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the nuns have not prepared any

“special activity to commermno-

“rate the 30th anniversary of
Cory’s: overnight stay at the
“monastery as well as the Edsa .
'Pebpié Power Revolution..

‘But the twin events will

always have an indelible mark
_ th_e history of the Carmehte
order i m Cebn

.Pho_ne cajl

Cuenco around 8:30 p m. on
Feb. 22,1986.

“ . “It was'my birthday. The nuns

- were ‘washing the'dishes after

. dinner when Nancy called me

up-and asked if she could bring

" Cory-because she wds in d
gér she the' NQUIRER. =~

- That day, Cory and her rm-

o ning’ ‘mate, Salvador “Doy” Lau--
_rel, were in'Cebu to launch a civil
disobedience campaign against
‘Ferdinand ‘Marcos at Fuente Os-

~ mefia past 6 p.am. Also with them

- were :Cory’s youngest daughter,

Kris, then /14, and her brothel;
Jose ‘*Pepmg’ Cojuangeo. -
. Cory’s supporters requested
~her to'spend the night in Cebu
since it'was dangerous to retum
to Maiiila: -

... Arthe-dme; Tt Gen Defense :
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and
Arfted Forces Vice Chief of Staff
Fidel Ramos had just withdrawn -

. support - from  Marcos, and
-throngs of Filipinos began to
gather in the streets of Manila,
c:allmg for the ouster of Marcos.

Diversron

- 'While havmg dmner with op—
- posmon "léaders, Cuenco called
- up Ataviado whorn she requested -
" to -accommodate Cory and her
companions.-Ataviado agreed.
- Todivert the attention of mil-
‘itary officers who ‘were tasked
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‘to monitor Cory, a convoymade :
‘its wayto Mactan Cebu hztema—
uonal Altport:s : :
= THe = mﬂrcary ntelhgence :
agents didn’t have an ‘idea that
Cory was'in 'a white Ford sedan _
driven by Cuence’s: ‘husband

Antonio,” who brought her to 3

the Cannehte Monastery :
It took som; ‘he

Spm,

‘Once inside th gate Atavi

mg to the Broaciway misical,
“And then, she askéd us, “Is 1t

safe here'«’” Outof the biue T'an--
e to kil us.

“first -befbre they reach you:
_caus_e'-of that sh 1t saf

tive nuns hve there unider papal'
enclosiy

dear ‘who between: Cory ‘and

- snap preszdennal election -

‘Marcos, who ‘was Presment_i_j'

of the'country for two decades:

~called: for the snap election to -

‘prove ‘that he stilt had’ the sup-

-port ‘of Flhpmos He was de- :
clared winper by the Commis-
s;on n EIecuons but hzs vxcto— ;

past
Atawado said'the runs let'the
car - pass’by a smaller -gate, which
“wa$ mtended for the . delivery of.
.supplies; The: _Carmélites” also
turned the hghzs off so.that 1o .

~do'said Cory exclaimed “Oh; i's
like the “‘Sound ‘of Music,” a]lud- -

‘was supposed to be off limits to’
outsiders’ because. ‘contempla-

- SISTERS’ ACT ' Corazon Aqui

“'nuns fora group photo at
Cebu Cltywhere she sought re

fraud, violence and dlsenfram
chisement’ ofvoters

‘the National Citizens' Movement

for Free Elecﬁons had Corv wm
ning in the snap election. -

Atawado sald

Dbelieved otherwise,_

‘have’ done something agamst '
~Marcos'won it the Feb. 7, 1986

our_ regulations,” she added.

to occupy the most comfortable

"-room -on the monastery’s. sec-.
ondfléor. It has two’ “big wini- .
" dows and a terrace, but Atavia.
do ‘said Cory. didn't feel safe'
“staying in that room. :

N Cory mstead chose a smaller

, who challenged dictator Ferd!nand
. Marcosina “snap” presidential election i 1986, joined the Carrnehte';
' monastery in Barangay Mabolo § noo
fuge overmght when she was - "

- reportedly the prlme target ofan assassination plot by the mliitary

:_ry was’ marred by reports ‘of

Based on its own. quick count,'

- Cory and Kris were supposed

- PHOTO FROM THE CARMerz MONASTERYALBUM '

room’ wher -rellglous unages"
-and office supplies were kept. -
Ataviado” said  the ‘nuns

~‘cleared the ‘room and placed

.two beds for Cory and Kris. “We
.did our best to arrange it,” the

: _mother superior said.
Nobody was supposed to en-
-;ter ‘the monastery but the auns
ory in: because they
. ele - cupied another roomi.”
and 50 she ‘was the nghtful head
of: ‘staté at: that pomt m t1rne :

. The nuns gave Peping Cuang-

o another room, while spouses

Nancy and Antonio Cu_enco ocs

Past 11 pum, .Cory was seen

‘praying the Holy Rosary in her
. room. before- she slept. The
nuns; who stayed up all mght :
. also prayed Lo =
““late any Church rules. For s, v

Gelivieside e gshe was the head of state, Twe
But at that tn'ne, _1t wasnt_-' 3

Loud bangmg
Around 2o am whﬂe the'
guests ‘were asleep Ataviado

“said the Carmehtes heard loud:.
' baﬂgmg at the iron’ gate!

“We - (nuns) ‘were” all véry_
scared. I was trembling, think-"

JIng that the soldiers of Marcos

had atrived,” Ataviado said.
- The nuns, she said, started to
think of plans to hide Cory and

E Kris. They thought of letting the
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- Despite the tension, the nuns no-
R -ncedmat Cory had kept her faith
.There wis also a suggestion and entrusted everything o God.
to'hide Cory and &g ét--the’ Géil’ “She was very prayerful, a
mg above the choir loft.” - woman of God,” Ataviado said.
- The nuns did not open the, Cory . left the - monastery _
.;-gates tand. instead hid in fear in-.. .around 11 am. of Peb...23,
_side the rnonastery After dbout 1986, ‘two .days before Marcos
~30: mintttes; the noise outside - relinquished his postand fledto '
' Hawaiiwith hxs famﬂy in emle, :

two -guests wear -their habits
and pretend to be nuns...... -

“to vasit the place
Where she took refuge at a time
.- when her life was at risk, It was
4 'foﬂcwed by two other vxsxts the

: Atavzado entertained quenes
and showed the INQUER.’ER pho-

] _ 5 accompa-
0 ' ilipi ~med by four. other nuns; who
_ shapedlike anAmencanmuﬁ?n) ©_‘were present during the 1986 %
“bibingkd {another typé of tice  visit, Theywere Sisters Marjetta -~
cake that is traditionally cocked . Paul Malierida, Melanie Costil- :
(in_clay pots lined: with bariana  los andMaria Luz Tapales. = s
'_ ieaves) - stkwati {hot ‘native - ~Asthe countrys marks the 30th -
chocolate) and fresh papaya,--_;- ; --amnversary of the' Edsa People

' = 1p1n0 1ot to Waste the efforts of
- Shemwas given the assurance': .those who worked hard for free- -
;;_._that the Umted States would " dom and democracy . ¢
© . “[If we lookiat our hxstory}
: God 1s really taking care of us.
he could go-- "Let us comtinue to learn from -
-back o Manﬂa tawado sazd “; the-events of, life and do our:
1 best to do Gads will: because .
.. .the progress’ of the nation and
i ) the ‘salvation of our souds de- .
'_';monastely Cory’s mppozters re- - pend on it,” she said. '

- quested her 1o prepare a speech -
_she was o deliver when she ar- -
“rived in Manila. The ‘message she
- wrote urged other - governrent .
- leaders to'defect from Marcos. She -

'_ : also asked Marcos o step down :

- “We can ‘say-that God rea]}y.

has a“mission for the Philip-~

“pines. There'is no'end 1o prob-

lems; biit we have to keep on *

- worldng [for the good of our _
coun idde -
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YES l mthe least
experienced: among
thé candidates. .

But while | have the_‘
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: : The cam '0'p1tch the}r'message”
out mth each _othe

be rer_ngfnbered most after the debate

- . Sunday rught’s’ opering pre_s1dent1a1 cooperatmn with GMA '7 and the
_ debate at Capitol University in..Ca- . Philippine Daily Inqulrer toshift atten-
“gayan de Oro City was the first na‘aon ion to policy talk in a country where
. debate’ organized by the Commission  many have been fascmated by person-
on Elecuons {Comeiec} m 24 years in: ahties and show b1z~hke wnpmgns

To be sure Vsce Pres:Ldent Je;omar San 1ago snapped back at debate’
;‘-_Bmay, Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, - host Jess;ca Scho when she reaci the
~Davao: “City: Maym ‘Rodrigo’ Duterte,- : about: h&rhealﬂl :
“Sen.. Grace Poe and former Interior. s my tight,” Santiago’ rephed,'
‘Secretary ‘Mar Roxas- were ready. xplaining that illnesses fluctuare and”
‘the ‘criticlsms;ithough some of them ‘that itis her rlght to choose to run for -

grappled wn:h the knocks on thelr can- Premdent L
didacies:i+ .o s Asked about her absences in the
. Binay faced the quesnon about how_---Senate ‘Santiago shot back thar she
he Ja’massed_wealth_whﬂe in‘public of- - was suffering from stage 4 cancer.
: s “Twaited to die, butm“yguard;an an-
gel di not let me die,” she'said.
e S PRESIDENTIAL / AB

o him by bis
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L Asked about the thumess of --

her resumé, Poe, . a’ fxeshmani'jg-z
7 senafor, replied,: “There "is no-
R 'proof that you' wﬂl do better be-~
; Han 1 - OVer as mayor 30yearsago.”
- Binay said his and his famﬂy’s -
y - reputations were. tarmshed by
 his political enemies. o _
Sannago also-'-.ze ed if on’

six yea:rs *Iymg-m bed: feehng

il feit sorry

e Duterte beamed and raised
o his'right hand as the - auchenCe
R applauded him and Santiago:
RN - Asked .about his foul mouth, :
T reputaﬁon as a womamzer and -t

a. the goverturnent

'epartrnent of Transporta-

‘tion and Commitication and
the I)epartment of the: Intenor.__
" dent; Twill getrid of criminality,
.drugs and cerruption in three o

andiocal Government,

T Superfyphoon

da’_’ (mtemamonal name

yan, !
before during a:nd after the:
world’s Worst storm o

rxence 10 understand our trans-

( overty.as the bzggest problem_-
' f i

te Pre ident Aqumo s reform
program, defended his work at

“He also_defended - himself-

c:o_unt:fy, "blammg at: on'f

uterte started by cozmng

- ranon for Santzago, desmbmg'
‘her as “one ‘of only two persons
5quahﬁed to run this country” - -
" He cited criminality and cor-
jrupno'n as the inain issues in

these: elecﬁons “If { am Presi-

ixmonths,”hesaid. .
- Poe went Imicro in her open—_.

