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safer in his first ever Christm

i Duterte urged the nation
 to reflect on the significance
i ofithe birth of Christ, as he

“all threat groups: -~~~

+ “The true essence of
. Christmas is, thus, built on
_ the message of both peace
jand generosity. Peace re-

| mains as one of my main.

m G ; 2 %
e D

proffered an olive branch. to-

B b, b Vg Y R

ing the:extra mile to offer the
olive branch of peace to all,”
Duterte said’in a statement
‘released.on Christmas Eve. .
. #“Generosity, on the other
hand, 15 sharmg what we have
‘with the poor, the downtrod-
den, and the marginalized, As
your President, I will bring
food on the table; create more

 thrusts'in goyernance. We, -job opportunities; and make

. in the government, are walk-

political settlement that will be

our people feel safer and more

attaining inclusive economic

acceptable to-allMoro groups: growthHe also egiled on Fili-

to put an end to the decades-"

old conflict in Mindanao.
Duterte’s economic team is

also planning to pull nine mil:

lion Filipinos ‘out 6f poverty

by boosting agriculturé and
manufacturing and'bysinyvest- 1
+ “'Christinas is alse a season of

ing ininfrastructure. -
He is hopeful that Christ-
maswill serve as an ispiration

in bringing lasting peace andin *

pinos to “join hands. to build
a )hlieaceful ang progressive
 Lhilippimes /- £

: 4 ”p@tﬁr celobzation of Christ-

.masisithe world’s longest — a

& ‘testament th‘éf*‘-ﬁr_ia, Filipinos,

‘ate a peace-lpving nation.

giving and sharing, This won-

. derful feeling is seen in the

“faces ‘of our-hopeful children,

Gt . "o By ALEXISROMERO S i

. President Duterte vowedito create jobs; grow the economy-and makeithe:country
as message as chief executive. =~ . . < 0

comfortable,” he added.

mi% AL
A ¥

‘The Duterte administra-

‘tion has resumed peace talks

with.communists, three years
after the negotiations bogged
down because of disagree-
ments over the demand to
release ‘rebel leaders with
criminal cases.

, The President has also
vowed to work for a lasting

2 : Turn to Page 2

and ‘retlects in the
+-hearts ofiour loving
‘:and! cheerful fam-:
‘tly. members. and
friends,” the-Presis
dentsaid« s L7
- T join: theFili~
pino nation in cel-
" ebrating this year’s
most festive ‘sea-
son. As»we gather
with ourtamiily and
loved onésylet us
reflect the. signifi-
cance of the birth of
Christ. The Nativity
story of iore than
2,000 years ago is
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. observed by the Chnshan faith mostly from outside Davao

i asageason of peace,” headded: ‘
| DRuterte said he wishes [ « ‘o
' peaee, order and progress for '
' the Philippines this yuletide
_ season.. L
~The Philippines is a pre-
dommanﬂy Christian coun
with more than 85 percent of
the Ppopulation adﬁermg to
the faith. ; :
Santa to
_cancer kids
In Davao Clty, Pres1dent _
Duterte played Santa Claus.
to cancer-stricken children at' .
the'“House of Hope/ a dor-

.........

- mitory-like. two-storybmldmg
within the Southern Philippine
tMeﬁmcal Cetiter (SPMC); heret..‘B&’"“f’ [se ‘ £
on ChristmasEve. talked v ent, . b ; he
‘The President has been a })atlent ﬁ‘, T 5" as he also VJ,S‘}tS the V\rfard sec- « ‘grthopedm;;stmlite ek anéye

ddmg’ i:hese rounds for the "+ Leépolgo aVega, SPMC -tion, where patients happen
longest time, hever: mi ﬁmg exqe tive, director, said ‘the . E‘a >'be. Gﬁmﬁnga “at hngt)rlilas mcer}:ﬁ; r;:ge;c]?r_hfkgg én iy
Ethe cﬁmce to spend:the holi- - clu_lc{ren w S 1@045 for ,lard 2 i e;g Végga sa}(dg; ' - ing the: SPMC C@m%f Up': %wth
day§ with sick chll_dre? at the to Dutertgﬁ vxsﬁ, e*}ﬂn W“heg:( ;_Ehe President 1s a perma— specialized' services as we al-
,"tranment home. - he was still -mayor, 4%11 more nent fixture” at, the SPMC,, teady haye-a Mindanao Heart
The"Premclent brought h%l 50 nowW thafheas,‘th munti?y* 'S v,lsﬁmg patients in the other, Center and soon we will have
1dg§%cheer to the: chxld;l;eﬁ? President:sj R e wards of the hospital. " other.areas of Spec1a11za‘f16n 2
throtigh food and toys, as.he " “There is noﬂhmg Newto  The House of Hope has-‘-'yegé said s ke as
talways did in the past yéa.t!ﬁaézfﬁt He?ﬁ s ameys Deen do- served about 2,700 patients ~ "SPMCis Mindanao’s Ia;;gest
mayg of Davao City. = - ing that.Playihg Sé.ﬁtawuig{ eand 4,000 caregivers, since it xpubhc hospital:

Pres1denfa3‘1ugged and chﬂdl%n v~;1th cancer:-I'ha 5, bagan in 2007. The pahen’cs = foh Edlfh Regalado

]
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__ EV@ attack..
16 wounded
in Cotabata

By, JOHN UNSON ol

NORTH COTABATO S;xxe
teen were hult in a grenad’é
explosion i the vicmity of a
Catholic church in Midsayap |
tﬂwﬁ_é’c 9:30'p.m. Saturday, as |

le were attending.a mass |

’eo celebrate Chrlstmas
ators sz twp men:

on *a” mo‘re cyclé' obbed the
grenade at the entrance of the
AI‘ChleCE“:aIl Shrine of Sto.
3 Turn to Pages

i FIOUP.

