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ure of the national government
o complete the peace accord

@
* largest secessionist group in the coun-
try today to“go again into war” with
government authorities in Mindanao,
a congressman warned Tuesday.
Sulu 1st District Rep. Habib Tupay

. Loong said “we cannot allow war o pre- -

. vail as an option for the government and

the Bangsamoro people fo settle their
' conflict as it will only bring death and
i destruction to the nation and will only
i dmde the peopie of Mmdanao 7 &4

Renewed fighting feared «

But Loong said he cannot stop the
Hangsamoro people if they opt to tra-

werse the dangerous and destructive-
‘iath of war to preserve their religion,
protect themselves, and recover their
seestral homeland after Congress
‘niled topass the proposed Bangsamoro

Basic Law (BBL).
The congressman from Sulu ex-

sressed hope that the Bangsamoro will
w0t opt to return to the hattlefield and.

siart a shooting war to pursue the1r": =
aspirations.

In a privileged speech he delivered
at the Lower House last Monday, Rep

J.oong said the Bangsamoro people went
dowar more than 43 years ago to liberate
1hemselves from internal colonization,
injustices, and discrimination... -
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" He sald the moros are ready to die
for the eause of their people, their faith,
‘and their homeland, because to them
such death is a blessed one, according
to Islamic teachings.

Loong stressed that Islam is a
religion of peace, the reason the Bang-
samoro people sincerely accepted the
challenge to negotiate and enter into

_peace agreement with the Philippine
" government which ended in failare.

' He said Congress failed o pass the
. BBL because of differences in belief
among members of the House of Rep-
resentatives. .

But Loong emphasized that he was
sure, each one of them {(congressmen),
hasthe bestinterest of the nation in their
heartbut in spite of their bestintention,

s AMBOANGA CITY = The fail-

‘with the Moro Islamic Lib-
‘Frout (M'ILF) rmght push the

they cannot reconcile their differences
of belief. =

. According to Rep. Loong, most
congressmen failed fo provide the leg-
istative support necessary to finally end

the Bangsamoro secession problem and-
“bring peace and unity in Mindahao,

Loong added that government can-
not continue to streteh and exhaust the
patience of the “oppressed pecple fo wait
and hope” because waiting and hoping
have their “ultimate time Hmits.”

As former rebel leader of the Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLI),
which has reconciled with the Philippine
government, he believes that the “Bang-
samoro problem is not a constitutional
preblem, but a politieal problem which
should be solved politically” .

Loong claimed that after all efforts
have been exerted, the BBL failed to
pass at the Lower House.
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“ am sad that, -after more than 17
years of arduous negotiation between
the Philippine government and the
MILF, the BBL, as an instrument of
peace, cengressmen faﬁed to pass it,”

jhe said. -
Loong ‘said the passage of BBL was

aiso adversely affected thevmfortunate Ma-
masapano incideitt on January 25, 2015.

-On that fateful day, Loong said, 44
commandos of the PNP Special Action
Force were killed during the misen-
countér with the elements of the MILE
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters
BIFF, and armed civilians in Mamasa-
pano, Maguindanao.

The PNP-SAF cominandos were on
a secret mission on that day to arrest or
neutralize wanted Malaysian terrorist
and bomb-maker Zulkifli Abdhir, alias

Marwan...

.. The unformnate madent led some

. n . !
Emezi gnd

congressmen to believe that MILF can-
not be trusted as partner in fostering
peace, Loong said. The Mamasapano
incident adversely affected the views

and opinions of the legislators that
) 'eventuaily 1ed to the non»passage of

“the BBL:

W

With the faﬂure of the 161,h Congress

" to pass the BBL, Senate President

Franklin Drilon said whoever wins -in
the May, 2016 elections should glve pri-

. ority to the stalled discussions on the

proposed law and eventually pass the
measure that would ensure long -term
peace in Mindanac.

“T would urge whoever is elected
President — and I think it makes a lot
of sense for him or her — to pursue this
peace process and bring it to conclu-
sjon,” Drilon said in an interview over
ANC Headstart. (With a report from
Hannah'IL. Torregoza) -
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Samar sold:ers
“get new
assault ﬂﬂes

CATBALOGAN CITY SDldxerS be»
longirig to the 20th Infantry Batfalion {IB)
have been issted riew assaultrifles as part

of the Army’s modernization program, -
L MayGen: Tet Velarmino led the dis-

tribtition’of Remmgton R4 assault rifles
to the soldiers, led by Lt. Col. Hilarion

Palma, at Opéniano Field here yésterday.

© “One of the most important elements
ofa strong democratic country is a strong
and reliable armed forces... It is impera-
tive that soldiers are equlpped with mod-
ernmilitary hardware and provided with
advanced m1htary training to successfully
perform its mission,” Velarmino said inhis
address to the troopers.
“Lighter yet powerful, gas-operated and

witha trigger mechanism with fire selector :
and safety button, this weapon ideally de--

signed for troops on the ground especially
those in the frontlines,” Velarmino said,
referring to the R rifles.

The Armalite and baby Armalite rifles
previously issued to the soldiers will be
recalled and turned over to the Army’s
reserve command and members of the
Citizens Armed Force Geographical Units.

“Atleast 24,300 R4 rifles have so farbeen
distributed to Army units while 19,866 are
undergoing ballistic tests. — Ricky Bautista
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Gov’t forces hunting down Bukidnon

H

plantation attackers

BUTUAN CITY - Govemment

security forces  on Wednesday’

are hunting down the suspects
who attacked a food company by
setting on fire farming equipment
then destroying a packing centet,
and 800 {ully-grown -banana irees

“in Bukidnon province on Tuesday,

a sketchy report reaching this city

: vesterday said.

