in his speech at the
anniversary.

Afio said the military marked
its B1st anniversary “with solid
gains in winning the peace,
and preserving strong alliance
to secure the peace that we
have won.”

Afio attributed the success (O
the Internal Peace and Security
Plan Bayanihan, a six-ycar cam-
paign plan to win the peace.
The IPSP Bayanihan is expiring

in January.

Last Sunday, AFP public af-
fairs office chief Col. Edgard
Arevalo said the military will be
implementing a new campaign
plan at the start of next year.
He said the campaign plan was
expected to be unveiled by AfO
in his anniversary speech.

That did not happen. Asked
why Ao did no talk about the
new campaign plan, Arevalo
just said, “We will accord more
emphasis and significance in
its presentation at a more Op-
portune time.”

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Padilla sajd the new campaign
plan is still being finalized.
“Jt's not vet finished. It’s still
for finalization. (The) formal
announcement (will be) first
week of January 2017.7

President Duterte conferred
a Distingnish Conduct Star. tie
second highest military decora-
tion, on a Navy junior officer
for courage in a firefight with
foreign and Filipino terrorists
in Butig town in Lanao del Sur.

Lt. (jg) Reginaldo Balidoc of
the Navy’s Special Operations
Group received the award
“for acts of conspicuous cour-
age and gallantry in the face
of an armed enemy during an
encounter against more or less
50 foreign and local terrorist
organizations.”

Balidoc achieved the feat
in an all-out campaign against
members of the Maute Group
in February this yvear. The
campaign led to the killing of
around Maute members and
the capture of their main camp.

Receiving the Gold Cross
Medal - the third highest com-

1%

bat medal - were Army Lt. Jay
Maravilla and Marine Cpl. Felipe
Bardadiilo.

Maravilla was cited for “gal-
lantry in action” in a firefight
with about 100 members of
the Abu Sayyaf Group in Patikul
town in Sulu last August and

Bardadillo also for “gallantry
in action” while serving as lead

- gniper of the Special Operatiens

Platoon of Marine Battalion
Landing Team 6 in November
last year.

The battalion clashed with
members of the Jaafar Sabiwang,
Maguid, a group linked to the
Islamic State of Iraq) and Svria, in
Palimbang town in Suitan Kuda-
rat, killing eight group members.

The other awardees are Air
Force Maj. Lester Gannaban
and Army §/5gt Ritche Navales
(Bronze Cross Medal) for “acts
of heroism" during « helicopter
aerial mission to contain a for-
est fire and combat operations
against the Maute Group: Col.
Nestor Bautista and Army Maj.
Dennis Guillermo (Outstanding
Achievement Medal); militia-
man Sandy Sentelices Kagitin-
gan sa Barangay award; Army
Maj. Eduard Sia-ed, Gawad sa
Kauniaran; Air Force T/Sgt.
Adriano Reginales, AFP enlisted
personnel of the year; Marvinea
Fernandez, AFP medal civilian
supervisor of the year; Virginia
de Luna, AFP model civilian
employee of the year, Cadet
Lt. Col. Emmanuel Quibal, male
ROTC cadet of the vear; Cadet
Col. Ivy Baring, ROTC female
cadet of the vear: and Erlinda
Quisto, head of the Batara, Pala-
wan social welfare and develop-
ment, Bayanihan award,
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By JAIME LAUDE

A Marine sniper who killed
aight suspected terrorists dur-
ing heavy fighting in Sultan
Fudarat Jast vear was among
the top awardees in yvester-
day’s 81st anniversary celebra-
tion of the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) held at
Camn Aguinaldo. - -

President Duterte, the com-
mander-in-chief and guest of
horor-and speaker, pinned
the Gold Cross Medal on Cpl.
Felipe Barbadillo.

“Th2 Gold Cross is hereby
Avrardec to Cpl Ba*badilio, for
gallanry in aciior: vwhile serv-
17 & thelead sniper of Special
Operations Platoon of ivlarine
Jattalion Landing Team-6
el osomain efivrt o ocon-
qum lrw enforcement patral
o reutralize the annad group

aliar Sabiwerng Mavuid, a
erronst believed to be

ist group ISIS at Sinapingan,
Barangay Butril, Palimbang,
Sultarr Kudarat,” the Marine
sniper’s citation reads.

At the height of the fight-
ing, Barbadillo led his team in
out-maneuvering the Islamic
State-inspired terrorist group,
killing eight of them, includ-
ing Indonesian bomb-maker
lbrahim A%, alias Sucipto, and
Ustadz Abu Fatah.

The leader of the group,
Mohammad Taafar Sabivrang
Maguid, alias Kumander Tok-
poy and Abr Gaib, vas able
te escape and now leads &
local and foreign IS-inspirec
terrorist cell.

Aside from Barbadille,
rear’s op awardses include
Maj. Dennis Guillermo, whe

thiz
TATOC
was awarded the Outstanding
Acaievemen:! Medal ( CAM
for being project officer of

% .
it Page: Y
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¢ for terrorists’

81st anniversary celebration of the Armed Force

Philippines at Camp Aguinalde in Quezon City yesterday.

against the three members of
the Maute and Tokbov groups
tagged as brains behind the
deadly Davace Citv night mar-
kel hombing,.

The President also pinned
e Distinguishod Conduct
Star medeion Navy Lijg. Rogi-

naid Balidoc for his conspicu-
ous courage and gallantry
sgainst more than 50 foreiom
ana Jocal terror groups under
Omarkhavan and Abaulizh
Mauite in the recent fighting at
Ragavar. Butig, Lanae dal Sur

a il
This vear AFPs Gold Cross

. medal awara-
ee twas Lt Jav
- Maravalla for his
combat eploits
i against the Abu
! Bayvyaf bandits in
Barangay Bung-
w kaong, Patikul,
=0 Sulu.
The Gold
- “rass is the
w second highest
% military medal
in combat, next
- onlv to the Med-
. al of Valor.
¢ Awardees
s of the of the Gawad
Knz John Resates ¥ Kaunlaran
(GSK), Bronze Cross, Kagit-
ingan sa Barangav (KSB) or
Maginoo medals were ,viaj. Ed-
uardo Sia-2d (GSK); Maj. arl:
Laster Gannaban (Bronze); 5/
Sef. Ritche Navales (Brovze:

PO RS s A A Gl
and milidaman A8y Senteli-

ces (RSB

the intelligence operation

In vesterdav's celebration,
the AFP paraded iis land-
basaod big-ticket assets before
President Duterte.

Aside fromt its armored
assets and heavy disaster
equipment, the AFP under
the jeadership oi Lt. Gen. Edu-
ardo Afo shovrcased its elite
ground troops from the major
services — the Army, Air Force
and Navv — before the Presi-
dent, who in return said that
he takee pride in the soldiers’
successes, one of which is the
culmination of the six-vearIn-
ternal Feace and Security Plan
(IPSP} Bavanihan,

“All these armored assets,
trucls and heavy military equip-
ment were all acquired under
the Aquine-backed AFP Maod-
ernizetion Program,” one senior
mibiary official said, referring to
the military assets acquired duwr
ing thetermn of former prasident

Berugme Aquino ITL
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E;—f gallantry in combat, threé military-

AL personnel were conferred with three
major medals during the 81st founding

anniversary of the Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) T.f){h_'Wednesday.

lers

receive medals

1t (1GG) Reginald M. Balidoc of the ..
Navy, 1st Lt Jay L Maravilla of the -
Army and Cpl. Felipe C. Barbadilio of
the Marine Corps were decorated by
President Rodrigo Duterte,

He was assisted by Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana.. . "

Balidoc was awarded the Distin-

and local terrorists under Omarkhayam
and Abdullah Maute in Butig, Lanao
Del Sur on Feb. 25, 2016.