: Wi’lﬁ i the first'd
esattiack. **Wble the BIFF operates
] tﬁe“aﬁaﬂc fMagumdanaean !
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jQUI_i}ZbN":ﬁity policemen arrested.
!fo;ur‘. persons implicated in a

shooting incident, including an

Army ‘and a 'police officer.

The suspects' ‘were identified as
{Ardulkadil Kadir Usman; 52 a stuff
|sengeant of the Philippine Army and a

regident. of 17-A: Basilan St:; PO1 Ra-:

I]Jeb Usman, 31, assigned  at. Caloocan
| %tﬁ;l’ty,iqe, Station and aresident. of
'security guard, of 10 Basilan St Ma.

f Euj?_i‘_.PEsanﬂa‘]iIﬁ:“ 35, driver, of 112
: Lanag ‘8t,,’ all of Salaam Compound, -
Co ST he sugpects, Tsman, P01 Usman sed

i Bgy:iCuliat," Q@i = =
| Slain during the shooting were Ab-
. dushakur: Bawaduli, alias “Tang?, 31;

-0l .30 Basilan .S, 504-G; and Benjie:

' Katol, 24; of 122, Libyan St., also of
; Salaam Compound. - Fong
The ‘wounded victims ‘were identi-
: fied as Thong Jadid Galmak, 21, of 10
' Basilan St., l% ] :
11 Maguindanao St., Salaam Com-

pound;, and PO3 Nelson Abejo: Jr.,. 38,.

. 8 member the of responding QCPD-
( BWAT team: ~. 0+
on Dec. 23, 2016-at about 12:30 p.m.
in front. of 17 Basilan St., Salaam
Compound. . o :
Police said Usman allegedly. shot
victim Bawaduli while the.other three
suspects -- POl Raheb Usman, Thong

' Kusain, Maguid Pasandalan and Ben--

jie Katol --" positioned themselves a
' few meters .away as lookout, also shot
the victim.- . =

" Usman proceeded to the balcony of

..Army, police officer, 2 others
linked to OC shooting |

:the: second floor of one of the Houses

‘Basilan St Thong . Kusain, 45,

imar Adjah Jamiri, 29, of.

port said the incident'héﬁpened o

e

(SR .

o

and. fired indiscriminately. hitting

three. men, who were walking along,

Basilan Street. 7 Ry
A QCPD SWAT team, together with

- P8-3operatives, responded to: the
~seene. During the shootout with the
suspects, PO3 Nelson-Abejo Jr, “was:

hit on the right side of his neck and
shoulder. He was rushed to New Era

-Hospital and was: later transferred ‘to

PNP General Hospital. 2k
. After a brief negotiation ‘hetween
PS-3, commander Supt, Mendggga with

Kusain voluntarily surrendersd, while:
suspect Pasandalan was arrested along
Basilan '8t.. Katol was. killed during
the shootout. : -
Recovered at the crime scene were
17 fired cartridge cases for cal .45,
three fired cartridge cases for cal.
5.56mm, five fired cartridge cases for
cal, 40, seven fired cartridge cases for

~cal, 9mm, 12 deformed fired bullets, a
. fired ‘bullet and a metal bullet jacket:

for unknown caliber of firearm, v
Evidence recovered at the second
floor of the house at 13 Basilan Street
were a_.bushmaster cal. 5.56mm load-
ed with 26 live ammunition, a sarcil-
mas 12-gauge shotgun with six live
-ammunition, a cal. 45 1911 Taurus
with one magazine loaded with six live
ammunition, two magazine for Glock
cal. 40 with 18 live ammunition and
three magazines for:cal. 5.56mm load-
ed with 87 live ‘ammunition. "~ = . °

% Melnie Ragasa-~Jimena

¥ i
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AFP ‘hails hlke in

A.FP pubhc affa;rs ofﬁce“

THE Armed F@rces of the

. Philippines said the decision

g tlei'leld

of President Rodrigo Duterte
to increase the gratuity of

Medal of Valor awardees from -

P25,000 ,to P75,000. effective,
next month shows the Chief
Executive’s appremation for the
sacrifices and bravery, shown
by Filipino soldiers in the bata

chief Col. Edgaxd Arevalo said
thig will inspire soldiers to per-
form even better. ...

“Thls shows the Chief Exacu~
tlve 5 appreciation of “the heroism

and gallantry of our soldiers in ..
the field; especially those whose

bravery have earned them . the
Medal of Valot, our highest dec-

. oration and honor in combat,”

" “This also sefves as a chal-

lenge for our troops to do their

utmost in securing the peace
and fighting enemies of the
state,” he added.

