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: "'Byjerry E. Esplanada
' and Gul C. Cabacungan

: Castro Arnuifo Marcos
g Bomfamo dé Castro. i
“Alawmaker said the sackmg_-__'_
of the retired generals was long .
: overdue, but two BOC officials
clainied that the replacement of -
. the former officers of the Armed .
" 'Forees of the Phﬂ;ppmes (AFP)
was ¢ eiecuon—related ‘aimed at
ralsmg campa.rgn funds for-_;.‘

::_phone mterview.
“Gunigundo said. the '.appom :
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- commitree chair. sald;G ongres
had to take this action becduse’”
_;.thifl DOF_ : _:'d BOC had refused :

tions, especially with only'a fe
_.months remaining 5

chiefstressedthene : 1= clared'and inder
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. By CHRISTINA MENDEZ
. When the Senate ¢
opens its investigation
into the killing of 44 polic
commandes in Maguin-
danaoon Jan. 25, President

Aquino may be invited to.
face the chamber to answer - poopierm Brrile alced.
some. questions — that is =~ = =570
if Senate Minority Leader -
Juan Ponce Enrile gets his

wish.

" Enrile said he wanted Aqui- -

‘no to attend- the hearing ~to

be led by the committee on
public-order and ;daﬂger’ogs-,,
 drugs 5o the Chief Exectitive

could explain his actionis or
- inaction that may have led:to”
the'tragedy. = e
"1t P-Noy.wants o answet -
- the'questions [ intend to ask,.
T will welcomie him,” Enrile.
-said “And: 1f he wants to at-

“said-“And:if
tendthe hearing i the Senate,

of the'elite Spe
— were leaving a barrio 1
Mamasapano in Maguindanao
“after killing ‘a notoricus Ma-

-laysian terrorist when they en- -

couintered guerrillasbeloniging.
“to the Moro Isiamic Liberation

~FPront and Bangsamoro Istamic

Freedom Fighters. The com-.

‘mandos ‘waited for feinforce-.

‘ments that never came. . =

- The Senaté committes on
‘public order agreed to feopen
the probe upon the request of -
- Bnrile; who cited new informa- .
ton regarding the incident.
- Inaspeech; Enrile said there -
‘isaneed tolookinto “sensitive
“periods” before and after the:

Jan. 25 incident;

overnment? Was i
Shatd o

“Was there a government in those mo-
ments? We would like 1o get the answers
= Lo these because if there was 1o govern-
-~ ment, then there was something wrong,
lerribly wrong with our system of govern-

ment,” he added.

Apart from President Aqui-
TIv0, 80TE senators are also
inclined to urge Liberal Party
standard-bearer and former
interior secretary Manuei Rox-
as 1l to attend the inquiry.
“Let us remember that Sec.
Roxas was then head of the
DILG (Department of the In-
terior and Local Government).
He can be invited even if he has
resigned from post. As a privale
person, the Senate can also com-
pel him to attend the hearin gs.”
asource told The STAR.

- Up to senators

At Malacafiang, Presiden-
tial Communications Op-
erations Office Secretary Her-
minio Coloma Jr. said it would
be up to senators to decide on
whether to participale in the
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“What happened to the
? e S

e entiré instrument of -
overnment to maiitair order.
this countty, to protect the -

hearing, amid Sen. Alan Peter
Cayetano’s call for some of his
colleagues to inhibit from the
probe to ensure impartiality.

On Friday, Aquino said the
senators’ decision te reopen
the Mamasapano investiga-
tionwas politically motivated.
Cavetano is running for vice
president.

Roxas said he would rather
not comment on calls for Poe ~

= to inhibit; but expressed his
willingness to attend the probe
if summoned.

“You know, it's not for me
to.comment on somebod
else’s conduct, especidlly if she
ismy rival,” Roxas told report-
ers in Cavite last Sunday.

“If they invite me, okay. 'm

‘not hiding anything. And after

2
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several hearings and they
still want to know some-
thing, why not?” he added.
Roxas claimed he was
left out of the loop when
the SAF operation was
planned and executed. -

Falling on deaf ears

Cayetano’s call may have
fallen on deaf ears. Poe
has made clear she would
attend the hearing as the
chairperson of the Senate
committee on public order.