Elements of the Valencia City

. Police Station (VCPS) and the
- 403rd Infantry (Peacemaker) Bri-
i gade arenow pursuing the suspects

" who are believed to be members of

New People’s Army (NPA), armed

_ Wiﬁg of the Communist Party ofthe"

Philippines. .~

o Attack helicopters of the Philip-
* pine Air Foree’s (PAF) strike wing
of the Tactical Opérations Group
(TOGs) have also been deployed-
ursuing -

to extend Air coveriothep
government troops. T
The new attack of Sumifro Phil-
ippines Incorporated by suspected
NPAs damaged a erop-sprayer
truck worth P8 million in the out

skirts of Vaiencia City, police re-

port said.
The suspects also burned down

four 10-wheeler trucks and the

all in Malaybalay City.

According to police and military
reports the perpetrators dam.-
age_zd a4 mega spray truck of Daole
Phils., Inc. and also destroved two
bulldozers of Del Monte Phil,, Ine.
Another_-boom spray - owned by
Lapanday'PineappIe Plantation
Company was put a-blaze by the

_Suspects.

Dgzclassified intelligence soure-
es said these companies suffered
the. ire of the NPAs because of
their continuous refysaj to give in
to their demands for revolutionary
tax. Mike U. Crismundo)

packing house of DOLE Philip-
-~ -pinés-af nearby Panantukan; also
- In Bukidnon province.w "o

- No one was hurt during the at-

tacks in Valencia and Panantukan,

“police report added.: -

" Last'week, NPAs belonging to
~ guerilla-Front Committee 6 of the
- CPP-NPA North Central Mindanao

Regional Committee (INCMR(O)
carried out two separate attacks
and destroyed heavy egquipment
belonging to Del Monte Philip-
pines Inc. and Lapanday Pineapple
Plantation Company at Hagwaon,
Gabunran and Impalambong areas,
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. 2 NPhtodas 52
engkmnm sa %amm'

PATAY ang dalawang miyernbro ng New Peopic s Aty (NPA) sa
naganap na engkweniro sa pagitan ng militar sa Bato, Camarines
Sur kahapon.

. Inaalam pa ng mga. awtor;dad ang pagkakakilanlan ng dalawang
nasawing rebelde. .

- Sa report na nakaratmg 58 Camp Aguinaido, 12:50 ng tanghal;
nang maka-engkwentro ng mga elemenio ng 2 Infantry Battal;on
_.ang miy 10'mga rebelde sz Brgy. San Isidro, Bato. .- .
.. Nagsagawa ng operatmn ang mga elemento ng 2IR Bravo Com—
pany sa pamumuno ni 1LT Bstaris nang makatanggap ng report na’

mady mga armadong grupo nia umiikot sa-nasabing Barangay. i '

Habang nagpapatrulya ang mga szznda]o ay nasabat anig mga rebeldc
at nagsimula ang bakbakan.

Ang engkwentro ay tumagal ng 1lang minuto na nagresulta sa

- pagkasawi ng dalawang rebelde habang tumakas naman ang slan sa
tha’t thang direksyon.-

- Narekober ng mga sundalo ang apal na Mi6 rifle s2 pmangyan—

han ng engkwentro. (Mark Obleada)
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Army sergeant shoots self after firing at
businesswoman in Zamboanga City

AMBOANGA CITY—An Army sergeant fatally shot himself after firing at a businesswoman in Barangay
(village) Malagutay here iast Tuesday evening, the poiice said Wednesday.

Superintendent Luisitc Magnaye, the city police director, said both the suicide and his victim were in

critical condition af the Brent Hospital.

Major Filemon Tan Jr., spokesperson of the Western Mindanao Command, said the incident took place in
Katatagan Mutual Homes around 8 p.m. last Tuesday.

Magnaye said businessman Erinda Aizon, 52, a resident of Barangay Pasonanca, sarlier went to Master
Sergeant Arnoid Cudal's house to collect the money the soidier owed her.

However, instead of paying, Cudal, who was assigned to the Western Mindanac Command’s Adjutant's
Office, shot her instead. Cudal was reportedly under the influence of liquor when Aizon went to his house.

Alzon was hit on the shoulder and in the abdomen, according to Magnays.

“After committing the crime, Cudal shot himself in the head,” Tan said.

The .45 caliber pistol used by Cudal had been recovered along with five empty shells, a live ammunition

ant two sthugs. RAM
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114 M-113AZ units to be commissioned Thursday
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 3): 114 M-113A2 units to be commissioned Thursday

The Mechanized infantry Division (MID) on Thursday will formally receive and commission the 114 M-
113AZ armored personnel carriers (APCs) acquired through the US Excess Defense Articles (EDA).

This was disclosed by Army spokesperson Col. Benjamin Hao in an interview Wednesday.

The first 77 units were shipped on December 9, 2015 while the remaining 37 units were delivered on
December 14, 2015.

The 114 M-113A2 will be formally turned over to Army commander Lt. Gen. Eduardo Ano who will then
hand it to MID head Major Gen. Edgar Gonzales during short ceremonies in Camp O' Donnell, Capas,

Tarlac Thursday.

All weapons, radios and other equipment of these APCs are installed, making them mission-capabie.

