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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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_‘mission on Population
~(PopCom) said yester-

- day:

= “The Philippines’
populationis 102.4 mil--

15 projected to
se to 104 million

‘spopu-  p

*" Pereznoted the coun-
Yry's fertility rate, which:
pertains fo the “num- .

“her ot children that a-

“womarn wanis to have
in her lifetime,” had

liom -at the end of 2015, - 'historicalijfbeen going

_ But'this year, it is ex-

e Turn to Page 4

o Phil e

down From 1.9 in 2010, it

became 1.7 in 2015.-

“We'll see if it goes below -

1.7 (this year).- That means

people are choosing to have.

365 children more quickl

- "That can be attributed to eco-:
" noric situation,” he added.

Women usually want to
have two to three children,
while men aspire to have
three to four.

But according to Perez,
the increase in the popula-
tion is driven primarily by 23

who are of reproductive age.

Perez said in five to 10
years, the country will prob-
ably have the “biggest rum-
ber of women of reproduc-
tive age that we will ever see,

million women aged 151049 -

at25to 30 million.”

_ “We have many five- {0’

10-year-old girls who are

going reproductive in the
nextfiveyears. We cannotdo
anything about that. Sowhat

o Baged on PopCom data,

the contraceptive prevalence
rate (CPR) for modern fam-
ily planning increased by
three percent to 46 percent
in2013t02014.

- This'is the second year
£ iricreased CPR, with an

PopCom has variou
education and information
programs about, reproduc-
tive health and responsible
parenthood. The agency also
provides both natural and
artificial methods of family
planning.

2
“We should be able to

rovide what women need,
what they think is good for
them. We also try to involve
the men in reproductive

e are frying to dojs reduce nerease of 89 percent in 2012
-~ their need for services,” he fo 43 percentin 2013,
added. : This seven-percent in-,

crease in the last two years
also represents a 1.4 million
increase in the number of
women practicing modern
family planning. It is now
pegged at nine million. |

To effectively reduce the
unmet needs for modern
family planning, CPR must
rise to at least 65 percent,
which requires providing
services for another five mil-
lion couples or individuals.
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Pormer Land Trans— :
portatmn Office (LTO)
“chief: Vzrgmla Torres"
died of cardiac afrest |-

Ves‘rerciay ata’ Pampan— ‘
ga-hospital where she
:__was brought on New'

'Tarlac i

Torres’ brother Ru
ben said over dzMM she
_d1ed at around 1 a.m.

L Turn'to Page 5.

' C1ty in Clark Field, Pampanga:

- Malacafiang extended its

“condolences to her farnily and
cited her for her long years in
public service.

“She swerved indifferent po-
sitions at the LTO, beginning her
career in government as cashier
at the Tarlac LTO in December

'1980 i Presxdentlal Commum—"

in'Filipino.

Paniqui, Tarlac.
“She had cardiac arrest, she
sudderﬁy felt dizzy and could

-not stand up, and then her.

 breathing: stopped o Tomes sa;d

_ Virgmsa Torres :

BXLTO rnns

~yesterday at'the The Medical

' Her body lies in the state at

: o the farmly r951dence in Pamqm-
cations’ Opera’aons Offlce Secxew o '
tary Herminio Coloma Jr. said. -

“Ruben said his sister was"
on her way to the toilet when-
she collapsed in her home in |

Tarlac:

“Torres’ brother sa1d she
“complained of chest:and
back pains. She underwent
surgery in 2015 for cervical
cancer. But Ruben clarified
his sister did not die because
of the cancer. _

He said she was taking miain~
tenance medicife for her hyper-

o tensmn but did not show signs

of an impending heart attack.

“We were 50 happy in the
past few days,” he said.

Torres served in the govern-
ment for more than 30 years.
She was appointed LTO chlef
by President Aquino in July
2010 and retired from govern-
ment service in October 2013.
Reports said she was one of
President Aquino’s shooting
buddies.

In 2013, she became contro- -

|

| the allegation.

versial after she was Caught
playing a slot machine in
an unidentified casino. That
video was posted on YouTube
and had more than 20,805
Views. .

She resurfaced in the news
anew in 2015 after she showed
up at the Bureau of Customs
(BOC) on Aug. 20 allegedly
to negotiate the release of at
least 64 shipping containers
of smuggled Thai sugar worth
over P100 million. She denied

Torres’ brother said Virginia
was unperturbed by allega-
tions raised against her and

that she sought strength from
the support of family and
friends.

LTO c}uefA]fonso Tan]r. has
resigned and Land Transporta-
tion Franchising and Regula-
tory Board (LTFRB) executive
director Roberto Cabrera will
take his place starting tomorrow.
Tan was appointed after Torres
retired in 2013.

- An LTO official said that-
Torres was a very “down to
earth” person. He said that
Torres knew all the problems
at the L'TO as she rose from the
ranks. — Robertzon Ramirez,
Ding Cervantes, Ric Sapnu
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the town of Las Nieves, Agusan deI
Norte The soldier, Sgt. Adriano

h physmal and mental fatlgue i

§fation Hospital to recuperate
from hIS current cond1t10n$ he
5 'd T . . )

members sald Martmez quotmg _:'

the barangay kagawad, who re-
quested anonymity.