The Medal of Valor is then na-
tion’s highest combat medal,
‘having being awarded to only

40 military petsonnel, of wh1ch ,
. 17 are still alive. -

l of Valor cash award

“Arevalo sa1d

Of those who are st111 ahve,
six are still in the active ser-
vice, namely Col. Bartolome
Bacarro, Col, Custodio Parcon,
Col. Cirilito Sobejana, Brig:
Gen. Noel Buan, Lt. Col. Her-
bert Dilag, and Capt. Robert
Salvador. :

“This is an early Chnstmas :
gift. It-will be a big help for our

~ famnilies,” Bacarro said, PNA'
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| <71 probinsya communist
| insurgency free na’ — AFP

Duterte” sa pagdlnwang “’nasa ani’m pang pralyin-
"‘ﬂg‘ tka-81-taong aniber—-sya- ang nafdeklarang
nallms na sa hanay ng yo ng Armed-Forces kontrolado na ang;pom-
karahasang inihahasik t e Phlllppines (AFP) 1

ng.mga rebeldeng New - kamakaUan na maitutu- -
Paople s Army (NPA). ring-na ‘conflict manage-
‘Sinabi ‘ni Armed able’ at handa na sa dgl /
Forces ‘of the Philip- pagsulong: ‘ng:kaunlaran. ‘Sug £om

‘Umaaf:oi nE, a'él 71
‘ ng

I

! pines Chief of Staff Gen, ang mga- lalawigapg Quezon
! Eduardo Afio sa ulat nito is sa ‘matitind] g - Mm i
| kay Pangulong Rodrigo an at terorismo. . Sif
ol S i'na inihahasik ng.mga.. pa diriw

9.
rebeldeng komunista. mvprsary ay kanllang
Ayon kay Afio, sa - maipagmamalaki ang
taong 2016 Iamang ay patuloy na‘tagumpay

- sa mls_yong malpatupad
at mapanatlll -ang ma-
" tibay na alyansa para
.‘ sa ikatatamo ng.kapa-

f
i

= Idlhagdag pa ng opis-
i ya] na ipagpapatuloy
! nito ang paghafap sa
f mga hamon para higit
an mapatatag ang

@ﬂ&f bloy EaptopinsT
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BIFF blocks. |

Cotabato to GenS

U rxu“

GUIIQT)ULTINGAN Magﬁ“

indanao (PNA) = More troops
were deployed along portions:
of the Cotabato-General Santos
City highway in Maguindanao
aftathelements of the outlawed
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

ighters (BIFF) blocked part of

'thé#  major thoroughfare in Ba--

rangay Baganin Guindulungan
itown® for about three hours at
‘dawn Saturday.

" 'The blockade, which was set
up at around 3 a.m., was taken
down by the BIEF’bandits atthe

‘break of dawn after sensing that
government troops were about
to arrive from Shariff Aguak

'phones Dot

f ahours

'“We were ttﬂd not' ’to run or
wawﬂl be shot,” Said also said,

“adding that other ssenger
. vans were, stop t told to

3 return

and from Gumdulungan s town

_proper.
When they . amved soldiers
from the First Mechanized In-
fantry Battalion and 19th Infan-
try Battalion found three trailer

LAy g

truﬁ&‘,”a‘y sedl
a car traversiﬂg the national
highway were agged down by
armed men. The four drivers and
their companions were ordered
by the armed group to vacate the
vehicles and to just stay.on the
side of the road. .

One of the drivers, who re-
fused to give his identity for secu-
rity reasons, said the armed men

pointed their guns at them,

~ “Itwas a case of sabotage for
the hnlldays » said Chief Inspec-

“tor Zukarnain Kunakon Guin-

trucks and a private car that

were left in the middle of the

road, and may have been used

" as blockade by -about 40 BIFF

i armed men.

One ‘of the truck drivers,

- Isah Said, told reporters he and
. other matorists were told to go

down their vehicles by men in
fatigue uniform at about 3 a.m.
“I thought they were soldiers
so we abide only to be told to
stay beside the highway if we

~ want to survive,” he said. “They
" took our ignition keys and cell-

dulungan town police chlef who

personéllyaccompamed soldiers

at the site after sunrise.
“Every start or end of spe-

cial events like Ramadhaq and.

Christmas, they do that, (it wass)
good now nobody was shot 4
Kunakon said. ;

.Abu Misry Mama, speaking
for the BIFF, admitted his'group
was behind the blocking of the
highway. “We have information
Army intelligence officers will
pass by,” he said. “There could
have been encounters had any
intelligence officer pass by,” he
added. . *

.-

Page:
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Thousands ﬂee ‘Nina’

DARAGA Albay — Bables, tuddlers

and-old people were loaded:onto mil-

1tarytrucks in pouringrainin the Phil-

ippines on Sunday. as tens of thou- ..
sands fled the path of a powgrful ty-
_phoon barrelling towards the disaster-'

prone archipelago.= = -

Ofﬁmalswamed'afstormsurgesup’tq
2.5-metres (eight- feef} high, landslides

and flash floodsiasNiria closed in onvthe

Bicol penmsula andsearby islands,
“The on threat, on“one of the
bsggesthohdays in the mainly.Christian

- nation; mggeredmss evicuatioris that

eventually dlaplace

. hundreds-of thousands.of people.-

One provincial governcroffered roast
pigatevacuationcenters to enticepeople
to forsake celebrations at home.

