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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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4 soldiers wounded in fresh clash with BIFF in

www.inguirer.net

24 Maguindanao- Army
25.96 Miii'taf'y warns of more BIFF attacks in www.philstar.com
Maguindanaco
o7 ‘Adr to ground assauit’ isinagawa nang militar www.bomboradyo.com

vs BIFF sa Maguindanao
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. WASHINGTON-—-—US

amm_e_d China for its
1cre 3 “mlhtanza-

_'Secretary of State John-

‘important South’ China~

Sea, after Taiwan said
--Beljmg placed surface-
to-ait missiles on a dis-
puted 1sland there.:

" “There is every ewdence ev-

ery day; that there has been an

increase of militarization of one
“kind or another. It’s of a serious
‘¢oneern,” Kerry told reporters.

Fox News first reported mis-

_szie ‘launchers and a radar sys-
tem had arrived on Woody Is-
land, part of the Paracels chain,
in the past week..

" Taiwan’s defense ministry lat-
er confirmed the existence of the

missile system on the island.
Taiwan and Vietnam also
o claim Woody Isiand, which is
OFEICE OF THE ARMY CRIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Er  known to the Chinese as Yongx-
ingdao and to the Vietnamese
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Woody.
-harbor .an airport, roads, militar

- posts and other bmldmgs Recent

i the Spratlys Wlth Chma -

-7 The Philippines has takenits dlS« :
pitte with Chinia’fo the United Na-
“Hons Permanent Court of Arbitra--
-tion in The Hague for resolution. -

“satellite imagery appears to show it
s -addzng ‘a }_z_ehcopter base hkely

elied all of the

) supp. o

_ Washmgton says China’s move
o1 threatens ¢e passage ; ina sn'ateg1 o

tion raising fears of escalation .
' said repeatedly withre

“hing that the standard that

al_so clalmed by

passes every clai
re ntmonths )

..fh > Spratly . _mlands further '..‘-:
: t"uﬁmal I'ands capable of:

; .shoulci be 'apphed toail- countries.
‘with respect to the South Ching’ Sea_'-

- __zs ne m111tanzaunn *Kerrysaid,
" Kerry recalled that when Chinese
'_-_Premdent Xi Jiiping came to Wagh-
- ington Tate last yeat, “he stood ir the
~‘Rose Garden with President (Barack)
s_-:_Obama and said China will not mili-
Htarize _th_e South Chma Sea?
o ¥ Ne thad - these ‘conversations
with the Chinese and I'm confident

that over the next days, we will .

have further very serious conversa-
tions on this,” Ketry said.

He. said he hoped that Beijing
would work to resolve the maritime
disputes “not through unilateral ac-
tion, not through foree, not through
militarization but through diploma-
¢y and by working with other coun-

“tries and claimants.”
* On Tuesday, Obama and the leaders

-

of ‘the” 10-member Association of

Southeast ~ Asian - Nations (Aseari)

called for “tangible steps” to lower ten-

sions in the South China Sea after con-
_dudmg a special summit in Califorrtia.

OFFICE OF THE AF -

Rival ciatms o
Asean . ‘members - - Brunei,

‘Malaysia, the ?h1§1ppmes and Viet-
nam dispite ownershxp of parts of

_puted features ¥ said Navy Cmd
- Bill Urban; & spokesperson for the

“ China hag refused to take part in
the proceedmgs but the tribunal
has went ahead with the case and is

“expected to hand down 1 ruhng by
-,-Aprﬂ orMay it _
- After reports: 'ef the m15511e de-

-_ployment spread on’ Wednesday,
‘the US' defense department urged -
wall the dalmants to deal with their’

Pen'tagon -

spoke on condition of anonymity.
“We believe the photos are accu-
rate and that China has deployed

-SAMSs to Woody Island,” the official

told Agence France-Presse (AFPY,
referring to surface-to-air missiles. .
The official, referring to the Fox.

. News photos, said the. ‘missiles ap- .
_peared to be HOQ-0s, which havé a -

range of about 200 kilometers. .
‘Experts say the missiles could be
used 10 target enemy aircraft.
HIS Jane’s Intelligence Review
agreed with ‘that conclusion in its

" assessment of commermal satelhte

imagery of the island. -
. 'The magazine’s deputy editor,
Neil Ashdown, said that depending

‘on the version of the HQ-9 de-

ployed, the system has a range of -

between 125 km and 230 km, and -
‘would be the ‘most advanced sur-
face-to-air missile system currently
deployed on land in the South Chi- .

na Sea.

Ashdown’ descnbed that asa S1g— )
nificant military escala‘non :

Australian ° " Foreign Secretary

‘julie Bishop on Thursday said ‘in-
. Reijing that China had. “challenged”
reports that it had depioyed ad-

' rnamranay

g e

Y]

did nbt deny, butn

oA USH offlc;al confirmed on -
Wednesday that Chiria had placed a’

. surface-to-air’ ‘miigsile” system “on
"'Woodv Island; but said it was un-
“clear whether the depioyment was

: n_tended for the long-term. The of:
" ficial was: not authorized to ‘discuss ..
the information publicly and. 50 -

Medla hype '

: ;'vance surface to-air m1ssdes
'_Woody Tsland”

Bishop, the flrst semor Westem
official to visit China since the mis-

- sile reports, said she had raised the

issue of the South Chma Sea mlhta-

‘ rization in her talks.

