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“security forces, a civil society group
prokering atrucesaid. 7
-7 Bobby Bexito, secr:

" the Minda:
“said he

nito, secretary g’_éh_er_al_ of

People’s Caucus (MPC),
>avily armed rebels blo cked

entry and exit along the road between
barangays Butalo and Tee, effSctively
“trappinghim and fello peace activities .
‘trying fo broker a fruce the .
“governmentandthe BIFF. . . .
" “We are being trapped at (barangay)
Butalo Bridge where (military) clearing

operation is going on. Very high-pow-
- ered explosions are being heard around
' (us);” Benito said in 3 text message to

the Bulletin Tuesday noon. . - e

. Col Fe icisimo B adiongan, head of

Army’s 15t Mechanized Brigade, con-
‘firmed the continted massing of BIFF
rebels, saying hiis command was firing

_ mortar rounds of mortar shots in abid

to “drive Away the increasing number

- of enemies.” . SRS

- According to him, the bandits have

~ occupied barangay Tee, an adjacent

village of Butato where bridge con-
struction and dredging projects are

. uynderway. " . R S o

. The outlawed group, accordingtoits
spokesman Abu Mesri, the BIFF was

taking the cudgel for its members who
were demanding that unpaid rights of

" way on'lands traversed by the govern-

‘ment projects be immediately setfled.

_Musri claimed that five soldiers se-

curing construction workers were stain

in sporadic clashes that began on Fri-

3 day. The military belied the claim, say-

e e ing it was the rebel group that suffered ,
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS three fatalities and scores of wounded. -Tel no, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

But it admitted the wounding of three ¢ jznd
soldiers including an Army captain: B
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to 26tH Ifantry Battahon_engaged an
"/escaping group'of NPA rebels belonging

the mpaxgns agamst the NPA rebeis :
“in the region will be relentless.
- “We will continue our peace and
: development mztlatwes forthe peopI o
' ' Rega

“"'to guerrillafront 2 of the Southern Min-
danaf} Reglonal Comm;tbee (SMRC) led

~"the law; But for ’chose who' contmue' el s of'46th 1B and NPA ebels in
to choos __he path ofvmlence wewill . Sitio’ Logpaton Baranga’ nglang,
Vlgorously pursie and defest them - Pantukan.’
‘using legltlmate fnrce,” Vaiencza o “No soldzer was hurt on {hese :Cl—
pointed out. ' _dents while the NPAs were believed to
: .The mtens:ﬁed secunty actions of " have suffered casua‘ltaes as they Ieft be:
the army have already resulted in a | Hind traces of blondstains and various

_ series of armed confrontations agamst

" the NPA rebels in'the area, Capt. Rhyan” .
Batchar, chief mformatmn offxcer of -

10th ID said. -

: Last February 6 at around 5: 00
a.m., elements of Bravo Company of
the 73rd Infantry Battalion engaged

: '-persona! effects and other, parapherna—'-

lia’s atfer nnmedxately flecing the site of

" the incidents;” Batchar emphasized.

* Elements of 46th IB and 73rd IB

" are still condu’cting pursuit operations

against the NPAs in their respective
areas of operation.” '

OFFICE (;F THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emait add: oacpa.army2012@gmait.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose. Serving the reople Securing the land.

G




Ay Visie By ZOZE & wonio-Class Army hET S & Sourne OF halilng piide

{D2) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285¢ce

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army201 2@gmail.com - Telno.

2

oo WANL BULLETIN

-_soldxers guardmg 2 govern—
“maent flood. _contmi project in

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: nacpa.army2012@gmatl.com-Tel o, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

army Core Purpose Serving the people Securing the land.

