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artificial islands in the dis-
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aunmg to boost its morale b ading
propaganda via social networiqng sites
and even sending statement by emaﬂ to
members of media in: Caplz ST
* . Meanwhile, the 3rd ID is urging the
_NPA to. respect the Comprehensive
'Agreement on Respeet for Human
'Rxghts and Internatmnai lﬁlumamtarw
fanLaw i s
This Was atter two cops in Can-
doni, Negros Occidental were killed by
suspected NPA cadres last February
19, When'the patrol car where the two
pohcemen were riding was on its way
back fothe station after responding to
a hackmg’ mcxdent the NPA peppered
it with bullets: -
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Reds claim killing 11 gov’t troops in a week

From the often pro-CPP Davao Today (Feb 23): Reds claim killing 11 gov't troops in a week

Members of the New People’s Army in Compostela Valiey Province (File photo)

The New People’s Army (NPA) said they killed 11 military troops wounded six others after launching five
military actions from -February 16-20 in the north central part of Mindanao.

In anemailed statement, Allan Juanito, spokesperson of the NPA. said their South-Central Bukidrion
Subregional Command (SCB-SRC) killed two Army soldiers after an operation against the 8th Infantry

Battalion in Barangay Can-avan, Malaybalay City at around 2:00 pm on February 6.
On Friday, February 19, another encounter occurred in Sitio Tagiptip, Brgy. iba, Cabanglasan,

Bukidnon between an NPA team and six soidiers under Charlie Company of the 8th |B.

Juanito said three died on the AFFP's side, inciuding an member of the paramilitary Alamara greup. Three were
wounded.

He said, on the same day, an alleged criminal who was evading arrest by a unit of theNPA’s Western Agusan
Norte - Agusan Sur (Wanas) Subreqional command was killedin Brgy. Oromica, Esperanza, Agusan del Sur.

Meanwhile, on February 20, Juanito said five government forces were killed and three were wounded in two

separate operations of the NPAs against the 23rd IB froops in Sitio Calajtan, Bragy. Sangay, Buenavista,

Agusan del Norte. The first operation occurred between a column of 23rd IB soldiers at
around 11:48 noon time, while the second occurred against another column at arcund 3:15 in the afternoon.

hitp://davaptoday com/main/todays-news-to-go/reds-ciaim-killing-11 -govi-troops-in-a-week/
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Army, PNP slam rebels

From the Visayan Daily Star (Feb 24): Army, PNP slam rebels

The Armed Forces of the Philippines and National Police yesterday slammed the New People’s Ariny for
admitting that they were behind the recent ambush of policemen in Candoni. Negros Occidental.

I was pla‘i'nfmq_rdef; that Waﬂbﬁé'w_it_h treachery, and cannot be justified.” Lt ColReV Tiongson, 3rd
Infantry Division spokesman, vesterday said.

Tiongson dismissed claims that the slain and injured policemen were invelved in illegal activities and called
them a mere propaganda, to justify their atrocities.

Chief Supt. Conrado Capa. regional police director of Negros Island Re ion, said he is fuming mad over the

ambush and kKilling of the Candoni policemen, who were just performing their normal and a routine

assistance function,

Capa said the policemen were not even engaged in security opérations against the: New Peopis's Army.
The ambush in Brgy. Caningay, Candoni, ciaimed the lives of two poficemen, and caused injuries to four others,
inchuding twe civilians. They were also stripped of their police uniforms, personal belongings and firearms by the
NPA.

By conducting an-ambush against policemen and also causing injuries to two civilians, what were the NPA
trying to prove. Romeo Baldevarona, chairperson of the Committee on Human Rights in Negros Oceidental,
asked yesterday.

As accusations that the policemen had been linked to illegal activities, Baldevarona said they should have been
given a warning, and not by killing them instantly.

Tiongson said the NPA should realize the futility of their armed struggle, which is against the interest of the people.
“There are civilians who were victims of their treacherous act”, he added.

He maintained that the NPA ambush_ is a blatant violation of the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for
Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, of which the rebei group is a signatory.

Baldevarona said he noted that there is no compliance with CARHRIHL, which he describes as a “most
viclated” agreement,

Municipa! officials and residents of Candoni are holding & prayer vigi! today in the town pobiacion, in connection with
the ambush incident.

Baldevarcna said that as soon as they complete their investigation of the incident, they will recommend financial
assistance to the families of the slain and injured Candoni policemen.

