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133 Abu Sayyaf killed, 164 wounded in Sulu in
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BIFF launches simultaneous attacks on New
Year's Eve in Maguindanao
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Pope: Media should give
more space to good news

VATICAN CIrY—The media -
should give more space to pos1-
tive, . inspirational stories 1o
couﬁterbalance the preponder-
ance of evil, violence and hate
in the world, Pope Francis said -

on Thursday in his year-end
.80
- refugees:: foréed to- leave their
men, women and @
: POPE/A!S :

mEessage.
Francis - led about - 10, OOO

worshippers in a traditional .
year-end solemn “Te. Deum -_ e

Friday.

GOOK) TiDINGS Pope Francis makes the sign of the cross as -~
celebrates a New Year Massin St. Peter s Bas:llca at the Vatrca 1

vesPers service of thanksgmng ;
“in St. Peter’s Basilica.

In ‘hi§  brief ‘homily,’ Francis .
gaid the outgomg year had been :

marked by many tragedies, -

- «(There has been) violence, .
death; unsPeakable suffering by -

‘many.. innocent - people,

ouni:rles

L S_emrity.has--beenl ery tight:
at the Vatican since the Nov 43171
Paris artacks iri-which 130: peo—_.

.From pageAl -

ch:ldren Wlthout homess
or means of support,”he said.

- ‘But he 'said there had aiso
been “so'many great gestures of

goodness” to  help’ those ‘in

cause) good thmgs don't mak
news P '

to be “obscured by the: ar
gance of evil”
The Atgentine Pope marki

i:he thu"d New Years seasang':

lence” the- world had seeri in’

2015 without giving exatnples

Butin‘his'Christmas: message---i.;
last Week he urged the wor_ld to.

ple were k1lied

“He said the medla hould ot

_ ;hit Rome the c1ty of Whlch he is
aiiow stich gestires of solidarity . -

Page: ]A‘i

 Police are chécking the bags

ciof people:as they: approach the
-.'fo()d i

Vatiean aréa-and:then haveito

“go through'additional, airpott-

'tyle screening if: they want'to’
entet St Peter’s Square or St_

_Pe‘cersBasﬂma o
‘need, “evenif they -are not o
television ‘news programs (be-

_Corruptzon scanda i e

" Francisalso condemned a po-_
litical . corrupnon scandal that
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Man dies aﬁei‘huing

‘GO Odby e Phih-pp ine,g’

By SHEILA CRISDSTOMO

“CGoodbye Philippines”
proved fatal to aman who, ina
drunken stupor, hugged the gi-
ant firecracker after lighting it.

He was dectared dead onar-
rival at the Ospital ng Maynila
al 2 am. yesterday.

The hospital did not dis-
close the identity of the victim,
but reports identified the only
firccracker fatality as 45-year-
old Ronald Vericio of Buenos

Aires 5t., Sta. Mesa.

His pariner Kristina Serrano
said he put his arm around
the Goodbye Philippines mo-
ments after lighting it and the

firectacker explodedinhis face. 1y, g police crackdown on  packaging
“illegal firecracker stores .- country. Pic
contributed to the sharpdrop - -
- in reports of injuries.
. .. Eighteen-year-old Vincent:
‘Pangan from Tondo, Ma--
nila was also treated at the’
CJRMMC after he was-hit by
" astray bullet on the'left leg.
©© Pangansaid he was walk- were
" ing in Pritil Matket in Tondo 35 he:
at around 10'p:m: with'some" and:
‘friends when he felt some-- - Nir
"thing hit his rightleg.

4{¢ was like soméone

. .Goodbye Philippines also

- tore off the leg of another man

“who stepped on the banned
firecracker in Manila, The
34-year-old man was rushed

to the Jose Reyes Memorial
Medical Center. :
JRMMC officer-of-the-day
:Felipa:Acebedo said the pa-
‘Hent's leftleg had to be ampu-
tated. The lower part of the leg
down to the foot was mangled
and nearly severed.
“Inblast injuries, body parts
are usually mangted and it's

hard to put them back together,”

she said in Filipino.

He was one of the more

than 300 people treated for
firecracker injuries and stray

bullets from Dec.21-up to

. New Year's Eve, the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) said
yesterday. -

HealtH“:Secretary Janette

‘Gatin said: the number of-
injlired brotught to-different

Fospitals:~ four for injuries

fromm stray bullets - was more

than half lower than last year.

“There are’ 384 cases 'as of -

(yésterday) morning. We are

very happy that it is 53 per-

cent lower than the previous
yeat..And if we compare it
with the past five years’ data,
it is'57 percent lower” Garin
said'ina press briefing.' =

“‘Garin said a “confluenice
of factors” - including the

downpour on New Year’s
Eve, the vigorous anti-fire-
cracker campaign of the DOH

ptnchied me in the leg and
when ['look at my leg, it was
bleeding. 1 thought T was hit

by firecrackers but when my’

uncle checked the wound, he
realized it 'was caused by a
Bullet,” hé added. + = -7

TAs of 6ram. yesferda’y,'_ A

~report from the DOH Epi-
~demiology Bureau showed

the ‘illegal firecracker piccolo

* caused 219 of the 380 fire-

cracker-related injuries. The

others were due to five-star
(four percent), kwitis (nine:

percent), Iuces (four percent)

hotise
2 There was noteport of poi-

~"Most ‘of the injured were
from the National Capi-
tal Region (NCR) with 243

- cases; followed by Bicol
region:with-31: cases and
Calabarzon with 27 cases.In
NCR; most cases were from

Manila, 73; Quezon City; 46;

14 years old. “We have to
deter the entry of piccolo in
our counfry because without
piccolo, there will be fewer to
almost nil firecracker related
injuries,” she said. - .

She added that piccolos
were smuggled into the coun-
try and repackaged.
appear that they

‘in‘Bulacan: " "
~4This makes

 pinpoint (the source) because

the

y have. .

the country,” shesaid: ...
‘Records also’showed 246

ot 65.percerit of the.cases in-

uries. Fhere

a
Vizcaya had to amputate three -
fingers of ani eight-year-old boy
wounded by kwitis blast. Kuwitis
is d-legal firecracker. "

- The four stray bullet in-
juries include a 48-year-old
woman from Valenzuela City

who was hit onher right side

while sleeping inside their

sohing from fireworks inges-

“tion, the DOH said;

- THegal firecrackers account-

ed for 273 of ‘the 380 cases

‘while 87/ cases were due to.

legal fireCrackers.:

Army Core Purpose: Serving the pe tinel hospitals of the DOH '
',’,; nationwide. ~ S
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Possible increase

The DOH said the cases,
while iess than the previous
year's, might swell in the com-
ing days with cases of children
getting injured by unexploded
or discarded firecrackers that
they had picked up. -~
. “We request the. parents
to watch over their children::
Don't let them pick up fire-:
crackers. Although the fir-
crackers have been soaked:
in the rain, they will get dry-
and can still'explode,” Garin-
warned.