“We went around with megaphones
and gave instructionsto ourpeople toeat

breakfast pack and-board the military .

trucks,” Alberto Lindo, an official of Al-

' cala, a farming village of 3,300 people
; near the active May on volcano, told AFD:

About 100 babues, toddlers, parents

. and elderly people were the first to be

. trucked off to a school some seven kilo-

metres (four miles) away as ram and:-

strong winds shook trees at midday.
“There are large ash deposits on the

' slopes (of Mayon). Heavy rain can dis-

lodge them and bury ourhomesinmud,”

i Lindo added. -

Philippine and-international weather

services saxd Nock—Ten, named after a
bird founq in Laos, was set o hit Bicol

" onthesouth of the: ma.m:sland @f Luzon

on Sundayevenmg T

- “Forced’ evacuation -
“The USJomt Typhoon Warning Cen-

- “ter.has forecast sustained winds.of 231
* kilometres(144miles) an hourand guists
" of278 km when Nock-Ten makes land-

fall at the now-isolated island province

‘of Catanduaries, hotrieto 250, 000 peo~

ple

-~ "~The govermnenthasforced mote than
-12,000.residents to move away from the
.~ Catanduanes coastafter the stateweath-

erservicewarned thelandfall couldbeas
early as 6:00 pm (1000 GMT), said pro-
vincial vice governor Shirley Abundo.
“Please evacuatenow while you still
have time,” she said in alive appeal on

ABS-CBN television. o
“InCamarines Surprovince near Cat—
anduanes, governozn el Villafuerte

said-on his Facebook.page that nearly
90;000 residents have beenevacuated as
part of his goal to achieve “zero casual-

Inanother poston Twitter, the gover-
norhinted atthe difficulty of convincing
people to recognize the approachmg
dar 1ger amid-therevelry

“Please evacuate, we will offer roast
pigatthe evacuationcentres,” he tweet-
ed 3 AFP

N

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

Jo



Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

I OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

2(0 December 2016

TR T v,

Suspect in BIR exec’s :slay.falls

i of Sampaloc St ‘“Bgy diately responded’ -and " faced serial number, with iticed the resemblance’ of
By MELNIE % Batasan Hills, QC. | saw a man wearing a,magazine loaded with hisiface with the artiat’s
RAGASA'-"MENA Invesngahm showed green Army shirt ‘and . two live bullets, a hand sketch of the suspect in

'QUEZON City Police. that @IDU operatives, led short pants, carrying a’ grenade, a firearm hol- . the killing of Jonas  Amo-

District (QCPD) direc- by SPO3 Roberto Rami-: black s]mg bag and: hold- ster and 58 live a.mmum. ra; BIR Region 8 direc-
i tor- Chief Sup‘t. ‘Guill- - rez;were conducﬁmg -an' ing a gun. “tion for cal 45. <, 'tor To confirm their sus-
i ermo Lo:renzo T. Elea-: “anti-¢ ity patral on The dpohcemen ap- . The operatives also. picion, they called-up. the.
| zar:shas announced  board & police mobile on proached the man and recovered-at the scene witnesses, who upon see-
the .arrest, of.the .al- Dec 23, 2016 at 340 p.m. asked to ) present proof of three fired cartridge cas- - ing the su ect, positive-

| leged gunman in the" on Hill St Bgy Batasan his authority to possess es for cal. 45, believed o ly 1dennﬁe(f him (Mana-

{ klﬁ}ng of a BIR execu- H 18, “Q'C,, entthey and carry a firearm but be fired from the' confis- lo) as the one they saw
t' e flagged down by a, failed to produce any so cated gun found in Mana- on Nov. 21, 2016 outside

EIeaiai’ 1dent1ﬁed the :co.n,cerne citizen, who he was arrested. = lo’s possession. : the Flhnvest East Subdi-

_' suspﬁét g Allan' Manalo, - orted’ that an uniden- The CIDU operatives When the- suspect was vision whom they fol-

l 43, who c]aﬁned to be a ~tified man was" mdxsmm- recovered from the sus-, subjected to tactical in- lowed as he exitted from

GAFGIfI active. auxilliary, “inately firing a gun’ pect's possession a cal: ‘terrogation, several in- the Toyota Jnnnpva of

" and a barangay banod, - - “THe-operatives imme-. .45 Colt pistol with da. vestigators of CIDU no-- Amora,

ji2

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vicion, Bu 2028 = wiarid-rlase Armu that (s 2 eouroe of national nride

" OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.ammy2012@amail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8553 Local: 5285, 5285¢cce !