:ing spiel as she cited the impor-
* tance of Mindanag in the pro-
-duction of pineapple,. banana,
“coconut:and corn for both the
" domestic and export markets.
";; ".ghe promised to allocate a
~third -of the national budget to

Mindanao if elected President.’
Tt was ‘Roxas, however, who-

: . ot threw the first punch nght out
4 don’t need extensive expe{

of the starting gate.

Track record

1 have sunple question with

ng. ... .__a smlpie answer. Who will you
i Bmay opened the debate by'-
" declaring that poverty was the.
: '.-_'.mam problem of the ‘country,
‘that he shared the suffering of
“the poor because he used to be
‘one of them, and that he was

choose as your daily driver to
entrust your child: Is it some-
one with a case of corruption, a
hot-head who is prone to acci-
‘dents; or someone who is just
earning to drive? :Or will you:

stieeessful. in reducmg poverty-___
iri* Makati City when' he" took
- one who has never taken ‘ad-

‘‘choose " someone - you - ~have’

known for a long time; some-

vantage ‘of you, and someone’

‘who comes with a good récom-
‘inendation from a former em-
ployer,” Roxas said in a'bid 1o
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~mefit; you don’t hiave the means;}"
1o buy 1 practiced law and my
-wife' practiced medicine, And
i3 not true r.hat we have a lot of

Sanmago ‘who* Was suxp B
--mgly tame for the goad part of
“tHe debate, neatly went balistic
when Binay tiitned the tables
-on her when the quesﬁou about
politital dynasties came up.

 “Miriam has'a son who was
-'also elected o Bmay sald m hlsi

-new agreement

Iosmg remarks

i;.:wanted o tespond, Santlago_ :
: sald “What he said was Wrong

My son ran fra party- hst but
-did not run for another’ post af--.

‘who was also elected to the Inv
“ternational Crimtinal-Court, said
- the constitutional provision on -
political dynasty was enough.: .
“¥It's & basic principle of con-
: _;sututmnal law that ‘anything
written in the Constitution ...

On peace in Mmdanczo Poe
“said she would push for & trans+
_'parent inelusive and sustain-
-able’ discussions in formmg a

“We - should follow thls up
with: projects: in Miridanas to - i
o sustain’ its: developmenn
- said, adding that powers should':'
.. be devolved to give Moro Iead—

ers more autonomy : T

Duterté ‘said he Would push
for federalism as an alternative;
-especially for the people in the-
'.'western snie of Mmcianao led’

by Moro. National® I}1beratioﬁ'
Front founder Nur Misuari. ~ _
Bmay’s closing remarks ham—; :
mered on the Aqumo adminis--
tration’s und erspending and its
i- adverse nnpact O infrastrucs.
--ture_and social sefvices without .

; dzrecdy‘ the main-.

.have acadenuc ex-;'

ge. cellence professional - excel-

. _Ience and moral excellence or

norecordof cortuption. .
Duterte said he was running

- for President because he was-

tired of coniplaints about rising

“corruption, criminality and ille-

gal drugs, all of which he

if . :promised to Wlpe outin three to. .
~sixmonths.. s :

.. Poe pressed her spiel about
w :gmng ‘Mindanao a bigger share
~of the budget and said her first

act as President was to push for

" the'endctment of the freedom of

“informationbill. .
- She sought t0 ease worries
- about het lackof experience, say-
ing there were more experiénced
‘she ! leaders who continued 16 esploy -
“worn-out solutions to the coun-
u‘y s persistent problems.

Roxas ‘ended the debate with

S swipe:at his rivals. “Why do 1

wantto'be President? Because I
© want your life to be like mine,
[free from hunger; free from
-poverty, and free to dream,” he
said. - With a report from AP
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e “Thzs Would ‘enable China to
b :back up its’ wanungs with real.
- 'capabﬂtties ” he sazd .

deployments on. Ghmas recent"'i'
edamanonsmthe Spratlys i

* Thursday the “very l'ﬂtifil‘lf’13121*’-'*a tion, “there’is a plan that ‘has”
‘7 ment ofsuzface~to—mrmlssﬂes on’ cheenin p}ace for qulte Some"
_Woody Island, the sste of ﬂr;es time,” Glasersaid. -~ .. '
' The “HQ9 . missile” _battenes-
_ guided bvradarﬁ'adung systems, .
~ . contraryto China’s commifments: have a range -of 200 kilometers
L. motto mﬁn:anze its da:ms inthe ‘and are'the most significant de-"-

e _fensive . weapon China has yet
' Béijing says’ It: 10 placed in ‘the Paracels; accordmg :
i __"]muted defensxve_facxhttes” on '-’toregmnaluuhtaryattaches o
- its territoty; anid: dismissed Te- .
©ports about fhe missile place- 'Steady expans:on _
.. mentas medla “hYP& Voo The move “cotdd- complicate
- Ay S : survez]lance patrols carried out
- routinely by US-and Japanese air-
+ craft as well as flights by US B- -52.
ong-range: bomibers, opérations
_ _ Ctn_na Gbjected t last Noverriber
RS A D ould be- . 1t could also challenge opera~
K .depioyed to China's h In° tions by Vietman's expaniding fleet
s -the Spraﬂysmﬂun aYearor WO ofR:ussmn built SU-30 jet fighters.
. i % ;

 Chinese expansion /420

y,,m” fgmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9555 Local: 52555295‘_—
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: cessful test iandmgs of civilian
‘rhners on’ the new 3 000-me~ :

“Swatet supp jesandwaste.
-d;spute in the'

iei’ and g
- more complete he said:
,__a Be1mg _ _a.sed

nattonai Tisig :
id China would Seek 1o

. Spra 55 DU
: 1~ -abot openly deploymg rmh-
cl dmg light d : ;
rescue. bases and environment .
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"“*'_'*ney o' ' Fnday that his counuy
cotild Jeverage its deepering eco-
ormc elanons‘mp with China 1o

or a peaceful resohition of
_ GhmaSeadJsputes e
Philippines ; also: '
deployment ont Friday,
ayIng. the latest: Chmese actomn
to}:ed tensmns n the :

! ion-square-kilometer
30 Chma Sea, but Brunei, .
alaysm ‘the Philippines, Viet-
I and Taiwan: -also.-claimi:;
parts o1 all of the ‘Waterway
through  which "§5 trillion in
global trade’ passes every year

-"JohnKey med?izmbuﬁlm‘ca}hng and, where islets; reefs and
“atolls are: ‘believed ‘to be sitfing

: 'resttamt, saying after meeting: ¢
15 iz counterpart m Syd ___'atop vast energy TESETVES.

e r 'buﬁdmg processz 7
f the things I’ll be do~ '
T there is inaugurat-
ing a new day care center that
ss been funded by the. Aus-
alian govermnent s part of
our’ aid Program,’” 7 she said.
“Thats going to be excmng for
me to see, and I will bé going to -
see some: of the houses we have |
helped to rebuild and also meet-
ing thé local miayor and govermnor »
and the peoplé of Tacloban who ~
have ‘been so resilient through—
out th::s process,” she said. -
- Austraha ig 'an. 1mportam ;
N t:admg parther for- the Philip-
pines, : svith - two-way - trade |
gged atA$4.1 billionin 2014
-P139,76 billion. . -
rralia i is also a hlghly pre-
ation . for Filipino
now. numbenng 5295

CRE

i s

OrF!CE OF THE
Hrmy Lore rurpose:; bér\ﬂng "nc peop;e becur.r;g me IanG

I




Army Vision By Z0Z2E a world-Class Army fthat is & source of nahiona’ pride
el no. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5285

OFEICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF ccPUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - T

f———

The Wanila Times

7. [ February 20186

4
kS
™
Rt

vesistrafoncr SBF1

% The redrawing of China’s military theater command districts wil ipcérpéﬂg_été'_i_ﬁé":e,_s:'tn'_l_{'.'fﬁ';_ihg': of the military’s command systems, for
' the first time putting army, navy and air forces under aunified comﬁin'ec‘!fto_ml_ﬁand.._{ﬁ%’f‘?‘?’ IMAGES) e o a
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: -""effectlve 101nt mzhtdr}r operauons

ihy ground forces; ~which'in peacetime .
- _focused moré on administration and -,
. preparation’ than command of actual
- military operat:em The Iegmns could
" be uppraded into “war zones” in times of
. mihtary emergency dunng whxch these .

._-'t'un g its military. On Feb. 1, Chmese;:
. Premdem Xz ]1npmg pres:ded over the-'. :

_ China needed to make such changes if
it wanted 10 compete wzth the world s

".__HENA may have more or less, ﬁn
shed the’ broader steps 10 restruc-

and air forces under the command of the

 military region commander — always an

‘army general. The process presumably
: chsrupted chains of command for naval .
- and air; fo:ces, which were independent

'-_1n peacetlme but had to subordinate their -
0ns 10 the demands of ground -
forcea m wer - :
. The new. cor_nmand scheme wﬂl be a
s huge stepforward in improving thecross: -

semce cooperation of PLA” ‘operations:

gio 1land Al ancl naval componen

'{_co:mmands report to' overarchmg combat: .
“ant commands. The new PLA structire -
will have joint commands even during
-peacettme, minimizing the disruptionthat’ -
mighthave occutred under the old model.
" After establishing its new theater - -
"comman_d_s; China’s military will begin . -

. perfecting their function. It will test not
-only whether it can effectively integrate

- headquarters responsible for eqmppzng
- fand training those forces.

