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- By AUREACALICA
.. Forced to flee the country
30 years ago by a popular ..
- “-uptising, the Marcoses are"

= = poised to régain power un-
" lessthe people—especially
. the youth - shun attemapts
ythe late dictator’s family

nd supporters to revise
- history, President Aquino-;
. wamed yesterday.
L T President raiced the ¢
warning in a speech at yestér-
day’s commenioration of the :

. 30th anniversary of the EDSA =

- ‘people power revolution that .
- ousted Ferdinand Marcos and -

o ':_Ybfith urged: Protect ﬁ‘eéd&:ﬁ'.%
.. . Story onPage14

catapulted Corazen Aquinc to
the presidency. R
'+ Marcos’ only son and name- .
. sake is running for vice presi-
dent. The dictator’s widow
Imelda is an llocos Norte con-
gresswomarn, while daughter
Imee is provincial governor,
Aquino sald supporters of
the Marcoses were trying to
rewrite history by glossing
P Turn to Page 14

“over the abtises and rey

Csomie sUCCess, ik
- have been able to f¢

-dent said. -

“he added:

- didn’t exist.”
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Tavi

sion cduring marti
“Is ' this not -

el 't
o ? Tlwse who
vise our history h

ber of the youth,” "

“You - can even

style of the loyalists ifi tradi-
- tional and social media: they

continue to dictate a narra-
tive, in orderstomanipulate:
the opinions af thid: people

T believe that it
fate to repeat the g
our past; our fate it
the decisions we
present,”

of our people. I believe that,

even if we are knownifor Our |
-~patience; it has it Iimits - and -

-if “those limits ave.reached, -
+ficul

then no one will Le able to
stop thewave of solidarity
that will follow.”

 Recent developments, he

“said, remind him of a famous |

line in a movie: “The great-:
est trick the devil ever pulled -
was convincing the vrorld he |

He said it was uppalling
that some groups weére try-
ing to make it appear that the
martial law era was a “golden

‘age” for the countrv.

“To all those who maintain
that Mi: Marcos should not be

“blamed for the things that took

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC

place under his regime, [ can
only say: Is it not true that, if
you assume all power in your:
sclf, you should also assume all

responsibility?” he said.
mEERING — O 2ua0 0acpa.anmy.

- Witho

Aquino pointed out.
"I believe in thé:greatness .

Aquino said he couldn’t ac

- cept the senainr’s pronence-

ment that he knew nothing to

-~ besorry about-during his fa- -
© ther’s rule.

- The:President argued that

" if the senator was -clueless :
" about what his family had
done, “how cant’ we be con- .
fident that he will not repeat -

the same?”

s ATLLcan say is; thank you,:
< because youhave at least beer
. “honest in showing us that vou
are ready to emulate your fa- .
‘ther,” Aquino said.

Do not mistake

the Marcoses; it:is clear to me

that this is about right versus -
- wrong,” he added. ;
o Jn some of his trips abroad,
Aquino admitted having dif«
_ answering queries on .
“whether the Maorenses were

stiil in powen

- Without “referring “to the -
. younger Matcos. by name, -

me: thigis -
: not about the Aquinos versus

m~Tel no. (02) 8459555 Local: 5285, 5295 - -

abuses coul -
“had the pec
the courag

He said th
have contiru
ple not muste
tostandips R
e W Ao unite’a |
“one peoplé; and by the grac
of God, we toppivd the dicte -
- torship withoo i
bloody civil

President sa:d:
He added 1
~veys were to be believed, th
- son of the dictator was gainin;
success in winning supporter:
and:sympathizers: This coule
-also” mean - thepeople -hav

_ “Every. time l_{._léave»_ the
country, I'tend to get asked:
‘Is it true -that the Marcoses |

are still in power?" I have to

admit, .t is very difficuit to

“expluin. To this day, it is still

painful to think that a Filipi-
no had the gzl to inflict such
abuse on his countrymien, like

what Mr. Marcos did,” the ;

President said.

~ Citing- a report, Aquino .
said the 1986 Commission on |

ful and worried that the Mar-

“coses wuuid return to power

Elections tabulators were fear-

because they themsetves had .

seenn the blatant cheating to
favor the dictator during that
time.

185 Local: 5285, 5295,
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forgotten “what we once said
—enough is enough.”

 The Pregident also said it
“was not surprising that those
who benefited during the dic-

tatorship. would continue to

say that Filipinos did not get
anywhere since EDSA.

“They -want us to believe’

that we had abetter life under -

Mr. Marcos_ — since, anyway,

- that was'the promise forcibly . -

- 50ld by the dictator. But where

"did hig 21 years of leadership '

take 18?7 Did:our country not
firn - inito - the “Sick Man' of
Asia? Indeed, they are trying
Jto eprother 2l that sve have
achieved on the straight and
righteous path,” Aquino said.
© - "The  President said he
- could ‘only shake his head in

. disappointment whenever he -

. was told Marcos’ time was the
- golden age of the Philippines.

-+ “Perhaps they were gold-
" en days for him, who — af-

president; whichis equivalent

- toeight years — ¢reated.a way.

“to cling 1o power,” he main-
Cained.

There had also been stories

“of businessmen not wanting

their ventures to grow for fear

“of getting noticed by the dic--
" tator and forced to share edrn-

ter. completing .two ferms as..

.ings with him and his cronies, -

CcAgquitosalds o
T ‘Golden age’
of turmoil
- And if it's any golden age
at'all, the martial law era was
“agolden age of rising national
debt; brain drain, communist
.insurgency and - violence in
Mindanao, he added.
© When HMarcos began his
time in office in 1965, Aquino
said the national government
‘owed P2.4 billion and by the
end of 1985, national debt had
‘grown to P192.2 billion.
- “And because this money
did not go where it was sup-
posed to, the payment of this
debt burdens us to this day,”

“disillusionment with
“ernment. - L
St was  also - the: golden
~age -for - those who. abused

hé said.
The President said many
Filipinos also left for the Mid-

‘dle Hast during martiai law.

The martial law period, he
said, also saw the growth of
the New People’s Army from
only 60 armed members to
25,000 because of the people’s

our Moro . brothers and - sis-

“ters. Land grabbing: became
-atrend in Mindana

Marcos regime, in sicad of
siding with those whi wors
L

‘abused, seemed tw approve

of the actions of the abusers,”
Aquino said. PR

While - the regimie could
have worked for justice or
passed a law to fix the situ-

“ation, “the solution they
pushed for involved the Phil--

ippine Constabulaty and the

‘Armed Forces,”. the President.
saidi - '

Aquino - remindéd

iofor-
rohels

of his administrati
ing peace with Musli
through the Comp
Agreement on the: Bangs
oro: He said the only thing
missing is a Bangsamoro Ba-
siclaw. oo

" féel a deep senise of disap-

pointment, becatse. the -only”
~-jaw that can bring forth justice -

and peace is being blacked,” he
said, poiniing oul thal Marcos

heads the Senaie committee

where the BBL got stalled. He
cited Minority leader Juan
Ponce Enrile’s long. interpella-
tion of the measurcin the last
session day. B

“And is it not true that
these two surnames were the
ones who pushed for a mili-
tary solution against the Mo-

ros duririg the dictatorship?”.

‘Aquino said. .

“To our bosses: Many of us
who suffered during martial
law can understand the plight

the gov~

nd the

: _reminded  the
people of the achievéments

ensive
tgLam--

: i S 2 o
“A handout photo from the Philippine Alr Force shows a fighter
“plane hovering.over EDSA during yesterday’s celebration of the -
people power revelution. TR )

of cur Mors hrethers and sie-
ters. My family likewise con-
fronted the extreme abuses of
those in power,” the President
gaid. - :
. Sonw's anguish
©.0On a personal note, the"
‘President said his father was
put. in. solitary confinement
“for-seven years and seven
“Nueva Eojjaforbemg o thre

tator did not stop wi
father, as the licenses of their

they could not wo

“fiven our h
‘were not even“employed by
us.anymore — like my nanny
and her husband, who was
were appreh

iy the dictatorship: i =
“They. took__jgns--_'ré' NNy was.

glasses co that everything he months

saw would be bherry. They e

took his watchso  that he aid . their

seould not- measure. the pas-+ s0- taken by

~=ageof time. They took his - and’ -went

- ring so:that he could not have a few of his -

“anything - to -rememiber and his faced: . ¢
wife and his family by Thy R
bainted lis-cell white) so :
e would forget - that .there
was a world ottside - those
walls,” Aquino said. :
While his father was a .
¢ivilian, he vwas tried 'in a
military tribunal and it was
‘Marcos who appointed the
menmbers of the prosecution
and the defensze as well as
the judge.

“The one lawyer who
disagreed  with what was
happening was likewise re-
moved. It was such incidents
that popularized the term:
“‘Lutong  Macoy? situations
cooked up precisely to suit
‘the dictator’s tastes,” Aquino

CMIn almost. overy part of
our riatron, there are stories of |
“those who'were takéen without
warning, tortured and Hilled,
or those. who -disappeared,
‘whose bodies have riot been
found to this day” Aqitino
said. CE
~ “Let me cmphasize: All this
harpened. Is there anvone
here who can aceept the pos-
sibility that we will return to
a time in which ihese things
can happen to you, or to your
loved ones? A government
that wis given power by the
~people, used this very same
puwer to-abuse the people,”’
the President said. - .
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THE MATHMG LEADING NXTWEPAFLE

AVAO OITY = A tap eom:,

mander of the New People’s
Army (NPA) was killed

i when the military repulsed .
an attack by the communist ifisur-
gents on government troops'in Ba-

' ' rangay Kalanganan, San Fernando,
. Biikidnen Tuesday, the Army’s Tenth

Infantry (Agila) Division (10th ID)_-

 reported yesterday. .

- “Nardo Manlologpis, allas Bugsong
and vice commander of the Guerrilla
Front 55 (GF 55) of the Southern Min-
danao Regianal Comumittee (SMIIC),

wasg siain in the failed assault the

' NPA rebels waged against soldiers of

" Bravo C{)mpanv of the 88th -Infantry

‘Battalion in Purok 8 of Barangay: _
e " pomber last February 19-in-Purok -

Humabon Barangay New Panay, Mar- -
"’ its Peace and DevelopmentQufreach |
: ngram (PDOP) o Sundaymormng
_in Silie Quibalen, Barangay Domg- .
~ inga, Calinan when fired upon by an

i Kaianganan

‘Bafchar said four NPA rebels ar-'
..nved onboard motoreycles and sud- -

- denly fired on the soldiers, who were
quick to return fire.
M anlologph was reportedly in-

- gtantly killed in that fierce exchange

anci was Ieft behmd by hig retreatmg

-t ‘{‘(ﬁ“

MANILA:

' comrades

“According to 10th ID chief infors <

‘mation officer Capt: ‘Rhayn Batchar,” : g
- “Thls NPAs pioy man;{ests the_- g

Recuve,n,d ﬁom his posswszon
was o’ Qmm pistol. The motarevele
used'bythe rebels was also recovered

. by the soldicrs. No soldier was hurt

durmg the incident, Batchar said,
.The cadaver of Manlologpis 3 was

- later handed over by the soldiers
' to San Fernando Police Station for
-proper disposition. . .. :
16th ID commander Maj. Gen Ra-
fael Valencia commended the 68th IB
or their swift and ourageﬁus:.---..:

despemte s;tuatlon t]zmr are in now.

Our sbiders will not husztate to use.

legitimate foree to protect themselves

in ace cordance with our rules of en-
gagemeiit,” Valencia said. . :

In another report, the 10th ID aisﬁ

reported on'the capture of-an NPA - - »
~Infantry Battalion were condicting

agusan, Compostela Valley province.