"These equipment will be brought down the line to complete the Tabie of Equipment (TOE) (of all MID
battalions}and will enhance our speed (of deployment} and our personne! protection,” the Army

spokesperson said.
The MID has five mechanized battalion with the theoretical TOE of 36 armored vehicles each.
The EDA Program granis excess US military equipment, without cost, to qualified allied countries.

The transfer is a result of a formal request made by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) to assist in
their defense modernization efforts.

The M-113A2 was developed to provide a survivable and refiable light tracked vehicle that aliows troops to
be brought forward under armor for dismounted operations.

Commissioning of these vehicles will greatly boost the numbers of the 343 armored vehicle-strong MID.
The AFP virtually got these additiona! armoered assets for free saved for the shipping costs which
amounted to PMP87.5 million and refitting of .50 caliber machine guns to the APCs,

hito /iwwer pna.gov.phiindex phpidn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=853530

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people, Securing the fand.




Army vision: By 2028, a worid-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Army honors soldier injured in encounter

From the Visayan Daily Star (Feb 3): Army honors soldier injured in encounter

The Army's 3rd Infantry Division commended a soldier, who was injured during an encounter with

suspected New People's Army rebels linked to the killing of an unarmed member of a Civilian Armed

Forces-GeographicalUnit in HimamaylanCity, Negros QEsidemtal, Tecently

Private First Class Ronald Dejilia, a member of the 11 th Infantry Batialion, was conferred the Wounded
Personnel Medal by Brig. Gen. Harold Cabreros, 3iD commander, at Camp Peralta Station Hospital in

Jamindan, Capiz.

The medal is awarded to members and civilians employed by the Armed Forces of thePhilippines, who
got injured in combat with enemy of the state.

Lt. Col. Jonathan Gayas, 3rd Civil Military Operations Battalion chief, said Dejilla is just one of the
dedicated soidiers of the 31D who continue to secure and protect the populace from iawless elements .

Gayas said the 31D leadership also ensures that the sacrifices of its personnel are recognized and the
wounded is given the best medical care.

Dejilla and his colleagues figured in an encounter with NPA rebels who had killed CAFGU member
Uldarico Lumahan Jan. 18 in Himamaylan City.

http/Awww visayandailystar.com/2016/February/08/negord .htm
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31D Transformation Roadmap’ supporters recognized

Frem the Visayan Daily Star (Feb 3): 3iD “Transformation Roadmap' supporters recognized

Members of the Army's 3rd Infantry Division Multi-Sector Advisory Board were given recognition Monday
for their continued support in promoting continuity, sustainability and shared responsibiiity forthe 31D~~~

Fransformatiomr Roadmap. St

Brig. Gen. Harold Cabreros, 31D commander, awarded the certificate of recognition to Dr. Julius Drilon,
chief of the Corazon Locsin Montelibano Memorial Regional Hospital in Bacolod City, Roberio
Montelibano of PRISM Export Inc., llollo Rep. Jerry Trefias, Dr. Luis Sorolia Jr., president of West Visayas
State University, Isabel Grace Villegas - president/founder of Kayang Kayang Mission International, Ana
Burgos - director of the National Commission on Indigenous People Region 6, John Patrick Onggao -
youth representative for Region 6, Toni June Tamayo - director of TESDA Region 8, Capiz Gov. Victor
Tanco, and German Doliete of the Office of Disaster Coordinator, West Visayas University.

Lt. Col. Rey Tiongson, 31D spokesman, said that Cabreros thanked the MSAB members for encouraging
the concept of shared responsibility in good governancs, fostering continuity of policies and programs,
providing expert opinion and advice on program execution, and helping generate additional resources that
contributed to the attainment of the goals of the 3ID Transformation Roadmap.

The 31D MSAB was organized September 9, 2014, with Trefias as its chairman and with members from
key sectors of society in Western Visayas and the Negros Island Region.

Since i was organized, Tiongson said the 31D MSAB held four meetings that resulted to the formulation
and realization of projects, such as the donation of an ambulance to Camp Peraita Station Hospital,
conduct of two baiches of Computer Hardware Servicing NC I trainings to 31D personnel and dependents,
developing & Performance Survey on 31D by external stakehoiders through the academe (West Visayas
State University). and the donation of 32 fishing boats e victims of typhoon Yolanda in tloilo.

hitp /iwww visayandailystar.com/2016/February/03/negor3 htm
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Army remains focused on atlaining lasting peace
From the Philippine Information Agency (Feb 3): Army remains focused on attaining lasting peace

The Philippine Army vows to continue its effort to attain lasting peace.

—————Major Ray Tiongson , PublicAffairs Office head of the 3rd Infantry Division, Philippine Army said that with
the leadership of 31D Commander Brig. General Harold Cabreros, they are committed to work together to

secure and advance the gains in peace and security in the countryside.

This, he said, is possible through the concerted effort of the government troops, including those from the
Philippine Nationai Police and other stakeholders.

Tiongson said that last year, 67 members of the New People’s Army, 44 of whom were from Panay Island
and 23 were from Negros Island, have abandoned their armed struggie and joined the mainstream

society,

In addition, six NPA members were arrested through the AFP-PNP joint enforcement operations and there
were aiso four body counts as a result of the encounters.

On the other hand, Cabreros has reminded all the unit commanders to remain focused on securing and
advancing peace and security and adhere to the principles human rights and ruie of law.