She also advised the pubhc
to turn over discarded or un-
exploded firecrackers to the
potice for proper disposal. -

She also advised the public
to get vaccinated against {eta-
nus if they sustain even minor
wounds or burns to prevent
infection.

“We sometimes have the
tendency to ignore minor
burns and wounds but when
it comes to firecrackers, we

.cannot.do that. Even.a small
~wound could get mfected o
:Garin maintained. .

She also said the rains may
have helped clear the qmog
-caused by fireworks.

“We have some data on’
respiratory cases but we can:!
not categorize if it*is an at<
tack caused by fumes or an
‘allergy caused by the food:
that we have heen eating this
holiday,”he added.

Data shows 83 cases of re-
spiratory illnesses at the Lung
Center of the Philippines, East
Avenue Medical Center and
Jose Reyes Memorial Medical
Center on New Year’s Eve.

The cases included asthma

attack, pneumonia and diffi-

culty in breathing. - o
Praises from: Ney

With reports of fewer fire-

cracker injuries, President
Aquino commended the Phil-
ippine National Police (PNP)}
for what he called a job well
done in preventing the ram-

The President relayed the

commendation to PNP chief

Director General Ricardo’
Marquez in a text message.
The President called Mar- -
quez’s attention 'to Garin's
report.that.cases of fire-"
cracker injuries Went down’i_ :

sharply.

“Ric the ff 16 from }anette o
Garin. Cotigratulations and ™

Pls pass thé job:well done
to all. Happy, New Year,”

Aquino’s text message read.
Marquez passed the mes-

sage to all police regional,
provincial and station com-

manders nat10nw1dr;

Marquez's text message':?
to his men stated “fm the’
Chief, PNP for widest dis~

semination. Gentlemen this

Lone was from no less tham.
the President himself.” =+

~ Garin.also informed the’

- President of the role played
by the PNP in'limiting fire~
cracker injuries. “The config= -

cations done by PNP helped

a lot- Happy New Year 5i,” -
Garin said in-a text meqsage’

to' President Aquirio. :
IntSansfuwan; Mayor

-Gula Gomez also thanked .
‘the local police: and fire- -
men for what she called”
peaceful ‘and: orderly cel-:
ebration of the New Yea ;

in‘the city: :
“Meanwhile i Bocau'

Bulacan, ‘unsold illegal five--
crackers and pyrotechnics
products were distributed -

for free to revelers.

Ovexmzed firecrackers

were reportedly being given

‘awayv for free hours before .
‘midnight as strict’ police”

~monitoring“prevented un-
-scrupulous-busineéssmen

+ fromi- seihng thelr products-
- openly '

Bt Queznn C;ty Pohce

Dlstnct (QCPD) difector
‘Chief Supt. Edgardo Tinio:
.- said that the police only

~confiscated illegal fire-
ccrackers during their op-

. eration atid let the sellers:
- g0 as their “heart softened”
by the thought that sellers
 ofillegal firecrackers have
Calso’invested mioney in
“selling then 1llega1 prod-

ucts..

He said - that whzie it s'

‘the police’s matidate to ar-

ple violating.

: ec:hmc devxces

“voucan’surmise that thers .

isa human 51de in the op—
eratxon '

Under RA f183 persons :
: Caught manufacturmg, sell~
dng, distributing and pur-.
- chasing illegal firecrackers.
may be imprisoned from six .

months o a'year, and ma

- be.fined P20,000'to P30,000.
= With Cecille Suerte Feli-
~.pe; Non Al
" Efren'Lazaro, ‘Ric Sapnu,:

: Janvic: Mateo ‘Michelle”
. Zoleta ‘Bva szperas, Aites:
‘mio Dumiao; Celso’ ‘Ambo;

‘Rie: Sapnu, Ghio Ong,

’qultran Ramion:

Perseus Echemmada, ‘Ce-
sar: Ramlrez, Robertzon

. -'Ramlrez

or the

pant sale of 1liegal ﬁrecrackers
OF e T kFFAiRS - Email add ‘oacpa.ammy2012@gmail.com - TeE 10. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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. of Caraga region, Army Sgt.
¥ Adriano de la Peha Bingil
Wwas relpased by the New People’s

e ..%\m 3

Army (NPA) somewhere in Durian, Las
Njeves town, Agusan del Norte before :

New Year’s Rve.

year, Bingil was released to Agusan
Del Norte Rep. Lawrence Lemuel H.

Fortun. Davao City Mayor Rodrigo™
Duterte. Municipal Crisis Committeg”
Head Ronaldo (lorvera, mayor of San

Luis, Agusan del-Sur, and members of
the relfigious sector. = -

An NPA custodial force tumed over
the Army soldier to the group and hiS
tamily Friday afternoon. o

acting commander Brig. Gen. Paul T

Infantry (Unite N’ Fight) Brigade, at
the Advance Command Post (ACP) of
the 4th ID here.

The released soldier was imme-

© “Thank God that I am again re-
united with my family. I missed them
so much,” said a teary-eyed Bingil who

had his first meetmg W’ith hlS W?.fe since’:
"-'h1s capmre i
" According to Fortun the :'-NPA
; armed wing of the Communist Party of *
'the Philippines (CPP), freed Bingil in
- the hope that the government will go f ridi
“packto the negotlatmg table to end the ¢
- ‘copimunist group’s 47 years of armed -
= ~:strnggle in the Philippines. :
- Bingil was later received by Fourth'.;:_' L
Iinfantry (Diamond) Division @h I

“Peace is a key factor for develop

'ment and. progress and fighting is not
“the solution in ‘achieving

Atal-and (‘ol Cresente W. Mahgmat o
deputy commander of the Army’s 401st

this elﬁ'sn}ebe'ace,."’ the snlb'h added.
“But decording to Lt Col Rey Pasco,

commanding officer of the Army’s.
- Fourth Civil Military Operatmns Battal-

ion based at Camp Bacasihere, the NPA

~wag-“pressured by ‘the peace-loving
diately brought to Camp Evangelista -

people’df Caraga regmn o release the
- Station Hospital in Cagayan de Oro City

~ kidnapped soldier”
- for medical checkup and treatment of ..
' possible ailments.

In what Lhe military described =
as a gesture of peace for the coming.’

