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Court votes 1
_.ByTarraQ‘ﬁ‘ smundc T
"IN A RULING that al
f--'__lows the basing of more :

US military forces in
the "Phﬂ:tppmes in the:__

- South Chma Sea the
;- Suprerne Court yester—
~ day upheld the consti-
tutionality of the En-
~ hanced Defense Coop-
“eration Agreement (Ed--
‘ca). between Manila’
“and Washmgton :

oIn g 10-4 vote, the court Te-
: 'mOVEd ‘the legal impediment
- that “hung ‘over the pact for
. nearly two years, junking two
petitions questioning Edca's
constitutionality just as Philip-
" -pine and US officials met in
‘Washington to discuss China’s
* escalating military buildup in
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the regmn S waters R
Commdentaliv just hours be-

fore Supreme Court spokesper- .
son Theodore Teannounced the
ruling; a US attack submatine

arrived at the former US naval

j -base cm Su’mc Bay (See story on .
o Both the hﬂlppmes and the_.
) Umted ‘States welcomed - the'_"
" cotirt ruling g
" “TheEdca 1samutuaﬂ'y éne- -
-agreement that will en-
tir ability. to] provide
rapid: hiuhanitarian assistatce
and help:bisild capacity for ‘the .

Armed’ Forées of “the’ Phlhp—"’

f1c1

plnes " the US Embassy said.

- President Aquino's spoi{esper— :
son; Herrninio Coloma Jr., aid
Edca'would irtroduce the AFP to ]
“the” most “modern equipment -
and have'a generanonal Ieap in
. ing his time as Solicitor General, -

our abilities.”

-China’s cantmumg mcursmns-.
and land- reclaniation ‘in the re-
source-rich watefs of the Scurh_

China Sea have been a lingering
security concern in the Asia-Pacif-

ic region, becoming a-backdrop -

for the signing of the Edea as an
execlitive  agreement in - April

2014 to allow greater rotatonal

presence of American troops in
Phlhppme inilitary bases. .

" “Aq ii i3, the Edca is not consn-"f-.
tutmnal‘ty infirm. As an executive”

agreement, it remains consistent
with existing laws and treafies
that it purports to implement.

“Wherefore, we hereby dismiss

the petitions,” the high court said
in its ruling, a summary of which
was released yesterday.

The full decision has yet to be
released. Those who dissented
were Justices Teresita Leonat-

3."3'Bagong- -

_db—De'Céstr'o, ‘Arturo Brion, _Es-
“tela: Perlas-Bernabe and Marvic:
Leonen. Associate Justice Francis

Jardeleza had no part ini the rul--

ing; having handled the case dur-

- Ones . of . the.  petitioners,

cotirt’s - reconsideration - of -the-
case, The group decried the rul-
ing as a “de facto reversal of the

1991 Senate vote to boot out US

bases from the Philippines.” A

‘separate plea was filed by for- -

mer Senators Rene Saguisag and

- _..ngberto Teflada, who were

amiong 12 senatot§ who hadvot-

ed against the US bases. '
The court’s majority decision

held that as the government

had’ argued, the Edca was an-
implementing agreement of the -
“agreement,” as it is ot the prin-

1999 Visiting Forces Agreement

(VEA) and the 1951 Mutual De- "
-~ military presence was allowed,

fense Traaty (MDTY), ruling that

the treaties already provided '

for the rotational presence of
US troops here. :

: yansang ‘Makabayan' i
'(Bayan), said it ‘would ‘seek the ..

-~ The court dlsag-reed “that the
Edea must be submitted to'the

“Senate in the form of & t_reaty for’

conicurrencé by atic s Jeast

" tiwo-thirds of all the members ‘of
-the Senate.” The Senate position
3 ;-was subrrutted 10 the court’ dur—

Cosistitution, the hlgh tribunal
said.. This grants the President
the power “to enter, into an ex-
ecutive agreemerit on foreign
_military bases, troops or: facili-
ties if “it is not the instrument”

that allows such military bas-
ing, ‘and’ “merely aims fo 1mple-
ment an existing law or tréaty.”

Through the “ponencia” by

~Chief .- Justice Maria -Lourdes

Sereno. the court held that “the

“Edca’ is one: such execufive

cipal “pact: throtgh which ‘US

Tesaid in a press briefing. ...
- “FThe court ruled that the Ed-
ca is not the instrument that al-

: The Edca alls: under “Article
XVIII “Section’ 25,7 of. the 1987

Army Core Purpose: S8NVING 1€ pel
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lows US “roops or facilites’ to

enter as the VFA has already -
<o treaty 6 embody an_interna-

donethat,”said Te. .o

“{'he Rdca provides arrange- -

fhents: to impletient €xisting

treaties allowing entry of for-
“eign military troops or facilities
“VEA and ‘the, MDT,.

under the

and thus may be in the form of -

an executive’ agreement solely - gr

withinthe powers of the Presi-

dent and fiot requiring ‘Senate

‘concurrence;” he said:- - -

. “The  executive agreement
‘nust not gobeyond the param--
eters;, limitations, and. .stan-

‘dards set-by the law . and/or
treaty that the former purports
to implement and must not Un-

_duly, expand the international

‘obligation expréssly mentioned':

or necessarily implied in -the
jaw or treaty it said. S
The court ruled that the Presi-
dent must be accorded wider
discretion in.making decisions
regarding external affairs, limit-
ed only by the letter of the law.
“No court can tell the Presi-

" dent to desist from choosing an
"executive - agreement . over -4

tional ‘agreement;: inless” the
“case fails squarely within Arti-
“ela XVILL Sectioni 25,” Te saidin -
summarizing the court’s ruling:
- In view: of ‘the vast constitu- -
' tional powers and’ prerogatives -
anted to the President in the’

field of foreign affairs, ‘the'task:
" of - the cotirtis: to” determine’ -
“whethier the international agree- "
ment is consistent with the ap-

pHicable limitations,” he said. .«

Newplatform .o
- The Fdea provides for in-
creased rotational presence of
US troops in the Philippines, al-
lawing mote-opportunities. for:
the long-standing defense allies.