. Martinez admitted that the
incident had affected the delivery
of government services, for the
lumads. .

Col. Alexander Macaria, com-
mander of 401st Infantry Brigade,
said: “For the NPA bandits, once
development has set in, the issues
that they are catalyzing will no lon-
ger be relevant. That is why they
need to do something for example
kidnapping our soldier to block or
impede these developments from
reaching our people.”

Mayor Ronalde Corvera of San
Luis, Agusan del Sur, and the head
of municipal erisis committee, to-
getherwith Rep. Lawrence Fortun,
1st District of Agusan del Norte,

ion, Sgt Bingil is experiencing

slcian sald Bmgﬂ has been -
itted at the Camp Evangehsta .

15

Page: |

Battalion, Who 'was’ asmgned in

7 Barangay Mahagsay. : San Lu1s-;
town of Agusandel Sur. -

Bingil'and a compamon were

‘riding a motorcycle when they

were flagged down by NPA reb-
els. Capt. Joe Patrick Martinez,

- spokesman :of the 4th Infantry

Division, said a barangay kagawad

~who was with Bingil had reported

that the rebels had targeted the

wsoldier-hecause they want-the
‘military to stop its Bayatihan-ef-

forts for peace and development
in the remote areas of CARAGA
Region,

- It is clear that the NPAS don’t

. ‘want our barangay to be developed

so that they can easily recruit new

and Mayor Rodrigo Duterte of
Davao City, facilitated the release
of Sgt. Bingil, who wag brought fo
the Division Advance Command
Post in Barangay Bancasi, Butuan
City.

Bingil was immediately re-
ceived by the acting commander of

" the 4th Infantry Division Brigadier

General Paul Afal, Deputy Brigade
Commander of 401st Infantry Bri-
gade, Col. Cresente Maligmat, and
the medical team for check-up.

BGen. Atal said: “What the NPA
did is plain kidnapping anditis a
crime punishable by law. Neverthe-
less, we appreciate the gesture of
returning our soldier, hoping that
they are projecting a renewed faith
in peace and aspiring to resume
the peace talks with the govern-
ment through the NDE”
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Army says
NPA rebels

: 'By Mar 'S. Arguelles
~and Delfin Mallari Jr.
3 Inquzrer Southem Luzon

LEGAZPI CI'IYmAﬂeged New
“People’s Army (NPA) rebels at-
“tacked government forces - in
. God town in Camarines Sur on

‘New Year's Day amid 4 self-im-

posed Yuletide ceasefire by the

-Communist Party of the thhp-

'pmes {CPP)#

Army ‘Maj.’ Angelo Guzman,
.spokesperson of " the. -Armed .

Forees of the Philippines South-
‘ern Luzon Command (Solcom),
saidl the attack happened two
days before the end of the 12-
day ceasefire separately de-
" clared by the government and

~CPP in. observance of the Yuie—

~tide season.
. Guzman, quonng Army Col

Claudio Yucot, commander of

the S0lst Infantry Brigade
based in Camarines Sur, said
the rebel attack was unfortu-
nate and condemmnable but the
Army decided against a pursuit
operation in strict observance

of the ceasefire declared by

President Aquino.

violated own
‘holiday tru e'_

~Infant

Guzman quotmg another re-
.-_'_'pnrtfromArmth Col: 22

" Batalla; commander of the- 83rd

: ‘Batalion; said soldiers -
-and members of the ‘govern- -
“mient: mzl1t1a Citizen: Armed‘ '
~Foree /' Geographical " Units

(Cafgu) were in a village in Goa

- fot “a “holiday “visit” around
“4p.m.onJan. 1 when fired up-
" on’by ‘at least 10 cornmumst
~guerritlasito

The rebel’ attac}( led to a 20—

':-'mmute gunfight” Between' the
. solchers an.d thi
{Guzmat.

bels sald

Baralla sald there Were 1o ca-

' sualfies on the government side

and blobdstains were seéen on

~ the escape route of the rebels..

Soldiers recovered fromt the

‘scene ‘of encounter assault ri-
' ﬂes grenades and magazines.
"R milieary report said the At o
' tack appeared to have been well

planned as land mines were dis-
covered on the road leading to
the village center, which was

supposedly the soidmrs desu—

natmn
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hﬁhday tru s =

: The New People 5 Amny By JAIVE LAUDE

NPA) violated againthe .~ ;'_engaged the rebels ina o !only two kxlometers away
wliday ceasefire it declared - 30-munute gunfight. He said - ‘from their patrol base”. Col
xhen its members, attacked . the rebels suffered casualties-. _Claudio Yucot, co mander

f‘mny soldiers in God, 1 as bloodstains were seen. - ~oof ‘th'e'QDl‘st'Inf
Samarines Sur on Friday. _'along their escape route. :Z:Bngade, said.
- Maj. Angelo Guzman, .. Among those seized were.

@okesman for the Southern ‘Mi4 and AK-50 rifles and.