. Gadets of? the Pluhppme Mxhtary Academy (PMA) were in |

e parade formation, ty\m battalions of 300-strong. It was the
trachnonal ‘Suhday ‘evening parade being carried’ ‘out m a

4 pagearmy of colorand precision, accﬂmpamed bymamalm 1
FThat parncular Sunday ‘was cloudless, with co‘id eriﬂs blo
across'thepaxade ground causmg spectat()rs to wrap 5 their
ablttlg’hl:er than dsual WL W GO

. The cadets were in full dress AT ‘with highly. polishied:

f buttons'-'buckles and: breastplates Their’ officers*sport‘e‘ﬁ black
“feather plumes and red’ sxlk sasheswth sabers ’af thexr sﬁ}e It

kwas a sight ‘that always Y i oeuC
‘elicited adnuratmnfrom R
‘an appreciative audi- -~
‘ence, many of Whom
were visitors from the
lowiands : :

'No one ambong the
cadets had the premoni- i
“tion ‘that this would be

“their. last. performarce « < .-
not just for the year,
but' alse’ ‘for the next

' few years of Japanese
occupatmn

REVEILLE

: RAM'ON,—J.—FARO_LA-N

' -Commonwealth Act _
No1alsoknownasthe e
National Defense Act, was promulgated by the Natlonal Assembly
of the thppme Commonwealth on Dec. 21, '1935. Among many

i other ‘provisions, the act prescribed’a four-year ‘course of instruc-

! “'tion’ for cadets atthe’PMA. Under the new: curnculum, ‘twoo batch-

! es-—claSS 1940 anﬂ’claes 1yz;r——graduated ami were*comnnsswned*
m the Philippine Army.- 2

Incldentally, for réasons not clear 10 'me, "the abuve date
' Dec. 21, is observed as AFP Foundation Day. How can legxslatlon
enacted’ by aCommonwealth government loyal to-a foreign entity
' be the basis for the establishment of our armed forces? But then,
there are a number of issues concerning the history of our mili-
tary organization that remain controversial. We live with the ex-

' isting situation even as we continue to search for the truth. = -

In December 1941, the academy had four classes undergoing
‘training, The first class cadets, members of class 1942, were
scheduled to graduate in March 1942 just three months away.

~ On Monday morning following the Dec.7 Sunday evening pa-
rade, the cadet mess hall's radio
blared out the news of an attack on

Pearl Harbor: “War, the Japanese

have bombed Pearl Harbor.” The

| NSTEAD,THEY WRR
BEING SHIPPED OUT.
 TOBATTLERIEDS.
1IN BATARN TO FIGHT
AGAINST A DEADLY
AND EXPERIENGED
ENEMY FORGE.

. The cadet corps was hastilyfs- !
% sembled and i dconvoyiof wreivil-

b 1anbuses and,sm*m&nymm 1epfo- 1
ceeded to Manila. On the way, the,
convoy would be strafed by low-fly-
ing fighter planes with the red ball
insignia on their wings and fuselage.
 The corps. arnved ay the campus of .
the University, of Santo Tornas,
where the chief of staff: of the Phﬂip- A
pine Army, Maj. GEIL. Basilio Valdes, accompanied by the PMA
“superintendent, Col. Fidel Segundo, met the group, Here the adju-
\tant read the general orders that spelled out ﬂieu: $tatus in the
rarmed forces.

The members of the two upper—most classes of 1942 and 1943
were commissioned as third lieutenants of the Philippine Army
effective Dec. 13, 1941. The chief of staff then administered their
oaths of office and gave a short talk of advice.and encourage-
ment, The new officers were granted a few days’ leave to bid
goodbye to loved ones, but were ordered to report to their as-

. signments not later than Dec, 21. In-happier times, their: thoughts

| were focused on graduatloﬂ and poss1bly, marriage to cadet .

 sweethearts, Instead, they were being shipped out to battlefie!ds ¥
in Bataan to fight against a deadly and experienced enemyforce.

The members of the two lower classes of 1944 and 1945 were
given indefinite leaves of absence. In-effect, they were disband- |
ed and sent home. Many members of these disbanded units’
would fight as volunteer-enlisted men in Bataan. After the sur-:
render of Bataan and Corregidor, they would head for the hills, -
‘organizing guerrilla units to continue resistance. Among them
were Eleuterio Adevoso, Juanito Ferrer, and Prisco San Juan.

OFFICE OF THE ARN that carrier-based bombers and.

report was sketchy, stating only . . . o019@amail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

fighters had attacked Pearl Harbor
in Hawaii, home of the US Pacific
Fleet. That same morning, Camp
John Hay was bombed. We were at
war with Japan.
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L _Ir_i,the case of classes 1942 and 1943, many would serv,e aspla-
I took place dunngthe war, Asslgned tothe First Regular Dmswn .
:was amember of class 1942, Lt. Eliseo D. Rio. In his'book “Rays of
a Setting Sun,” Rmrelatesnne"pamcular iencounter known.asthe

| “Battle of the Pockets.” (Pockets refer to.enemy units that were:
' trapped within sectorsicontrolled by allied forces.) 4
“In. the ‘Battle of the Pockets’ we had pulled‘ off what,.un~

i douhtedlywas a sxgna.l am':l decisiveictory. For. ‘the first tlme in

f, d'th \enems in a major offensive apera—

yattalion of about athousand men.

: ust haye suffered agleast
£ \another’thousand casualti s in: the waves of ‘banzai’ attacks‘they
“hurled agamst our frontlinesin their desperate attempts tores-

' cue their trapped countrymen.”

| . Ripalso recalls that “leadership at the critical levels of com-

' mand were provided mostly by the young Third Lieutenants

' who, a little over two months' before, were jolly and care-free

\.cadets: of the Phllippme Military Academy... somehow with their

| training ;and fortitude they were transformed overmght into
hlghlyseffeciwe leaders onthe fields of battle

t
[ The PMA wouId«close its doors and suspen,d operatmns on

Dec. 21,1941. It would reopen six years later, on Apnl 1, 1947, at
CampeHenryT Allen, Baguio'City.

