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By Wikko Dizon, Tarra Quismunde and iristine Fé%if;se Mangunay

IT WAS one homecoming that govern ment work-

ers particularly relished.
'Hardly had Presidenit Aquino -

 warmed his seat back il Manila
on Friday aftér attending’ the
rwosday Association of South-

" east Asian Nations -(Asean)

'_..summlt inthe United States

- when'he sxgned the Saiary Stan-
'_dardlzamon Law . {SSL}: that
would raise the salaries of some -

1.5 million government em-

ployees.
The President signed Execu-
tive Order No.: 201. after

Congress failed to approve. the
" proposed- bill- that-would-give

. government workers the wage

hike that the Department of -
Budget:
(DBM) - hiad" dnnounced in-

“add - “Management

November 2015.

yearly salary increases starting
Jan. i, 2016. : _
The increase, which would

cost the__goVer_nmem a total of
P226 billion, will raise the mini-
'mum salary for government em-

scf i L GOVT/AY -

Under the SSL of 2015, the -
country’s 1.3 million govern-
‘ment. empioyees except for in- .
‘cumbent elected national offi--
cials, ¢an expect four roundsof |

.FrompageA! STt

L _.__.pioyees uncier Salary Grade 1.

- from P9,000 to P11;068 month- "
ly, ‘Budget Secretary P‘lorencm
““Butch” Abad said. '
‘At the other enid of the spec— -
©otrim, the

next - President’s
salary will be raised from
P1206,000 a month o P385,000

- bythe fourth year.

Not covered -

The pay hike, however, does
not cover Armed Forces of the

thppmes personnel, as an in-
crease in thelr base pay would

have a negative impact on.the
.. AEP’s. .pension;. funds. .
= Abad: sa1d these personnel willbe
- given’an fncrease in the hazard . -
pay, provisiorial allowsance and of-
_ ficers’ allowance on top of the

14¢h month pay that they receive.
The EC also excludes from

the salary incré_aSE and benefits
those whose “services are en-
gaged through job orders, con-:
o tracts of service, consultancy o
contracts;.and service contracts .
with no employer emp}oyee re-

lationship.”
The increase was welcomad by
severad government workers, -

cluding a Senate employee who
- desctibed it as:“a parting " gift”
“from:the Chief Executive whose

term of office ends in June.

could encourage people to stay in
government rather than transfer
vo the nrivate sector; where the
payis generally higher

On the average, government

employees receive 55 percent of _

Instead, .

- what thése in the private sector ..

are getting, Abad said, adding:
that.the: pay: hike would help !
government “aftract and retain

‘Competént and’ commltted cml
' servants o g

!ncentzve :

A policeman assigned with
ihe . Aviadun Security Gioup
said the pay hike was a “big

_ morale booster” and “incentive”

for government employees ‘to
stnve to do more.” - ;
- ‘While this was not his first :

' saiary increase in his 20 yeary’

service, the police officer said
this was the b1ggest as far as he

knew. “The timing is just right. .
-Qursalaryreallyneeds to be ins-
creased; -what .with-'the rising .
“cost of commodmes ” hie said.

While the increase was long
overdur, a Tagulg City Hall em-

ployee who also refused to be

identified, said it was still a wel-
come 'dévelopment for govern-

_ment empioyees and he’d rather

not giveitany pohtmal colot::
N_{at_ EVeryone was _chcermg on -
the: executive order however.

. ‘Vice President Jejomar Binay, -

who had previcusly-described

_the President as “heartless” for

refusing to mcrease the Social .-

Security - pension, “again - criti-
“cized the government for the ~:
- timing of the pay raise. '
Another source said Lhe raise

Meant to courtvotes
- The United Nationalist Al
liance (UNA) standard-bearer let

‘out & meaningful laugh when

asked about the executive order

‘signed barely three months be- |
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; fore rhe Maynatlonal electlons
. “Pumpue-pogi, syempre (it's
meant to make government
look good, of course},” Binay
said, adding dat the wage hike
was a way to court votes.
‘At thé same time, the Vice
President twitted the ‘govern-.
ment for its slow spending
“which, he ‘said, hampers eco-
nomic growth. “The govern-
"ment is there to spend for the
i Benefits ofits: empioyees o de=
Cliver quabt} services. “That's:
'govermnent’s job. Tt’s ‘riot the
. job of thie government to save,”
Binay NEY: repeiters on Friday.
In his speech before the Chi-
nese-Filipino busizess. commu-

: ay, the Vice Presi~ %
nity yesterday, - executives and officials are cel-

dent vowed to spend ‘miore. “I
~will be aPresident who will be
e SPeﬁdmg money.- Government
“is'there to §pend; not 1o save.

i “There’s a budget, but i's ot be-"

‘ing used,” Binay said, adding
that if t,ICCiLd Le would focus

on infrastructure spending and .-

allocate . five" percent. of .gross .
*domestic product for it.:
- The former ‘Makati mayor i§
- facing plunder complaints for 21-
legedly pocketing public funds
in the construction of what has
beer: described a¢ an overpriced

SOURCE EXECUTNE ORDER NO ZGI S 20|6ANO]0INT RESOLUTION4 5. 2009

parkmg buﬂdmg in the c1ty B1~

uay, who did not face Senate
hearings on the issue, hacvi re-
peatedly denied the allegations,
saying these were part of efforts
to derail h1s premdent:a} bid.

Uneqwtable

Also unimpressed about the
wage hike was a coalition of
‘government “workers’ unions,
that issued a statement descr1b~

+ing the pay-hike scheme as: “an-
* just,” “unequitable,” and “abol- -
ishes - Magna ‘Carta bénefits,”

" and theEC asa b1d by the L1ber—

al Party to gain “pogi (brostmm)
points” in the coming e}ecupl}s.

“Only those already receiving

‘higher salaries like government

ebrating. the EO,” said Courage

nauonal pres1dent P‘erdmand

Gane

while -low-salaried workers will

from thém and a four-year wage

freeze,” hie added.
“.{Qovernment  workers

must persevere in the struggle

" "dazsaidinaphone: interview..

“(These hlghly paid execu--_
tives) will benefit more with their :
vindfall | of pay adjustments,

receive a pitrance in exchange for |
“benefits that will be taken-away |

wage of P16,000 monthly
- which will bring our pay closer

to the family living wage,” Gaite
‘said.

DBM memo -

.. But government workers at_

‘Manila ‘City Hall 'might not ‘be

said on Friday.

While the executive oider
reising the salary of govern-
ment employees was “a wel-
come development,” the DRM

memo “limits a local govern- .

ment’s budget for personnel
services to only 45 percent of its
earnings, he said;

“For example, if we generat-
ed an income of P100 million i in:
2015, we'can’ only aliccate. P45
mlihon {for salaries]; 'Alcoven»

He ' added, however that
Manila City Hall’s budget for-.
salaries currently stands at 47
percent -of their total income.
Despite that, the city adminis- .

. tration dec1ded to implement
. the fourth tranche of Wage .
' hu«:es in2014:

W had to bxte the buliet

since’ we were also bemg pres-.

sured. to . raise . emp;oyees
wages,” Alcavendaz explained
“Besxdes we had the funds
needed to do so,” he added;

The ' official: noted that the :

Estrada administration  was
more compliant. with DBEM’s
45h-percent tule compared to

. " Limv’s, which had allocated 60
to push for a national minimum ‘

percent of its incomie then fo .
personnel services. .
- “That's because we were abie '
“to raise the city’s income now,’
Alcovendaz said. -
.In atext message, Mamla Po
hce District director Chief Supt.:.

“ Rolando 'Natia “said - the wage
- entitled to- the: salaty increage
. - after all, ng thanks to a- circular
' mema’issued by the DBM, eity-

administrator Jojo Alcovendaz -

+hike would “surely boost the

_morale of all unzformed person-f-:

.nel” o

!nﬂatmn

The iast sdiary increase, Jomt
Resclution N4. 4, was fuliy im-
plemented in 2012 and man-
dated the review of compensa-
tion every three years. :
. “From then until 2015, the pur-' '

chasmg power... had been eroded

due to inflation,” Abad sajd, . -
The approval of the SSL faced

. delay whenthe congresswnal biesi
.cameral - :
-reached a’deadlock over the
- pension indexation of nnhtary

conference * paniel

and uniformed personnel re- i
tirees, which would require an
increase in the pension of retived

-police - and m1htary officiafs,

-aleng with a hike in the bas%c
pay of those in active service..;i b
“This would be untenable and 2

_::Woulci leave tlie. governmeiit’
‘bankrupt,  Abad said, addmg
that as early as 2007, the- pen-
“slon’ pa1d Tetirees have “sur-”
" passed the salwries of hose who

‘are in dctive service.” :
The S SL also faced ¢ contrGVer-
5y ‘when ‘scientists and social
and health workers expressed
fears that it would scrap their
Magna Caria benefits, which
Malacafiang denied.
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' About 1 5 mlllaon staie' e

employees are et to receive

~higher pay after President

© Aquino sigied vesterday an
executive order modifying the
govemment’s salary schedule
© and providing additional ben-
efits to C1v111an and uruformed
‘personnel. .