Maravilla got the Gold Cross Medal
for gallantry during an encounter with
100 fully armed Abu Sayyaf Group
members in Patilul, Subu on Aug. 26,
2016. ‘Barbadillo was given the same

’!

e

guished Conduct Star while Marg- -
villa and Bardadillo got the Gold Cross |
Medal, o '
Balidoc, 2 member of the Special
Operations Group was given the
Distinguished Conduct Star for acts
of conspicuous courage and gallantry
during 2 dash with about 50 foreign

medal for serving as the leading sniper
of the Special Operations Platoon of
the Marine Landing Team-§ tasked to
neutralize the group of Jaafar Sabiwang
Maguid, a local terrorist believed to be
linked with 1SIS at Sinapingan, Baran-
gay Butril Palimhang, Sultan Kudarat
on Nov. 26, 2015, PNA
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Duterte decorates 3 gallants

in AFP anniversary

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

"THREE servicemen were decorated with top medals in the
military during the 81st anniversary celebration of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines Wednesday. ' :

Lieutenant (junior grade) Reginald M. Balidoc of the Philippine
Navy was conferred the Distinguished Conduct’ Staz, the second
most important AFP decoration next to the Meda] of Valar, far con-
spicuous courage and gallaniry as team leader of the elite Noval
Special Operations Unit-8.

Army Lieutenant Jay L. Maravilla and Corporal Felipe C.
Barbadillo of the Marine Corps were both given the Gold Cross
Medal, the fourth most important AFP decoration, for their gal-
lantry in military operations ageinst terrorists in Mindanao.

Balidce, a member of Philippine Miljtary Acadgeny Class of
201, wag decorated for valor during & battle with 50 ierrorists
under Omarkhayam and Abdullah Maute at the Ragavan, Buiig,
Lanao de! Sur on Feb, 25, 2016, :

Balidoc “inflicted heavy casualties to the enemy thereby show-
casing extreme stability under fire and keeping up with the finest
traditions of Filipino soldiery,” his citation read.

Maravilla, on the other hand, was decorated for gallantry in a
battle with 100 Abu Sayyafterrorists in Sitio Makaita, Baranga-
Bungkaong, Patikul, Sulu last Aug. 26, 2016 that inflicted heavy
casualties to the enemy “through superb combat leadership and
tactical acumen.” S—

Barbadillo, a Marine sniper belonging to the elite Special
Operations Platoon of the Marine Landing Team-6, was cited
for valor in a battle with the armed group of Jaafar Sabivang
Maguid at Sinapingan, Barangay Butril Palimbang, Sultan
Kudarat last Nov. 26, 2015, :

The gailants were decorated by President Rodrigo Duterte

during Wednesday’s awarding ceremonies. _
He was assisted by Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana PRA
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AFP drug hﬁnt worries solon

A CONGRESSWOMAN
has warned that Presi-
-deni Rodrigo“Rody"Du-
‘terte’s marching orders
o the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) to
“hunt down” suspected
drug lords may lead to
heightened militariza-
tion, especially in far-
flung communities,
“Already, wecould see
what this bloody war on
drugs has cost us. Thou-
sandshave dieu, many not
evch preven fo be drug
traffickers, some even not
yetreaching the legal age.
Already, hundreds of fam-
ihes are mourning the
death of their loved ones
whoaren'cﬁmsofmedmg
war perpetrated by the
policeforce. Now, even the
AFPisgiventhegreenlight
to_conduct “Tokhang” ac-
tivities, and that bodes ill

for the human rights situ-
ationin the country,” said
Kabataan Partylist Rep.
Sarah Jane Elag.

- Elago was reacting to
thestatementof President
Duterte who told troops
io “hunt” suspected drug
lords and help in his war
on drugs.

Shenoted thatallowi
the AFP to take an active
role in the drug war may
lead toheiphiened militari-
zation and righ's abuses.

“One could oniy imag-
ine in horror how known
human rights violatars in
the: armed forces can ox-
ploitthedrug varascover
{or their military opera-
tions, especially in far-
flung communities. Farrri-
ers, indigenous peoples,
and common citizens liv-
ing inpeace inthecountry-
side are now in danger of

intensified military opera-
tons in the name of the
war ondrugs,” Elagosaid,

“If it was easy for the
AFF te plant evidence in
many cases of illegal ar-
rests and abducHons, it
wouldalsobeeasy forthem
to plant evidence to make
their operations look likea
legitimatedrugbuy bust,”
she added -~ .

“To say that we are
worried about thic Infost
development: 7l eaclear
understatement. Alread,
we can foresee a future
wherein counterinsurgen-
¢y operations will be dis-
guised as drug raids. Hu-
man rights violatorns will
surelysoar,eveninthemost
remote comrmunities, no
thanks to the President’s
relentless war on drugs,”
Elago ended. '

RyanPonce Pacpaco
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3 sundalo na nakipagbakbakan vs Maute, Sayyaf pinarangalan

Tatlong bayaning sun-
dalo na buong tapang na
nakipaglaban sa Maute ter-
rorist group at Abu Sayyaf
Group .ang hanguna sa
mga pinarangalan ni Pa-
ngulong Duterte sa ika-81
taong pagkakatatag ng
Amed Forces:of the. Phil-
ippines (AFP) sa ginanap
na seramonya kahapon sa
Camp Aguinaldo.

Kirifala ang mga ito na
sina Lt. Junior Grade Regi-
naid Balidoc ng Philippine
Navy, fsiLt. Jay Maravilla
ng Philippine Army at Cor-
poral Felipe Barbadillo ng

Philippine Marine Corps. -

~ Ang AFP ay nagdaos
ng ka-B1 tacng aniher-
sarye nite kahapon na

may temang “Conguenng-_

)

Challenges, Harnessing
Change”.”

SiBalidoc ay ginawaran
ng -Distinguished Conduct _
Star habang sina Mara-
villa at Bardadillo ay kapwa.