' In'March 1948, formal graduation ceremonies were held for.
72 ‘members of class 1942. It was §ix years past the original sched-
. uled date: At the belated graduation rites, 18 members of the
i class were absent. They lay in peace at their final resting places
.in Bataan and elsewhere around the country. While they had
‘close relatives representing them at'the ceremonies, theit as-
. signed:places were left vacant so that “their spirits could be w1th

cugtepartakgotasitual that fopthem came a hittoolate ™

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295 '
|

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

£



Apmy UYision: By 2028 2 world-clase Armythalis 2 source of natinnal nrice

' OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacna.amy2012@gmail.com - Tel no. __102)_845-95551_0(&11:..5235. 5285¢ccc
L] 1]

be a bl]aten -ceasefs

OFFICE Ot

gan
* among Filipinos that; under his‘presiden+

‘housing, regularization for contractuals, work ~
for'the unemployed and underemployed They"

- looKed forwdrd to building peace by bringing*®
. they ar

Though improvements and .changes I;avq

justice to communities and people!

beeQ feltin the recentimonths, thequople Have
mainly. been served prormses“‘g‘and thetorit.
'I‘heg still long for the Duterte administration
" o dehver ‘mbore ' basic’ ‘services, to further”
streamline access to govemment ofﬂr:es, to
Vlgoruusly pursue peace-huilding, and {6 en-
gage in development that upholds the: cllgmty

|| anci ‘rights of the Filipinopeople.

' But even as President Duterte talks about
,peace :and has gone as far as to ppen formal ne-’
gotiations with the National Democratic Front
(NDF), the Armed Forces of the Philippines and

the Philippine National Police, under his com-",

‘mand, repeatedly sow fear and terror in vari-
ous rural and urban communities. Encamp_-

ments in schools and villages, as well as mili- -
tary operations in the guise of humanitarian

services, show the'continuing pursuit-of Oplan”
Bayamhan in the countryside. State forces are
vmiatlng theirown umlaterally declared cease-
« fire, even.as Mr, Dute
eernent _
Even worse, the*fl’remdent refuses to" recgg-

hxze the obligation of the Phlhppme govern-"

ment (GRP), under previously signed GRP-NDF

1" agreements, to release polmcal prisoners. They
* are notcriminals, gangsters or drug lords; they
* are committed to justice and peace’ work! they

champion democratic rights. Some of them

* 'may have taken the revolutionary path—but

this option requires both courage and princi-
ples, and they seek to put an end to the people’s
suffering and to oppresswe 1mpenahsm and
state vidlence.

Itisdisturbing thatin the barely sxx-month-'_

old Duterte presidency, the discourse on hu-
man rights has become unnecessarily contro-
versial. Rather than hearing out the true con-
cern of Filipinos, Mr. Duterte prefers to be on

the defensive as the people assert their rights.

When people decry and demand accountability .

for the escalating extrajudicial killings linked
to the so-called war on drugs, he meets them
with steely indifference. Meanwhile, police of-

ficers allegedly involved in drugs-have been

\s
b i

importance will change the fact that the peo-

,who have been demed Justlce
* 'We call'on all victims of hurian: r:ghts viola-
‘tions and their familiesto bravely make public

: resulent Duterte s electlon campalgn slo—;-c :
“change 'is: coming’« raised hope.__;.‘ 3
B gy, their lives: would improve: li‘eo;;ole'r mb bk chMENTAnY
1magined basic socioeconiomic rights“long des s g 23w

* nied them—e:g;, ‘three meals’d day,” decen’t‘

- NARDY:SABINO: . 1 1 e

.
:”".Pfé TG

e 2L

glven every SUPPOTE 1o defend themse-lVes
Even olicemen. alleged“torhaquomnﬁt—
‘ted: rug~rel d EJKsthavebeenpresented as if
eyond criticism and-above the law, '
Tesic ent ‘Qgtente must respect both the
Sog}oeconormc civil . and puhtzcal
No amount of berating or belittling their

ple’s bagic rlghts are non-negotiable."

We énjoin all'church people to relentlessly 1
uphold and protect the rights of the defense-
less, as we affirm that genuine peace can only |

be made possible by affordmg justice 1o ‘those

,4--

the abuses and' atrocities ‘committed against
‘them and: their loved ones by state forces: Wi
must speak ‘out if'we want to make “sure that
ithe rights of the people are ‘mot violated.
Human rights are not freely given; we must
:f1ght forthem, '

" Weurgecivil eocxety and Iocalcommumnes 1
to seek the truth and refrain from blind alle-

giance, and to insist on the truth from the state

e mmsts that there must .and from the victims themselves. We mustnot .
Sibevng [feel contenipd staying mdlfferﬁ;nt and passive -

‘in our comfort zones, when the 'vulnerable and

“'the ‘marginalized are’ "falling prey to human ‘

rights violations. We must flght we must dare -
to struggle—for our human rights apd for
the rights of those wha can.not speak fo‘r
themselves.” ' * ¥

We call on President Duterte to seriously
work for peace and to respect human rights;
these two are inseparable. A just and lasting
pedce is only possible when human rights
issues are properly addressed.