Batchar identified the rebel as -

Elmer Dagatan, aliag Ka Frie, 32 and

a resident of Purok Acasia, Barangay
.- Pobiacion; Maragusan. S :
: Recovered from-his prHeSSIUH

BULLETIN

/G

Page:

" were an improvised explosive devic 6

(IED), & 50-meler eleclrical wire,

- eight batteries, fwo blasting ca J? zmd ﬁ

an IED trigger mechanism, s

The arrest of Dagatan came elft'?f
concerned cmizans reported h].S pres-
ence in the area.”

During mterrogatxon Dagatan R
‘admitted that he was:'a member

Guerrilla Front 27 of SMR( and was

. tasked to conduct IED attacks agairist -
mﬂitary personnel passmg a’iong the

mad in:the area;
Dagatan was turned overt

: gusan PNP for the forma flhng of L
criminal charges.. '

In an earlicr mudem, Fhichar |
reported that a serfes of harassncnis _
was also carried out by the NP rebels

- in Davag City last February 21 par»
- tieularly in Calinan District. :

In a report, elements of 84th

medical and dental mission as part of .

undetermined number armed men

" believed 10 be NPA rebels; :
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NPA assassin killed in Bukidnon -

 CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY — A
- | suspected assassin of the communist

| New People’s Army (NPA)was killed
in a “chance” enceounter with
-1 government troopers in Bukidnon,
| a, police report reachmg here

L yesterday said. .
- Police identified the fa,tahty ds’

| Nardo Balite, aka “Kumonder

Bligsong,” believed to be the tearn -

| leader of the NPA Sparrow Unit of
Fruni 55,

: Phe Spatrow IWnit, is the
dreaded assassin tedn of the NPA
that cperates on specific target

personalities, which was activein -
| the 1980z, :

Police lrivestlgater Nestor

Anifion of the San Fernando -

Munieipal Police Station in
Bukidnon said the shooteut with

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285

)
i

‘government troops oceurred in :
Kalagangan, a mountain village |
of San Fernando last Tuesday |

afternoon,

: HesaldateamfremiheAmys E

‘88th Infantry Battalion was =~

. orconducting -an - “administrative. SUTTRT

-moverent” when fired uponby the =

suspect who was with three other.

-suspects on board a motorcycle. - -
Anifion said the government

‘troopg fired buck, which resulted

in the killing of Balite. The three

other suspects reportedly fled,

leaving behind the motoreycle.
The responding policemen

recovered one unit black Honda 155
TMX motorcycie with plate number -
" MC32450KT, one Srm pistol with -

amagazine and one magazine of a
45 caliber pistol. © . PHA

Page: <'£
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leader killed in clash
.. DAVAO CITY — A New People’s . the soldiers of Bravo Company of . Committee (SMRC), . B
' Army (NPA) leader was killed - 68th Infantry Battalion in Purok 8, . Recovered from the slain rebels EE
L when: his group: attacked ‘troops -~ Barangay Kalangan, - - T possession were- a 9mm pistol
iof thé'Phi!ippineArmy'in Barangay . The ‘soldiers, however, quickly - and the motorcycle used by the ©
-~ -Kalanganan, San -Fernando, ‘retaliated, forcing the rebels . insurgents. No soldier was hurt:
Bukidnon, Tuesday morning.” to retreat, leaving behind their- during the incidert, Ratchar said,”
- - Captsin Rhayn Batchar, 10th  dead compide identified as Nardo The body of Meniologpis wag™
Infantry Division chief information - Hanloloapis aliag Bugsong, vice  turnod OVel O San Farnando Police..:
officer, said that four iWFA rebels  commander of Guerlla Front 55  Station for proper disposition.
on board a motorcycle attacked . of Southern Mindanao Regional (Alexander p, Lopez) :
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.~ Nasa pangangalaga na
ngayon ng Department
of Social Weifare and
Development (DSWD
ang isang ‘child soldier’

B .{1na sinanay ng mga re.-
j beldeng New People’s

Army (NPA) sa paggawa
ng mga pasabog sa Panty.

-t kan; Compostela Valley,

- ‘Ayoh kay Capt. Rhyan

; Batchar, Fublic Affairs
| Office chief ng 10th In-
- faatry Division ng Philip-

pine Army (PA), humingi

ng tulong ang dalawang
tivuhin ni alyas John,

-1 14, sa Peace and Deve.

lopment Team ng 46th
Infaritry Battalion para
isuplong ang pamangkin
at maging maayos ang
pagti-turn over nito ga
mga awtoridad.

a :_;__;Pah_ayag._ng--mga:ﬁv'
- § yuhin' rig batg, -natakot
 sila'daki] nakakatangpap

narin ng mga pagbabanta

sa buhay ang kanilang

Child soldier hawak na ng DSHD

pamangkin mula sa mga
dating kasamahan dakil

Sa fumatangei ng ito na
sundin ang utps ng mga
‘rebelde, dahiian para [
imagpasya silang ibigay |-
ang kustodiya ng bita sa | -
mga awtdridad. Matapos '

#ahina. __,Q_____

iturn-over sa-Pantwkan | -+

Police, agad naman itong -
dinala sa pansangalaga
ng DSWD.

Una nang nakaaresto
ang militar at pulisya
noong Pebrero ¢ ng {ea

Ppang “child soldier’ na

si alyas Dong, 14, ha-
bangkasama ang isa pang
CPP-NPA member sa-
isang checkpoint habang -
tumatakas makaraang
magka-engkuwentro sa

-pagitan ng mga tayhan

ng militar at NPA sa Sitio -

Post 4, Pantukan, Come 7 T

&y nasa paigangalaga '
din ng DSWD. (Betchaj
Julian) '

‘postela Vallevat ngayon
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www retiredanalyst.biogspot.com
- Rebel leader killed in botched attack against troops in Bukidnon

.. Aranking New People's Army (NPA) leader was killed during a botc:hed attack on troopers from
68th Infantry Battalion conducting routing patrol missions in 8an Fernando town, Bukidnon last

:Tuesday
o Reports forwarded Thursday by Capt Rhyan Batchar 10th Infaniry Dtvrsaon spokesperson sald

S the cEash took piace 10 30 am. at. forested area of Barangay Kalangangan.

“He' sald that troops were conductmg mutme patro! missions when four NPA ffghters reportediy L

" from Guetrilia Front 55 of the Southern Mindansgo Reagional Committee and all aboard.a
motorcycie, popped out of nowhere and began firing on the patrolling soldiers,

This prompted government tro.ops to return fire, Killing one of the rebels, scatiering the other
'three :

-.Pursumg troopers recavered a Qmm p:stol fhe motorcycie anci the slain rebel identifi ed as

| - Nardo Mamclogp:s vice commander of Guerrilla Front 55's SDG Platoon.

His remains was lmmedlate{y turned over to the San Fernando Police station for turnover to his

o -reiatwes

Wi, i'nte.raquo'n com
| . Caraga rebels threaten to shoot down sprayer ptanes
- ':__By InterAksyon com

fl MANILA thppmes - Commumst rebefs in the Caraga regmn saxd they woutd shoo‘f down
aircraft used to spray the barniana plantations of commercial agricultural firms “because of the -
' dﬁmage it causes to the workers, residents and the environment.”

A statement lasued earlier this month by the Nationat Democratic Front Northeast Mmdanao e

' _Region said they had warned two firms - Sumitumo Fruits or SumiFru in Tagbina, Surigao dei
. Sur; and Del Mente~thExppmes in Cabadbaran and Tubay Agusan del Norte -- in December to
- stop aerial spraying “but they continued to use this, not considering the damage it causes fo the

Surroundmg people, plants and 'mima!q

“We call on the pilots of the aeral spray a:rcrafi@ to siop and look for other jobs. Even if they are
not the targets of the shooting, they are at risk {o be hit by the bullets,” NDF~NEMR
spokesperson Maria Malaya said. : : _

" Array Core Purpose: $erving the paopie; Securing the land.
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Malaya pointed out that thousands of families live around the two firms’ plantations and “many
of them acquired lung and skin diseases because of the chemicals that they cannot help but

breathe and get on their skins.”

*‘Because of the spraying, she-added, other plants "are dying and no fonger bearing fruit” and
water sources are contaminated.

Méiaya noted that aerial spraying has been banned in other places Iike' Davao because of the
adverse effects and "the strong opposition of the people, especially the victims and
envirornmental groups” but said the practice persisted because the national gcvemment al!owed :

-_;t and secur:ty forces are brebed to protect the compames

Army Core Pu rnose; Serving the peoplie. Securing the land.
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~ Aquino’s order on pay hikes

- It reasoned that under Sec-  the hazar

longevity pay, collateral pay month.

._::_T'he.Btireau_of Internal Rev-- the recently signed EO are

enve (BIR) has dlarified ahead subject to income tax,” Rev:

S -of a budget release next week - enue ‘Mémorandum Circular
" 'that the new military allow- 19:2016 stated. - - '

Aquino, who sigried Execu
fivie Order (EO) 201 last Tub. 19,
wwonld be sihiect to income tax.  duthorized the first tranche of sal-

ances granted under President .

- “The monthly provisioraterary adjustments for government -

allowance and ‘monthly offi-“emplovees under the proposed
*cers’ allowance given to mili- SaiggStanda_rdizaﬁonprogram,
tary personnel/ officers under = whi

is still stuck in Congress.

By PRINZ MAGTULIS

" Last .We'dﬁes&a'y, Bad'gef"

Secretary Florencio Abad issued

_twornew drculars that effective-

ly implernented the EQ, which,
‘aleoinchided the allotvances for
the military.

“2(Thists) aninterim measure
- to supplement the total com-

pensation until such time that
a pension reform measure is

and the hazard, mandstory

. ?asséd in Congress,” Abad caid  and clothin g allowances are
- -inNational Budget Circular 562.  exempted from taxes.
- Butthe BIR madeitclear that

| The BIR ¢ircular stressed that
the new set of allowancesis not  those that are not mentioned in

-amang those covered by tax ex- . Section3 should bé taxed.
: from the new setof al--
e EQ alsoiricreased...

iumilitary benefits as -
v Rispubli¢ Atodn: Jowhing

i d pay of Uniformed
tion 3 of RA 2040, only the pereonnel from P200 to T390 a

Abad said on Wednesday |

that the P57.91-billion fund will

be released next week and is just

short of the final permits that

each government agency needs . - e

-_'t'O_Stibmit. T R
~ “This will-énsure’ that they..
+istate . workers) will get at least -
‘the first tranche of the pay in- .
crease that wee have planned for
them,” Abad said in astatement. . -
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‘Allowances
for military

,personnei |
:_!: —BIf

'BY BEANCA CUARESMA

HE newiy approved addi-
tiznal allowances for ci-

sonnel of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines(AFP)aretaxableunder

“the law, according to the Bureau of

Internal Revenue (BIR).
- Just last week, President

'_ Aquino signed an executive or-
der (EO) that modified the salary

i schedule for c1v1han government "._-:mamtenance aﬂowance, WinEer o i
““clothingallowance,initial enlists .7
menfand reenlistment allowance;

' _and laundry allowance,

. pérsonnel and authorized addi-

= tional benefits for both civilian

_ and uniformed personnel..

New monthly . -
hazard pay
 for all military

: " and uniformed
personnel starting this year,
' 'from P240 per month

date effectively grant additional
“monthly provisional allowance”
and “monthly officer’s allowance”
. to military personnel and officers

as an interim measure until such.