_are not yet fully known.:China has not
“officially published how it is dividing-
~the commands, though there have been .
‘various unofficial source Teports hinting -
" at'the rough breakdown. It is also unclear |
-~ whether the niew theater command sys-
" tem will lead to serious changes to how
~the Chinese military projects power. The
-degree of control that the theater com- |
“manders will have over then units is not

he unified. combatant commands-_-*_-
“ofthellS rmhtary ‘the new Chinese com::
: mands appear t6 Thave infegrated military
- staffs composed of members from all

_branches of military service. In addition, -
anneuncements from the Chinese De—-_'
 fense Ministry 1mplv that ait force and .-
_navai operationaE forces will also be sub-. -
ordmated 10 the new theater commands,-’:_

snmlaz_ to.the US, stmcture in. Whiflh-__'-z-,:
“capableof meeting the challenges of mod

" em warfare. There will be-obstacles: Even’
.the United States’ military reorganizations

the operations of all forces but alsc how -
well they intérface with the new Central
Military Commission staff and the service

- Still, several key pieces of mfonnamn

known either.
&till, these reforms have the potennai \
to improve the PLA and make it a force f

have historically been long and difficult .

processes. But China knows it needs to

adapt to be prepared for future conflicts. .
. © 2016 STRATFOR GEO -
} PQEITICAL INTELLIGENCE
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- 'China has argued that the chain

. sarlier ‘$aid China’s action was
Cipensidered
o .th&Deciaratmn on the conduct of
' ipartiesinthe: South-Chinaor: DoC:
" and otherrclevant Asean—Chma-'.

_'_3_aﬁhrna ‘and. “Asean memhers S
: thhppmes Malaysxa Vietnam, 5 cac
A Brunel, ‘Singapore, - Thailand,
z'h‘:d‘o'

: a,i} Hlaim islands in the Tegion bu

' be}nngs exclusively to them.
T_he Philippine government has:

cieaf violatio

vﬂedaratloné and Staxements,

: za Gambod;a Laos and

&

n;eoﬁ,{}onduct”
‘g dohing, Manila. sazd put mtn'

°1 PR discourages aggressive
.actions and bars construction of

}E"g:on {hat ouid spa.rk armed
pghfhct& :

: '“1 But ma‘ny.regard the 2602'

. accord aslacking in testhand a
lggute-setﬁlement scheme te
effectively deal with the territorial
sidisputes; sparking calls for  more
oEffective and legaﬁy bmchng Code

91questmn the good faith of Chind”
Ceargework with Asean for the eatly
i conclusmn of a'code of conduct,
_ 410 eeoperate in the efforts
- msf 4l parties to find ways forward

B :"51&*1‘?{18 peaceful settlement of.
o ”‘éﬁsﬁu‘ces in accordance thh

INCLOS”

- “v‘f "Wanila has a pendmg case
' a,gamst China before the The
‘Haguobased! Permanent Court of*
ﬁi‘b’itratmn ‘A" final decision,:
luhppme dlplomats said, may be _

hg;nded down in May.

i

e gertam Western media outlets,”

‘adding it has- controlied the -

" Paracels since the end of the
-VletnamWar. . PHNSyutmk

_\heyv'strueture in the contested

> The’ Chinese Defense Mnustry;
mapwhﬂe called reports about
tjze Tissile deployment “hype by

o 0y habashil L oroak
15 zbcgbﬂ el cet HzLE SZED
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g .;.__Z-m1htary officals said.

.+ Since skirmishes began in’ Feb—'-_

*." Tuary 5, the military had sent 200 -

‘ground ‘troops and unhzed 10

~‘armored personnel ‘cartiers and -

twio MG-attack hehcopters to: dnve i

) " &'recent bombing that killed and -

7 wounded several people in Datu..
- Salibo town.

S "Troops are in the area [Bav :
L _rangay’i‘ee] clearing a'lot- ofIEDs:' - The militz
“fully detonated two more bombs
i Guindﬁlungan and Datu Odin
.Sinsuat; both in Maguindanao,

- {1mprovised explosive dewces}

mander of Magmndanao—based

st Medlanmedéﬁngade told The .
: another blast hit Cotabato: C1ty

‘" The military official .could not -

- saywhen the village ‘would be-
<" declared secured even s majority
- of the BIFF. ()_rt:es Have withdrawn. -
' ’There are still 'some BIFF i«‘}e—'f _
e troops” move- -
. ment wh1 e [its] main’ body ig*

-' ﬁ_:retreatmg, Budlongan sald

U atwns There was' no clear’ data

e BIFF side

Lo Army personnel were ﬁrst at-
; tacked by the BIFE in Pebruary -
5" while they were disarming a

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIE}

'-bndge mIDa'tu 'Sahb'cé The rebels -
»also damaged heavy equzpment
- -'.bemg used for flood contrel proj-- |
¥ b -_ec:ts in'the L1guashan Marsh river.

soldiers were killed and that they
“had déstroyed three tanks, which
‘the military, however, refuted.

'alle'giaﬁce' to, the Islamic State

"the same day when IS Teleased
‘online a vided purporting its exzs- _

: 1(}(} Tew. BIFF recruits are prepar-.
: mg fora test mnission”. after hav-

3 _mg tralned m bomb makmg *w1ﬂ1 .

At least one soldier was. kﬂled'_ _
" 'and seven others injured during” -
'the past three days of. cleanng op-.:

Abu Misti'Mama, BIFF spokes— :

i person; said- the attacks ‘were
- '3'}carr1eci ot to express, their op-

S with Bomb *positionto projects being imple- -

i expertsdledangoﬂlerboobytraps '_

" planted by the. bngand group,_{.

mented in their territory. Mama .
ilsoclaimed that dozens of

" The BIFF, which has pledged

(IS) also. deni _d-;-mvolvement ..

‘The military found and success-

the same day on Tuesday when

- The bombmgs'happened exacﬂy

tence in'the Philippines. -
“Authorities also reported that

- reported bomb planted under a. - danao

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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AnG Nancuncunsns Padsvacans Tasains sa Banse  PE.00

tion Committee 89 ng Commurist Party of the
Philippines-NPA North Central Mindanap Regional .
gommi_tteel(NCRM ;

28 ;

5,

i Mﬂ_t‘cars O%g‘aums (CM

1 afg mga explosive materd
bakbakan sa pagitan ng mga tautian

atili 3 'napmamumun%anml“c %)

)3

R%lmespondp

Aty sa Tugar: makaraang fulat g1 :
na nagtatanimeng nga improvised expl%swe de‘vme
ang mga rebelde ‘sa isang kalsada s na
kasalukuvg% m:ctesex:ﬂentda1 :
it mga stnca OONg 1A afav
sa hﬁa{% HE nn%a rebelde subalit bylfutbx;g ngpmgd_- 3

6ps seized bomb matetials *
o conunmucaﬂcm, aynn

nsmundo
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UNITY WALK FOR SAFE 2016~ A day after signing 2 peace covenant, the Lucena City
Police Station under Stpt. Joel de Mesa (2nd from left), in ‘cooperation with ‘the
Comirmission o Elections (Comeléc) ‘headed by city eléction ‘officer Atty. Ana Mei
Barbacena (3rd from right), hosted ‘5 “Unity Walk"™ ‘for Secife @nd Fair Elections
(SAFE) 2016 on Saturday. Leading a thousand of participants from different
.. gavernment agencies; private and religious sectors, along with the two are, from
- left; 201t Infantry Brigade deputy commander Col. Georgie Domingo, Quezon police
dirgctor Seniot Supt. Eugenio ‘Pagiirigan, 200st Infantry Brigade commander B/
‘Gén, ‘RhodericK: Parayno ‘and ‘deputy police’ provincial :director Supt. Juné Urriquia..
The activity ended at the grounds of SM City Lucena whire -symbaolic dove and
bafloon fiylng for peace and unity washeld. ...~ -Photo by GEM! FORMARAN
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“to step up the commumist .
moverent's extortion achvz—
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tes agamst poimm_ans and

i Bng Gen. Restituto -

Padilla, spokesmanfor -~ "
the Armed Forcésofthe ' "/
e of the Cagayan Valley-Re< , -

: ".glonal Public Safety Battalion -

- “were killed and nine others

‘Philippines, issued the
staterment in the Wake
of recent ambuscades m

INegros, w e
police officers and left several -
- others wounded. '

CaOr initial assessment

'showed the rebels are ta_rget— -

“ing the security escorts of

‘officers, to intensify their.

- extottion acﬁvmes " ]?adxlla E
said.

On’ Tuesday, 8ix members

‘were injured when a group of

pohtzma:ns, particularly pohce

Baggao,: Cagayan -
.Jn Negros Oriental, two of .

; four officers responding to

a stabbing were killed when

~therebels Waylald them in
:Candom

Tn Bukidnon, Army and

: pohce forces foiled attempts
- by the NPA to sabotage a
. government road project in

Cabangsalan.
- Padilla said- the attacks

. ‘could be election-related, not-

.ing the campaign period for

: Iaca'l polmcaans is nearmg

. 424

He said the NPA rebels

.wanted to show that .

they are still very much
around, and politicians and
businessmen should pay
them revolutionary taxes. -

- Padillaurged politicians to

coordinate with the military
and police when conducting

campaign sorties in remote
areas.
He urged them not to pay
revolutionary tax. -
— Non Alquitran
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: 1 CAMP VI ENTE LIM Laguna A ""ohce offlcer and two

1alleged leaders of a criminal group were killed in separate . ~themselves against complaints arising from the performance
--of their duties, Fuentebella said, adding many of these state

‘workers do niot have the means to hire lawyers.

shootouts in S’ca Rosa and Calamba in thls provmce over the
- Weekend o
“Casa Ampuan and a certam Omar, reportedly both ieaders of

| ’che Ampuan drug group, were killed after exchanging shots w:tth =

'E.anmen in Barangay Pook, ‘Sta. Rosa on Friday afternoon. -
“+ Ampuan’s brother Fahad and.a certain Antonio Belicano
were arrested after the firefight, according to Laguna’ pohce
director Senior Superiritendent Ronnie Montejo.
: Police seized from the suspects two rifles, two- grenades
and six plastic sachets said to contain shabu. .- =
“In the same day, Police Officer 3 Arnoid Zaguu‘re 4(} of the

Sta Rosa police station, was shot and killed by two motorcy— :

5 ’!ele—ndmg menin Barangay Real; Calamba.....:
| :ZAgisirre and his companion; Eric Luciano, were hawng
. nacks ‘when the assailants shot at- them: . .
T Lufrano was taken’ ’co the Calamba Medlcal Cen’cer for
treatment. -Ed Amoroso

Free Iegal aid sought for cops sold;ers

surer and his five-year-old daughter — were killed in another

« A measure seekmg to provide free Iegal assistance to sol-
ﬁhers, pohce ofﬁcers and other law enforcers facmg charges in

connection with then" jobs has been filed before the House of

e Represenitatives. .