~toundertake joint military exer-
cises in the aréas of mutual de-~
fense and disaster reSponse.

Defense Secretary Voltaire
Gazmin and US Ambassador to
the Philippines Philip Goldberg
signed the pact just before US

‘ing " strategic pive
" hsia-Pacific, and the
‘pines’ attempts to strengthenits

Gouth ChinaSea - v
. Solicitor General Florin Hilbay. -
whodefended the Edca on'the -
“government’s bepalf, Tailed the
court decision; saying it “paves

fense alliances, creating a new
“platform . for o

President Barack Obama gt
~rived in Manila for'a

rived 1 state visit
APl 20140 i

- “The:"Stpreme - Court ruhng L

‘¢ame ‘amid America’s conting- -

“ Philip-

defense arnid the'disputes mthe -

the way for an enthanced security
arrangement that will respond to

the current domestic and xegion- -
gl coneerns. T o

- “Ftalso _brgathé’s"é:'p?actiéai -
gpirit into one‘of the oldest de-

ol B

cooppetation:

‘tween the Philippines “and the
United  States: Tv reaffiimis the

potency of the powers of ‘the -
President . as  Chief Executive,

‘Commander in ‘Chief and chief
‘architect - of foreign™ affairs,”
Hilbay said in a statement. . -
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Cooperation Agreement
(EDCA) with the United

States in a decision that is -
seen to pave the way for
~, pgreater US military pres--

‘ence in the country.
. Voting 10-4 in their

‘coutt Session for the year yes- -
terday, the justices idismissed "

the consolidated petitions

against EDCA filed by former -

senators Rene Saguisag and

Wigberto Tafiada and mili-
tant lawmakers led by Bayan.

Muna Represeitatives Neri
Colmenares and Carlos Zarate.
- The development comes at
- a time when the Philippines
is building up its military
capability and firming up re-
gional alliances in the’ face of
China’s aggressive moves-in
the West Philippine Sea and
South China Sea. SR

“cally rules outreestablis

America
- Philippine soil." -
LAny pre=positioning o :
" military equipment, vehicles”

A pririter on EDCA specifi-
cally e ment
of US bases in the Philippines
or permanent deployment of

ce pe: 1

or aircraft in Philippine bases

“would be done with permis-
© gion from local military au-

thorities, the primer states.
" Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes

 Sereno penned the majority

[ Turnto Page 8.
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.:'agreed w;th the executlve:_
- branch’s position that EDCA
complies withthe reqwxemen’c::

'an agreement can Qri]y be c(m-__:jf
tr.eaty when it 'serv

;au’c orzty and wu:ler d15cre
tion, subject only o ‘the leas

amount of ‘checks and restric-
t:o;_}s under the: Constltutlon o

' Antonio Carpioand Associate:
~Justices Presbitero Velasco:
- Jr., Diosdado Peralta, Lucas::
. Bersamin; Mariano del Cas--
“tillo; Martin Villarama Jr.;
Jose: Pérez, jose Mendoza and:;

_ Biénvenido Reyes!

Associate Iustmes Teresua i
.Leonardo- de Castro, Arturo’.
Brion; Estela Perlas-Bernabe -

and Marvic Leonen dissented,

“while Associate Justice Francis’
o Iugh coutt 1 oral arguments’

" in November 2014 and had
- been up for resolution smce

}ardeleza ‘took no part due to
his previous handling .of the
case as solicifor general. .

pio

“ions of De Castro; Brion and
“Leonen, were not immediately
‘reléased as they were still be~_ :
“ing circulated among the ] ]us-

tices for signhature, -

“The case. was heard by the

“Te explained that the mhng
'.-could still be subject to appeal as

f the ruling on the Senate’s -
contrary position, the SC of- -
ficial stressed that the high'
court has'the mandate under
‘the Constitution to resolve. '_EDCA was part:of}uq so-called’
constitutional issues. v
. "The high'court had reset
- '_dehberahons onvthe case three
‘Himes in November and last .
month before finally coming
up with its decision that Wae.-*
o annc}unced yesterday i

. strategic’p1v _
said during his visit that EDCA -
would give US forces ‘greater
access to Filipino facilities; ait-

“Obama’s pushing hard’ for .

10 As1a He:

fields and ports, which would"

__-and materiei station’ troops,';ﬁ-"
civilian personnel and defense -
. contractors, transitand station -
vehiclei: VeSSéIs 'and"'é1r§raft

'Premdeﬁt Obama arrived in the
< country for his to-day state”
:'gwsﬁ onApril 28 and 29,2014 -

remain under the contrei of the :

g f_m:htary bases tintﬂ 1992, fol-"
“lowing a Senate vote'to end -

The main decision, as weEI . December 2014 L thezr leases —.Wxth AFP -
mai atd aaapa‘aﬂﬁyzmZ@Qmaéi.cem~Tes ne., {02) 845-3555 Local: 5285, 5285
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l‘mns Reds clash in Camsu
- By SONNY SALES

arines Bur - - Army
; : 3rd Tnfantry Battalion
. sndx reconnaissanc company clashed for aboiit
T g0 minutes ¥ with seven Néw People's Armiy. rebels' in
remote Lidong; Presentacion: %131 1
T Armys Bth ision spnkesmfm Capti L
jaraiguel reled by acer&amF‘ranclscn.. .

: Ka 7 of Larangang Guerilla: 1l

R Viasniguel S 'V% erngient froopers: regovered after

i ﬁleﬁght ‘a Wnrlﬂ ar 11 M-14 Garand Tifle, 56V pro

U yiged expioswe dewcea {ImDS), detonating WTOS; j ;

| srInUnition; propa; fnda’ documents: and backpacks con— o

- “taining personal effects of the rebiels
i He saidthe mmdent te counter ;.uth mmmu- 'Z
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Troops, ASG brigands clash in Patikul, Sulu

From the Philippine News Agency {Jan 12); Troops, ASG brigands clash in Patikul, Sulu

Government forces are hot on trail of an Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) brigands that figured in a firefight

Tuesday with tfroops in Patikul, Sulu.

Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, Joint Task Group Sulu commander, said target of the pursuit operations is the
group of Ninok Sapari and of a cerfain Abu Alkam.

Arrojado said the froops were conducting focused milifary operations when they clashed with the group of

Sapari and Alkam around 3 p.m. Tuesday in Sitioc Buanbuan, Barangay Latih, Patikul.

Arroiado said the firefight lasted for about five minutes after which the ASG brigands ran
towards Barangay Bungkaong, also in Patikul town.

He said there was no casualty on the government side “while it is stiil undetermined on the enemy side.”

He said the troops from the Army's 35th Infaniry Battalion have recovered at the clash site three
backpacks, assorted police and military uniforms, fogdstuffs and one motorcycie.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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“SEN, ANTONIO Trilla.nes IV felt.

“yindicated

o Thes Supreme-(‘ourt rulmg L
vahdated my . vote agamqt the vz
saying the’
" déa{Rnhatced Defense Coop-.

' Senate’ resolu

eration Agreement) nieeded to

“be ratified by the Senate * Trll- _

‘ianes told reporters.:

' The Philippinés tiow / has the:

chance to' take ddvantage of the
 seclirity opportunities being of-
fered bythe Edea;he said.o
Trillanes cast the: 1one.
agamst the. Senate' resolution

filed by Yen, Mirlam Defensor-.

* Santdago who contended ‘that the
Fdca needed to be ratified by the
Senate, Fourteen senators, in-
cluding Santiago, hdopted the

resolution in November last year.

Ao T BTAEENS AL
IR TIS TR i B F e YRL LU

.. Philippines
e well for deepening ¢ ‘defense coop
: eratton with akeya.'ll VAR

“With thls development that

: buﬂds upon our mutual defense

ok--forward to, ad-

1zat10n, and strengthemng ar- " p
itime security and humanitari-
an‘assistance and disastet telief .
capablimes ¥ said  Department -
- of National’ Defefisé spokesper— o
3 son Peter Pasil Galvez.

e Hermnando Tribert, chief of
-staff of the Armed Forces of the
said the ruling “bodes-

)

‘e said ‘the ‘Bdca would help
_“rnalntem maritime security and
maritinie” domain | awareness,
and develop humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster response ¢a-
pab1ht1es” in the face of an in-

The agenda Wﬂl also cover re-

gaonal and global issues that im-
pact on both countries, in partic-
Wlar, the recent developments in
the South China Sea, the upcom-
ing Special Asean-US Summit in
‘California; and codperation on
" climiate change, the DFA said.
" (Olongapo City Mayor Rolen
Paulino hailed the court decision
. a% & boon to the local economy.
“IWe're hoping that the US troops
* will be allowed to have their ib-

. erty (rest and recreation) activi-

ties in Olongapo City” he said.

‘Biggest magnet’

\ A senatorial aspirant, Rep. Neri
Colmenares, said the court had
made the country a “bigger mag-
net” for atracks by US enemies.

"':'reasmgly aggreswe i Chmese

_mentanon of this agreement

P T T T R e A
fvy i W yaL

movestoenforce its ¢l m tO th :
-entire: South China Sea:
These wﬂl redound to

our mandate to protect our peo-
ple and secure the state » Irlber-

risaid;
“The US Embassy and the De-

"partment of / Foreign Affalrs"._'..

(DEA) hailed the ruling.

‘v #The Edcais & mutua]}y bene- :
ficial __agreement that will “en-

_ wde rapzd.

help build capac1ty forthe Armed
Forces of the Philippiries,” the
'-embassy said, “We look forward
“to" ‘working _closely ‘with our

Philippirie partmers on the nnple-

the country’s soverignty. ~ ©
“The decision will set the
stage for the return of the Us

bases in the country, albeit dis- -
guised as Philippine bases url-
der US control and supem-

sion,” Ridon said.

Said activist Renato Reyes:
“This is another sad day for .
Philippine sovereignty. We main-

tain that the Edea is not the solu-
tion i0 the problems of Chind’s
incursions.” Reports from Chris-
tine O. Avendafio, Julie M. Au-
relio, Nifia Calleja and Gil C.
Cabacungan in Manila and Al-
lan Macatuno and Tonette Ore-
jas, Inquirer Central Luzon .

"3
1

ing :
: -.Phlhppme and the Us govem-._.

Toving our capacity to perform' '_ _ments CAN.NOW proceed in final-

Ka‘i:wataan Rep Terry mdon
said the Supreme Cotrt missed -
"z historic opportunity to defend

izing . the” arrangement fo; 1ts"j

: '_'full 1mp1ementatlon

-The decision was 1ssued as De- :

" fense Secretary’ Voltaire Gazmin
‘and Foreign: Secretary Albert del:
-~ 'Rosario were in the United States
“to’ meet with US Secretary’ of
State John Kerry and Defense

scretary AshtonGarte

range of bilateral‘issugs inclid-

ing defense and security coop-

eration and significant develop-
ments in the economic engage-

... ment of the two countries. . -

P N IR L S el

" The' h1gh»1eve1 talksin: ‘Wash'—::. o
j_mgton are expected to-discuss a




‘amid China’

on maritime and territorial de-
fénse, Coloma said the” agree-
ment would enhance the coun-
thy’s: hipmanitarian. “assistance’

“and disaster response.
L TRe SC ruling on

EDCA

strengthens the strategic part-

‘nership  between ~the Plul-
ippites and - the US that .is
founded  on! two- important

building blocks = the Mutual

Defenge Tréaty and the Visit-:
ing. Forces Agreement,” .Co-

toma satd. e T e
_Aguino - earlier said - the

EDCA--was : not meant. fo-

strengthery the! country’s de-
fense against China but was
merely a refinement of a long-

standing ~ defense = treaty be- -

tween the Philippines and the

in the West Philippine Sea, a pine
- Palace offisal said. - o
SoiThe US governmen

hailed the ruling. = Vi
. In a statément, the US em-

t also - ingclos

ed: Forces of the Philip
ARP)/ itoad.
' forward o work-
vith otir Phulippine

oty €

iitary equipmein
‘a generational leap’
. to operate the

d?from upgrading milt-
quipment and capability
. JumioPaged.