. timg that their base pay schedule
~is modified and rationalized.

vilian and uhiformed per- -

The BIR was quick to clarify
that these additional allowances

- are taxable under thelaw, asthese

provisional grants are not listed

‘under the 2001 law on tax excep- -

tion for certain allowances and
_benefits granted to the members
" of the AFP.

. Under Section 3 of the 2001.
law, known as Republic Act (RA) -
8040, only the following payand "~
“allowances shall not.be included -
. in the gross income and shall be . =~ ..
" exempt from taxation: longev-

ity pay, cost-of-living allowance,
personnel sconomic-relief al-

lowance, hazardous ailowance,_
specialist pay, combat pay, fly-.
' ing pay, air mechanic’s pay, sea
* duty pay, hazardous duty pay,. .

instructor’s dutypay,parachutlst s |

pay, hardship pay, special clothing .
allowance, cold winter’s clothing
allowance, cold weather clothing

A reading of Séction 3 of RA™

8040 would show that the monthly
- provisional allowance and monthly
officer'sallowance given to military =~

personnel and officers pursuant to

_;therecent1y51gnedEOarenotamong s

Saié ina memordndum

““Accordingly, itishereby clfmw
fled_ that-——notbeingincluded un-~
: dertheenumeration of pay andal~ -
lowances exemptfrom incometax’

_uf_)de'r' Section 3 of RAD040~~the
Monthly Provisional Allowance
Secﬂons 7and9 of thenewman- .-

and Monthly Officer’s Allowante
given to military personnel and -
officers under the recently s;gned
EQ are subject to income tax, "the
BIR added.

- This means-the ﬂew monthly_ '

_prov1s1ona1 allowance—which’

. ranges from P95 to P1,149 and B

the monthly officer’s allowance—
which ranges from P7,000 to
P35,000—are all subject to the

i income-tax brackets applicable.

: %@%@gﬁ
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- Inthe case ofa candzdate so0l-

- dier, under the granted monthly
-provisional‘allowance, he 61 she " -

- owill have hisor her allowanc:es at -

P267 on the first tranche; P547 .
on-the ‘second tranche, P84 on -

“the third tranche and P1,149 on
the fourth tranche-<all subject to
incorie-Las rates, i

The monthly prowmo;}al allow-

. ances get incremental vaises de-
. pendinigon therankofmilitaryand -

uniformed personnel—the lowest

 of which are candidate soldiers and

the highest of which are generals
and director generals, who will ze-
ceive P14,214 on the first tranche,

-P35,260.0on the second: tranche; e

PR3 97'? c:vn the third tranch: ‘and

P85,359" on’ ‘the fourth tranche, all -

minus taxes due,
TheP1,000 allowance on the tirst
tranche given to'a capfam —mrmder

* themonthly officer’sallowance pro-

- - vided in the BO—js also clarified to

. beétaxable underthelawalongwith

s the P3, 000 in the second: “tranche, .. -
.. P4,500. An the thzrd tranche and =

. P7,000 in the fourth tranche. The

allowance ranges increasingly with

- higher-ranking officials—with the
captain, senior inspectors and lieu-

tenants senjor grade at.the bottom
of the officers’ list and the generals -

- anddirector generals ontop. Thelat-

tertwo positionswillreceive P9,000
on the first tranche, P18,000 oni the
second, P25,000 on the third and
P35,0000n thefourthtranche —all

- minusincome taxes,

OFFICE OF THE ARNY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: pacpa.army2di2@umail.com - Tel nu (02} 8458555 Local: 5285, 5295

H;'my Core Purpose: Serving the people. Sc;-cumg the land.

-11-




. ,
- R R DRt S N o

OFFICE OF ’HE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall acu. caspa.alfiy.

Teing ib,{;uﬂr GEEE Lozai 5285 B29S

What is. exempt from income -
tax under the newly sighed BO is- .
- the increase in the hazard pay of
all militaryand uniformedperson-
el from the current rate of P240
per month. -
Guder the President’s mandate,
hazard pay will increase to P380
' per month starting this year; then
to P540 per month starting Jaru-
~ary 1, 2017; P690 per month start-
ing January 1, 2018; and P840 per
month starting January 1, 2019—
- allexemptfrom incometaxationby
the BIR. .
v i Meanwhile, Col-Noel: Detoyato i
o Armed Forces of ‘the Philippines
public affairs office chiéf, thanked =
the President for the additional al-
lowances as he welcomed the haz-
ard-pay tax exemption.
"It is a much-needed reprieve.
-The exemptions will goalong,long
.~ way for soldiers. It will not only
~increase our salaries; _b_l;t will'also
increase our take-home pay,” he
said. With reports from Rene Acosta '
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' DAVAO CITY—-Ayoung “Iimad”

worman at the United Churel of
Christ in the Philippines’ (UCCP)
Haran compound here was

roused from sieep at dawn on

Wednesday by pieces of burning

. tarpaulin- dropping near where . -

* -her 2-year-old baby slept.
. Barely “past " her teens, Tata

Manayap seized her son, Demon,

and jurtiped out of the makeshift
hut that; for the last several

del Norte and Bukidnon.
Demon suffered second degree

e
AYOUNG

inDavao City.

burns. The baby is among five
Jumad-  wounded in  the

2 a.m. fire that also destroyed two.

dormitores in the Haran com-
pound that housed 20 college st
dents and medieal inteims.

... months, had served as her home . .
+after :she and 700" other Jumad- - -
‘fled militia atrocities: jn. Davao . ...

A _ woman carries her -
. 2iyear-old baby who suffered second degres -
" burns i a five that swept throughia lumad .
evacization sitein a Protestant church compound meinber
GERMELINALACORTEINGURER MINDano  Alammara

" Investigators ~ said - the fire
" ¢puld be s case of arsom. -
Jong Monzon, secretary gem-
“eral of the jumad group Pasaka,
said he awoke to the commotiof
" and quickly called for police help,
- which came after 20 minutes.

ot and shouts were heard about
a fire at the other end of Haran.
“We've always been on alert -

" threats,” said Monzon. . -
" Rainbe Bartolome, 17, ‘a sfu-
“dent - at-Davao’ Doctors College
“and resident of one of the burmed
dormitories, sifted thuough piles

of debis looking for ber belong- "

. ings—a mobile phone, a laptop,a .

mobileWiFitouter. - ‘-
N . <.~ Her search went for naught.
e “NowW, ¥yO

. cryshesaidi

vention, but this fire could not
have been anaccident.
SFO4 Orencio Grado, chief in-

Protection, said the odor of gaso-
tine still filled the air six hours af-
ter the fire, an indication of arsom.
1
found—the wire fence at the
tack of the dormitory ripped
open and empty bottles with
gasoline residue. o
- . Evacuees said the perpetra-
_ tors, which they suspect were

tire place with gasoline first.
Th a text message, the human
e i YIghtS group Karapatan said the
C AFFAlumad  evacuees have been
e .complaining of harassment
- Pu FoOs, even after they had fled their
' communities.

'

. He was narrating what he saw -
10 policemen when the lights went - -

... - because we have beenreceiving

i e

u can’t do anythingbut -

She said dorin residents had .
‘been trained well -on fire pre-

vestigator of the Bureau of Fire'

More signs of arsor: had been

s of the military-backed_.. o
militia, doused the efl-* -

(r

2; 645-9555 Local 5285,

Teino. {

5255
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The group blamed authori-
ties, including North Cotabato
Rep. Nancy Catamco, chair of
the House indigencus people’s
-committee, p
Catamco and sev- :
eral - policemen -
went to Haran last”
year wying to con-
‘vince the evaciiees
toreturnhome. .. . .. -
‘Amelee. enstied - -+ -
- when':the evacuess -
refused. to - heed
Catamco'splea. =
“First we thought
it -was raining be-
cause we heard the
- sound of rain,” said
cAnnabelle, a lumad. -
-evaciiee from Ta-
. Taingod; R
- “Then someone saw a lir -
torch and soon there was fire,”
- .she said.- '
“We were warned before that
- Our. camps will ‘be. torched o
force..us to move out andigo -
home,” said Monzon. “Indeed,
ithappened,” he said, - .
Reacting to accisations: that
;sh_e is partly to blame, Catameo
said she is just as outraged as
-the evacuees are over the fire,.
L e
. - “While I condemn this inhy- - :
- mane act, I nevertheless de- i -
‘nounce the seemingly “puesile |
and frivolous accusations imipli-

cating me,” said Catamco in a

_ textmessage.. - o
She declined fiuther com- |

ment, o _

Arson investigator Ramil Gifla- . *
do, of the Central Fire Station, - :
_ said &t least seven structures; 1'11: E
cluding the evacuee shelters .
. were destroyed by the fire. ’
_Hagel Navarra, of the UcCcp
-said withesses reported seeing sey-
eral suspects aboard & motorcycle,
“Mayor Rodrigo Duterte said- |
‘he has aiready ordered an in-
vestigation, reiterating support-
“for the lumad evacuees.  Ger-
‘melina Lacorte "and Dennis
© Santos, Inquirer Mindanao

]
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-Senators press deeper probe

into torched lumad center

By BUTCH FERNANDBZ

-‘ ENATORS are seekmg a deeper
inquiry into the burning ofa
'Tumad evacuation center houqmg

hundreds of indigenous famzhes in

Davao Clty

| This developed as Sen. Francis . -

“G. Escudero, in & statement, cited
reports on “freqient killings in the

.- lumad communities widelybelieved . *
- to have'been perpetratec[ by armed: .

-groupsvnthhestotheImhtary that .
" “forced these indigenous people to

leave their hornes.”

Bscuders, formerchairmanofthe

Senate Committee on Justice and

Human Rights, isaskingauthorities -~
in Davao Cityto conduct athorough
- mvestlgatmn of the torchmg ofan -
" evacuation center on Wednesday
that’ 1nJured five individuals, whxch :

included three minors.

City officials must act immedi-

ately to determine who are behind

1

the burnlng, Escudero said-in Fili- -

pino. What the lumads need now s’
justice, he added.

Escudero said his office received . .

_imtlal reports that five lumads,

including two children, were hurt

legs in life should have morein law.”
. Escuderois coauthor of Senate

: Bi_ll 2358, alsoknown as the Anti- -

" during the fire that broke outin'the
- Haran Center providing shelter to
dislocated Manobo families from :
. Davao del Norte and Bukidnon. Ac-
cording to him, these indigencus
‘peopleshadearliersoughtsaferefuge - - -
“in the ¢hurch-run dormitory. =~ *
" Eseudéro reminded authorities: -
" concerned thatthébasicprincplein -
socialjusticeis that “those whohave -

Discrimination Bill, which seeks = -

‘to make any form of discrimina-

tion a “crime against humanity -

~and human dignity.”
Theproposedlawaims toprohibit |

diseriminationonthebasisofethnic-

ity, race, religion orbelief, sexorgen-
©der or sexual orientation, language, .
" disability, educational attainment -
" and other forms of discrimination,
-+ In a separate statement, Party-

~ list'Rep. Pernando Hicap of Anak- -
pawis described the attatk asan act -
of terror. Bven 4 sanctuary where |

the lumad sought refuge due to the

militarizatién in their communities

Fage, B__.

was not spared from the atrocities
perpetrated by state forces and its
military-backed groups, Hicap said.

. “In the comimerhoration of the
toppling of the Marcos dictatorship,
our people continue to experience

this kind of inhumane act,” Hicap
said in a separate statement. “The
recent scorching of a lumad refugee -
‘center clearly manifested that our .-
" country continues to live in terror .
 especially those who fight toexpose- o

abuses of the government.”. . - .
- President Aquino talks about :

how his family suffered from the

. airocities of mariiallaw, but, iioni-

c;lly, his government was doing
the same thing now against our

" lumadbrothersand sistersin Min-

danao, he added. .