“tumanggap ng Gold Cross
Medal. i

8i Balidoc na-dating
miyembrong Navy Special
Operations Group at mula
sa Philippine Military Aca-
demy {PMA) Class 2011
ay ginawaran ni Duterte ng
Distinguished Conduct Star
dahil sa ipinakiia nitong
katapangan at kabayani-
han sa pakikipaglaban sa
mahigit 50 dayuhan at lokal
na miyembro ng Faute
ferrorist groyn sa Brov, Ra-
geran, Bu¥g, Lanaodei Sur

_noong Pebrero 25, 2016,
R e (S

Sa nasabing bakbakan
ay nalagasan ng malaking
puwersa ang Maute. == -

Ang matapang na. si__
Balidoc -sa panahon ng
bakbakan ay ang team:

leader ng Naval Special -
" waran naman il Pangulong

Operation_Unit-8 na nag-
sagawa ng pagharang s3
nagsisitakas na Maute..
Samantala si Maraviila,
Bachelor of Science of Bio-
logy graduate ay tumang-
gap naman ng Gold Cross
Medal sa ipinakitang kata-
pangan sa pakikipagfaban
sa humigit kumulang na

100 armadong Abu Sayyaf -

sa -Brgy. Bungkacng, Pa-
tikul," Sulu nitong Agosto
22 2ois

‘Sa nasabing baktakan

ay dumanas ng:dagok_“_

HIR i SR LR L

"

ang mga bandido matapos
na malagasan ng mala-
king puwersa nito habang
sari-saring mga armas at
bala rin ang narekober sa
nasabing oparasyon.

.81 Barbodillo ay gina-

Duterte ng Gold Cross
Medal ‘bunga ma rin nig

-nusay nite bilang-sniper ng

Special Operatioris Platoon
rig Marine Landing Team 6
matapos ma-neutralize ang
arupo ni Jaafar-Sabiwang
Maguid, rmga lokal na ter-
orista na may ugnayan sa
dayuhang [slamic State of
Irag and Syria (ISIS) sa
engkuwentro sa Brgy.
Butril, Palimbang, Sulian
Fudarat mzong Nak, 78,
2015, (Joy-Cantos),

TS e Ll
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PRESIDENT Rodrige Duterte-on Wednes-
day-urged members of'the communist
‘New People’s Army (NPA) to leave their
.arms-and come down to celebrate
- Christmas with their families.

In his:speech during the 81st an-
niiversary celebration of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines at Camp
Aguinaido in Quezon City, the President
assured the rebels that they won't be
arrested-when they come down from
the mountains.

“S¢ myga NPA or the Communist Party
of the Philippines, although you did
not declare any cessation of hostili-
ties...i wouid fike to invite everybody,
leave your arms where they are ngayon
[ndw]_ and you.can come down sa siyvy-
dad [to-the city] or wherever you live.
You visit your famify,” Duterte said.

“Iwoutd like youto come down
and be with your family on Christmas
day. | yuarantee you newatang.aresto,
walang oppression, [l guarantee that
there will be no arrest, no oppres-
sion, no-everything. And if you meet a
soldier of the Philippines, my soidier,
shake hands. Or if you don't want to,
just don’t [ook at him)” he added.

Duterte said he wanted a ceasefire
with all rebel groups for the holiday

12 A2

5BaS0N. :
“As agreed with some ofthe local
religious leaders, { will honestly .-
ask you sincereiy for the ceasefire
beginning December 23 upio:‘l?’
then ir the New Year, in the'ssF

up to January 2, 3,"he said. .

He said he had extended the
same invitation te the More lsiamic
Liberation Front and the Moré™
National Liberation Front, *

But the invitation does it appiy
to criminals and terrorists gfiﬁip‘
such.as'the Abu Sayaff, he siif.™

“Rayong mga temorist aid -
kidnappers, | don't want t¢‘déal ™
with you. | don’t want to see'ypu' '
the President said.

Duterte, Sison agree to
pursue peace talks =
Duterte and Communist Party of
the Philippines (CPP) foundéf]qs‘e
Maria Sison agreed to pursue g
peace agreement and conti?fué

@ truce during the holidays, ha
phone conversation on Tuesday 3
Palace official said, _

In 2 statement, presidential
spokesmian Ernesto Abella said ~
Duterte and Sison had a “friendly”
phone coriversation on the ongoing

[

peace negotiations between the
gavernmentiand the communist
political arm, the Nationa! Deme-
cratic Front (NDF).
- Sison, in a Facebook pest, sajd
he had a “friendly and productive”
phone conversation with Duterte
about advancing the peecetalie,
The phone calt } nappened at2e.m.
Manila ¢ um&, Tuesuay

He said the unitateral ceasefire
declarations of the two parties, made
in fugus: at the beginning of peace
talits in Norway, “will stand during
Christmas and New Year holidays.”

Beth sides initiallv aimad to sign
& bilateral ceasefire agreement
in Dctober, but communist rebels
stalled the talks to seek the refease
of detained communist rebels,

Sison said the bilateral cease-
fire agreement and the release of
prisonets could be settled when
the third round of talics resumes ip
January 2017,

“Bilateral ceasefire agreement
akti the amnesty and release of
the political prisoners listed by the
[NDF] can be discussed and agreed
upon before, during, and even after
the third round of formal talks in
Rome from Jansary 18 to 24, he
said. CATHERINE S, VALENTE
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staff for logistics and commanding officer of Tactical
Operations Group 1.
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Air Force audifor
promoted o general

The internal auditor of the Philippine Air Force
(PAT) has been promoted to one-star rank.

Brig. Gen. Simplicio Lumantas Jr. was the latest
addition to the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ list
of generals. )

Lumantas is a pilot and member of the PAF Flving
Schoo! Class nf 1988.

Lumantas, along with 42 PAF members who were
promoted as second lieutenants, attended the donning
of ranks ceremony led by Air Force Commanding
General Edgar Fallorina at the Villamor Air Base in

Pasay City on Monday.
Priorto his designation as internal auditor, Luman-

tas held various positions in the PAF such as deputy
commander of the 560th Air Base Wing, commanding
officer of the PAF Finance Center, assistant chief of air

)
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Suspected ASG kidnapping

" By NONOY E.LACSON -

* 4 ofthe Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)
47 yraportedly kidnapped four
3 r ~ .

A”: i crewmembers of a fishing ves-

sel while it was at the Celebes Sea near

Sulu, Monday.

.~ Armed Forces of the Philippines
- Western Mindanao-Command (West-
MinCom) Spokesman Maj. Filemon I
Tan, Jr, ideniified the missing crew

7 AMBOANGA.CITY - Members
). |

off Sulu

members as Noel Besconde, the cap-
tain; Reyjim Rocabo, the Marine Diesel
Mechanic (MDM); and crew members
Roy Ramos and ReelLiones, residents
of Tukuran, Zamheanga del Sur.

They were the crew of FB Ramona
2, which was also ransacked by their
abductors of its VHF radio and Global
Positioning System (GPS).

FB Ramona 21s a service-fype vessel
owited by Ramena Fishing Corporation.

Tan said FB Melissa 2, sister ship

of FB Ramona 2, had the last contact
with the ill-fated vessel at 3 a.m. Mon-
day, with the laffer’s crew saying that
they were in the vicinity of Celebes Sea
near Sulu. o

The area is notorious for being
among the open waters where the ASG
had conducted abductions in the past.