"What the NPA did was plain lﬂdnap
and itis acrime pumshable by law.
8, We appremate theu' ges-

motorcycie on hls way fo an
social, peace and development

- program when flagged down by some .

30 arme:_i men on a mumczpal road n
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del Norte province.

Cpl. Adrianc de la Pena B1ng11 .

Jt. of the Army’s 26th Infantry
Battalion was kidnapped by the
communist guerrillas in the out-
skirt of San Luis, Agusan del Sur,
on September 19, 2015. -

Bingil was on his way to the
town of San’ Luzs to send money
to his family in Cagayan de Oro
City, 'when seized and held cap-
tive for over four months by the
NPA rebels.

During the turnover rztes n
‘Las Nieves, the last town.of Agi- . - :f_nnposed by the'i
- san del Ncrte, Duterte said that .

one of the reasons of ‘the birth

of an insurgency in the country
is the rampant. corruptmn in the
government '

“Ican assure you that, if elected
president, the weeding out of cor-
ruption. and-corrupt public ser-
vantsis on top of the agenda of
my admm;stratmn, Dutertesaid.

The Army soldier, clad in white -

shirt with a red POW (Prisomer of
War) markmg, Iooks good, but has
obviously lost welght

Bishop Felixberto Calang, of -

the Iglesia Filipina Independiente
(IFI), who heads the Third Party
Facilitator, has negotlateci forthe
release of Bmgﬂ after the family
sought the bishop's assistance.
He said tha_t_had the govern-
ment granted the request for a
10-day suspension of military and

_ ns overcapnve :
Arn y soldier to Duterte

AS ~NIEVES, Agusan del’
'LNofte —The New People’s

Army (NPA) on Thurs- =~
day turned over a captive Army -

soldier to Davao City Mayor Rodri- ©
go R, Duterte'ts a town'in Agusan" Do

" until JanuaryB 2018.

_pol1ce operatlons angﬂ couidhave
“been released earlier in Decemiber.
Calangsaid that the Thitd Party
Facilitator and the NPA agréed to
‘release Bingil during the duration
of the cessation:of hoshhtles_-;_

NPA starting December!

“There isno fitting gi the

'_ famlly of Bingiland the rest of the
Christeridom celebrates the New

Year's Eve mldnzght Thursday, :

___Calang said.

" On Novembér 20 2015 the

_ Thlr(i Party Fac111tatoralsowarked_ ;

in coordlnatlon with' the: Iocal'

governmerit crisis committee for

the release of Pfc. Adornis Jess

~Lupiba who is also from Cagayan _

de Oro City. - .
Calang said that Lup1ba, of the :
army’s 581B; was snatched during -

a firefight with the NPA in the-

moiintains of Gmgoog Clty some-

time in July 2015.

Lupiba was turned over to the"
Third Party Facilitator after being

held for four months by the NPA

rebels, Calang said. PHA .
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NPArebels
free soldier
held captive
for 3 months

TAGUM CITY-—Communist rebels’
released on New Year's Eve a sal-
dier who was seizéd by the rebels
more than three months ago, mili-
tary officials on Friday confirmed,
Sgt. Adriano Bingil was re-
ceived by local officials; Jed by

Davao _ City . Mayor .. Rodrigo -
Duterts, in Las Nieves towi), Agu-
san del Norte province, on Thurs- -

day, said Capt. Joe Patrick Mar-
tinez, spokespetsoti of the Army’s
4th Infantry Division (ID)..
Bingil, who ' hails from Ca-
gayan de Oro City; was snatched
ar gunpoint by New People’s
Army (NPA) guerrillas as he was

passing by a rebel roadblock in - ...

Policarpio village in San Luis, .
Agusan del Sut, on Sept. 19. -

 ping was a “punishable
.. “Nevertheless, we dppreciate .
the rebels” gesture of returning

The unarmed Bingil, - squad
leader of thie Mahagsay patrol base
of the Army’s 26th Infantiy Battal- -

+ lon, was'on a motorcycle driven by
village councilman Rene Galino,

when rebels abducred him. 7 -
San.-Luis' -Mayor " Rona
Corvera, who heads the'munici:

- pal crisis committee; and Agu- ©

san del Nojte ‘Rep. Lawrence

~ Fortun accompanied Duterte in:
- receivifig Bingil, Martinez said.
- Also witnessing ' the * release

were members of the' Philippine
Ecurenical Peace Platform led by

' Bishop Bert Calang of Iglesia Fil-

ipina Independiente chureh. - -
Brig. ‘Gen. Paul Atal “4th 1D
commander, said Bingil’s kidn:

i

- our soldier,” said Atal,

He said he Hoped that'the.sojl;:'- :

* diers’ release meant “renewed |

faith in peace” by the rebels.
~ After the release, Diterte fleyw -
Bingil ofi a helicopter to the divi--
sion advanced comimarid postin -
Bancasi; Butuan City. - Frinston -
L. Lim, Inquirer Mindanao™ =

i
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Soldier freed after 104 days

After miore than three months, the New People’s Army (NPA)
has freed ont New Year’s Eve an Arm} sergeant it held. captwe_
in Agusan del'Sur. - - :

Sgt. Adriano Bingil was reunited with his wrfe ]enaI} n and '
two daughters, who anxiously awaited his arrival in Barangay -
Durian, Las Nieves town, Agusan del Norte...: .. .

Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte brokercd the reiease__-ﬂ_
after Bingil's relatives sought his help. He personally escorted -
the soldier to the military headquarters in Bancasi, Butuan City.

Bingil was part of a team of soldiers deployed foran outréach
mission to the Jumads in San Luis, Agusan del Sur. He was".
hitching a ride on a motorcycle when snatched by the rebels..

Lt. Col. Rolando Dumawa, commander of the 26th Infantry -
Battalion, allowed Bingil to spend time with his family for the *
celebrations. Normally, soldiers go through several days of .
debriefing before they are allowed to join their loved ones.

. —Edith Regalado, Jaime Laude :
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The Manila Times

A PRILIPRINE Army soldier

abducted by the New People’s .

Army {(NPA}in September was
released on New Year's Evein
Agusan del Norte, military of-
ficials annoitnced on Friday,
Army Sgt. Adeiano Bingil,
member of the Civil-military -
team of Army’s 26th Infantry
Battalion, was freed by his
‘captors in Las Nieves town on
efforts of local government of-
ficials and the people of Caraga-
region, according fo Capt. ..
Patrick Martinez, spokesman of
the Army’s 4th Infantry Division,
. Bingil, who was assigned in .
_Barangay Mahagsay, San Luis -

flagged them down.’