The faith community, at any time in histo-
‘ry, must be able to expose the state's rebellious

defiance of God's rule. Let us all be reminded

that-each person is created in the image of God,
with holiness and dignity. Therefore, as we up-
hold and defend human rights, weproclaim the
words of the Prophet Isaiah (32:14): “Because
everyone will work for justice, there will: be
peaceand security forever.”

Nardy Sabino is the general secretary of Promotion of Church

Péuple’s Resp'onse.
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where. Ka: Bart .l
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KA BART... |
Lrom Page 1

Aside from ‘the coun-

try’s top eommunist lead-

ers &eaﬁed* by CPP chair-
man Benito on, :An-

" other’ tankmg commu-

nist leader who is 1n.a -
position ress ‘this
new-found optimism is

none other than Tirso‘Ka
Bart’  Alcantara, the
former sppkesman an
“commander” . of the
‘Melito ‘Glor Gommand
(MGC), the '‘msin fight-
ing force of the CPP's
‘New ~ People’s Army
(NPA) _operating

| Suuthem Tagalog.

Backgrounder

Up’ to ‘the middle of
2000, the military con-
cedes. that “STR” (Bouth-

ern Tagalog Region),

strongest among the .

country's re ons where
the-CPP-NEA' operates.
With the = MGC's
growth Beemingly ‘un-
stoppable; the name of -
Bart and his- exploits

took on the.form of “folk

the rura] folks but also,
among “activists” and
“mass leaders” who al
“‘revered” ' him = and,
among local officials, who
all “feared” him.

Due to the danger this
proximity of the growing
MGC poses to the securi-
ty of the nation’s capital
and the established order,
the military, under Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal
Arroya, designated South-
ern Tagalog as part of its
own “NPA” (national -
priority area) under
‘Oplan Bantay Laya II
that targeted for “pacifi-

cation” the northern, cen--

tral and southern parts
of Luzon.

olds

legend” not only among

g Ase suc”h vma;omty T

entme government's® re¥ that had

‘80UTCEB 1N, SUPPressin|
the CPP-NPP wer%
Epiaured into the region
uring the latter part of
the Macapagal Arroyo
adminstration.’

By the time Ka Ba.rt
‘was_captured on Jand-

~ary. 4, 2011 in Lucena,

.City, Quezou, the miili-
tarf' .this time under
an

‘Oplan Bayanihan’ under
Pres. Benigno Aquino ITI,
had alrea boasted that

the provinees, of Cavite,
‘Laguna, Batangas and
parts of Rizal, Quezon
and the 1island of Mind-
oro, have all been
“cleared” from “commu-

“"mist infestation” and ‘are
now‘congidered: “peace -

and development ready.
“I give my wor
I won’t go back”

‘Privately, the military -
considers the capture -of::

Ka Bart, nuw 63 as-one

of thelr major” aecom-

plishments, concPdlng
that he has given the
military a “big headache”,

the wholé time that he '

has been commanding
the NPA forces in ‘South-
ern Tagalog.

Wounded near his
buttocks after trying to
shoot it out with his mil-
1ta,r{ captors, Ka Bart
would spend nearly two
years-20 months-in soli-
tary confinement (“barto-
lina”) mside the restrict-
ed compound of the Phil-
snpme Army’s ‘Intelhgence

ervice Group’ (ISG) in-
side Fort Bonifacio.

Indeed, while still re-
cuperatmg at the Army
hospital inside the camp
from his bullet wound, a
platoon of soldiers, armed
to the teeth, were en-
camped just outside the
hospital as an added se-
curity measure,

Slapped with at least
49 criminal cases rang-

"

"CPP-NPA

mg l’rom murder to_ ar-
“the m111tary,s ‘and ‘the - son, K& ‘Banﬁ"‘ﬁoﬁ‘@eded

it ‘not
the’ peace mltmm;r b y
Pres. Rodrigo Duterte,
key component of w]nch
was freeing key' leaders

of the CPP-NPA like him.

for the peace talk, he is

not likely to taste free-.
~dom, . a,lbelt tempbrary,'

agdin, -
“Kung

talk. {of Pres Dutert:e’) i

hindi’
makakalaya,”

na sigurg, ako
he said,

matter of fact. By -hi‘_

for.

own reckoning, he has

‘been behind bars for “5

years, 11 months and“8
days” before being set
free for the peace talks’

But what would-it be

for him :and other rebel
leaders? “Temporary” lib-

erty as Eranted by the
court while the peace
talk is ongoing? -

Or, would it; mean
_taking the opportunity to
-go-back to fiving’“inder-

round” and reassume

is_preeminent role as
~leader’ 1in
Southern Tagalog?

Here, Ka Bart alsp
revealed that his “com-
rades” have been press-
ing him to “go back” to
the armed revolutionary
movement because he is
“needed” but he refused.

“Nagbigay na ako ng
aking salita; hindi na ako
babahk bagaman ang

‘puso’ ko ay nasa kanila-

(underground  armed
revolutionary move-
ment), iba na ang ‘traba-
ho’ ko n ayon, sa usap-
ing pang apayapaan na,”
he said.