- Tan said FB Melissa 2 promptly
proceeded to the location of her sister
ghip at around § am,, but al! ite crew
members missing. The VEF Radio

T ——

and GPS were also missing while other
nelongings were intact, '

) ,J omnt Task Force Suly has already
degfoyed forces to conduct a search
while Naval Task Group Suly has alsc:
adopted appropriate measures to im-
medla_tely locate the victims.

qo1nt Task Forces TawiTawi and
Basilan were also alerted to condgct
patrqls near the coastal areas of the
brovinces and intensify their intellj-
gence gathering,
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Members of bandit group seize 4 crewmen of fishing boat passing Celebes Sea off Sulx

n:-'-‘/

ZAMBOANGA CiTY—Theivcal
terror group Abu Sayyaf moacked
President Duterte’s appeal for the
bandits to take a holiday break

from their crirninal activities fora -

peaceful  Christrnas  season,
snatching four mors victims off
Sulu province.

Maj. Filemon -Tan Ir,
spokespersan for the military’s
Western Mindanao Command
{(Wesmincom), said the latest
victims are four crew members
of the fishing boat FB Ramona.
They were kidnapped ar the
Celebes Sea around 2:30 a.m. on
Tuesday.

While Tan was not categori-
cal aboui Abu Sayyaf involve-
ment, the bandits are known o
operate in Sulu.

Atu Sayvaf had beer behind
a series of kidnappings that
took place in the high seas sur-
rounding three countries—

Philippimes, Malaysia and Tn-
donesia.

Among Abu Sayyaf captives
are Indonesian, Malaysian and
Vietnamese fishing boat crew-

men.

Unidentified suspects

Tan said the still unidenti-
fied  kidnapping suspects
boarded FB Ramona and took
Noel Besconde, the boat cap-

‘tain; Rewim ‘Rocabo, engine

mechanic and crewmen Roy
Ramuos ond Roel Liones, Al the
victims are from the town of
Fukuran, Zamboanga del Sur
pravince, ’

Tan said the kidpapping was
discaverad when the crew of FB
Melissa 2, a sister ship of FB Ra-
mona. became alarmed when
the crew of FB Ramona failed to
respond to radio messages since
early Tuesday.

He said FB Mehssa 2 sailed
to the last known location of FB
Ramona to find out what was
wrong, only to discover that
none of FB Ramona’s crewmen

is there.

Tan said crewmen of FB
Melissa 2 found two-way radio
equipment and GPS device of
the FB Ramona missing al-
though personal beiongings of
the crewmen were intact.

FB Ramona is part of a tuna
fishing fleet operating in Min-

danao,

‘Apprapriate action’

Tan saild the anti-kidnap-
ping joint Task Force Sulu has
sent forces te possible docking
sites 'in Sulu while the Naval
Task Group Sulu had been in-
structed “to initiate appropri-
ate action for possible intercep-
tion of the perpetrators with

__..,_

the kicnap victims."

He said local authorities had
also been alerted and ordered to
send patrols to Basilan, another
province where Abu Savyaf is
kilown to operate.

Moro aud Iawless groups to
“find it in their hearts" to take
break from committiug Crimes
because the Christmas season
“is closest to the hearts of the
Christians.™

Maybe we can
resume fighting
some other day...

Duterte’s appeal

“T appeal to everyone to Jet
us have a peaceful Christmas,”
he szid, “Maybe we can resume
fighting some other day,” Mr.
Duterte added. -

Kidnappings of boat and car- )
go crewmen by Abu Sayraf and ri
allied punmen continued de- T
spite efforts by the Philippines,
Malaysia and Indonesia tc boj- 458
ster sea security.

Without anv known foreign
suppori, Abu Sayvaf has depend-
ed largely on kidnappings, extor-
don and other acts of banditry to
raise funds. —suLiE aLpaLa wiTH
AP AND AFP INQ

Rodrigo Duterte
Philippine President

SEE _ocal 5285 5295
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On Dec. 17, Duterte said in
hin visit here that he wishes for
a peaceful Christmas ac he
urged communist rebels and
Abu Savvaf to "ralie a vacation.”

He sald he is appealin® 1o
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Standara

Sayyaf suspects abduct
4 crewmen fromPH ship

FOUR crewmen from a Philip-
pine-flagged fishing vessel have
been snatched in waters off Sulu
where Abu Sayyaf islamic mili-
tants have previously taken hos-
tages, the military said Wednesday,

A sister vessel found the un-
manned FB Ramona 2 in the
Celebes Sea emly Tuesday, two
hours after the crew of both ves-
s€ls made their last radio contact,
reglonal military spokesman Ma-
jor Fileman Tan said.

Tan told reporters that seamen
from the sister ship “found all

crews on board missing and the

'VHF Radio/GPS was stolen.”
He said the Filipino boat cap-
tain and three other crew members

were believed to have been abduct-

ed. The area is close to the remote
Sulu island group more than 1,000
kilometers south of Manila. - -
The Sulu group is a strong-
hold of the Abu Sayyaf, which is
Next page

1y'af

From A

page:_ Al

blamed o1 the deadliest bomb-
ings in the Philinpines as well

as the kidnappings

for ransom

of foreign tourisis and Christian

missionaries.

Tan could not immediately say
if the Abu Sayyaf voas involved in

the latest incident.

Security forces have been or-
dered io intercept the kidnappers
if they try to tand in the Suly

group, he added.

The unmanned vessel was part
of a tuna fishing fleet based in
Mindanao. Tan said the crew were

also from the area.

Lasl week military sources said
the Abu Sayyafl still had abour 18
foreign hostages and five local cap-
tives, many of them seized from
vessels off the southern Philippines.

ArP, with Fiorante 5. Soimerin

44

OFFISE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpe.army2012@gmail.com Tei no. (02} 845-2585 Local: 5285, 5285

Lrmy Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.



l o) ., ~rinlrf Ly that (s
Lrnne Vioiae Ry 9028 o aprorif-nfact Lrmmiid
RAL A L L& = B B a

=

1t P nrrie
gripups oF natmnai nros

de: pacna.army2012@gmail.com~ Tel no. (02) §45-8 555 Local: 52858, 5295

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF cePUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email a

t3n rol

N S e W

) /December 2016

S

I
i
!
f

|
I

L
1 By, =

IN BRIEF]

Santa Digong
.- gifts PSG
PRESIDENT Rodrigo Du-

terte distributed cash gifts,
bonuses and educational

- benefits fo the members of

the Presidential Security
Group. : :

" Duterte -gave the mem-
bers of the presidential
guard: a Christmas bo-
nus of P2000, combai
pay, l4th month pay, and
P5,000 from the Office of
the President plus free edu-
cationto their-children.

“As I .have promised, I
will vrork on this and i* wil]
be this year. The education
of the children of soldiers
and the police will be free,
The government will pay,”
ke said,

“Just work. Just remain )
loyal to the Constitution. Do

not be loyal to me. If ] have
committed a grave error,
you can do what you want.
But preserve the presidency
because it is needed by our
country,” he said.

Duterte also acknowl-
edged the SMC Founda-
tion for sharing a gift pack
and a cash gift of P1,000to
each member of the security
‘Eroup. PNA

-
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NPA, MILF, MNLF tinawagan
- ni Digong na maki-Pasko

"NANAWAGAN kahapon. s
Pangulong Rodrlgo Duterte
s& mga rebelde na fumabas
o bumaba sa kanilang mga
pinagkakampuhan at maki-
salo se kanilang mga pamil-
ya2 o sundalo ngayong Pas-
ko.