_ The army in Mindanao is using - -
the Alamara, amilitary-trainedand -
~sponsored paramilitary group to

. sow terror aimong the lumads who
o -evacuatedy according:to Hicap. He.. .
- saidthe lumadstiow niimber to 9007
in the Umted Church of Christ in: .

the Philippines (UCCP) compound
since May last year.
“They want to make it appear

that the UCCP Haran [compound in
.~ Davao City] is unsafe for the Jumad

evacuees to justify their supposed -

' rescue attempt and retirn. them_ to.
_then’ mzhtanzed commumtxes T

Ini July last year, Rep. Nancy A,

_ Catamco of the Second District of

North Cotabatoallegedlyled the sup-
posed lumad rescuing, accornpanied
bypoliceandsomeAlamaramembers, .

- Her group attempted to force the lu-

mad out of UCCP Haran, but failed.

“Nowwith thelatest incident, we are

wary that Catamco will atternpt an-
other rescue stunt” Hicap said.
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By John Paolo Bencito and Macon Araneta
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Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte on Thursday or-
dered the local police to probe deeper into the fire
that broke out at an evacuation camp sheltering dis-
placed tribal folk inside a church-owned property

Wednesday.

! deplére the burning if it’s inten-
tional. The police should dig deeper

and find out who did it,” said Duterte

<+ whowas campaigninghere Thursday. -
- . 'Peter-Lavifa, Duterte’s spokesper- -
son, said the mayor wants the police

to'find evidence whether the incident
+ that injured at least five indigenous
peapies, four of them children, was

indeed a case of arson.

“Duterte and the peace-loving peo-'

ple of Davao sympathize with the

~plight -of the-lumad {tribal-folk] -and
~join ‘their “call “foF “respect - for their’
right to self-determination, right over

their ancestral land, cultural integrity,
mezaningful economic growth, and
justice,” Lavifia said in a statement.

" Witnesses from the Linigd organi- -
zation Pasaka said unidentified men :

in motorcyeles ot fire to the camp
and dormitories inside the Haran
compound of the United Churches

_of Christ of the Philippines, the tem-

porary home for lumad refugees who
were driven from their homes by par-

* amilitary groups in Davao del Norte _

and Bukidnon since last year,

* - The lumads had sought shelter at

the UCCPs Haran .Compound in . |
Davao City due to the presence of

‘military units in their communities R

purportedly because of the presence
- of communist rebels in the area. '

.The Buréau of Fire Protection in -
Davao City said its initial investi-
gation showed that arson was the
cause of the fires that broke out on

opposite ends of the Haran Mis- -

sion House, ;
Also on Thutsday, teachers' net-

“iw work. Educators - for ~Development. .
- dectied arother attack ‘on lumid L
- evacuees that included student evac- .

uees. They called on the presidential
candidates to pool efforts to immed;- -
ately stop grave atrocities against the

. indigenous group. .

 “The intensifying militarization.
bas . deliberately attacked lumad

" schools, teachers and children. No

one has been held accountable and -
justice has not been attained for the

-massacre of lumad educators and -

leaders, the killing of a fumad sty. ;
dent, nor the burning and ransack. -

* Ing of schools and cooperatives,” the |

i group said. i
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Sena.ters Vesterday demanded

*  athorough investigation into the

o alieged burning of a doriitory in
" Davao City that has beert serving

a§ evacuation camp for some of

: tk}e hirdreds of displaced Lumads -
" that left five injured, including -
' _two children.. )

Siwine eall Was: made b

pressed for ihe immediate
identification of the perpeirators
of ilte alleged arann.

" “We-condemn this act agamst .
* the Lumad evacuees tothe highest
" Jevel. We-call on the authorities
SIS 3 mvestigate at-once the inciderit;
: get to the bottom of tbmgs and'=_

s ators Grage Poe and Francis®
- 40Riz" Eseudero as the two

prnish the pérpetrators,' We alse

eall for the demilitarization of
Lumad communities and to
respect their right to determine

s their own path to pmsperitv based
* on their culture and beliefs,” PGE:, .
& presidential candidate, said. -

in a separate stateme nt;’” :
“ehurchrun dormitory.

Escudero, who is Poe’s runining

. mate, emphasized the urgeney.in
. identifying the culptits behind th

butning of the dormitory, sayin

that the Mancbos fromDavao del
“Norte and Bukidnon should rivt -
be made to suffer due to
. diserimination. _
“Those who have less in life:

should have mare in law. That's

the basic principle in social’
justice,” Escudero, former..
chalrman of the Senate cammzt\:ee' v

.Wednesgla;

Uﬁ justice and human rights, said.

:-Initial repores showed that

‘five Lumads were hurt during the
gt dawn
- communities, widely believed to
- have been perpetrated by armed .

fire that hruke out
dries in Haran Center,
which shelters Manohos from

" Davao del Norteand Bukidnon

who sought safe refuge in the

Last year, Poe’ filed Senate

--Resolutlon 1672, .seeking. an,
nquiry,in aid of }egisiatmn on
“the: Lumad: killings that had:

becotne more freguent and
brazen. She calied on lavwmakers
to formulate legislaiive measures

‘protecting, furthering and
"improving the welfare of various
-indigenous peoples and tribes in
: the:Phlhppmes

Page: d?

“schools and the threats to
teachers who serve in Lumdd

comminities;”
Freqient klllmgs in E:he Liimad

groups with ties to the ‘military, -

‘have forced these indigenous :
‘peopleto leave their homes,

. In 2014, Esendero mauthored ‘

}]_Senam:Bﬂl 2358, also knownas

-with: Poe to mal\e any form of ot
dm{-rzmmaﬂon arorime ag@snsf '

humnanity and lwman dignitg”

The bill prohibits discramiration:
on the basis of ethnicity, race,
religiofi or bielief, sex or gender;.

* or sexual orientation, language,
. . disability, educational attainment.
. and cther forms-of dlscrxmmatxon
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IMILF to help

~ nAFP

offensive
vs BIFF

_ DAVAO CITY - The Moro
Islamic Liberation Front

- (MILF) has offered to help - |

government troops in their
pursuit operations against

-members of the Bangsamoro -

Islamic Freedom Fighters
(BIFF). - .

s _’IhE:MII;Eghas-ré_epqsitiOned-f_ S
2o more than 1,000 of its armed
S metvin seéveral barangays

in Maguindanao, Carlos Sol
Jr, head of the governmerit
panel’s Coordinating

- Committee on the Cessation

of Hostilitles Secretariat, said

* yesterday.
“This would allow our

L ; armed forces the freedomi'to
" operate against the BIFE. We™ ©

© want to avoid misencourniters
between government forces
-and the MILE” Sol said.
The Army’'sIst. = .
- Mechanized Infantry Brigade
-Jed the offensive against the
~ BIFF in Barangays Gawang
arid Madia in Datu Saudi
~Ampatuan town and Tee and
Andavit in Datu Salibo on
' Feb, 5. 7

; Priorto the operations, the
i 2L repositioned 1,737 of _

- 1 its armed members to assist” .

- f go?ermﬁem:_fdrcesh_:

- +.5olsaid the MILF soldiers
- were deployed to Sitio :
; Udsuran in Barangay Kitango
- in Datu Saudj Ampatuan
town; Sitio Diate, Baranpay :
- Pamalian and Sitio Balbugan

 Shariff Saydona Mustapha
.oolsaid military opera«. .-

. tions are ongoing in Salbo,”

‘Pagatin, Mamasapano and
Shariff Aguak towns, whcre
-around 6,000 BIFF members
- and their families reside.
. Solsaid the MILF hag
__giveniassurance it would

. . reposition its forces if - L

-Pursuit operations weuld - S
spread to other areas, ~ =
Edith Regalado, Jose Rodel
Clapine - o
—

and Barangay Pagatinin. ... . . . .
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~bers of a terrarist group.

MILF troops move

- away from AFP,

By RENE ACOSTA -

1 HE Moro Islamic Liberation Fronf (MILF) has
alreadymoveditsnorethan 1,000 fighterseway
fromthescenesofthe ongoinggovernmentlaw-

" enforcement operationsin Central Mindanao.

‘A statement from the Office of the Presiden-

- 'tial' Adviser on the Peace Process (Opapp) said
* the repositioning of MILF combatants in several

harangays, particularlyin Maguindanao, wasmade .

--in order to avoid any “misencounter” between the

pursuing troops and MILF forces.

e -chever,--_-military._.offic-ials--..expresisgd doubts ... om0 orines .
e £ for : " soldiers and the BIFF, the terrarists ran intoa il

whether'the ordered moving away of forces would -

Le followed by MILF commanders on the ground,

noting that such was not usually followed in the -

‘past by some MILF commanders.

Mo less than Defense Secretary Voltaire T.

~ Gazmin said during the Senate hearing on the
Mamasapano debacle that the MILF leadership

hag no control over its fighters. This is princi-

pally the reason behind the massacre of 44 police - .

" commandos iniJanuary last year, Gazmin said,
. Senijor military officers also noted that the re-
positioning of fighters did not cover MILF fighters

in Butigin Lanao del Sur where fightingis ongoing
between soldiers and more than a hundred mem-

Butig is a stronghold of ane of the most senior

" commanders of the MILF, Abdulah Macapaar, alias

Commander Bravo.

The militaryis spearheadinga combination of law
enforcement, election-related and counterterrorism
operations in Maguindanao, Basilan and Lanao del
Sur, a culmination of jts preparation and building up

- of forces in those areas during the past weeks.

_ In Maguindanz2, grbund forces, including the Lst
Mechanized Brigadewere pursuingabiggroup of Bang-

' samoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BLEF) who fought

with soldiers gnarding a government flood-control

project at Barangay Tee in Datu Salibo on February 5.
" While Barangay Tee hasbeencleared fromter-
" yorists, theareais stillbeing cleared from planted

" homemade bombs astroops pursue BIFF members

" who have sought refuge or escaped into adjoining
afeas, some even controlled by the MILF.

_At the height of the sporadic fighting between

lage controlled by the MILF in'thé neighboring -

mcipalitiyéf'mtu-saudiA:mpatuanwae_rethemm o

engaged the pursuing troops. = R
The Opapp said the MILF has repositioned a total
of 1,737 members in Barangays Gawang and Madiain
Datu Saudi Ampatuan and Barangays Tee and Andavit
in Datu Salibo “te give way to the AFP’s [Armed Forces

3 _of’;hePhilippin_es] pursnitoperatit}nsagam_stthéBIFF.” _
ST AT MILE forces in these areas are repositioned to - -
" allow ourarmedforces the freedom tooperateagainst -

‘the BIFF. We want to avoid ‘misencotnters’ between

- thegovernment forcesandthe MILE," the Opappsaid,
. quoting Director Carlos Sol Jr. Sol heads the Govern-

" ment of the Republic of the Philippines Coordinating

‘CommittéeontheCessation of Hostilities Seeretariat,
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. 80 for temporary shelter” he said,
- Sol said that through the ceasefire
. arrangement with the MILE members . -
“of ‘the Banggamoro Istamic' Armed _
Forces in the area were troicdiately
informed and repositioned to prevent

. same municipality - o S
. Amerudditi Usman, ‘a member of -
 the MILF Coordirating Compmittee
on the Cessation of Hostilitiés in La-
nao, said they coordiniated with the:
MILF front commander to declare

_BySandyAraneta

 THE Moro Islamic Lib-
~eration- Front on- Thurs-'

day  declared one of its
strongliolds an evacuation
center for some 500 fami-
- lies caught in the Sighting

- between the Armed Forces _

dits,

| - of the Philippines and ban-

gfoup the -military described as for:

- eign and local terrorises harassed a
* - military camp ‘of the 51st Infantty -

Battalion in Barangay Bayabao, Butig
in Lanao del Sur,

The attack spifled over to a nearby

- village in Barangay Poktan in the

Clashes ertpted on Feb. 20 whena

Barangay Sandab an evacuation cen-
ter.