He aiso calied on them 1o enhance partnership with the stakeholders in order to cultivate the culture of
peace that will renounce armed violence.

hitp /inews. pia.gov.phfarticle/view/08145448588 2/army-remains-focused-on-attaining-lasting-peace
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Cops stand by

: arcehne

'drug raps vs

The Philippine Na-. -
tional Police-Anti-Illégal-
Drugs Group (PNP-:

AIDG) yesterday stood by

its drug charges against

detained Marine Lt Col. : '

Ferdinand Marcelino.:

In preliminary inves--
tigation hearing at the
Department of Justice
(DO, the PNP-AIDG
sought the indictment
of the former Philip- -
pine Drug Enforcement
Agency (PDEA) official
for conspiracy in the
manufacture and pos-

sessionof fllegal-drugs-~
~ligence and Security -
. Group of the I’]uhppme

under Republic Act
9165 (Comprehensive
Dangerous Drugs Act of
2002) in its reply sub-
mitted to investigating
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. Senior Deputy Prosecu-
s tor Theodore V111an~ :
s ueva.

- Marcelino demed the

allegations last week and
submitted his counter- . .
" affidavit. He insisted .

- he was in the storage

facility where P256 mil- -
" lion worth of shabu was

" seized for a covert opera-
" tion as a member of the

. Intelligence Service of

the Armed Forces of the

' Philippines (ISAFP).

In an earlier hearing,
Marcelino submitted a
certification from-Intel-:.

Army showing Marcelino
is sharing intelligence
information on alleged

1nv01vement of Army 'j_ _
“-personnel in ilfegal drug "
-trade from'September oo
. December last year ... 00 -
The PNP-AIDG, hGW'.
ever, argued that Mar-~ "
* celino failed to prove his
' claim because he'did not™ -
produce his mission order.
Marcelino was arrested
on Jan. 21 with Chinese Yan
Yi Shuo by joint operatives
of PNP-AIDG and PDEA
in the storage facility i~
Manila where they seized
64 kilos of shabu. He was
sitting on a couch when the
agents.arrived:. s
- The: prehmmary inves- .
- tigation has been conclud-
ed and the case submitted
for resolution.
- Bdu Punay
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 Rebel leader surrenders

CAMP DIEGO SILANG, La Union - A rebel leader surren-
dered to the police here on Tuesday. . - .. :

Manuel Arpid, alias Ka Manuel, was the political affairs
officer of the New People’s Army operating in the Hocos
and Cordillera regions; said Senior Superintendent Angelito
Dumangeng, La Union police chief.” .

Arpid turned over an Armalite rifle. He said he decided to
surrender because he felt he has not accomplished anything
since he erntered the movement in 1980.

Dumangeng gave assurance that rebel returnees would
receive financial support through the Comprehensive Local
Integration Program and other programs of the Departments
of the Interior and Local Government and Social Welfare and

Development. ~ Jun Elias
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Setretaty Voltaire Gazmin
ng Department of Natio-

nal Defense (DND) na -

itatayo nang United States
(US) forces ang kanilang

army facility sa dating .

Lumbia Domestic Afrport
sa lungsod ng Cagayan de
Oro pitong taon.

Ito ang hayagang pag-

arfiin ni Gazmin nang du-

walo o 53 46th founding
anniversary fig Phillippine
Army’s 4th Infantry Divi-
sion na nakabase sa Camp
Evarigelista sa lungsod.

Sinabi tig kalihimna sa

oras na makompleto nz ang
mga dokwmnento ay agad
amanong sisimalan ng Es-

. 'tadbé ﬁnidos ané pagpa

patayo.ng kamlang pasi____ _
Jlidad 58 Lungsod

~banta ng segniidad
kamlaag pres

Talo na kung hagiipifin ng .

kalamidad ang bansa;

- Sa’ilalim nanhanced :
Defense Cooperation -

Agreement (EDCA),

papahintulutan ng Pilipi-

nas ang gobverno ng
Amerika na makadala ng

% Kanifang defense equip-

ment at maraming iba pa

. na mismo sila ang may-
" roong kontrol.

* Kinampihan nathan n:
4th ID commandinig offi-
cer Mai/Gen Oscar Lactao
ing pahayag ni Gazmin

“kung saan magbibigay

umano ng karagdagang se-
uridad pabor sa Pitipinas

~‘laban sa China uko} sa isyu

& . West Philippine Sea.

--1Jha nang umani nang
magkahalong reaksyon ang
plang hg gobyerno mula
iba’t ibang sektor na ipaga-
mif ang airfield nz Lumbia

ng tropang Kane.
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- The US Congress has ear-
marked $66 million for the
constructon.of military facili-
“fies in the Philippines under
“the Enhanced Defense Coop-
gration Agreement (EDCA),
Ambassador Philip Goldberg
told a media forum yesterday.

 “Let me point out that we
have about $66 million in
foreign military funding in
process for the Philippines
and we expect that there will
be additional sources of funds
for both carrying out EDCA
to military construction funds
angd also to increases in what
we call the maritime security
initiative,” Goldberg said at
the Pandesal Forum in Que-
zon City,

“So we will work through
all of those figures and also
working with our Congress,
which of course vou have to
deal with as well in terms
of what the Philippines may
bring fo the table,” he said.

The ambassador alsc point-
od out there would be no new
military base under EDCA.

“CRCA is desigined Lo sup-
part what the Philippines
is trying to do in terms of
building a minimum credible
defense, in terms of modern-
izing and equipping its armed
forces,” he added.

He cited US assistance to
the Philippine Coast Guard
for the establishment and
operation of a National Coast
Watch Center.

o japéiﬁ and Atstralia are also

helping the Philippines as the

country embarks on building

a minithum credible defense

system. :

Joint patrols
Golderg also said the USis
open to the possibility of con-
ducting joint patrols with the
Philippines in the South China

Sea. The Philippines calls its -

side of the waters within its

200-mile exclusive economic

zone the West Philippine Sea.