{1izon Command, said the = - - two. hand grenades.

sttack occtirred in Barangav " “The attack seems to |

%Tuentebella around 4 pm. o deliberate as landmines..
“Guzman said members of - were: discovered planted.

the 83rd Infantry Battalion ‘along the soldiers’ path

.__'.110t to iaunéh purs
: operahom for the rebe

Tl‘;e hbl.lday.mxce declared - _'_';._around 9: 30 a. m
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%y h@sgs

BAGUIO C ITY President

muino capped his second .

ght here by hosting dinner
rtop:

(Friday.
Defense C%ecrctaly Voltan‘e

azmin led thie guests, to--

deferise and military
fcialsat Thc Mansu)n House :

By ARTEM&O DUMLAO

gether wzth major service com- ]
manders of the Armed Forces _

of the Philippines.
- The finction at the ofﬁcmi

sresidential residence here
__lasted Tate into night, accord-
ing to pollce ch1ef St Sup%

Rolando M1randa R

licetnen deployed around The

| “ Mansion House as penpherai' L
“lar trafficin the area:

securlty

“Sources sald Ga7mm mo-;'i--
tored back to Metro Mamla :

Miranda had’ ord.ered po—. g

dmne_r for top dgfense AFP execs

Ves’cerday morning. -
Outside the gates of The
Mansion Hotise, fourists gath—

ered hoping to get aglimpse of

Aquino, causing heavy vehacu-

“The President is expeétéd to

'be here untﬁ Tuesday
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A total 6F 15 armed fotees
Jpgradn projects, including
air assets and communication
:quipment, were completed

ast year, miilitary ‘data ob-
amed by The STAR showed. -

"The pro;ectq have atotal cost
»f more than P18 billion ‘and

ire expected to improve the .
miz%ary s security and disaster

esponse capabilities.

‘Six of the projects will go fo -

he Army while four will ben-
fit the Navy. Three projects
willboost.the capabilities of
he Air Force while two will
10 10 the General Headquar-
ér8 and Armed Forces of the
“hilippines Wide Support and
separate Units.

__Big ticket iterns completed

By ALEX!S ROMERO

this’ year mclude the three

units of C-295 medium lift air-

craft, the eight urats of 412EP -
combat utility helicopters and

eight attack helicopters for the
Air Force, 50,629 assault rifles
for the Army and Marines, and
two units'of naval Helicopters. .
Security officials previously -
~ said that the three C-295 planes

cost P5:29 billibr while the
eight 412EP helicopters were

acquired for P4.65 billion:

= The eight attack helicopters
cost P3.44-billion while the as-

sault rifles and the two naval
helicopters were worth P1.94
biliion and P847.5 billion, re-
spectzvely

“in 2015 were 720 units of 40
“mm grenade launchers (P45

million), 330 units of personal
_role' radios (P86 million) and
eight tinits of 40mm automatic
‘grenade launchers (P19.75 mil-
- lion) for the Navy; 473 units of -
20W Man Pack Radios (P652.8
‘million), 1,376 inits of 5W.
“handheld radio and 210 units

of high frequency 50 W radios

(coinbiried amount of P863.7
" million), 62 units of 100W base

radio amplifier and-argessories

(PB0.4 million) and 114 units of
M113A2 armored personnel
tarrier (P67.5 million) for the -
‘Army; and communication

equipment (P10.87 million)

_and enhanced data genera-.

1 last year.

" ton svstem (P19 97 million)

for the General Headquarters
and Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippiries Wide Support and'

- Separate Units.-

. The’ Aquino admtmsfratxon’

- has so far completed 65 mili-
tary upgrade projects worth
P30.96 billion, surpassing the
45 pro;ects zmplemented under

the previois regime.. ;
“Of 'the 65 completed pm}-

'ects 24 wentto the Army while

22 benefitted the AirForce. The
Navy and the General Head-
uarters and Armed Forces of
e Phlhppmes Wide Support
and Separate Units each got
eight projects, while the Gov-
ernment Arsenal benefitted
from three projects. .. . ..
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~No one among the troops. - '
fired their guns to- weicome--"_
the New Year, the :

nottoengagein mdxscnmmatei
firing while celebratmg Cimsb
i mas: and New Year. -0 .

_ ' hilippine Na
nal Police (PNP);a year
bams, hag. been_iput_tmg mas

¢ tions, thatstrictly prohlblts t
troops: from engaging. in the
llegal c‘h‘;charge of their 1squed ing tapeon the b:
firearms,” Detoyato said. " © . arms-issued to its personnel, some. soldiers and policemery.
- Even the troops engageci i’ the AFP issted a _nationmde accused of mdwcmmmately??.
_mterna} securitv operations, - ‘stern dlrec’ave for the ’croops'. ~firing ¢ therr guns

. the' causes: of -
ecessary deaths of New
Year/srevelérs inthe past, with. -

'on;tormg repor
2 single soldi
: pprehended for violating
_gmdelmes barrmg servme—;_
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COTABATO CITY The
ontinuing attacks by the

;angsamnrn Islamic Freedom -
ighters (BIFF) in Central Min- ..
lanao has nothing to do with!

he delayed approval of the

iraft Banigsarhoro Basic Law -
BBL) by Congress, the group 5.

pokesrnan said yesterday.:

The draft, as proposed, en- -
bles the replacement of the
Lutonomous Region in Mus-

mMindanao (ARMM) with a
rangsameoro political entity, Tt
s based on the March 27, 2014
‘omprehensive Agreement on
iangsamoro between the gov-

| -H‘F aﬁaeks haw nothin gto do an Bl

By JOHN UNSON and JAIME LAUDE

-emment and t]w Moro Islamic
. 111ev operate. :
For.Col.. Restituto Padll a,..