. “President Xi said i in Washmgton
“last year that China did not intend

*to militarize the islands and we cer-
_tainly hold China to that and that's |

been reiterated to me;” she told re-
porters, after . meeﬁng China’s:top
State:. Councﬂor Yang

e had '.'a dlscussxon about xt’ :
i h(_‘tp added: . . S
Pressed on whether .Chma was

- denying the presenceof missiles on ..

ody Island, she said; “No; they
yadm;t :

that there were. It was challenged.

: -'}f‘he reports wete challenged.” - -

- Thé Chinese . foreign mlmstry
spokesperson Hong Lei, on-Thtrs-
day wotld also neither conififm. nor,

dery if the misstles were on Woody -

Island, repeating that China has
had defense facﬂmes on the 1s§ands

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Y1 on Wednesday accused Western
edia of hypmg the issue dnd say-
ing more attention should be pald

to the “public goods and services”
'.prowded by China's development

of its matitime claims.

Beumg has insisted it ‘has the
r1ght to build “self-defense” systems
its the region.

China needs to strengthen its
“galf.defense” in the South China

Sea in the face of “more frequent
q

provocations from the US military,”
the state-run tabloid Global Times
wrote in an editorial on Thursday.
The paper, quoting the defense
rrinistry, also said “China has de-

‘ployed weapons on the zsland for a

1ong time,”

It did not specify whuzh weapons
were ol Woody Island.
et . fighters, from the I}mted
States, an outside couniry, may feel

'.uneasy ‘when making’ provucative

flights in the’ regmn To us, that's a
proper result,” it said, refefring to
the reports of the missile deploy-
“ment on Woody Island. - Reports
fromAFB AP and Reuters
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-, BY.VICTOR REYES
FRESH fighting between
government forces and the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom

Fighters erupted in Datu Salibo *

town, Maguindanao yesterday.
Four soldiers were injured.
Troops from the Gth infantry
_ Division were on routine security
operation when they clashed
with the BIFF men in barangay
Tee at around 9 a.m. The fire-
fight ended around 1 p.m. when
the BIFF fighters withdrew, said
Capt. Joann Petinglay, public af-
fairs officer of the 6th 11,
Petinglay said the security op-

The Nationai Newspaper
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eration isiongoing, referring to

_ the military's cfforts to secure 2

construction company invoived

.in the construction -of a drain-
.age system in Datu Salibo town.
“'The BIFF has been trying to

extort money from the con-
struction firm, forcing the
military to deploy soldiers to
secure the firm’s workers and
equipment. The deployment
has sparked on and off fighting
with the BIFF for the past two
weeks. : )
Petinglay said the BIFF re-
fused to léave the barangay.
“The area is their stronghold,
that’s why they refused o

leave,” the official said. _

Last February 10, govern-
ment troops clashed with Moro
Istamic Liberation Front rebels
in the nearby town ‘of Data
Saudi Ampatuan town, leaving a
soldier and an MILF rebe] dead.
The rebels opencd fire at the
soldiers who were pursuing a
group of BIFF men.

The BIFF, composed of for-
mer MILF leaders and fighters,
has about 200 men mostly
based in Maguindanao. The
group, along with the terrorist
Abu Sayyaf, has pledged alle-
giance to the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria.
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litary yesterday blamed the
oro Islamic Freedom Fxght-
Ers (BIFF) ‘for the spate of roadside
bonibing; in Maguindanao: targeting
. not only government {orces but cxvﬂ-
jdns aswell - : o
“iphis s terrorlsm i actlo "and we
need the suppoft of all people before
we all become victims of this devious
_act,! Capt. Joann etinglay, regional
Army spokers" son, said of the acts’
of the BIFF which piedged allegiance
‘to international jihadist groups.: -
.. "Viglence is going outside the battle
zonesin Dati Salibo and gettingcloser
to sivilian populace.” she'added. '
"o petinglay said the projects ‘being
pretected hy the military is for the
- peopleof Maguindanao and the conﬂlci
_ was not inflicted by the mlhtary

“whie dredging pro;ect isfor aﬂ of

you after the project is completed,

the soldiers will leave the area," she

added. - .

“1,ast Taesday, the treasurer of Datu
Salibo town, along with three others

_ individuals were killed when an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) went off
as their vehicle passed by.

The latest BIFF atternpt to set off
improvised bomb was along a haghway
m Gmdulungan town in Maguindarnao.

An alert infantryman hoticed a bag
left unattended at a roadside. Arimy
pomb' experts quickly responded and
confirmed it was a bomb then defused
it, Col. Feliciano Budiongan, 6015t Army
brigade commander, told reporters.

= A team of soldiers had just passeﬂ
by the sﬂ:e When'f;he IED_was feund

“The IED, aecerdmg to Budmngan,

_ wasmade of black powder, empty shells

of atiimunition, conereté nails; electri-
cai wiring and chains for motorcycles.

- The bombmgs along Maguindanao
hlghways came as the Army and BIFF
have béen tradmg bullets and mortars
in"Dati Salibo since Feb. 5 after the
Iawiee__ group attacked a: government =
dred' ing project in‘town.”

