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‘machings’ rejected ballots' with
‘gignatures of the BEI that went
“heyond the Box:

Bau__tista:'said_-}_thé'-fmoi:k__polls _voters getting impatiént: -and: aware eSS | i g
wed th D TAMp UP VO, discc;}iirsggdxo_casttheir;votes;”-"-."
- Presidential Commumnications
Secretary, Herminio Coloma Jr. )
said over state . radio yesterday . [ “t-also showe

____‘Iti_'i'&fas“a'gﬁo'd'ii‘e__ammg_\exp : Jmelet L
ce. At least we already saw that the Comelec shouidaddress: potential glitches that need 0.
t we. still = concerns that emerged ori Satut-". be addressed in’terms’ of trans-.
e o e i day “to; ensure the  conduct of  mission - and other technical
m,”hel iones - orderly -and: credible’s problems.: that .coiild “hamper’
yond the es _ " said. “What we domewantis for- - elections this coming May” - voting and the sending of re-
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ational Board ‘of Can*
: statloned at the Com-

i held_ over. theweek
end in elected areas“

nationwide.” L

T beheve that the more prac-
tice we  do, the . better.  We
should alsa Iook into the posst:
blltty of wxdenmg the scope of
the exercige so we can fuliy ob:
serve the system end to end,”
Comelec Chair Andres Bautxsta
said in an mtemew over dzBB

radm yesterday S
Rt COMELECIAIG ﬂ
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UTUAN CITY (PNAY = The justice for their slain Idn, according'to’ .our iall to abate the misery and series
smains of a3 tribal leddet, . the PIA 13 yeportis e o of killings ofour tribal (umad) brothers.
Abducted last November by =~ The slain lumad leader worked for . We cannot afford to lose more lives: We
srried men believed 1o be -  the “Ban ' are human and we cannot allow:these

New Paople’s Arniy (NPA) rebels, was ' estg jard, and was a known ar ‘illegat . . ruthile §NPAsrule over us. We need to
discovered recently in 2 mointainous . loggnga Gocate T £ Acknow! ‘pelieved that hiimanity will
area in Barangay La Purisima, Cagwait .- Aformer NP, member had laimed still reign in U8, stressed Maca: "
town in Surigao del Sur. oo that Garcia was forcibly taken by an .- The PIA repoit also said that.’as a

s resultof Garéia’s death, the command-

 InaPhilippine Information Ageicy - “armvied group from his house as his
Region 13 (PIA 18) report released children watched on the evening of  ingofficer of the 36th Infantry (VALOR)
1ast, Friday, the remains of 54-year-old - Novertiber 15 last year. - Battalion, Fourth Infantry Division
Cristituto Garcia, a Manobo tribe leadsr Thearmed me, beliéved to be NPA based in Surigao del ‘Gur, T4 Col. Ran-

_and resident of Sitio Hinayhayan, also . rebels, reportedly brought the vietim dolph P Rojas, has eondemned the exe-

ir Cagwait town, bore signs thathehad - to-Sitio Cagburao, Cagwait, Surigao cution-style killing of yet another lumad
Heeén shot nuiferous times. T "del Sur where he wis believed fo Have _'le_édér-b‘y_'cam"munist-:iﬁsiirgen’is?":
1. This sparked an outrage among - been executed. .. el a i e NPA has alread;  killed -hun-
{urnad communities with Rico Maca, . = “We have been praﬁng-fofyeai‘s-to:&f ‘dreds of innocent fumads in Mindanao
tribal leader of San Miguel and Chair- receive justice for the other 428 tribal  and most of their viclitis ¢ame from
than of the Indigenous People Crisis people dqumads) who were also killed  Caraga region. We will continue to
Committee of Surigao del Suy, express- and we cannot do this alone. We need conduct security operations to protect

ing his grief over ihe Killing of another each others’ help and cooperation. We the lumad communities in the province

lunad leader. need the government and the different  from that group who sows terror to
- Garcia’s family has also called for organizations tobe firm in response 10 them,” Rojas said.
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BUTUAN (,I’I‘Yw

in a fierce encounter in Barangay Sta:
Fe, Taghiria, Surigao de} Sur Saturday
as government troopers siiccessfully
repulsed an Attempt by the insurgents
to attack a' banand plantation; an Army
report said yesterday. -

First Lieut. Karl Jan S. Devaras,
commanderof4]st Civil-Military Opera-

tions (415t CMO-Magkahiusa) Company =
of the 4th CMO Battalion; said elements -

of “Charlie” Company of Thie 75th Infan-
try (Marauder) Battalion (75th IB) were
conducting security patrol when they

ﬁ ‘were engaged hy an undetermmed numn
. ‘berofheavily armed NPAs at the wcmzty

Asoldler andaNeW - -of SUMIFRO Farm Comipany.