'?_




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of nalional pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF cePUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 848-9555Local: 5285, 5285

0

February 2016

The WManila Times

elght others were recoxded in previous clashes'

smce_ the operation staﬂed on Fnday

on mllxtarymtelhgence and wa
'by eyewitnesses; T . SRR
" Budiongan said the BIFF also suffered an
anidetermined nimber of itijured, mdudmg_'_'-
- another sub-leader ofthe’ Toup xdentzﬁed only:
"as Commanéer Bitol:

_ w1den1ng pro ject in Barangay Butalo and_-
‘Barangay Tee of Datu Salibo on Pr_:day The '

exploswes were aHegedIy planted'

" Except for an army ofﬁce‘r“aﬁd two civilians, L

.who sustamed mmorm;unes, no othere&a }- }
.ties were reported
. Budxongan said an mdu'ect support ﬁre was -
_ bemg staged to drive way remaining BIFF groups,

' whowete occupymg Barangay Tee in the town. -

Local residents and stranded commuters re- -
e ave heard Joud EXPIO‘SIOHS onTues-
day along the highWay ' Datu Piang. They

expressed fear of renewed war in Mindanao.
" The Army commander alayed fear of war, add-
ing that the current operation was harmonized

" :passage of the Bangsamoro Basic iaw (BBL)
i Congress, which was also reportedly

Jatded by Moro National Liberation Front

: .(MNLF) founding chatrman Nur quuan and
his forces in Sulu. .

“The BIFE with more than 400 members, has 3

pledged allegiancetothe Islamic State (IS)and is

. opposing the cutrent pedce process in Mindanao.

MOH SAADUDDIN AND
FERNAN MARASIGAN
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BY VICTOR REYES

FIGHTING between govern-
ment troops and members of
the Bangsamoro Islamic Lib-
erationn Front erupted anew
yesterday in Datu Salibo town
in Maguindanao. .

The mifitary claimed to have
killed about 20 BIFF men in the
injtial firefight Priday to Satur.
day in Barangay Tee.

No enemy body has been
recovered and the deaths were
‘based on accounts of civilians,”
said Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, pub-
lic affairs officer of the -Army's
6th Infantry Division based in
the province.

Sporadic fighting was ongo-
ing as of yesterday afternoon,
she also said

Col. Noel Detoyato, chief of
the AFP public affairs office,
said the BIFF has sent reinforce-
ments to the area.

“The BIFF s resisting. The numy

The National ewspa.uer

ber of the eniemy is increasing
becatise BIFF men froth other
areas arrived. They have reinforce-
ments,” he said but added the
troops are still superior instrength
as they have armored assets.

" The BIFF has about 300 fight-
ers in Central Mindatiao:

Detoyato said the troops are
firing grenades with the use of
automatic grenade launchers,
“causing huge explosions,”
he said.

The military previously report-
ed that two soldiers, including an
Army captain, were wounded in
the initial fighting. The soldiefs,
assigned with the 2nd Mecha-
nized Battalion, were securing
a contractor involved in a flood
control project.

Petinglay said the fighting with
the BIFF men, who were said to

. betrying to extort money from the

contractor, broke out at around
4:30 p.am. Friday in barangay Tee
and lasted until Saturday dawn.

FPage: &{g

Detoyato said the BIFF men
planted improvised explosive
devices in the area. The bombs
were bombs were defused by
soldiers earlier Friday.

The BIFF men fired at the
soldiers, triggering a clash.

The following day, the BIFF
burned a backhoe of the con-
tractor.

At dawn Sunday dawn,
around 30 BIFF men attacked an
Army detachment in the nearby
barangay Sambulawan, No one
was reported killed or injured
on both sides in the fighting,
Petinglay said. -

At around 7 a.am. yesterday,
Army soldiers securing the
construction area again clashed
with an undetermined number
of BIFF men in barangay Tee.

The BIFF is composed of for-
mer leaders and mernbers of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
which signed 2 peace accord
with government in March 2014,
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Flghters'
i Capt
: '-jspokespers Vtor the. .
o 6th Infantry. Dwxsmn sald-'j' .