< As expected, BIFF" spokesperson
Abu Misri Mama denied his group was
behind roadside bombings, including in

- Dati Saudi Ampatuan that left a town
- {reasurer and three others. -

Petinglay said the BIFF bomblngs
were dwersmnary tactics to ease up
pressures in Daty Salibo, 70

" They (BIFF) cannot sustaid Sk‘ﬂ‘«

m1shes _}mth ‘government troopsso
-they are into diversionary tactics,” she

said, (PNA
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:  DAVAO. CITY .
of Soc:zai Welf_a_re and Deveiopment

: -.y terday said that

prownce

peratmg from a gunshot wound in
pines Medxca} Center here.
Protective Services Unit during the

regular Arnied Forces of the Philip-
17 pines

The Dep artment' .

“custody of the alléged ‘child warriot’ - habili

: -weunded and Laptured after an en-- _._;hls ‘guinshot woun

| elsia Week.m :'Composteia Valley
o tmns ;7 she emiphasized: :
" Dimakiling alse pointed ouf that

7 The 14—year old boy is still reeuQ .
~ the DSWD has nothing to'do with the

his left leg at the Southern Ph111p~
© thé Philippines (AFP) and the NPAS :

‘regarding the 14-year old boy.

cHe1s still at risk,” said Pedmta -
- «THe government will be on the :

Dxmakﬂmg, head of the DSWD-11 -

“Philippine ‘National Police. -
(AFP-PNP) Préss Conférence on
Wednesday here at the Royal Man* _

daya Hotel

Dzmak!hng c1ted the 1mportance-
‘- of ‘keeping the minor. under the' .

: helter and’

“There’s still'a threat fo his hfe:

: ';"'nght thére is no need for him toim-

medzately return home: after medica- 8
" Infantry (Agila) Division chief in- -

‘formation officer Captain Rhyan
: Batchar said the army considers the
14-yesarboy as 2 child soldier who

recent claims of the Armed Forcesof

side of the child especially on his
proteetxon and security,” she saxd:

.The:boy, together with. another
Wounded NPA member xdentlfsed-"
as Ronel Paas ahas Dcnden were _

= -mtercepted ina checkpo:nt mﬂunted .
. by the ‘elements ‘of 46th IB. 1ast Feb-
.ruary. 9 after an armed ‘encounter
i Barangay Tibagon in Pantukan,

Compostela Valley: =

Paas, however, W

_ dead on armval at a hOsztaI m_Pan-.
tukan:: :

~In the ‘same press br;eﬁng9 10th

was used by the NPA' rebels in‘their

: mxh’carv and combat operatmns

“Phis eonchision was based on

'the statement g1ven tous by thié boy

himself. He told usthat he is actively
parmcxpatmg in the activities of the

‘NPA rébels in the area,”’ Batchar

stressed (AlexanderD Lopez)
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Masbate security
focus as 2,000
troopers sent in

LUCENA CITY—-At least 2,000 soldiers and
policemen would be starioned in Masbate
for the election period, signifying & focus by
law enforcement agencies on the province
that has become notorious for political vio-
" lence and where seven politically related
killings had already
| been reported since
. the start of the year.
in a statement
quoting the Philip-
pine National Police
* chief, Director Gen-
eral Ricardo Marquez, the PNP said 350
maore policemen would be sent 1o Masbate
in addition to at least 1,000 already there.

In the statement, released by Lt Col. Angelo
Guzmar, public information chief of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines’ Southern Luzon Com-
mand (Solcorn), said 100 more soldiers would
be tapped from the Army’s Oth Infanmy Diviston
o reinforce 500 soldiers already in the PreVITICE.

Margquez and Lt. Gen. Ricardo Visaya,
Solcom chief. met with Masbare govern-
ment leaders and candidates. led by Gov
Vicente Homer Revil, on Tuesday for 2 dia-
togue for peaceful elections on May 9.

The group will sign & peace covenant on
March 4.

One of the main reasons law enforce-
men: agencies are focusing on Mashate, ac-
cording to Visaya, is the presence of New
People’s Army {NPA) rebels and private
armed groups in the province.

Visave appealed i¢ candidstes to shup
private armies.

NPA rebels in Masbate. according to
Visava. are a “potent threat.” Candidates,
he said, should refuse to pay permit-to-
campaign fees to the rebels which the Sol-
com chief said the police and military
would stap as 5 “top prierity” program.,

Gov. Revil said while Masbate has gained no-
toriety for reports about private armies and
ssrong political rivalries,” the province isen the
police watch list of election hot spots mainly be-
cause of NPA rebels.  Delfin T MallariJr and
Mar . Arguelles, Inquirer Southern Luzon
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by New Peoples Army and criminal  Despite mpts by the mflitary and lce o fre
syndrcates to the May 201 6 electlons. the province from NI;A prosence, Masbate remained-

" political carididates.
- “Givinginto their dem'
L :' aﬂowthe NPAs to increase thezr-ﬁnances and

R P
© PAGST Visaya said in a recent
lders in Masbate, including loca} polm—

. despite their diffes p
orderly in Masbate. cal affiliations, the
, they are one with the AFP and PNP in
- A total of 2,050 police and military personnel will  our common goal for 2 peacefid Masbate not only
be deployed to rénder election duties in Masbate,  during the election period but more importantly for
said Lt Col Angelo Guzman. - the greater future ahead,” said Visaya. '

845.9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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: 'Inqy;r SouthemLuzon

: LUCENA
: rebels wa glng one of the iongest
: msurgenc;es inthe worid and

:the - Philippine government.

j came close’ to sealing ‘a' peace”
agreement in. Decemher 2014, =

cal ' communist move-

. peace panel of the National
Democratw ¥ront (NDF} of
.the Philippines, said 2 draft
-peace agreement was sigred