The signing of EO No. 201

came two weekg after Congress
-~ adjourned without passing the
“propused Salary Standardiza-

tion Law (551} 4, which would -
- haveimplemiented a four-year:-
- salary increase program for-

© government workers:

 Lawmakers failed to reach
an agreement over a proposal
by the Senale o index the pen-
sion of retired military and

" uniformed personnel to the
* salary increases of their_a{:tive :

--duty counterparts. ...

- Thebudget department pres
vmusly said thereare no funds
-.in this year’s budget for the

' mdexatzon, which is expected:

- to bloat the gnverniment’s pen-
" sion requirements.-

- The House of Repmsen%a— '
| tives” version-of the measure,
meanwhile, did not hike the

retired uniformed perﬁ{mnel 8

pension.

S “We commend the
‘dent for his swift and deci-

sive action in response o the

congressional deadlock on

" the issue of the indexation of -
" MUP (military and uniformed

-personnel) pension, which

- resulted inthe non-passage of

" 'the proposed Salary Standard-
ization Law of 2015,” Budget
Secretary Florencio Abad said.

Pragi--

e take-home pay of govern-
ment employees as stipulated
in the proposed S5L bills,” he
added.

In the EO, Aquino said the

- salary adjustiment would ensure
that the compensationstructure

of governimment personnel is

‘comparable with the prevailing

rates in the private sector.
The new scheme will raise

theminimumalary forSalary:
' j(’rade 1o P9,000 to P11,068:
o Aguinosaid theadjustnisnt -
‘would also maximize the net

take-home pay of government
workers through the inclusion
of additional benefits.

- Abad said the FQ would im-

plement compensation adjust- -

- smeitfor this yeéar as aninterim .-
~measute to implerentthe first
“tranche of the proposed 55L:

He said ‘the full-year re-

_qulrement for the salary stan-

dardization has already been
provided for in' the nat1onal‘
budget. -

The modified salaw bCht,d*
tile for civilian personnel

-will be implemented in four

tranches. _
The first tranche will be

applied retroactively to Jar. 1,

2016. The succeeding tranches

“will be implemented- every

Vear until 2019, .

The EO:also gfaﬂts civil-
_'1an government. personnel a-

mid-year bonus equivalent to
one month's basic salary, and
the productivity enhancement
incentive w e“i‘" P& 00

”Thls actwn by the Prem- g
“dent leverages-the benefits
package in-order to increase’

By ALE}(?S HOMERO

"The salary ad}ustment i
however, will not cover work-

ers uf government-ownad
and controlled corporations
(GOCUs) that are governed by
thely respactive charters.

Presidential Communica- .

tions Operations Office Sec-

retary Herminio Coloma Jr.
said salary adjustments for
cmployees of state-run firms

are provided for in the GOCC

) Governance Act of 2011.
Abad-said COCCsnot cov=

u‘cd by the GCG may imple-

m(,nt u)mpensatlon ad st

merits charged to their corpo-
rate funds.

Military and uniformed
personnel, meanwhile, will
not epjoy increase in their
basic salarv but will be given

higher. hazard pay,a provi--
sional® al]owance and ofﬁcers
- allowanices _

Encreasmg the basm pay of -
active soldiers and uniformed.

personne] would also raise the

pension of retired ones because .

of the' law on indexation. Of-

ficials have previcusly called - -

for pension reforms to reduce

the funding reqmrements and
“avert a fiscal crisis.
The monthly hazard pay-

for soldiers will be raised
{reon 240 to P390 this vear,
P540 next year, P6%90 in 2018

- .and P840 in 2019. The officers’

allowance, meanwhile; will

be given to'those with the .
‘rank of captain up to four-star -

general and their equivalents.
The allowance wiil range from
1,000 to PO,000 in the first

tranche, P3,000 to 18,000 in the

‘second, P4,500'to P25,000 in the

third and P7.030 10 P35,000 in
the fourth tranche.
“LGUs (local government

units) may also implement

the compensation adjustments

~subject to the Personnel Ser- .

vices limitation under the law,”

“Abad said.

Compensatwn ad]ustrrients
for the president, the vice
president and members of

Congress will: only take effect
‘after the ‘terms of the mcuma‘
bent Uffluaib expire” :

“We trust that Congress will
pa‘-s the SSL whew it resumes
s0 that the proposed compen-
sation adjustments tobe imple- -
meénted in four tranches over
fouryears wilibe permanent o

-Abad said.. s
Wit passage, we wﬁé' o
“bé able 1o achieve thee desited :

putcome of the proposed 51,

which is to bring the compen-

sation of all government work- -

erstoat least 70 percent of the . .
‘market rate,” he:added.

“Undérthe bill, basic salaries
of the 1.53 million state em-

-ployées and military personnel
“will rise by an average of 27

percent over a four-vear period -
beginning this year. :
From 2016 to 2019, the
monthly basic salary of those -
under Salary Grade (5G) 1 will

‘tise to P11,068 from P9,000. The - -~
-president, - who tops the sal- =

ary ladder at 5G 33, will see a
pay increase to P388,096 from
P120,000.

The pay adjustments will
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. approved in the next admin-
" ocistration. S
'l am glad that the Presi-
- _dent has finally signed the

- EO which will start the long-

cost the government P225.87

- billion from 2016 to 2019 dj-—
- vided as follows: P57.906 bil-

lion in 2016, P54.393 billion in

.. .2017,.P65.976 billion in 2018
' .and P47.544 billion in 2019, - : e U
L A SFE e s v Sen:Ralph Recto said that

Lawmakers welcome EOisstied by the President
- effectively “makes the provi- -
/stons of the deadlocked bill on .

" salaryhike

7 Senate President Franklin
“ Drilon Tauded the President

for finally signing the FO to
raise the salaries of govern-

- ment personnel and vowed

to work on getting the 5$L.4

awaited pay hike for our

. dedicated and hardworking
ongovernment employees;”
woeDrilon‘said, oo LA
Ll However, given that fhe
President’s EQ will only cover

the salary hike for this year,
the chatlenge to implement

the fall four-year salary hike
. as envisioned remaing with

lawmakers,” he added, -

. Drilon said that. this jssiie -
would: have to be settfed by
 Congressin the next admiis-
- tratiorrand that if he succeeds

~in his bid for reelection, he .

would personally sce'to it that
the 5514 is one of the frst bills

- “:Seni Antonio Trillanes IV

the sponsor of 531 4, said that
the move of the President
to implement the pay hike

through an EO was welcome

but would have been bettor
had he included the increase

in the pension of 'che'milita'ry' L
and police, . . ... 7
Trillanes said that he would -

continue to push for this pro- s
Vision in the SSL4 in the next R

adm_i'riis’cra‘cion. .

55L4 permanent.”
"1t does not merely im-
plement the congressionally
authorized funding for the-

first tranche but prescribes a - L
new pay glassiﬁcationsystem,_"_ T RE
- which must be funded in the - .-

coming years,” Recto said.

 Leyte Rep. Martin Romual. -~

dez yesterday latided Aquino’s -
decision to sign the EO.

Presidentalthoughitwastong
- overdue. But since the EO will :

only cover this year’s pay hike,
we should continue to remain

steadfast to pass a law that = -

would sustain the mncrease for

the next three vears, as origi- -
naily planned,” he said. _ S
. "Thebig challenge is for the S
Incoming Congress and the- B

. next president (o guarantee

‘that the'increase will happen.

again in 2017, 2018 and 2019 -
to complete the objective of
this [our-year pay hike plan,”
hesaid. " - R P
. Meariwhile, government o
cmployees nationwide have

Set protest dctions even as
President Aquino ordered an

increase in salaries of public
officials and employees. — With
Jess Diaz, Marvin Sy, Prinz
Magtulis, Mayen Jaymalin

I .
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FTER Premdent Aquino si ned A
on Friday an executive oraer (EQ) ™ T
© -granting governi; ar workers pay
~increase, the 16th Congress should i pass
he pmposcd Salary Standardization
Law (SSL) 4 in May to make the salary
-adjustment permanent, a leader of the -
"_:'-'House of Representatzves sald

the first
tranche of
the salary
%, increasefor .
x government ..
. workers uﬂderthe 2016 Generai
CONTZNUEDONAz .. .Appmpﬂatmns ACt

A A B 4 b,

. RS m Locak: 5285, 5285
- OFFICE GF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ~ Emali add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local 5285, 5
?-

Army Core Furpese: Serving the people. Securing the land.




My stmn By 2026 a world-class Army that is & source of nationa’ pride

|

L
!

