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BY VICTOR REYES

A LEADER of the Bangsamoro
Islamic Freedom Fighiers was
arrested by government forces
in Cotabato City on Tuesday
0ight, two years after the miti-
tary claimed 1o have killed him
irran air serike in Maguindanao,

Apprehended was Hassan
Indal alias Aby Hazam, the No.

ternal affaies, said Capt. jg-anp
Petinglay, public affairs o ficer
of the Army's 61h Infantr
sion. |
Indal’s son, Al who is also
affiliated with the BIFF, wus
kilicd in the same operation
carried out by the Army’s Sih
Special Forees Barttslion, 6031y

Brigude, and police operatives,

lix January 2044, then 6th ID
spokesman Col. Dickson Her
moso reported that the elder
Indal was kilted in an air strike,
during a military offensive
dgainst the BIFF that killed 40
BIFF men,

Sought for reaction, Hermoso
sald reports abour the death of
Indal in 2014 were based on
intelligence information, “We
didn’t recover his body acru-
ully,” he said.

AFP spokesman Brig. Gen.
Restituto Padilia sajd- "Rt
seemied that it (killing of Iadal
1 20 14) wus not verified, that’s
why he was subjected to an
vperation now (ast “TPuesday
night). . He wus certainly ar-
tested because people identi-

Page: ’5@

fied him as (Hussan Indal). This
is the same person nanied in the
warrani of arrest. He was even
with his son.” '

Petinglay said the Eroops
swooped down on the sufe.
house of the two in barangay
Kakangalan MB in Cotabarto City
around 11:30 p.m. by virtue of
40 arrest warrant on the elder
Indal for murder with double
frustrated murder issued by a’
Cotabato City court,

Recovered from the house
Were an M653 ritle with ane
munition, a cal. 45 pistol with
amumuition, and a fragnienny
tion grepade,

Petinglay said Al fired at the
operatng troops who fought
back, killing the vounger Indal
in the process, i

i
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Gov’t troops
pursuing BIFF

clash with MILF

BY VICTOR REYES

FIGHTING between Mogo Is-
lamic Liberation Front forces

and government soldiers who

Wwere pursuing members of the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

Fighters broke out yesterday in

Datu Saudi Ampatuan town in
Maguindanao. R

This prompted officials of gov-
ernment and the MILF, which.
signed a peace agreement in:
March 2014, to activate. peice
mechanisms o diffuse the tension,
saidt a security official who spoke.
on condition of anonyrnity. .

The National Newspaper

e

“There is an initial(update

* but still subject to verification

that earler today, our forces
came in contact with elements

‘they believed were BIFF, but it.

turned out to be MILF forces,”
the official said.

.. But'the souirce questioned

the presence of BIFF members

- in the area - Barangay Gawang

- which he said is an MILE con, -

munity,

.. Barangay Gawang is in Datu
Saudi Ampatuan town which is
near Datu Salibo town where
clashes between soldiers and.

- BIFF members extorting mon-

ey from a construction. firm
erupted Friday. '

The source said Barangay Gawang “is:in
the general area of our encounters with the
BIFF during the last few days.”

The incident in Barangay Gawang is the
first known mistaken encounter between

- government and MILF forces since last

year's January 25 Mamasapano incident that
claimed the lives of 44 police commandos.
The commandos were killed by the MILF,

the BIFF, and private armed groups after the
policemen entered arni ‘area that the MILF

claims to be its territory, -

The source said the MILF calied tlié_ atten:

tion of ceasefire officials, complaining that
government soldiers engaged MILF rebels.
Citing military reports, the source, how-
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ever, said those ‘engaged by the soldiers
were actually BIFF men. - - o

“They encountered the BIFF though the
MILF claimed that their fighters were the ones
engaged by the military,” the source said,

He said the barangay is an MILE commu-
nity where BIFF members and their families
also live. The BIFF is composed of former
MILF leaders and members.