- “Sqt Bingil was their target
because they want the AFP (Armed -
Forces of the Philippines) to stop their
“Bayanihan” efforts for peace and

Caragar region; "said Martinez,
- Martinez dlsciosed that the

refease of Bingil was facilitated

by local government officials

led by Maynr Ronaido Corvera of
San Luis, whe also headed the
‘municipal crisis committee; Rep
~Lawrence Fortun of 1st district
-~ of Agusan del Norte; and Davao -

City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte,
Bingil was turned overto " _
Brig, Gen. Paul Atal, acting’ :om

- mander of the 4th ID and. Coi
. Lresente Mahgmat

" “What the NPA did ;sgiain

~kidhapping and it is'a crime

punishable by law, Nevérthe: -
less, we appraciaté the gesture
of them returnmg our soldier, -

‘hoping that they are projecting - '

= '_the NDF {National Democ__r ic.
- Front),” said Atal. :

~arenewed faith in peace and as- -
..piring-to resume the:peac
fown, Agusan del Sur was: w:th
a \u%lage official when rebe!s

with the governinent throu

" Maj. Joina’ DaIagult ESEE
mllltary doctor who examsned

Bingil said the released off:cér_ -

- was experiencing both 'ph')'rs"iéai' '
development in the remote aréas of

and mental fatigue and will be

; .temporanly admitted to-(amp
“Evangelista Station Hos

caga!’andeﬁroﬁty ST
FERNAN MARASIGAN

Page: _,?i,%_
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BIFF stri
attacks M

AMPATUAN, Maguindanao-

- A day after the local military
leadership announeced here “con-
tinuous and cohesive” operations
against the remaining elements of
the Bangsamioro Istamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF), the bandit group
reportedly launched attacks anew
in two more towns in this province
on New Year's Eve. -

Field reports were still
sketchy as of press time, but it
was apparent that the BIFF ram-

paged through Mamasapano and.. -

Shariff Aguak towns at sround

1t p.m. Thursday, resulting in -

running gun batties with govern-
ment forces. '

The reports said the bandit
group absorbed heavy casualties
with eight reportedly killed from
the skirmishes,

Responding security forces
also suffered casualties, accord-
ing to a radio report. But the
military, particularly the Sixth
Infantry Division 6 ID) that oper-
ates in Central Mindanao, includ-
ing Maguindanao, said it was stiit
consolidating field reports on the
incidents. -

Social Welfare and human
rights agencies said the re-
newed BIFF attacks triggered
the evacuation of hundreds more
families from Mamasapano and

Shariff Aguak

ShariffAguak.

The latest BIFF attacks came

& day after 6 ID commander Mayj.

Gen. Edmundo Pangilinan made
Separate announcements here
and i Mlang, North Cotabato
that military offensive would con-
tinue in “more cohesive fashion

against the brigand secessionist

group.” K
Pangilinan made the an-
nouncement after BIFF cogi-

‘batants killed nine civilians on
‘Dec. 24 and 25 in villages of
Esperanza, Sultan Kudarat;
Pigcawayan: Notth Cotabato,

and this town,

_ The réniains and families. .
-of the six of the fatalities, all.
Christian farmers from baran-

gay Kauran here, were visited
by Pangilinan and Maguindanao

- Governor Esmael “Toto” Man-
gudadatu on Wednesday sfter’
holding a closed-door meeting -
where both' reportedly dgreed.

on the contifiuing intensified and
cohesive offensives against BIFF
combhatants. - S
Mangudadatu also met with
the widows and children of the
slain farmers — Mario Esteriote,

Mark Anthony Templa, Ramen-

cito Estorgue, Ariel Bucais, Ber-
nard Ebagat, and Rudy Roquero
- and distributed to them cash
assistance of #10,000 each and
sacks of rice.
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By Francrscn Tuyay

THE Bangsamom
Islamic Freedom -

Fighters attacked at -~

least three military =~ =
positions in-Mindanao

on-New Year’s Eve with

the fighting lasting well
into the first day of -
the year, the military .
reported on Friday.

Capt. . Jo-Ann . Petinglay,
spokesperson-of-the -Army’s -
‘Sixth Infantry Division, 'said™
at'least 20 BIFF fighters fired
40mm mortars at-a-detach: -
‘ment of the 2nd Mechanized
‘Battalion in Magmndanao at 3

6 pim. Thutsday.

“They =~ surrounded the
area and. opened fire with
‘40mm’ mortars;? Petinglay
~said, adding that rio govern: -
-ment tréops were injuréd or

killed in the attack.’

““About - three hours latet,
another BIFF group attacked.
-a-detachiment of the 34th i
fantry - Battalion in - Shariff
Aguak, also'in Maguindando,
with fi ghtmg lastmg untﬁ af- :

_ter midnight.

-+ Lt Col. Edgar delos Reyes,.:
'commandmg officer of “the
34th IB, said- their troops’

wete able to push back ‘the
~bandits wﬂh_hcavy gunfire.: -

}‘ust few k1lometers away in Lin-

g “'antangan, ‘Shariff Saydona; anoth-
“ér firefight “ensiied” after “around -
50 dreed BIFF membérs harassed
the detachment of the 40th TB.

The military said no troops_._.

":Were tiurt in-the attacks: e
" “Aside fromthe three BIFF at«;..'

: 'tacks on ‘military outposts. feud- .
' 'mg iinits of the Moro Islamic Lib- 7|

‘eration Front clashed in Sultan'Sa. .

““Barongis -town-and: the fxghtmg__'i_.
 lasted until dawn Jan. 1.
- %We are thankful’ that peace |
' keeper& from the MILF immedi-*

.- ately intervened this morning, re--

'ra'te' band . of BIFF fighters at-
§ 'tacked Barangay Simsiman, Pig-

cawayan, North Cotabato on
- Christmas Eve.

ulting in the ceasefire”, said Col.
I Mamon commandmg officer -

nt civilians in- Mmdanao on -
‘Christmas Eve but the rebel group:
_vowed to ste up. “ts'attacks un‘cﬂ ;
. New Year's Eve. - :
. Fourteen people died in- theﬁ_i_:
. Cliristmas. Eve’ attacks, nine “of -
| them villagers who ‘wére gunnéd :
.- down by BIFF insurgents. Atleast -
i four rebels were kiiied by govern—”_
| :ment forces. " - o
"Lt Col.- Ricky Bunayog, 33rd._'
|- Infantry -Battalion Commander,'f :
| said -about 300 med carried out
1 ::the attacks'and are now the sub»«'_ f
| ;ect of a massive manhunt. -
-~ Almost.simultaneously, a sepa- -

“Led by Commander Alamada

Abonawas, ‘the BIFF fired a rifle
| . grenade toward the house of Rab-
~ert Lerado, village councilmarn of .
o Barangay Simsiman, killing him'
‘|- on the spot, raising the death toll -
' to 13; niine civilians and four BIFE.