Poe said she has dem-
onstrated her impartiality
in the past and that she
would continue to ddsoin
the fan. 25 hearing.”

Vice presidential candi- -

date Sen. Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr. said that there is no
' reason to ask any of the
senators to inhibit from the
- hearing, as it is their job to
ask questions during the
proceedings. .
‘Hesaid it should bé up to
the public to judge the'mo-
tives of the senators based

| OFFECEOFTHE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@

on their actions or behavior

during the hearing,

“If the cbncern is that
this would be used for
political purposes, 1 think
we should just leave it up
to the Filipino people (io
judge) because they can
see whether a person is
merely grandstanding or is
truly committed to bring-
ing justice to the families of

‘the SAF 44, Marcos said, -

“The entire country

‘wants to find out what re-
ally happened to the people -
- who killed the policemen,”

Marcos said in Filipino.

~ . He said he is fully sup- .
- portive of the call to reopen

the Mamasapano probe be-

* cause he wants to know the

status of the cases against
the perpetrators.

Sen. Ralph Recto, who
is running for reelection,
also rejected the call of
Cayetano.

“I will be attending the
hearing to find out if there
are any new evidences.

gmail.com - Tel ho. (02) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295

That's the purpose why
we are reopening the in-
vestigation,” Recto said.
“It's part of our work,
We must be accountable
and responsible for the
work of our elected posi-
tions. We owe it to the
people. If we are given
media exposure for our
Work, then so be it,” Sen,
;Vicem-e Sotto T said.
' For Kabataan party-list

- Rep. Terry Ridon, the Sen-
ate’s move to recpen the

Mamasapano probe would
greatly help deternmine the
extent of mvolvement of
President Aquine and some
of his Cabinet officials.

“This is the chance for
the Senate to clearly pin-
point command respon-
sibility and hold govern-
mentexecutives, including
President Aquino himself,
accountable for the blood-
bath,” Ridon said.

— With Aurea Calica,
Marvin Sy, Alexis Rome-
1o, Paolo Romero
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By GENALYH D, KABILING

e *‘»{% overnment forces are

% " determined to pursue
U @ efforis to locale and

L% arrest Moro National
Lihos ation Front (MNLE)Y founder
Nur Misuari for his alleged in-
voivement in the Zamboanga
giege in 2013, Malacaﬁang said
yesterday.

Misuari, lormer g(:vm nor of
the Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM}, was reported-
ly spolted in & gathering of MNLI
supporters in Sulu last Friday.

Presidential Communications
Operations Secrelary Herminio
Celoma Jr. said although they
could nol yel confirm the report
ahout Misuari's public appear-
anee, aulhorities would still carmy
out the arrest warranl against
him. A

- IJ""“ f\r" T l?' ﬁ"\l!‘\/ f\iH"“" l'\ 1
LA Sh o L) SR I &Y 5

:fmg with armed MNLE m
“wellas Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) gu

o the upcomm'g Islamu:

' We have yet tc conﬁrm the report:'

Reports saxd'Mzsuan held
embers a

men 1n Indanan, Sulu The meeting:

oW ARD, L
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-5alokal!

g
drangay offi cial ; ang gdilar
‘Quezon

pero wala namang nak;

te'ng Lamon B
ared ng fourth distric
uezoti ay fidkatanggyp
'umano g demang
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acknowledged Moro islamic Liberation Front camps in
{from left) former Agriculture Secretary and Philipp ne go
camps coordinater Mohamad Saleh, Castrs Amran and Co

2 million wortha

Telno. (02) 845-9555 Loca: 5285, 5205

¢ vpnamyigomin-
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-';';1pp1nes c}uef Ge y
- Iriberri and 52 other ewiy
" proinoted generals and flag of-
- “ficers of the military took their . P
" paths'of office before Pres;dent ander
‘Aquine yesterday.. =
~Among the high-ranking -
officials- who:joined Irib-
‘erri weré Major Gererals. er
"Ricardo Visaya; Westetn.
“‘Mindanao Command’ chief;: ne
‘Eduardo Afio, Phxhppme’ “1io Ras
“Afmy chief; and Romeo Emma
‘Tanalgo, Philippine Marines
commandant; who were pro= Fr
~ ‘moted‘tolieutenant general,