People’s Army (NPA) rebel were killed -

. Devaras said the rebels were be-
heved to have hatched a plan to burn

- heavy farm equipments of the company

as part of their extortion racket. .

He said the fire fight lasted for al-
most 10 minutes before the suspected
members of NPA, armed wing of the
Communist Party of the Phlhppmes

-(CPP) withdrew:to the forest..

. Hé said an NPA'rebel was kii[ed in this
ﬂre fight and troops were also able to seize

"an improvised ‘explogive devices TEDS)

with blasting cap and detonating chord
and a caliber-45 pistol from him,

b
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_ Goyermment troops have
te_r’isi_i;“ied__hot-pprsui_t operations
apainst New People’s Army.

(NPA) rebels that encountered
glements; of the army’s 50th
Infaniry Battalion in Pinukpuk,
Kalinga, and resulted in the Kilt-
ing of a soldier Jast Thursday.

- Lt Colonel Gulliver Semires, ...
cornmatider of the army’s 50th:..
Infantry Battallion, said that ..

he coordinated to the Pinukpuk
Municipal Police Station (MPS)

'fd'r_ .tihé_ conduct -éf eheckpomt

)C0s. NoTie: els
troops h%?e__in; S

" diers were from

operations to confain the reo-

- Last Thursday’s encourter
in Sifio Bacras, Barangay Apa-

" tan, Pinukpuk, Kalinga resulted

in the killing of Private Roderick

- Azada, a native of Abra and the
“wounding of Corporal Joef De

Leont.a'nativé of Ilocos Sur. -

- Senires said they suspect

the rebels encountered by sol
s were from the Kilusang

Larangang Guerilya (KLG) unit

under the NPA'S ‘Liejo Cawilan

Cotnmand. R
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 ByNONALQUITRAN
. Two.men tagged in the kil
ingt of a judge in Cagayan

I
n

people arrested ina drug raid in:

Taguig City at dawn yesterday.-
- Police raiders headed by:

Senior Superintendent Ron-

ald Lee, chigf of the Criminal

Investigation and Detection

(CIDG) National Capita!

hand grenades, 100 gram o

15 of
shabu worth P600,000 and drug
-paraphernalia during ‘the raid

in Baj_an'g'ay Pinagsama::

ng those arrested were

vaand Noel Ismael,

both suspects in the killing of.
\ndres Cipriano of the

egional Trial
ligene Arie ‘a
police trainee of the National
Capital Region Police Office
(NCRPO), and Péc. Philip Abad
of the Army’s 51st Brigade. -

" Lee said Cabeza was the
leader of the Cabeza gur=for-
hire group. Another member

ourt

_ : rid lice
tr were among the:21-

covered five firearms;
03 grenades, three-

3

“of 'the gron
- 1n the operation. .~

©Cabezahas pending arres
mitrder, fristrated murder and violation

a5 niabbed

arrarits for-

- of Republic Act 10591 or illegal possession
of firearms and ammurutior, police said.
.The raid was conducted after the

d.information’that. Ca-
“beza’s group was maintainic
ing a drug den in Barahgay

“Pinagsama, T R
i Armed, with search war-
“rants ssued by Jidge Lorifel
Lacap Pahimna of the Taguig
RTC Branch 69, members of
‘the CIDG, Regional Public
Safety Battalion of the NCRPO
and the Highway Patrol Group
‘swooped .down on the sus-
pects” seven hideouts at past
Zam. o s
- Accordirig to Lee, they were
‘approaching the group’s sev-
‘enth_safehouse when sorite-
body lobbed a hand grenade
at them. The grenade did not
explode. .= .. oo
_Ashootout ensued and vne
of the suspects, identified as
Richard Santiago, was hit. He
was taken to the hospital for

treatment.. .. .
- The suspécts will be charged
with illegal possession of Gre-
arms, explosives and drugs

., before the Taguig RTC, . =

+ ‘They are being held at the
CIDG headquarters at Camp
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Rpspondmg pohce officers recovered ﬁve bullet sheﬁs foran
.M16 rifle and a"45 caliber pistolat the crimé scene.