“Ang tnong diyan, since may BIFF sa com-
munity nifa, may violation sila (MILF) sa cease-
fire, Bakit nandiyan ang BIFF?... Kung kini-claim
na sita (MILF) yun, ang tanong is bakit nandun
yuang BIFF sa cormpunity mila?” he said,

“At hindi basta-basta pumapasok ang sun-
dalo sa tugar na walang coordination, nag-
coordinate naman sa CCCH (Coordinating
Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities)
are ... Bakit nila binanatan ang mga sundalo

MGG Y i'n@gnml!.com ~Te} nO. (92)845‘9555 LOCHE: 5285,5295 "

kung MILF sila?” he added. - 1

Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, public affairs of-
ficer of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division®

based in Maguindatiao, said initial informa-

tion showed the soldiers clashed with BIFF
fighters and not MILF rebels. T
“What we know is that they are BIFF be- |
cause the MILF knows that we are there,”
sajd Petinglay of the armed group they |
clashed with. “We made (prior) coordina-
tion and everybody knows about the ongo- |
ing operation (against the BIFF),” she said. '
Petinglay said the fighting, involving troops
from the 61st Division Reconnaissance Com- !
pany, was near an MILF community, She said
one of the operating troops was wotinded in”

- the fighting which Iasted until aréund 11 a.m.

She said the BIFF suffered an undetermined
number of casualties, - i
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Moro rebel killed, 3 wounded in clash between MILF, Army in Maguindanao

By: Karlos Manlupig

DAVAO CITY — A Moro rebel was killed while a 15-year-old civilian, another rebet and a government
soldier were wounded when fighting erupted between members of the Moro islamic Liberation Front
and Army soldiers in the town of Datu Saudi in Maguindanao on Wednesday morning.

Von Al Haq, vice chair for mifitary affairs of the MILF, said the fighting started at 10 am. after
government forces who were conducting pursuit operations against the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters, altegedly entered without any coordination an identified base of the group’s 105th
Base Command.

“We were shocked when we received reports about the incident because we were informed about
the ongoing military operations against the BIFF and we told the AFP through the ceasefire
mechanism to be careful because we have a base near the area,” Al Hag said.

He said the MILF was confident that there would be no complications because they have informed
the military about the location of the 105th Base Command under Commander Haon,

“The MILF immediately activated our ceasefire commitiee to pacify the fighting. We also asked the
Internaticnal Monitoring Team to help troubleshoot the problem,” Al Hag said.

Another rebel was reportedly wounded while a government soidier was also hurt in the encounter,

The heavy firefight ended around neon after a total ceasefire was implemented.
"Both the MILF and the government, through the help of the IMT, should investigate why this incident
happened despite our efforts to inform about the focation of our forces,” Al Hag said.

The MILF initiglly requested that the operating government roops temporarily pull out from the area
so that an organized ceasefire could be enforced to prevent further casualties.

Despite the death of a fighter. the MILF said that the peace agreement was not going to be

disrupted. The MILF leadership expressed optimism that the encounter would be resolved and wouid
not escalate.

The MILF said the clash was not in any way connected to the refusal of the present Congress to
legisiate the Bangsamoro Basic Law, which was aimed at facilitating the fuil implementation of the
peace agreements between the rebel group and the government. SEM
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news.pia.gov.ph
23 rebels surrender since January 2016
Joey Sem G. Dalumpines

DAVAO CITY, Feb 10 (PIA) A total of 23 rebels returned to the folds of the law since January ] this year
from various fronts in the regions of Davao and Socksargen.

Captain Rhyan Batchar, spokesperson of the 10th Infantry Division attributed the surrender to the open
arms policy being offered by the local government units and the soldiers to those thinking of leaving the

armed struggle.

He said the military has also intensified its security operations in the countryside making the rebels to he
always on the run,

Soldiers under the 10th ID were involved in a series of encounters with rebel forces last week in the
provinces of Compaostela Vailey and Davao Oriental.

Batchar identified the fatest to surrender in their aliases as Pablo 21, Borjack 18, and Boboy, members
of the front 71 of the New People’s Army Far South Mindanao Region.

They surrendered to the authorities in Jose Abad Santos, Davao Qccidental.

Major General Rafael Valencia, commander of the 10th ID welcomed the former rebels and assured fair
treatment from the government.