Qm PO Conrsi
.-rardo Barnento S ] Roiando

“ chief, who was promote t
ovice admiral. -
- Promoted to ma]or genera
. "and rear admiral were Brig.
- Gen.-Bdmundo- I’angllma_nf
 Contmodore Aurelio Rabusa
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BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Aguino yesterday
honoted two -ambassadors who
recently completed their terms
of office, bestowing on them the
‘Order of Sikatuna for promot-
ing Philippine interest and wel-
fare of Filipinos abroad, among
others

The President conferred the Ox-
ider of Sikatuna with the rank of
+Grand- Cross (Gold Distinction)
:on Manuel Lopez (] apan} and Caz-
Jos Salinas (Spain in Malacafiang.

After the event, the President
admmmtered the oath of office on
33 tecently promoted militaty of-
ficers, Jed by AFP chief Gen. Her-
inando Triberri.
; ﬁ?cy was recognized for l'us
texemplary efforts which conttib-

uted significantly to the elevation
of Philippisiesfapan relations to

thatof a strategic partnership, and
for his commitment to working
closely with Japan in advocating
maritime security in accordance
with interpational laws.

He was also bestowed the award
for coordinating high-level vis-
its between the Philippines and
Japan, including the state visit of

iPrime Minister Shinzo Abe to the

Phihppmes in 2013 and the state
visit of President Aquino to Japan
last year,

Salinas, who will be replaced by
ichief of pre&ndenﬂal protocol Ce-
;ha Anna Feria, was conferred the
‘same award fo]lomng his service
»ambassadot to Spain since 2010.

! He is being rccogmzed for his

“active engagements” in forging
defense cooperation between the
Philippines and Spain and for his
initiatives to otganize a research
group which Jled to the discov-
ety of historical documents that
strengthened the country’s claim
rover Bajo de Masinloc.

| He was honoted also for defend- -

ling Philippine maritime interests
Em the International Maritime Q-

‘ganization and the European Mar-

GFF:CE OF THE ARMY CHifitime Safety Authority, and for his

=contribution to peace-building ef-

forts in the soﬁtherh P

Page: E {2’

by arranging visits to: Spaifi of of-.

ficials from the execiive and Ieg—_'::'
islative branches of the Phlhppmc

government to learn frbm Spain’

experxences with ite: autonomous-_ :
regions, in rclatmn to the ongoing.

peace process in Mindanao, *
The Order “of  Sikatiing, esta

lished in 1953, is conferrcd by the;.
President of : the Ph;hppmes omi

individuals who have rendered ex-

ceptional and meritGrious services

to the Phxhppmes

It is also given to d1plomats of_".:

ficials and nationals of foreign

states who have provided serv-
ices in fosteting, developing, and.
strengthening. relations between ;
the Phﬂzppmes and thelr resp'_ =

tive courntries.

Aside from Iﬁb’érr

nold Quiapo, Conrado Paria Jr.,

Gerardo Barrientos - Jr., Rofando -
Picar, Angelito dé Leon, ‘Alexan: .

der Balotan, Andte Costalcs Ro-

dolfo Santiago,-and Elmer Pabale

Rear Adm. Autelio‘ Rabusa Joio
Brigadier Generals :
Pelaez, Florentino Rasco, Danilo:

Chad Isleta, Emmanuel’ galamat
Francisco Carada Nicolas: Parxlia."
Joel Celino, I.aurcn¢ STumanda;

Frederick Evans Ramos, _L1brado
Moog, Alan Arrojadoe, Leoncio’
Cirunay Jr., Emigdio Guevara
Jr., Arleen Gorreon, Rafiel Sers
Jose, Demy Tejares, Rhoderick
Parayno, Raul Farnacio, Maximo
Ballesteros, Romeo dela Cruz,
Avin "Parreno Diosdado Respe-
clo, Aschimedes Viaje, Harold Ca-
breros Noeel Clement, Alvin Fran+
cis jzwer and Ronnie Bvangelista;
and Commodoses Elson Aguilar,
Emesto Entquez, Vieme Tor-

king
their oaths were' Lieutenant ‘Gen="
erals Ricardo  Visaya,” Hduardo
Adflo, and Romeéo Tanalgo, Vice -
Admiral Caesar . Tacead; " Major
Generals Edmundo Pangilinan,
Galileo Gerard Kintanar Jr., Ar-

Comeho_.‘

ratba, Jaride Frandisco, Gaundentio—
Collado Jr,,

Robert Empedrady’
and Rene Medina.