- the encountes They said
they saw the bandits carry-
‘ing their slain and wounded
companions a5 they' escaped
.after runmng out of ammu-
-hmhon : 2 :
s of fam111es fied
. their homes for fear of bemg :
caught inthe crossfire.
: : - John Unson
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ENTRUSTMENT OF FAs Il Stormtroopers has
new assault rifles

Lui February 9, 2016 0 Comment
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CAMP VICENTE LUKBAN, Maulong Catbalogan City — In fine with the Philippine Army’s goal of becoming
well-equipped and acquiring a respectable image in Southeast Asia by 2016, the 8th Infantry
(Stormtroopers) Division entrusts a iotal of 444 newly procured Remington USA R4 A3 Assault Rifies fo
the troops of 20th Infantry (We Lead) Battalion at 8ID Openiano Field here, 8 a.m. Wednesday.

Maj. Gen. Jet B Velarmino, Commander, 8ID spearheaded the ceremonial entrustment of firearms
together with Lt. Col. Antonio C Astilla, Commanding Officer of 8th Forward Service Support Unit and Lt.
Col. Hilarion G Palma, Commanding Officer of 201B.

Col. Cesar M idio, Assistant Division Commander; Col. Divino Rey C Pabayo Jr., Division Chief of Staff:
and Col. Clifford Cyrit Y Riveral, Division Inspector General were among others who witnessed and took
part in the distribution of R4 rifles to the troops.

The R4 rifle is a selective-fire (semi-automatic and automatic), gas-operated weapon that fires from a
ciosed bolt. It is hammer-fired and uses a trigger mechanism with a 3-position fire selector and safety

switch.

With the procurement of the 556mm R4 rifles, the early models of M-16 and M-18A1 rifles will be
replaced, since majority of which are already in poor condition and in need of repiacement.

The ceremonial entrustment of firearms symbolizes great responsibility and a reminder of every soldiers
duty to protect every Filipino, Maj. Gen. Velarmino said. “The issuance of the new 5.56mm R4 rifles will
greatly boost the morale of troops and enhance their warfighting capability’, Velarmino added.
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Families displaced as clash breaks out
between troops, BIFF

By John Unson (phitstar.com) | Updated February 8, 2016 - 4:57pm

The Bangsamore Islamic Freedom Fighters rabidly. oppose bridge and road pz‘e;ects in underdeveloped
aress fol hat their i & :ftn_iha Am-m Dhslstarf-" “"IF:!:: nhnfg o

IMAGUJNDANAO' thitppmes Authorities closed to trafﬁc: for four hours seciuded stretches of a hlghway
connecting Maguindanao’s Datu Saudi, Salibo and Datu Piang towns after bandits showed force along the
route, provoking firefighis with responding soldiers.

The series of gunfights between marauding members of the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BiFF)
and combatants of Army mechanized units in the three towns forced dozens of families 1o relocate to
neutral. grounds for fear of getting trapped in the crossfire.

Policemen immediately blocked stretches of the highways were BIFF gunmen and soldiers traded shots to
prevent civilian casualiies.

The BIFF is feared for using captured civilians as human shields to prevent soldiers from closing in when
they retreat from a guerilla-style attack.

BIFF bandits beheaded captives in previous harassments of predominantly Christian peasant enclaves in
other parts of Maguindanao and in North Cotabato province.

Captain Joann Petinglay, spokesperson of the Army's 8th Infantry Division, said the BIFF went on a
rampage after it failed to take over a government project site in Salibo town over the weekend.

Barangay folks said four BIFF bandits were killed while seven others, four of them minors, were wounded
in encounters sparked by their attempt to sabotage a bridge project in west of Salibo.

The BIFF is rabidly opposed fo bridge and road projects in underdeveloped barangays, apprehensive it
will make their fairs accessible o Army tanks and combat vehicles.
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Tuesday’s firefights at the tri-boundary of Maguindanao's adjoining Datu Saudi, Salibo and Datu Piang
towns waned at about 3:00 p.m. the same day when BIFF bandits ran out of ammunition and scampered
away, carrying at least four dead companions.