Liberation Front (MILF).”

man Abi Misry Mama.
+The BIFF is catégor ized s

a terrorist group -and is com- -

their extreme interpretation
of the Qur’an and ruthless
enforcement of a Taliban-style

- "We don’t recognize. o
_qupport the on- roing peace
-effarts of the g government and :
the MILE This i§ our vervawn’
“strugglé for an independent Js=*

“" lamic state,” said BIFF spokes—' N

. Icaqt six BIFF members were
" killed by gavernment forces in
“a‘'series of New Year’s Eve en-
prised of rogue Moro rebels led  counters in Datu Piang, Shariff -
by radical preachers known for”

justice svstem in arcas where

Armed Forces of the Phili lip-

‘pines spokesman, the BIFF is
“simply. a breakaway gioup :
ernmenit and the MILF peace

that has turnied to banditry.”
- Field reports showed that at

Aguak and Shariff Saydona
Mustapha allin Maguindanao
province.

The BIFF first harassed a
military detachment in Baran-
gay Kaungan, Datu Piang, us-
ing an M203 grenade launcher,
resulting in a sporadic fire-

- fight: Italso attacked theArmy :

bangan, Shariff Aguak and
in Baranga}f Linangtangan,
Shariff Saydona Mustapha,

L

On Cliristias Eve, the BIFF
attacked amilitary detachment

in Datu Abdullah Sangki, Ma-

guindanao, but was repulsed
by soldiers. The bandits killed
a farmer during theirescape.

‘Local folks want the gév-

panels to help put anend to"

“the-attacks by the BIFE which

warned of mote attacks 1A res |

" sponse to government’s crack-

downon local Jihadist fachons.

Mama said they would
continue to harass peasants
and the military to show their
continuing opposition to the
presence of state forces in
Moro-dominated areas in the
region.

“The BIFF is not a spent force
as what the military keeps say--

ing. We're here and we shall
make the government feel our

presence in every opportunity
that we can,” Mama added.
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' Te

TROOPERS

STRIKE BACK,

KILL 6 BIFF

By Francisco Tuyay

GROUND

the Bangsamoro Isiarmie

Fighters. killing si¥ of it muf'ﬂwe*c

nd w oundlﬂﬁ

{TOOpS 011 New Year’s

Eve turned the tide of mattle on
1 E.J 11BN

This brings to
rebels who were

i among ‘thiem - Commander Hassan Indaj'
~* dnd one alias “Tambako” Who is reportedly =
o top heutenant of Ustadz Amerﬂ Umbra-

_Kato “and three child soidiers;

* " Therenewed BIFF attacks happened after o
* the terror group decided 1o lay low follow-
. ing the death of their leader Basit Usrnanf}f

. who 'was killed by army pursuing troops m'

o Magumdanao 1ast September. -

: . The BIFFs last-ditch effort to exact re-

venge against the military started when

- the rebels attacked a military detachment
in Datu Piang where they fired an M203

* grenade which exploded some 50 meters

abott 6 pm.-

“The already prepared military forces
J,mmedlately engaged the harassing lawless

At around 9:30 p m, about 30 BIFF reb- :
el attacked the Timbarijzan Detachmentof -
the 34th IBin Barangay' T1mbangan, Shariff.
- Aguak, Maguindahaobut they were met by
a barrage of gunfire by drmy troopers KSR
" After.an hour-long cesssation of gunfite, .
: the rebels resumed:their attacks this time;'.’
at the Linantangan ] Detachment of the 40th - -
 Infantry - Battalion situated ‘at Barangay " -
* Linantangan, Sharrif Syadona . Mustapha, -
Maguindanao but theére were no reported -
' casualties on the government side.

nunities aﬁe_c 2 d

: Jorted that retreating rebels carried.
:g?h therg ahout ! ﬁve 10 511 deas bod;_ . agd
ades L

i wmmded cg;r the number of BIFF

killed after the ‘military

:ts for an! estrmated 15 mmute ﬁre—_

ight, prompting the BIFF to ‘withdraw and.

“ scamper towards chfferent directions,” said
Petinglay.

- On Christmas eve, the BIFF fired mor-
tar shells at a military detachment in Datu

_Sangki;” Maguindanao, but were repulsed
_ -by soldiers.

~"As'the BIFF rebels withdrew, the terror
group chanced on civilian farmers and shot
therm mercilessly.

Army Chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo Ano has
earlier ordered an additional deployment
of troops in Central Mindanao in anticipa-
tion of heightened BIFF attacks to protect

. civilian communities and strengthened the

military’s defense against future assaults.
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‘Kaiayaan gmup Wraps upSpratly protest

the. Kalayaan Group occupied_' mcadent vnth Chma dunng the
y_}the Phlhpp;nes The group isq

By]aymeeT Garmi ;

MISSION accomphshed?

l“hIs Is Ours) movement are re-

arctheiago after a tampaign on

the island for a week in a defiani -
stand-against China’s claim to.al-
" ‘adamant. “Our peaceﬁﬂ ‘and le--

miost the entire South China Sea.