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: cacpa.army2012@gmail.com -~ Tel no, {02) 8458555 Local. 5285, 5295

| “Weneed toresolve the differencesbetween -

the Senate and House versions of the $SL 4 in

" thebicameral conferencecommitteetomakeit .-
[salaryadjustment] permanent. Otherwise; the

next Congresshasto approveanewhbill,” House

e " Majority Leaderand Liberal PartyRep.Neptali -
M GonzalesITof Mandaluyong said on Friday.
o The EOprovz&es forthezmpiementatmnof i
S the first of four tranches provided for in‘the
. “ptoposed SSL 4. The pres1dent1al atthority
"to implement the first tranche'is providedin
- Republic Act (RA) 10717, or the 2016 General
~Appropriations Act (GAA), which allocates

a budget of £57.9 billion. RA 0758, or the

. Compensation and Position Classification
" Act of 1989, and Presidential Decree 1587
-~ grant the chief executive the power to adjust

. “public-sector comperisation. -

Thebicameral conferencebetween thetwo

- chambers of Congress was deadlocked after
" the Senatepanel, ledby Sen. Antonio Trillanes

- - IV, insisted on a provision that would index
7 the pension of miilitary retirees to'the: salary' g
- “increases providedin SSL 4. ' o

" The House panel objected becaz}se of 1ack i

- of funding. The Senate proposal would cost

taxpayers an additional P18 biilion for the

" first year of implementation,

Gonzales said the 16th Congress_ can still

- ©.approve the SSL4- when session resumes on
. May 23 to June: 10 or after the preszdentml R
Land local elections. :

Meanwhile, House Inaependent Bloc Iead—

: : _.er and Lakas Rep. Martin G. Romualdez of
' Leyte vowed to prioritize the passage of the

proposed SSL 4 in the 17tk Congress should
it fail to pass in the 16th Congress. :
“We laud this act of the President al-

- though it was long overdue. But since this
IBOJ will only cover this year's salary hike,

we should continue to remain steadfast to - -
“pass a law that would ensure-a permanent e
:pay i increase’ for government workers m the e L
b n_ext three years,” Romualdez added. .
R Thebzgchallengezsto guaranteethatthe- R

increasewill happen again in 2017,2018 and -

2019 to complete the four-vear objective of

this proposal,” he said.

Tlie House of Representatives approved on
third and final reading last Decernber 9 House
Bill 6268 principally authored by Speaker Fe-

liciano Belmonte Jr., which modifies the com-
pensation and position classification system of
* civiliangpvérnmentpersonnel and the base-pay
‘schedile of militaryand uniformedpersonnelin

government tobe implemented in four tranch-

es, starting January 1. The Senate approved its R
.f'ownversmn SenateBﬂi.’ZS?l onthlrdandfmal g e i
. -readmg oni January 18, w S

. Barlier; Budget Secretary Florench Abad :

' said the SSLwill take effect throughacombi-~

nationofasalaryincreases, a 14th-monthpay
andanenhanced performance-basedbonusto

beimplemented overafour-year period, from
.January 2016 to January 2019,

Abad explained the SSL4isbased on Joint

: Reso}u‘aon 4 enacted by, Congress i 2009 AR
_ manciatmg the review of the compensation -

and position classification system after three

" years from the last year of the adjustment to -
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determine the compétitiveness of government

pay in relation to the private sector and the
“compensation strategy to bring government

pay closer'to market rate,

- Abad said the last tranche of the previ-
o lary increase was completed inaJuly
| 2012, He added that despite the substan,
tialiduties and responsibilities of public ser- -

ous

Lotlakl
C - vants, their salaries stood at“55 percent, or
 around half, of current market rates., Presi-
dent Agnine on Friday sigred an EQ granting
the first of the four phases of the $ST, 4 that
- Congress failed to pass.

- "The EO provides for the implementation

" of the tirst of the four tranches provided for ‘

in the proposed SSL 4 that has not been en-

. acted by Congress,” Presidential Spokesman -

- Herminio B-'Coloma-Jr. said in a statement.
Coloma added that the authority to imple-

willalso include the granting of 14th-month
 pay for all public servants.

' As this developed, Senate Presi-

- dent Franklin' M: Drilon vowed to work

© for the _passage of remedial legislation to
~-find 'subs’e::qi_ient:_’S_ai]ai_'y__in_cri_éases____f_or' 1.3
 millioni government employees, if he 15

L reelected: seniator in the next Congress.
A M Twill personally see to it that out public
“workers will get their full pay hike by push-

- - ingforthe SSL.4in the17th Congress,” Drilon
... said on Friday. “Tt.will be the first billthat I
. will file, if the people will once more trust me

+ - mentthefirsttrancheis providedinRAT0717,
7 The2016 GAAprovides P57.9:billionbud- -

i 7L PIOV Lilenbud- - . He, howew
©.get for the first tranche of the SSI 4, which -

‘the president’s £O will only cover the sal-

to be part of the Senate”

Drilon made the vow a day after President ..
Aquine signed EQ 201 tiodifying the salary - -
.- schedule for all state workers: Malacafiang .
- s2id EO 207 also authorized thegrantofaddi-
'+ tionalbenefits forboth“civilian, militaryand
- uniformedpersonnel”in theArmed Forces of

the Philippines. I T
Inastatement, the Senare presidant claryi-

fied that the task of formulating and legisiat-

ing a four-year salary hike for government

. employeesrests with the incoming 17th Con- -

gress, even as he hailed President Aquino’s -

~decision to sign the Palace order increasing -

the salary.and benefits.of government em-

“ployees. .

“l am gladthat President has signed [EO -
201]whichWiIIstart't'heIong—awaitedpayhik'e'
for our dedicated and hard-w
ment employees,"Drilon said
. He, however, pointed out that “giveri that' -

ary hike for this year alone, the challenge to
implement the full four-year salary hike as
envisioned remains with “lawmakers,” not-
ing a new versior of the SSL still needs to be

enacted into law by Congress, -~

- .. Drilonauthored the SSL 4in the 16th Con- -
. “gress, but the bill was stalled in the bicameral
- conference commiitiee of both houses of Con- .
 gress, prompting the issuance of BO 201 that .- _
‘puts into effect the monthly salary increases = -

of state workers for the venr 2016, ag proposed

- under the SSL 4 that the current Congress
-failed to pass. With PNA SRR o

| p- . . . i T -85 ”“'l:5285,5295
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Aqum@&l ons EO’[O n‘n*piemcnt ﬁistt zlch of salary Hlblb&&@ :

mentation of the first tranche

esz&ehﬁ Aqmnd &éétéi‘day :
igned Executive Order (EQ)
No. 201 granting the imple-.

| ofthe pay increase for some 1.53 million -

Law (SSLY 4

" dent Aquiro signed the EO upen his

morning.

in the pr opw;c,d Salun Sidndardlzatwn_ '

Presidential Coinmumcatmm Sec-”
retary Herminio ColomaJr. said Presi-

" arrival from Cahforma, USA Fmday__f

'_ 'F\emtwe O1der (F‘ﬂ) ‘Mﬁdlﬁ’mg ﬂ“"-_}.
_-_.r-:Sa;ary Schedule for Civilian Govers- -
tment Personnel and: Authorzzmg the

‘Civilian ‘and Military.and: Uniformed -
‘Personnel” Coloma disclosed. '
According tothe Palace officlai the |

" Grant of Addltmnal ‘Benefits for Both

. government empioyees as provi

: tlon of the ﬁrst of ’she four tranches pro— -
B i'mded for inthe proposed SSL 2015 lawor . -

. 'SSL 4 that Congress failed to-enact. -

7 Authority o implement the first:
tranche is given in Républic Act (RA) -
No. 10717 ‘or the 2016 General Appro- -

. priations Act {GAA), which provides

¥ budget of #57.9 billion,” Coloma suid. ©-
The Pﬁ: ) 'h;lhon appropr;atmn wﬂl i

“Pr

fuliy cover the first tranche

.va,tem (CPCS) was: revised

prevailing rates in the private scctor,

ident Aqumo has-sxgned an

.. Under the EO, the emstmg Com- -
= l'-pensatxon and Position: Clasmﬁcatm

‘Coloma said this was “to ensure that'
the compensatmn structure of govern-
ment personnel is comparable with the

thereby attrachng and retaining compe- -

: 'EO provxdes for the nnplementa- &4

tent and commiiled civil servants.”

“The revisions include raising the :
sninimum salary for Selary Grade I from

" the currentrate 6f P9,000 to P11,068; and
‘ringing the compensation-of government
- personnel eloser to their private counter- -

arfs fo'at least 70 percent of the mechan_ o

=P
of the market for all satary; grades.

“Fhe BO likewise eliminated: over- .
lapb inbetween salary grade allocations
of goverament personnel tn recognize
dlfferences in dunes arsd responsm -

tics of the position. :
Tt aleo maximized the net take home
pay of gnvernment personnel through
- theinclusion oft addiiional benefils; and
o strengthened the performance -based
- incentive system in

‘role and carry a heavier responsibility -

* - in attaining performance targets -and

“delivering results.

- The EQalso mciudes adgustment in-

{he compensation for the military and

recognition of gov- -
. ernmient personnel who play greater - .

' 'umformed personnel (MUP) mclud— o

ing an increased hazard pay from the

ourrent rate of P240 per month to the o
fotlowing rates: &) starting Janvary 1, :
" 9016, P390 per month; 1) by January 1,

9017, P540 per month; € by January 1, - .
9018, pa90 per month; and &) byJanuary o
11,2019, P840 permonth. S
- "Coloma, however, said the govern- :
*ent-owned and controlled corpora-

‘tions (GOCCs) are not included in the
salary pay hike under the EO. .
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New Peoplé’s Army (NPA) rehels at
the boundary of Ldraugays Caningay
aisd Doblacion East iu Candoni, Ne-
gros Occidental Thursday night.