“After attacking villages-in the -

|- borders - 'of * Maguindanao - and
Sultan’ Kudarat,” the: BIFF also
' -_stormed the village of Malagakit,

igcawayan, North Cotas -
:Cathohc chapelf_"
ight' mass was on-
148 Churchgoers scampered to. -

1o saiety but tiobody was hurt.

~Also: on Dec. 24 at 9 p-m 'an--f.f:‘.
. E S
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KIDAPAWAN CITY: The Bangsamoro

Islamic Freedom Fighters {BIFF) -

suffered 26 casualties after stag-

ing a series of harassment at-

tacks targetting three military
detachments in different towns
of Maguindanao on New Year's
Eve, military offlcsais sazd on
Friday..

The Army $6th Infantry Divi-
sion spokesperson Captain Jo
Ann Petinglay satd the attacks

were in the towns of Datu Piang,
Shariff Saidona Mustapha and

Shariff Aguak.
Petinglay said’ the BIFF first at-

tackeci a detachment in- Datu Pi- -
ang, Magumdanao with an M203 G
grenade:launcher. The grenade

landed about 50 meters’ away
from the Kaungan Detachment of
a Mechanized Infantry Company.

At 9:30:p.m. on Thursday,
about 30'BIFF militants assault-
ed Timbangan Detachment in

Brgy Timbangan; Shariff Aguak :

Maguindanao.

One hotr fater, the Lman-'-
tangan Detachment in Brgy . _
‘to the BIFF that there can only:

Linantangan, Shariff Saydona
Mustapha, Maguindanao was
also attacked by armed men.

A 15-minute firefight ensued

_:_'}je__l_ghtened-aier :

;'Tﬁ.é”mlhtaf}.z. and‘-zpohc had
~heighteried their alert $ince the

~residents’ eventually _boomer-
anged ' :

causing six fatalities on th'e'_

‘BIFF with 20 others injured but
no casualties- from the rmhtary
side were T

Petinglay: said the number of_
casualties on the BIFF side was |
based on reports f:om the com—-
munmes g

" The recent:BIFF attacks suc-*;
ceeded the Christmas Eve attacks:
in Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao.
and North Cotabato, which'

- resulted to:the death of around
dozen of civilians and displaced_.

thousands of residents.

attacks and intensified. opera~_{
tmns agamst the group. _
.-Gen Edmundo: Pang—_.

_ mnan, commander of 6th'In:

fantry Divison, said the BIFF's-
attempt 1o sow fear among ‘the !

“Let the madent be -a;lesson :

be one superior force and that is’
the military,” he said.: bk
MOH SAADUDD[N_-

The Flanila Thmes| v 1

BIFF REBELS
SLAIN IN ATTACKS
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Philippine army says 133 Abu Sayyaf killed in 2013

Officials say venfied intelligence shows another 164 mifitants wounded in operations that left 18 security
force members dead

The Philippines’ military has reported that operations against the al-Qaeda-linked Abu Sayyaf were
verified to have killed 133 members of the militant group in southem Sulu province in 2015.

Mai. Filemon Tan, Western Mindanao Command spokesperson, gited Friday the repert from the Jeint
Task Group for the troubled island province as saying that another 164 were recorded to have been
injured in security operations.

In a text message, he said that the number of casualties had been verified by military intefiigence units
based in Suit - a known Abu Sayyaf stronghotd.

At least 13 members of the group — known for holding hostages and demanding ransoms — were also
arrested over the year, alongside the recovery of more than 50 firearms.

Meanwhile, the operations also left 18 members of the security forces dead and more than 80 others
injured, aceording fo Joint Task Group Sulu’s commander, Brig. Gen, Alan Arrojade.

Inguirer.net also reported him as saying that there had been a significant drop in the number of Abu "
Sayyaf members over the year due to ‘relentiess focused military operations.”

Military operations against the group were intensified in late November upon the orders of President
Benigno Aquino L

The directive came after Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak called upon authorities to take action after
a Malaysian national kidnapped from & seaside town in the country was beheaded in Sulu.

The Abu Sayyaf is still holding several captives, including twe Canadians, a Neorwegian-and a Filipina
kidnapped from a resort in September for whose release it has demanded a ransom of more than $60
milion.

Since 1991, the group — amed with mostly improvised explosive devices, mortars and automatic rifles —
has carried out bombings, kidnappings, assassinations and extortions in a seff-determined fight for an

independent islamic province in the Philippines.

It is notorious for beheading victims after ransoms have faited to be paid for their refease.
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BIFF launches New Year attacks on Arimy detachments

The Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) maintains an offensive as it targets the
Philippine Army

STANDING GUARD. Filipinc scldiers man a provincial capital building turned into a military
camp in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao, March 31, 2015, File photo by Ritchie B. Tongo/EPA

STANDING GUARD. Filipino soldiers man a provincial capital building turned into a military
camp in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao, March 31, 2015. File photo by Ritchie B. Tongo/EPA

COTABATO CITY, Philippines — The Bangsamoro islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) upheld #ts
promise fo maintain an offensive until the new year.

Around 6 pm of Thursday, December 31, about 20 BIFF fighters opened fire on the detachment
of the Philippine Army's Znd Mechanized Battalion.

“They surreunded the area and opened fire, 40mm mortars, but could not last the fight,” said 6th
Army Infantry Division Captain Jo-Ann Petinglay.

At around 8:20 pm, a detachment of the 34th infantry Battalion in Barangay Timbangan, Shariff
Aguak, Maguindanao traded fire with the BIFF.

Lieutenant Colonel Edgar Delos Reyes, the 34th Infantry Battalion’s commanding officer, said
they managed to drive away the BIFF due 1o the sheer volume of fire from their base.

A few Xilometers away, another firefight ensued. Around 50 armed BIFF members harassed the
detachiment of the 40th Infantry Battalion in Linantangan, Shariff Saydona town,

No one was hurt from the military side, though an unknown number of casualties was monitored
on the part of the BIFF.

Yet another firefight was held in the area of the 40th Infaniry Battalion in Sultan 5a Barongis
town when two local commanders from the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 105th base
command engaged in armed conflict due to a cian feud.

The firefight lasted until the early morning, and resumed after 8 am following 2 break in the
gunfire,

“We are thankful that peacekeepers from the MILF immediately intervened this morning,
rasulting in the ceasefire,” said Colonel Joel Mamon, commanding officer of the 40th Infantry
Battalion.