. The group composad mostly of
yourg vohinteers ranging from 15
to 27 years old—headed by for-
mer Marine- Capt. Nick Faeldon
and accorhpanied by a hired boat
crew---camped on Pagasa from
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, angering China,

which - inigigts "1t'"has “undisprited

smrerezgnty’ " over the strategic wa

tarway through which $5 trillion

in global trade passes every year.

¥ ..Iegally _occupymg dlsputed is
lands i the Spratly archipelago.;

" One of the gmups coordma—:_-_

'tors Joy Ban-Eg; said the group:
1eft Pagasa on late Pnda}r MOIT:,
Around 50 members of . the Yy ATE eXPE 2}

“Kalayaan At Tro”. {Kalayaan "

“Buit ‘Kalayaan Atin: Ito'was~

gal patriotic voyage will never be-

~dependent on what China will-

do. Our objective is to bring to-
the attention of the world the in-
vasion and militarization done by :
China inside our [exciuswe_ eco-

nomic zone] and [extended con- -

“tiriental shelf} at the Kalayaan Is-

land “Group” mumczpahty Ban{f

"Egsaid i atext message.

Pagasais one of five islands in
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Solicitor General Florin Hilbay, Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert def Rosario and Philippine Ambassa-
- dor to the Netherlands Vic Ledda are seen during the first round of the oral argurtfients on the arbitra-
tion case filed by the Philippines against China at The Hague in July 2015, R
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faKdng Attle Steps.
_}'ofwluchmdmdmﬂy:e enoughto_'
_pmvoke acrisis/” Del Rosariosaid.
. "When these small steps are © 1

diction to hear th
'the Plul1ppme=;

“Infiling the case against Bei-
-ﬁ-]mg Manila also wants to‘reaf-.
firvifs right to explott waters -
Cawithinits 200- nautlcal—mﬂe'_
“excltgive economic zone (BEZ)

as allowed under the United Na-|
* Hons Corivention on the Law of .
.. have animpactonthe fate of the - i
Philippines, the regmn an'd5 ]

: ._-’fhe Sea (UN CLOS}....

2 The PCA said Mamla 5. case.;

. was“properly constituted” under -
"the UNCLOS and ’rhat China’s
- “non-appearance” Of ‘refusal
to participate in the ‘arbitration

proceedings did not prectude the
_court’s ]Lﬂ'lSdJCtiOl'l over the case,

e Case pr{xceeded :

to take part in the proceedings,
‘ingisting its has unquestionable

~sovereignty. over the South .
ChiriaSeabased on its nife- dash :

-line claim’

- Aside fro:é‘: the Phlhppmes'

and China, Vietnani, Taiwan,
Malaysia-and Brunel also have
claiths inthe South China Sea.

Artsilclal islands

. Apparently ina bid to
strengthen its position on the

Chinatiasstubbornly refused

. 'Novernber

155U, Beqmg haf~.

arhfmal 1sland9 cumplcte w1th_'_

Chind's 1sland~bu11dmg ac

s were brought up, durmg :

pm@p_ el
The Phﬂlppmes' concluded it

legal ‘arguments agamst Chin
fore the arbitral tribunal
adeclaration that1t1s entrus

" its faté to'a court that it behevegs*
Sl uphold the Fule of law' and_-'
not the quam’c aspl.rahon of 2 :
'___’nme now past.”. _
‘na speech befare the trxbu—
.nal Del Rosario said whatever
‘isdecided by the tribunal would :

UNCLOS...

i i B
"Del Rosario urged the"UN E

arbitral tribunal not to give
China the “golden key” that

would allow Beijing to convert’
its nine-dash line in the South -
China Sea into & “Berlin' Wall
. of the Sea” and 2 gmn’c fence”

owned by Befjing.

: APEC hostmg

of the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) summit in

- We confidently entrust our -

 fate, the fate of the’ region and, in-

- deed, the fate of the Convention
to you,” del Rosario said, as he
expressed confidence the court’s .

-~ “capable. hands” would steer the

issuete “a tmly just sohution.”

. The cnur\try 5. mtemahonal'
‘image also got sorme birnish-
" ing from its successful hosting

. Success. came even 1f the___:

E _omple’cel}

Marc:iano Paynor }r chau*man

(AELM) m MamIa onNov. 18 19 _

.due 0 domestlc CONCems.”

“In"a meeting betweeri Dél

- 'Roz«,ano and Hhis Chinese cotin=
terpart. Wang, Y1 on Nov- 10" at:

the DFA, Manila agreed not to

.1n<:1ude the ‘30uth Chma Sea

Wang sald he wotld like to
make sure the attendance of

President Xi Jinping in the sem-

mit would be smooth ';afe and

c:uccesqfui
“While asc.unng the C}uneSe:

' '-off_ic1alw, of ‘trouble-free. atten-
~ dance; Philippine officia '

mztted the maritime: d:bpute
might be discussed aong of-
ficials on bilateral basis.