(62) 845-9555 Local: 5285, 5295
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CONGRESS yesterday asked the
?hilippine government to study
1 proposal to issue a P130 billion
etail bond to fund a long-term mili-
ary modernization plan to secure
ts strategic rescrves in the South
China Sea.

Arnel Ty, deputy minority leader
it the lower house of Congress, said
congress will ask the Treasury to
consider a bond issue to enable Fili-
»inos to save and at the same time

selp secure the Philippines’ mari-

‘ime borders against China’s rapid
cxpansion in the South China Sea

“The ‘bulk of the additional funds
raised from the bond offering may
2e set aside to acquire new war-
ships, like frigates and corvettes,
for deployment to the West Philip-
pine Sea (South China Sea),” Ty told
reporters.

“We have to invest in new war-

ships to secure the potential huge
oil and gas deposits in the West

Philippine Sea, which are the key to

sur energy independence,”

National Treasurer Roberto Tan
told Reuters he had not been advised
about the submission, saying “I still
have to familiarize myself with the
proposal”.

Last month, President Benign Aqui-
no vowed to leave behind a stronger
and more capable militatry to face
maritime challenges in the contested
Sprat Islands when he leaves office
on June 30, announcing an 83.9 bil-
lion peso five-year spending plan
extending to 2017.

China claims almost all the South
China Sea, believed to have huge de- -

prosits of oil and gas, through which
about $5 trillion in ship-borne trade
passes cvery vear. Brunei, Malaysia,
the Phﬂzppmes Taiwan and Vietnam
also have claims in the strateg;c
waters,

Deputy minority leader Afh'él';ry said

In 2012; a Chinese. patrol ship -

harassed-a survey ship hired by an
Anglo-Filipino consortium exploring
for oil and gas in the Philippines’

"Recd Bank, an area Beijing cIazmed

to be part of its territory.

Last year, Manila suspended oil and -

gas activities in the Reed Bank area,

Ty said Congress has passed a're-
vised military modernization law,
allocating 75 billion pesos for a five:
year period until 2017. Since coming
to office in 2010, Aquino has spent
about 50 billion pesos on military

e have to irivest| newwaréhips to securs the potential hug
il and gas deposits in the West Fhaiippme Sea,

Page: H‘B

Whlch_are the key to our energy independen e

._equxpment : : o
- This year, Congrcss appropmated
225, billion pesos to acquire two frigs
‘ates, thirec anti- subtiiarine helicop--
ters; six close air support: planes.
and munitions for the South’ Korean-
made FA-50 light fighter planes.
. ‘The military has'an ambitious 15-
year modernization plan to spend
“about' P998-billion to acquire sub-
“marines, ‘advanced missile systems,
and. surveillance aircraft to put the
country on par with its Southeast
Asian neighbors.-Reuxters
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ifpmedthatthenextadmzmstrati il
should ascertain the: fea51b111ty of:
offering up to-P150 billion worth’
of retail bonds to- support the:
Armed Forces e‘f"Ph1hppmes
{AFP} Modermzatmni?rogram 3
" 'House: Deputy: Mmon’cy Leader -
and Party-hst Rep:-Arnel Ty of
LPG- MA ina newxs_statement

| '-mmistratmn 'haxs 0 spen
Luckly bulld up th AF__

7 China, we reaHyhave toreinforc th'
patriotic F111p1nos' to.save monev- - .:_Phlhp Nas
-andhelp defend the country $200=.

mile- excluswe econom:c- zon"” 'm ;