The House comumittee on justice has endorsed the measure

o ) for plenary consideration, according to the bill’s author, Ca—
.. marines Sur Rep. Felix William Fuentebella. -

‘Law enforcers should not be left on their own to defend

i+ “The government should provide them with free legal as-
s1stance through the Public Attorneys Office,” he said.
Fuentebella is hoping the House and the Senate would

- have to time to pass his bill.

.+ “The passage of the measure will demonstrate the govern—

_fent’s commitment to protect the rights and welfare of the
. men and women in the active service,” he said.

‘The lawmaker proposed the allocation of P200 million in .
the annual budget for the free legal aid. —Jess Diaz

. Soldier killed, 5 hurt in BIFF attack

A soldier was killed W}ule five others were Wounded Wheﬁ

an 1mpr0vzsed explosive device (IED) believed planted by the
‘outlawed Bahgsarnoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) went
_off in Datu Salibo, Maguindanao on Saturday.

Tt was the second attack Jaunched by BIFF bandits in four days.
_Last Tuesday, five persons — including the municipal trea-

roadside bombing.
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.. Reéports said the soldiers were scouring the roadside for
booby traps when'the explosion occurred: .o i
<+ % Villagers confirmed the BIFF had planted IEDs in several
- areas of the town following last weeld's encounters with
I government security forces that killed 16 bandits.” ./
7 The'slain'soldier and his comparions belonged to the Ar- 8
- my's 7th Infatitry Battalion, which was deployed on Thursday [
~in'Datu Salibo'to help bomb experts clear villages of EDs.
. Soldiers have recoveréd a dozen THDS since the clearing -
“operations started. oo T
" Authorities withheld the names of the slain and wounded [
soldiers until after their families are notified. . —John Unson ||
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would have thought that by
piantmg trees, children of the.-
# lurnad tribe will be given the
chance to learn basic education?
" Being located in a far flung com-
munity with the nearest school located
some 80 kilometers away via a chal-
lenging trail, not fo mention the Jack of -
. money o spend, families are tmable to’
send their chﬂciren to school leavmg
' them ifliterate: '
. But through the Department of :
_Enwronment and Natural Resources’
(DENR’s) national greening program, '
-lumad people are seemg a better fu
ture . . .

LUMAD KIDS Lumad ¢

' S communlty in Padlay, stbngat, A
Fbrest poachers PR -
s tumprotectors L

Th;s lv_mad {Manobo) tribe organiza-
. tion which has 612 families or 7,000 indi-
viduals made a completeé transformation -
" after the ‘government approved their’
. commumty—based forest management .
- agreement (CBFMA) and their certifi-
" cates of ancestral domain titles (CADT) -
" for them to cultivate thelr own ancestral |
lands was issued..” . .. o
Datu Subang said “q Jomed the Naw .
“tional Greening Program (NGP) of the
DENR and formed the Tribal Returnees
~Community Development Assomatmn,
Ine, (TRCDAL) Our decision of joining
the NGP paved the way to a lot of op-
porhinities for'our organization.” ... -
'TRCDAI has 612 members, 69 of
whxch are NGP beneficiaries. . .-
= He related that peoples orgamzau
tmns were approved of their CBFMA'
“eovering an ared 'of 1,204.60 hectares.
_Of the fotal, 471 hectares have been de-
of Vveloped. In 2013, the 289 hectares were
planted with coffee, falcate, rubber and
~ fruit tree plantation-while another 182
hectares were again planted wzth the
same qnpr'mq m 2014

s “me the ’cime 1 Jom the NGE-
 glways set aside a portion of the bud
for the construction of our prim

education without spending 50 mu
Datu'Subang said.

which was their livelihood.

" see the bad effects of our actions, The
financial freedom brought by m
-frorn timber poaching is only temporary.

_The NGP has made us realize that th
. forest could offer more than just log

- oniy we ‘would take care of it and u'

3 eorrectly,” Datu Subang said.

nur hves » he saud - f

four-room school puilding hnlﬂ: hy the
gusan elSnr. {Mike U. Crismundo}

“school which we called “NGP Primaty
| School”. This is an initiative of our orga: ..
' nization which aims to give the children -
‘ofour eommumtya chancé to learn basac o

- Atthehezghtofﬂlegélioggmgactmu-"
ties in the region, the members of the
federation used to be forest poachers,* "

“We cut those trees inside o ances— o
tral domain and we felt bitter when EO.
23 or the ‘Anti-illegal Logging Campaign’
was imposed by the DENR because we -
could holonger trade freely the trees we .-

' harvested. But now, we could already

“The NGP hasg drastically changed.---

free education in their wooden
anoho tribe in their highland

Estabhshmg aschool - .
For the residents of highland coni-.
munities in Agusan det Sur, education is
priceless. Most of them were not given

. the chance to attain formal education.

Gomg to school is a day to day struggle
gifice the nearest school is about 80 k-
lometers away from their hightand com-

" ‘munities, not to mention the challenging .
trail that they have to pass through.

Education, even the simplest skill

«of reading and writing is a far reality
. but not long until the lumads organized

thertigelves, forming the Sibagat Tribal
Community Agro Farmers Development

. Association, Inc. (SIFTRICAFARDA),
& group of 21 peoples’ orgamzatlons in

Barangay Padiay, Sibagat, Agusan del

3Sur1edby Arnold M. Acebido also known

a8 “Datu Subang” _
his' tribe with their respective .
ders took the initiative to establish a
hool in their community. .
They built the one-storey school .
lding with four classrooms thru

“payanihan” with the support of the
DENR. Lumads attend school for free.
- _and the P5,000 salary of the teachers are
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As oftoday

the school sfarted opera~

‘ hon 2013 with hurhad chﬂdren enro}ied
from’ grades 1t04. s

“wWhilethe: schoolis yettobe accredited
: by the Department of lxducation (depEd),

the parents are th

ankful that their chil-

dren are learning how to read and wnte
even,| if they do not have money.
L “Through ‘this initiative, we beheve
that we-could msp:re the younger gen-
_eration 1o strive: ‘harder and hopefuily
3 s_t_acure a brlghter future,” be said.
e We are: hoping. that the future,'
DepEd will recognize ! this school and

-will even. fund the e ansion. of the in-
frastructure. ‘and vismn of funds for
_ additional. teachers,”

.- Community members whu were
lucky enoughto ﬁmsha degree ineduca-
tion are the ones teachingin the school,

atu Subang pomﬁed out j. -

ufestyle change

| .DEN'R 13 Regional Executlve DII‘BC-

;'wasabletochan

pressed his

titude of a group of IPs lmown for thelf‘
mvolvement inillegallogging actlvmes *!

Tamayo sal aid. ..

. The regian’ ' top DENR ofﬁma} as-
sured the orgamzanon that the agencyis
: mllmgm extend its help to the federatzon

~NGP

Datu Subang "%tﬁé"rﬁe'mbei*s :
of the organization are “hilly convmced

of the NGB
01113T for 1

wamung and ¢l

| h_a_x_'_vest cg_ffee

“eThrougl

program pecause it.is not
elihood Bt also for global

te change: mitigation.
for the right season to
B- that time, most, of -
the federatmn wﬁl be

the NGP we learn to'

dream and 1 _ake hose dreams come _
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g RERE S dﬁ“mj;" £ ..“'“ -5: ity mw-q

o seeunty forees engaged New People s
.. ‘Army.(NPA) guerrillas in an hourdong = |
- gimbattle in ‘the outskirts of Barangay -
. 1ba, Cabanglasan, Bukidnon, last Friday -
+“and thwarted a landmine attack planned
. “pythe rebels, the 8th Civil Military Opera-
" tions (8thCMO) reported yesterddy., -
w7 “Our field troops preempted the at- -
“ tack of the NPA targets after our field - - -
- froops seized bomb: materials détonat-"
ing wires and radio commumcataon, 3
" maid Capt. Nﬂrman "ML Tagros, Sth CMO'- :
.. commander. : B
1 Tagros said combat maneuvenng’-’ '
~ troopsofthe 8th 1B under Lt.Col, Lennon:
“- 4G Babilonia engaged rebels belonging to-
. the SDG Dario-of Section Comumittee 89
- of the CPP-NPA North Central Mindanao
- Regional Committee (NCMRC) allegedly - .
- led by Noel Gabute, alias “Commander

idd

ARILA:

zz

fied armed men who were seen |
Improwsed Explosive Devme
along the'road where a ‘governme
road»-concreung project is bemg do

- sensmg that they were outnumibere
- bringing with them their wounde'
“Kkilled cornrades. .

“Our ground froops behevethatthere
e casualties on the- énepmy side as
"denced by the globs of blood found hy our
“troops at the site.” Tagros said.

documents were also found in the area.

ULLETIE

HE MATIONS LEABING WEBEPAFDR

. SUppo
_alsz;i clashed swith the retreatmg NPA

- Hundreds of5. sﬁxmnammumt:onsanﬁ:
several backpacks and antl—govemment - :
« eneountered by our troops.” (Mike U.

Meanwhxle, forces from theBukldnon "“Crismundo)

rting the operahons 6f the 8th IB.

ablloma sald the 1nc1dent
srirayed the value of ¢ooperation and’

aboraﬁon of the security forces and
ce—lovmg people of Bukidnon in
g and preemptmg terroristic
ofarmed groups. .
Ve have received reports that NPA

“bandits will continve to resort to bomb-

s and burning of properties in order o
eltheirextortionactivities: Thereisan.

“on-going ‘oad-concreting project of the
' government and we believe that these
“rebels are out to birn heavy equipment

ity the construction sife when they were
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office of the 3rd Infantry Divisior
- “ambushed members ‘of the Cando:
- Police Station, killing PO3 Joe Har:'.