Senior Supt. Witiam Senoron, officer-in-charge of the Negros Occidental Police Provincial Office, said yesterday that
Pacheco and Peralta will be accorded full police honors guring their buriai on Sunday,

B
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Pantukan human rights violation probe begins
From the often pro-CPP Davao Today (Feb 23): Pantukan human rights violation probe begins

28

Héni}ﬁéy Sua:zo, secrefary general of the group Karapatan-SMR (File photo)

At least 500 human rights advocates joined on Tuesday, February 23, a two-day national Fact-finding mission
to probe the incidents of alleged military attacks on farmers and small-scale miners in Pantukan,

Compostela Valley province.
Ha‘n_imav_'Suazc', sp_okesp_erson of Karapatan-Southern Miridanae, said the National Humanitarian and Peace
Mission will bg heid in Barangay Napnapan in Pantukan to trace the link between the series of attacks
against communities of small scaie miners and the involvement of the military’s 46th infantry Battalion and
10th Infantry Division.

The probe comes after the killings of an anti-activist local official and a small-scale miner, while a 14.vear

old boy was wounded. However, the military claimed that the boy is a New People’s Army “child warrior”
whom they have “rescued”.

The victims include Teresita Navacilla, a purok chair and convener of the Save Pantukan Movement who was
shof in her store fast January 27 and died at the hospital on January 30: and Ronel Paas. a small-scale miner
who was shot in the chest in a case of indiscriminate firing by soldiers in their village fast February 9.

The small scale miner was also reporied as an NPA member killed in an encounter,

“We would be iooking intc the links of the entry of a large-scale mining to the deployment of soldiers to the
community,” said Suazo.

http://davamtodav.com/ma%n/%odavs—news—to-f}o!pantukan»human-riqhtsmvioéation—probe-beqins/

|
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has commltted :mhtaxy pers,onnel to:
" ‘secure the project facility and set up -
a temporary patrol base::
= When finished, the road s

“the Toad will be built are_Bangsamoro
and civilian members ofboth the MILF
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I Front (MNLF) .
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. Yesterday at.around 10:45

resulting in'oné soldier woundeq in

action, along Barangay Cadapian, = the BIFF attack
. government Troject in the sald tows ™

Balindong town, Lanao dé] Sur,. o

May. Filemion Tan, spokesman for -

the ‘military's ‘Western Mindango

- Command (Wesmincom) said that -

firefight was sti Ongoing as of press
“tinie yesterday
TN ge having a hard time
getting information because our
trodps are busy operating against the

enemies,” Tafi said,
Tan said that on Monday artillery

and air support were provided to

ground trodps from the 55th infantry
Battalion, 5ist IB and 41st IB
operating against the armed men in
Barangay Poctan, Butig town where
the clashes started Saturday.

The military sent oyt Ov.10

S

19 d forces, sided by, killed duii
_aifanda v support, and the-
ted group n:Butig, Lanao del _

nice sin, : “In Butig but sirces said that it was

uktar. His five local :

- Yesterday at. d5am; ol Noel Detoyato, public afh
elemants of ‘the 2nd __Mechanizeci_ B
-Infaniry Battalion 'were ambished,

_ bodywas recovered asof ye_sterday

“They (corpses) are being rec
by their comrades,” he'said.
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in Barangay Tee, where there is™

ongoing flood-control project, The ires,

is 2 known stronghold of the BIFE
“Barangay Tee is a traditional

cormunity of the BIFF, that js why

they are resisting, Ifth area i madg "

aecessible, they will loge their *

stronghold,” said Detayato. s
“Our troops are continuously_

" bushing the enemies ‘to allow’

completion of the government project*”
thére,” he added, -
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Experiential museum,

air show highlights
of EDSA anniversary

ALEXIS ROMEHd and ﬁON ALQUITHAN

An “experiential” museum
and an air show will be among

the highlights of tomorrow's-

commemoration of the 30th
anniversary of the people
power revolution that toppled

{ the Marcos dictatership.

The military yesterday re-
minded thase who want to
visit the People Power Ex-
pertential Museum af Camp

;Aguinaldo to follow . cam

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC
Army C

rules and to cooperate wit
orgarizets of the tour.

The People Power Experi-
ential Museum that combines
elements of theater, cinema,
photography, performances
and installations will be open
to the public from Feb. 25 1o 26.