MILF spokesman Von Al Haq said
they received reports that the group
that harassed the military in Butig
called themselves members of the
ISIS or the Islamic State, - e

- Usman said about 500 families fled
their homes and have found refiige
in Barangay Sandab. Others went to

their respective relatives in the other. .
- barangays away from the fighting. ©..

" "'The “head "of the governments.
. ‘CCCH ‘secretariat Carlos-Sol It said

the barangay wa prepared to ensure
the safety of the evacuecs. “There are
facilities. There are schools, and oth-
er houses where the evacuees could

a nuisciicounter between the military
and the MILE :

The ceasefire between' the govern-
ment and the MILF was first instituted
in 1957. While there had beag ocea-
sional violations over the years, there
were no skirmishes from 201210 2014,

Al Haq said the MILF had no in-
volvement in- the fighting and that

they had no Teason to engage the . e

Jnilitary..ooo
- “We are very sad'aboiit the
in Lando'del Siir” ke'said; -

Top BIAF Commander Abduliah-
Macapaar, also known as “Com-
mander Bravo. denied allegations
that he and his group were involved
in the attack on government soldiers

in Balinciéﬁg and Butig, Lanas del

Sur, He urged the ceasefire commit. . -

- tees of the government and MILF to.
investigate the attacks: -~ 7
A few days ago, MILE Chairman-
- Murad Ebrahim issued a statement -
saying that “the MILF will continue to
.uphold the peace process and ensure -
- that all the gains will be preserved” . .
The Office of the Presidential Ad- -
viser on the Peace Process said on
Feb. 5, the AFP’s 1st Mechanized
Infentry Brigade initiated 2 lsw en-
forcement  operation against the
* Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fight-
ers that traversed thropgh barangays
. Gawang and Madia in the munici-
- pality of Datu Saundi Ampatuan and .
. barangays Tee and Andavit in the -
~ municipality of Daty Salibo, B
-, Before the operation, the MILF
. Iepositioned 1,737 members of jts
- BIAF to give way to the AFP’s pursuit -
‘Operations against the BIFE :
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By Mario J. Maltari

More than 1,000 Moro Islamie
Liberation Front (MILF) fighters
were supposedly repositioned out
of the conflict area in Cenfral
! Mindanao where the military has
‘| been conducting law enforcement
‘operations against various armed
groups. '

The Office of the Presidential

1 Adviser on:the Peace Process .
. ‘in-a.statement,.
/| ‘anndunced thatMiLF‘combatants »

opARP),

were ‘repositioned in several
barangays, particularly in
Maguindanao, fo avold any
miseneounter belween the pursuing
troops and MILF forces.

¢ The OPAPP said the MILF has
repositioned a total of 1,737

Jmembersin Barangays Gawang and -
" Madia in DatuSandi Ampatuan and
Barangays Tee and Andavit in Datu

-Salibo “to give way to the AFP’s
pursuli -operations against the
BIFR

i, “Al BIFF forces in these areas
“are repositioned te allow our
‘grmed forces the freedom to

February 2016

operate against the BIFF. We want
to svnid mis-encounters hatweon
the government forces and the
MILF,” QPAPP said, guoting
Director Carlos Sol Jr., head of the
Government of the Republic of the
Philippines-Coordinating
Committee on the Cessation of
Hostilities {CCCH) Secretariat.
“We repositioned the MILF from
their communities to three

: reposmmmng sxtes,’f: it radded, -
‘naming the forces as: those. from
. .the 105th and 118th Base Commands

and the Interim and National Base
Commands. .
8ol identified the areas as Sitio

* Udsuran, Barangay Kitango, Datu

Saudi Ampatuan; Sitio Diate,
Barangay Pamalian and Sitic

Balbugan, Barangay Pagatin,
:Shariff Saydona Mustapha., . . :
However, mihtary sources.

expreesed doubts if the MILF
fighters will follow the repositioning
order coming from their leaders.
Military sources cited pust
experiences when the MILF
leadership order was ignored by
their fighters on the ground.

" No Iess thanh Defense Secretary
Voltaire Gazmin #214 during the
Senate hearing on the
Mamasapane debacle that the
MILF leadership has no control
over its fighiers, and this'is
prineipally the reason behind the

massacre of 44 police commandos

in January 2015.
Senior military officers also
noted that the repositioning of

fighters did .not. cover MILF
: 'flghters in Buhg n Lanac del Sur..
“wherz there is currently anongoing

fighting between soldiers und a
more than a hundred members of
a terrorist group.

" Butig is a stronghold of one of
the most senior commanders of the
MILF, Abdulah Macapaar alias
Commander Bravo.

~The military is spearheading a

“coribination of Iaw enforcemient,
celection-related atid counter

terrorism operations in
Maguindanao, Basilan and Lanzo
del Sur, a culmination of its
preparation and building up of
forces irn those areas during the

~_past weeks,
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I Maguirdanao, ground forces,
including the lstMerhanized
Brigade were pursuing a big group
of Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF) who fought with
soldiers guarding a government
flood control project at Barangay -
Tee in Datu Salibo on Feb. 5.

While Barangay Tee has beet: *
tleared from terrorists, the ared '
is still being cleared from planted:”

_homemade bombs as troops pursue . :
BIFF members who have saught .

refuge or esdaped into adjoining
areas, some even controlled by the ;
MILF.

At the height of the spviamu i
fighting between soldiers and the~
BIFF, the terrorists ran into a.
barangay controlled by the MILF -
in the neighboring runicipality of»

- Datu Saudi Ampatuan where the: - :
_ 'MILF engaged the pmsumg troups: T

The government did not raise.
the violation of the MILF, '
1t is worth noting that the recent ™

clashes happened after the

“death” of thé' MILF-proposed
Bazngsamore Basic Law before the
16th Congress. .
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Cheating feared with Caiy:
close-in aide at Smartmatic i

rioctinne

Aqmn 3% Lord Mark Malioch Brov*n,
iz the man behind Smartnartiowidch
will control the voting infrastructure
for the May 8, 2016 elections.

Brown, a Cambrldgetramed .
diplomat and former journalist with -

The Economist becamme a lifetime
‘peer in 2007, and had had his share

of woes defendmg his boss, former -

United Nations (UN) Secreta;y Kofi
Annan, whose ofl-for-food program

was savag’ed for the loss:of $567 ..
" gillion.in UN funds for the program -
as well as the $310 million for UN -
;.teacekeepmg operations that could -

ot he accounted for.

i He is closely associated with .

Lnancier George Scrog of the
“Quantum Pand,. :
*3; ‘-In November 2014, Brown also
!hecame the cha:rman of the
'?Lcrndnn based - $G0, the parent
eumpany Lo" Smartmatw &
company that provided automated
vetmg machines in the Philippines
»m 2019 and 2013. -
&, But hismore rele"ant work w
ﬁ’the faniastic registration of 85 pereent

- vaf the voters for.the Feb, 2, 1987
§,g)hgbismf:e onthe 1987 Constltutmn and -

«the, May 11, 1987 elections.

y
%

. péwer?

Aqumo failed to win that o

revelt ousted then

-strongman Ferdinand Marcos Sr.

and installed Ler s revoluticnary
president.

In both exercises, 80 pércent

of registered voters participated.

.- Commenting on the Cory Aquine

' fesortto a quick plebiscite on the _
1887 Charter, the CPP said on the :

Feb, 21, 2016 issue of “Ang Bayan”

_that “the Cory Aquino regime.

revived somewhat the processes of

demﬂﬂl‘&CY by changmg $he
';'Cime the mxhtary and param:lﬂtaxy
. units attacked activists in the cities

" and countryside as early as 1588, .

~Censtitution; reestablishing
.Cerigress, restoring press fréedom
‘and fauriching elections,” -

- T, however, stressed, it did nof -

take loug for the people to see the
-cheating during the Feb. 2, 1687

plebiseite and the May 11 1087
elections, when, unbelievably, 85 -

percent Gf the voters registered

-and 90 percent of them voted.” . .
“Involved inthig Was the now'
--Lord ‘Mark Malloch Brown, a -

-political consultdnt of Corazot
Aquing, who is now the chairman

- of 8GO, the parent company of |

Smartmatic, which owned the
machines used in the 2010 elections

and the ones to be used in the May

2016 elections,” CPP said.

hundreds of political prizonars,

“47 percent and raised the salaries
‘of the members of the Armed |
- Forces of the Philippines (AFP) by

“Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)

* peasants were killed,
_scrapped the peace negonatmns

CoryAqumo aiso restored the '

By Gerry Baldo dotthts that e 3
‘ would be clenn, _
The Communist Party of the According rodiw {:n;_n.uynu :1 ;
Philippines (CPP) has joined 39 group, a cnn;-:‘nll B <?E |4‘n(r" lat .
percent of Filipinos who have  President o o ":r):;\ .
. x%: wdy expressed. serious Tt page . .
me page 1 election, bt the ensuing “people  writ of habeas corpus and freed

“The Cory Aquino regime also
increased the military budge?b‘y"‘

60 percent, which succeeding
regimes also. raised,” the

-communist group noted,

“Under the direction ‘of the
Ieaders of the Pentagon and the

tike:GenJohn: Smglaub and:Ray o

leading off with the brazen
assassinations of Relanda (lalia,

- chairman of the Kilusang Mayo Uno

{KMU) and Bayan secretary general
Lean Alejandro,” the party added.
“While openly calling for .

:reconcﬁw,tmn ‘morethan 15 combat . -
hattalions were assxgned against © .1

the revolutionary forces as early

a5 March 1086,” CPP stressed,

In Mareh 1987, after the
Mendivla Massacre in widch 13
Aguine

with the National Democratic Front
(NDF) and.waged war against the
CPP and the New People’s Army.
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~ AFP officials dusappomted saddened -
by piacmg Edsa museum inside Crame

By Mario J Mallari

7 The Armed Forees cf the' .
_Phlhppmes (AFP) was placed on’

-~ gn-awkward situation with the
sotting up in Camp Aguinaldo of

the Edsa People Power I

Lxperiential MMuseum which
- showcases military abuses during
~ the martial law years.

The miseum, set up in front of

" the Camp Aguinaldo grandstand as

" part of the 30th anniversary-
“‘celebration of Edsa People Power. .

1, contained a supposed “torture

- chamber”; photographs of huridreds
- of missing people; children looking =
uzcfortheir loved - ones, and several
Pl prommen’c activist who were killed.

~ ..;'Thére was 2130 2 room where .

one can peek froi smali holes and

~ would see ongoing party, apparently |

“in reference to the life of the
Marcoses and their eronies.

o In the “torture chamber,”

| -man in uniform doing torture acts

' s hke putting out lighted cigareite
from the skin of a civilian captive

S -calfed “Boy Balaois,” who was
* sanior official told The Tribune.

-Tt’s like hosting an antbmilitary -

atso electracuted and ‘made to
hang in the afr.

Also p{}rfrzycd'm the museum, .

set up by the Edsa People Power

| Commission, were several activists

from variois parts of thé country

;. 'whio described how they were killed . ;
~gkay if it is not here at GHQ -

- (general headquarters). I really feel S
“awkward.”. . B
Ask for his comment Col. Noel -
Detoyato, AFP-Public Atiaivs Office

by government troops during

-geparate -incidents durmg the
" martial law. -

The museum was orlgma!}y

-planned to be set up along White

Plains Avonure, hoeide Fres Penple

Power Monument but was moved

to Camp Aguinaldo..