S POT Henrey Pacheco. ™
The ambush which occurred at ;

7ys Sth Infantry o

o _-royoanc‘tPOlModes’coViﬁa,a’nd'd i
than an hour f1ref1ght- -7 . “Personnel of Candoni Philip
h pened affer residen '-reported the presence - Policewerewaylaidby the NPAsata
-of eaghtarmedmenm Barangaylba, whowerere-. .~ p.m. while'on their way back to t
porte&lyiaymgahomemadebombalongtheroad T dfer responding to acall for hel
.Wheretherezs anongomgroad—co nngprOJect_ o __mg 1nvest1gat10n in a hackmg 1
' ... area, Tiongson said.
"7 “Based on the mvestlgatzon, th
o :tles—POS Joe Harry' Peralta and

ope o s*offlcer of the
Battahon (IB)

-Tagros éald theybeheved the gu Tt

H casualhes, as eVJdenced b

. : happened after re31dents reporte
ing. the operatlons'of the solchers ‘againstthe . of armedmeninthearea. -

rebels also: clashed with a group: of the_guenl— . The mxhtary operation was p
' i i 'ports from concemecla’mzens 768

_also 'zn the barangay
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'PILAR,;Bagn Czty The_

'-graduat{on Hes of ]

o year, its sizength wenit down to 65,

tumed:back
: o take thé--grade and

;;:had tojoin anunderclass.  Eustacio Oroba‘and Ricardo Papa. .
.~ Balide did not’ say 1f some cadets In°1937, 13 cadéts graduated. The® Class of 1944 graduated in 1979. They
weré dismissed. following year, 27 graduated. Classes numbered 83 cadets and war veterans,

_.non rate was for Violating: regula-

- tions like the hénor system and the

_:_honor code,” he'said.

All ¢adets ate bound By t‘ne_honor_
ch 15 best_expressed by

_-j_.'system whi

nor tolerate 'among s
:.those Who éo

“Previous: classes .have had then"'-f
‘Aumbérs ciit down by almost. haif _f';

3'_ tike the Gabay Laya, Balido said.

- For instarice, PMA “SinagLahi” CIass ;"I:
“of 2015 started with 228 cadefs in’
..'_'._2013 bur on}v 172.0f rhem_mduated’

-Balido said half of the class were'
‘no- loriger graduatmg in March due
‘to bad gradeés or for violating regu:-
-ations. Somecadets may have'been. . .
areference to those |

and: Were ngen mﬂztary commissiors.
The PMA class in 1936 started

: w1th 10 caders birt only eight gradu:.
ared: Liis Franco; Dominader Gareig;

- Ramon Laconico, Aquiling Manapul, :-:ﬁ ;
Romuilo Mazmquez ‘Dionisio’ Ggeda

:“The normal- reason for the attri: © from 1936't61938 were the fansi:
- tion classes when the Philippine Con-;
‘stabulary Academy became the PMA;
- which offered a new curticulum. ~

Accordsng 10 the Scribe, the acade- -
my yearbook, 56 of 76 cadets gradu-’
-ated i1 1941, the start of World War IL.
* Members of what would become PMA
" Class of 1943 Were commissioned as’
third lientenants despite the fact thar "~
- were: originally appointed.

; theywere ori their second dass year,
. The government- graduated PMA
_Classes 1942 and 1943 so their -

~members could : serve in the war,

'PMACIasses of 1944 and 1945 “were 5

A ry Academy.alumni take selfies »
“honor gu rds durmgthe academy s alumm homecommg on Saturday

dxsbanded " according to the Scribe. -

JThe - graduates of PMA Class of
1942 qnumbered 71, out of the origi-

‘11al 110 cadets, while 60 of the orig-
inal 96:cadets of PMAClass of 1943
‘graduated formallyin 1961, = ¢ -
. After the war, what constititted PMA

PMA Class of 1945 gradudated earlier,

same ‘attrition rate that PMA still

1952 .graduated on" March 10,
1952; out of the 67 cadets Who

- inFebruary 1950, and they numbered '
: 76 of the'original 92 cadets. g
. Post-war PMA classes show &e_'

‘deals with today, based om the -
‘Scribe’s records. :
Only 36 cadets of PMA Class of.

PMA :Class of 1957 had 105 ap-. '

pomted cadets for the first time but
only 72" of them graduated o

ADril 16. 1957

72} i y ~ ¥
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The charges cov-
ered the cases of
[ 35°glain SAF men
“whobelonged to the
- 55th SAF company
attacked by MILF
~and BIFF fighters

; groups in-the corn-
L fields of Barangay
- Fukanalipao, .-

S OF e 90 fespons
“dents; ‘only four
- submitted counter-
~affidavits denying
*thi-charges! alleged
. _ SMILE #eld conir
odin the - we will relea L “manider Pendatun

: Aléxander Suarez,
easmg the resolution

pecial Action : after review”, he sai vester ay. - Ltk Malkakua, who
- Foree (SAF) commandos diiring Acting Justice Secretary Erm- - “claimed tobe a farm-
- the Mamasapano rdashlastyear: manuel Caparas earlier said - - er; Mustapha Tatak,

“'a barangay chair-
‘man in- Sapakan;
-and civilians Laki-
" man Dawaliig ‘and”
Khalim Keda, who

Prosecutor General C}am : "the remlu’aon on the cnmplex‘

crime of direct as-
ault _w1t

I murder_;_-_ S

. Bureau of Investi-

snand prlvate armed —_—

* gation (NBI) filed -
~.against-the mem-
wbers of the:MILF,

wers accused of be-

ing field cornmand-
ers of the MILE

BIFF and-privite
armed groups over .
“ithe killing of the
SAF would bere-

. 'appealéd

' derstanding on
“-why the DOJ has.
© not resolved, the -
“ chargesa year after -
- theincident;saying

he panel needed to
carefully study the
Cevidence-collected
cinthe course of the
_ preliminiary investi-
- gationto ensurean
- airtight case against
- the'respondents:’ .
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No tocandlda‘tes favormg

boanguenos Were. cautmned yes-

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Zam-'

‘terday by City Mavor Maria Isabelle .
Climaco not to support national can-

_-didates favoring: the__Moro ‘National
" Liberation Front (MNLF) whom she
blamed for the attack in this’ c1ty in
September 3013 and displaced over
160,000 people. .

“Thosé who favor Mlsuam must

no’c be voted,” Chmaco sald after re-
ceiving . reports that some aspirants
for national posmens in the May
g elections has issued statement
favorable to . the MNLF founémg
chmrman Nur ‘Misuari. | :

" The chief executive remmded the _
:Zamboanguenos ‘about the MNLF :
_“siegein this city that resulted in the -
deaths of innocent civilians, including -

children, police and military officers,
and the thousands of internally dis-

place persons.
. “Even up to now, we are very

‘sensitive on matters that affect the

security of the city. Never again can

.we allow any atrocities like that by

the MNLF, and we hold the MNLF
{eadership accountable for the losses

and destructions we suffered during
‘the siege,” Climaco said during her

Weekly press briefing in City Hall, the
mayor here said.
. She bhelieves that the MNLF

S

members, who came to Zamboanga
to stage the attack, were duped by
Misuari... . -

_ “They fought the battle for Mi-
suari and now they are the ones

?}angmshmg in jail, while e (Misuari) .
'is enjoying freedom at the cost of the

hves of innocent civilians,” she said.

_The city government has charged
Misuam and more than 200 of his fol-
lowers with, rebellion and violations

of the Internatmnal Humamtar:an o

Law in connection with the 2013 Zam-
boanga siege.

_ The case is still pending at the
Pasig Regional Trial Court, while the
accused MNLF members are ioeked
up in Tagulg jail

Climaco further caﬂed on the
Zamboanguenos “not to forget the
sufferings of the Filipino soldiers and
policemen, who risked their lives in
defense of Zamboanga and liberated
us from the MNLF attackers.”
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Mah}c who sustamed wounds%:
" during the ﬁghtmg, died several
7 months later due to complications
: from dlabetes Hewas the top com-.

bhe grouplea‘rnedh _
___nephew e et
" “No ‘ransom was pa1d "because
he was a relative of an MNLF com-
mander. He was not different from
them,” Arrojado said.
i He added the. release was also

" ReneAwsta

'ArmjddesaJdMasdalwasreleased :
- atarounid 11 a v on Sunday in Bal
_ rangay Latih, Patikul ore of the ar-
- eas where the drea&ed ‘Ajang-sjang
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“Final fareweﬂ

MORE ‘I’HAN 60 Years ago, on Apni 1, 1952 7? young men. :

" aged 17 to 21, arrived at Fort General ‘Gregorio del Pilar, .
“Hotrie of the: thhppme Mll:tary Académy. The natiots finest

) zmhtary institirtion, which traces its ongms all the way back - v
TUtothe 1898 revoiutxon against Spain, is located on the out> ¢

- skirts of Baguio- Czry At that timie'th
one: bmldmg affairin a 51te Whe D
would rush Hin to &
spenda conszéerame
- amount of time! To°
" this” day, for some
- Teason: never fuIl
hew

- explained,”

- cadets’ entenng the™
" PMA ‘would always Ramon.
- ‘be recéived ‘on April _] Fﬂi’ Oldﬂ -

" Fool's Dayeachyear. " :
S Fouryears iater, onAprﬂ 4 1956 51 sumvors ofthe PMA
: ;obstacle course, forming the Class of 1956, were commis: . -
~sioned as second leutenants in”the’ Armed Forces of the -
" Philippines. They ended up in the fouir major services of the
" APP-Army, Air Force, Constabulary and Navy.
_“stabuilary has since. been separated fromi the
iatter mth only three branches of sémce )
. 'I“ﬂe po]mcai anci ecouorruc ehres of the country have al- -
. 'ways shown little enthusiasm, aliost bordering 6n disdain, .~
for the military as‘a career for their children: As such; the
great majority of young men joining the PMA~—and thxs is
~trie for the Class of 1956+~~come from the middle-class. .