~“The bulk: of h_ :addltl:__ 12
'-funds raised fr he. :
ingmaybe setasideto acquire new - : “tosecure
.warsh1ps--—add1t10na1fngates and . pine“Sea’s h

corvettes—for dep}oyment to the = -

~-pine Sea is: belng.forcefully clalmed:-
* by China; which | ] :
: -art1f1c1al 1sland

- Ty, citinga Congressiotal Plan»_
- ning and Budget Office report;

-said the'administration’ hasso) far_'-'
3 spent PSO 73 bllhon for the m11 _
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: Ph;hppmes (: AF

“all troops. depioy
-personnel of. pohtman '
ernment officials. nd
personahtzes:
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BY VICTOR REYES

THE Anined Forces yesterday saud =
it has atready erased the stigma-
of the “Hello Garci” scandal that -
linked several of its generals in -
the supposed rigging of the 2004

presidential elections.

“We have had no similar case
during the past elections. Also,
a 2013 survey showed a 75 per-

centapproval tating of the AFP,”".

said Armed Forces public affairs
office chief Col. Noel Detoyato.

The Hello Garci scandal in-
valved wiretapped conversations
between then presidential candi-
date Gloria Arroyo and elections
comrmssmner Virgilio Garcillano.

It was implied in thé tape

that several military generals
were involved in the rigging of
the election results in favor of
Asroyo, including then AFP dep-
uty chief of staff for operations
Maj. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon
who rose to become AFP chief,

A mailitary factfinding board
investigated the officers men-
tioned in the wiretapped
conversations but were later
cleared for lack of evidence

~ and-witnesses.: The board was

‘headed by then AFP ifispector
:general Vice Adm. Mateo Ma-
“yuga'who was later promoted
to become Navy chief. . :
“Fhose instances are dlready
considered as lessons Jearned and
. we have made strides,” Detoyato
said, noting the transformation
programs of the AFP, the Army,
Navy and the Air Force.
- “We have our scorecards, the
commanders have scorecards,
the individual soldiers have
scorecards,” he said, referring
to the what-to-do lists. .
“If you will follow these
scorecards, you will not go

.. wrong and consequently follow

the non-partisan stance of the.
A_FP "he said. -
Detoyato expressed’ conf1~
df:nce that the controversy will
not be repeated in this year’s
elections, noting that AFP chief
Gen. Hernando Iriberri has is-
sued “strict and very specific
orders for the AFP to remain non-
partisan during the elections.”
‘"We are very optimistic and
we are looking forward that
there will no repeat of that,”

said “Detoyato, adding that
military officers and men who
will be found engaged in such
activity ‘will face sanction, in-
cluding possible dishonorablq.
discharge from the service. |

Detoyato also cautioned afl
military personnel against shas
ing, commenting,; and liking
articles about the candidates
through Facebook and other so-
cial networking sites, saying this
is tantatnount to partisan politics;

“The soidiers are also remind-
ed on the proper usc of the so
cial media: There are very harsh
repercussions if you click and
share (articles). Just one click

..or.one share Swill spe]l ftout be:
-~ cause. you are aireaciy cxpressmg -
- yourself publicly,” said Detoyato.

Detovato noted that Face-
book and the other social net-
working sites are consxderect as
public dosain. © - 3

He said thé mﬂ:tary reieased
a handbook on the proper use
of social media ‘way in 2014
“That (sharing, commenting
and lkag) will border-of corm

stitute pamsanshlp That is not

allowed,"hesaid. - -

AFP to pols: Ignore NPA demandsg

BY VICTOR REYES

THE Armed Forces yesterday ap-
pealed to politicians running in
the coming elections not to pay

Permit to Campaign and Permit

to Win fees to the communist
New People’s Army, saying this
will mean more rebel atrocitics,
“Our advise to them is not to
give in to extortion because the
money that you will give to them
will be used for more violence,”
said AFP public affairs office chief
Col. Noel Detoyato in a press
briefing in Camp Aguinaldo.