Many, if not most, of those who

have seen the museum noted that
it was more of an anti-Marcos

piece than promoting the spirit of -
Edsa People Power [ which is unity

and loved of country. ‘
The military was demonized

: ;.h;ghixghtmg its abuses darmg the y
- martiallaw years.. _
- Top-ranking AFP officm.ls who

requested anonymity, were
saddened ansd disappointed by what
they saw in the museum.

“The erganization (AFP) was
placed in the bad light. There

should at least be a transition from

the martial law years to what is

the AFP niow; 4 transformed and.a

very professmnal orgamzatwn

rally right inside the general

headquarters, not for one day but

for four straight days,” another

official saxd
. A mid- rankmg ofﬁcer saxd :t’

chief, said that what was porfrayed

* inthe musenm was the “dark past”

of the 125,000-strong military.
. "“That was the dark pagt of the

military...we want to stress it is

dark and it is past. We now have
transformed and a very transparent

-Armed Forces,” Detoyato said. .
Former Commission on Human

Rights Chairman Etta Rusaies, who

_admitted being a torture vietim R
" during the martial Taw, visited the e

museim and sald she ‘can't help

“fut reminisc on the hardships she .~

ard other fellow activitists suffered
during the Marcos years.
- “Y was a torture vietim as a

young teacher...there were sexual

molestations, electrocution,” said

“Rosales. .
“] remeniber myself bemg R
‘tortured;, I temember my fr;ends--:-_“-'- :

who disappeared,” she added.

Rosales, however, sald thatthe . .

government now is different. I

instituted change, it Yakes care of

human rights.”
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{_-w HA SA BALITA m—-—%

sa Lanao el

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Mlstulang propaganda
war na ang iniivlunsad ng reilitar matapos ang sunud-
sunod na pagkasawi ng mga sunidalo sa sagupaan sa
mga jihadist grovip at rebelde sz lalawigan ng Lanao
del Sur sa magulong Auntonomous Region in Muslim

- Mindanao (ARMM). .

Tatlong sundalo ang nasawi sa labanan sa mga na-
kalipas na araw sa bayan ng Butig kung saan iginigiit

= pg militar na mahigitss 20° Hga Tebeldeang didmans’y
" nasawt at kabilang pa 1o ang isatg Indonésian Je-:

- maah Islamiya militant na nakilalang si Omar Matite:
Ngunit lahat ng pahayag na ito ay paw'ang nakabase

umano sa intelligence report, Gayun:na’y wala na-
mang maipakitang proweba o nals wmz, mga bangkay
eang militar sa Butig,

Patuloy pa rin kahapon ang operasyon ng militar

sa naturang lalawigan ngunit hindi pa mabatid kung

" may mga nadamay ¢ rasawing sibifyan sa karahasan.

Subalit libu-libong katao na ang smasabmg nagsa—

- likas sa naturang bayan, -
R Unang fiapabalitang sumabaii sz’ sagu_paan ang'
" puwersa ng Moro Islamic Liberation Front na siyang
~ .nasa likod din ng ilang mgea atake sa militar sa nasa-
bing lalawigan.

. Kasama rin nito ang Bangsemore Lslamic Free-
dotn Fighters at Khilafali Islamiyah Movement. (Al

" Jaginto)

R DN

FPahina.

<

7 Mariing kinondena
ng Anakpawis Party-7
list ‘ang pinakahuling .

. atakeng ginawa labany
" sa mga Lumad evacu-

ees su United Church of
Christ in the Philippines
(UCCD) sa Haran Conn-
pound sa Davao City

P8 at tinawag pang mas

masahol pa sahayop ang
asal ng mpa nasa likod
Ag pPanununog.

Ayon sa isang opisyal
ng Anakpawisna st Ariel

Casilao, alas-dos ng .

madaling-araw kamaka-

Iawa nang sunugin ang.

-evacuation camp at dor-|

mga kalalakihan.

" Dalawang pashit ang
isinugnd sa ospital mata-
[0S N magtamo ng sugat
dihil sa nangyering pa-
NUNUNOY.

“The ‘perpetrators
are worse than animals,
they are non-humans
-in huthan-ghape form,”

“piitni AnakpaW1s Rep.

“Fernande “Ka'Pando”
Hicap na kasama sa nag-
prosteta para tufulan ang

Republic Act No. 8550

o ang Fisheries Code of
1998 in Quezon City.-

{Aries Cane)

oo

‘miforyo g mga Limad | e
“ng hindipa nakikilalaiigl
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> :_ ""City Mayor Rodrigo R, Duterte:
- 'will fet the military and police act -

" Consider leading civil disobedience
"to protest massive poll fraud, he

Duterte to let p@hce,
.,--:-mmmw act Vs cheatmg

PreSIdentiaI

in case he and other candidatas

fose the presidential race through -

wideepraad cheating,
. Duterte said that while he may

would prefer the military and po-

* lice to address the controversy.

. He said the military intelligence
-community will easily discover poll
_cheating which many information

technology experts belisve hap-

.- pened in the past:two elections;...
. The PDP-Laban. stznda"d bearer--
.aired this position”in -a. meeting - a

' ~with at least 200 businesgimen

Maonday night in Maka¥ City who

~ shelted put P1,000 each for dirner

and hear Duterte discuss national

. Issues with them.

- Adoctor and an IT expert rose

o warn Duterte that the adminis-
L _'E'tratlon shouFd be. expected to resy

candldate Davao o

on- cheatrng to ensure vzctory for
“Its candidate, former Interior and

Locat Govemment Secretary Man-
uel A. Povas 11,

“ am a senjor citizen and I am
atald you might not win because

‘of cheating. The machinery for -
cheating is already on the go, if
that happens are you willing to -
- faunch a countrywide civil disobe-
- dience?” a certain Dr. Sevilla asked -

Duterie, . ‘
Duterte responded: ™ will, if the

predicate is widespread cheatmg ’
- The PDP-Laban chairman said

- thatan extended civit disobedience’
_'pmtest will be difficult ‘to* contral
nd might only result to & confron-
- tation between the protesters and
‘Taw enforcement groups,

“If it becomes very, very clear
that there was cheating, I will ad-

. dress the problem to the military

and the police. -1 leave it fo their

_hands,” he said.

Rafaei Garcna who mtroduced
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- Botong Plnoy votmg procéss, said
fraud will be committed: unless the
" Comnission on FElections agree to

_restore the voter venﬁcataon pa-

pe 'which is

who'is seeking a return to h|s for-
mier-seal.

- “When Comglac voted en banc
to efiminaté the voter verification
Paper trail which is a requirement
-of the law, I knew that was where -

“the hole was going to-be,”. Garcla o

stated (Eem R Rosarse)
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- many. of whom sufferéd tor-

. law, freedom should be nur-.

‘e While'taking potshots at

Won back through the sac-
rifices of the older generation,

ture and death during martial’

tured and protected “so that
. darkness will never consume

“the Philippines once more,”"
Trosident Aquine said yes-

terday in a speech addressing -

. the youth.

“Today, 1 ask the youth:
Take it upon yourselves to
learn of what happened dur-
ing EDSA,” the President said

~at the celebration of the 30th
- EDSA People Power revo-
Iution attended mostly by
. students or the so-called mil-
lennials.

the Marcoses, especially vice:
presidential candidate Sen.
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Aquino
stressed that EDSA 1 was not
about them but the fuiure
generation. ‘

“You will reap the fruits of
whatever future we are sow-
o 'inﬁ today. Let me relate to you

“what my mother once said:

tect a

By AUREA CALICA-

‘the problems we face are our

generation’s. It is our genera-

- tion that has to correct-them.
Your role 15:to prepare your- :

rer

‘the same mistakes;

dent Corazon Aquino.

He eaid todav’s youth are
enjoying the freedoms taken
away from thé generation that
came before them. :

“I{ you reached your
30th birthday while fighting
‘against the dictatorship, you

were already lucky to still be - -

alive. Now, at 30 years old,
your professional life has just
started. You have the freedom

“tovearn and to-save money,”
1o Iove and to start a family’
J=the freedom to dream,” the

President said. .
“You will benefit the most
if vse are able to protect our

" freedom, so, God willing, you

understand the responsibility
you bear,” he pointed out.

“God willing, the freedom . By
- day’s peopie power celebra-'

we-so long dreamed of, will

Il f

3 Adinno
-said, quoting his mother, de-.
mocracyicon and former presi--

-

Page: /jég

never, ever be taken awéy from '
_usonce more,” he maintained. -
- rourl. SonE PRAERRE AT Hesaid as part of the com-
selves better; to avoid making ~“memoration of the 1986 revo- -
Jution, an EDSA PeoplePower -
Experiential Museum hasbeen.~

put up so that today’s young

can experience, “even in a far- .
the craelty of

i

removed way,
the dictatorship.

“I hope that you make the .~ -
most of this chancé t see how
important the freedom and the

democracy vou now hold in
vour hands are,” hésaid: -

he pointed out. -
Energizing
presence

The President was visibly -
energized by the presence of -

young people during yester-

“I believe that the current !

generations are aware- of the
tact that the stature they have =
~reached today is:because.of ... - . ...
‘the:fact that they stand onithe .
efforts and sacrifices. of ‘those
~who have come beforethem,”
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_tlon
Many of them part;c;pated

“in-the ‘traditional Salubun-

. gar with former ‘president |

Fidel Ramos, the members of

_ the military and the police, {:
nurns, priests, rehglous groups, :

among others.

The Salubun gan isa reenactw

ment of the juining of anti-Mar-
cos forces holed up at-Camp /!
Crame and Camp Agumaldo :
in February 1986.. :
" “One-group of: mawhers .

- including the mlhtary ‘and
- Ramos, started from Camp

. EDSA Shrine

| ‘military tanks and the image -
of the Our Lady of Fatima, met

Aguinaldo while the other
groupbeganw alkmg from the

“The'gro hmp]e’ce with

in front of the People Power

Monument at EDSA corner

. White Plains Avenue, where

Ramos reenacted his famous

jump after learning of Marcos’

departure from the Palace. The.
* . celebratory gesture turned out.. -

to be prematurs

the crowd in an emotional
qmgmg £ Handog ng Pili-
pmo $a-Mundo” and ”Bayan

L EDSA revelerq espuzlaliy_

=oung people, tock selfies
jand group photos and ex-
;prEsscLl delight at the brief
‘air show, confetti shower
Arom hehcopterb and musical
‘performances by artists Noel
“Cabangon, Ogie Alcasid and

. Ryan Cayabyab.

~ The: Pres1dent began his
‘speech by picking a few lines
“from thé song “Handog ng
Pilipino sa Mundo” {The
Filipinos’ giit to the world),

Jated the message of EDS

'deﬂlrﬁd freedom *o be taken
again.”

Aquino said although his
family was victimized during
131a1t1a1 law, they were some-
“how miore fortunate than the

-others becanse fhey wite ahle
to visit, thezr father, the Iate :

wB

The President also ]omed-

‘throughev
w far greater't 1
‘can share. ButwhatImH speak |
Js notintended for you, but - -

_which he said fully encapsu- _

“We'will never allow.our 103'\3;,' '

senator Epnlgno Aqumo }r in

detention.
“Others were it so lucky.