‘Many are products of provincial high schools, with'a few' =
_coming from Metro Manila educational facilities: Al were ..~
- chosen: by ‘merit rather than ‘connections; using as basig,:~

- competitive exams held nationwide. Many wouldicite:the
- free education supported Py the’ Fﬁ_tpmo taxpayer as the S

- mam reason for joining the academy. -
;: The'tomimander in ehitef inour: eaﬂy years was P;resuient :

Eipldlo Quzrmo an I{Iocano from focos Sur. In 1952 ‘his ad-- G

P

Capd electoral friud (it was said that even the birds and bees e

- joinéd the voting process) the samie issues that contiriue to

* plague thenation today. Historywouid bekind to- Qu:rmo as o '

i he was recently rémembered as one of our best. i

- .'In November 1953, another llocano, the hugely popularf L
- and beloved Ramon Magsaysay, took over as commanderin .-
chief. For the members of Class 19564t really didn’t mean - o

- much as far as our daily lives were concerned: We remained . -

e place was a_de_solate Y

. When we graduated in 1956, the guest of honor and com-

“'mencement speaker wds Speaker Jose B. Laurel Jr Today, at

- least sirice the martial law vears, the guest of honor at PMA

. graduation rites has always been the commander in

“chief. This prac,nce appears tcs have been mstmmonahzed

. ovértheyears. ©

caco Ona number of occasions, 1 have brought up the idea of

chooswg a8 guest of honor in graduation ceremonies other
- military professmn ‘The president of the republic is alwaysa .

1 good choice; . partictlarly since he attracts a lot of attentdon

: and adds’ presttge 10 the occasion. But the continued practice
vofa) premdent in attenidance contributes to a political aono-

.t “sphere that may not be in the best interests of the military or-

-ganization. The graduating cadets and the military ‘as a

-+ 'whole, could benefit from a leader of society with other
. viewpoints that reflect different perspectives.

- i A few years ago, the US Naval Academy in Annapolis had as
" it graduation speaker Sen. John McCain, one of its own grad-

~ Qates. This was before he 1an for president. McCain finished

i fifth'from the béttom of his class, spent five horrible yearsin a
- Vietnamese prisoner-of-war camp known as the Hanoi Hilton,
~and came out a war hero. He lost in the presidential contest
o 'agamst Barack Obama, but continues to be an influential
. force in American society. We welcome presidents, but we
ey .should also call.on heroes to inspire our cadets. ... ..

L army known as the Huks, short for Hukbong Bayan Laban sa -
Hapon. With a-large mass base and a substantial armed
"component, it represented a formidable threat against the

- govetnment. Because of this serious issue, President

" Magsaysay decreed that all new graduates be sent to the

- field, where they served as platoon leaders in battalion com-

. bat tearms. In all these units, members of Class 1956 served
. w1th distinetion.

- In defeating the Huks, and act:mg as guardians of electoral

e poﬂs ‘the Atmed Forces won a teputtation for professionalism

. and integrity Magsaysay would also draw from the ranks of

- the military, -utilizing them for purely civilian functions. It

.. was the first time political involvement crept into the lives of

. soldiers who were basically imbued with an apolitical senge

- of professionalism, The martial law years would exacerbate
the situation, when. soldlers were called out fom their bar-
radcs and thirigs would never be the same dgain.

~‘Diiring the Edsa Revolution, the class found itself deeply
divided, with some éonﬂnuii}g to serve AFP chief of staff

Geén. Fabian Ver, while others joined the rebel group of Minis-

ter Enrile and Gereral Ramos. But the bonds of friendship

and camaraderie nurtured over the years helped set aside

:the issues that for a brief moment kept them apart.

ot

_focused on getting through the heavy. acaciexmc workioad SR

- and keepmg physically fit for the future.”

7 Afew thoughts: In four years at the PMA We never saw
 Presidents Quirino or Magsaysay on the fiélds of Fortdel Pic
lar, It seemed as thoughthe a¢ademy was a world apart from
~“politics and politicians. Fot one thing, there was never any -

< doubt about the principle of civilian supremacy over thé mil- -
itary. The idea of taking up afms against the government  :

‘. never entered oitr minds-as polmcal discugsions seldom in- -

_ - truded into our sheltered ‘existence. In'its putest form; we
‘were a-truly apolitical seginent of the military organization. -
Perhaps that is how things should have remained.
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. Last Saturday, on the parade grounds of Fort del Pilaz, tne
.. 500-strong corps of cadets paid a final salute and fareweli to
- the academy’s diamond jubilarians. They honored them: -
" with'a parade ‘and review to fnark 60 years-of a kife spent
- miostly in-the service of the nation. In their.active years, the
,.-class produced 29 generals and flag officers, a record among
- previotis academy classes. After Tetirernent, some contintied
*to serve m ‘government as Cabinet members, ambassadors,
. membets ‘of Congress, and heads of government agencies '
“~and corporations, Perhaps the most productive of the group, -
' Filoteo Arevalo, sired fivé sons, all of whom graduated from -
~the PMA and in the tradition of a proud father, remain in the-
~service of the country. U
1" Ag of December 2015, 25 of the original 51 members of
" Class 1956 have answered God'scall, . : ‘
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" EXACTIY 30 years ago, on Feb, 22, 1986, Jaime

. Cardirial Sin made his fateful call over Radio Veri-

- tag for Filipinos to take tothe streets, Then De-

fense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and Lt Gen. Fi-

. del Ramos, speaking of conscience and justice,

" announced their rebellion. Many ‘feated  they

© would die at Edsa as President Ferdimand Marcos
 broadcast his boast of wipirig out the rebels. -

- human wall ‘miassed from Ortigas: Avenue ‘1o

Cubao; attack helicopters dramatically defecting”
instead of firing, and triumphant protesters hold-
*ing up ‘the INQUIRER’s immortal Feb. 25, 1986

‘issue; headlined, “It’s ‘all-over; Marcos flees!”
YouTube even archives the moving music video of

“Handog ng Pilipino sa Mundo,” whose lyrics are-

etched onto the Edsa Shrine’s wall.

. But the Edsa Revolution has not seeped into 86+ -
. dety’s consciousness. When did we last discuss -
" Eaga and free speech together, outside martial -

law's context? - -

'+.. 'No one deno :
cént staterment that gays are worse than animals
- [“mas masahol pa sea hayop”) as déhumanization

that betrays Edsa. No-one contrasted a bishop’s -

defense of this with Sin’s great fnoral authority in
11986, even as talk show host Boy Abunda cited

" Pope ‘Francis own words against Pacquiao. No
onie argued that a petition to ban the broadcast of

- ‘Pacquiao’s next fight smacks of martial law cef _
i ing “governance; which suspiciously parallel those of
- -rmattial law, Temain: Isitnot fair for the youth to
éxplore what Fdsa means in 2016, beyond 19867 -
- The political stakes of Edsa’s meaning have
‘never been higher. Ferdinand “Bongbong” Mar-
“cos Jr. is a Jeaditig candidate for vice president.
Presidential “candidate Rodrigo Duterte pro--

" net stuffed in his mouth by security. No onie cites claimed in Tlocos Norte that he would allow Mar-

“sorship, arid goes beyond using one’s own free
“speechifo eondemn.
:-” Edsais not'a gatige to critique incimbent Pres-

. ident Aquino, son of Edsa heroes former senator

" Benigno “Ninoy” Aquine Jr. and former president

- Corazon ‘Aquine, No oné; cited Hdsa whena

teenager who heckled Noynoy had his cloth ban-:

- Rdsa to lament the continuing failure to pass the

_freedom. of information bill. No one cited Edsa .

- when our Supreme Court voided Noynoy’s first

execiitive order to investigate corruption in the -

preceding administration. o T
" When 4 religious group massed ‘4t ‘Edsa last

°- -Any Filipino may now google scenes of people- Oscar Franklin Tan
. pushing against armored personnel earriers, the . oo oo o e _ N _
Aver “August to’ protest potential . crirhirial - charges

ed Rep. Manniy Pacquiad’s re-

against its leaders, Filipinos decried the maffic

' caused, ot a profane appropriation of hallowed

ground. Nor do Filipinos cheer recent peaceful

-protests elsewhere, such as Hong Kong’s Umbreila
-Revolution, Kuala Lumpur’s Bersih 4 rallies, or the

“Hunger ' Gaies”
Bangkok.: 5

salute flashed at generals in
If Edsa has been 50 gléMgly abisent from our

‘national discourse,-is it fair to harangue owr

youthovepit? s

o When'T'ask patriotic students and recent grad--

yates about Edsa, many ariswer. they do not typi-
cally discuss politics. This in itself is a pregnant
angwer. It implies they see Edsa as but one
épisode in an unchanging cycle, not an idea so sa-
cred that it transeends ordinary polifics.

We keep emphasizing that the youth never saw
Edsa-~betause they were not even born in
1986—but overlook how they ask, with the bene-
fit of temporal distance, why so many failures of

cos burialin the Libinganng mga Bayani.
The Inousmir ran the provecative story “Youth, loy-
alists enable Matcos to tie Escudero” Jast Feb. 16. The
youth perception of Bongbong is more complex and
intelligent than a stereotype of a gullible, sheltered

‘generation willing to embrace tales of a supposedly
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tore disciplined martial Jaw Philippines. " S
- Individualistic millennials demand to judge
Bongbong on his.own_ merits, not his father’s.
Thus, many would hold him aecountable less for
abuses before 1986, but more for whether he dis-

believes, condories or repudiates these today, The -
youth are not necessarily ignorant of the long list -
of martial ‘law victims, but focus on-the fsolid -
north’s”. current economic state and Bonghong’s.

“ideas on the Bangsamoto BasicLaw.- = ™ -
~This is ‘fair‘play.in"the youth’s eyes. It follows
from how they would likewse judge Noynoy solely -
by hismerits; not his parents’. We shotld not besuf- -
-prised after séeing American millennials warmth to
“Sen; Berrii¢ Sanders’ socialist ideas just a. genera:
tion after the Cold War and female miliennials’ not -
“necassarily voting for Hillary Clinton solely because :
‘¢hé could be their first ferale president.” - '
* Those 'who lament the youth’s lack of an-emo-
tional dé to Edsa should ask why they inject
memes of Gen. Antonio Luna, 1ot Ninoy, into Face-
book debates. Why does the movie “Henerallama”
mspire today, like’ Washington DC's Holocaust
Memorial Museunt and Amsterdany’s Anne Frank
house, -even though it tells a story from a century
ago? Does “Heneral Luna” speak of azn almost for-
“gotten: tragic:deathysor sidealism yersus political....
machination that framies the challenges of today? -
. By the 2022 elections, Filipinos younger than".
43 'will have no direct memory of Edsa; This year
‘rnarks the last opportunity for those who stood at -
Edsa toinflitence jts futare meaning. -

‘. Onehopes that instead of giving sermons, they
“fespect youth perspectives: as legitimate. One
hopes ‘they guide the search for tOmOIToW's
greater meaning, beyond the necessary inventory
cof yesterday'ssins. o oo o o :
“2. One -hopes: they respect” today’s youth as

" worthy inheritors of Edsa’s great legacy, who le-
gitimately need to define this legacy on their owm -

“terrns, and so charge them with the duty to return
toEdsa at demo_craqz’s*darkest hour.
- . R . * & .