“0 Dec 8 2014, by NDF lead-
: : o GOV’TNDF/A!B

CI’I'Y——Commumst '

1s brokermg : .
en:the! Phlhppme gOVern-
‘ment and the commumst insur-

h "Ieac'ie"r's' of

uis Jalandoni, head of the

OIWEgIER govemment

gents..
“The document accorchng to
Jaiandom Proposes “truce

and:: cooperatmn within - the

term: of the. Aqumo gevem—

ment,”: ;

He sa1d Brag_ niza’s group re-
turned on Feb. 18, 2015, and
both parties drafted a proposal
for truce and cooperation rhat
would be presented to the gov-
ernment, - ..

i 8 former prlest'
“‘said the dra_ft ea e agreement
" was auth nticated:

Irorism oper-
ckfired in Ma-

side by [Offlce of the’

Presidential ‘Adviser on the

: jPeaceP cess} SecretaryTeresx-_

ta Deles and not “acted on by
{the  governmerit - and] - Presi-
dent” Aquino; - The Braganza
team was d1sauthonzed Ja-
landoni said. '

He said the peace initiatives _

ok, :Braganza’s: :group;-the NDF';"
- megotizting panel -and “the

Royal Norwegian govemment'“
‘special - envoy “[came} to

- naught.”

,. ‘Checl the fai:ts’

Jalandoni disclosed the-se.
cret talks after - presidential
spokesperson Edwin Lacierda
called the communist leaders”

liars, accusing them of being

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: 03
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‘talks,

_ Slso'

uninterested .. resummg

',-'peace talks’ wxrh the govern-

Lac;erda said the NDF'

refused to'cofneto the table”
and “made many condmons”

. far. the resumptlon of peace'
:!talks

Jalandom said respons;blhty
for the faﬁure of the taiks “hes

u "1st Party'

of the thhppmes said M,
Aqumo Was no longer interest-
ed in the resumpnon QOf. peace

Mz Aqumo dees not are
about the peace negotiatior|,”
Sald zn an onlme inter-

B rdaf’s ouid cheek e
.facts befare pronouncmg ‘the
false ciaxm that ‘they (NDE), re-
fused . ;' th o

“pineg Chze_ of: taf __:

_ February 2011 s
: NDF demands :

NPAsurrender o
 He 'said ‘Deles and former
Armed Forces “of the Philip-

ave been'stauéd_ ince-

The NDF ‘has been' detnand-

:mg the" release of deta;_necf

g a
covered by prov131on of ‘the
Joint * Agreement on: Safety-

cand Imnmunity Giiarantees
. (Jasig) ‘signed by rebel lead-

ers ‘and” gOVernment of

" The government ho'
rejected the ‘demmand an
the eornmumst leaders in—de-
z:entlon ; i

. i 555 Local: 5285, 5205
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he proposal to send pr;vat

f bombings that had toppled
JGCP _towers and disrupted
owet supply in Thany areas.

- NGCP: which maintains the
owers and other facilities that
'rmg ‘lectricity from - ~power

AGA __AN DE ORO' _ i
to deploy prxvate..security groups t protectf_:
s in Mindanao. agamst attacks

top wer supply interr :
1 a’S 'ortage n electrlmty" o

onrractors o gzzard
ad 'f:--cﬂmes,
iher: _ - where transmission towers ‘had
Sric: Corp' “of the thhppmes' : :

i\IGCP} was:aade during’ a._,_;ﬂ;;bmmbmgs or are facmg attacks
_eetmg held here by the: House -
netgy committee on the series

35 welcome, admirting that the

opén totheidea. She said this is:

stributors, sa1d itis -
) Ldomot the first time that the NGCP.

up_t;on in area' al

UAE the mieeting’ he d-by: th
“House - energy. '
groip of constmers in Min-

in Alabanza howevex; sald the
---fNGCP is taking a long, close jook:

4t the proposal; “making sure that

*everythingis above board anci ev-.

pythingis with legal bagis

ed danao raised the need for legis-

eépeczally

been’ tar geted in: previous
Maj.” ‘Gen;:+-Demy . ‘Tejares,
deputy commander of the Army’s
1st Infantry Division; waid the idea-

military could not possibly guard
all NGCP towers in Mindanao.’

Cynthia Alabanza, - NGCP
$pokesperson,. ‘aid the NGCP is--

- considered -

Rodriguez, energy’ commzttee-___
: bchalr, brcught up the poss;b il-:

hlrmg private
armed” CONtractors -t guard

power fac1§1t1es

“lation to impose’ toughel penal-’
és-for artacks on power ] facili=
“ties which shiould be considered . ag

as acts of econormic sabotage:

~Ofie"of the recommendauons

put forward by the grotp Wi
~danao " Coalition “of " Power | Con-

supners is a prohibition .on': the
‘plandng of trees or construction

projects near existing power trans-

' ‘mission and distribution lines.

The group also urged the rmh

: tary to take the lead in protecnng
transmission lines, espes:la}ly i
areas thie police. ¢ould niot secure.