He also vowed to run after rebels who continue the armed struggle.
“We hope that the active rebels will follow their former comrades. The rebel movement has caused a

lot of broken families, lives wasted and denial of peace and development in communities,” he said.
{PIA 11-Joey Sem G. Dalumpines)
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Marecelino transfer
to Navy opposed

BY ASHZEL HACHERC

THE Philippine National Police-Anti-Jilegal Drugs Group yesterday op-
posed the bid of Marine Lt. Col. Ferdinand Marcelino 1o be transferred
from his present detention place in Camp Bagong Diwa in Bicutam,
Taguig to the Philippine Navy or the National Bureau of Investigation.
The PNP-AIDG set it would set a bad precedent, adding: “It is
best to detain him at the Bureay of Jail Management and Penology
facility to avoid negative perception that respondent Lt. Colonel
Ferdinand Marcelino enjoys special treatment.” ‘
The PNPIDG stand was stated in a letter to the Department of Justice
" signed by 8r. Supt. Manolo Ozaeta, who said Mareeline’s concerns
on his safety must be addressed by the BIMP.
Marcelino had requested that he be
transferred to the custody of the Navy or
NBI due to security concerns, saying he
shares his Taguig detention facility with
individuals whomhe caused to be arrested
when he was still the head of the Special
Enforcement Service of the Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency. :
“The Navy, through-its head, Vice Ad."
miral Caesar Taccad, also requested that
Marcelino be placed under their custody
for “his safety and protection.”
The DOJ had eatlier proposed Mar-
celino's transfer to the custody of the NBI
and the Navy. .
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Hope despite the death of the BB

THE PROPOSED Bangsamoro Basic Law is
dead. The last day of the 16th Congress sealed
the fate of the once celebrated document. Pro-
duced by representatives of the government,
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, foreign
stakeholders, local peace advocates and grass-
rools communities, the 17-year product of con-
stant dialogie and continuous consultation
was killed by inaction and indifference,

As early as last December, some proponents
of the BBL had lost hope and were sounding
the death knell for the proposed law. All the
trust and momentum that made us believe that
peace and reconciliation could indeed he pos-
sihle in Mindanao were lost in an unfortunare
incident that claimed the lives of §4 Filipinos
(44 Special Action Force troopers, 17 members
of the MILE and three civilians), What was
dezmed a fair striictare that could give the
original inhabitants of Mindanao their due
died in an ill-fated mission that the majority of
the Moro people had nothing to do with.

The rippling effect of the Mamasapano en-
-ounter in January 2015 cannot be denied. It re-
sulted i a maelstrom of Mistrust, 50 strong it
einvigorated the age-old bias sown by eoloniz-
15 against the Moro people, Suddenly, an entire
vation became apprehensive of the BRL. Such
ipprehension Mueled what was displayed during
he last session days of the 16th Congress—the
lisinterest, apathy and antagonism of lawmak-

ts which ultimately led to the body’s failure to
Ome to terms with what the proposed law in.
=0ds to provide the Moro people,

What is curious about the BBL (which may
tso be the reason for the Strong resentment
gainst it} is that people see it according to its
reming religious undertone: the Moro people
eing followers of a religion that has been con-
antly met with prejudice, when in fact it is
ot the issue to begin with. What the Moro
20ple are fighting for is their “indigeneity”
-being among the first inhabitants of Min-

COMMENTARY

Jesse Angelo I. Alter

danao, men and women who fought valiantly
and thwarted the many attempis of colonizers
to subjugate them. They are still with us today
because they resisted the rools of homogeniza-
tion employed by foreign invaders.

While the Moro people were abie to fend off
colonization, the introduction of masny state
policies and government migration programs in
Mindanao during the early 20th cemury result-
ed in the original inhabitants becoming a mj-
nority in their domain—marginalized, brotight
to the peripheries in the Jand they once owned.