‘Redct oscarfranklintan@ydhoo.com.ph, Twitter
@oscarfbrar; facebook.comm/! OscarFranklinTan .
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were exposed these——-m our schoois m the
government, inthe media—-aswe glewip. . . -
Ve hive been’ surrounded by ideas; expen«- :
nices, and values that seein to'erase the mems
“ory.of Edsa; Oiir generation ‘and those born-
_after us have pop stars, boxing champs and’
“comic book heroes to look up to. We can’t find
s people who can inspire us to become responsi- -
es.'ble and involved citizens. We dom’t know
5 wheteto go to rerind ourselves about martial
1aw;:and our schools tagght us very. Iittle about .
_democracy and social justice. We can google -
‘the stuff, but we'd likely end up checking out
“what otr virtual friends are up to,
7 There is a'“shared experience” » three, four or' .
Yt ﬁve decadesago thatour generation recenred ine
i trickles. But mare obvious is the seeming -
{gnorance—intentional or otherwise—of those -
_ahead of us about the nightmare of martial law, -
hat it feels like to Tose aloved one for. cr1t1c1z~"
g an arrogant dictator, his. fiamboyant wife
_ i, and the possibility of 2
suppress peaple’s freed
owever, that a few o
~after 1986 are continuing the- striigglefor abet-
ter society. But the cynic in e hates to admit.
3t olrs is an'ignorant generation. We are not.
orried sick of what is happening around. us,
" and 1 apologize for disappointing those who
oughthard go thatwe would grow up ina freét.
_country But that isthe harsh truthwe now face;
1ot only. because the youngare disimter :
_apathetic, but. also because -some ‘of our'_
.parents and our parents” parents are still‘as
 poor asbefore. Others simply decided to forget.

'd ‘have only madeé her trem
_s horme, My father, on the: ‘other.
~har preoccupied with work so that

i uldp_ vide for the needs of hiswife and the

robably more 1ucratw '
ing:‘Besides, the Jand the hers '

G longs t6 the rich families (and will be handl d-
he heirs probably. out’age), and there:
gmuch to catch fron lluted or

0D
served in the government. bmzerﬂy took advan-

: 1z i €8
:~onthe beach or fly semewhere 1o seck adven- . tage ‘of ‘their access to ‘publi¢ coffers to -amass
. ture. I am amotig the few who havent gwen a. wealth forthemselves and their families. .~~~
' '-thought to raising a family. - . Flurnari rights, for many of us, are passé, if not. Gerald M. Nicolas is a praject officer of the John

us who were fort;mate to vague, and démocracy as we: imow and practlce ' J CarrolI Institute on Church and Social Issues.:
¢16.b : : it grants tis too miich freedom. Discipline is sore- . . .
Iy lacking, the oldér ones ‘Jament; and the only -
Way impose it is through coercion—arepeat of
what was done more than 40 years ago. And for
Iﬁ“m}c;wng on” heans: ii'gsrge'cl:u'%i thebpast, no; _
-only a itter relationship but also the abuses and - :
the damage ‘wrotight by an abusive regime.Our . g;ggcﬁole fvi _Q_glgf}s is on-
enerauon dld rot make these up, though we'

. puter programmers i SOme compaity, endedp
- looking: for: another Joanevar mind if totally
" unrefated to what we ‘studied:after our coi
___-;--_uacts'.'expxre “The kinds ‘of jobs available dor

giveuscareers. We &onottbmk]abnrumons AT

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emai} add: cacpa.army201 2@gmail.com ~ Tel no. {02) 645-255 &local: B2ES. ‘2“5

Army Core Purpose. Seivin % the people Secunngthe land
/”




R N - MO PR SR E TR AT SNSRI MO NS
{023 45-8555 Local: £285. 5285

OEFICE OF THE ARMY CHI-‘:F PUBLIC AFFASRS Email add: oacpa. erm;"[‘izugman som - Te no.

7T Eebruary 2016

The Chma delusmn

NEW YORKwChma s" management of dts
" @xcharige-rate peg continues to rattle global fi:
nancial markets. Ongomg uneertainty about resi--
“minbi devaluation is fueling fears that deflation-
" ary forces will sweep through-emerging markets
. and deliver a body biow to developed economies, .
‘where u;ter}est ratzs are atfor Tear zero (and thug-_-_: - L Pt
- cannot be lowered: o defend against imported . g gy o
. deflation), Flscal ‘gridlock in both Eurdpe: and the _ .RObJ Oh ns on .
' _Umted States is hexghtemng thes angst... i
7But the current bout of excharige- rate anme;:y. .'_"profound Moreover, they il feed back on the
18 reaﬁy just a symptom of the fact that*China’s’ Chinese export sector, thus dampening the stimu-
* transition from an export-led growth strategy to Iatwe impact ofa weakened currency.
- one propelled by domestic’ consumptzon is pro- . Thekeyto stabilizing the exchange rate lies in
* ceeding farless smooﬂﬂy thanhoped.:: : creatmg atredible development policy. Only then
~~.For sone people, visions of the Wonders of cap- - will the pressure on the renminbi, and on China’s
1ta.h5m with Chinese chracteristics remain undi-  foreign-exchange reserves, subside, because in-
. minished. They are certain that; after miore than * vestors both within and outside the country will
three: decades of state-d1rected growth; China’s see a cledr way forward.
_leaders kaow what to do to t"urn thelr slumpmg .. Establishing policy’ credl'bxhty witl require di-
economy around.. ; o rmmshmg the muddled microeconomic incentives
.+ The optimists” unreairw i nvaled%y{hat of & sup— “#of staté controland guarantees. T will also require
ply-siders; whoweiild applyshock. therapy to'China’s - reinvigorating dggregate demand by targeting fis-
__slumping state sector and ishmediately integrate the . cal policy to support the emerging economic sec-
" coumntry’s underdeveldped éapital markets” 2fors that will underpin the riew growth miodel.
“day’s turbulent global ﬁnanc:al system Thatisapro- ~  But, as usual with Chinia, such a strategy is nddled
foundly dangérous presctiption. The' power-6f the | with contradictions. For example Teducing the size of
-~ markett6 transform China will not be unléashed ina  the state-enterptise sector is necessary, yet would be
stagnant economy, where such measures would ag- . certain to depress aggregate demand at a time when
gravate deflationary forces and producea calamity - demand is already soft. Likewise, cutting fiscal sup-
.+ The persistent downward ;pressure 'on the ren- - port (via governinent-directed bank lending} to zom-
“ninbi reflects a growing fear that Chinese policy-. bie firms would free up fiscal capacity and enabile re-
" makers have no-coherent soliztion to the dilemmas - sources to be redirected to new sectors that facilitate
~they face. Floating: the rerjrinbi, for example; is a. services and wban employment; but this would ex-
- ~dangerots option. After all; Wwith the Chilnese econo=- acerbate——at least at first—today’s:demand shortfall...
S my undergomgwholesaie economic iransformation, Slashing the state sector abruptly and expect~ '
- estimating a long-term’ equilibrium exchange rate. inig to achieve transformation through austrity is
* that will anichor speculation i virtually impossible, - ot the way forward. Economic historians, no:
- particularly given persistent doubts aboutdata qual- ~ tably Michael A. Bernstein in his study of the
“ity, disclosure and opaque policytnaking processes.. - Great Depression in the United States, have con-
" Butifthe current exchangeirate peg toa basket _ vincingly shown that an econony in transition re-
. of curreticies fails to anchor the renminbi and - guires strong aggregate demand to pull resources
prévent” sharp  depréciatich; the-deflationary - into new sectors. If both the old and new sectors
consequences for the world . economy wiil be . of an economy are in a stump, capital formation
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will spuiter; investment in upgrading hurnan cap--
ital-will decline; and striictural ‘adjustment wiil "
stall, Robust aggregate demsand is aiways essen-.

t1a1 o successful ransformation: i+ :

{An equally large obstacle to China's economic -
trans1t10n--the probiem that almost dare’ not
speak -its  name—is - the widespread worship of -
-China’s hybrid market: economy, Simply. put, to- -,
day’s muddled_ market incentives impede trans-

: g state-owned entérprises, -

o nbearly 2012, When the ‘Chinese - leadetship'
moved ‘toward stronger private ownership, stocksin
-the private-sector subindex outperforined the stare-.
owned sector ‘subindex‘on both the Shanghai and -
‘Hong Rotig stock exchanges. Buf since the spring of -
2014, this trend has reversed, and :the state-owned
sector subindex hag cutperformed the piivate-sector
“subindex. As the Chinése econoriy slows and default
‘risk grows, the value of state guarantees rises, direct-
mg ‘capital away from private-sector growth. '

- “This hybrid system clearly impedes credit alloca~"

tiont from catalyzing -development;: whilecreating
and sustaining Vested ‘interests opposed to reform. -
This hélding pattermiis particulatly harmful because
profound transformation will surely depend on fi-
" nancing. “from olind” sovereign bond “market,”
“which cannot function properly until uncertainty re-
Jated 1o the government’s contingent Habflities—all -
those implicit guarantees—has been resolved.

China has it within its power to stabilize i ts ex-
change rate via'credible reforms, particilarly poli-
‘cies that redirect resources to invigorate domestic .
~demand and pull ‘resoutcss toward the newer
high-vralué sectors. The reforms China needs can-

- ot be accomplished in'a slump, or by a large ex-
change -rate depreciation that deflates the world in -

‘& vain effart t6 it back the clock to an-eraof ex- -
_port-led growth that stagnant demand in the West
hasrendered nonwable ek Pro;ect Syndwate

Rob Johnson 13 preszdent af the Insntute for New -
| Ecoriomic Thinking and a senior fellow and diréctor
"of the Global Finance Project for the Franklm and
EleanorRooseveIt Instltute
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- Kidnap -

suspect slam :
in rescue op

By NON ALQUI?RAN -

A suspected krdnapper Wa§ '
kﬁled while three others iere =
arrested during the rescue
of & businessman’s son and
his’ nanny in MaraW“l Czty on -

Friday. *. :
Two pohce offzcers were
wounded in the incident that

left fun Naser Barag of Madu- |

lum, Lando del Sur dead.
‘Arrested were Michelle
Awtin Mercedes, Mante Sul-
tan Macaantal and Deleon
Gumagadong. .