The museum was set up to
educate the youth about mar-
tal lavw and the 1986 revolt.
The experiential museum has
nine halis depicting the op-
pression of martial rule, the
struggle of Filipinos to awaken
the nationalisiic spirit of the
masses and the unity of those
whe went to EDSA o call for
demaocracy.

“The provisions of the
Comelec (Commission on Elec-
Hons) gun ban are also in effect.
We have security personne!
at each gate. They just need
to follow directions,” Armed
Forees public affairs chief Col.
Noel Detoyato said.

Detoyato said the first
screening of visitors would be
conducted by the EDSA People
Power Commission, He said
Inuseum visitors may use Gate
5of Camp Aguinaldd on White
Plains Avenue. o

"We will have very limited
parking space because our
parking space here will be
occupied by portions of the
experiential museum. We rec-
ommend that they leave their
cars along White Plaing,” he
added. :

Air show

The Air Force, for its part,
will show off close to 30 air
assets during the celebration.

Adir Force spokesman Col,
Enrico Canaya said the two
newly acquired fead-in fighter
tramer jets would perform a
high-speed opener pass during
the program.

Fitteen SF-260FH aircraft,
three Bell 412 combat ukif-
ity helicopters, three UM.1D
helicopters and three AW-100
elicopters will alse perform
a fiy-by.

The military has not moni-
tored threats that could disrupt
the celebration of the EDSA
Revolution's 30th anniversary.

Cob Vie Tomas, deputy
commander of the Armed

Forces Joint Task Force Na-
‘tioral Capital Region, said
they are working closely with
their police counterparts to
ensure the safety of those who
will join the EDSA rites,

“1 belteve it will be some-
thing worth remembering
again. We wrere the firstin the
world to-come up with a vefy

“peaceful revolution-and many

couniries followed suit” Tu-
mas, who was a young lieyten-
ant during the 1986 hloodless
revolpsaid. .

However, Nalionat Capital
Region Police Office chief Di-
rector Joel Pagdilao said the
18,000-strong NCRPO would
be on full alert status as they
have to deal with anti- and pro-
people power revolt rallies in
several areas of the metropolis.

“We received no inteili-
gence report regarding any
threat on the people power
anniversary as of today, But we
are on high alert to secure the
area of celebration: and ather
parts of Metro Manila where
protest railies are scheduted
to be held,” said Pagdilao in
an interview. “We are still on
full alert stahis,”

Essay writing tilt

Also part of remember-
ing the herves of the anti-
dictatorship struggle, campus
journalists in high schools
and colleges in Metro Manila
are nvited to take part in the
Ditto Sarmiento Bssay Writing
Competition. R
* Now on its second run,
the competition is a tribute
o young campus journalists
who lost their lives fighting for
treedom of expression during
martial law, -

The competition was
named after Abraham "Dit-
to” Sarmiento jr. who was a
27-year-old editorin-chief of
the Philippine Collegian. He
died of illness shortly after
his release from months of
detention.

The Ditic Sarmiento Essay
Writing Competition is organ-
tzed by the UP Alpha Phi Beta
Fraternity in partnership with
the Philippine Collegian.

The 30th anniversary of
the Paople Power revolt wili
afse feature the traditiona)
salubungan, a reenactment of
the solidarity benveen soldiers
and civilians that led to the
toppling of the Marces dicta-
torship.

Children of EDSA herves

Dottt i e o0\ _ Tel o, (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295

to symbolize their commit-

ment to keep the ideals of g the land.

EDSA alive.
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'WHEN it opens this week Col

his children to the Pe p]e Power

Expenent:al ‘Museiim /'so they .

may see for themselves what he
experlenced 30 yearg ago

M want them 10506 What 1

% the public. af-

went through
f‘of the Armed

fairs office’

_Forces of the thhppmes said. “1

carl pti 'udly say I was: there at

Camps Cramé and Aguinaldo.”
Detoyato’s - wish for his chil-

dren should come true when the

museum opens of Thursday o
Detoyato was 21 and in hlS
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‘Noel Detoyato wants to bring -
( . la when he learned of the call to: -

e8!

o second year at the thhppme Mli '
- itary Academy when the revolu-
; tionbroke out on Feb: 22,71986.

Detoyato was i Metro Mani

“go-to Edsa from soldlers th;_f: ]

were hisn ghbors....

o “Wheti -we. went. to: :Edsa 54
there were a few people on the
first day .. Then the people just -
:massed up,” he said."