Cinaws ni Duterte anp pa-
natagan sa ka-81 ni-arber-
saryo na Amed Forces of the

Philippines na ginanap sa Camp

Aguinaldo sa harap na rin fina.

dafing Pangulong Fide! Rarnos,
Gloria Macapagal-Aroyo, daling
Senador Juar Ponce Eniile, mga
ambassatlor rq ibat lbang ban-
5a at lba pa. Kasabay ng pana-

-wagan ng Pangulo s& mga re-

belde ang o pagdadals ng mga
amas 57 kehilang pep-wv. at
hanhafhia;ag ng garanfiva na

.

L

|

walang anomang gagawin sa
kanila ang mga pwersa ng pama-
hataan. natasan din ng Pangulo

~2ng mga sungalo na Luksan ang

kanilang mga kampo at ipaghan-
da ang mya rebelde ng kahit
simpleng pagkain, gaya ng mga
delata bilang ulam, salkaling ma-
ipagita sz halle oy mga I,

Neghayag din & Dutse rg
unilatera! ceasefire sa Disyarr-

2

Pahina.

—_—
bre 23 hanggang 27:at Disyem:
-bre 30 hanggang Enero.2 2017
al umaasa ito ng katumbas na
akswon nn mga rebelde.

Hinikayat din ng Pangulo
ang mga rebeideng Muslim na
Iumabas o bumaba sa kanllang .
mge pamilya at makisalo sa -
Mga sama-samang pagdarasal,
Wala namang ganitong pribi-
lebiyo na foingay ang Panguo
s& mga lerorista at kiminal,

Rui

it j - i . 5285
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WHITE s..ARABAG
President Rodrigo Durterte reviews the

-troops aboard a- mititaryjeep daring the

; ; 81st anniversary rite3 of the Armed Forces

o of the Philippines in Camp Agumaldo.
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SINALUDUHAN ni Presidente:
Rody Duierte ang mga sundalo sa
kanyang pagsalita sa- ika-81 foun-
ding anniversary ng Armed Farces °
of the Philippiwes 88 i
«Camp Aguinaldo.;

kahapon,

{Jack Burgos)
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WHAT'S COCKING
The mobile ki
rity Adviser

¢

| 7 President U:ﬁnw Em_umﬁw a military mobile kitchen turing the 81st anniversary of the Armed Forces of the Philippine
ichen is used in the AFF feeding program for indigents. Alsoin photo are Brig. Gen. Rafael Sera Jose, Defense Secretary Delfi
Hermogenes Esperon Jr., Related story on Page 6. ,

£ 5

s at Camp Aguinaldo yesterday.
n Lorenzana and National Secy-

KRIZJOHM RGZALES

OFFICE OF
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THE NATIONS LEADENG KEWER

METRO COGRNER

Mandatory ROTC (Final)

e ‘ﬁ HE Japanese I'npenal inva-
dsion followed in WWII and
never, as trumpeted by the
witen “far-left” and ulira-national-
ists, due to the US presence. A covert/
tentacular plan was haiched in 1921
with the “Social Problems Research
Institute,” otherwise known as ‘Uni-
versity Lodging House’ in the shadow
of the Imperial Paiace led by Crown
Prince Hirohito, to conquer half of
the world with the “strike North” (So-
viet Union/Siberia) school and “strike
South™ (China/Soutl: EastAsia) school,
This is the rezlity of our strategically
Incated republic. For an archipelago,
we require an effective air force and
navy as first line of defense. The
randem costing of an F-16 C/D: $47
million each; MIG 29K: $46.9 M. A
diesel submarine, German 212/Ital-
ian Todaro: $371 M, We can ill-afford
them. What we are abundant with, to
defend the islands are people. Every
island a fortress. We can build a cred-
ible ‘Reservist Force' with ROTC, and
prepare the entire citizenry as an “in-
visible army” in an invasion scenario.

ROTC must never be viewed as a mere
“military/good citizenship course.” It
is areservist cadre system tobuild the
national defense posture. I recently,
I submitted a 4-page proposal on
Reservist Affairs to the Defense De-
partmente.g. 1) Basic ROTC renamed
as Citizen’'s Army Course/Training
since they do not graduate asofficers.
The Advance Course is ROTC proper
2) Rifle firing included in the Basic
phase 3) Appointed ROTC “Good
Governance Advisor” - priest, or PTA
Member, or Reservist Officer 4) Serial
number of Graduates in the Basie
military course shall be incorporated
in respective “Transcript of Records’
to prevent less, double usage, and
expedite entry into Ready Reserve
Units of the AFP; .5) Referenced from
historical, political and constitutional
grounds, the creation of a second ‘Of-
fice of the AFP Vice Chief of Staff for
Reservists and Citizen Armed Force
Developrment’. Current structure with
a Deputy Chief of Staff for Reservist
Affairs 0-J9, is a demoted office in
contrast to the 1987 -Constitution’s
mandate to buiid-up a Citizen Armed
Force. The error is in overiooking the

20

i

Page:

Constitutional Commissioners intent.
Patent mistalke is in RA 7077 Reservist
Act, when the terms ‘Reservists’ and
‘Citizen Armed Force’ are similarly
defined. The concept constricted with
what should be the “Unifermed Re-
servist Army” as force multiplier, and.
an “Invisible Army” (non-uniformed),

with the citizens themselves as insti-

tutionalized/trained guerilla fighters,
doctors, engineers etc. when “State
functions” cease to exist. Who & which
office is responsible for preparing
all Citizens to defend their homes,
community and country? 6) Simplify
Reservisilequiteiuents; a) Barangay
& NEI Clearance b) Drug test ¢) G-2
clearance d) Health clearance from
provincial hospitals or private doctors
inciuding signed waiver in favor of
the AFP Reservists volunteer talent,
finances, logistics, & networking, why
not their health? 7) Amend RA 10121
NDRRMC Law, Sec. 12. The LDRR-
MOs & BDRRMCs shall organize &
train volunteer Reservist Units under
supervisien by local Army RCDGs,
‘CDCs, efc., 50 overnight, human as-
sistance and disaster response, plus
security is addressed. Eic.
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A PCINT OF AWARENESS

By PRECIQSA § SCLIVEN

A pledige to duty, honor,
ceuntry and God

, (PartI)

Almost daily we see President Ro-
drigo Duterte addressing battalions of
Filipino soldiers all over the country.
His other obsession is to do away
with drug addicts and drug lords. He
promised both soldiers and policemen
a salary increase and yearend bonus.
Lately it was officially announced that
there’s no funding for this. I wonder
to whom these combat personnel owe
final allegiance to, with endless extra
president - ot to

[N S

judical kilhngs, the
God.
The American Caesar
The three great men of the US Mili-
tary Academy (USMA) at “Vest Foint,
New York are honored by their alma
mater by placing their handsome
bronze effigies in strategic places of
the campus. Gen. Patton stands in
front of the old Gothic Library build-
ing. Gen. Dwight Eisenhiower #nd
Gen. Douglas MacArthur, with his
famous commander’s visor cap, ray-
ban glasses and corn-om-the-cob pipe,
stand outside the Gothic castie — like
fortress barracks viewing the daily
activities of the corps of cadets. This
former Superintendent of West Point
more than once flouted academy rujes.
During MacArthur’s vearling vear,
his name as mentioned in an inquiry
into a reveille gun antic. On the night of
April 1s, 1901, several members of the
corps moved the cannon to the superin-
tendent’s lawn and pointed the muzzie
at the front door. Nothing was proved
against Douglas and he escaped disci-
pline. William Manchester in his book,
American Ceasar, Dm.fglz.i:: MacArihur
1880-1964, describes him as “z great
thundering paradox of a man, noble
and ignoble, inspiring and outrageous,
arrogant and shy, the best of men and

OFFICE OF THE A the vzorst of men, the most protean, most

ridiculous and most sublime.”