Many of You here today went

Wwihing I

of..
for the current UPneratlon that i
expenence% g0 many forms of ©
freedom,” Aquine said. -

“Today, if’ volt are a fresh -
graduate, vou can fly directly -

to Bora’ lBoracay island), or to -
another country, without the - -

authorities keeping watch over
your every move. Yot can go

“out with friends without fear

of breaking the curfew. Being

able to purchase a car or a
condominium is not.a. d1stan’r.._..__. e
. dream. Today, you can acceés, . :
the world's 1riformation with® =

the press of a smartphone but-
ton,” he said.

“Perhaps, given your cur- |
rent situation, it is difficult to -
understand, that, at one point

_in our history, information was :
_"jhard to come by,” thp President
: 5a1d .

atersuffering -
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- Amid the election fever, a senior
R _ieader of the Moro. National Liberation -
' Front (MNLF) has raised concernover
" the welfare of at least five foreigners
"and some Filipinos still in the hands of "

" the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG)in Sulu.
"7 don't really know for sure, but it
seews Lhe government liag forgotten

. the foreign and local Hostages," the.’
' MNLF, leader, W}:lc asked not to be

named, asserted.
He'said the case of the hostages stxll

- bemg held by the ASG may have been
" Jost in “the ongoing election campalgn :

 andthe ‘military offensive in Sulu.”
.. The foreign hostages he was refer-

' ':_ Filipina, Maritess Flor. R
A Dutch bird watcher, Ewold Horn

rmgto include three foreigners—Cana-
g dsel and Re yert Hall and
rtan Sekkingtad - and a.

' " three foreigners, which he later re-- -

_ is also among the foreign hostages af-
‘ter he and Filipino colleague, Lorenzo

' Vinciguerra were abducted in Tawi-

Tawi four years ago. Vinciguerra has

since been able to escape from their 3
'-_captors

".»There, too, is Htalian Rolando del
Torchlo, a former priest who now owns.
a pizza parlor in Dipolog, Zunboanga
del Norte Tewas iurin 1ppnr§ i ﬂr*’rnber

‘lastyear %

The M NLF: Ieader cald he beheved‘

that the foreign captives were ail with
‘various ASG sub-groups’ ‘scattered in
Sulu and are being dragged around in

the jungles as the bandits try to elude

‘relentless military offensives.

ASG sub-leader Hatib Hajan Saw-.

adjaan, whose group is holding the

duced to P00 million.

“four Samal Island captives; hiad earlier
‘demanded a'P3-billion ransom for the

Page: i@

" here am the foreign ASG hostages?

- The source also said the ASG sub-- -
-_ieaders and groups, among them, Al-
-Habsi Misaya, Sawadjaan, Ilo Group
‘(Orphans' Group). and: Ajang-Ajang’

“récognize senior Radulan Sahironas | =
- their overall chieftain and they share._-

: any ransom money they gef with him.:
".THe sub-groups are hélping each
othe] and they can éasily gather some
400 armed fighters: -combined’ 1f they
‘are cornered.
 The MNLF Ieader smd F:3 re¥ahve of
an ASG sub-leader and another source
from the Western Mindanao Command
(Wesimincom) in Zamboanga City pra~ '
vided him with these details. -~ _
He said he spoke with them and
asked if there was any ongoing nego- -
tiation or effort to secure the hostages -
+freedom: : :
My fmnds toid me
-there was 110- negotxat1
lcaderin Sulu said.
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WASHINGTON—The  United
-States, worried by China’s mili-
‘tary buildup to assert domi- |
nance in the South China Sea, .
~will increase freedom-of-navi- -
_ _gauon operations there, a ‘ge-
nior Pentagon official said on:
Wednesday. '

“We will be doing them more; |
‘and we'll be doing them *"nh .
“greater complexxty in the future’
and ... we'll fly, sail and operate :
wherever international law al- :
lows,” Adm. Harry Harris Jr., |
_head of the US Navy’s Pacxﬁc :
USTOSTEP/A20 -

ﬁamﬁndai@s imust state
__ pasman en 8. Ghina -

" shudents, activists protest

AGAiNST CHINA Filipino activises, V’ietnameg nd other Southeast _
" Astan stiidents pici{ct the Chinese Embassy in Makati City on '"“hursday R g@km@% Wﬁm@ﬁ&%& in
+ to protest China’s increasing assertiveness in the South China Sea. . South China Sea/ 20
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Command, told a hearing of the
House  of - Representatives
‘armed services committee,

. “We migst continite to operate i
.. in - the "South China -Sea to"
- demonstrate that Water space’

. and the air above it is interna-
- should be resolved via- dia-

“logue and peacefl means,”

tional,” Harrissaid.

On Tuesday, Harls said in
comments coinciding with a vis-
it to Washington by Chinese

Foreign Minister Wang Yi that =

China was “changing the opera-

“tional landscape” in the South =

" China Sea by deploying missiles

and radar as part of ah effort to-

: xmhtanly dominate East Asia.
He said -China was mﬂztanz—

Earthto thmko herwxse

China insists its military facil- -

ities in the South China Sea are
“legpat and appropriate.”

_On Tuesday, in an apparent
refererice o US patrols, Wang
said Begmg hoped not to see
" more’ closéup  reconnaissance,

or the ‘dispatch’ of thissile” de--'

: s'a“overs or strategzc bombers

Candid dlscussmn
Wang met with US Natlonal

‘Security Adviser Susan Rice on

. Wednesday ‘and they “candidly

discussed” ‘maritime issues, the -

White House said in a statement.
. Rice emphasized strong US
support for freedom of naviga-
tion. and urged China to deal

*group in thie region. ' :
“We could consider puttmg an-

with regional concerns, the
statement said.
- - China’s ‘official Xinhua news

agency said of the meeting that

~‘both countries believed all sides ..

should ‘work hard to maintain
the ‘peace and stability of the
South China Sea.:

““The South China Sea issue

Xinhud added

'US deterrent

“Harris, - asked what more

could be done to deter milita--

rization; said the United States
coitld deploy more naval assets,

~although theré were significant
_ “ﬁscal dlplomatlc and polmcai g
hina Sea; and “ihu

other (attack) submarine out
there, we could put additional
destroyers forward ... there are a
lot of things we could do, shert of

- putting a full carrier strike group

in the Western Pacific,” he said. -

"China " claims “inost’; of the
7 South' Chma Sea

through
which more than $5 trillion in

" global trade passes every year.

The Philippines, Vietnam, Ma-

“laysid, Brunei and Talwan have
: rival claims.

Harris’ commehts carie a day
after he said China had de-

“ployed surface-to-air missiles

on Woody Island in the South
China Sea’s Paracel island chain

and

U near mtxﬁmai islands Ch

radars on Philippine-
claimed Calderon Reef (inter-
national name: Cuatrteron Reef)
in the Spratiy islands furthez to

.the south

Dlsturbmgtrend _
On' Tuesday, Harrig'

ployment. of advanced fighter

“airerzft to Woody Trlond was
part of a disturbing trend that -

was inconsistent with Beijing’s

" commitment -to-aveid ‘actions
:that could escalate disputes.:
Last month, a US Navy de- -
stroyer carried out -a pattol -
within 22 kilometers of Triton
JIsland in the Paracels, a move
'Chma called) p1 ovocatzve -

built in theé Spratlys, including
by two B-52 strategic bombers
in November.” _

- China and the United States
have been tradihg accusations
over militarization in the South

. China Sea, wherte -islets, reefs . t :
“miestically pmducecf “missile"
“frigate this week.” '

and atolls‘are believed to be sit--

‘ting atop vast deposits of ail and’

natural gas.

The thetoric has heated up .

since it emerged last week that
China deployed antiaircraft
missiles - on - Woody . Islarid,
which is also claimed by Viet-
nam and Taiwan.

China denies it has aggres-
sive intent, Its foreign ministry
on Tuesday reasserted Beijing’s

: “com-
mand said Chinia’s repeated de-

right to develop its South China
Sea island outposts, saying it
has sovereignty over them.

 On Thursday foreign ministry

- spokesperson Wu Qiansaid Chi-

na “really needs” its defenses in
the South China Sea and ac-
cused the Uhited’ States of mili-- .

-tarizationinthe waterway

“The United States is the real
prometer of the militarization of
the South China Sea,” Wu said.

" “China’s construction of mili-
tary facilities on the islands and
reefs of the South China is real-
lyneeded,"hesaid. .- .

The Philippines, 4 US treaty
ally, has challenged China’s ex- -

" cessive claims in the South Chi-:
~na-Sea in the United Nations
50 Permanent:Courtof Arbltration :

< n"“he Hagn 3

"“China has” ignored the pro- B

"c:eedmgb but the court has pro-

ceeded to hear the case and is
expected to hand down a ruling
later this year. _

On  Thursday, the People’s
Liberation Army Daily reported
that China commissioned a do- -

The paper sa;d the fmgate
with a displacement of more
than 4,000 tons, has powerful
long-range surveillance and an-
tiaircraft capabilities.

Ships of that kind can be used

alone or along with other naval ©

forces to attack enemy surface
ships, the report said. Reports
from Reuters and AP
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China hits forelgn press repm*tage on sea dlspme

* China ‘has Eashed back at the foreign media ac- -
' cusmglto “ selecuvelyexaggerahngwhatthengnt

to report” while

port” with regard to the cztua-

tion in the West Philippine Sea

. particarly China’s perceived

expansion of maritime claim

in the said region.
In a press briefing in Bei-
. - jing,atranseript of which was
. . posted it the official website of
the Chinese Embassy in Ma-
. nila, Chinese Foreign Ministry
' SpokESperson Hua Chunying

.noted in particular that many -
T members of the mternatlon

press are “quite interested” in issues
pertaining te China’s actions in disput-

edislands, particitdarly the depioyment‘ '

- of military assets to the said areas.
‘Hua was reacting to a question that et
cited reports about China’s move to -

send fighter jets o one of the islands

" in the Parace! chain,

“T want to stress that the Xxsha Is-
lands (Chinese name for Paracel) are

partof China’s territory with no dispute
_at all,” she stated.

“Construction and deployment on
China’s own territory is totally within
China’s sovereignty and perfectly
justified.”

According to Hua When the formgn

...press reports. about what China.is,
i df»*ploymg to the dlsputed South China

Sea it should aIso note that some coun-
tries have likewise deployed “qmte a

~ few radar and military facilities in the
" past decades on the islands and reefs .|

that !;hey ilegally seized from China.”
It is hoped that friends from
the press would stuy sensible and

- cool-headed and write objective and
.impartial reports,” said Hua addmg

that the international media should
learn to present an “objective and
accurate picture of the whoie thmg to
the public.” :

‘Foreignmedia outlets earlier quoted
the US State Department in its reports
thata February 18 commercial satellite

. image showed that Chinese missiles ]
.were recently. deployed to: another:_- i

contested isiand Wooqy Islana
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~ US to boost South China Sea
freedom of navigation moves

WASHINGTON. - The United.

States, which is worried by China’s
military buildup to assext domi-
pance in the South China Sea, will

“increase freedomrof-navigation op--

“erations there, a senior Pentagon
‘oificial said on Wednesday.

. “We will be doing them .
more, and we'll be doing them-

with greater complexity in the
future and ... we'll fly, sail and
operate wherever international
law aflows,” Admiral Harry Har-
ris, head of the US Navy's Pa-

" cific' Command, told a hearing

of the House of Representatives

- Armed Seérvices Committee. -
- “We st continue to operate

in the South China Sea to dem-
onstrate that water space and
the air above it is intemnational,”
Harris said. :
On Tuesday, Harris said in:
comments coinciding with @

. visitto Washington by Chinese,

See US> PageB2

- US

Foreign Minister Wang Yi that China was
“changing the operational Iandscape” in

“the South China Sea by deploying missiles
“ind radar as part-of an effort to-militarily

- dominate East Asia. Ll
Chirta says its military facilities in the South
China Sea are “legal and appropriate,” and
on Tucsday, in an apparent refesence to
US patrols, Wang said Beiiing hoped not to
see more closeup reconnaissance, or the

dispatch of missile destroyers or strategic

bombers.