- The NGCP has veported that -
" in 2015 alone; 14 trausm:ssmnﬁ"'ngger.ferusaletn, nqutrerMm—

_towers had been bombed _

e towers in Aleosan? North Cota-.
barp, and in; Pantar Dlmayon,
~ Bubong, Lanao del'Str, wete al-
" so'bombed although: they were.
~not toppled; Alabanza said.

oy

'I'he attadcs took place 1n

_Lanao del Norte; Lanao del Sar
Maguindanao, - Sultan - ‘Kudaraty,
g North Cotabato and Maram C1 '

“ This year,- tWoO  transinise

The. attacks have_br ght out-"

‘Shorter interruptions in ‘the sup-
‘plyof electricity - have - been
“caused by trees: and vegetauon
‘near transmission towers:

“Police said they continue to
hunt the suspects 1n the bomb—
ings.

Chief Supt. Isagam Nerez
head of the Philippitie National
Police’s Directorate for Integrated
Police Operaucms in Eastern Min-
daniao, ‘said four suspects in one
of iHé attacks'had been: charged.

dancm e
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| Party st group Agham is
of the

' iﬁdustry

“#Our soldiers pohcemen,' .
- Armsdor, M
'Shooters “h

law _enforcers, and agencies
needing. guns: will save a Jot if
they buy products produced
by our.own manafacturers,”

former  congressman. Angelo

Palmones, Agham president,

told the Usaping Balita forum -

at the Serye restatrant in Que—
zon City yesterday. S

©He'said the’ money ‘chat
could be saved from buying -

locally made firearms and
ammunition could be used to
procure other equipment and

gadgets for sold_ters, pthemen .

and law enforcers.

He said Filipino . manufac-
turers can produce good qual-
ity guns and builets and are in

' advocating-the development
al Arearms’ and am~ _

for self-defens
.colleet _—

 foreign counterparts

of quality. The problem ‘with
& qeems bent on contmumg wzth .

said. Iocal gu_
among civilians

Howeve
other agencies preferto ir
firearms ani im1

o Qur Fl}’.
ers can compete

our agencies is thHat they have

:hub._ o make' guns for’
to the Phli;ppmes and othez'
-c*cruntﬂes " he said.. ST

._export

Y 5¢ ipplier
- P30,000, P20,000.and

000 apiece, respectively.:
- The former PNT official said
he could not understand why
e -same pistol was bought
from:
ferent prices.
* Palmones ‘said Agham is

: mqumng into the anomalous
-procurement. :
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tLon Fron’c (MILF )__yesterday i

s t0 maintain & ceasefire with ‘the
government d?‘;plt&‘ failure to paqs a bﬂi
implementinig a peace accord.

- MILF chairman Murad: Ebrahlm made
the appeal in & qtatement carried on the
group’s Facebook page. .. = -

“In gpite of the non-passage of the (bﬂl)
the MILF will continte to uphold the peace
process and ensure that all the gams wxii

.- be preserved,” his statement read.:

“QOur military forces will at all bmes
maintain its defensive posture,” he added.

- Lawmakers this month failed to pass

“a bill that would have implemeénteda
| peace agreemerit forged between the
. 10,000-strong MILF and the government,
¢ which raised fears of fresh violence. -

President Aquino, whose six-year term
ends in June, had lobbied hard for the
passage of the bill, which would have

. granted the nation’s Muslim minority-an
autonom 'aouthem horhelarid

to secure a” ]
adjourned this month ahead of nahonal
_ eiechons inMay.. o

The MILF sxgned a peace accord wzth
-.Aqumo s goverrnment i1 2014 to end its
stmggle for mdependence, which’ began
inthe: 19?05_ g ;

' to official estimatés. .0 S
"7 Most political analysrs say Aquino lost
'lawmakers support for the autonothy bill
after 44 police commandos were killed dur-
ing araid into MILF ferritory last year AFI’
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wa- ngayon They (Ch:na)

even; ‘be there to:reclaim and: oc:~ o

é'gatfon'patmt dsn'sﬁa It ensures’
Filipino fishermen to fish in these

territories; no commercial vessels
that they could stop,” Tniianes,
former Navy officer-and chairman

of the Senate Committee on Na- .

tional Defense, said.

Trillanes said that the 'US has' g
“been: sending -its -patrolisea.and: .
alreraft ito- enforce the “interna-

t:onatly—_accepted freedom . of

navigation in the South China Sea -

despite protests from China.
During ‘a press briefing at the

regular Kapihan sa Senado, Tril-

lanes ‘said that the ‘centroversial

PH-US- Enhanced. Defense Co-

Py -—'\i-lﬂn

OpETEL Aareement des:gned
to complement the 1957 Us-us

Page. [2

At present--.;.-the Us
eking to establish military . bas- :
in‘the country, he added: =
Sen Miriam DefensorvSantz go,
“noted: constitutionalist; main- .

tained ‘that the EDCA. should have
= heer transmitted to" the’ Senate

for ratification as:a treaty

The Supreme :Court;: however,
ruled that the EDCA is notia trea-
ty but an exetutive agreement

FIIEDITIOS should -bear in: mand
that there were rio: Chmese glo s ieeay

ons on’ Philippine-claimed terfi- :
tories whenthe PH-US MBA was

existing, Trillanes said.