~ui His'strength of character is trace-
.ib‘le to his dynamic grandfather, Judge
Arthur MacArthur S5 1vhe wvas a mem-
ber of the Suprenme Court of Washing-
ton, D.C. for 18 years. Douglas would
spend his holidays in the \/L‘f-'ashing’wn
residence of his grandfather where, as
an impressionable adolescent, he wit-
nessed an endless navade o pweerfyl
frock-coated men vwho called to confer
wiith the old man. Industriatists, profes-
S0rs, congressmen, senators, cabinet
members, Supreme Court justices.
Douglas’ father, Archur Ma CArthur,
Jt., was amilitary officer, an Annapolis
Naval Academy graduate. Both the
range o5 his knowledge and the isola-
tion of his years on the frontier are
mmportant to an understanding of his
ummense influence on his children.
Douglas eventually inherited over
4,000 books from his father. From him
and them he acquired “a remarkable
vocabulary, a mastery of Victorian
prose, a love of neo-Augustan rheto-
ric, and a ready grasg of theory. From
their father they learned consecration
to duty. Their mother, an Episcopalian
taught them devotion. Do parenr::
believed in absolute triumph over all
obstacles, a concept which was more
realistic then than now.”
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Among the first graduate of thelPCﬁ;,

B.Gen. Arthur MacArthur named
military governor of Manila
Cuba fell in July 1898, and on
ugust 4, Brigadier General Arthur
lacArthur Jr. led 4,800 volunteers
shore at Cavite, south of Manila.
hey were the spearhead of an 11,000 -

ian expeditionary force commanded
y Major General Wesley Merritt
JSMA superintendent, 1582-1887),
‘hich with their allies, Filipino rebels
ymmanded by Emilio Aguinaido im-
iediately occupied the capital. When
te Spanish captain-general capitu-
ted nine days later — US casualties
ad been 13 killed and 57 wounded

Merritt praised the “outstanding”
-ork of the striking force and the
yallantry and excellent judgment” of
3 brigadier. -~ | )

He then'named Arthur provost
arshal general and military gover-
51 of Manila, an appointment which
as received with vast pride by the
lacArthur family, including ensign
rthur I1, who had fought on the gun-
sat Vixen at Santiago and who was
ow stationed on a warship off Luzon.

Gen. Dougies Machrthur, -~
chosen architect of Philippines’
defense by President Quezon
to prepare for independence

On November 13, 1935, the Philip-
e Commonwealth was inaugurated
ith Manuel L. Quezon as the first 2lec-
ve president. Quezon convinced ther.

sen. Douglas MacArthur to build the |
ountry’s defense forces. MacArthur |

\ad just retired as US Army Chief of |

taff, and as the chosen architect of i
‘hilippines’ defense svstem, he was
onferred the rank of Field Marshal by
resident Quezon. MacArthur brought
long two outstanding young US Army
fficers — Dwight D). Eisenhower and
Aajor James Ord to assist him.

Later, Navy Lt. Sidney Huff joined
AacArthur's stafl as naval adviser.
ogether, they formulated the Natjonal
jefense Act, alsc known as Common-
vealth Act Na. 1, the first law passed
v the Commonwealth legislature.
'his included Special Orders No. 121
f the Commonwealth Army Head-
juarters, which instituted the four-
‘ear curriculum of the PMA to train
uture officers of the Philippine Army.

The Philippine Military Academy
(PMA) dubbed the ‘West Point”
of the Phitippines

Buiefly, the defense concept as em-
bodied in this Act was patterned after
the Citizen army system of conscription
to Switzerland. The Philippines was di-

vided into 10 military areas. Each.area -

IF % S, B W
FLEniy 1. fanli (r'.amcd o

was to train in its respective training .-

cadres about 4,000 trainees a year.

A small regular force, initially from
the constabulary was charged with the
training program. To provide for train-
ing of future regular officers in consider-
able humber, the Constabulary Academy
at Camp Allen in Baguio wasmoved to 2
more sujtable area at Forbes Park, alsoin
Baguio, and expanded to the Philippine
Military Academy, designed to adopt the
West Point curriculum. _

. The PMA was' expected to open in
June 1936 under a four-year cOurse,

i founded by Brig. Gen. Henry T. Allen

were Minor L. Stephens, Williams Doser
and Dorr Malone. Later, it was opened

for qualified Filipino cadets and among

the first to graduate were Jose P. Misa,
Jose Velasquez and Mauro Arlegul. It
was transferred later to Baguio at Camp
aftar itg founder
who belongs to USMA Class 1882).
Among, former PC Chiefs who were
graduates of West Point that influenced
PCA were Brig. Gen. Harry H. Bran- .
doltz, Class 1890 and Brig. Gen. Rafael
Crame, the first Filipino to become PC
chief from 1971 to 1972. One of the first
Filipinos to graduate {rui West Point
was Brig. Gen. Vicente Lim who was
a classmaie of Gen. Eisenhower, Class
1914. The tradition of sending the most

outstanding plebes at PMA to the US

. gervice academies at West Point and

replacing the three-vear curriculum

of the old Constabulary Academy. To
supplement the ground forces, a naval-
branch-to-be, calred the Off Shore Patrol

Ll
L

{QSP), would be organized. he Q5P

was expected o be able to man, during
the pext 10 veare, a flest of about 50 fast.
motor torpedao baats similar o those aF
the British Navv,

An air branch was also provided
for with a projected strength of abeut
250 planes after the termination of the
Commonv-ealth period. By 1946, when
the Philippines was expected to become
independent, the government would
have trained about 400,000 men - good
for 40 divisions.

According to Commodore Ramon
Alcaraz, one of the first PMA graduates
of 1940, he and 199 other successful
examinees were appointed ¢ cadets of

the PMA under Major General Paulino

5. Santos, Chief of Staff of the Army of |

the Commonwealth of the Philippines ;7
- liven@yahoo.cont)

effective June 15, 1936.