Isit fair to deny the Moro people what is due
them because of something not of their own
making? By denying them whar they righty
deserve, the patterns laid down Dby history
were strengthened. As a resulr, they may fight
back. Oppression and marginalization are the
root cause of all insurgencies. And the op-
pressed and marginafized have just been given
another reason not to trust the majority,

All our Moro brethren want to do is to pre-
serve their identity. Al they are after js for their
children o realize the richness of who they are
by instituting a framework thar will safeguard
their heritage in their own land. They are aot af-
ter secession. They want the BRI, because it will
lead to a just and reparative structure that will
empower them as a distinet cultural group, so
that they can actively take part in nation-bujld-
ing. They have just beeq denied thar.

Cardinal Orlando Quevedo, the archbishop
of Cotabato, affirms that the msurgency in
Mindarao is “rooted in the injustices done
against the Moro people, against their Moro

identity, their valid cry for political sovereigaty,

and their demands for integral development.”
The goal of the BBL is to address exactly that.

Talking with some of my Moro friends, Tean
feel their frustration over what hag happened.
They feel betrayed by the majority and are ip-
set that they were again portrayed in a bad
light in Mamasaparo. 1 ask our Moro brethren
0 not give up, to still he willing to ralk peage.

A this time, all we can hope for is that the
trust and confidence built during the 17 long
years of dialogue and deliberation will be sus-
tained, While the prepared framework didn't see
the light of day due in part to prejudice and dis-
crimination, the networks and fz"iendship estab-
lished between and among those who took part
in the lengthy peace process—the Christians,
Moros, and indigenous peoples. of Mindanao
—are something to celebrate. More and more
people are now seeing the beauty of dialogue,
and, despite this tragic reversal, are beginning to
understand the plight of the Morg people and
other minorities in our country in general, They
are fighting a legitimate and just battle.

These words are from a Christian settler
who has seen the reality in Mindanao, May we
fearn to open our hearts to our Moro brethren.
May we finally let go of our prejudices and tru-
ly give peace a chance. The road to peace is full
of abstacles; may the death of the BBL be con-
sidered only as such, Despite its death, we still
long for peace, Despite its demise, may we still
work hard for an inclysive frameveork that will
address the needs of the diverse composition
of Filipinos in Mindanao,

Levus continue to hope.

Jesse Angelo 1. Altex O’ﬁsseange[o.aitez@msugen-
san.edu.ph) teaches philosophy at Mindanao State
University in General Santos City. He is engaged in
the work of the Transitiona/ Justice and Reconcilia-
tion Commission, the research arm formed under
the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamorp.
The views expressed here are his oum,
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HE Suprcme Court of the

Philippines has cleared a .
legal obstacle to the im- -

plementation =of ‘the Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agreement
{EDCA), but the Philippine Sen-
ate, two formet senators, and pro-
gressive groups, have challenged
its constitutional validity.

The Senate has demanded that
EDCA go through the ratifica-
tion process, deeming it a treaty
agreement that mandates the con-
currence of the upper chamber,
while former Senators Francisco
S. Tatad and Resne Saguisag and
progressive groups called it an
“affront” to the nation’s sover-

eignty.

Richard Javad Heydarian, pro-
fessor of political scdence at DeLa
Salle University in Manila, viewed
the agreement in a different per-
spective. In an article published
by The Diplomat rhagazine, he
said a closer look at the EDCA
revealed that it did not pave the
way for the re-establishment of
US bases in the country, but rath-
er paved the way for a massive
increase in the Arnerican military
footpzine on Philippine soil, par-
deudarly across a series of much-
prized bases, some of which ate
close to the South China Sea. As
he putit, “we are looking at 2 new
generation of Amcrican overseas
milirary access,

Yet, Prof. Heydarian, author of
the book titled “Asia’s New Bat-
tlefield: US, China, and the Strug-
gle for Western Pacific”, noted
that the pact did not give any as-
surance that it would significantly
enhance Manila’s hands in the
disputed parts of the South China

Sea, and even watned that the
“regional maritime disputes could
get even more comphicated as the
two superpowers, China and the
United States, move dangerously
close to each other.” )

He pointed -out that the EDSA
provided  US forces
negotiated, and Hmited atcess
to a number of mutually-agreed
upon locatons, and that so far,
the Americans have zeroed in
on at least eight prime military
bases, including Subic and Clark,
as well as Oyster Bay in Palawan,
strategically close to disputed land
features and watets in the South
China Sea.”