Petoyato said there are un- -

confirmed reports that the reb-
¢ls have already started sending

letters to candidates, demand-
ing PTC and PTC fees, but
added they have yet to receive
official reports from the field.
“* “They may call it some other
“wways but for. us; it is plain and
simple extortion,” Detoyato said
“of the commiinist movement’s

- PTCand PTW. “Don'tgive in(to

the demands of) extoitionists.”
Citing figures in the past,
Detoyato said the rebels were
“able to collect hundreds of mil-
‘lions of pesos from this scheme
-during an election period. He

..said the rebéls usually demand

P500,000 in PTC and PTW fees
from gubernatorial candidates.
CQ éandida'tes who refuse to

heed the extortion demands are
usually subjected to attacks by
the insurgents.

Detovyato said c::;.ﬂchciatc:s1
who receive extortion demands
need to coordinate with author-
ities so that their movement
can be can secured. “We will
provide area and route security.
They just have to be in constant]
coordination with the AFP on
the ground he said. o

“We enicourage theri 1o re—
port it to the Comelec, to the
police, to the nearest military so
that we can take proper action.

We are always dependent oni!85, 5295

the information that you give
us,” said Detoyato.
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AFP reminds soldiers: Don't engage in partisan politics in social media

By Alsxis Romero

MANILA, Philippines - The military on Monday reminded soldiers to be céeful in using social networking
accounts and to make sure that they do not promote or denigrate any candidate or political party.

Armed Forces public affairs chief Col. Noel Detoyato said liking, sharing information or commenting about
a candidate would be construed as engaging in partisan politics and could lead to sanctions.

*Even liking or sharing in social media, these border on or constitute partisanship, which is prohibited
Detoyato said in a press briefing in Camp Aguinaldo.

“The soldiers are reminded on the proper use of the social media. There are very harsh repercussions {for
violators),” he added.

Detoyato said those who would be caught promoting or criticizing candidates or political groups may be
demoted, discharged or lose their benefits.

He also has warning for soldiers who use anonymous accounts for political purposes.

“They can but if they are caught, they will suffer,” Detoyato said, adding that the only partisan activity
soldiers are allowed to perform is to vote.

The military, nevertheless, is confident that soldiers will remain apolitical during the election season.

Detoyato said the military has recovered from the stigma of the “Hello Gare® scandal, which raised doubts
about the credibility of the 2004 elections.

"We did not have simiiar incidents in the past elections,” he said,

fn 2005, some generals were accused of rigging the 2004 polls after their names were mentioned in the
so-called “Hello Garcl” tapes.

The wirelapped recordings allegedly described the ways the canvassing was manipulated to ensure the
reelection of then President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

In the audio files, a woman believed to be Arroyo was asking a man said to be then Commission on
Llections Commissioner Virgitio Garcillano if she could win by more than one million votes.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.

20




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride,

Arroyo apologized for taiking to an election official but was silent on accusations that she benefited from
poll fraud.

www.dwdd.com.ph

OATH-TAKING /f Newly-Appointed General and Flag Officers

By: Alvin Santiago

Hall, Malacafian Palace (DWDD) — President Benigno 8. Aguino il led the QOath-~Taking Ceremony of 52
newly-appointed General and Flag Officers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP).

AFP Chief of Staff Lt Gen Hernando DCA Iriberri, who had been promoted to the rank of General last July
2015, was among those who had taken their oath of office,

Joining Iriberri, were MGen Ricardo Visaya, MGen Eduardo M. Ano, RAdm Caesar C, Taccad, MGen
Romeo T. Tanaigo who were promoted to Lieutenant General and Vice Admiral of the AFP,

Each of the 52 newly-appointed officers together with their family posed for a photo oppartunity with the
President. RTVM / MCAG

www.inquirer.net

Nur Misuari feads meeting of 2,000 MNLF members, supporters in Sulu

By: Julie S. Alipala

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines — Led by their founding chair, the fugitive Nur Misuari, over 2,000

members and supporters of the Moro National Liberation Front (MILF) from all over Mindanao converged
in Sulu.

Misuari faces several charges for the 2013 Zamboanga Siege that left more than 200 people dead and
hundreds of thousands of families homeless.

Habib Hashim Mudjahab, chair of the Istamic Command Council of the MNLF (ICC-MNLF), said the
gathering led by Misuari was g ‘general leadership meeting where discussions were focused on the
preparation of the incoming tripartite meeting.”