- - Peiice investigators identfitied those
" slain as PO3% Harry Peralta and PO1

Henrey Pacheco, both: of the Candoni.

vy HATHONE LEADING 't;

COLOD CITY = Two police~ .
1 were. kﬂled whxle ﬁve'_:_'---
thers were wounded i an
“ambush staged by suspected

- Police Séétion; who were shot point-
- blank in-the head and finished offby a -

volley of shots by | thelr assaﬂants

Wounded were P02 Jay. Arroyo','_? s

PO1 Modesto Vina, Rey Duales, Julius

‘Miravalles and another civilian who was-

still unidentified as of press time. -
SPO4 Boyd Mate and PO1 Charle-
magne Cahallern were also with the
group but escaped unharmed.
According to Candoni Vice Mayor
Diomedes Magada, the police officers

responded to-a 9:30 p.m:call for as-

sistance in Barangay Canmgay where .
-there was a reported commotmn after’

- a-stabbing incident:; K FRR
On theu'wayback o the station, the

" shx policetnen were fired upon by un- -
_identified armed men near-the bndge e
" Their patrol car fell off the creek. o

. Magada said the ncarest ary de-
tachment was four kilormeters away

from the ambush site,

Troopers have already set up check-
points and were clearing the streets, he
added. (With a report from PNA)
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Reds kill 2
 _ -pohcemen |
in Neg ros‘-cc

CTWO pohcemen were’ k;l!ed when suspected =
counmunist rebels shot at thelr prowl car in an
attack that also injured two other officersand 2
civilian in Negros Occidental on Thiusday night.

The fatalities were identified as Police Officer: - -
- 3 Joe Harry Peralta and PO1 Henry Pacheco, who '
- were also shot in the head at close range -
The duo along with the wounded officers - -
PO2 Jay Arroyo and PO1 Modesto Vifia - had
been responding to a report of a bolo attack -
~ in Barangay Caningay around 10:20 p.m. L :
i The unit from Gandoni. Mumczpa! Polie Stas o Fiinin i
e troa were ainbushed by suspected New People’s |

Armmy rebils near Panaculan Creek Bridge, about |
2 kilometers away from the municipa} hall. .

- Alsoinjured in the attack was divilian Rey Duales.

‘The Army’s 3rd Infantry Division con- |

demned what it described as a treacherous act.

- Inastatement, the Army decried the atfack as

- “ablatantviolation of the Comprehensive Agree- | -
*_.ment on Respect for Human Rights and Inter- |

national Humanitatian Law [CARI—IRIHL) SR

" which the CPP-NPA-NDF is a signatory.”

« Citing witness ‘accounts, local Army spokesman
11 Col. Ruy Tiongson said Peratta and Pachecowere
shot point blankin thehead as the duo were sprawled
ontheground. . FERNAN MARASIGAN
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~ CAFGU camp sinalakay -~
- Py BIFF sa Cotabato
o SINALAKAY f¢ 50 miga miiyémbro ng Bangsamoro Tslamic
“.Freedom Fighters (BIFF) ang defachment:ng Citizen Armed- .~ "
~Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) sa probinsya ng Cotabato . -
“kamakalawanggabi, . 0 S s T T T
© . Ayonkay Cotabato Police Provincial Director S/Supt. Alexander -
.. Tagum, §inalakay ng BIFF ang detachment ng CAFGU sa ilalim
ng 38th Infantry Battalion Philippine Army sd Barangay Pagangan,
‘Ateoisi, North Cotabate. . 7 . 0 T :
. Tumagalng 10 minuto ang palitan ng bala sa magkabilarig panig
bagw utabias ang myge ebulde rang dumating ang haispdagang
; puwersa ng militar na tumulong sa mga Cafgis :
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By JOSE RODEL CLAPANO

L Government peace  panel cha:rman Alexan-
- der Padilla yesterday urged communist rébels
Lo stop waging war and: mstead seek Ways to
- bring peace to the country.. -
o Padilla‘criticized National Democratlc Front =
~(NDF) panel chairman LuisJalandoni for telling
half-truths fo cover up atrocities of the Com- -

munist Party of the Chilippines (CPP).
Padilta démied Jalandoni’s claims that Prosi-
: den%Aqumo snubbeda s1gned peace agrnement
with communist rebels in 2014, -
““There was no peace.deal,” he said; -
" Padillasaid irnocent civilians in commum—

ties are the ones directly suffering from the *
attacks of the New People’s Army. s

" “Instead Of continuing to'wage armed conﬂmt BF
against our democracy, the CPP/NPA/ NDF
o st seek ways {0 dehver-peace especially to -
' : - have bee

its usual practice of makmg tinreasonable

o explore puqmbic parameters for restaz tmg the .
- talks at the earliest possible time. It was this
- private group that initialed a- pmposod agree- -
ment subject G appaoval by the two ;;um_ls

Padilla said the government was studying

that proposal and was prepared- to discuss it
- with the NDF panel in January 2015 until the
- Mamasapanoincident happened.

“In February 2015, the private group agjam

_went to Utrecht and returned with another
' propusal from the NDF to resume the lalks, this
time with a stronger demand for the release of
. hundreds of its leadeis and followers in de--
~tention, the withdrawal or dismissal of cases

.. ‘againét their detained alleged conmltants and
" other pre-conditions;” he said.*

Padilla said’ the peace talks were, staltvd

_becauseof that.

“With'the NDF a&.sertmgJ even more than

its usual demands, like many other initiatives
benefit the peopie.”

undertaken in the past to explore the resump-

+ and blaming the government for the faﬂure o B

" adilla challenged the NDF 10 go beyond”

-to the parties;:but to'no avail,”

--.Smp Wagmg ar

demands then putnng the blame o the gov: e

‘ernment for the failare to resume peace talks.: = .
-1t is high time for the CPP/NPA/ NDFto =
change its tactic of making impossible demands -~

resimé peace talks,” he said. o
“They have used this tired old rhetoric to cover -
up for their confimuing violence on the ground
and their strategy to use the peice processto getas :
many concessions as they can from g gjovemment" :
thhout giving anything in retum.” ;

- Padilla sazd Ialandom 1§ not teilmg the Whole e
story. - E
”What Mr }aiandom s referrmg ta) was not P
an agreement,” he said. -
“In December 2014; there were repnrts of -

d the NDF We clanified =
then as happening was, a grotpof -~
.prlvate ‘ndividuals we consider ‘friends of the
process’ was shuttling between the two parties .

tmn of t‘hg talks that oru, also c'hd not p:m out ”;:'.:ff A
_he said.” :

Padilla sald' the govemmmt trled all pos—:
sibilities for the resumption of the peace talks. ..
. “The NDF's usual strategy is to use the™
negotiations t6 ‘get as. many concessions as it .
can from government without giving anything -

inreturn. I spite of this; (the: govemmen’c}
conitinued to pmsue all possibilities for the

requmptmn of talks,” he said, :
‘Padilla satd the govemmou’c tried twice to '
get the talks moving in 2015. ' ﬁ
- “We tried two more times in 2015, based on |
proposals offered by our Norweg;an facilitator
hesaid. .. . ..
“On the first one, the NDF said they needed -

~more time'to-consult the ground while the RNG '
(Norwegian government) and the government * -
“'waitéd.On the second one, the NDF expressed -

its reservation on the RNG's facilitation process
for generating goodwill measures that would
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o ;GGV% negenator hits NDF ’ ‘halfmtrmm

¥ FRANG!S T. WhKEHELB

. Philippines/New People’s

. “Army/National Democratic

" Front (CPP/NPA/NDFE) chid-
“edyesierday the head of tie
NDF pane! for allegedly tell-

. Ing hal-{ruths to eover up
for the NPA's atrocities. -

. In.a statement, GPH.
~ v Peace Panel Chief Alexan- .
w .- deér Padilla belied assertions -
. that President Agquino re- -

buffed a peace deal between
‘the government and the

- The govemment cinef -
'-.negotzator for the talks with: .
“he Communist Party of the .

communist rebels;

“He’s not telling the- Whole story

~There wasno peace deal,” said Padilla, -
‘responding to NFP péace panelchair

Luis Jalandoni’s claims that a szgned’_ ¥
‘peace pacf: was snubbed by the govern‘

ment in 2014..

“What Mr. J aiandom is referrmg to
was nof an agreement. In December
2014, there were reports of peace
talks resuming between the Govern-
rent of the Philippines (GPH) and

‘the NDF. We clarified then that what

was happening was, a group of private

“individuals we consider ‘friends of the-
‘process’ was shuttling bétween the two

parties to explore possible parameters

- for restarting the talks at the earliest -

' possﬂ}le time. It was this prwate group
~that initialed a proposed agreement
subject to approvalby the two Panels,” -
‘Padilla said.’ SRR

 The government chxef negotxa— R
" tor confirmed that the “govemment-- S
~was studying that proposal-and was

prepared to discuss it with the NDF -
Pael in January 201567 witil the Ma-

‘masapano incident happened.

Padilla eyplained that the NDF's .
usual strategy is to use the negotia-
tions to get as many concessions as it

can from government without giving
. .anything in return. He said in spite

of this, the GPH continued to pursue
all possibilities for t.he resumption of .
talks.-
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ovi‘ peace panel chlef slams NDF for'

-f' By Sandy Araneta
‘and Fldrante S. So!merm

5 THE govemment s chzef negotm-
forwith the corinmunist rebels on

 Friday- chided the chairman of
the National Democratic Front -

~panel for telling “half-truths”

and’ denied that President Be-'

. thing in return. In spite of this, [the govern- - -
ment] continued to pursue all possibilities’

= nigno Aquino I1I had rebuffed a -
 peace deal between the two sides.

| “Hes not ielhng the whole story,” said .

govemment peace; panel chair Alexander. ... . by
 Padilla; in response:to: NDE. ST pa

-?dsaxrman Lais }alandom‘; cla

- signed peace pact was snubbeé bv the gov~ o

erpment in 2014: :
. “There was no peace deal,” Padiita said.
“What Mr. }aiandom is refernnc* to was nﬂt

anagreement” -
Padilla said in December 2014 there were.