- Police withheld the identities of the assallants m Grder
to Jeopardize the: investigation: s - -
. Probers havé vet fo determme the imotive for the Ihng,
Wl'uch occlirred amid the deplovment of addlhonai police and
mzhtary torces in the provinces fitst:district. e

sLastweek Intenor and. Local: Government Secre ar Mei _
80 officers of the. Spec1al ction
_ nveshganon Group and the Army’s 43rd. In—
fan‘rry Batallion in the area to avert election-related violence:

- Samar police director Superintendent Rommel Cabagnot
urged the community to help maintain peace and order. -
~ Miriam Desacada/Freeman

%
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Soldiers, cops shed blood for Da

UNDREDS of cops and il

“tary pessorinel yesterday donated:

‘blood duting the Valentine’s Iay
“bioodletting activity of the Que-

zon City Police District (QCPD)

at its headquarters in Camp Kar-
ingal in Quezon City. :

QCPD  director  Chief ~Supt.

ithe  Armed Forces of the Philips:
“pines’ Jomt Task Force-National
“Capital Region dopated blood:, i
| The. ‘activity, dubbed .
"Dugo at’ Gamutan $a Araw ng-

sonnel of theQCPD andSO fro

roga Puso,” was held by the Phil-~
ippine Red Cross (PRC). Quezon

e QCPD Hests S
- The Philippine Chatity Sweep:

stakes Office (PCSO) ook care
- “iof the nccd'eé,phar_r'riﬂri'cuticéls for

the bloodletting

tivity, doctors and nurses of the
QCPD Health Setvice provided
free medical and dental consulta-

Aside frofn the bloodletting 2c-

ons and treatments for' QCPD
personnel, dependents; and people

" residing around its headquartets.
© Attendees were also tteated to
" a free spa, facial treatnent, and
" fnassage from health’ and well-
‘hess establishments invited by the

QCPD Health Service. — Angela

"'__Loperd_e Leon =

Edgardo Tinio said at least 500 per- City Chapter in cooperation with

9
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MGCK ELECTIONS - AnArmy trooper assigned with the Joint Task Forge Gensan feeds the
ballot into the Vote Counting Machine during the mook elections conducted n General
Santos City on Saturday. The Commissionon ‘Electlons fioted a jow voters' turmout and
minor technical hitches during the conduct of the mock elections in General Santos City

last Saturday. (Joseph Jubelag)
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the plannmg now,”
w1thout gmng de- : !
: LenIna presentauo 107}

Supreme ..'_;sts ‘ahead: of “US .

Cort upheid the constitution- Barack Obaria’s ‘mee
: “of the Edea’ last month - the leaders of the 10-me b r'

Cf y. .
‘its legality mounted by some ..
wmakers and  left-leaning’

b g _
Cahforma " Hariis - "explained

oups who feared the security’ why the South China Sea“and’
al -would ‘allow the United ~ Asean,: including - the : Philip-

ates to build new milit_ary'”pmes were zmportant t¢ the
' the Philippines. - ' United States.: i i
arris said Manila andWash— __SoutheastAsm is atthe heart
?mgtcn were working on ‘the’ € of the Asia-Pacific région and is
rioritization of bases and the the central pillar to [the] USre-
alance to the Pacific,” Harris

said; refemng toObama’s strat-

’.
b
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: submarme bases

" “There is a prol:feratlon:of:
weapons -of mass destriction,.
that is North Korea “although

five countries in Asia-Pacific are:;

nuc}ear capable,” he added.

- The United States is ieadméi :
the global opposition to:North.-
Kored’s Aticlear ambitions and it -

is champmmng freedom of niav-
gation to counter China's claim

o almost all of the 3:5- m11110n~ '

'resurgmg ‘Russia; There. is- a.__
thotsand: miles - of Russ1an;'__
coastlinie in the Asta-Pacific. re--. mit;’
‘glon,’ which includes strategic:: Ce

sionism at the Sunnylands sl
ordmg to Premdennal':j ‘e

pected o' raise” China's expa

M Aqumo “has always rep-

resented the Philippinies’ posi-~
tion on the importance . of en-
 giring freedom “of navigation

and - overflight” -in ‘thé -South

- China Sea, as well as ‘adherence

to mtemanonal law intesolving

'dlsputes in the strategic water-
way, Coloma sald m Mariila on’
“Sunday.: .
.. The Pre51dent leaves for the..'
"summn today, accompanied by

1

‘planada in Manila

pIore how Asean and .the
[Umted States], afrer elevat-

ing their telations. to. the
_strategm—partner level, - can

work more, effectwely togeth-

“er-and especially now with'the
" establistiment . of the  Asean

Commumty,” De'la Vega said:
- With reports from Leila B.
Salaverrm and Jerry E Es—

N L PR,
sy Core Surg

S Emuliadd oacpa army2012@gmail.com - Tel no.