-+ *Under the shadow cast by -

the terrorist attacks in Paris, Bei-

1t and against Russian aircraft

over the Sinai, and elsewhere,

_we strongly condemmn all acts,
- metheds and practices of terror-
igmuin all,
: .festatlons the leadsrs said.in a

esr forms. and T mani-

nine-page 2015 APEC Economic

. Leaders’ Declaration. .

- The leaders cited “the urgent’
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need for increased international
T cooperation and solidarity inthe
- QFFICE Of
———— conctuded the aririitl meetmg
“We will fot allow terrorism

to threaten the fundaméntal

values that underpin our free:
and: Gpen economies,” the Iead~
~ers-said. “Economic, growth

: prosyenty and opportunity are
amony the most powerful tools -
to'address the root causes of fer- .
ronsm and radicalization.” "
- The APEC leaders’ last major' 3
:stateme_r_i' on ferrorism was in ;

2001 after the 9/11'_:

The DFA last year aIso had to

.deal wzth controversy sparked -

o by the US insistence
o i'j-'on the' implementa-
-, tion'of the Enhanced
. Defense Cooperation
- Agreement (EDCA)

‘with the Philippines..

In November, US

""'Ambassader Philip*

- Goldberg said EDCA
= held up for more.

. than a year since it .

. was signed with the -
- Philippines = would -
- be for the mutual -

th thhppmes .
i Washington 15
hopefu] theSupreme

- Court would hand .
- down afavorablede-
. cision on the defense

- ‘agreement, he said.
o The

* pines, he said, is'set

-to receive-a ”]11gh
amount” of foreign

military funding in:

2016 after receiving

$79 milliont in bilat-".
eral assistance from

.the US last year.
“US President

_ Barack Obama ear- .

~ lier promised thata
ibig part of the $140"
- million in foreign -
OFFICE OF THE A military funding in

fight against terforism” as they .

s somethmg called manhme

put to test the diplomatic rela-
Hons between the Phdzppmes
--"and the'US.
AN Olongapo coturt mled on .
Dec1 that Pemberton was guilty -
‘of horhicide and not murder for
- Laude’s death.. : -
Pemberton was senteniced to. L
-8ix t0.12: years, imprisonment...
Reg.tonal Irial Court Judge Ro- -
line ijez-}aba}.de also-ordered
Pemberton to pay P50,000 as

the region in 2016 would go to .
.resolve to peace, the EU's eager-~

the Philippines.

the range of $79 million this

yeat. It was originally targeted. .
at $50 million. Tt's increasing

nd what has been propos:

security mitiative in the reglon
Goldberg said.:

S Our ablhty to heip the Phil-
Ippmes (is also tied to EDCA),” -
theambassador said when asked
I the US support to the Phili

terrorist attacks in fhe United ' p

berfon for the k:ﬂlmg of Fihpm

ansgender Jeffréy

i%nd
\':}I' el '-.yea.

civil indemnity and P4.32 mil-
lion to Laude’s family as dam-
ages for loss of earning capacity.

“The court noted that under

the Visiting Forces Agreementf'
(VFA) between the US and the.
- Philippines; the confinement
+ detention of US personinel shall-
be carried out in facilities mutu~
ally agreed upon by authontzeq ;
-from both countries. - :

E&} s commrtment

- Despite delays in the passage'
Philip= of the Bangsamoro Basic Law.:

(BBL), the Eviropean Urtion (EU)
- vowed to continue supporting -

Mindanao peace and develop- . .
mend efforts, initially with'5. 5
: .shoohng

million etros or P275 miltion.

~“The European Union j'is 3
impressed by the fact that the
government’s and the MILFs
commitment to the peace pro-
cess despite the delay of the
“adoption .of the Bangsamoro .
Basic Law has not chariged,”
Etropean Union Ambassador
coecand Beqmg

Franz Jessen said..

“We have upped ¢ our forelgn B
nnhtary funding for the Philip-
. pines. It will be somewhere in -

the Middle Fast: Resplratory Sy
: drome cororaamrus (MERS-CoV) -

“tody of Li-Qingliang and hxs;
wife;'Guo Jing, who worked i m|

~“And inspired with this firm

ness and readiness to cupport 52835, 5205

.+ the calls for a negotiated po-
litical settlement 1 m Mndanao

remams "hesaid. ¢

“The EU said its programs in
Mindanao can'bé implemented. -
with or without the BBL, riot-
1ng that the commutment’ goes;
'beyond the passage of the BBL. .
L Also Iastyear, the DFAworkeéL :
donible time to address threats of-

healthicare ‘personnel in Saudi
Arabia had. conu"acted MERS—
=COV’ S

Alsolast VearmCebu amme_.'

incident. took" on’ dlplomaﬂb
“color as it 'invelved a Chinese

consular’ officxai and oﬂqer d1p— :
domats.... s =

and her husband involvedin the'
fatal shooting of two Chiinese -
diplomats and the: wounding

~of the consul general in Ceby

City were flown to China on-

the night of Oct. 23 even before
-local police could complete thelr

investigation.
blice tirned over t

the consulate’s visa section, to;

-~ Chinese authorities. .