- reports of peace talks resummg between the
e gevemment and the NDE.:- :

““We dlarified theii that what was. happen '

. ing was, .a group of piivate individuals we ;.
~consider fﬂends of. the prcceﬂs wa: shut- -

thing- be’rween the 1wo pariits 1 e:»,‘r{on, :

. possitile parameters. for restarting the talks -
gt the earliest possible time. Tt was thispri- - -
that initialed 2 proposed agree- SR

ment’ qub}ect to a.pproval by the two panels, -

vate group

he said.
The- govemment chief negotmor con- -

firmed that the “governrnent was studying -
that proposal and s as prepared to discuss it

~ with the NDF panel in January 2015” unnl

the Mamasapano Massacre. ..

- Padilla said in February 2015, the private .
~group again went to Utrecht and returned *

- with another proposal from the NDF to*

. resume the talks, this time with- a stronger

Page )&”E

‘half truths

demand for the release of hundreds of s

-7 - leadersand followers in detention; the with-- T PR
 drawal or distnissal of casés against their -~

detained aﬂeged consultants, and ather pre-"'_ B i

.'  conditions,

With the NDE assertmg even niore thar
its usual demands, the initiative did not-pan |

out, he said.

_'for the resumption of talks, Padilla added.

© “We “tried two more times in &
2015, based on proposals offered -
_eglan_faahtator tothe .

yinhd el i

miore time to consuit the ground S sid
while the RNG [Royal Norwegiat ©

(Jmcmmf r't} and the government |
; -the seconé one, the

cﬂstatmn process for .
0 odw HIg meﬂ sures that .

terview in TJuly: 2015 Jalandoni re-"

group’s return to the negotisting

table still depended-on the release
“of political - prisoners and peace
" consultants:.. and returned to the -
' pmtracted and iminoveable regu- -
lar track,” he said. _

Padilla challenged the NDE to

“The NDF’s usial strategy is to use the' '
negotiations to get as many concessions as
it canfrom government without giving ahy- -

'_ﬁrst"' ernm

demands and Bl;zmiﬁg"the-”gov-
. ermnment for the failure to resume .,
‘peace talks. They have used this

.- tired old rhetoric to cover up for- . .
“their ‘continuing violence on the |
..ground and their strategy to use 7.

the peace process to get as many
. concessmns as they can from gov

the u.hxe ne ot1 or

“Instead of Lontmfnng o wage -
armed conflict against our de-
mocracy, the CPP/NPA/NDE

. must __s_eek ways to deliver peace, -
-especiaily to the communities on

the ground that have been sorely”

iterated the: NDFs demand. “The -~ -

go beyond ifs usual practice of .

' rnakmg unreasonable demands
- then putting the blame on the gov-

talks
L NPA/NDF

o ‘Army and the NDF) to change
its tagtic- of making impossible -

‘ernment for the failure to resume |

Tt 8 hlgh tu’ne for the CPP/'
_ [Comrnumst Party -
- "of the ‘Philippines; New" People’s .
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| :; CBCP Weeps
;fm victims of

|NPA atmmtlgs

‘their Toved ores who dxed for'a noble
cause:

In a ifessage of opnpathy igsuad

Thursday, CBCP President and Lin-

gayen-Dagupan Arehbishop Socrates -

Villegas, along with other bishops,
--Sent his heartfelt condolences to the

 victims and thexr famxhes fori Hnmense L

v Iosses of hves

“We, your bishops are deepl; sad-
. dened and we éxtend to the bereaved
. families of our departed brothers —all - -

of who were Police Officery 1, hornee

- . ‘newrecruits into the police ferce as

well as to the anxious members of the

families of the wounded cur assur-

ances of prayer and sohdanty in this
dark hour,” they said.

- Saddened by the rebel ambush that -
kiflerd six rookie policemen in Cagayan, -
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of . . o
the Philippiries (CBCP) is one with = | ©e&
the ber eaved families in’ prayer for . ]\

_ “l\lay cle LII&I light shine on our
departed brothers, and may their fami-
-lies find consolation in the promise of
the Resurrection,” CBCP added. . _
The Association of Chiefs-of-Po--
“lice of the Philippines Incorporated |
(ACPPI) also assailed the communists -
New People’s Army’s (NPA's) treach-
erous attack in Baggao, Cagavan, last
Tuesday that resulted in the death of

the cops belongmg E:o Lhe Cdgayan o

national chairman of the ACT Pt and
conourrt\nt PNP Director fnr Tntel-

ligence (D), condemned fo the fuliest

! extent the attack of some 100 heavily

armed NPA rebels in Bar angay Sta
Margan’ra '

TheACPPI also assalled the NPA’ S
contmuous useof Improv:sed Expio-’f:_- Rise
CrestveDevices (IED) ‘and landmines'in -

; their. terroristic activities, which is :
banned under the United Nations 1980
Convenlivnon Conventional Weapons

(CCW) Protocol I on Eandmmes and N

hoeby—traps T
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. ZAMBOANGA CITY - Five -
. months since their kidnap-
© . bing; the fate of three foreign--

~#rs and a Filipino woman

takenfrom Samal Island by the

s Sayyaf remains uncertain,
- Military commanders yes- ©
- terday dedined to share infor- _

‘mation on the case but gave '

assurance the operations are

“continuing against the Abu
:Sayyaf, believed to be holding
the victims along with other
" hostages kidnapped since 2014,

Armed Forces chief Gen.
Hernando [riberri said they

' ByRCELPARERO
have 10 new proof of life for - . .. .
~Canadians John Ridsdel 68+

and:Robert Hall, 50, and his -

Filipino girlfriend Marites Flor -~ .

as well as Norwegian Kjartan -
Sekkingstad, manager of the
Qcean View Samal Resort,

 They were kidnapped on

Sept. 21, 2015 from Samal Jsland -
. off Davao del Norte by Abu

 Sayvaf gunmen and believed to
have been taken to Sulu.

they have not received any
message from the hostages. =
Iriberri and Marquez said

‘the government is standing

firm on its no-ransom policy.

. Philippine National Police
..Chief Director General Ricardo
" Marquez said Wednesday that-.

“There must be no ne-
ransom,” Iriberri said.” -+ -
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Coroncl-Terrer underscoring tl it was

a manifestation “to the world znd ‘the
couniry that we are serious andwe want .

" peace to bacome real and permanent.” -
*. . The book, “Fhe Journey .of the:.
' MILF’S First Ex-Combatants, was =
: cozlcapm_ahzed énd written by historian
. Nerea Bilbatua and was launched at the
- - Bangsamoro Transition Commisumnﬁ_;
~(BTC) office. .-
e “The hook portrays the journey of
oo (MIEFex-combatants), (Gheir) experi- -
- ences of discrimination and injustice; .
~-dispossession and their desires-for -

pefter lives for themselves, for their

TipEE. ﬁ«»ﬁ*w‘i% m@@%&

: faxmhes fortheu' eommunmes for their
S A ' homeland, andforthelrwhoie country, :
ZCOTABATO CITY ~Abook essaying -
: _.the plight of the initial bateh of decom-
- 'missioned Moro Islamic Liberation -
. Front (MILF) combatants was Jatineiied
7 last Monday with Government Peace .
*Panel ‘Chairperson Professor Miriam’

said Bilbatua. .

““These kmds of sfomes embody the? .
-~ history of what happened tous as a pee—. L

ple;what happened to’ [Bangsamoro} in

particular. Now that kind of comimitment

- shows us 'why if is unportant for us'tor

" conlinue prace,” gald Coroncl T‘urer,

" who atfended the book launch.- .
In June 2015, a total of 145 MILF

combatants underwent d ecommission-

ing process mandated in the Cortipre-

hensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro -
(CAB), which the Moro front signed in
_ 2014 the Philippines Government as -
“hasis of the Bangsamoro Basic Law
. (BBL) draft. - : _

The initial process entaﬂed the"
«turngver. of. 75 erew-served weapons..
Cand: hxgh«powared ‘armarhents'to the
custody of the Independent Decormmis-

sioning Body IDB), the MILF said.

4

. Page:

._ook on MILF exX- combatams stomes launched {

: The ﬁrst decomnussmmng process--- -

was held in symboli¢ ceremony at the. ...
~iold provincial capitol complexin Simuay, S TR
Sultan Kudarat; Maguindango and at-- -
tended both by President. Aqumo 114 and R
- MILF Chaif Mtirad Ebrahim. . 0 o
- The event was the first in: four: ..
“ phases of the decommissioning process
‘propoged fo move parallel with the,
- milestones in the polifical process of es—:
~tablishing the bdﬂngmﬂl 0 autuuumuus

political entity. .