. Securing the and

{62) 845 9555 Local' 5285, 5295
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J‘FORT DEL

;_fr: the: Ph]hppme Mﬂ1~_
tary "Academy (PMA)
‘would- be : allowed o
‘march alongszde thelr-

"But ‘Maj; Geh.. Donato San

Juan II, who was instilled as
‘thé new’ superintendent’. by
“Armed “Forcés Chief of Staff
“Gen. Hernando Iriberri it a cer- .
'emony tere on Saturday, was
‘silent abotit - Landzdates who
‘ate adopted members of PMA '
classes. '

. Vice President Jejornar Bina VA
_another presidential candidate,

" Liberal Party standard-bearer "

Mar Roxas is. an adOpted mem-

is an adopted meémber of PMA -

-“Maringal” Class of 1988, ‘while
_an_oth_er_ pres1dent1ai bet Sen :

-'_'f.mlst"' {classmates) at

‘this. year’s alumni home-

‘coming on Feb. 20, ac- gurtigental, ey leades
: : en. Grace Poe was considered -
_:'-Cordmg to the academys ' fot “adoption late last year by
"new Supenntendent _ PMA “Sambisig” Class of 1991

: “One “revelation T read.:

_thmk it’s  been announced
' Ethat] onIy gxaduates will join

" parade,” ‘said “'San Juan
asked abotit the home-

“coming’s ‘policy on “political -
- camipaighs..San Juan is a'mem-

1
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Alumni Assoclation in prevmus events that took piace dur;ng'e!ectlo year_ EVESPIRJ

Alumni Assoc;atlon (PMAAA),
notthe academy. Other PMA of-

ficials 'said they were not pro-

vided -details about the next
Week homecommg

. But'in past homecommg pa-
rades that took place on elsc-
tioh yéars; PMAAA had not al--
lowed: . political - campaign -
postersioricolors from being dis-
played-at'the annual event that
drew hundreds of active and re-
yired mllztary and pohce offl
clals: :
The pohcy was msntuted

and:the concerns of the
[AFP],”: ‘Triberri sald__m his

ared: polmcs,- .:sald ‘an’ alum-
“As, who' asked .not to be
-named because he was not
‘been. . authorized  to - speak :
about the event. : v

-+ The Constitution smelds the
“military from political ;nterfe:—
erice. Article 16; Secticil 5, of°
the ‘Charter states: “The Arrned.ff :
Forces shall be insulated from
partisan‘politics. No member of
‘the military shall engage.direct-
lyeor indirectly in'any pargisan

poht:cal actmty, -except o
«cent Cabresa arid EV. Espmm,

vote,”
- “Rvery year [durmg hcme— : -InqulrerNorthemLuzon L

speech on Saturday o
. This was echoed by San Juan

Lopez . .member of PMA
“Dlmaluplg” Class of 1981 Vin-

15
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AFP chief nagsumite ng retirement papers sa pension office,'di kay

PNoy

By Bomboc Anne Soberano

Nilinaw ni Armed Forces of the Phifippines (AFP) chief of staff General Hernando Iribberri na hindi siya
nagsumite ng retirement papers kay Pangulong Noynoy Aguino kundi retirement documents para sa
military pension office kung saan matagal na itong polisiya.

Sinabi ni Ifberri na ang pagsusumite niya ng kaniyang retirement documents ay compliance sa AFP policy
para sa mga magreretirong AFP personnel.

Pahayag ni Iriberri kaniya itong isinumite sa AFP Pension and Gratuitty Management Center anim na
buwan bago ang kaniyang retirement date.

Pagbibigay-diin ni Iriberri na hindi niya sinabing nagsumite siya ng retirement papers kay Pangulong
Aquino.