Ka Bart said he made
the “promise” even to
the . three different

.court judges who have

been hearing his assort-
ment of criminal cases
and who asked him of
his intention before al-
lowing him to join the
peace talks.

3555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Permanenteng ceasefire sa
GPP: NPA-NDF, MILF al MNLE

Ngayong araw na ito, Disyem-.
bre 26, ang ika-48 anibersaryo ng
Commumsthrty of the Philippines
(CPP) na siya Ting araw ng kapa-
" nganakan ni Mao Zedong na kila-
la bilang chairman ng Communist
Party of China na unang partido ko-
 murista sa.Asya na nagtagumpay.
s kanilang armadong rebolusyon
“at nakapagtatag ng unang sosya-
“listang republlka noong Qlctubre
11949,
. Kabilang ang CPP s patuloy
na sumasalig sa Kaisipang Mao
Zedong at sa katunayan ay kaa-
rawan ng ama ng People:s- Re-

: public of Chind ang napili ng mga.
{ lok na grupo Tcl? Jose Ma. Slson para pormal na mm.g ang -
Ieestabu§hed”
Basenarinsa akdang Phlhppme Society and Revolution na
. 1sinulat ni CPP founding chairman Sison (a.k.a. Amado Guer-
' rero), mas angkop sa Pilipinas ang mga teorya ni Mao hinggil
" sa protracted people’s war at istratehiyang “surrounding the
. cities from the country sides” da]:ul sa paglging atrasado ng
" agrikultural na ekonomiya ng bansa ayang sa Chind noong
. dekada 30 hanggang 40.¢ ©

j Sa kasalukuyan; ang CPP at ang arhladong hukbo nitong
, NPA ang bukod tanging rebolusyonaryong kilusan sa buong
mundo na patuloy na tumatalima sa teorya ni Mao._hinggil sa

- digmang bayan at pakikidigmang gerilya.
Sa ika-48 anibersaryo ng CPP, mahigit” dalawaug hene-
1asyon na.ng mga rebolusynnaryo ang nailuwal ng digmang
bayan sa Pilipinas na wala pa ring katiyakan kung kailan mag-

}_ o BI!I'QOS

{ kakaroon ng lohikal na konklusyon. i

Pitong presidente na rin ang dinaanan ng CPP myla sa dik-

. tador na si Ferdinand Marcos hanggang sakasalukuyang Pres-
' idente Rodrigo Duterte at marami na rin ang nagtatanong kung

hanggang kailan pa tatagal ang matagalang digmang bayan
na isinusulong ng CPP, kasama ang armed wing nitong New
‘People’s Army (N'PA) at pohtlcal arm na Natwnal Democratic
Front{(NDF). - < I
Sa ilalim ng admmlstrasvong Duterte, malaki arig posibi-
lidad na magkaroon ng permanenteng t:gﬂ-putukan sa pagitan
! ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) at NPA dahil na rin
sa positibong itinatakbo ng usapang pangkapayapaan sa  pagi-
tan ng mga negotiating panels ng gobyerno at ng NDF.
Magandang senyales ang deklarasyon ni President Rody
ng holiday ceasefire hindi lamang sa CPP-NPA kundi maging
' sa Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) at Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF) ni Nur Misuari
Ipinahayag ni Duterte ang kanyang unilateral holiday
ceasefire sa pagdiriwang ng ika-81 anibersaryo ng AFP sa
Camp Aguinaldo noong Disyembre 22. Tiniyak ng Pangulo
na walang magaganap na mga military operations mula Dis-
" vembre 23-27 at Disyembre 31-Enero 3, 2017
Ito ang naging pahayag n1 President Duterte; “To the NPA
or the CPP, although you did not declare any cessation of
hostilities-somewhere, I would like to invite everybody: leave
your arms where they are now and you can come down to the
city or wherever you live; you visit your family. T would like -

,_ you to come down and be w1th your family on Christmas Day.

1 guarantee you that there will be no arrests, no oppression,
‘none of this. And 1f you come face to face with a soldier of the
Philippines, my soldier, shake hands with each other or if you
do not want to, just don’t look.” (SUNDAN SA PAHINA 5)

! Nakasalalay sa kahi-
| hinatnan ng peace talks
4 sa pagitan ng CPP-NDF
! at. gobyerno ni Duterte”
l ang pagkakareon ng per-
manenteng ceasefire sa
i pagitan ng AFP at NPA
L Gayundin sana sa mga
i grupo ng MILF at MNLE
i na nasa yugto na rn ng.

kipag-usap ng kapa- -

f yapaan sa pataahalaan ;
Just and lastingjpeace;

| ang plnaﬁamahamgang
legacy na puwedeng iwa-

4

Pahina.

B e e T T —.

‘nan ni-Pangulong
sa mga susunod
_ rasyon nang i
hindi nanila danas ang
hirap ng pagkakareon ng
giyera sibil sa pagitan ng:
mga rebelde at puwersa
ng gobyerno.

At kung magkm
kagayon ay puwedeng
magkatotoo ang*‘lmya
ng kantang pamasko na
zxags?bmg “Araw-araw:
ay m glgmg Paqko lagi
Sanﬁ*n“ga .- figs.
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