“I'm not going to pre-judge
what we’re going to do or
when we're going to do it
whether we're going to do it
with the Philippines or with
others. But we do discuss those
principles with the Philippines
and so I'm not discounting
that possibility,” he said.

“But we're not going to dis-’

cuss that beforehand because
ii's our view that we have ev-
ery right under international
law to exercise freedom of
navigation in the South China
Sea/West Philippine Sea and
we will continue to doso,” he
pointed out.

When asked if the US would
have to deal with restrictions
under EDCA for its planned
joint patrols, Goldberg said, “1
don't think there are any limita-
tions on what the US can do.”

But he clarified that EDCA
itself was not designed to ad-
dress the maritime dispuies
between China and its smaller

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

neighbors, particularly the
Philippines.

The effort, he said, is to
help the Philippines develop a
dependable maritime security
program.

“T don’t want to announce
publicly what those steps will
be exactly and I'm not going to
announce anything about joint
patrols. 'm going to say that
we'll continue with freedom

.of navigation operations,”

Goldberg said.

Aircraft landing

Manila protested when a
commercial Chinese aircraft
landed recently on one of sev-
eral artificial islands Beijing

has built on the Spratlys, and-

officials say China has essen-
tially declared an air defense
identification zone over the sea
by issuing “provocative” chal-
lenges to Philippine military
flights in the area.

Two US warships have
sailed by China-claimed is-
lands in the Spratly and Para-
celisland chains since October.

Tensions have risen in the
last two years after China built
islands on disputed reefs in
the Spratly Islands chain that
China’s neighbors fear could
be used to threaten their ter-
ritories.

China and Taiwan have
nearly identical claims to al-
most the entire South China
Sea while the Philippines, Viet-

nam, Malaysia and Brunéi say

parts of the seabelong to them.
The US does not claim any
part of the territory but says
it has interest in the peaceful
settlement of the disputes and
in freedom of navigation in
waters critical for world trade.

“We seek the best possible
relationship with China but
we would also like to see
the engagement of the entire
region on solutions that are
rules-based and not unilat-
eral,” the ambassador said.
Forging of a code of conduct
in the area “to us is the way to
go,” he added.

The Philippines and the US
have comumtted to coordinate
closely on the implementation
of the EDCA, _

_Such commitment is em-
bodied in the 2016 Joint State-
ment of the US-Philippines
Ministerial Dialogue in Wash-
ington last month signed by
Foreign Affairs Secretary
Albert del Rosario, Defense
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin,
Secretary of State John Kerry
and US Defense Secretary
Ashton Carter.

Appeal vs EDCA

Meanwhile, militant law-
makers have asked the Su-
preme Court {5C) to recon-
sider its ruling last month
uphoiding the legality of
EDCA.

In a motion for reconsid-
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eration, petitioners led by
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nor will be fulfilled,” they

Bayan Muna party-list Keps
Neri Colmenares and Carlos
Zarate asked the high court
to reverse its decision and
instead declare EDCA uncon-
stitutional.

Insisting that EDCA is a
treaty that needs Senate con-
currence, the petitioners said
the 10 justices in the major-
ity ruling erred in declaring

. EDCA as an executive agree-

ment.. . .

“The clear provisions
of the Constitution were
disregarded, in favor of a
stretched-out argument to
expand the powers of the
President. The decision lacks
legitimacy, especially in fight
of the Senate’s demand to
submit EDCA for delibera-
tion by the legislature,” they
argued.

The militant lawmakers
also insisted the agréement
would set the stage for the
reestablishment of US military
bases in the country despite
clear prohibition under the
Constitution and the Visiting
Forces Agreement {(VFA).

They added EDCA is no
guarantee of immediate us
help in the event of a direct
confrontation with China.

“We cannot expect the US
to fly to our side the moment
confrontations escalate 1o
defend our home front. No
such promise has heen made,

I AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oa

strevsed,

#if the 5C does not re-
verse its decision on EDCA,
we will repeat the errors
and horrors of our military
bases experience,” petition-
ers claimed.

The majority decision
penned by Chief Justice Ma.
Lourdes Sereno ruled that
EDCA is not constitutionally
infirm as alleged by petition-
ers. .

The SC rejected the argu-
ments of petiticners — sup-
ported by the Senate through
its Resolution No. 105 — that
the agreement was a treaty
similar to the VFA and Mutual
Defense Treaty (MDT).

The high court pointed out
that the law requires Senate
concurrence and considers an
agreement a treaty only when
it serves as an “instrument
that allows the presence -0f
foreign military bases, troops
or facilities.”

In this case, the 5C said
ENCA is “not the instrument
that allows US troops or faciii-
ties to enter as the VFA already
tas done that,” citing its earlier
ruling that upheld the validity
of the VFA.

Associate Justices Teresita

Leonardo-de Castro, Arturo

Brion, Estela Perlas-Bernabe
and Marvic Leonen gave dis-
senting opinions. —~ With Edu
Punay, AFP
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By Nifa B Calleja

THE UNITED States is open to
the possibility of joint naval op-
erations with the Philippines in
the South China Sea, now that
the Enhanced Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement {Fdca) between
the two countxies is in place.