Je
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Hapnefbes: o

. The Philippine Navy shouid have custody. of
: Marme TeCol 'Ferdmand Marcelino, an' Offs

relterated yeste day o
"aio, sp

AIDG chief Genior Superintendent
zaeta, however, said allowing the
elino to the custody of the Nav;
ireau of Investig ould-

nex 4t Camp Bagong Diwa in Tagui lati
Earlie t'hepPhﬂ% p%ne National Police Anti ad-precederit and open’ the

:“Illegal D;ugs Group’ (PNP-AIDG) oppose for similar. reque_sts'ffom mlhtary'personnei

roposal-of the Department of Justice to. {rarisfer - who are injail” 0
Eiarpcelmo 10 ano’gxer det@ntmn facﬂzty w}uie i Ozaeta believes that keepmg Marcelmo ata

Bureau of Jail Management and Penology facility
phon that the Marme

“detention

“ Marcelino, aformer official of the Phghppme

: Drug Enforcermeént Agency, and his Chinese

.interpreter Yan Yi Shou were arrested in a raid

on a shabu storage facility in Manila last month.

Authorities seized some 76 kilos of ‘shabu
-worth P383 million during the operation. - -

Marcelino claimed that he was on a mission

with the Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces

. of the Philippines at the time of his arrest: He

claimed he had nothmg to do with the drug ring.
o= Alexis Romero

i
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“ ban will face a penalty of ‘not. less than-
. One=to six-year: imprisonment, dishon- |
- ofable discharg from public's )

-_forfeifure-- et i

+‘Because of ‘the ‘increasing number of

unban violatorsthe PNPwould further :
Extens:tfv the .conduct of cheekpom%s and : mannm}% thfd Cglelckci
efforts agamst loose firearms, whichin the bPi’mtS Sf f‘;u e ﬂf |
past electmns were used in- commﬁ'tmg y anofficer with a
: : rank of -4t least, In—
CHmes ' spector,” He'said. -

Police offwers
'-mus‘t also bein.
proper uniform.”

. “No personmay
‘be subjected to a
physical .or body
gearch in’ the ab-
sence ‘of ‘any rea-
sonable: ground -
The public is not
obhged to vpen
“their vehicles” com-
partment, trunk or

- bag's ” he added.

Law énforcers

who violate the gun

%
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BY VICTOR REYES

THE Philippine Navy yester-

day said it will resume its re-
supply mission for troops in
the disputed Spratly Islands in
the South China Sea or West
Philippine 5¢a as 5000 a5 SO01
as it completes repairs on its
Jogistics ship, the BRP Laguna.

But even if the re-supply mis-
sion has been stalled, troops
stationed at Philippine-held ter-
" ftories in the South China Sea
still have enough supplies, said
Navy spokesman Col. Edgard
Arevalo. Re-supply missions are
schegiuled way before supplies
run out, he said,

“Not really, they still have
sufficient provision. We do not
re-supply at the last minute,”
Arevalo said on concerns the
troops will be running out of

The Nauonas wspape

food and water.

Arevalo could not say when
the re-supply mission will re-
sume but said BRP Laguna is
undergoing minor repairs.

The ship cut short its mis-
sion last February 8 after one
of its engines broke down. It
Bad just completed a re-supply
mission at Rizal Reef and was
on its way to Kota Island when
it encountered engine trouble,
forcing it to return to Puerto
Princesa City, 7~

The ship still has to bring sup-
plies to troops in Kota, Pagasa,
Lawak, Parola, Patag, Likas and
Panata islands, and Ayungin
Shoal.

The Navy usually re-supplies
its troops in the Spratlys every
three months. .

“The plan is to use the sam
ship but in the event it is not

1

okay, we will determine the
available assets to bring the sup-
plies....We have available assets
capable of doing that,” Arevalo
said. The Navy has several other
logistics ships in its inventory.

Asked how many days the
supplies in the seven islands and
Ayungin Shoal will last, Arevalo
said, “I have no clear informa-
tion how many days more...The
intention of the commander of
the Naval Forces Northrwest is
(re-supply) immediately. Its
(ship’s) derangement is not that

hig so maybe anytime.”