A
A

Annapolis started in 1937.
The 3 hallowed words
that reverently dictate
what you ought to be
When Japan attacked, he led us back
to victory. . .When Korea exploded,
we turned to him again . . .To this day
there are those v7ho think he was &
dangerous aemagogue and others who
say he was one of the greatest men
who ever lived. Addressing a thou-
sand US Military graduates of West
Point, Gen. Douglas MacArthur stated
“The long gray line has never failed
those thundering magic words: Duty,
Honot, Country. We are not warmon-
cers but soldiers in search for peace
ready o suffer the deepest wounds of
war. From your ranks come the great
captains.who will hold the nation’s
destinv in their hands the moment waz
comes in sound.”
(Part IT - “Filipinos at West Point”)
(For teedback emaif to precious.so-
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Army vision: By 2028, 2 world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

ONLINE NEWS
22 DECEMBER 2016
http://dwdd com.ph/
AFP 81st Anniversary | Conquering
Challenges, Harnessing Change

Alvin Santiago

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDO, Quezon City (DWDD) - The Armed Forces of the Philippines is
celebrated its 81st Founding Anniversary with the theme: “Conquering Challenges, Harnessing Change.’

The event was very simple but meaningful and manifested the AFP’s gratitude to the Filipino people and its
readiness to serve with pride as a partner in peace, security, and nation-puilding.

President and AFP Commander-in-Chief GenRodrigo Roa Duterte served as the Guest of Honor and
Spegkers A Parzde ang Revievw veas giver thve Shief Execulive al the Generar headguariers Granasians &

Camp Gen Emilic Aguinalde, Quezon City.

AFP Chief of Staff Lt Gen Eduarde Ano led the main program with an awarding ceremony thai recognized
soidiers who accomplished great feats in the various areas of miiitary service. This included two Outstanding

Achievement Medals, One Distinguished Conduct Star, and two Gold Corss Medals, among others.

“We dedicate our efforts today tc the Filipinc people we have sworn 1o serve and protect, and this we have
done each year with dedication and pride, as il is a facl that only with their unyielding support that we as an
institution came to where we are now,” Lt Gen Ano added. AES /f ALS / MCAG | RTVM
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COL NESTOR B BAUTISTA 0-82233 {PA) Ret
Outstanding Achievement Medal (OAM) - For extraordinary and distinguished service rendered as host t¢ the
Philippine-Australia Defense Cooperation Program scholars comprised of a total of 535 Officers, Enlisted
Fersonnel, cadets and civilian employees who underwent the Australian Familiarization Course at Royal
Austraiian Air Force Base, Laverton from 28 March 2005 to 19 March 2016 . Their most welcomed gesture of
cooperation and voluntary services, coupled with their priceless gift of friendship were truly endearing to the
countiess AFP-DND personnel whose lives were greatly touched and enhanced by them.

MAJ DENNIS G GUILLERMO O-13281 PA
QOutstanding Achievement Medal (OAM) — For extraordinary and distinguished service rendered as Project
Officer of the joint intelfigence operation that resulted to the successful neutralization of three (3) members of
Maute and Tokboy Groups responsible in the Davao City Market Bombing and the recovery of high-powered
firearms and different materials for Improvised Explosive Device.

iTJG REGINALD ki BALIDOC G-16508 Fi
Distinguished Conduct Star (DCS) — For acts of conspicuous courage and gallantry in the face of an armed
enemy during an encounter against more or less 50 Foreign and Local Terrorist Organization members under
Omarkhayam and Abdullah Maute at the Ragayan, Butig Lanao Del Sur that inflicted heavy casuaities {o the
enemy thereby showcasing extreme stability under fire and keeping up with the finest traditions of Filipino
soldiery.

LT JAY L MARAVILLA O-16408 PA
Gold Cross - For gallantry in action during an encounter against more or iess 100 fully armed Abu Sayyaf
Group who were involved in several high-profile Kidnappings at SitioMakaita, BrgyBungkaong, Patikui, Suiu
that inflicted heavy casualties to the enemy and recovery of numerous war materials through superb combat

eie-pW v

Cpl Felipe C Barbadillc 871275 PN (M)

Geld Cross - Fer gallantry in actior while serving as the Lead Sniper of Special Operations Platoon of iMarine
Battalion Landing Team-6 tasked as main effort to conduct law enforcement patrol to neutralize the armed
group of JaafarSabiwangMaguid, a local terrorsit believed to be linked with the foreign terrorist group SIS at
Sinapingan, BrgyButrilPalimbang, Sultan Kudarat
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AWARDING CEREMONY | 1st PRRD Fellowship
Golf Tournament

Alvin Santiago

AFP General Headquarters, Camp Emilio Aguinaido, Quezon City (DWDD) -
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte reignited his support to both the Philippine Naticnal
Police (PNP} and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in the fight against crime
and corruption during the awarding ceremony of the 1st PRRD Fellowship Golf
Tournament at Camp Emilio Aguinaido in Quezon City.

The President specified illegal drugs and armed rebels as the major problems faced by the country. He
presented a thick ream of paper and said that it contains the list of politicians (from local government ieaders to
major legislators) as well as private individuals and government law enforcers involved in the Hllegal drug trade.

President Duterie also spoke about the armed insurgents in Mindanao and said that having 2 federal type of

government will appsase the root of the probiem. ioro nationelism. He aisc wamed that tie sysch to
federaliom must be studied carefully o avoid such pitfalls, such as the pureily pariiamentary system of the
United Kingdom that fimits the power of the country's leader especially in responding to crises.

He aiso reiterated the administration’s investment of one billion pesos to purchase medicine for people with
medical receipts but are in need of money. The President added that he hoped to continue this project next

year by allocating resources from the 2017 budgst.

President Duterte also spoke about his plans againsit “endo’ or coniractual employment and said that
aducation becomes futile without a stable job. He added, “We have tc improve the economy. | have toc improve

the country.”

The President also gave his support on family planning and said that it is a practicat way of managing the
population to a stable ievel.

ieTore h[S speech, the President led the awarding ceremony of the golf tournament. The Philippine Army (PA)
“eam 1. ied bv Li. Gen. Glorioso Miranda, was awarded the champion’s cup and PhP 300,000,

"he 1st PRRD Fellowship Golf Tournament was hosted by the PNP and the AFP in an effort to solidify ties
.etween the two and encourage recreation through competition. RTVM / MCAG
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AFP chief Ano cites solid peace gains as military
celebrates 81st founding anniversary

MANILA, Dzc. 21 (PNA) -- As the Armed Forces of the Philippines celebrates its 81st founding anniversary
Wednesday, AFP chief-of-staff Lt. Gen. Eduardo Afio said the military has made solid gains in winning the

peace and preserving strong alliances.

"in the area of internal security, to-date, 71 provinces are now Conflict-Manageable and Ready for Further
Development, with six more provinces declared in 2016, namely: Agusan Del Norte, Sungao Del Sur, Agusan
Del Sur, Compostela Valley, Quezon Province and Occidental Mindoro," he said.

The AFP chief alsc said the impact of Internal Peace Security Program "Bayanihan" was felf across the
Philippines islands, as the whole-of-nation approach to the challenge of winning the peace has forged dynamic

partnerships to enable far-flung and indigenous communities.

The latter aims to “provide the strategic guidance in the performance of (the AFP’s) mandated functions of
protecting the state and the people. It shall help AFP units in planning for and coniributing to the attainment of

internai peace and security,” he said.
"Dayaninan” was irst impiemenied on Dec. ZZ, 2010 and s schegueo 10 ena this vear.