: -_'Tﬁé-‘Dep_é:rf}:ﬁéht éi -Poreigi_é

- Affairs {DTFA) ‘also welcomed
“the 8C dedsion upholding ﬁ-‘le:.._

constitutionality of the EDCA.

- »The EDCA is a critical

With © the high court’s

_decision, the Philippine and :

US governments can now
proceed . in finalizing  the

arrangements  for full im-
plementation of the agree-
ment,” it added.

US ~ Ambassador : _Philip
Goldberg had said EDCA is

[

| not directly tied to the West
- Philippine Sea issite. "= '

component of our efforts. to. ¢
‘enhance and  strengthert na-
‘tional security and improve
- pur “humanitarian assistance
~ahd . disaster relief -capabili-
" ties,” the DFA said. . ... '

~ Undet the’ EDCA, Cold-
berg said there would be more
‘cooperation in terms of mari-’
time security between he US.
and the Philippines.. i -

‘During the hearing of the:
Senate committee ‘on foreign

“relations in Decembet 2074
Foreign.; Affairs Secretary

CEDCA contains proﬁriSiéﬁs‘ on

strengthering - the ~ country’s:

“maritime’ security, which-are"

Tot ‘contained in the Visiting
Forces Agreement, =

~He. said . the - agreement

“does- not” actually’ allow the

cstablishment of foreign mili-
tary bases in the Philippines.
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Accordmg to her staff San—_
' 5 to g0 over the

;'_mimg on: !
- would 1mprove the country_s
: 'mar;hfm? qecunty and terrm)—

y-with:
-(:reabe our ‘Armed Force‘; A=
;pacmes 7(Galvez added:
Antomo Trﬂlanes I

gardo Angara, ‘Narcy Binay,
o }‘oseph Victor Ejercito, Fr r;_si
<o’ Escudero, Teofisto. Guingona
I ManueI Lapid, Loren Le

' :rdmand Marcos It

“The SC decxslon 00sts 0
: -defense cooperation with . Xkey. ¢h
h ef(_-.en_Hemando - mitiee nal ¢
b ‘and secunty, said the SC
_ Alidated his vote agains
areso ution filed: bv Sen. Miri

Ty Mmonty Leader }utatn'i
d: 2010

“obligatio

- securxty and '_hurnarutaﬂan _
“sistance and disaster’ reliefica- * Mutual Defetise Treaty.

3_'-_pab1i1tles, . DND spokesman Santiago has yet to issue a.
Peier Galvez sa1d ST statement on the: SC dec1510n

e fm the voting,
o With ]alme Laude,
‘is Romere, Marvm Sy

| oo - Tl o, (B2) 865-6555 Local 5285, 5es
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ithe wi’hlhppines asa iaunchmg '
_pad to exercise power over th

oy Reyes added tbe -
Court must: Tave considered’
iR its decision how thie Senate
solved to re]ect the US baqes

- ela expressed concerriover the

5 stating that.

.'-':mllltary. bases and: troops’..
““shall'not be allowed ini the for suvprmgnt},_- &
> Philippines except under a - “The decision will set. the :
._'treaty duly concurred in by _stage for the return of the US'

o baseq-'m the--eountry ibe:t._.

" 'Th":'women s group Gab

proliferation of cases against’ “sion,” Ridon szud o .
_women after the EDCA was =~ With' ]alme Laude PaoIo'
__u_pheld by the 5C: -~ - - _Romero
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__bassy in'Manila:

From page Aj-

Asia-Pacific = deployment - rou-
tine, according to the US Em-.

The™- subtharine: was Wel;i

comed by a -marching ‘band :

composed of local students.
The Topeka will conduct a:

multitude of missions and main- -
tain profitiency of the latest ca- .
pabilities of the submarine ﬂaet '

acording to the US Embassy. -
The US Navy continues to en-
joy aclose relatioriship with the

: .'_-'__Lammers, commandmg ofﬁcer
L ‘of the submarine; -
Phlilppme stage of its Indo-'_- § “Through POrt Visits SUC
‘this onle, we stfengthen our ties
and foster valuable cultural ex- -
--_-_--change The more we ;}teract . ist Mate.. lst Class Juan
“the  better we will understand
one -another ‘and. the stronger. .
“out alliance ‘will become. T ap-.
preciate the efforts that make us :

feel so welcome when we visit -

Subic Bay,” Lammers added.

He said Filipino- -American -

sailors ‘aboard the submarine

“would also have an opportunity
o tonnect with their heritage. «
- Having" moved  from" the

i reaﬂy hai

-Reyes:sald inthe statemen
.- For many crew members, E:hls :
is ‘their first Philippine visit.’

'Phlhppmes and ra1sed m Cah—
. forpia from the age of 3,1 never
chance to experi--

““ence.true 'F111pmo culture out-
side of my owi family, Machin- -
Paulo

. Measuring more than 91 me-

ters. long ‘and weighing more
than 6,000 tons, Topeka is a mar-
“vel of modern engineering, capa- -

ble of operating at depths greater

‘than 243 meters at speeds up to .
46 kilometers pet hour,- accord-_.--

ing to'the US Embassy. -

g bie of ‘éxecuting missio

_ Philippinés, said Crdr. David B -

commeanding officer. = .

1t is the fourth ship of the “im-
proved” Los Angeles Class, the
Navy’s newest and world’s best
nuclear powered attack sub-
marines. These ships are the
most advanced undersea ves-
sels of their type in the world,

Faster than her predecessors
and equipped with a highly accu-
rate sonar and weapon conerot
systemn, the ship can be armed
with sophisticated Mark 48 and
ADCAP torpedoes, as well as
Harpoon land/antiship missiles.