“t don’t think there is a limita-
tiont on whart the United States
can do,” US Ambassador to the
Philippines Philip Goldberg said
at the Pandesal Forum, a weekly
news forum in ‘Quezon City, on
Wedniesday,

Goldberg was asked if there
would be some limitations should
the Philippines request for a joint

naval patrol in the West Philip‘ :
" pine Sea, the name the Philip-

pines calls its territorial waters..

Goldberg. however, refused -

to say whethet there would be
future joint maritime patrols. -
“We do discuss that principle
(joint patrols) with the Philip-
pines. But 1 am not discarding that
possibility,” Goldberg said, adding

that the United States will contin- -

ue to conduct freedom of naviga-
tion patrols in the disputed sea.
“The United States will follow

the trternational law and will cons -~
' tinue to enjoy our right to sail into:

international waters and fly over
international air space,” he said.
The Philippines’ interest for

joint maritime patrols with the
United States wis tackled dur-
ing the 242 ministerial meeting

-among the defense and foreign
- officials of the two coumniries.
. China earlier criticized the US’

latest freedom of navigation pa-
trol in which its guided missile
destrayer, the USS Curtis Wilbug,
sailed within the 12 nautical
miles of Triton island, one of
those cccupied by China in the
Paracel islands.

The island is being claimed

by Taiwati and Vietnam: <

The US ship docked in Manila
Bay on Jan. 24 as part of its rou-
tine visit for maintenance and
crew rest, according to the US

im- was recently declared constitu-

fleshing out details onhowto
ich tional by the Supreme Cowt. .

Embassy in Manila.
plement the agreement, whil

While the Edca was largely
viewed as a deterrent to China’s
activities in the South China 5ea, -
Goldberg noted that the “Edea it-
self was not designed to address
the issue of the South China Sea.”

“The effort is to help the
Philippines develop its modern-
ization program in the Armed
Forces,” he said.

Goldberg said the Edca
sought to help the Philippines
establish its minimum credible
defense and help address “21st-
century challenges,” which in-
clude maritime security and
maritime domain awareness.

Both sides, he said, are now
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- The nation was urged -
- to'keep calm yesterday
as Corngress went on.
recess without passing.
‘the Bangsamoro Basic .
Jsaw «(BBL) ‘to creaté a.
- Muslim homeland in'
 Mindanao, raising the’
- possibility of hostilities

ik By JOSE RODEL.CLAPANOG . o oo i
“oro Basic Law; ih what-
“éver shape or form, did
not make it out of the
Jbth :Congress,” chief "= -
- peace negotiator Miri- =~
“am Coronel-Ferrer said, ..
blarning what she called -
““sheer indifference and
chronic absenteeism” of

again breaking out. legislators'in the House =
. “Letmestate the fact: of Representatives.. .~
the proposed Bangsam-~ - Turn to Page 4

CONGIESS rompager

She:said Filipinos,_-_parti_cui.__
larly Muslims, who had ex--
pected its movement forward

were “grieving, hurting and

once again dreading what
~ tomorrow may bring.”

“However, the collective

_inaction of our legislators to

complete the deliberation on

_the BBL did not, and will not,

stop the momentum of the

Bangsamoro peace process.’

At this low point, we call for
sobriety and perseverance,”
she said. ..

Earlier, Lanao del Sur Rep.
Pangalian Balindong, Deputy
Speaker for Mindanao in
the House of Representa-
tives, effectively threw in the
towel on the BBL, saying the
inaction of legislators had

‘killed the peace process with

the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) and potentially
usher in a new round of fight-

_ing in the south...

He blamed the “sheer tyr-
anny of the majority” for shut-
ting the door on the BBL, the
final piece of the puzzle which
would give a legal framework

to the MILF's quest for self-
‘rule, encapsulate a wealth-
sharing scheme and spell out ..
“how to “décommission” rebel

firearms and reintegrate the

‘combatants to mainstream

sociefy.
Ferrer said all the efforts
they had put to make sure the

BBL was passed “amounted to

used to finance these drawn
out proceedings.”

However, Ferrer stressed
that the peace pact was a bind-
ing document for both the
government and the MILF that
remains valid.

-“We need to take away
the fear and distrust of the
Bangsamoro for our country

citizens to take the time to
study the history of the con-
flict and the peace process so
as to get a better understand-
ing of the road map and our
unflinching efforts to see it
through,” she said.

The MILF has blamed hard-

nothing, along with millions
““of pesos of taxpayers’ money-

'to become whole. We therefore .
‘urge our politicians and fellow

lirie lawmakers for the failure

to pass the BBL, and acknowl-

.edged that the Mamasapano
sincident was the main reason
“for the inactione o h
- “There are countless excep-
tions, but generally Filipinos

are not ready .for reconcilia-
tion. Congress had just shown
it. They are making it very
hard. They are still in the state
of denial,” an editorial of the

' MILF on its website Luwarar.
ceomsaied T
" #Their thinkihg and ‘what

they say are still reminiscent of
the bloody days of Spainin this
country. They still see the Moro
as sub-human, not deserving

“of equal treatment,” it said.

- “The BBL is not the first
agreement set aside by gov-
ernment. It seems it is already
systemic,” it stressed. ~
" It said the police comman-
dos were the ones to blame for

Jast year’s tragic incident at

Mamasapano by deliberately
ignoring the chain of com-
mand and a ceasefire agree-

“ment réquiring “prior coordi-

nation in case of movement of

troops or police actions.”

“They also tagged a partner
in peace, the MILE as ‘enemy,”

5, 8298
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and the 6th Infantry Division gress again. We all know that

reliable’,” it said.

The MILE editorial, how-~
ever, acknowledged President
'Aquino did all he could, and

put the blame squarely on
congressmnal leaders. ..