Evacuees confirmed seeing the bandits carry their slain companions away from the scene as they fled.
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sing of the guar 6t indanao D o der Brig. Geh. Ronnie
anging of the guard. New fastern Mindanao Deputy Comman nie
Evanggistg (left) bid% goodbye to outgoing deputy commander and now 3rd Infantry Division
commander Brig. Gen. Harold Cabreoros in Davao City. : :

o
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the couﬁtry’s umfermed personne
. to doit outs1de rmhtary camps. Sold

cami;mgn cap or ba]ler ID ms:tde'
« As'the campaign period began

_atedits pohcy to keep the }mhtary
' ’EhlS season—-——even i zndmdual 50l d1e

cal:stance: They' can only . campalgn
side,” said Brig. Gen. Restituto Padliia AFP.
spokesperson. o

.. 'While the country’s 120, 000 soldlers can of
seourse. Vote for thelr candldate, thIS matter :
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v _ Ta ‘day said theys were behlnd thedlling of
‘th Ovmcml security ch.tef of North Cota-

be“Bant}to” Ab nilla, long w1th
‘i odyguard 1dent1f1ed ‘s Jerson
8y mﬁlano was on his way to churc:h in

: own on; Sunday When three gun—

from _mulnple buﬂet wounds in. the head
._and body.: .

. i*The: Diocese of K}dapawan denounced

. the. killings, calling it a spectacular dis-
'play of inthtiman violence: “The Chiirchyal-

- so condeémns, this. a8 & violation of the

' .nght 0 Worship; - rzght to life of utiarmed-
“men, and right to pray undisturbed,” said:
Msgr. Carhto Garcia, the diocesari admin-
istrator. v

Italian pnest smurder
~In .4 statement, the spokesperson of
the New Peop}es Army (NPA) Mount
* . Apo'Sub-Regional Command, said Aban-
_illa - had . ties to the military-backed
Bagam group, headed by Datu Mansan-
' dong and Commander Iring, which 1§ ac-
tive’ m- “iumad” {md1genou5) r_ommumk
tieg. )
He was also 1nv01ved in the murders of
Tertori6 in 2011 and ar Ateriet student;
identified  as~ Ben_]ahne Hernandez n;.
2002 _ PRI S SR
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The Italiaf. priest was - killed " while:

: WOrkmg among the mdlgenous peopie of .~ Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285
g Arakan On: 'the'_other}j nd; _I—Iemandez

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBL! .

workmg with North: Gotabato Rep: Nancy'
Catamco (second district), ‘and: arming
the indigenous people of Arakan agamst_.
the NP AT :

Catamco said she wa te : empcaWr;?r
* the lumad to-assert their nghts to ances--
tral ‘domain and self-determination’ but -
not'to arm them to fight the insurgents;
. ‘She said Abanilla might have supportecii_
- -her in the 2010 elections; but :
ways in 2013 when. h'
< candidate - _
Monsignor Garci'a - said": ‘Abanilla’s’
killers belonged to a well-organized and
© well-trained group. “If they claim” that
they were implementing. revolunonary
Jjustice, they should realize that most de-
_cent people cannot condone this; maybe
only the fanatics among hardened crimi-
nals can do.”
“He rallied the people of North Cotabam
to work together to put a stop to “fhe vi-
_clous cycle of viclence and to unite in order
t6 uproot the root causes of conflict.” He
prayed for the Victims and their respective
families “and for all who were tratimatized
by this crime tor other. §imilar ctimes.”
: WzlhamorA Magbanua, InquzrerMm—
danao . .. : :

- Tel no. (02) 845-8855 Local: 5285, 5295
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passage. of "the 'BEL. The Exn‘,i_ u
Agreement is'tiot yet s;gned by (O
them: Thus_ this would reguirg -

them

i :Web Site

' admm;stratmn can either refilathe:
BBLor craft Jomﬂy through the
Transxtlon :

‘Bangsamore ...
_ Commxssmn (BTC), ‘st hkeiy
composeci of iew members ffom
both parties, a new basic law but

o 'ma.ndos were kﬂlm} durmg the

:la nching of. Operatwn Plan_

“start where they have . al raayslan terr
stopped. a5 is, Where 15, ‘the f__.-thad “and Fihpmo bnmb expert

inga Eatest edﬂ;orlai--

Bamt Usman :
““The’ Mamasapano 1n01dent

the: __---:merely triggéred the upsirge o1 -
‘had'broughtints surface ihe fong:

held: blases, haired Prefidices

Cand’ fear of the majority

siill pursuant to the letier and |

spmt of the Framework Agreememt

_-on the Bangsamoro (FAB) and the-
: Comprehenswe Agreemena cn the :

Bangsamoro (CABR). ~

“There js no other way forward
except the government would
resort {o approaches outside of the
parameters agreed by the parties.