-Butwiththe non-passage ofthe BBL -
undertheAqumo adlmmstratmn, Fbrrer il
¢ admitted that the: -

“In the face of all'fhe.challenges tn- :
als, and tribulations, we are notgiving

“up. We will continite. The first 145 MILF.

decommissioned combatants get the.

challenge to be the first to showtothe . . ..
‘world and the country that were serious .~
and we want peace to become reai and E R
- permanent,” she said.’ '
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By Nikko Dizon

.-'MALAYSMN terronst Zulklfh .
“onbin . HiE. alias: ‘Marwan, - was ;.
“killed by his aide and not by the -

Philippine Nationsl Police Spe-
cial Artion Force (SAF) as

. claimed by President Aquino, a.

“Mindanao-based party-list

N 'group said yesterday.

Marwan's aide was 1dent1fied .

"".'as Datukan Sanggagao, accord-

- ing'to Jesus “Pepmg” Agdumag
“of the " Anti-War -Anti-Terror -

“(Awat) Mindanao party-list.

had gathered, and it was also the

‘name of Sanggagao that surfaced

- _driring the investigation.

. ‘But the INQUERER source said

R 'Sanggagao was alive and in hiding.
' The story about Marwar's aide

kﬂfung the térrorist/in: exchange -
for ‘money circulated in. Central -

. Mindanao soon after the bloody
*encounter in - -Mamasapano,

: Az’omer NGUIRER, ; SOUTCE: Who ...
' hasinvestigated theJan. 25; 2015,
" “Marmasapano dash said this was- |
“the same information hig team -

| laé;'mm kmed mr money
'by ms aide gmu claims

- The MILF reported fhat Mar—

" ywan: appeared ‘to- have- ‘been

__shot from. close range and that - _
“his hut and -its ‘surroundings -
“showed no signs of a gun battle.

“This is the ultimate truth,”

Agdumag told the INQUIEER by

rhone on Wednesday, refarrmg
10 his group 's repott.

Mindanao residents and ithasa
vast network in the region.

The group sent its investiga- -
tion repott, shown to “the IN-0--

oUIRER, to the offices of Senate
Minority 1 Leader Juan Ponce En:

“'Hile and Seri Grace Poe before”
the Senate rebpﬁed ftsMamas- -

‘apano investigation on Jan. 27,

“ don't know why the sena-

tors did not use our repert, but

' we couldn’t slecp not saying the

sruth,” Agdumag said.

g Year!ong :rwestlgatlon

" Maguindanao provmce that left

44 SAF commandos, 17 Moro
S rebels and three cmlzans dead. .

_' :MILF’ fndmgs

The Moro Islamic Lzberatlon- :

" Pront (MILF) also said in its re-
port on the Mamesapano clash
that Marwan was killed by his
. aide, but stopped short of nam-
mg Sanggagaoc.

The SAF claimed that its 84th

" ‘Special Action Company (SAC)

- tent with the SAP version.

. killed Marwan in'anexcharige of
- fire, but the MILF report pomted
- to’ findings that were inconsis-

“He .said Awat’s report. was .
baqed ond yeariong mvesuganon

' of the Mamasapano bloodbath.

Through various other assets, .

?ccordmg to Awat’s ﬁndmgs, :
. Banggagao was recy uited for the
- gperation to take down Marwan

being planned by Director Gen-
* eral Alan Purisima, then the PNP

chief, and Director Charles Cali- -

torate for Intelligence.

The assets, including Sangga-
gao, were assured of a P50-mil-
lion reward for their help in get-
ting Marwan.

Sanggagao was given money -
‘to build a hut some 500 meters .
© - away from Marwan's hutin Pem-

balkan village in Marnasapano

b gao and buriec! them
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.and to buy gadgets for monitor-
;ng the terrotist’s movements.

of

In the early hours

“Jan, 25, 2015, Sanggagao shot
Marwan dead, cut off his right
index finger and handed it to
the-SAR- (There was a photo
that showed a SAF commando.
“cutting off Marwan s left mdex L
fmger) :

“But Sanggagao was surpnsed :

“to-hear gunfire from the SAF -
-and feared that he wouid be lig-
“ujdated.

A frantic Sanggagao called

up another assel to find out

Aawat is a little known polit- -
“¢al group but its members are

" what was gomg on, :

. The ~other asset recalled
Sariggagdo’s last words: “Why
are they shooting me?”

Then the linewent dead.

The other asset, asmsted by
gome companions, took the
bodies of Marwan and Sangga :

Alternative version’
. Speakingat the Inoumer Mul-
timedia Forum on Sept. 8 last
year, President Aquino said he
had asked for verification of an

~“alternative version” of events
that took place in Mamasapano.. : _ o _
“He didnot expiamwhat the: al--- L e i
 ternative version was. - B
A week latet. the President =
said there was 1o longer am al- . -
' ternativé version and showed
- photos of a dead Marwan witha
« SAF commiando cutting off the
. terrorist’s left index finger.” 1+ ..
"Mt Aquino declared that it

ma, ther head of the PNP Direc- - vras the SAF that indeed kllled- R

Marwan.

But Awat said that if ile gov o

- ernment wanted it, Marwan’s
hody could be extumed.

. The implication is that if both of

‘Marwar?s left-and right index fin-

gers are missing, then the Sangga- |

- gao'story is the right version..

~ According to the SAF version, - L
the ‘fighting -at Marwan’s htit =~

alerted the terrorist’s compan-
ioms, and the 84th SAC had to
shoot its way cut of the village. -

bersin the fighting.

- MILF fighters, Bangsamoro Is .
- lamic Freedom Fighters rebel=
o and armed villagers. '

_peace agreement with the gov.

' the time, did not give the MiLi
.2 heads-up on the operation tc
" capture Marwan.

mission  backfired. Togethe

- charges in the Office of the Om-
...budsman overthe debacle..

 Genate 10’ the My 9 namona :
" elections. : '

Page: 7%1

The 'compa'ny lost fine mem- |
A 36-strong blocking force

-the 55th S8AC, lost 35 member:.
in .a daylong .gun. battle. witt. .

There was. a’ ‘ceasefire- be
tween. government forces anc .
the MILE which had signed ¢

ernment, but Dircctor Getulic
Napefias, SAF _commander at

- Napefias was sacked éfter the

with ' Purisimd,” he is facing |

“Hels runmng foraseatin the

Ar'my Care Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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MIL-; tmos mid io mmnmm truce wzﬂo gov’ t

'. By N;kko Dlzon

" THE HEAD of rhe Moro Islarmic Liberation _

Front (MIL¥) on Thursday urged his fol-
lowers to maintain a ceasefire with the

government despite the failure to pass a.

' _bﬁl implementing a peace agreement.,
- MILF chaif Murad Ebrahim made the

g -appeai in-a- statement carried on the .
| - group’s Facehook page.- .
~ “In spite of the nonpassage of the {pro-

posed Bangsamoro Basic Law], the MILF

will continue to uphold the peace process -

and ensure that all the gains will be pre—

ool -::sarved 2 Muradsaiddnthe statement
Tt was the first time that Murad 1ssued a

- statement - following ° the failure . of
' Congress this month to pass the BBL,
which would Have completed the peace
accord signed by the government and the
MILF in 2014.
“All officers, commanders, and ‘mem-

| bers of the MILE political wing and the -
. Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF) .
"1 “dre ‘enjoined to strictly’ follow and-abide -

1 by the ifistructions guidelines of the MILE:
- with'the agreed road map in the imple-

! Central Committee. They are tasked to

'--taon,
frustration-ariorig the Bangsamoro who-

g uphold the pnmacy of th peace process %
‘while _nj.ai_ntammg their mgﬁance andper-""
sevetance as they continue the'consolida- -

tion and capebility building programs of
the orgamzatmn,” Murad said.

The MILF decommissioned more than a -
hundred fighters and their firearms last .
. year as part of the peace agreement.

The decommissioning process, however _
is hinged on the progress of the peace deal. .

- Without the BBL, the decommi’ssioning _

process is also suspended.

. MILF chief peace negouator Mohagher :
Igbal admitted that the failure to pass the
“BBL brought about-&: -“dangerous: situa=i
‘as it caised- dxsappomtment and -
four-decade-long ‘armed” struggle of ‘the™”

MILF in Mindanaeo,

had hoped for an autonomous Muslim re-
gion in Mindarizo.
But the MILE Murad said, “will endeavor

to sustain the relevant infrastrucrure of the

peace process and our military forces Will,
at times, maintain its defensive posture.”
-Murad said the MILF would “remam a

revolutzonary organization: uniil it “offfs
ciallyjoinsthe government in accordance
conthe BBL.

'appomtment ‘and grave dismay over the

deliver the law that could have truly im-

ter and'spirit,” Murad said. -

- policemen and MILF ﬁghters iry Mariias-
apano, Maguindanao province, that left |
"-44 police: commandos,- 17.-MILF. rebels | = -
and thrée civilians dead ori Jan: 25,2015, |-~

mentatmn” ofthe peacé agreement .
- Murad expressed the MILF's “deep drs~_-_.. L

nonpasszge of the BBL.” )
Murad emphasized that the MILF had

“faithfully (complied) with all its cbliga-

tions and responsibilities” under the deal. |1 .
“It has entrusted the passage of the BBL |-

‘tothe [government] since the processwas |
entirely internal to [it], and all ‘its con-

cerned structures had the d_bligétions to .

plemented the terms of agreements in let-

Theiestablishmentof & Bangsamo i
tonomots region would have ended ‘the

The conffict has left more than 150,000
people dead and millions displaced,
. An investigation into a clash between

delayed the: congress:onai dehberatzons
- With d report from AFP
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UNA S8 BALITA B

Matinding air strike, ibinuga

hg PAF sa Maguindanao =
ria, Kumander Roman at .