It can also launch muitipur-
pose Tomahawk cruise missiles

[allataly et -r‘ ey ;r\lﬁ tﬂ e Tt o b=
Pl we? 0 ER T B U S )

from vertical tubes located in
the bow or from her torpedo
tubes. Other significant im-

" provements include: full under-

ice operational capability, im-.
proved ship quieting, onbosard
over-the-horizon targeting capa-
bility, two towed sonar arrays,
and retractable bow planes.
 The Edca, signed between the
US and Philippine militaries last -
year, allows the United States to
expand its presence in the country
by building its own facilifies. The
document also allows the US mili-
tary to store military assets in se-
lected Philippine military bases.

On Jan. 5, V1rg;rua “class fast—
attack submarlne USS Texas ar—

Asia-Pacific deployment

- Texds -‘meagures 114 meters
long ar and Wetghs more than 7 800

is capa-
nélud-
ing ‘antisubmatine warfare, - AT
surface = ship - warfare, - strike,
survefliance -and - reconnaissarice,
irregular warfare, mine warfare .
and shallow water operations, ac-

cording to a US military fact sheet.

- Topeka  was ' commissioned

“on:0ct. 21;. 1989, with Cmdr.
szothy M. Richertas her first




+ Police officers and military.

pérsontiel in uriform as well as ~ go¥

Taw enforcement agen
‘on Elections (Comelec)can carry
firearms during the gun ban.
o “

Supt. Wilben Mayor

.spokesman {0r-H1€ il
National Police (PNP), isstied

the clarification after a member |

of the Philippine Coast Guard

‘was apprehended for posses-
9'_'mrh"i1t1tbmqt_i’é ine mpl

' canmotvote,” headded -
- The Comeléc declared the
start of the election period last

“gion of @
“Yiolation of the gunban. .~

¥ \Mayor said only policenien
‘and the Armed Forces of the
P_hiiippines-_ (AFP_}, including

: g'dfié‘ei*ﬁm'en:t'fempioyéé _
‘penalty carries disqualification..
from re- employment and you

- checkpoints.

emption from the Commission work h s

ian for the Philippine. yeartos

the

Sunday and setup checkpoints

"7 Undet the fCoﬁiélec_: .giicie—":'
“Yines, police officers manning
“the checkpoint should be in .

complete service uniform and

" should conduct inspections in’

a courteous manner. ... -«

~/The police _officers could.
only perform visual. searches -
“and ask routine questions. . £ P
" The checkpoints should™ p

‘be well lighted and prop-
~erly identified through a
prescribed signboard contain-
ing the names. of the desig-

nated election officer and the”

‘commanding officer of the

_persong arrested

U0k the 24 arrested for viola-

first two da ) fie g
public to enstire sectire and fair
elections,” Mayor added. -
. The Comelec also issued .
videlines for the PNP and
_ the AFP in implementing

tion of the gun ban, 21 weze .
civilians, two security guards

Coast Guard.

“gdarch at'any ‘Comelec
checkpoirit miust be done-in’
a mannet-that will impose-
minimum ifconvenience to
‘the 1;%::é}rsc:}'n ot persons searched
withotit violating their consti<
“tutional ights - L e
" The police and military
ersonnél manning the check- .
oints should coordinate their
efforts with an election of-
ficer to establish at least one
checkpoint in each city / mu-
‘nicipality fo enforce the fire-
~afms ban during the election
period:
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'_Armed For
Piblic Affdirs -Off:ce (AFP PAO)

said tha’a the’ presence of armed.
ke Grimunist febels m different parts

‘of the country pose‘a threat o the:
-p&aceful :%onduct of ‘the - Ma
presmentlalpoﬂs R

. “NPAisstil] {he- threat because

E extortlon ‘activitie -;Detnyato
-ownlike: other med 't _
gmups that are confmed in rertamj.
areas only, the ‘NPAS mamtain’
psesence in var louk parts (}f the_'

couniry,” he added.
According to Detovato, the
mﬁxtm’ as heen veceiving feports
that the NFA has already started
collecting per! Tits £6 campalgn and .

_permits to win m then area 6

: 0p81at10n :

He sald that the mcmey col]ec!:ed

by the NPAs through “axtortion” is
used for more viclence. . .

Detoyato said that the mxhtazy,

GrF:CE CF THE ARMY Ch!E‘: PUBLIC %FFhi’?Sw cmail edd: catpa,

: pwactwe
the spread of extremist ideology

,f-rmy

I:Police: (PNP) 1' takm

Abu Sayyet (ﬂ'oup (ASG) bandits™
claiming affiliation with thad;qt" :

_'gzoup Jslamie Qtate in Syria and
-Arag: (ISI‘&) are nuthmg blit-__'
9 propdganda S

S Qur s reactmn “yémal

' _consmtent thatthisis a continuing

of then‘ plepensmy “to “conduct attempt by local terrorists 4o

azfract attentlon There remains:

“no eredible, verified andidirect:
: _connectmn to the b1gger groiip 111_:_
the Middle Bastup to this time™

ATP spokesman’ Col Restltuto

. Padillasaid.

_Barlier, a {nc'l'éo showmg ASG :
highranking leader Isnilon Hapilon

‘and other ranking handit leaders

pledgmg aklegiaﬂce to ESIS'
'clrculated gnling.: :
“BThe - AFP s alr@ady &akmg_
measuresin preventmg '

and tmrorlst activities in the
country,” he added. With PHA'

andn T
ST ZUY {2@gmailooin - Telino, (02
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AFP: ISIS provinee

in Mindanae unlikely

~ BY VICTOR REYES

THERE is no direct ink between
Philippine Islamist groups and
Islamic State militants and an
1515 province in Mindanao isnot
possible, Armed Forces spokes-
man Col. Restituto Padilla said
yesterday

Padilla was reacting to the
analysis of Rohan Gunaratha,
authority of the Inside al-Qaeda
and the head of the Internation-
al Center for Political Violence

and Terrorism Research in

Singapore, that the next lkely

step of ISIS in the Philippines
15 the proclamation of wilayat
(Islamist province) Mindanao.”
Gunaratna has said the “I51S-
initiated merger of the fighting
formations and unifications of
the leaders present an unprec-
edented challenge to the Manila
government.” L
Also, a new video was circu

See AFP > Page B?.