It did not give any hint of .
" glections.

how it would move forward,

but rebel spokesien have -
consistently raiseéd fears of a
‘possible’ disillusionment of:
‘voung fighters who may join
* other armed, terrorist groups 5
such'as IlarnicState. ©

Roadmap to peace
- Despite the faiture of Con-
gress to pass the BBL, Ferrer

said the road map for peace
is'still ‘available for the next

administration to continue the
peace process that President
Aqumo has started w1th the
MILF R

She sald the next admlms—
tration would riot start from
scratchif it decides to continue

the peace process with the-
"MILE.

o "We have the road map. It
is better that we confinue that.
Look on how to mobilize Con-

OFFICE OF’ THE ftPﬁfY CHIEF PJELC# A'Q“ Ema'i sdd ozcpaarmy2i12@ gn

..of the.Armed.Borces .of-the...Congress is-a-separate branch-
Philippines (AFP), a sister .
military organization, as un—'

.of government, So, what the .
'prESIdent needs is to use the
- same muscle and strength of -

his alliance with Congress,”
Ferrer said an interview with
TVSon Tuesday.

-+ Ferrer admitted the dynam--.
‘ies in-Congress have changed

becatise of the_commg May_-.

“The previous: leverage'
and ‘hoid of the President in

able now, But we - still see i
the President that his appeal-'

Continues. The use of reason -
. and explanation is why we '

need to implement the BBL. So, .
it is not easy to put blame on-

“pthers. At the end of the day,

where did the BBL die? It is ve--
ally in the hands of Congress,”
Ferrer said.

Ferrer cited the amend-
=oments-in-the-Autonomeus
“Region i Muslim Mindanao*
- {ARMM) were passed in Feb--
ruary 2011 during the second

Congress and were carried

- Qver.
“it was over three years '

before it was passed. It is also
a very long process,” she said.

s

L ore BUrnage SRTSND

s Morann INE DECRE D

9 m
ol b

|(af GOt - T\ '

She added the death of the

-BBL saddened herbecatise thye~
next administration would

inherit the problem and con~

flict in Miridanao instead of &+

peaceful and orderly situation
inthe region being eyed by the
‘Aquino government. :

once they are alréady here.

_-But of coitrse, we are expect-
ing-that it will not result to
- a heightened conflict should,

""rCongresq is no longer avall-'_' " the government and the' MILF :

_gtand by t the peace agreemen_
she said :

the peace process without
studying the situation: "
~“They ‘are not checking if

what ‘was reported o what -
~they are saying are right.

So, thatis included in-the
problem. The incident in

‘Mamasapano was spinned.-
‘It has beén the center of the-
‘effort-on different polltlcal"

agenda and those people in
the area were the ones bemg
sacrificed,” she said.
- With AFP, Jess Dlaz,
Alexis Romero, Jaime Laude,
Awurea Calica

,-,‘.‘.

‘r'
&l

“The next admlmstra'tlon'
will face the same problem

Ferrer lamented many Who
“are misinformed are against
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For history’s sake, keep
the AFP museum open
Remember the old saying by ; _
George Santayana... Those whd do
not remember the past is doomed io
repeat them.” This was the quota- |
tion that came to my mind after
watching' ANC news with David
Celdran yesterday about the im--
minent closure of the Armed Forces

of the Philippines (AFP) Museum g2
because it could not pay its %ower = )
mill worth P1.347 million. This facility is run by my
cousin, former Police General Rufino Iba, Jr. wh_o_to}d
me of the many rare artifacts, many of them military
artifacts that are available for people to see when they
visit the AFP Museum. )

The Philippine Military has 2 glorious past... es-
pecially when you include the Filipinos ﬁﬁhﬁng the
Americans {incliding the Moro Wars) at the time -of
Gen. Emilic Aguinaido, which our historlans dub as th.e
Philippine American War, while the Americans call it
the Philippine Insurtection. I dare you visit the Iwo Jima
monument in Arlington Cemetery where on its sideis
emblazoned the ]%ilippine Insurrection.” Pundits of
history after all, say, “History is written by the victors.

But I dare say that the next Philippine President
whoever he or she would be should force the Ameri-
cans to change this part of our common history and
tell the truth about our wars, first against our Spanish
colonizers then against the Americans who took over
the Philippines from Spain. Then there is always the still
unfinished case of the Bells of Balangiga, which today
has never been returned to Samar. Again, the Aquino
regime literally “invited” the Americans back to their
tormer US bases here...without even resolving the
issue of the return of the Bells of Balangiga. If indeed
America is a friend of the Philippines, they must make
that small gesture to return the Bells of Balangiga for
the massacre of Filipinos in Samar in September 1901.

With this piece, Turge the Aquino Regime to salvage
and come up with the money to keep the AFP afloat 80
that history and the artifacts inside would be preserved.
Perhaps Malacafiang doesn't know that since the movie
“Henera) Luna” was shown months back... Filipinos
are now waking up to what happened in those years
in our history.

Last December we just launched our coffee table
book “War in Cebu” and it was perhaps the most suc-
cessful ook launch ever to happen in Cebu and the
University Press of USC said that the first edition is
now almost sold out. This means. .. our people want to

=~ Yeep our histary preserved and that's what President

OFFl Aquino should be doing,.