The newly instalied Brigade Commander of the 601st Brigade, Colonel Lite Sobejana, visited his
men stationed in the Maguindanao frontlines on Friday morning, January 1 to check the
condition of his troops.

“We are happy all none of them got hurt, We thank the people who prayed for us,” Sobejana
said over the phone.

in Matalam, North Cotabate, troops of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) — headed by
Kamid Mangadta alias Kumander Dragon — were attacked by fully armed men of Barangay

/9




Kagawad Kepig imbong of the MILF’'s 108th base command in Barangay Kidama, Matatam,
Norih Cotabato. :

Hundreds of families were forced to flee to evacuation sites.
No casuaities have been reported so far, but local peace monitors were sent to the area to
setile the conflict.

www.pna.gov.ph

BIFF tries, fails to over-run Army bases in Maguindanao on New Year's Eve
CAMP SIONGCO, Maguindanao - Government forces on New Year's E:ve repulsed three

attempts by outlawed Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) to over-run military
detachments in Maguindanao, the Army here said today.

Gapt. Joann Petinglay, speaking for the 6th Infantry Division, said the first-attempt to capture
Army detachments of the 2nd Mechanized Battalion in Datu Piang, Maguindanao at 6 p.m.
Thursday by firing a series of rifle grenades.

Alert soldiers quickly returned fire against about 10 BIFF fighters sighted near the Army
detachment, forcing the attackers to retreat toward the marshland.

Three hours later, about 30 BIFF members attacked another detachment, this time the 34th
Infantry Battalion outpost in Barangay Timbangan, Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao.

Alert infantrymen engaged the attackers in a 20-minute firefight which led to the failure of BIFF's
attempt to get closer. They fled under cover of darkness to the hinterands.

Petinglay said in a report that at past 10 p.m., anether band of 40 BIFF fighters attacked the
detachment of 40th infantry Battalion in Shariff Saydona, Maguindanao.

Like in other Army base subjected to harassment by the BIFF, soldiers immediately returned fire
forcing the attacks to retreat.

“Ng casualty on the gevernment side,” she said in a radio interview. “There were reports from
the communities that the BIFF had injured companions but the report is still subject to Army
validation,” she added.

Following the December 24 attacks by the BIFF in Kauran, Ampatuan, Maguindanao and
nearby areas, soldiers under the 6th ID have been placed on heightened alert.

Abu Misri Mama, BIFF spokesperson, admitted his group carried out the attacks.

Petinglay said all Army units remained on alert.

/<
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BIFF sustains large casualties in unprovoked New Year's Eve attacks

An estimated five to six Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters {(BIFF) were killed while an
undetermined number of others were wounded in unprovoked attacks on three military
installations in Maguindanao on Thursday, New Year's Eve, Dec. 31.

This was disclosed by 6th Infantry Division public affairs office chief Capt. Jo-ann Petinglay in a
message to the Philippines News Agency on Friday.

"Members of the armed lawless group who call themselves Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters harassed three military detachments of 6th 1D before the change of the year but were
surprised to face the determined defensive posturing of their targets,” she said.

The BIFF first harassed one Philippine Army detachment in Datu Piang, Maguindanao using an
M-203 grenade launcher, with its rounds landing about 50 meters from the Kaungan
Detachment of a Mechanized Infantry Company on Thursday afternoon.

At 9:30 p.m., -an estimated 30 BIFF harassed the Timbangan Detachment of 34th infantry
Battalion based in Barangay Timbangan, Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao.

About an hour later, the Linantangan Detachment of the 40th Infantry Battalion located in
Barangay Linantangan, Shariff Saydona Mustapha, was also attacked.

"The already prepared military forces immediately engaged the harassing lawless elements for
an estimated fifteen-minute firefight, prompting the BIFF to withdraw and scamper towards
different directions. Members of the communities reported that withdrawing BIFF carried with
them about five to six dead bodies and a massive number of wounded," Petinglay added.

“Let the incident be a lesson to the BIFF that there can only be one superior force and that is the
Philippine government Armed Forces,” 6th Infantry Division commander, Major Gen. Edmundo
R. Pangilinan said,
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COTABATO CITY - The:'

president of the Association of
Barangay Chairpersons (AB()
in Marawi. City was killed while
two of his. compamons were
wounded n'a’drive- -by shoot-
ing on New Year’s Eve that has
escalated tension in the city
which is already reeimg from
a:spate’of. dtrocities in recent
days.

Chief Insp. Parson Asadil,-

Marawi City police chief, said

armed men'riding a motorcycle-

fired at Aminoden Awar, .alias

Otek,.president of the local - KIN
ABC, and his two: compamons"'
in Barangay East Basak around ;

7:40 p.m. Thursday.

Awar died after belng,
rushed toithe Amaj Pakpak
Central Medical Hospital where -
his two wounded companions

were also brought. .

based Army 5°103rd Infantry

Brigade, said authorities are.
now investigating the incident, .
which was the latest in a wave

of shooting incidents that have

purportedly turned Marawi -

City into a violent capital of the
Auntonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM).

Awar is reportedly related
to Marawi City Mayor Sultan
Fahad “Pre” Salic, according
to relatives who also suggested

B ident siam_
as tensmn escaﬁates

fhat his 'fa't'aii'shobt'mg was

-perpetrated by government :
intelligence agents, ' N

Awar had earlier 'b.een: :
tagged as-one of the suspects

in the killing of three soldiers
‘and wounding of several others

in an ambush at the Mindanao -
State UnlversztyMaram cam- -

pus in August, 2012,
~ Other sources said’ Awar

regmn as “Guraba 7

‘" ‘the main suspects in the rec:ent_f.'
“shooting of an ABS-CBN. NEeWs
- team and the killing of twn soi-.

diers in this city.

- Was a member of the Khilafa Is--
- lamic Movement (KTM) ‘which
is also known in the Lanap .

-Four armed men rldmg on__
motorcycles fired at the vehicle

of ligan City-based ABS: “CBN.

. reporters:Ronnie Enderes,.
Col. Manolo Samarita, dep— o

uty commander of Marawz city-"

cameraman - Emilito: Baiansag

-and driver, Garry Montecz!lo-'
‘along the commercial #éne of
Banggolo, Marawi . City last

December 28,

The media crew escaped.'

unhurt but their vehicle’s win-

dow shield was shattered’ bya

bullet. Last Monday, the police
filed attempted murder charg-

es against two suspects named -

- @8 Yusop Sangead and Nasser

Masorong, both of barangay -

Lilod Madaya in Marawi City

- {Ali G, Macabalang) .
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(X sanuary 2016 @}}g manﬂa Times | rage: /13

(KiM); locally known as'Ghuraba
ot strangers that resulted: 10 ‘the
death of three soldiers and a child
wnh several others m}ured : _
gt Sources said Otlk has personal

o BYMOH SAADUDD!N CORRESPONDENT g '.atthemusmg!vilﬁnﬂesataro id.