Instead of perrnanent US bases,
he went on, we are looking at the
establishment of forward operat-
ing sites and cooperative secutity
locadons, where the host nation,
theoretically, enjoys considerable
supervision and control over the
activities of the visiting forces.
This means that the US will en-
joy low-cost and flexible aceess to
presume locations in the Philip-

“rotational;

pines, he said, becanse it will no
longer have to pay huge sums to
rent out Filipino bases, not tw
mention that the Philippines wilt

“actually end up payiag for the

transportation and utility costs of
the visiting forces.

Tri'shatt, he went on; the US. will
enjoy low-cost and fexible - ac-
cess to preminm locations in the
Philippines. So whar is the coun-
try getring in exchange? There is
nothing in the EDCA that com-
pels the US 1o come to the rescue
as far as Sino-Philippine tertitorial
disputes are concerned. All that it
has reiterated, in the new agree-
ment that was signed, shortly be-
fore President Barack Obama's
visit to this country in mid-2014,
was that it was not aimed at Chi-
na, but instead at eshancing the
two allies’ capabilities in the realm
of humanitariaq selief and disaster
magagement operations.

A cursory look at Washington’s
diplomatic -position, he recalled,
reveals that in the past decades
various administrasions refused to

Page: E\r

clanfy whethcr ﬁne US-Pkuhppme
Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT)
will be. apphcd in the-evént-ofa "
conflict over. Phﬂlppme-cimmed/
occupied ‘tettitories in the South
China Sea.. .

In conclus1on, Prof.. Heyéamn
voiced “the hopcs of the Philip- -
pines that an “increased US milic
tary foorprint on its soil will nome:
theless' provide some’ element of  ;
latent ‘deterrence’ agamsz furthet

"Chinese provocations:” Although .

not:legally “obligated  to do so,
Washington will sutely come un-
dertremendous political pressure
to help the Philippines in an event
of contingency.in the. disputed .
waters. Purthiermore, EDCA fa- 5
cilitates -the: expansmn of ‘joint
military " exercises;  the enhance- .
ment of intetoperability -among.
the two allies, and the transfer
of more US funds and military

“eéquipment to the Armed Forces -

of the Philippines.”
-At all events, with a growing
American presence in the area,

. will-China step-up its. tonstruc-

tion activities in the South China
Sea and act more agpressively in
its territorial disputes not only in
the South China Sea but also East
China Sea, and thus set the stage
for a new phase of Sino-American
tivalry in the Asian region? Or,
will it bring peace?
eokok .

Quoﬁe of the Day: “What we
dignify with the name of peace is
really only a truce in accordance
with which a country renounces
its claims, whether just or unjust,
untll such time as it as it can find
an oppotturnity of asserting them
with arms!”— Anon.
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ONLINE NEWS
11 FEBRUARY 2016

www.inquirer.net

Firefight between gov’t, MiLF forces erupts in Maguindanao

A firefight between members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and government forces broke out
in the town of Datu Saudi in Maguindanao on Wednesday morning.

Von Al Hag, vice chair for military affairs of the MILF, said the fighting started at around 10 a.m. after
government forces, who are on a pursuit operation against the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFF), intruded into an identified base of the group’s 105th Base Command.

“We were shocked when we received reports about the incident because we were informed about the
ongoing miiitary operations against the BIFF and we told the AFP {(Armed Forces of the Philippines)
through the ceasefire mechanism to be careful because we have a base near the area,” Al-Haq said.

He explained that the MILF was confident that there will be no complications because they have informed
the military about the location of the 105th Base Command under Commander Haon.

“The MILF immediately activated our ceasefire committee to pacify the fighting. We also asked the
international Monitoring Team (IMT) to help troubleshoot the problem.” Al Haqg said.

Sources said that the ceasefire mechanism is now using all means to stop the fighting including the help
of both peace panels, however, sporadic firefight is still going on as of press time.

Reports said that a government soldier was wounded in the incident while an MILF member was killed.

“Both the MiLF and the government through the help of the IMT should investigate why this incident
happened despite our efforts to inform about the location of our forces,” Al Haq said.