. ~ army212@oemail.com ~ Tei ne, {17) 845-0555 Local: 5285, 5295

Speaking of Philippine history... someday the infa-
mous Mamasapano massacre should also be featured in
the AFP Museum. Well, last Tuesday evening Iwatched
Lynda Jumila interview Rep. Rufus Rodriguez and Prof.
Miriam Coronel-Ferrer, chief negotiator %;;f the Philip=
pine Government:and -Mohagher Igbal,chiairman of
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) Peace Panel
and Government Peace Panel (over the phone) on what
happened to the Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL): =~

Clearly Prof. Coronel-Fetrer and Igbal.blamed
Congress for the death of the BBL and in fairess to
Rep. Rufus Rodriguez (whosupported the BBL) he too
admitted that there were unconstitutional provisions
in the BBL, which is why they came up with their ver-
sion, the Basic Law on the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region (BLBAR), which the two rabid pro BBL Igbal
and Ferrer said that the MILF refected. In short those
two idiots wanted the entire BBL that Malaysia was
pushing to become a law of the Philippines. This is
why many Filipinos dub them as “traitors!” Someone
even suggested that P-Noy did not push hard enough
for the BBL!

In fairness .to P-Noy... the BBL was the backbone
program -of his administration and Rep. Rodriguez
pointed to the 52 hearings on the BBL, but alas... the
BBL on its own is just unacceptable to the Filipino
people represented by their Congressmen and women.
More than anything... how many times did P-Noy call
his allies in Congress to push for the BBL, but in the
end they just couldn’t sell this to the Filipino people.

Now what is left is the blame game. Shame on you
Prof. Ferrer and your pal Igbal for selling to the Filipino
nation the BBL based on the false promise of peace
because you excluded the Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF), Even the crdinary man on the street
believes that a peace agreement with only one group
of Muslims would not usher any peace in Mindanao.
This is not to mention the many armed groups like the
New People’s Army (NTPA) that continually fight the
military in Mindanao and elsewhere.

Meanwhile former Department of Justice Secretary
Leila de Lima said that the Mamasapano reinvestigation
hackfired on Sen, Juan Ponee Enrile. While I agree that
he should have presented that audiotape, he was able
to pin the President’s role on Mamasapano. But all THE

anelists agree that it was the Mamasapano massacre
that kitled the BBL. :

Email; vsbobita@mozcon.com or vshobita@grmail.com
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By: interAksyon.com

February 3, 2016 3:51 PM
interAksven.com

The online news portal of TVS

MANILA, Philippines -- Petitioners filed a motion for reconsideration Wednesday before the Supreme Court
seeking the reversal of the decision upholding the constitutionality of the Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement with the US,

Among those who filed the motion were former Senators Rene Saguisag and Wigbertc Tanada, among the

Magnificent 12 who voted to boot out American military bases from the country in 1991, former University of the
Philippines president Francisco Nemenzo Jr., and several activist groups affiliated with the Bagong Alyansang

ffakabayan,

After severai deferments, the high court, voting 10-4-1 on January 12, rifed that the EDCA is an execuiive
ggreement, and not a treaty requiring Senate concurrence,

The 5C ruled that Article XVill, section 25 of the 1087 Constitution allows the president to enter into an
executive agreement on foreign military bases, troops, or faciiities if: (a) it is not the instrument that aliows the
presence of foreign military bases, troops, or facilities, or (b) it merely aims to implement an existing law or
treaty and holding that the EDCA is one such executive agreement.

However, the motion for reconsideration pointedly called the SC decision wrong, fauiting the tribunal for a "strict
textual approach” while “ignoring relevant colonial historical and contemporary events” in interpreting the
Constitution and the Mutual Defense Treaty and Visiting Forces Agreements, the pacts the EDCA is supposed
to impiement.

Parsing the arguments of the motion for reconsideration, Rachel Pastores, managing counsel of the Public
Interest Law Center, which represents Bayan, said in a separate statement: *Divorced from history, the
Supreme Court’s decision on EDCA fails to address the stark reality that the President has committed serious

breach and violation of the constitution.”
She said the high court disregarded "clear provisions” of the Constitution “in favor of a stretched-out argument
to expand the powers of the President.”

“The decision lacks legitimacy, especially in light of the Senate’s demand te submit EDCA for deliberation by
the legisiature,” she said. “Neither the Court nor the executive (branch) has the monopoly of discussion on the
presence of foreign military personnel and their war weapons and bases. The Constitution clearly accorded
unto the Senate, by representation the Filipino people, the power to decide on the return of foreign military

bases.”

“if the SC does not reverse its decision on EDCA.” Pastores said, “we will repeat the errors and horrors of our

military bases experience ”
Pastores also dismissed arguments the EDCA is necessary because of China's increasing aggressiveness in
the South China Sea.

“Even if on the pretext that we are calling in a bully --

the EDCA decision is wide off the mark. We cannot e
escalate to defend our home front,” she pointed out.

greedy and giddy one at that -- to scare off another bufy,
xpect the US to fly to our side the moment confrontations

“No such promise has been made, nor will be fulfilled,” she added.
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2 suspected rebels killed in Camarines Sur clash
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LEGAZPI CiTY—Two suspected communist rebels were killed in a ciash with Army soldiers in Bato town
in Camarines Sur province on Wednesday, a report reaching the Bicol regional police headquarters here

said.

Senior Insp. Maria Luisa Calubagquib, Bicol palice spokesperson, said the report did not identify the slain
rebels but soldiers reported recovering four M- 186 rifles from the clash site.

Calubaquib said a platoon of Army soldiers was patrolling the remote viillage of San Isidre in Bato at 12:50
p.m. Wednesday when they ciashed with a group of 10 New People’s Army rebels.
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