Last week, over 40 MNLF members, who were intercepted in this city, were monitored unti they boarded
a boat bound for Suly.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land,




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that s a source of national pride.

Mudjahab said the MNLF leaders ironed out some details “for the January 25 to 27 (Organization of
{slamic Cooperation) Tripartite meeting in Jeddah, and the replacement of the late Ustady Zain Jali by
Alibashier Sidri as new chair of the Bangsamoro Parliament ”

Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, commander of the 501st Army Brigade, confirmed the presence of Misuari in the
meeting held in Barangay (the village of) Kagay in indanan town,

Arrojado said Misuari presided over the assembly of about 2,000 members and supporters.

members in 2013,

“Itis nol our job to serve the warrant of arrest. It's the mandate of our police. If they {police) need our help
as back-up support, we will do s0,” Arrojado said.

Mudjahab said government security forces would have had difficulty arresting Misuari as thousands of
MNLF members and supporters were in the meeting.

the repercussion (of a Misuari arrest),” Mudjahab said. SFM

www.dwdd.com.ph

PHL-US 2+2 // PH Sec to Meet US Ministers in Washington

By: Alvin Santiago

Foreign Afiairs Scererary Albért del Rosario and Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin will meet with US Secrerary of Staie John
Kerry and US Secrerary of Defense Ashron Carter on January 12 in Washington for the second 2+2 Philippines-US Ministerial

Meeting,

MANILA (DWDD) - The two sides are expecled to discuss a range of bilateral issues including defense
and security cooperation and significant developments in the eConomic engagement of the two countries.
The agenda will also cover regional and giobal issues that impact on both countries, in particular, the

expressed interest in joining the Transpacific Partnership trade agreement.
The last 2+2 Ministeria Meeting was held in 2012. DFA I DND / MCAG
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PVAQ wants P1.8 billion to raise monthly pension for WWil veterans from P5,000 to P20,000
By: Philippines News Agency

InterAksvon.com
The online news porial of TV5

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan -- The Philippine Veterans Affairs Office (PVAQ) has sought the increase of the
monthly pension of surviving World War !l veterans from P5,000 to P20,000.

This is contained in the bill seeking a P1.8-billion annual budget for the agency to provide additional benefit to
around 12,000 living WWII veterans throughout the country. Philippine Veterans Bank puts the number of
Word War Il veterans at 9.000.

He said that the bill to this effect was already passed by the House Committees on Veterans Affairs and
Appropriations and this is now being tackled before the Senate.

He added that they are awaiting certification from the Department of Budget and Management {DBM) that there

is available fund for this purpose,

January 9.
Carolina expressed optimism that the DBM will eventually find appropriation for the P1.8 billion needed.

“Through the vears, the P18 hillion will be decreased as the World War i veterans are dying at an average of
300 to 350 veterans per month,” he said, noting that after WW11, there were 360,000 veterans.

Meanwhile, the PVAO head thanked the provincial government, led by Gov. Amado Espino Jr., in partnering
with them to honor the heroic deeds of the veterans and in ‘molding the younger generation to be future
defenders of the nation.”

He hailled the province’s move in declaring January 9 of every year as Pangasinan Veterans Day, in providing
facilities to the PVAQ field office serving not only Pangasinan but outlying provinces, and in providing “cozy
place” (Capitol Complex) for the veterans to reljve their experiences.

He added that Pangasinan can be considered as the Philippine cradle of heroes since it has the most number
of veterans across the country.,

A retired lieutenant general of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, Carolina also recalled the vital role
Lingayen played “not only in Philippine World History but in the whole World War 2 History.”

He said there would've been no battle to liberate Manila if there was no landing at Lingayen Gulf.

Lingayen was the most suitable backdoor to Manila for its would-be liberators as it provided protected
anchorage; was near to several roads in Luzon leading to Manila; was well-removed from heavy concentration
of forces and enforcement around Manila Bay; and provided continuous supply of food, weapons, and other
fogistics, he said.

For his part, Espino told the public to continue the fight of the veterans.
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Espino said the province's observance of Veterans Day since 2008, by virtue of a provincial proclamation in
2007, is a way of thanking the heroism and valor of the war veterans,
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