" *Malaking: pagkakamaii yong
pinalayas natin ang-US military

. bases. Kung sino man ang mga

senador na bumoto against that,
kailangan maalala natin.huwag

'ng natin e-glorify. Ka;langan na-

tin: questnon»nrn yong: wisdom

‘nila-bakit nagpadala: doon sdimga
‘makakaliwang grupo,”

Trtllanes

said. :
Voting 12—11 the Senate led

by Senate President Jovito R. Sa-
_fonga rejected the continued stay
-.of the US military -basés despite
a last ditch appeal by President

Corazon G Aqu;no (Mar;o B.
L .e:nvuran)
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_Navy 'Shipzdispatehed
to fetch rescued fisher

THE milieary lids et a Philippine Navy ship to
fetch a Filipino fisherman rescued by Vietnam-
ese forces near their occupied island in the South
China Sea.or West Philippirie Sea moté than a
week ago, a miilitary official disclosed yesterday,

Vice Adm. Alexander Lopez, commiander
of the military’s Western Command, said the
logistics ship BRP Laguna is now on its way
to Vietham’s Sin Cowe Island after leaving the
Philippine-occupied Pag-asa Island.

Eatlier reports szid the fisherman, Anthon
Gradule, 34, of Batangas, was rescued by Vi-
emamese forces last Feb. 8 while clinging to
a fishing boat that capsized due to big waves.
His four companions are still missing.

Lopez said BRP Laguna deparied from the
Pag-asa Island last Wednesday

The ship initially left Puerto Princesa City last
Feeb. 4 mainly to bring supplies to Flipino troops
stationed at the Pag-asa Island and eight other Phil-
ippine-occupied terdtories in the South China Sex.

After delivering supplies at the Rizal Reef, the
ship’s engine broke down last Feb. 8, foreing it to
terun 10 Puerto Princesa City for repairs, It re-
sumed the resupply mission Jast Sunday and anived
at Pagasa Island two days later. — Vidor Reyes

g

845.9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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- There was no specific mention 6f China in thejoint
US-ASEAN statement. It did reaffirm the “key prin-
ciples that will guide our cooperation going forward.” .
“ Among the notable principles: - -

e Mutual réspect for the soverel gnty, territorial
. integrity; _.e%uality and political independence of all
itions by: “i*}'r_lr'_lly }_lp?oldiﬁg the principles and pur-

forth become an ¢
“event; This is according to th
joint US-ASEAN statement i5 .
sued at the end of the summit in Rancho Mirage,

B

“sity and stability in the region, ensuri
“secuitity and safety, including the'rights
‘of navigation and overflight and other las
e seas, and unimpeded lawful maritin
odinthe, (UNCE Pl
rization and self-restraint nduct of activities.”
1t would beinteresting to see how those commit-
ments will be manifested as Beljing 1gnores calls to
stop its island reclamation, So far its response to stich
calls has boited down to “make my day.” - 7
- That part calling for “full respect for legal ‘and
LS . A :  diplomatic processes”. supports a statement issued
rstands the lan 3 it by the US and the European Union, urging Beijing to
stood in its ' respect whatever ruling is handed down by the UN-
"  backed arbitraltribunal in The Hague on the case the
Philippines filed, secking a definition of our maritime

_i¥'s'not surprising t Ve ACLOMIpE Yo o entitlements under UNCLOS. .
Sunnylands -__summzt::_ﬁv‘v bt > o h . The US and EU statement indicates that the interna-
surface-to-air missLe 8y on e tional community is also seeing the possibility that China,
Paracels chain: o o o - which has boycotted the arbitration proceedings, may -
- The _C}‘H_“?S are rapl A0 L simply brush aside the court ruling, expected later this -
her island claimed by tne : 5 - year. The ruling is final and cannot be appealed, butiit
..-:_5_171..1_}?5"_'-5“.}3”{1&9?‘ : ' . cannot compel compliance by the affected parties -
e gonj:gsted islands, L Diplomats from several non-Asian countries have
. Those occasional lo g ! - told me that they believe Betjing willignore the rulin

military? They're just gnats 10 be 10952 ' of the arbitral court. -

Chinese, The joint US-AcBAN tent? SHCKS and. . Inunity there is strenigth, and it's goo
ay break bo o :  has finally organized its common economic commur

e nity. But China is bigger than all 10 ASEAN states and-

is-asserting its size, and telling couniries outside the

regiontostay out. . . JREE S

S
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’cmgumg that ASEAN sriembers such as,
to ‘A portion of the omt'suxi’mut state-
bt ;

e_ie 'rsreaf

ing, illicit trafﬁckmg of wzldhf and
nable development, and cyberspace sec
! stentwﬁhnorms of responsfbl state behavic
) J : ab imariti

relatlons with Beifing - - : :
" Bven Washingtonis _heavxly e gaged econommally-
d in many other areas with. Beijing, Obviotisly, the
1 Uncle Sam ¢ loser'_f-_-

AT e
will contintse domg whatever it hkeq todol Tl
- Noguestion about it: C hma Tiow rules the %u’rh‘
C }nna Sea Bccame pt can.” o '
: : : *
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_Baggaa town.

Insurgencxes thrive on oppres-'.

sion'and other forms of social in-

justice. The Marcos dictatorship

became the best recruiter forthe. ..
communist movement and; in - forfearnot onlyef state forces but-
Mindanao; Islamic: separatlsm :
The restoration of democracy
in 1986 blunted the communist - r
cause. Democracy has its warts,

but severai admlmstrahons have

."generaliy given Filipinos few

handful that remain are hardly

-models for free societies that value

cwll ilbernes and govemance by

s y: : _
:'Admmlstratmn to buxld a dam mj"'

popula wﬂl Commumst states’
also saw. ’chen' economles_;tm'p'rove

- side by scating away investments
" in areas where jobs and livelihood
.opportunxtles are most needed
- “The NPA has become a public
'-pestﬂence in the areas where it
“has destroyed power transmission

and telecommunications towets.
Its leaders; who refuse to. gohome.