IDAPAWAN CITY: A barangay 0fﬁc1al qulet Ofﬁcilsgiﬁ“k“’?;dl’feﬂ‘-
‘was killed while a police officer gt; o oo ;Ohce S;gﬁ?ﬂ :;
nd a security guard were wounded ' Wahab. ; '

when umdentlﬁed armed men opened fire
at them in a remote village in Marawi ity
on ’I’hursday evenmg, mlhtary and pohce'
ofﬁcmls said. o

gmnre to. the IsIamxc State of iraq -
ind Syria. (1sts). =
. The shootmg of Otlk followed

fcommander of Marawi city-based at
1031d Infantry Brigade of the Philip- 5 0
pine Armmy, identified the slain victim - -
as Barangay. Chairtnan Ammoden-. : 3
'Awar allas Otﬂ( ofBrgv East Basak o

il . The Augﬁét 2
-':._:3-_MSU campus wa
- handiwork of yc
3;Khslafah Islamiya

--':(MSU} MamCampu___ Werebemg;:___ uspetts

 OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC. FFAIRS - Emal ad: oacpa amy2012@gmllcom— Tel o, (02) 459555 Local: 5236, 6205 |

Army Core Purpose: Serving} the people. Securing the land.

o3




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIG AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa,army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. (12) 845-9555 Loca: 5285, 5205

B s &

OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email ad: oacpa.ary2012@giialcom— Te o, (62) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

Army Core Purpose: Servir}g the people. Securing the land.
(A




Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride

- OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC

'ﬁFfA}Rs'«;._r_-;;;jéii';ja_&gjf;s:afé;_ia;_émiy_'zeijg@g'mai:.c';bm__-_irés_iﬁ@i;(oz_):szss;ssssLoca[: 5285, 5285 |

(b

January 2016

ZAMBOANGA CITY—-Three :
¢hildren were injured allegediy
When Marines .opened ‘fire. 4t
houses after being attacked in
Sulu before dawn on Friday: |

The military said it has start»
ed an investigation into the re-
port, which was made by
Dr. Raden Ikbala, of the inte-
grated provincial health office-
in Suly; in a post on his Face- °
book page. '

= ‘Also during New Year revehym )
the province, three more persons,
two also children, were injured by
bullet,s accordmg to Tkbaia.

" Ikbala said in his Facebook:
post that the Marines opene
“fire” at houses in the town -of
“Maimbung; - Sulu, after’ " a.

- ONEof the chlldren
~wounded allsgedly
‘when'the Marines
pened fire at houses
inMaimbung, Sulu .
-province. The children
had been brought to
the provineial hospital. :

.thr.ée Victimi I.l.ad eéti rushed”

grenade attack on their detach:”

ment in the village of Matatal;
- Ikbala identified the wound-

ed children as Haikar Nurrmasir,~

8, who suffered a gunshot
wound in the abdomen; Alfa-
jin Nurmasu 10 who wag hitin
the = right -

was hit in the right thlgh. Alj

buttock; " and.
-izwyear-old Alyasier Tbno, who™ -

the 3

said they v were aged 12,
32, They " had" been’
. 'broug ttothe provincial Hospi-.
“tal past Imdmght of Thursday.
sa1d ‘the 12-year old vie- -

to the Sulu prov;ncml hospltal
hesaid.* -
The' Marmes he said, opened
fire ‘following the ‘grenade” at--
tack but failed to hit any of the
arme men who were beheved :

and res;dents reported that it
came from the Marine

: Thlsledtothewo d gofthe
 three chﬂdren'-lsa

- Marines -

The “14-year-old” victim, -
male teenaget, was hit in the 1eg
The 32-year-old victim, said
Tkbala, was hit by a stray bullét as
he played with his mobile phione
near the mosque in Busbus, Jolo.
- Expressing anger in his Face-
book post, Ikbala said those re-
sponsible should go to the hos-
pital and“ask for forgweness
from the victims.” -

“They should know .that 11:’3 as:.

if they directly shot the victims,”

said Ikbala. “Based on Newton's

Law (gravity), the speed bywhxch

bullets travel upward and down-
- ward has no chfference " he said.
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. Maj. Filemon Tan Jr, spokespet--
.son’ '_ of_: Westermn Mmdanao Cotn-

_ wﬂl make a report of '
“our findings,” he said. - L

. Tan'said the victims are bemg
take_ care of by the Marines,
' the ones who brought
the children to the hospital. Juhe :
Altpalcr, Inqwr'erMmdanao
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. amidstaterror threat,

.

eg mm vnp' '

T LOILO — The Phlhppme National
. Police (PNP) has beéfed up ils
. presence at'the world-famotus
Boracay Island . in.Malay, Aklan,

.. Poliee Supt. Gilbert Gorero chiefin--
formation officer of the Police Regional
Office (PRO-6). 8aid that the PNP is
taking precautionary measures after.
the US Embassy i ‘Manila included
Boracay on the list of possible fargets
by the Abu Sayyaf Group (AS() and the -
Bangsamel i Isianuc I"reedom Eﬁghters .
(BIFT). . B '

“The December 23 2015 adv;sory
urged US citizens to travel Wlth “ex» :
treme caution” o0

Chief Supt. Bemarde Diaz PRO—G

¢ regional director, has ordered the

implementation of the PNP Integrated :
Patrol Deploymerit Plan.

Even before the terror alert, Diaz
earlier explained that police presence
in Boracay Island has always been a
priority as it ig the country’s prime

! tourist destination.

| .ereaged since Ma

1

|

i

i

| that were part of the 201
’} Féonomtiic Cooperation Summit. |
|

a

¢

l

}

Security in- Beracay as been in-

Jisland resort h

Gorero said that aside fromthe pn- '_
lzee there are units froin the Philippine
. Army Philippine’ Navy and. Ph]hppme _

' ‘corded mBoraca
i holidays.