- AFP
fated in a jihadi forum fast Jan.
4, showing Abu Sayyaf leader
Isnilon Hapilon and Ansar al-Kh-
{lifa leader Al Shatifa, marching
‘with other extremist leaders and
pledging allegiance with ISIS.

“Todate, there is no credible,

verified and direct link estab-
fished and the possibility of €5
tablishing of a sateflite is uniikely.

There remains no credible, and

direction connection to the big-

ger group in the Middie East up
to this time,” said Padilla. '
. Padilla-said the video was
‘not new, noting that some of

“thé *pcfs'ona'}ities-}_s_ho'\?:m we_ré 2
killed during 2’ inilitary ‘offen-:
“sive against the Abu ‘Sayyaf in--

Al Barka town in Basilan last
December. o .
The Abu Sayyaf, the Ansar

al-Khilafa and the Bangsamoro .
Isiamic Freedom Fightes have
pledged their allegiance to 181§
last year. The BIFF is composed .15 _

ribers:. monitoring and focused military |
operitions against terror groups -
“ 1 the country.” The Abu Sayyaf

of former leaders and members:
of the Moro Islamic Liberation -
- Pront that signed a peace accord
with government in March 2014. .

=The recent pronouncement

“.of ASG leader Isnilon Hapilon
is part of their propaganda and -
does not necessarily reflect the

sexistence of an 15IS-directed ter-
“tor operation in the country,”
padillasaid. oo
. Nevertheless, Padilla said the -
tmilitary is taking ‘proactive g e
' _* _Hapilon, whohasa $5-million

measures in preventing the
spread of extremist idéalogy
‘and activities in the country.”

_Also, he said the military
is. “all out’in its intelligence

is holding several foreign and
_Filipino hostages in Sulu. -

_“QOur intensified operations

will catch up fo'them whether
" or not they have pledged their
“allegidnceé to the Daesh,” Padilla

also said.

bounty .on his head, is the Abu
Sayyaf leader left alive of five who
kidnapped 20 hostages, mostly
Western tourists, from Sipadan
island in eastern Malaysia in 2000.
An army intelligence official
also dispited the likelihood of 2
“grilayat” being setupinthe south-
ern Philippines, - With Reuters
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:ssﬁdaiong nagiatrabaho 54
. ‘mga politikc at maging sa: ok
~-villen, perscnamze

" sundalo: i
_ hanbﬂangdose—;nsecuntyng___ :'_:
.mgamambabatasaibapang .

- -govemment officials ang na:: at’ ang A " MAR __ANN_E_ SAPICO.
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ANG Nmr,unmmme PAHLYJ«GANG TAGALDE SA Bmsn +8.00 !

L e e s niigatson — O —

: ”That 8" an Expression.. that:
a: ._1= considered -2 violation,” ayonsa;
B __'0p1sya] “May mga spécifics kasi dun‘l'
sapmpm s of social media, "
. . Hirifkayat din g AFP spokesman :
_repenuqsmns Onwilats" drers 1c§< ang - pubhko na - ipagbigay-alam

i med : : ga

‘when the post i :
Jiri-the upcozmng-polls ayon kay.
Detoyato: ™7

. EienaL.Abén
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“thatperod; & apidl
we are claiming m the S
“landing civilian planes ¢
Fiery Cross or Kagitin:

el e

gan
:_qne'G___ffﬁtbe’_arﬁi_ﬁcig} sla

“fncle Samididy

to stop all that Chinese feef reclamation. But the S didry’
JIEER

" do anything to stop the activities, ‘except toregularly
stateinents abolil freedom of naviganoft and behaving by
“international TUles i e e :
s2iByenwith the passage
; iri]g'_tﬁnfwﬂl. do; anythin
while waiting for the ru
Philippiries: marifime entitlements. .o
i Based onpr involving Bang!

Aciiscases invol

fayor Whether China/will abide by the ruling is anybody’
“guess. 1 don’t think éven the Chinese leadershipis sure'of

* Course at this poinit. We like to joke that the Philippines witl

eitd trp owning that airstrip on Kagitingarn, which 15 starting
“to look better than the NALA: - e oo

- "But we can’t count'on EDCA to, 50 to speak, deliver us
from evil; It's good to have a powerful ally, but we must
aleo work on our self-reliance for long-term credible defense,
" and survival. We need to investin developing our own self-
‘defense capability. Filipinos have the brains, t%w

and we can have the resources if we work hard enpugh, Japan

did it after thewar; _Chénfl is doing it now. .

" With 10 justices voting to uphold the validity of ERCA
_as ‘ail-executive agreement, the Supreme Court is unlikely
to reverse its ruling, so the deal js expected to finally be
im’plemeated; B o : .

- EDCA strengthens security cooperation between the two
~countries, and allows the US i@ station more troops here and
‘position military hardware for operations within the region.
" The actess to Philippine facilities that the LS wili enjoy
under EDCA bnosts V\flajshing{on’s pivot to Asia and enhances

its presence in a region where China is moving aggressively

to assert dominance. -

Reef. Beijing s said to be building -

of EDCA, it's doubtiul that Wash- Cyéars; from Tanuary 2002, 1 dor't remern
%"__tg‘._r_:;_sto o the Chinese réclamation | oble : MnLSpec
inig of the Arbitral Tribunal on the ™ Force (JSOTF)-Phi
e ‘from All the major

DAse : sh; Inchaand* B AV
“Myaninaz; the. etting is that the tribimal will rule inout

“a Chifook h

e innovation, ' tational structure envisioned u

yn .
foned onrotation atCamp Na-
ir Base in Zamboanga City for 13
berany command
i1 Dperations Task:
dpeaial forces:

%fobfétnsbeirig regy({__j_rtg_c_l TheJointSpeciai
hppin 1

Mirdanao, JSOTE-P]
‘Chiriook helicopter (eall sign “Wild 42 i in
‘the Bohal Sea whilé retirning from'a mission in Basilan on-

Peb 22, 200250 o
. InFebtuary last year, ]SOTE-D iwas deactivated; although'
C soine;

of its persorinel continued to provide assistance {o.
Philippine security forces. . . o e
A eak TSOTE-P had onl

about 600 hen The ro-
‘EDCA 5 likely to be a:
mimand structure moTe

complicated: 1

rrivch Jarger deployment and the
i Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin si gﬁed the EDCA with

S Ambassador Phitip Goldberg on April 28,2014, when

‘Obaina was visiting Manila. Legal challenges were expected
by both parties, but these were complicated by the killing -
of transgender Jeffrey Laude by visiting US Marine Joseph
Scott Pemnberton in October of the same year. o -0 00
" The Ameticans had hoped for a Supreme Court rul-
ifig; when Obama returned for the leaders’ summit of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum last November,
but the SC had too many other items on its plate, mostly

“election-related. - - .
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- While waiting. for, the 5C fo act,
_:al'cmnd for faciliies where. ‘they want access:
“ihett former naval base I
- Clatk Field, and Philippine military.

e wiicertainty. hariging:
i No i‘hat

the Armnericans scouted

for their troops: -
t‘nelr former air base i
Palawanan Letllvu;- :

treaty asthe nswer 0

ety 5, 1E
f Metro Maml ﬁnalljy

~from yarious.
“fce Vesterdav ‘A oollead

greeting hiri on his. birt
: envelopeq bors stamp

dav ‘whic]

reaghed Gur o
cetved a letler yes

Fag i -May 2
imarks ciated ]an 6, 20160

storday
The

T We're only a-few bloeks away from the main o ce..of_f:
the Philippine f Postal Corp. PhlPost cannot use the holiday -

‘riish asan axmise for this attocious:

service, since the digital

“age has drastically réchiced the imber of people still tising .

' -sna1'1 mail: PhlPost

has more TESpOnGEblhheb

than merely

manufadunng cnte mmmemorahve ‘-tamp‘; RO
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 “Di man sabihin, alam nat
 Walang binatbat ang ating mga kagam

o ay maaaring biniling

“dalo, Bulang pa sa kagamita
“Kaya naman pumasok ang bansa sa

“Uncie Sam’ na Philippine-US Enh:
Agreement (EDCA): -

_. Ang Rasunduang ito ay p: !
“mga sundalo at mapanatili ang masig
' pagdating sa depensa ng soberaniya. -
- Ngunit, di ito pinaboran ng mga senador atsin .
famang ang Senado sa pagpapatupadngEDCA. -~ .
" Kasama sa mga naghain ng reklamo laban dito ay si Sen. Miriam

Defensor-Santiago.
~Ayon sasenadora, unconsti

0O

ing Rasunduan dahil
ugnayan sa milita

Cdijtoidinaan sa Se tturingal Y
“na pagsasanay at presensiya ng foreign troops. -
- Mayorya man sa seRtor.ng Lehislatura ang sumang-ayon ‘Ray San
‘tiago, wala na rin itong i 1agagawa dahil Supreme Court na ngayon .

ang humatol at batay sa botong 10-4, maituturing na constitutionalang

P Nagmistutang repleksiyon lang ng nakaraang tafumpati ni US.
President Barack Obama ang desisyongitong SCna ayonsakanyaay .

walang dudang papaboran ito ng Kataas-taasang Hukuman! . . - -

e Gayunman. marami pa rin ang umaalma dahil nangangahulugan

amanoitona kontroladongUl.S:ang Pinas. .. - o s
~ Matagal naman nang nasa likod ng anino ng 11.S. ang Pinas dahil
tayo ay naging kolonya ng Amerika, gayunman, marami naman tala-
gang bagay na dependent ang ‘Pinas tulad ng sa ekonomiya. Ang -
ekonomiya ng bansa ay nakakiling lang o nakabase din lang sa ma-

ialaking bansa tulad ng LS at China, kumbaga, wala pa talagang ma-
sasabing independent ang ‘Pinas.” - T S s
" Maigi nang mayroon tayong masasar alan pagdating sa ‘military
defense, ‘ikanga. - .= = : .

Ang tanging dapat isipin ni h
‘Juan’ atng kanyang gobyernoay
kung paano matutularan ang
pagpapatakbo ng ibang bansa
nangsa gayun, maaaring samga
susunod pang henerasyon, Ra-
sing tatag na rinng bansang LS.
ang ‘Pinas pagdating sa pagde-
pensa sa soberaniya ng bansa.

Ngunit, sa ngayon, samantala-
hin na ito at matuto!

OFFICE OF THE ARMY GHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emall add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no. {02) 845-9556 Local: 5285, 5295
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rion was foclised on the war inthe Middle East, with the Isiamic .
fighting in Syria, Terrorist attacks in France and In the United -
1ed grolips Inspired by the jihadists in the Mideast.