The Sprightly Islands is being
clatmed in part or in whole by
Philippines, China, Malaysia,
Brunei, Vietnam and Taiwan. Of
the claimant countries, China

‘has turned aggressive on its

claim over the chain of islands

andsislets.
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.- Background information - .-
S President Theodote Roosevelt isstied a prd
r_t_d}'n‘g.;_whé't Americans reférre
C B 7Y [y N

'

officially:

n response fo domes
iti the United Stat erican pul
ore thin ever by the seen gly endless:
X ing in min d'that:the Philj ipping

oty completely distegarded the resistance activi-
Sakay and other freedom fighters who conti
 pacification” effort; - the US government branded 5
 fmed o of e J. LHTO e i e s ompoor e Amecnrio-
" 'Staff Gén: Hernando DCA Triber paid ‘tribute to Macario - paganda line that the Philippine-American War was ovet dnd
o UL T Iriberr paid tribute (0-VacAro - gply common criminals were being rounded up and executed.
" Sakay’s heroism and leadership in the struggle for freedoniand . The so-called ‘nsurrection” was expensive and bloody for
. ndependence from Spanish rule and American domination. I8 both sides, The Americans spent some $600 million-=or
*" issiied General- Orders No.. 30, reniming ‘Camip Eldridge’ i roughly $10 billion in today's clirrency-—and lost 4,234 men
' Los Bafios, Laguna, to Gamp General Macario Sakay: -~ Kkilled in action. (This is almost the same 4s the US losses iy

Iraq between 2003 and 2014.). Our casualties camé up to

*some 20,000 soldiers and 200,000 civilians. e

o rectify distortions . 7
- invotur millitary istory,
o Armed Fortes of the™ J-

R
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; e - Recognitions:
There are a few mdmduals and or

“be recognized for their effortsin br ngi

: Co Ronald Tess Alc idia; '

attertion o the need-for rethm}qng the thppme ilitan
: perspécnve of the post-1902 tesistarice movemen
. mg 4 patriotic and nationalist viewpoint: - 2
% 1t.Gen. Ernesto Carolina, as head of the Phlhppme Vet- '
: erans Affairs Office, supported Alcudia’s advocacy g
-/ The Phlhppme Historical Assooiadion, in a board resolu-- :
- tion, recommended fo the Department. of Nati
.the renaming of Camp Eldridge. after Gen. Macari
7 Gen. Hernando DCA Iribetri, as commanding gerieral of
’ the Philippine Arniy; and now AFP chief of staff.- ‘approved
the recommendations for the' proposed change and kept a
close eye on the paperwork all the way to the highest levels -
of government. Change comes about when the Jeadership

InE'E A dted Dee. 28
was is$ted By Defetise Sec1 etary Vol

7
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BBLs nonenactment a blessing in disguise

" WAS like the parting of the Red Sea. On one
de were the pros, on the other the antis. The
1tis’ motivation for rejecting the Bangsamoro
asic Law (BBL) ‘was largely ethnic discrimina-
on against the Moro people, Let’s admit it: The
BL aroused age-old prejudices thar we all
wtight had died out as we moved farther away
o our colonial years. Prejudice is and will al-
ays be the wrong lens for judging the BBL.

As is the lens of President Aquino and his bark-
‘s, Many rotsndly endorsed the BBL: “It’s the best
lere is,” in.the manner of the French “Cest ce qui se
it de mietix.” But we in Mindanag were not born
ssterday, as Manila. For all that is being touted
sotit it, the BBL merely provides an illusion of
zace in southern Mindanao. Its nonenactment
1outd now be deerned a blessing in disguise.

Those who say the BBL is dead are not guite cor-
«ot, It may lie dormant but it is not in rigor mortis.
s the saying goes, every black cloud has a silver lin-
g The BBL has “abniormalities” that the next legis-
ture can and must address to correct. To say thatit
sest is-like inflicting despotism upon the Moro
asses and indigenous peoples. And this is where

fe Agliing admimistration must be held dceoutit-

sle for: the charade of peace it regaled us with.

Those who have their feet on the ground in
indanao will easily acknowledge the gravity of
sverty in the Moro regions, {How many of our
:anila-based pundits have lived in or, at least,
ave stepped foot on Moroland?) Moro society
mtinues to be for the most par: feudal. Land
amership and access largely lie in the hands of
wyal families. This is even compounded by the
‘anfla-centric, traditional politics that breeds
slitical dynasties and the mercenary elite,

Under the BBL, Moro feudalism wall be vaguely
Idressed, if at all, by the Bangsamorc Parliament it
‘oposes to create. How will the BBL stop the
ealthy and the powerful from controlling parlia-
ent? This is the proposed law’s greatest deformity,
hich promises only an illusion of peace in Min-
mao, It calls for “equitable representation of