. The demonstranons Iasted un-

gt Feb, 25 when Ferdmand Mar-

cos was booted out of power. .
.. Detoyato said he went to the ral-
fies for four days with his friends,

_Wa]lung through the length of Edsa
- and White Plains Avenue, =7
'_ Loudspeakers piayed “Mam—

- ~

i .!‘pu&%

 Tvras J!IS[' there initially because

I'was curfous about what was hap-

‘pening ‘When we got there, it was
-asif ﬂxerewas this contagious-elec-
. tric ‘shock going through people,

People kept on coming and walk-
ing the whole stretch,” he said, - ..
“Iewds as if ‘everyone Knew

_each ‘other; strangers sharzng_
their food with everyone.

Detoyato recalled gettlng a

: -body,” hesaid. .
-0 the Jdst day

: '..'of Marcos’ uster ‘on“radio and

i _uphorxa 3
as 1f everyb()dy knew. every»

television when he gothome, . -
Now, Detoyato wants his chil-
dren to have a glimpse of what
his generation went through.
“We want our soldiers to ‘ex:
pose their  children’ to " this so
they can appreciate the work of
their parents,” he said. “We want

ouryouth tociay t0 see whathap:
pened 30 years ago so they will

apprecwte its hx:tor:cal value e
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Army vision: By 2028, & world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

www.visayandailystar.com

NPA owns Candoni ambush

From the Visayan Daily Star (Feb 24): NPA owns Candoni ambush

The New People’s Army yesterday ¢laimed responsibility for the ambush on a police patrol car in Taytay

Panaculan, Barangay Canigay, Cadoni, thatleft two' ‘policemen dead and others ikjured én Febmagg 18.

The NPA warned civilians from riding on police and Army vehicles because they are legitimate military
targets, and.should avoid their being used as shieids during rebel attacks.

Andrea Guerrero, spokesperson of the NPA Armado Sumayang Jr: Command Southwest Negros Guerilia

Front. claimed in a statement that the ambushed PNP unit is well known for its protection racket of those

engaged indllegal gamblmg and illeqal drug pushing in Cadoni town.

But Senior Supt. Wiltian Séforon, Negros Oceidental QIC police director, denied the NPA claim 1, $aving the

Candoni police have been actively involved in the arrests of those engaged in ilegal drugs and gambling,

and the filing of charges against them,

The Candoni police have a lot of accompiishments, Sefioron said, citing the arrest of Jey-dech Manzano, son of
former Candoni Mayor Jechonias Manzano, on February 7 during anti-drug operations that yielded about P198.000

worth of suspectad shabu.

But the target of the buy-bust operation idertified as former PO3 William Escalada managad to escape and is still
being pursued, he said.

Guerrero said the February 18 ambush on the police was staged with the cooperation of residents who

reported the presence of illegal drugs and gambling operators in the town. The staging of the ambush is a

faiture of police intelligence work and of the administration of Mayor Cicero Borromeo that has allocated a
iarge intelligence fund for counter insurgency work, Guerrero said.

Guerrero sald two policemen were killed d and three were injured in the ambush. and theirtroops were abie to
recover two armalite assault riffles. a a ;45 calibér pistol, bullets arig magazines of M-16 rifles.

The civilian who was injured was not on board the police vehicle that was ambushed but on a tricycie that passed the
area, Guerrero said.

White the NPA claimed three were injured, the police said four were injured.

Killed was Police Officer 1 Henry Vell Pacheco and PO2 Joeharry Peralta , and injurec were P 02 Jay Arroyo , PO1
Modesto Bena , civilians Rey Duales |, 38, who was on board the vehicle and Julius Miravalies , 33, who was in his

house nearby, Sefioron said.

He also said thr ee M - 16 assault rifles and two 9mm pistols of the Candoni policemen were taken by the
rebels, contrary to the elaim of the rebels,

Guerrero alleged that the Army based near the ambush site did not immediately aid the ambushed
policemen, as was the case in the Mamapasano incident.

Sefioron said that is not frue, the police was working in close coordination with the Arnmny.

it was agreed that the police would enter the area first, he said.

Army Core Purpese: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is 2 source of national pride.

Sefioron said i is good that the NPA claimed responsibility for the ambush as it backs their initial findings. He said
they are conducting pursuit operations on the culprits, and investigating who their conduits are.