. Ba patuloy pa kars- .
Kumander Abu Saiden ng

panya laban sa pagha-.

-hasik ng gulo ng mega

kasapi ng Bangsam-

o ooro Islamic Free- .
- -dom Fighters {BIEF),
- -paglunsad ng matinding

- air strike ang Philippine

. Alr Force (PAF) sa Iala- .
“Wigan ng Maguindanao,

Sinimulang homba-
hinn:

_ 835D S8 pagii ng
militar at 300 mga rebel-
de sa Sitio Tampuad, ba.
‘rangay Sambolawan at
barangay Tee, Daty Sa-
iibo, Maguindanao,
Nepag-alaman na gru-
poninaKemander Abuna.-
- was, Kunander Abu Nag-

BIFF ang nakasagupa ng

mgatropangpamahalaan, -
..Nagpasyang magsaga-

Wa ng airstrike ang PAF )

- bara tulisfigan ang-napa-
“palabang ground forees, -
- -Sinasabing habang ln- -
- milipad sa: himpapawid
-ang dalawans - MG-520

atiack helicopiers ay tie
Ra-tarvet din ito ng BIFF
gamit ang Bamet sniper
rifle n2 may bala ng 50
caliber rachine gun.

. -Habang Isinugula:
ito, hindi pa matiyak ang
IRga nasawi at nasugatan
Sa magkabilang panig

dahil nagpapatuloy pa

ang kalat-kalat na sagu-
pasn ny militar ar BIFE
(Befchai Julianf
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China: It’s US m l ll = r1

zing

2 BEIJING = China yes- -told reporters that:patrols
= terday ‘accused the US-of . by US military aircraft and
- militarizing the South China® Navy. vessels, along with -
- Sea, just days after it wasre- ' joint:éxercises involving -
oo isurface-to-air missiles onan true reason’ why coricerns:

e " “island in'the hotly disputed = were-growing over peace’

U oared.

Chirese Foreign Minis~

Ctry spokesman ITong Led

“dppearance of the missiles;

. . but says it is entitled to de-
... fend its territory and pointsto.
- . the construction of lighth
es,weather stations and other
©infrastructure undertaken to
_provide more “public goods

uction of lighthous-

and services to the interna-
tional community.”

" The deployment follows

and stability. - -

“The above actions have:

escalated tensions in the

*China’s building of new is-
lands by piling sand atop -
reefs and then adding. air- .
strips.and. military installa--
tions. The buildup. is seern -

as part of Beijing's efforts to
claim virtually the entire dis-
puted sea and its resources.
The Philippines, which
claims waters and features

South: China Sea; and that's - -

.the real.militarization of the -~ =
South China Sea,” Hong said.

" US and Taiwanese officials

this week confirmed commer-
cial satellite images showing =
the missilés placed on'Woody -

Tsland in the disputed Paracel
chain..
China has not denied the

east of Woody 'iéla.nd,.- yes-
terday said it was “graveély

0
S Such actlo

to militarize the South China
Sea,” the Department of For-
eign Affairs said in a state-
ment. C e AP

oncerned” by reports of the - -

- hactiohs negate-Chi- ST
na's earlier commitment.not .
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The Wlanila Timps |
The Flanila Times | e e

T‘)\I}JS : Australia on Fiida.y.
& urged China to refrain from the

% "militarization of islands” to avoid
| _Walkmg into a conflict, a day after the

~ United States slammed Beijing for .
depioymg missiles in the dlsputed South

~ China Sea (West__Ph;hppme Sea).

STWE urge alt clannants i the'

: o _-(,hma on.Thursday said'itHad = -
- weapons on'one of the islands in

the strategically important region,

which US Secretary of State John -

Kerry said was evidence of an
“increase of m;lztar;zatlon and a
"seriols concern.”

Australian ane mester Mal-

o ':c:oim Tumbull sa1d it wag critical
“for the: regioi’s prosperity that

China and the US use interna-
tional law taesolve their dispustes,

L

South China Sea to refrain from
any butlding of islands, any mili-
tatization of islands, any land
reclamation, " Turnbull told a joint
news conferenice with his New
Zealand counterpart John Key in

-~ Sydney.: :
: Accordmg to" hun hoth Aus~ o
- tralia and ‘New Zealand wanted
 tosee a lowering of tensions as
‘nomic relationships vwith China,

he urged Chinese President Xi

Jinping 1o resolve all disputes in
the sea--through which one-third

of the world’s oil passes- through
- legal means. '

“President X1 of China has
said that one of China's biggest
challenges is faliing into what he

calls the Thucydides Trap, which’
essentxally is where a rising power -
S reates anxiety among other pow-
- “ers such that: conflict occurs,” B

Turnbit]] said.

“If China wants to avoid fail
ing into the Thucydides Trap, as
President Xi describes it, then
resolving disputes tn the South

China Sea should be done through
- International law, thtough all of -
those’ mecham_sms that are avaiis

able 1o ys.”
Key said the two nations’ eco-

an important trading partner,
would aliow them to make their
case against escalating tensions -

" publicly and privately. .

Beijing claims neatly all of the -

‘Sotth China Sea. . -
- Tt has insisted that its island-

building aims to provide services
such as search and rescue facilities,

but also matntains 1t ‘has the right -

o deploy necessary’ se If. defense o
measuzes there. : .
Other nations surroundmg the -
s7a--Rrunei Darussalam, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Taiwan and

- Vietnam--lay claimto parts of it.

The US and Australi have -

_carrled out several so-called
Freedom: of Navxgatlon" over-
flights and-sail-bys in the re-

gion, which China has de-
scribed as “provocations,” AFP -

B
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" ByNikko Dizon .
_ andju ie M. Arelio

HAIL to the Chief.-
. Two . newly acquired. FA SO

----_supersomc trainer fighter jets -
(they would see agdin and
cheers broke inside the presi-

'showed themselves off to Presi-
dent Aquino yesterday by es-
corting the presidential plane
flying him back to Manila-after
he had attended summit talks in

" the United States.

i :"pian._, the Ccmmander in Chlef

gressive actions m the South .

o "~ China Sea.-
= Pregidential

“ma Je; who was with the Presi-
“o.o dent, sald the FA-50 jets escart-
.. .ed PR 001 carrying Mr. Aquino
“from the airspace above Polillo
Island as (it} made . its ap-

- .proach” before it landed at the

- airport.
“The ﬁghter Jets took off from

contact with the presidential

b QA‘%

sFromisthe: wmdow ‘of hisi

" watched the .ﬁ'ght.e'r jét..s' ﬂy be-

side the P Ahﬂippine Airlines Afr-

5 the presidential aip-

craft flew over Polillo Island in
the northeastern region.

It was a'sight no one thought

dential plane. It has beeri more
than 10 years since the Philip-
pine Air Force decommissioned
its last fighter jets.

flight at 6:37 a.m. (and it} eVén— '
- 'mailylanded at 7: 05 &I,

e C.ommumca-' :
e '_tmns Secretary Herniitiis Colo-

Coloma

The two jEtS Were: dehvered:'
“by Korea' Aero§pace Industries
last November, the first of 12

fighter jets the PAF acquired as
part of the military’s mﬁﬂprm

' 'Ization program.

" The delivery of the rést of the
fuli squadron, worth P18:9 bil-

- - Jion, will be corripleted in-2017.
© Clark Field Air Base. They made . -

The two brand-new superson-
ic fighter jets were piloted by air-

“Everyone was sweﬁmg W1ﬂ1{i:‘
' pnde a source told the INQUlR». _

"said -
| Eririco Canaya said the tradition"

~atrole of escortinig heads of statg’” ST

traveimg through the country's’ e

“ER, describing the réaction of Mz -

Aquine when he saw the jets,
- Mz Anuing | congramzlated
Defense  Secretary  Voltaire

“Gazmin for being able to imple-

ment the Armed Forces mod- .

“ernization program.

Mr. Aquino arrived on Fnday

from the United States where

he attended a meeting of the As-
sociation of Southeast Aman :
Nations and .the United States .-

‘ofr the securzty“ situation in the

tegion in the face 'of China’s ag- -

men from the Air Defense ng
JAIr Force spokesperson Col::

airspace was previously done by -
the F-5 Tiger fighter jets. . S
The E-5 jets woere d@eorm“ﬂls
sioned in 2005, T
Canaya said the last fime the
Air Force escorted a Philippine -

head of state was in 2005 when .

its F-5 fighters were still opera-"
tional,
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WELCOME ADDITION _President Aqu
ired jets for the Ph

newly acqu
" his flight as the pres

ited States on Friday.

idential plane enters the count

ce on his return from the Un

airspa
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' formed by

Tt was the first time since
2005 that the Air Force per-

" forrned its tradztzonal roleof

' escorting the president’ while

‘i’ Philippine airspace. ‘The'. ™
same courtesy was also ex-

tended to visiting heads of -

stales.
~ The escort role was per—

-

F:5 rlghtex aireraft before
they were decommissioned
i 2105,

Aqumn yester day returned
to the country
from a three-day

- visit to the United -

.- States, his last for- -

eign trzp as pre51—'
- dent.