"Momentum s our side and we are setting our sights on doing more In the days ahead. With the AFP's track
record over the [ast eight decades, the current and future goals can only mean good things for cur country and

our people” Afip said. (PNA)
LGI/PFN
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AFP AT 81 | 403Bde shares the joy of
Christmas

Lui Claudio

FYARY gy, IMPALAMBONG, Malaybalay City — The 403rd Infantry
' : (Peacemaker) Brigade commemaorated the Armed Forces
of the Philippines’ 81st Founding Anniversary by sharing
the Christmas joy with the chiidren of BCT Elementary
School in Barangay Impalambong, Malaybaiay City,
Bukidnon vesterday, December 20, 2018.

Together with Jollibee Malaybalay City Branch, the 403Bde conducted a Christmas Party for 64 kindergarten
pupils of BCT Elementary School in commemoration of the AFP anniversary which was highlighted with the
giving of toys, food sharing, mascot show, and parlor games — simple aciivity that has definitely marked a

beautiful and unforgettable memory for the kids.

The activity ended before lunch after the Christmas message of Col Eric
C Vinoya, 403Bde Commander, wherein he said, "I would like to thank
everyone for making this Christmas activity happier and merrier than ever
for our chiidren. This is how we always wanted to celebrate the AFP
anniversary — io celebraie it with the peopie whom we dedicate our
sarvice. iay our Anniversary anu the Christmas ceiepration alwavs
remind us of s message that Peace, Unity, and Solidarity shali reign in
our hearts. God bless, and Happy 81st Anniversary to our AFP, and

Merry Christmas to everyone.”

Just a day before this activity on December 19, 20186, the 403rd Infantry Brigade conducted a bloodletting
activity inside its Headquarters in coordination with the Philippine Red Cross in Malaybalay City. A total of
9,000cc of assorted types of blood were donated by its soldiers that shall benefit the patienis in nearby

hospitals in Bukidnon.
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3 courageous troopers awarded with major military medals
during AFP's 81st founding anniversary

Philippine News Agency

2 and gallantry in combat, three military personnel wera conferred with three major

These men were Lt. (JG) Reginald M. Balidoc, of the Philippine Navy; 1st Lt. Jay L. Maravilla, of the Philippine
Army; and Cpl. Felipe C. Barbadillo, of the Philippine Marine Corps.

They were decorated by President Rodrige Duterte during Wednesday's awarding ceremonies.
He was assisted Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana.

Balidoc was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Star while Maravilla and Bardadilio were both given the Gold

Cross Medal.

The former, who is & member of the Navy Special Operations Group and & member of Philipping Mililary
Academy Class of 2011, was given the Distinguished Conduct Star for "acts of conspicious courage and
gallantry in the face of an armed enemy during an encounter against more or iess 50 foreign and local terrorist

organization members underOmarkhayam and Abdullah Maute at the Ragayan, Butig, Lanac Del Sur on Feb.

25, 2016 that inflicted heavy casualties to the enemy thereby showcasing extreme stahilify under fire and
keeping up with the finest iraditions of Filipinc soidiery.”

Baiidoc is aiso the team ieader of Navai Special Operations Unii-8.

The Distinguished Conduct Star is given to military personnel of the AFP for singular/personal acts of
conspicious courage and gallantry in the face of armed enemy.

Maravilla, 2 Bachelor of Science of Biology graduate, was conferred the Gold Cross Medal, "for gallantry in
action during an encounter against more or less 100 fully armed Abu Sayyaf Group who were involved in
several high-profile kidnappings at Sitio Makaita, Barangay Bungkaong, Patikul, Sulu last Aug. 26, 2016 that
inflicted heavy casualties o the enemy and recovery of numerous war materiel through superb combat

ieadership and tactical acumen.”

The Gold Cross Medal is usually handed to military personnel of the AFP for singuiar/personal acts of gallantry
in action not warranting the award of the Distinguished Conduci Star.

Barbadilio was also given this medal for gallantry in action while serving as the lsading sniper of the Special
Operations Platoon of the Marine Landing Team-6 tasked as main effort to conduct law enforcement patroi to
seutralize the armed group of Jaafar Sabiwang Maguid, a local terrorist believed to be linked with the foreign

lerrorist group 1SIS at Sinapingan, Barangay Butril Palimbang, Sultan Kudarat last Nov, 26, 2015,
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AVP CATEGORY | PSG bags 2nd place at the
AFP Photo Contest

Lui Claudio

CAMP GEN EMILIO AGUINALDQO, Quezon City (DWDD) - The Armed
Forces of the Philippines, the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Civil
Military Operations {J7), AFP Public Affairs Office (AFP-PAQ) and Lente
Images Philippines Inc. held the awarding ceremony for the AFP@81

Photo Contest.

The Awarding Ceremony was held at the Tejeros Hall, AFP
Commissioned Officers Club (AFPCOC) in Camp Gen Emilio Aguinaldo,

Quezon City, yesterday, December 20, 2016.

The Theme for this year's celebration: AFP at 81 “Conquering Challenges, Harnessing Change”

At the Audio Visual Presentation (AVP) category the Presidential Security Group (PSG) won 2”dplace. On the
other hand, the Command an< General Staff Coliege (CGSC) bags the first place.
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‘Spend Christmas with your families,' Duterte
urges rebels

By: interAksyon.com
Neramber 212017 5:37 PM

MANILA, Philippines - President Rodrigo Duterte urged fighters of the New People’s Army, the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front and Moro National Liberation Front to come down from the hills and spend the holidays with

their families as he guaranteed their safety.
Speaking at the 81st founding anniversary of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, Duterte also declared

ceasefires for Christmas -- from December 23 tc 27 - and New Year's --from December 31 to January 2 or 3,
"depende na lang po sa (depending on the) response from those whom we wish to embrace as brothers.”

However, he said. there would be no letup in operations against criminal and local or foreign terrorist groups,
speciically mentioning the Abu Sayyaf anc the lviaute Group.
The government and communist rebels actuaily have separate unilateral ceasefires in place, declared to mark

asefire

the resumption of formal peace negotiations in Augusi. However, efforts to forge a bilateral cease
agreement have hit snags over the continued detention of more than 400 political prisoners and what the
rebels claim are continued counterinsurgency operations and human rights violations by the military.

Duterte asked the NPA to “leave your arms where they are and you can come down” and visit their families “at
kung magsalubong kayo ng sundalo ... magkamay nea fang kaye o ‘pag avaw mo, huwag mo na lang
tingnan (and if you happen to meet a soidier ... just shake hands or, if you don't want to, don’t look at him).’

As for the MILF and MNLF, he invited them to do the same saying “we would like you io share the moment
with us” even if Christmas is a Christian celebration.

Duterte said the talks with the communists were “going well,” disclosing he talked to Communist Party of the
Philippines founder Jose Ma. Sison "the other night,” adding that he hoped the intelligence services “listened
carefully” lest he become the subject of intrigue for making concessions to the rebels.

But while saying “nakakatamad mag-away ng Pasko (it is wearisome to be fighting on Christmas),” for terror
and criminal groups like the Maute, which he accused of the recent burning of buses in Mindanao, he vowed

there would be “no guarters given, no guariers asked.”
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