Negros Occidental Gov. Alfredo Marafion Jr. said no words in the dictionary can describe the atrocities committed by

the NPA referring to the Candoni ambush,

Arrny Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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GPH-MILF ceasefire mechanisms to ensure Cotabato road project completion
From the Philippine News Agency (Feb 23): GPH-MILF ceasefire mechanisms to ensure Cotabato road project
completion

Despite security threats, the construction of a farm-to-market road that will connect barangays from the
towns of Aleosan and Pikit in Cotabato province will push through, thanks to the firm commitment of the
joint ceasefire mechanisms of the Government of the Philippines (GPH) and the Moro islamic Liberation
Front {MILF)} to ensure security towards project completion.

In November 2015, Phase 1 of the ¢oncreting of the 5-kilometer Pagangan-Tubak; Aleosan-New Valencia-
Bualon-Pamaliar, Pikit Road started as a project under the Pavapa at Masaganang Pamayanan (PAMANA),
the national government’s convergence program that extends development interventions to isolated, hard-
to-réach and conflict-affected commiinities.

The said project is undertaken through the Department of Agriculture’s PAMANA FY 2015 fund and

implemented by the Department of Public Works and Highways {DPWH}).

The road is expected to benefit more than 300 households when completed. Most people in the
barangays where the road will be built are Bangsamoro and civilian membeérs of both the MILE and the Moro
National Liberation Front {MNLF).

However, on Jan. 15,- work on the project was. suspended due to extortion and security threats received by
the local government of Barangay Pagangan from Sheik Muhidin Amimbang. chief of staff of brigands
Bangsamoro Istamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF). Amimbang sent a letter demanding for a certain percentade of
the project cost which amounted to more than half-a-million pesos (PHP500,000.00).

When the barangay officials did not respond to the threat, the BIFF burned a closed van owned by the
DPWH.project contractor Sunstone Construction and strafed the house of Barangay Pagangan Chairman

Gregorio Guanzon.

"We will not let any lawless group sabotage a project for the people. The ceasefire mechanisms of the government
and the MILF will work with our security mechanisms to help ensure the security and welfare of the workers and
censtruction facilities in the area," said GPH Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH)
Secretariat Director Carlos Sol, Jr. during a coordination meeting hosted by the Municipal Peace and Order Council

of Aleosan eatlier this month.

The meeting was attended by representatives of the ceasefire mechanisms of the parties which include the GPH-
MILF CCCH; Team Site 1 of the Interational Monitoring Team - M10; Lecal Monitaring Team of Cotabato province:
Provincial Local Government of Cotabato Province; Municipal Local Govermnment of Aleosan; Barangay LGU of
Pagangan, Aleosar; Representatives of the DPWH Cotabatc Province; the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFPY),

and the Philippine National Police (PNP).
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride,

“We shouid be supportive {of] the development projects [by] the Govemment in Mindanao,” Sol added.
Butch Malang of the MILF CCCH said that “jt]he MILF will support and participate on security matters refative to the

cempietion of the project.”

AFP LTC Romeo Bautista (GSC) PA, Commanding Officer of the 45th Infantry Battalion, 81D, PA meanwhile,
has commifted military personnel to secure the project facility and set up a temporary patrof base,

The PNP is already conducting its investigation into the extortion issue as well as the acts of violence committed as i
prepares to file a case against the BIFF.

Participants to the meeting agreed that the security cooperation between the GPH and MILF shall be
established before the start of the project in order to secure the equipment, personnet and others involved in
the road proiect implementation,

In the past, the combined efforts of the ceasefire mechanisms under the Bangsamoro peace process have likewise
been instrumental in securing other project facilities against the threats of armed elements and in keeping the peace

on the ground.

Testament to this is the decision of the GPH and MILF negotiating panels to renew the mandates of the
international Monitoring Team (IMT) and the Ad Hoc Joint Action Group (AHJAGYin their recent meeting
in'Malaysia;

Aside from monitoring the implementation of the cessation of hostilities between the GPH and the MILF , the IMT also
monitors the humanitarian, rehabilitation, development and socio-economic assistance aspscis of the signed

agreements, the observance of international humanitarian laws and respect for human rights, and the verification
and reporting on basic undertaking of the Parties to protect civilians and civilian communities.

The AHJAG, on the other hand, is responsible for coordinating, monitoring and disseminating information between
the GPH and the MILF in order to isolate and interdict ali criminal syndicates/kidnap-for-ransom groups and other
criminai groups operating in Bangsamoro communities and nearby areas.
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