. That would entirely be another B

story!” the MILF said,

The BBL was agreed upen by 2

the MILF and GRP peace panels
following the signing of the FAB and
then later CAB. -

The MILF enumerated four
re‘asons behind the “death” of BBL
in‘the I6th Congress.

populations agamst the Moros i
the MILF said: :

" “Those forces for change or'
those ‘supporting the BEL,

including the push exerted by
‘Presidest Aqumo are still waik

HE compaz‘ed to: the: forées of
~statud quoi which isvery strong,”
" the MILF added.

The MILF also branded the lack
of gquorum in the House of

. Representatives as reason behing
- the non- passage of BBL is just-an

ahbz
While he consmtently pushed for
BBL the President did not certify

‘the bill as urgent messure, At the

Senate, BBL was still under

'interpellation while at the House

of Representatives the BBL was
already in its final stages of the

i heanng
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_ d i gomg toa 0
s of shabu, which

presen’c owne: or P}{% OO_Q_ on Jan.
“before D Marcelm and Yan Yi Sho

e okesm 1 Chlef Insp_ __ctor
_ degia-T - refused t6 name the bu er, wh'
summ oned for quéstioning.
 He said: the owner of the condom1mum

5 111ega1 drug lords a_nd operators but: fa11ed 10 show
: documonts to euppor‘z his- claim. :
. i S CecﬁIe Suerte Fehpe
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~iansw was ablow agamst e propo
. “Because of the Mamasapatio

" the Moro- people’ by denymg 15

- even ‘the quorum to- dehberat
‘said in d privilege speech.

3 We have argued before that I

... undermined-its own historic legac

-~ ed comprehensive peace treaty wi

L _,rmshandhng of the speaal operano

A smgie loss of life in. the hIStOI'Y of the Phlhppme' Natzonal Po-
n hce The responszbzhty lies squarely on'the administration, -
- “Butwe also hold that while the BBL was grievously wound-
- ed by the operation that ignored both the Armed Forces of the
: _.Phlhppmes and the MILF, the government's counterpartinthe - . .
peace process, it did not sustain a fatal blow in Mamasapano. = ™
‘The chambers of Congress could still have saved it. After
the hysteria of the widely followed hearings in both the Sen-
ate and the House, the leaders of Congress could stilf have
mustered the pohucai will; the strategic fores;ght above all
the sense of historical responsibility, to engineer its passage.
‘Inistead, Congress became the center of pohtlcai postur- -
ing: Lawmakers who had previously basked in the stage-
by-stage achievernent of the peace treaty were among the
fifst to paint themselves with the colors of the blood:
stained flag. The discussion in both the corridors and the
sessions halls turned, absurdly, into the alleged lack of par-
ticipation or consultation in the making of the proposed
law. This was a brazen lie, but repeated, asserted authon—
- tatively, often enough, it fook on the shape of truth.
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vities .. hed light on the develop-
S the peace process with the MILF as well as t6 -
- sh gather information, positions, and insights from
" the various stakeholders.” More to the point, the pa
' of the 553 consultations, it had met with “rep
and supporters” of the Moro National Libera

with indigenous peoples 32 times, and with flead
ersa __O'fﬁéialé?f_6f_'l_b¢é1_'gove'minéﬁt_s.’sbtr’ié’-:l_oo".ﬁmg'__

 The idea, then, that the Bangsamoro Basic Law was pro-
_ -d through an unconsultative process was a canard, but
it was readily accepted and circulated in the cortidors and

“gegsion halls of Congress. It formed part of the rationializa-
. tion'that allowed legislators, even those closely allied with -
~ the admiiniistration, even those whose names were listed as.
-~ sponsors of the landmark measure, to let the BBL die. - -
~brof. Miriam Coronel-Ferrer, the chief govemment nie- -
gotiator, did not mince words ‘when the 16th Congress’
‘adjourned for the election break without passing the bill.
-“The sheer indifference and chroni¢ absenteeism of ma-
- jority of the legislators manifested in the lack of quorum
~almost on a daily basis in the House of Representatives,
and the prolonged and repetitive interpellation of oppo-
sites ate up the remaining sessions.” - | e
She added: “Inthe Senate, the intermittent absence of .