+ The couple is accused of hll—

mg diplomats Sun Shanand Hm!

Liand wounding Consul-Gener-
-alSong Ronghua, whosurvived:
abullet wound ifi the neck, at the;
Lighthouse Restaurant in Cebu!

. The couple invoked d1p»l
Iomatm 1mmumty aﬂer tha

“The DFA clariﬁed thaf im-
mumty énjoyed by thhppme
and Chinese diplomats in

-accordarice with the Vienna

Convention:orn Consular Rela-
‘tionis was expanded with the
signing of the 2009 Consular _
Agreement between Manila _

i 5985, 5295

l
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ciined and left the island town
tore oon Friday on mail

- group ne
from Pa >
':W'.'-Eed}b 0 e Off ered'_fg};fm ihe
fairi Nicanor F ~ship to bring. them © ‘o their sate e
ciudent volunteers were ini--. Puerto Princesa City but -:igx_ey__:- 7 The ¢ P iari gandf;htii
- H Y . - . et e a c PEERS Ty “ wF S B A .. Ona 'a-a i ;
tially-offered by the military - declined as they all opted to. . camp Oft; 'guié'}'fiﬁbo}id S

" a3 on their rented smail boat,”  Spratlys in-
* Apmied Forces of the Philip=. against Chi
pines (AFP) ‘spokesman Col. of the region:

a Navy boat to take them {0
Puerto Princesa City - s
. The group, howevef, de=%

clawmn; 1o most

- mediate pull out from Pag-asa. illegal that impairs peace and ‘

They went against govern- Island, including the civilian - stability in:the region-as it '

ment warnings not to pro- islanders and the soldiers sta- _infringed--.o'ri--_ifs_-soverei:gﬂty '

jands because of ~tionedin the area, pointing out It also wvowed it will take all .

5 it thattheplace1s anintegral pait: necessary easures 1o protect -

of its maritime domai sitimate and lawful rights

° Tajwan,one of the six claim=. - hina 8
ants in the region, also declared

, the AFP main-
reviously accused the govern-  its opposition to the “Freedom tained the presence of the,
ment of not doing enough to  Voyage” made by the group to" student volunteers in Pag-asas

stand up to China.. Pag-asa. . s legitimate since the 1stand.
" China demanded their im- - Taiwan said the activity 15 is part of Philippine territory.
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EMC welcomes release of capt'ive trooper, hopes NPA will stop
extortion, terror attacks

MANILA, Jan. 2 (PNA) -- While stating that it strongly appreciates the release of Sgt. Adriano Bingil whom
New People’s Army (NPA) fighters released on New Year's Eve, the Eastern Mindanao Command (EMC)
is hoping the rebel group will continue with such gestures and stop their extortion activities and senseless

attacks on development projects.

This was stressed by EMC public affairs office chief Capt. Alberto Caber in a message to the PNA
Saturday.

It can be recalled that the NPAs kidnapped Bingll, a member of the Bayanihan team of 26th Infantry
Batialion deployed in Barangay Mahagsay, San Luis town, Agusan Del Sur last Sept. 19,

He was about to send some money to his family when snatfched by the rebels.

"The EMC is open to talk peace and will accept NPA members who would like to return to mainstream
society," Caber added.

Bingil's release was made possibie through the efforts of Iglesia Filipina Independiente Bishop Felixberto
Calang; San Luis Mayor Ronaldo Corvera; and Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte,

He was freed in Barangay Durian, Las Nieves, Agusan Dei Norte afternoon of Dec. 31. (PNA}
JBP/PFEN

www . inauirer.nel

Sulu town attacked by armed men

ZAMBOANGA CITY — A group of armed men has stormed the Sulu town of Pata Island past 5 p.m.
Saturday but no casualties had been reported so far.

Sulu Vice Gov. Abdusakur Tan said more policemen had aiready been sent to the area and firefight had
been reported.

Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, commander of the Army's 501st Infantry Brigade based in Sulu, confirmed the
incident,
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He said a company of policemen had been sent to the island but the military has not sent any soldier as of
yet.

“If the police request for assistance, we will send troops there,” Arrojado said.

Tan said it appears the attack was political in nature and was the handiwork of the rivals of Pata Mayor
Anton Burahan,

Burahan is currently in Manila, he added.

Tan said the attack ocourred as text messages circulated in Sulu about Burahan's alleged plot “to attack
civilians whom he considered as not supportive of his reelection bid.”

“That is reportedly a political ploy of his adversaries, one of whom is his nephew,” he said.

www.inguirer.net

Soldier gunned down in Maguindanac fown
By: Nash B Mauiana

finguirardoinet

Inguirer Mindanao

sry ang, Y018
COTABATO CITY ~ Unjdentified men shot dead an Army soldier near a military detactiment in Datu
Salibo town in Maguindanao Saturday morning, authorities said.

GE3E PR g

Datu Salibo Mayor Norodin Salasal identified the victim as Private First Class Samsudin Mokammad of
the 57th Infantry Battafion and a resident of Datu Piang, Maguindanao.

Initiat police reports said one of two motorcycle-riding men shot Mokammad at ciose range with an
automatic rifle, whose caliber has not been ascertained yet.