Senior Supermtendent Ger—' '

vacio Balmaceda, spokesman

for the Police Regional Office -

10, said the raiding team re-
covered the P500,000 ransomy;
| a Tamaraw FX, a pistol, a

hand grenade and four mobile -

phones from the suspects.
Balmaceda said the bo;
| and his nanny were seized in

Barangay Bugo, Cagayan de -

'Oro on Feb. 12.

~ Aninformant led mem-
bers of the ‘Cagayan de Oro
1 arid Lanao del Sur police,
‘regional’ mteﬁzgence unit and
& anh—kldnappmg group to the
suspects’ hldeout in ]3::\1'&1!1?551;37
3 Matampay ¥

Ashootout erupted ‘oetween
the lawmen and the suspects,
wounding Senior Inspector
Ramsis- Cartagena and Police
Officer 3 Jermy Rivera. -

was freed at around 11 a.m.

Abus free student:
InSulii, Abu Sayy afbandits
released on Saturday a studerd
they mistook for the son of a

wealthy family. =
Omar Carlo Masdal 20‘3,

| Pront (MNLF), accordmg to
‘Joint Task Group Sulu chief
| Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado. .

Police said Masdal; repor‘c— )
edly a nephew of the
MNLF leader Habier Mahk
was seized on Feb. 14 in Ba-

‘rangay Buahza, Indanan by

“Abdel dé'la'Cruz, said to'be a
member of the Abu Sayyaf’
A]ang-a]ang

-...Masdal reunzted w1th his

” }amﬂy after a weekin captivity.

- W1th Roei Parefio

Page:

-
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FAIRLY educated person
-with:a little common sense
=ean-conclude that -China’s
olossal reclamation in the

- contested area in 'the South China

Sea is aimed at militarizing Asia’s
maritime heartland.

... Why would China spend probably
; '.bﬂhons of dollars bringing dozens ofngs,

suction dredges, mechanical excava-

“tors, and probably dynamite to far-flung

iislands to blast the undersea corrals?

... The logistical and financial cost of
such undertakings is enough to bank-
.rupt a small country like us.

o What are the strategic and military

: ..reasons behind such mave? o

L Thedannthatcmnawan’nedtobuﬂd'

'.Weaf;her stations, scientific research,
and other infrastructure to provide

Page: //

" ‘more “public, goodsanci services to the -

- inteérnational connnumty, simply does

- not wagh.

e UNCLOS says that even i islands
are ‘built on top of “features” that lie
-beneath the sea, those islands are not

" entitled o a 200-kilometer exclusive

econormic zone (BEZD).

. China said it will not recognize the

UNCLOS ruling,

U Atter CHina has’ admltted {hat they

_have surface-{o-air (SAM) missiles on

‘Woody Island in-the Paracels, what -

-would prevent them from installing the
-same ‘SAMs in the reclaimed lands in
the Spratlys?

. Someone said that when missiles
are put on Mischief Reef, the missiles
cannot be destroyed, because fhat

~would endanger the Filipinos in Pala-
- ‘wan, which is nearer- to stchlef Reef

than China. -

- Wewﬂl be China’s human sﬁieids,
"protecting its missiles against those

“developmentandtofeed our peopleand
‘not tobuy arms.

who can take it out. And China can use

those missiles to control navigation in
the South China Sea.

To engage in a costly militarization
1o confront the giant o the north would
be foolish.

This is simply a “gurn-and-butter”
issue. We needed the money to promote

. Former President Fidel V Ramos

‘said the Philippines should always side
- with peace and not with war.

“We are one world, one commumnify,
one family. And we in the Philippines are
for that,” Ramos said.

. He said out policy towards China
and the UUS should be such that they will

 take care of our advantage as beingin -
‘between the two superpowers.

|
i
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L 0 st_peace and
ord er --con_ltlon

. former pnest became the NI)F head
" sothe whole “new”3 msurgency group is-
nowlmown as the CPP-NPA-NDFE. .-
i ¢ During the Martial Law period‘al-
3 'most allof the principal Maoist Comniu-
st leaders were captured and 1mpris-
oned. However after the revolutionary

<ordinator of the Students Magsay-

- say for President Movement (SMPM). -

Ramon” Magsaysay ‘was Presgident

Elpidio Quirino’s secretary of national .

defense. As such secrefary he was quite
suceessful in defeating the Hukbala-
hap - Hukbong Magpalaya sa Bayan
.. Laban sa Hapori, The Huks were the

 then prevailing communist msurgents:

~ who controlled mary areas of Luzon.

" Magsaysay was lateér prevailed upon-

tojoin the Naéioné_ilisté Party (NP} by
Senators Jose Laurel and Claro Recto,
tobecome the NP official candidate for
' president againstPresident Quirine

(LP). Magsaysay defeated "Quirino

- with an ‘overwhelming majority vote.

' Durxng Magsaysay-’s hort term of of-

- fice, the Huks
rebel force:.

--Years Iater 2 new cemmumst Mao— '

: 1st zdeologf was founded inside an

* hacienda in Tarlac. Jose Ma: Sison, a:
| UPproféssor, became the leader of the |
Communist Party of the’ Philippmes .

_(CPP). Since Sison did not have an army

' to start'the revolution, a former Huk -
was appointed asthe commander of the

New People’s Army (NPA), His nom de
guerrewas Commander Dante. Hisreal
. name was Bernabe Buseayrio. He was
. also a former- driver of a famous lady

whois aiready deceased. The secretary

‘gerieral of the CPP-NPA was ‘a former
Kabataang Makabayan leader who is

- now a bishop of a Christian sect. Later

~thig’ group Was ‘expanded o include -
other groups named for maximim -

propaganda-effedt 48 the National

Democratic Front (NDP). Jalandoni,a

SUE

=AM fo_rtunate in the sense that_ :
when I wag'a young man; 1 WEE :.:
appointed as Central Visayas co-

"“Hi MATIRE'E E«E.ﬁi.ﬁ?mh& ?ﬂ”ﬁﬂﬁ?&m

government was installed, post-EDSA
revolution = alt‘of the captured-com-
munistswerereleased. The reason they

were réleased by those in power, we'
“wiere told, was thatit was “a confidence-

buﬂdmg action.” What Was Jeft unsaid

céndldacy of thé premdentxéi candldate

of the oppesition party against Presi-

dent Ferdinand E. Marcos. Thus the’

- CPP-NPA-NDF was again resurrected

in parts of Bicol, Cagayan Valley, Samar;
and mostly in Northeastern Mindanao

. because of the amnesty. . -
. Difing the Martial Law regime,

the insurgency in the Muslim Min-

* ‘danag area subsided because of the
“Tyipoli Agreemernt - plus the ‘creation

of thé Autchomous Region in Muslim

‘Mindanao (ARMM). In the original
Autonomous Region, there were in .

effect'two seats of government To my

. recoliection, one was'in’ Cotabato City
- for the Central Mindahae area; Another

ARNMM government center was in Zam-

‘boanga ‘City for Western Mindanao,

Basilan, TawiTawi, and Sultt. The areas

had their own elected represéntatives

and governors. Relative peace and
order began to prevail in the ARMM.
However, when a new insurgent group

_‘calling themselves Moro Islamic Lib-
eration Front (MILF) geceded from the

ongmal Moro National Liberation Front
(MNLF), a new seriés of firefights be-

“tween the MILF and AFP erupted The
" MILF established several camps in the
" jnteriorareas of the ARMM. Their main

headquiarters was Camp {&bubakar .

- ‘When Joseph Kstrada became pres-
ident, he tried his best to persuade the
MILF {o give up the armed struggle and
return fo the peace agreement already

‘being implemented with the MNLF.

When all peaceful efforts failed, Presi-
dent Estrada had to resort to the use
of foree. All the MILF camps, including
Camp Abubakar, were captured by the
AFP Our Armed Forces had to pay the
price in the blood of our heroic soldiers.
The MILF leaders fled to Malaysia, the
country that has been instigating, train-

Again, when GM Arroyo became
président, she returned all the camps
that were captured from the MILF. It
was said again that'this was a “con-
fidence-building measure.” Thus the
rebellion again regained the momen-
tum that it lost. If you were a member
of the AFFE, or just a plain Filipino

citizen, would you be happy with the .
“Kind'of Eeadershlp that otir country has
E or had‘? : -_

U - Fene, g espina@gmail.com .

.ing, and supplying arms to the armed .
Mushm rebels tn Mindanao. . '
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The 22:year-old Oranza clocked:one hous -

.1 knew someone from my fteam will win

_this stage. I'm just not sure 1 will have that
----chance agam ” said Oranza, who_now has four
it i ida i N

1 18:00:25, réépec&vdy
{ . John. Mark Cammgao the ye]low MVP
; .:.--Sports Foundatlon local. Ieader as the’ top oy

£ f_.l 22 -01. 65 desp1te gear problerns.

! ."@:"BUTU \ "C_ITY—Navy—S:andard dommated ;
{ for the second straight day with: Ronald.

" Oranza claiming his second stage victory
and Jan. PauI ‘Morales hanging on to the
: ifi the ‘Mindanao:leg’s: Stage:
1 Two oftheI.BC-Rdndanhpmasyesterday

17 pintites and 59.32 seconds to rule the 3.71- ”
. kilometer Stage Two criterium -after topping -
- the Stage Oneroad race on Saturday, . :

contusmns on-I:ﬁs nght shoulder anci fhlgh but' : '
4 didn sic_;w down. i B

Navy captam Lloyd Lucien Rﬁynante wound

Orénza remamed at No 3 w1th 20 pomts

: -.-'_f;:.up seventh in 1:23:09.58 that. kept h:s gnp at.
- No. 2 overall with 23 points: I
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