~the bill'sponsor and the remaining interpellator stalled*

thedeliberation” oo
~Severely wounded in Mamiasapano, the BBL died on

- the floor of the legislature—its blood spreading on'the -
marble, as absent Tawmakers fanned themselves in their
partitioned offices. oo o 0
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‘2 Mindanao nio
iy ng “all-oitt-w

S
2003 sa Pagaliingan, Magy
Binomba at nilanos ng miliar
Butiok, 1sang kor 1
bangmay fiesta

2008 datul 53 1 op ng Mindanao: Sa ngay
- kap Pero'hmd : san - AL Debacle.” Pipinnahan na sana ng _porsiyento pa lang ang kontribusyon i
182 Mindarao ay dahil sa walang masamdamang kasa= > Pamahalaang Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo” Mindanao sakasaganahan ig bansa. Pero
.ganahan doon? Kung mayroon sanang magandang *ang Merorandum of Agréement on An- . hamak na higit paang aasahan king
hanapbuhay, hindi magtitiyaga ang mga‘rebelde na Cestral Domain (MOA-AD) para ibigay matutustusan ang negosyo sa Mindanao
-_.._m'an_irahansa-gélhaf,nakaWalaysarxﬁnaz__nahai, nagtitiis " ang rialawak na teriforyo ng Mindanao nia atkusanp'titigil ang putikan dahil'may
1ig pagod at gutom at nakatuntong sa mpiyerno ang . kung tawagin ay “Bangsamoro Judicial B ibang pagkakakitaan ang mga rebélde:
 kaliwang paa. Dahil sagad na af wala nang mawawala - tity” (BJE), sa Moro Islamic Liberation " Angkailangan larig ay political wiling
pa kundi ang walang kuwentang buhay, hands sivang “Front (MILF). Kava lang, idineklara ng ‘gobyernc para’ pangunahan ang
ipagsapalaran ang lahat sa pakikibakang mhagsisilang - Supreme Court na unconstitutional arig pagpapauilad ng Mindanao s4 gitnang
_:ng_ka_sagana_hgn_,.kuz_;g:sak_aﬁ._:;Dah_i_l,_sa: gulo;nalifihis: .:-;-M_OA.—A]__):.-=-Hindi'nag'tag'aig"sihjndihanng_'Z- “enloatpighati
pati ang agenda ng Armed Forces ofthe Philippines - Moro National Liberation - w77 T 2 T
(AFP). Nakabase sa lupa ang 80 porsiyento ng' ~Eront (MNLF) noong
.:sandatahang lakas kahit pa napakialawak ny karagatan © 2013 ang “Zamboanga
"-ng":F_ili;iinasﬁa‘dépétbantayarz,'ialong"ayoﬁgmay_ban_fa . Siege.”Naglagablabang -
. 52 West Philippine Sea. Imbes na Navy ang palakasin, Zamboanga, mahigit 100
binthigop ng Army ang relairso ng AFP paralang . ang namatay at. 100,000
. masawsta ang rebélde. Samantala, kumustaangbuhay . ‘angnagbakwit Hanggang
- ng sibilyang nakagitna ‘sa labanan? Ayon sa letier- ngayon, tationg taonna ang
.+ writer saisang pahayagan, nakita niyaat naranasan - nakararaan, may mga
- ARENEF-NiNapaW na karahasan sa loob lamang ng ;- inaalagaan‘pang mga

15t iong paninitahan sa Mindana. Nang Tumipatsiya . bakwit ng *Zamboanga
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ONLINE NEWS
10 FEBRUARY 2016
AFP deliberates on shortlist for new

PMA superintendent

By: Jaime Sinapit, InterAksyon.com
February 9, 2016 3:14 PM

InterAksyoncom

The online news portal of TV5 - :

MANILA - The Board of Generals (BOG) of the Armed Forces of the Philippines is deliberating on the list
of candidates 1o replace the outgoing Philippine Military Academy superintendent who retires on February
17.