Investigators said Mokammad had just emerged from a local store in Barangay (viltlage) Crossing Pagatin
— which is about 300 meters away from a military detachment — when attacked around 8 a.m.

Mokammad instantly died from at least 10 gunshot wounds in different parts of his body, the police said.

Esmie Simpal-Olong, a relative of the victim, said they believed his work as a soldier was the main reason
for the attack on Mokammad.
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Military truck na karga ang nasawing Army officer bumangga, 5

sugatan o
By Bombo Mars deSanPasted in Latest News w0 oy i

ZAMBOANGA CITY - Aksidenteng nabangga sa isang motorsiklo sa Zamboanga City ang military fruck
na nagdadale pauwi sa labi nang nasawing Army officer sa nangyaring sagupaan laban sa Abu Sayyaf sa
lalawigan ng Sulu na nagresulta sa pagkasugat nang anim katac kabilang ang dalawang taong gulang na

bata.

Ayon sa impormasyon, nangyari ang aksidente dakong alas-11:00 ng umaga kung saan lulan sa military
truck na minamaneho ni Pfc. J.M. Macindang ang labi ni 2Lt. Ronald Detalla para iuwi sa kanyang pamilya

sa Camiguin province.

L ymalabas sa imbestigayson na pagdating sa may curve portion ng kalsada partikular sa may Sitio Mala,
Barangay Lubigan ay hindi umano napansin kaagad ng sundalo ang paparating na motorsiklo na
minamaneho naman ng nasugatang driver na si Felix Cuartocruz Gregorio, 38, kaya nabangga niya ito.

Lima pa sa kanyang mga back rider ang tumilapon din at nasugatan na kinitalang sina Fascuala Gregorio,
33: Nenita Ricarda, 38; Angelica Cuartocruz, 13; Langlang Ortigas, 14, at ang dalawang taong gulang nha
si Stephanie Gregorio.

Isinugod sa pagamutan ang mga nasugatang biktima at dalawa sa tatio sa kanila kabilang ang driver ang
nakalabas na ng ospital.

Nilinaw naman ng Western Mindanao Command (WestMinCom) na nadaan naman sa areglo ang
naturang aksidente at nakaalis din ang nasabing truck dala ang bangkay ng Army ooficer.

Matatandaan na si Detalla ay nasawi sa iabanan sa humigit kumulang 300 mga Abu Sayyaf members
nitong nakalipas na Huwebes ng hapon sa bulubunduking bahagi ng Sitio Sangay, Barangay Buhanginan,

Patikul, Sulu.

Si Detalla ay ang nagsisitbing piatoon leader ng 2nd Scout Rager Battalion na nakabase sa Sulu.

Kasama rin sa mga nasugatan sa nangyaring matinding sagupaan ay ang isa pang opisyal na si Capt.
Edmar V. Sammonteat, at ang anim na sina Pfc. Ernie B. De Guzman, 8/Sgt. Wilson M. Fontanii, Pfc.
Joemar R. Andrez, Pic. Dennis E. Desembrana, Pfc. Alpert N. Dinio, Sgt. Arthur B. Andama.

Ayon sa pulisya, idadaan sa barangay settlement ang nasabing pangyayari kung saan parehong

nagkaintindihan ang dalawang panig na hindi na magsasampa ng kaso at tutuiong na lamang sa mga
gastusin sa paggamot sa mga biktima.
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AFP operations pmag-;bayo vs BIFF na umatake bago ang new year

By Bombo KoronadalPosted in Latest [ews:

(Update) KORONADAL CITY - Patuloy ang operasyon ng militar laban sa Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom
Fighters (BIFF) sa kabila nang pagpasok ng bagong taon,

Kaugnay nito, nakapagtala ng tatlo pang-aatake ng BIFF sa mga detachment ng militar noong bisperas ng
bagong taon.

Sa naturang pag-salakay ng mga rebelde, anim na BIFF ang namatay at marami rin sa kanila ang
sugatan, samantaia wala namang sundalo ang nasaktan sa insidente.

tnihayag ni Army 6th 1D spokesperson Capt. Joan Petinglay, nangyari ang unang pangha-harass ng BiIFF
sa detachment ng militar sa Datu Piang kung saan gumamit ang mga ifo ng M203 grenade launcher na
pumagsak ito 50 metro mula sa Kaungan detachment ng Mechanized infantry Company at maswerte

namang walang nasugatang sundalo.

Sumunod dito ang pangha-harass ng nasa 30 BIFF members sa detachment ng 34th 1B sa Timbangan,
Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao.

llang oras naman matapos nito, inatake rin ng armadong grupo ang kampo ng 40th 1B, 6th ID sa Brgy
Linantangan, Shariff Saydona Mustapha, Maguindanao.

Agad namang nakaganti ng putok ang militar sa ginawang pangha-harass ng BIFF dahilan upang umatras
ang mga io.

Ayon naman sa report ng mga residente, nakita umano nifa na sa pag-withdraw ng BIFF dala nila ang
nasa anim na mga bangkay ng kanilang kasamahan at marami rin sa kanila ang sugatan.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the fand.

-