- Wang met withUS national security

‘adviser Susan Rice on Wednesday and. .

‘they “candidly discussed” maritime
issues, the White House said in a

statement. Rice emphasized strong US
support for freedom of navigation and

urged China to address regt

China’s official Xinhua news apency

eaid of the meeting that both countrics

helieved ail sides should work hard to
maintain the peace and stability of the
South China Sea.

“The South China Sea issue should be
resolved via dialogue and peaceful means,”
Xinhua added.

Harris, asked what more could be done -
to deter mi_iitariz’ation,- sald the United.

kel aud ] naj con-.

States could deploy more naval assets,

‘although there were significant “fiscal,

diplomatic and political hurdles” in the
way of stationing a second afrcraft cagrier
group in the region.

roWe eotld ‘consider putting aftother(ate

tack) submarine out there, we could put
“additional destroyers forward .. there arc a
lot of things we could do, short of puiting

a fuil carrier strike group in the Western
Tacific,” he said,

China claims most of the South China
Sea, through which more than $5 trillion
in global trade passecs every year. Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei, the Philippines and Tat- |

~wan have rival claims. - Reufers - .. ...
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Drug pusher killed, 2 ASG members captured in Jolo shootout

A suspected drug pusher was killed while two alleged members of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) were
- captured during a shootout with government troops in the province of Sulu on Thursday.

- Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, Joint Task Group Sulu commander, said the shootout {ook p!ace around 1{} 30
Craam Thursday in SitIO Umque Barangay Busbus Jolo town.

E Arro;ado said th@ vhm su*:pectcd drug pusher rem'!mhd unidentified. qu remains wore broug 1o the
nolice headguarters in Jolo,

- Arrojade identified the two arrested suspected ASG meinbers as Al-Aziz Hadjiru Binang, 24, and Annuar
.. .Dalawis Hamid alais Totoh, 25. Both are followers of Indanan-based ASG sub-leader Alden Bagade.

" He said the shootout ensued when the policemen were fired u‘pdn while they were responding to an
intelligence report about the presence of the suspects in a drug den in Sitio Unique, Barangay Busbus,

Jolo.

--'._He saxd the respondmg troops havn recevered frorn the drug den one K»GQ pzstol one sumuraf sword and

“' drug paraphernalia.
He said the captured two swspected ASG members were takeﬂ to the pance headquarters in Ioio for

appropriate action.
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* " :MILF repositions troops to assist AFP.in BIFF pursuit
~ The military wing of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) have repositioned more than a thousand of
its fighters in several barangays to avold a mis-encounier as the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
-, continues its law enforcement operations against the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) and
~other terz‘orzst groups operatmg in the province. _
L-ast February 5, the AFP’s 1st Mechanized Infantry Brigade initiated a law enforcement operation against
':' the BIFF that traversed through Barangays Gawany and Madia in Datu Saudi Ampatuan municipality and
- Barangays Tee and Andavit in Datu Salibo town. Prior to the operation, the MILF repositioned a total of
1,737 members of its Bangsamoro islamic Armed Forces (BIAF) to give way to the AFP’s pursuit
operations against the BIFF.

© “All BIAF forces in these areas are repositioned to allow our armed forces the freedom to opérate against -
the BIFF. We want to avoid mis-encounters between the government forces and the MILF ” said Director
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Carlos Sol Jr., Head of the GPH Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities {(CCCH)
Secretarial. “We repositioned the MILF from their communities to three repositioning sites.”

Established in 2003, the CCCH is tasked with monitoring the implementation of the ceasefire agreement
between the government and the MILF. Aside from resolving complaints over ceasefire violations so that
small skirmishes do not intensify, the CCCH is also instrumental in maintaining peace and order in
communities with members of the MILF.

The sites mentioned by Dir. Sol include Sitio Udsuran, Brgy. Kitango, Datu Saudi Ampatuan; Sitio Diate,
Brgy. Pamalian and Sitio Balbugan, Brgy. Pagatin, Shariff of Saydona Mustapha, Maguindanao. The more
than one thousand BIAF members are from the MILF’s 105th, 118th, and the Interim and National base

commands.
- Meanwhile, civilians affected by the law enforcement operation composed mostly of famiilies of the -
' _-reposmoned BIAF combatants are being assisted by the Autonomous Region in Musiim Mindanao- -

Humanitarian Emergency Action and Response Team (ARMM-HEART), the provincial government of
Maguindanao, and the Departmant of Social Welfare and Development {LSWD).

- Majority of the civilians are tempaorarily staying with their relatives in Barangays Madia, Dapiawan,
Kitango, and other secured areas. The DSWD 12, through the CCCH, have been providing those affected
- by the repositioning with provisional food packs every ten days. The CCCH said that the DSWD 12 will be

- assisting until the situation normalized.

" 8ol explained that the repositioning was an excellent example of how the coordination between
government and MILF forces was pivotal in the conduct of law enforcement operations and preventmg -
. mis-encounters. The MILF, on the other hand, has expressed it$ contmued commttment in asszstmg the

" Philippine goverpment in its pu rsuit of the BIFE.

B {T]he par‘mershxp [betwee'z the govemment end the MZLF} is on becauee the peace agreement and [ihe]
ceasefire agreement did not collapse,” said one MILF member assigned to the CCCH.

: The ongoing AFP operation is near the so-called SPMS Box ~ Salbo, Pagatin, Mamasapano, Shariff
Aguiak- where about 6,000 BIAF members and their families reside. Sol said the MILF has given

_- | - assurances that in case the pursmt operatron would spread the MELF wouid a!so be willing and ready to NS
e ___reposation the:rforoes there o : . SR e
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" F’AF participation graces 30th EDSA People Power anniversary
' M;iutery pamupatlon especially the Philippine Air Force {(PAF), was ve;’y mueh ewdeni during the 20th |
anniversary of the EDSA-1 People Power Revolutivn Thursday morning.

| “This includes a high-speed opener pass of two FA-50PH "Fighting Eagle" light-interim fighter alrcraft
which took place at 7:46 a.m. as President Benigno S. Aquino Ill was being given the traditional military
honors at the People Power Monument.

This was followed by the dropping of yellow confett; of two UH-IH "Huey" helicopters during the traditional

o "Salabungan" rites which demonstrated the consolidation of military and civilian sympathizers of the revolt.

-This took place at 8:33 a.m.
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The military contingent was headed by former president Fide! V. Ramos while the civilian re-enactors were
led by Bobby Aquino, son of the late senator Butch Aquino, one of the people instrumental in starting the
EDSA People Power Revolution.

A Simba armored fighting vehicle, bedecked with yellow flowers, was one of the highlights of ihe
estimated 600 military personnel participating in the "Salubungan” ceremonies.

At 8:43 a.m., a fly-by consisting of 15 SIAl-Marchetti SF-260FH trainer aircraft, trailing red, yeliow and biue
smokes, passed overhead the skies over the EDSA People Power Shrine followed shortly by three Bell
412 combat utility helicopters and three attack version of the AgustaWestland AW-109 helicopters.

Armed Forces of the F’hmppmes public affairs office chief Col. Noel Detoyato said the participation of the
military’s brand-new air asset highlighted the AFP's transformation and capabmiy upgrade.

o _."The {high-speed opener pass of the FA SOPH) is just to hlghilght AFPS transformation and capabmty :
. (upgrade)," he added. .

. Detoyato said the demsuon to use the two brand-new ;ets is to show F;hpmos that the AFP Modermzatmn "
Program is now taking off. '

""Arzci while the (FA-DOPHS) al.,u'made an appearance durmg the S0 AFP anniversary last DeC 21, 201458
at Clark Air Base, Pampanga, it had to be repeated so that Filipinos could see and fee! that thair AFF’ has

o (mdeed) transformed,” the AFP public affairs office chief stressed.

. www.inguirer.net

[EE 'Gang leader lmked to Abu Sayyaf may walk free

KOTA KINABALU -~ Notonous cros&border kldnap gang leader Kadaf Muktadil cou!d walk free from a..

o southem Ph;%rppmes police lock-up if Filipino. prnsecutors fail fo secure the- or:gmal Mqiaysxan warrani of afrest

- jssued by a magistrate’s court in Sandakan.

Lawyers for Katlafi, who took part in the kidnapping of beheaded Sarawakian engineer Bernard Then Ted Fen,
~ have applied {o the Philippines court for his reiease because the arrest warrant submitied by the prosecutors
- was mere[y a photostated copy... C

e 'The iawyezrs have f ted an urgent motson c)f habeas corpus seekmg Kadafz g ;mmedrate freedom

. They also argued that Kadaﬂ who s key pfayer in the Muktad;i brothers gang imked to the Abu Sayyaf terror
group, shouid he freed as there was no extradition fre aty between Malaysia and the Fhilinpines.

- However other Filipino officials say that if Malaysian authontles wanted Kadafi o face kidnapping charqes no

.' “Sabah they could try using tf‘e Mutual Legal Assistance treaty under Asean to seek his extradition.

. Jofo pohce chigf Ma;or Junpikar Sitin toid The Star thay hoped that Malaysian authorilies would send the
original arrest warrant as a photostated copy might not he accepted by the court.

- “We have submitted a photostated copy but if is quite a weak document for us to argue our case in court and
detain h;m further,” Major Sitin sazd
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He added that Kadafi remained in custody under Jolo police pending the conclusion of their investigations into
other kidnapping cases.

Kadafi and his brother Mindas were part of the kidnap gang which snatched Then, 37, and Thien Nyuk Fun, 50,
manageress of Ocean King Seafood restaurant, in Sandakan on May 14 last year.

Thien was released on November 8 while Then was beheaded by the Abu Sayyaf gunmen after ransom
negotsations collapsed on November 17.

Kadafi was arrested by Philippines security forces at a hospital in Jolo after he was injured following a
motorcycle accident on November 28,

His arrest was seen asa major breakthrough in efforts by both the Ph:iappmes and Maiaysna to cripple the gang

o _;imked to cross- borcfer Kidnappings.

Two oth@r Mukladir brothers, Nikson and Badong, who are members of the gang based in the southern
Fhilippines’ Tawi Tawi chain of islands, remain at large.

 www.philstar.com °

- Abu Sayyaf member among captured in Jolo shootout

__ __By Roel Pareno .

o __ZAMBOANGA CITY Phtitppmes At least two suspects mctudmg a member of the Abu Sayyaf group,

- were captured while another was Killed in a shoctout Thursday with the police forces in Jolo, Sulu, security -
official said.

The firefight came when intelligence unit of the Joint Task Group Sulu (JTGS) menitored an armed man
while casing in against Abu Sayyaf bandit Annuar Dalawis Hamid, 24, a member of the Indanan- based

i Abu Sayyaf sub leader Atden Bagade

S Brxg. Gen. Atan Arrc:jado, JTGS commander, said elements of the Jolo Mijnicipa'! Police Station who
immediately verified the information at Sitio Unique, Barangay Rushus were shot by the aunman
- apout 10:30 a.m.

" He said the brief firefight erupted that left the unidentified suépect killed while his two other cohorts were
~arrested. :

_ The arrested suspects were Hamid also known as Totoh and Aziz Hadjirul Binang.

The police recovered from the suspect a KG9 machineg pistol, a samurai sword and drug paraphernalia
inside the drug den.
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