The MILF said that the peace agreement still stands and that the leadership is optimistic that the incident
witl be resolved and will not escaiate.

www.homboradyo.com

AFP nakahanda sa tangkang paghihiganti ng BIFF re: pag-aresto sa kanilang lider
By Analy Soberano

Malaking dagok sa grupong Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) ang pagkakaaresto sa ika-apat
na lider ng rebeldeng grupo nito sa Cotabato City kagabi.

Nakilala ang naarestong top BIFF leader na si Hassan indal alyas Abu Hassam na siyang vice chairman
for internal affairs ng Bangsamoro islamic Freedom Movement at commander din ng 4th Division sa BIFF.
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Bukod sa pagkaaresto kay Indal napatay din sa nasabing engkwentro ang anak nito na nakilalang si Atih
Indal.
Napag-alaman na naniaban ang batang Indal sa mga tropa ng pamahalaan.

Ayon kay AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla na anumang pagkaaresto sa hanay ng BIFF ay
siguradong makakaapekio sa kanilang organisasyon.

At dahii dito nakahanda ang militar sa anumang tangkang paghihigante ng rebeldeng grupo.
Sinabi ni Paditta na nakaalerto ang puwersa ng militar sa buong Maguindanao area.

Aniya nananatiling nasa proactive measures ang militar dahil na rin ito sa maraming mga pagsalakay na
tnilulunsad ng BIFF simula noong nakaraang taon.

Pagbibigay diin ni Padilla na nais kasi ng BIFF na hadlangan ang ongoing development project sa
nasabing probinsiya.

Sa kabilang dako, ina-assess pa ng militar kung ililipat dito sa Metro Manila ang naarestong lider ng BIFF.

www.bomboradyo.com

AFP chief nasa Mindanao para tiyakin all set na ang seguridad sa 2016 polls

By Analy Soberano

Nasa Mindanao ngayon si AFP chief of staff General Hernando Iriberri para tiyakin na in-placed na ang
inilatag na security measures ng militar lalo na sa mga lugar na mayroong presensiya ng mga bandidong
Abu Sayyaf at Bangsamoro Istamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

Ayon kay AFP Spokesperson BGen. Restituto Padilla na ang pagtungo ni chief of staff sa Western
Mindanao Command ngayong araw ay bahagi ng kanilang paghahanda sa nalalapit na halalan lalo na sa

mga lugar na kinokonsiderang election watchlist areas.

Sinabi ni Padilla na mas mainam na direktang tutungo si Irriberi sa mga {ropa para maging maliwanag sa
mga ito ang guidance ng higher headquarters na manatiling apolitical sa nalatapit na halalan,

Mahigpit na tinututukan ngayon ng militar ang mga lugar na may mga presenslya hg armadong grupo.

Kinokonsidera pa rin ng militar na malaking banta sa nalalapit na halalan ang presensiya ng mga private
armed groups.

“The most serious threat sa election is the presence of private armed groups and as part of our efforts,
make sure security, stepping up operations in selected areas " pahayag ni Padilla.
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Promotion ng AFP officials na nagpakita ng political leanings nanganganib

By Analy Scberano

Nagbabala ang pamunuan ng Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) na posibleng malagay sa alanganin
ang promosyon ng sinumang sundaio na mahuhuling nag-like sa social media ng isang pulitikc o

masangkot sa pamumulitika.

Ayon kay AFP spokesperson BGen. Restituto Padilla na minomonitor nila ang bawat galaw ng kanilang
mga tauhan lalo na ngayong opisyal nang nagsimula ang campaign period.

Sinabi ni Padilla na bahagi ito ng direktiba ng AFP leadership na rnatiyak na walang sinuman sa kanilang
hanay ang masasangkot sa pamumulitika sa layuning mapangalagaan ang imahe ng institusyon at
mapanatili ang pagiging apolitical.

Bukod sa promosyon, nanganganib din na masampahan ng kasong administratibo at reklamong conduct
unbecoming of an officer sa ilalim ng Articles of War ang sinumang sundalo na magpapakita ng political
leanings.
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