_ Presxdenhal

- Communications

Operations Office

- Secretary Her-

the AII‘ Force s ettt e

min‘io" Coloma Jr said the
FA-50 jets escorted PR 001,
the flight carrving Aquino,
from the air space abuve
Poliilo island as it made its

approach before landing at
the airport. . '

- The jets maneuvered by

Alr Defenisé Wing pilots took
“off from Clark Field ‘Airbase

and made contact with the
presidential flight at 6:37 a.m.
The plane carrying Aguino

and his delegatlon landed at
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The military haq pu1c11ased :
12 jets from South Korea's
Korea Acrospace Industries
for P18.9 billion, making it
the largest item in the armed
forces’ modermzaimn shop—
pmg list.

The tivo ;été were: dehvered" o
i November and formally:-

turned over to the Philippine
Air Force'last month. The ten
other jets will be delivered in
2017,
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acquired FA-50PH fighter jets escort Philippine Alrlines flight PR001 with President Aquino on board (inset) upon entering
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fler more than 10 years since-

the DIhilippine  Air Force

{(PAF) decommlsszoned the -

last of its F'5 fighter aircraft,

state Whﬂe in the country’s airspace.-

U the PAF formally resumed yeaterday -
- lrsits traditional role of iéscorting thé -
‘President and other v151t1ng heads of

T lmes (PAL) thht PR 001 from’ Cahfer».

“hia, USA; entered: P?nﬂrppmp girspace
- escorted by two brand new FA-50 fighter -
“jots of (he DAIs Alr DefChsd me and
then landed at at the Nifoy Aqunw In-
* thepresidential flight 416 37am., which -

Caionei Enrico Canaya, PAF Spokes- :
‘man, said the two FA-50PH escorted"_. x
PAL Filght PRO01 earrying the Presi-
- dentand his delegation from an of-

figh.téf'.jéts escorling the presiden-
tial flight was not a show of foree but

' .' ﬁcwl Workmg fnp in. Cahforma fur the
"ASEAN-US Summit as it entered the -

country’s axr’%pate enstof Polzlm Isang, -

“Quezon province,

“The fighter Jt,ts E,uuk off fwm Clark
Field airbase. They made contact with

eventually landed ‘at 7:05'd.m.” said

_-Presxdent:ai Commumcatmns Sect'e-
tary Herminio Coloma Jr-

Coioma Sdid hawng the: PAF s new

it had anything to do witl the ter ritorial
dzspute in the West Philippine Sea. .
Col: Canaya slated further that. the -

deemed proper for Aqumo as the Com- -
mander in Chief. . e

o “This escort honors is‘a commen._.
L practlce since'the Premdent is also the

roIe ot escorting the President and-
_other vmtmg heads’ of sf:ate whﬂe n

ticed in other states asa way of onor-
- “ing the head of state when his plane
- enters our countiy’s airspace,” Colonia -
said in Filipirio, dispcliing thoughts that

. g .

_Zﬁghter amoraft were decomrmsszened_{ o

in 2005 (With 4 rcpoﬂ fmm Ariel Fer-
;1andr17) _ .
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. Marine Lt Col..
Ferdinand Marceling and

' his co-accused, Chinese

naiional Yan Vi Shou, were

transferred yesterday

- afternoorn from the Quezon

. City Jail Annex in Camp

~ ‘Bagong Diwa to the

" Philippine National Police .
" Custodial Center in Camp

Crame :

: Marceime andYan left

o Camp Bagong Diwaat past_ o
noon yesterday to go to the

Quezon City Regional Trial

Court, which later ordered
Marcelino and Yan's

transfer, Bureau of Jail

- Management and PLnologv .

(BJMP) spokesman Semor

_'_E_Inspector Xav1er Solda i

~said. :
R ”The court ssued ;tq
| order of comunitment after -
the hearing. They did not
§ returh: t0 Camp Bagong
4 Diwa. They were taken to .~
1 Camp Crame,” Solda said. .
4 - Marcelino, a former
" Philippine Drug ..
 Enforcement Agency
~official, and Yan were
.. arrested during a raid on
" an‘apartment that housed
a clandestine shabu
- laboratory in Sta. Cruz,
.-Manila on Jan.-21. They
were initially detained at
- Camp Crame in Quezon
"+ City following their .-
arrest.

CBYMIKEFRIALDE . © " ivére later transferred

© "Authorities recovered

64 kilos of shabu worth

P256 million during the

... sting. Authorities. said . .
. :Marcelino was found
L .sxttmg o a couch in-
Lt apartment When the
T pohce arrived.:

‘Marcelino and Yan :

to the jail annex, where
Marceling shared a cell with
a Maguindanao massacre

suspect.

. Solda said since

. Marcelino and Yan are now
l detained at Camp Crame,
| it would be police officers -

who would be escorting

| them to court hearings.

The Philippine

s National-Police ﬁmh«»----
o Hlegal: Drugs Croup
C(PNPEAIDG) had' earher f.
" opposed a propasal of

the Department of Justice
(DOJ) to transfer Marcelino
to another deteniion

facility whilé undergoing -
. preliminary investigation on

drug. charges.

TPNPAIDG chlef Semor S

- 'Qupermtendent Manolo -

Ozaeta opposed. the -

' . recommendation of Seniot
Teputy State Prosecutor
. Theodore Villanueva
- to the BIMP to iransfer

' Marcelino to the custody :

Cof the National Bureau -
| of Investigation or the

Fhilippine Navy.
The DOJ earlier aired
its concern for Marcelino’s -

safety at the jail annex,

where drug suspects
arrested by the Marine

“ | officer were also being held.
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i interakayon £om

:'_.-Aqumm signs EO for 1st %mmhe a*? SSL&%
By: Roices Naguit, News5

MANILA, Phi!ippin’éé - Presidert Benigno Aquino ill has szgned an executive order to mpiement fhe first
tranche of the Saiary Standard:zatcon Law of 2015, or SSL4 whlch has yet to be passed by Congress

“The Pres;dent approved and sagned the EO upon his arnvai this morning (F—‘nday) from hls part;crpatfon in the

o Spec;al ASEAN-US Summitand a. working visit in Los. Ange!es ‘California,” Secretary Hermm:o Coloma Jry

head of the Pres;dent;ai Commumcatlons Operat:ons Office, said'in’ a statement

i '.'_“"The EE) is retroactwe to January 1 ’[hIS year

= __..The EO clears the way for the use of P5? g billion mcluded in this year’s naiional budget for the zmp!ementatron
ofthe first phase of the 8814, Wh]Ch is spread over four years and will cost P226 billion to fully implement,

_+ The bill, which remains pendmg in Congress because of differences between the House and Senate versions,
- seeks (o Ingease the basic pay of government employees by an average of 27 percent, with the 14th-month
pay furthc;r raising compensaﬂon by eight percent. o .

o _"-However the government workers' union COURAGE is- opposed fo the SSL4 saymg it gzvas a pittance to rank
“and file employees while providing a windfall for officials. it also said SSL4 would ehmmate a ﬂumber of '

- benefits publi¢ sector workers currently enjoy

- .'__in Los Angeles, Aquino said: he might sign the EO on his retum once he received sa’crsfactory énéw'érs to
- questions over govemmem performance bomuses

_ WWW {iwdd com.ph o ) o | - o |
~ BALIK PMA zms I 'ﬁMA Masikhay Class holds Homecoming Basketball =
.:.Toumamem £ TR e e

By Lu:
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The Philippine Military Academy Masikhay Class 1999 organizes and conducts basketball tournament dubbed gs - .
"PMA Class 5X5 Basketball Challenge” that coincides with this year's Homecoming of all graduates of the premier

- institution on 19 & 21 February 2016. _
Masikhay Class President, CAV EDGARDO V TALAROC JR, said that this tournament will once again gather ail
‘alumni and provide an opportunity for them to interact as well as rebuild or sustain camaraderie with fellow

graduates.

| . “This ig the third time that our Class is deing this tournament, and we are encouraging those who belong to other
class to organize 2 team and compete,” CAV TALAROZ added. R R

- www.dwdd.com.ph :

~ MIODERNIZATION || AFP to receive P564-M worth of communication equipments

. Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. DWDD-The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) is receiving an aid of
. $12 million or P564 million worth of tactical radios and intercom system as pari of its communication '

" modermization program.
- Accerding to the president of the Tactical Communications, Harris Communication Systems, Brendan

- .O'Conneli, the radios will provide the Philippine Army advancement on their command and control and will
- innovate their real-time situational awareness capabilities. . _
 The Harris Corporation, an American communicafions firm said on thieir statement posted on their website *
-t_h’ét'__théy'ha'vé- received the order that they will provide the radios-accc':fdihg to the acquired budget.
" Among the Stated radios ordered by A'FP'are_ the tactical vehicular radios, intercom s.ys'temé'and handheld -
 radios. ' '
- Other equipments that will_bé-suppﬁed by the Harris are the Light Armorad 5i§_.fi$i0!‘t of the Philippine Army -
with the Falcon RF-7800V Combat Net Radio integrated into the RF-78001 Intercom Systems. o
O'Connel also said that they will secure the intekbpérébi'{ity with more than 15,000 Harris Ealcon radios
presently fielded within the AFP,

This will be the latest im provement for the said communication international stancia'rdization program of
the AFP with the help of the Harris Falcon. (LMC/DMC) _
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