_aIso of their own.: comrades, have -

sought refuge in one of the world’
most liberal nations.
Several individuals Who lef’c

“the insurgency have found that
- advanding their causes throughthe
political arenais far more effective

ing up arms. Power that

e " emanates from the barrel of a gitn
regimes have alsg 1mp10ded The.

cannot be sustamed The deaths-

-of the six’ pohcemen should serve
-;as another nail'in the cofﬁn of a
i dlscredited movement '
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Lady Troopers turn back
Toplander in big comeback

{omerrow: falolos Sports and Convention Centers
tpm - F2 Logistics vs RC Cola-Army
© g - San Jose Builders vs Foton

RC Cola-Army came out strong off e three-
conierence hiatus, crushing Fotor, 2517, 254,
2522 Jast ﬂight in an impressive start inthe
2016 Philippine Superliga (PSL) Invitational
Canference wolmen's vollevbali tournament at
The Arena in San juan.

Drawing solid games from: veterans Honey
Rovse Tubine. Jovelvr Gonzags and Rachel
Anine Daquts, the Lady Troopers pounced on
the Toplander '« sloppr floor defense ix the first
S st then held off their rivals i the third to
fashion ot the romyp.

Tubine spearheaded the team's attack with 10
hits and 2 block for a game-high 11 points white

eandPaguishacked her ap with nine ands
eight markers, respectively, agthe Ladv Troopers
served nofice of their title drive in the inter-club
curney backed by Asies, Mikasa, Sench, Mueller
and Grand Sport€ and was aired live over TVE.
“Ivs good 10 b back. We are very excited
- miav our first game after a three-conference
wsence. Erersthing looks familiar,” said RC
Cola-Army coach Rungfu Reves shortly after their
gi-minute domination of the reigning Grand Prix
champions. ‘

ang & homecoming is Daguie, who
oF 10 & pair of Htles before returning
s which dominated the league in the
JJ-Fitipine, 2013 Grand Prix and 204 Al
Filinine conferences.

“There v as really no adjustment,” said
Daauis. T spert & iotal nine vears with Armv
vy atter coflege. S0, 1 played Mol ralaned and
more comportable it my first game with them

Rachel Anne Daguis of RC Cofa-Army Lady Troopers soars 1o untoad 2 kil against
Maiks Ortiz of Foton Toplander during thelr match i the PSL Invitational at San
Juan Arena. Jorvwenpoza e atter ¢ Jome while”

The Ladv Traopers jumped the gun early and
raced to an 130 start in the second sel. With Foton
struggling on both ends, Tubine and Gonzage
impoced teir might upiront with the Toplander
ailing o neairalize the power-hitting duo.

Farn Crendair tried to rallv Foton in the third
as the Toplander kept the eame close, onlv fo

copvmit an attel. error betore Tubine scored off
i1 Bagh, o chmeh the win for RC Cola-Army:

i fnished with eight attacks and
points while newcomer Danne

.

ir; five paints for the Toplander,
List prized blocker Jija Sentiage. 95
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- B?-.-Mafc_Am_:hpny Reyes
'RC COLA-Army wasted no time in an
nouncing its refurm.;.. Y

e theee-time champion Lady TroOpers, © -

coming back to the league after a hiatus,
scored an easy straight sets victory over an

“pight at the start of the Philippine Superliga’
Invitational Cup at FilOil Flying VArena. -

. RC Cola-Army wasn't- threatened by th

score the lopsided 25:17, 259, 25-22winl:

" Rachel Anne Daquis also returned to the
teatn, scoting sevenpoints. . .7 L
“ may not be the most senior or the best
player in the team but I provide the ‘positive
vibe,” said Daquis. ‘1 communicate to my
tearnmates and try to boost their morale on
and off the court.” I
" Daquis played for Petrort for two confer-

 ences in the absence of the Army franchise
L d ;

incomplete . Foton Toplander linetip . last - first three . conferences. of

Toplander throughout, flashing its old cham- “stniles;” said RC Cola.
pionship poise and impeccable teamwork 10

't have to triake 2 big ad}ustment;’ '

All Filipino Most Valuable Play-

said the 2015

Honey Royse Tubino topscored with 11
“points, while tearnt captain Jovelyn Gorizaga
‘had nine for the Lady Troopets, who won the

the  Jeague from
AMES TOMORROW - -
“( Malolos Spotis dnd

2013 to middle of ‘i
2014 . o
e’ can’t hide the

“coach Emitio “Kung-:
fu’ ‘Reyes. - “We .are :
very  happy < -and
thankful that PSLand
RC ‘Cola allowed us 0

come back to the
leaguie. It's a good homecoming for us.”
“Foton missed the services of middle spiker
Jaja Santiago and setter Ivy perez, who are ful-
filling their duties to National University in the
ongoing UAAR  #.7ii S e

OFFICE GF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.ar
Army Core PUrpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

my2012@gmail.com - Teino. (02) 845-8555 Local 5285, 5285

24




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army thal is

a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ E

matl add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com — Tel no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5283, 5285

 JOVELYN Gonzga of RC Cola-Army (rght) hammers one of her ine.
- points past Samantha Dawson and Royce Estamipa of Foton. AUcUSTDEAGUZ
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ONLINE NEWS

19 FEBRUARY 2016
4 soldiers wounded in fresh clash with BIFF in Maguindanao ~

Army
By: Karlos Manlupig
Inguirer Mindanao

06:00 PM February 18th, 2016

DAVAO CITY — At least four soldiers were wounded in yet another clash in Datu Salibo, Maguindanaocon

Thursday.
Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay, spokesperson for the military's 6th Infantry Division, said by phone that a

company of soldiers were conducting combat patrol in Barangay Tee at around 9 a.m. when they clashed
with an undetermined number of Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters gunmen.
Petinglay did not identify the wounded soldiers.