KRis-CROSSING

Antonio J. L
Montalvan 1T

constituencles” but through—and we know what
thig implies—political parties? It does not guarantee
inclusive democracy for the Moro people, the lind of
democracy that would demolish political elitism,

The war in southern Mindanao is not “all mili-
tary vs. protest forces.” Yes, there are cries for na-
tionhood (a valid clamor which T can understand,
as a social science academic). It is also about feud-
ing families. In fact, the clan wars can be mare vi-
cious for it completely disregards the lot of the
poor who have no access to political power. Mass
evacuations from war-torn areas are an indication
of that, In many cases, both the military and the
protest forces are even used as surrogates in the
clan wars which are tefling indicants of the disen-

-franchiserent of the poor—a condition that basi:

cally ails Moro saciety. Would the Bangsamoro Par-

liament have been-able to cure that basic problem? .

For now, that remains a rhetorical question.

The other farce the Aquino administration de- .

lighted us with was on the plight of the indigenous
peoples (IPs) who live in their ancestral lards with-
in the proposed Bangsamoro territory. Not many of

us are well aware that south central Mindanao, par-

ticularly the vast Cotabato riverine plain, is the
point of greatest cultural diversity in Mindanao.
This is an area populated by the Teduray, B'laan
{various localities), Erumanen Menuvu (the towns
of Carmen, Pikit, Aleosan and Pigkawayan), and
the Erumanen-Livunganen Menuvy, riot to men-
tion the Higaunon in the boundarjes of lligan City
and Lanao del Sur and the animist Sama Dilaut sea
nomads who are ar the lowest rung of the
Bangsamoro society in the Sulu archipelago.

2L

Py

The scenario for non-Moro [urnad 15 one of cul-#
tural callousness: Once the BBL is imposed, all’
ancestral domain claims and titles under the In-
digenous Peoples’ Rights Aet of 1997 (Republic
Act No. 8371 or ipra) will be “abolished.”.
RA 8371 will be replaced by a new an¢estral do-’

" ‘main law; how constitutional is that as Ipra was:

duly legislated? Since last year, cultural commu-
nities in the affected territory were living on
edge. The BBL effectively threatened to pull the
rug from under their feet, so to speak.

Both Moro and non-Moro comrnunities in the

-Cotabato plains share a legend about their.com-

mon origin. To this day this legend continues to be
told and retold. The storyline may shift, but the
plot remains the same: Once there were two broth-

" ers, Mamalu and Tabunaway. The latter converted

to Islam at the time of Sharif Kabungsuwan’s
arrival (believed to have taken place in 1414), but
the former held fast to his anenist faith. Tabun-
away became the ancestor of the Magrindanao
people, but both brothers maintained their close
fraternity. The story is received with strong reso-
nance among both Moro and non-Moro peoples in

~the Cotabato plains. Modern age, of course, :
frowrs on legends, but such are a potent facet of

cultural identity that even framers of the BBL
should not miss out. The Mamalu-Tabunaway leg-
end offers a strong clue on cultural coexistence.

However, all that ¢the IPs got fom
Mr Aquino’s “peace summit for dissecting the BBE
were machinations against them. One Jegal anthro-
pologist was listed among the participants; in fact he
was in Europe for his doctoral studies. A pardeipant
said Teresita Deles tried to infinence the discussions
in the summit. Mr. Aquino had said the summit
wonid be independent; it turned out to be a parody. -

Doomsayers who claim war is the alternative
to the BBEs nonpassage are the real mercenaries
who put the Moro masses at their mercy. Use the
interregnum to craft a more inclusive and collab-
orative basic law that fmproves on the present
one. Why is that such a big deal? .
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‘and Datu Séuc‘h Ampatuan fightmg goes on_':
0 . amld great confusmn in the mlhtary as towho

_'-caused'senators to reject it. An effort should.