“Lieal and- tourism thorlties the

| other: day bared that thie island paradise
ii destination has breached its 1.5 million

tourist armvais target for 2615 as ef :

’ December 27

Page: _{_(j)_

the .
tngs
a‘ciﬁc :
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE
" REPORTER

lost hope that Congress will pass
‘the proposed Bangsamoro Basic
Law (BBL) before the start of the election.
campaign.
Governmens peace panel chief

Miriam Coronel-Ferrer appealed

to lawmakers to prioritize the pas-
“sage of the measure; noting that
-the approval of the bill will pave
the way for the implementation of

the other components of the peace
agreemnent signed with the Moro

implement all aspects of the
peace process under the Aquino -
administration, Ferrer said the -

[E government peace panel has not

Islamic Liberation Front {MILF).
Although prolonged and te-
diously delayed, we have managed
to see the respective committees”
~ in the Senate and the House of
" Representatives (HoR) close their
‘committee hearings, produce their
amended bills, and move on to

-Bangsamoro bill has 'b'en']
- guishing fot ‘Tore tha '

 nor the MILF has reneged on thea

the HoR closing this period b}
" the time Congress ended its last -

the period of mterpellation, with - and maturity of the MILF lead-
“ers for staying on the peace track
‘despite the disappointments and
session day for 2015 on December *  '¢hallenges. Other less determined
16,” Ferrer said. i +-peace partners would have been

“We continue to- behe ¢ that - less discerning, and more impul-
both Flouses can and Wl!l pass the - sively be shoniting out war chants
law before they close s_ess:on_ in-in view of the delays in our road
February 2016,” she added.’ - - ‘map. We pray the leadership will

Congress is expected to resu= ¢ "be able to keep in line its mass
its sessions on January 19" members,” Ferrer said.

Ferrer noted that although the “"We continue to collaborate-
3 i -strengthenmg our joint 'mech-

and conﬁdence among “and -
efween our.-Tespective organlza
- ‘tions,” she added.

~Should there be a failure to

Congress, neither

commitments to each other. ™ =
I acknowledge the wisdom

"We find strength in the un-

'ﬂmchlng efforts of civil society -

smis, and building mutwal

aim would be to “strengthen”
the agreement forged by the two
parties well into the next admin-
istration. ... _
Neverthéless, the chief of gov-
ernment peace panel said putting
off the passage of the Bangsamoro
bill would be akin to starting from
scratch since the measure, now
called the proposed Basic Law for
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Re-
gion, would have to be refiled and
discussed again at the committee
fevel before being taken up in the .

organizations, Ieadmg person-:
alities and groups in the Chris- -
. tian churches, the academe, the:
women and peace advocates, and -
the diplomatic community, our "
supportive legislators especially
_ the leaders of both Houses, the: .
. Cabinet and various government
agencies, and certainly the Presi--
~ dent, to promote undefstanding
of the cause, 'and taking action to -
bring forth the BBL,” Ferrer said.
. "Altogether, we shall continue:
_to carry on in order to get to our

plenary.

destination sooner than la’tr’l.r,”_j=
she added. :
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133 Abu Sayyaf killed, 164 wounded in Suilu in 2015, says AFP

By: Frances Mangosing

A total of 133 Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) members were killed and 164 were wounded in government security
operations in Sulu in 2015, military data showed.

But the report of Joint Task Group Sulu said that of the 133 slain Abu Sayvaf, only 12 bodies were recovered.

An Army official, who declined to be guoted for his lack of authority to speak to the media, explained that this
was because the ASG found it “taboo” to leave a comrade behind.

“As much as possible, -recover nila on the heat of the battle; kukunin nila yan pati ang sugatan,” he said.

The information is verified from two or three intelligence units of the military before i is added to the death toll.
A fatality won't be added to the death toll if it comes from a single source.

Security forces were also able to arest 13 members of the Abu Sayyaf Group and recover 53 firearms in the
last 12 months,

Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, commander of Joint Task Group Sulu, attributed these gains to the instruction of
higher ups of “retentless focused rmilitary operations to neutralize the armed group and keep them on the run.”

But these military operations in Sulu also cost the lives of 18 govemment forces and injured 82 more as of Dac.
31.

The strength of Abu Sayyaf in Sulu based on mifitary data is at 264. These are only the identified ones and it
does notinclude the supporters, families and followers that sometimes join firefights whenever these erupt.

Suluis krown as a stronghold of the Abu Sayyaf, where they are keeping their hostages in exchangs of
ransom. As of Dec. 31, 16 kidnap victims were either released, escaped. rescued or retrieved.

tn November, the terror group beheaded its Malaysian hostage, prompting President Benigna Aguino Hl to
order intensified operations against the bandits.

The military in Sulu is hunting for four more hostages: one fereign, who is a Dutch national named Ewold Hom,
and three locals.

Authorities would not confirm if the four hostages in Samal island in Davao del Norte (two Canadians, a
Norwegian and a Filipina) and the Italian national abducted in Dipolog last October were taken to Sulu.
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[n a video last November, the Abu Sayyaf took responsibility over the Samali kidnapping and demanded P1
billion in exchange of their caplives.

www.inguirer.net

BIFF launches simultaneous attacks on New Year's Eve in Maguindanao

By, Frances Mangosing

The Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) launched simultaneous attacks on military detachments in
Maguindanao on New Year's Eve, Thursday.

This happened a few days after they carried out attacks an Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in Sultan
Kudarai, Maguindanao and North Cotabato.

Army’s Bth Infantry Division spokesperson Captain Joan Petinglay, told INQUIRER net on Friday that nc one
from the government side was hurt and the rebels were not able o get closer to the detachments because of
their proactive measures.

The BIFF fired an M203 grenade launcher at a mechanized company of the Army in Datu Piang around 6
p.m. The grenade fanded 50 metars away from the detachment,

At 8:10 p.m.. around 20 to 30 BIFF members attacked the detachment of the Army's 34th infantry Battalion in
Brgy. (village) Timbangan in Shariff Aguak.

A 15-minute firefight ensued. However. the rebels were not able to get closer, Petinglay said.
“The rebels incurred casualties but these are only hased from community reports,” she said.

Later at 10:30 p.m., arcund 40 members attacked the Army’s 40th Infantry Battalion in Shariff Saydona
Mustapha.

“They were also not able to get close because we have monitored their movements. In about less than 15
mintes they already fled.” she said.

Attacks by the BIFF on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in Maguindanao, Sultan Kudarat and North Cotabato
kiled 13. The incident displaced more than a thousand families.

Security forces were on alert before Christmas dug to the planned attacks of the BIFF, a breakaway group of
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front that is also claiming allegiance with the Islamic State of Irag and Syria.

However, Petinglay encouraged the displaced families to retum to their homes.
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“There are enough forces deployed to secure the highway and community where there are reported threats,”
she said.

Some families have refurned fo their homes, she added, but said it is up to the local officials to release
clearance on whether the families could go back she said.

tarly last year, the military claims that it killed over a hundred of these rebels in a month-iong all-out offensive
after the Mamasapano incident which killed 44 police commandos. Around a hundred more armed fighters are
in Maguindanac. Sultan Kudarat and Morth Cotabate. 8437
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