The outgoing PMA Superintendent, Lieutenant General Oscar Lopez, will reach the mandatery retirement
age of 56. He is a member of PMA “Dimalupig” Class 1981.

The PMA chief holds a 3-star position and senior officers call it a “retirement position”,

The shoertlist is reportedly topped by Major General Donato San Juan, a member of PMA “Mahariika®
Class 1984. He is current commander of the Army’s Special Operations Command {SOCOM), a position

he got in December 2013,

SOCOM is the mother unit of the Scout Ranger Regiment and Special Forces Regiment, the elite forces of
the Army.
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Cops, soldiers prevent violence in demolition of Digos

City homes
Byv: Eldie Apuirre
winguirerdptaet

Inquirer Mindanao

(#5:57 PM February 9th, 2016
DIGOS CITY, Davao del Sur ~ A melee nearly erupted when a court-backed demolition took place in Sitio

Power in Barangay Tres de Mayo here Tuesday.
However, the protesting homeowners affected by the demolition order eventually gave up when the police-

backed demolition team led by provincial sheriff Edgar Deparine refused to be deterred by the residents
who threw things and even hot water at them.

Deparine said he knew how painful it was for the homeowners — numbering 36 — to lose their homes but
he had to implement the demolition order.

“The area they settled in was owned by somebody else,” he said.

Supt. Aprit Mark Young, the city police chief, said the presence of the polfice and some military personnel
had prevented a full-blown viclence between the homeowners and the demolition team.

Oscar Bucol, Tres de Mayo village chair, said the problem was aggravated by & political camp that
politicized the issue. He did not identify the political party that meddied in the issue.

“The problem escalated when some politicians fed false hope to the homeowners,” Buco! said.

He said 5{119? homeowners had voiun'térily left and availed of the PS0,0DO-assistance and refocation site
provided for them by the provincial government.

‘It was a very good offer but politics played inte the equation and some of those who stayed behind
banked on the promises of their patrons that the land will be eventually awarded to them even if they knew
that the court has already decided in favor of the real owner,” Bucol said. SFM
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Jolo test mission bomb plot bared

By Rogl Parefic (philstar.com) | Updated February 9, 2016 - 2:24pm

reportediy part of the test mission of the new recruits of the Abu

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - Police and military forces intensified security after intercepting plot of
the Abu Sayyaf group to conduct bombing in the downtown of Jolo, capital of Sulu.

The Joint Task Group Sulu (JTGS) disclosed the Abu Sayyaf group under sub-leader Majan Sahidjuan,
who is an expert in demotion, has reportedly deployed six recruits to conduct the bombing.

The mission, based on military intelligence report, was part of the test mission of the new recruits.

The military revealed that targets include passenger vessels, different business establishments, cosst
guard station, cathedral, public market and road leading to the airport.

Aside from the test mission, the bombing plot was reportedly part of the Abu Sayyaf group’s diversionary
tactics to ease the offensive pressure launched by the government forces against its comrades in the

hinterlands of Sulu.

Factions of the Abu Sayyaf group staged bomb attacks weeks ago in Joio, hitting a combat police patroi
car and a videoke bar near the military headquarters.

At least seven Marines were injured after their convoy hit a roadside bombing at Barangay Lagtoh, Talipao
town last week.

The injured Marines who were brought to the military hospital here for further treatment were awarded
each with a Wounded Personnel Medal by Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo dela Cruz, chief of the Western Mindanao

Command (Westmincom).

Dela Cruz said relentless focused military operation against Abu Sayyaf continued even during the
political campaign period in Sulu to secure both the civilians and the candidates.
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