' : \de to reach out to the BIFE perhaps with-

i Had": he troepers puvrsumg'_.the BIFF help of the MILF, for the two groups seem:.
tered an area of the MILF Wh() then procee ed_ - 0 be operatmg qmte well With each other

s

)

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel nio, (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall adx_i':_'t_:@acpa;aﬁhyz’eflz@gni_aii_.mh'- Tel no, {02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205606

{3 February 2016

MANILA: SULLETIN ™=

THE NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPEKR

| _ 'I‘lmoﬂzy and Anthony Green Jumpmg off
" a hot air balloon from 3,000 feet to per-.
form aerobatic somersault paraghdmg

:‘ and the PIHABF foundahen gave 1,000
; nckets fer the fiesta for- the chxldren _

hat th'e school shouiﬁ declare’
; y-c_losest to February 10 :

has hIS arr balloon parkeé i storage Wlﬂ’i :

i
o
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' : i Capt
‘Amado Soliman Jt, to do tandém jmgp'_ W

:onthenextyea ith Antony and Timo-' fle

;\v/{hen;he rhapsad;zed John Gillespie” |
Magee Jrs“HLghFh ht” ior S o
e g . a unday
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www. philstar.com

Navy insists it has legal basis on request to get Marcelino's custody

MANILA, Philippines - The Navy on Sunday maintained that its request to place Marine Lt. Col. Ferdinand
Marcelino, the military officer facing drug-related charges, under its custody has legal basis.

Navy spokesman Col. Edgard Arevalo stressed that Marceline is 2 soldier and should therefore be subject

to military law.

“Our basis is not only the threat but it's the fact that he (Marcelino) is a military personnel, he is subjectto
military law so that is our primordial basis,” Arevaio said in an interview.

Earlier, the Philippine National Police Anti-lHegal Drugs Group (PNP-AIDG) rejected a proposal of the
Justice department to move Marcelino to another detention facility while undergoing preliminary

investigation on drug charges.

t month, saying he should be confined in a military-controlied

The Navy requested custody of Marcelino las
iso cited the need to ensure Marcelino’s safety

facility since he is an active military officer. The Navy a
while awaiting the results of the investigation.

PNP-AIDG chief Senior Superintendent Manolo Ozaeta, however, said permitting the transfer of
Marcelino to a facility of the Navy or the National Bureau of Investigation would “set a bad precedent” and

“‘open to the floodgates of similar requests” from military personnei who are in jail.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Ozaeta also beiieves that keeping Marcelino at & Bureau of Jail Management and Penology facility wouid
prevent public perception that the Marine officer is receiving special treatment while in detention.

Ozaeta also said that the BJMP can keep Marcelino safe while he is inside the Quezon City jall annex,
where drug suspects are also detained.

Arevalo said the Navy respects the PNP-AIDG's position but insisted that the request to detain Marcelino
in a military-controlled facility has legal basis.

“Pracedence is not our basis. Our basis is legal basis. It is properly rooted in legal basis. It may create a
precedence but if it does, and if it is legal, then it is in accordance with the law,” the Navy spokesman said.

“The basis of the Navy is the law,” he added.

Marcelino and Chinese national Yan Yi Shou were arrested last month in a raid on a suspected shabu
laboratory in Manila. Authorities seized some 76 kilos of illegal drugs worth P383 million during the

operation.

The Marine officer is now facing charges for allegedly manufacturing, conspiring to manufacture, and
possessing illegal drugs.

Marcelin is claiming that he was on a covert mission with the Inteliigence Service of the Armed Forces of

when he was arrested and that he had nothing fo do with the drug syndicate. The Marine

the Philippines
crusader, used to be the

officer, who was described by his military colieagues as 2 serious anti-drug
Director of the Special Enforcement Service of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency.
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www.philstar.com
Navy: Enough goods in Pag-asa while delivery ship under repair

Fiomers (philstar.com) | Updated February 14, 2016 - 4:50pm

MANILA, Philippines - There is enough supply to sustain residents of Pag-asa Island in the Spratlys chain
while the mechanical problems of the ship tasked to deliver goods to the Philippine-occupied area are

being fixed, the Navy said on Sunday.
Navy spokesman Col. Edgard Arevalo said they always take into account possible problems in their
resupply efforts.

“Their (Pag-asa residents) provisions are still sufficient and this (resupply mission) is programmed is such
a way that in case we experience such problems, we still have window (to fix it),” Arevalo said in an

interview.
L ast week, BRP Laguna, the aging ship delivering goods to Pag-asa, saited back to maintand Palawan

after experiencing a mechanical problem.

The supply vessel was reportedly halfway to the destination of its resupply mission when it suffered
mechanical giitches and returned to the mainiand for repairs.

Arevalo said BRP Laguna did not sustain severe damage and that the resupply mission may be
conducted anytime.

“I've been told that it {resupply mission) will be conducted immediately once the ship is fixed,” the Navy
official said.

“In case the ship is not okay, we have other assets to perform the task.” he added.
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