Both forces were still exchanging gunfire as of this posting and that two helicopters had been deployed to

conduct air support and to evacuate the wounded government soldiers, she said.
Glashes between the Philippine Army soldiers and BIFF rebels have been on and off in Maguindanao for

weeks now. SFM
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Military warns of more BIFF attacks in
Maguindanao

By John Unson (philstar.com) | Updated February 18, 2016 - 2:50pm

o

The van of Datu ' Salibo municipal treasurer Carlos Macabangen, damaged by a powerfut roadside
bomb Tuesdaynight. Facebook/Bobby Benito | _ _ C e S
MAGUINDANAO, Phiﬁppinés - The m'ili'tary on Th'ursday warned the public agéinst possible escalation of
attacks by the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) on non-military targets following
Tuesday’s bombing in Datu Salibo that killed five in nocent non-combatants.

Army bomb experts promptly foiled what could have been another deadly roadside bombing at the border
of Maguindanao’s Datu Saudi and Guindulungan towns late Wednesday by promptly defusing a powerful
improvised explosive device (IED) found along the highway by passersby.

Captain Joann Petinglay, spokesperson of the Army’s 6th Infantry Division, said Tuesday's bombing,
which killed Datu Salibo municipai treasurer Carlos Macabangen, his son Kenneth and companions Alex
Alpas and Bensar Agapay, was an indication that the BIFF targets non-combatants.

“The victims were civilians very obviously, riding a civilian vehicle,” Petinglay said.

Bobby Benito, executive director of the Mindanao Human Rights Action Center (MinHRAC), on
Wednesday wrote on his Facebook that a five-year-old girl, daughter of the municipal treasurer, also

perished in the Datu Salibo roadside bombing.

The MInHRAC, involved in various peace advocacy projects complementing the Southern Mindanao
peace process, had gathered photos of the bomb victims and their vehicle, riddled with shrapnel holes, as
part of its continuing documentation of armed conflicte in Maguindanao.

Benito condemned the bombing and urged the Malaysian-led International Monitoring Team (IMT), which
helps enforce the 1997 ceasefire pact between the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front

(MILF), to help investigate on the incident.
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The IMT, compromised of soldiers from Malaysia, Brunei, indonesia and Libya, and non-uniformed conflict
resolution experts from Norway, Japan and the European Union, have been monitoring the government-

MILF interim truce since late 2003,

The BIFF, however, do not recognize all security agreements and written amity protocols between the
government and the MILF, from where it splintered from in late 2010.

Police and Army investigators said the roadside bomb the BIFF used in the attack was fashioned from an
81 millimeter mortar projectile rigged with a blasting mechanism that can be activated from a distance and

packed with metat fragments with jagged edges.

Petinglay said they have been receiving persistent feedback from the local communities that the BIFF will
perpetrate more bombings and harassments of non-military targets to avenge the deaths of members
killed by soidiers in sporadic firefights that started more than a week ago.

The recurring hostilities in the tri-boundary of Maguindanao’s Datu Salibo, Datu Piang and Datu Saudi
towns began last week when BIFF gunmen shot with rifles the equipment of a construction outfit
implementing a flood control project in the area, apparently to intimidate construction workers and force

their employer to shell out “protection money.”

Macabangen and his companions were on their way to the town proper of Datu Salibo on board a
Mitsubishi Delica Van when a powerful IED, planted along a secluded stretch of a highway, went off as

their vehicle passed by.

Local officials said the improvised explosive device used in the attack was identical with the home-made
bombs the BIFF used in earlier roadside bombings in the municipality.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

L




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

"Air to ground assault’ isinagawa nang
militar vs BIFF sa Maguindanao

By qubb’ﬁ_arry F_qerz_astSte'd in-Latest NewsThursday, 18 February 2016 1915 . -

Dahzi sa dami ng mga rebeide ay agad nagsagawa nang a:rsirrke ang-‘PAF._para tu!un’gan: 'jéng'
napapaiabang ground forces : N Cehn A

Habang ium;lzpad sa h;mpapamd ang dalawang MG—EZO attack he!tcopters ay tma-target dm lto ng B!FF |
gamrt ang Barret smper nﬂe na may bala ng 59 calzber mach:ne gun S

Sa ngayon hmdz pa mat;yak ang mga nasaws at nasugatan sa magkabrlang pamg dahzl nagpapatuloy pa
ang kaiat~kalat na sagupaan ng mmtar at: BFFF e e

Lomebo naman ang b:lang ang rnga ssb;lyan na lumxkas 54 bayan ng Datu Saixbo Magumdanao

Tuioy——tuioy din namang nam:m@ay ng tuiong 83 mga evacuees ang ARMM HEART at ang provmcnal
government ng Maguindanao. - _ _ : _ R
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