- Lastwieek, we n shif part of the world after North Korea announced
‘that it had exploded a hydrogen bomb, causing internatiorial afarm. A hydrogen bomb in-"
the hands of North Korea would pose'a direct threat to its neighbors, particularly"South™
Korea and Japan; but also China and the US because of North Korea's missile capability.
That same missile capability Is & matter of great concern to ustn the Philippines. o0 -
_The US response was to fiy a B52 Stratofortress hieavy bomber just south ‘of the North- -
South border, escorted by American and South Korean jet fighters. The B52 has jong been: .
known to be capablé of carfying nuclear weapons. Its well-publicized fiight within 70
kilometers of North Korea was & warning that any nuclear attack from that country.could -
be quickly and massively countered by American nuclear power. .- R
- Against this background of a seeming niiclear threat, on top of the long-simmeting dispute
involving China,-Japan, the Philippines, Vietniam; and several ( ther countries in the East
-China Sea:and the South-China Sea, the:US and the Philippiries held .a 2.+ 2 Ministerial. -
Meeting” in Washington, DC, yestarday. Foreign Affairs ‘Secretary Albert det:Rosario-and
Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin met with Secretary of State John Ketry and Secretary .
of Defense Ashton Carter. oo e e R [0 T
. The hydrogen homb test was probably taken up as part of 3 general assessment of the
seciifity situation in this part of the world but moré likely the talks of the two nations’ foreign
affairs and defense secretaries focised on the growing unease in the South China Sea in -
the last "2 + 2 Ministerial Meeting” of the two nations in 2012, the Phifippines asked forus.
_assistance in the form of two militaty ships and a:squadron of jet fighters to upgrade our
" defenses. The need for such tpgrading continues to this day.. L oo0 0 n o
The Philippings has scrupulousty followed "established intérnational procedures in any
dispute with any nation. Through all these years, it has refied heavily on its bilateral alilance
with the US. Still it needs to achieve, at the very least, a “minimum credible defense posture”
.« a3 fundamental attribute of any sovereign country. . o R e
We have bagun to acquire, on our own, some of our defense needs, such as the jet fighters
we recently purchiased from South Korea. But we still have a long way to go, .considering
how our island territory is so open to intrusions from outside interests attracted by our rich
maritime resources. We hope that the *2 + 2 Ministerial Meeting"” in Washington, DC, will
help us in our efforts for a credible defense posture, but apart from that, we hope that our
government, with our own resources, will be able to step up our own efforts to this end.
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AFP personnel told to comply with COMELEC gun ban

From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 12): AFP personnel told to comply with COMELEC gun ban

With the COMELEC gun ban now in effect, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) reminded all of its
nersonnel not to bring their weapons outside when not on official duty or without permission from the poll

body.
This is to avoid sanctions for violators of the electoral order. said AFP public affairs office chief Col. Noel

Detoyato.

"As early as December, we fold all of our troops of the impending COMELEGC gun ban and told them of the
consequences. The Chief-of-Staff (Gen. Hernando DCA iriberri) also told all our senior commanders to
frequently remind their troops on what to do and not to do during the prohibition period,” he said in Filipino.

The COMELEC gun ban which started January 10 and will last until June 8, is part of the preparations {0
ensure that peaceful and orderly national elections on May 8.

http:/lwww.pna.gov. phfindex php?idn=t &sid=&nid=18&rid=845612
DND-GA to purchase PhP84-M worth of 7.62mm finished

components’
From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 12): DND-GA to purchase PhP84-M worth of 7.62mm finished
components'

The Department of National Defense-Government Arsenal (DND-GA) is in the market for PhP84 million
worth of 7.62mm *finished components.” which refers to the primer, heads, powder and shells.

The 7.62mm bullet is used to arm light machine guns and sniper rifles of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP).

The money will be sourced from the FY 2016 General Appropriations Act, according to the bid bulletin
posted at the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System.

Winning bidders are required to deliver the items within 120 calendar days from notice to proceed.

They must also have compieted a similar project within the last five years.

The DND-GA will hold a pre-bid conference on Jan. 21, 1:30 p.m. ai DND-Bids and Awards Commitiee
Conference Room, Basement, Left Wing., DND Building, CampAguinaldo, Quezon City.

Bid opening is on Feb. 4, 10 a.m. at the same venue.

http://iwww.pna.gov.ph/findex.php?idn=1 &sid=&nid=18rid=845643
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AFP to conduct 'focused-military operations' vs rebels
extorting from pols

From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 12): AFP to conduct 'focused-military operations' vs rebels
extorting from pols

In line with efforts fo safequard the May 2016 polis. the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) announced
it will conduct "focused-military operations” against rebel groups conducting extortion missions against

Qohtfmans

We (will) conduct focused-military operations after those (rebels)," AFP public affairs office chief Col,
Neel Detovato said.

He added this is part of the AFP's action plan to prevent rebeis and lawiess groups from interfering in the
incoming elections.

Aside from this, Detoyato urged politicians not to give to the New People's Army (NPA) election extortion
scheme.

"The NPAs call it 'permii-to-campaign’ and 'permit-to-win' but we simpluy call it extortion, so if it extortion,
don't give in fo extortionists." he added.

Detoyato said they are constantly monitoring the situation on the field.

“We are (encouraging) them to report it to the Commission on Elections, to the police, to the nearest
military (unit) so that we can take proper action," Detoyato said.

The military official said the AFP, while doing everything to counter the NPA extortion threat, is dependent
on the information provided by the public.

Detoyato added that giving in to the rebels' extortion threat means additional funds for the latters violent
activities

http://www.pna.gov.ph/index.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=1&rid=845523
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AFP downplays 'ISIS province' in Mindanao
From ABS-CBN (Jan 12): AFP downpiays 'I1SIS province' in Mindanao

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) on Tuesday downplayed the assessment of a

Singapore-based terror expert that the Islamic State of irag and Syria (ISiS} may soon establish a

—"wilayat” or province in Mindapao, @ oo oo

"To date, there is no credible, verified and direct link established, and the possibility of
establishing of a satellite is unlikely. There remains no credible and direct connection to the bigger
gqroup in the Middle East up to this time,”" AFP spokesperson Col. Restifuto Padilia said.

Padilla was perfaining to the statement of analyst Rohan Gu_naratna‘ author of Inside al-Qaeda and

head of the International Center for Political Viclence and Terrorism Research in Singapore, that
the next step ISIS is likely to take in the Philippines is the declaration of wilayat in Mindanao.

On January 4, a video circulated in a jihadi forum, showing Abu Sayvaf leader Isnilon Hapilon and

Ansar al-Khilafa leader Abu Sharifa marching with other extremist leaders and pledging aliegiance

with the iSIS.

But according to Padilia, the video was not that new. noting that some of the personalities shown

had been killed during a military offensive in Basilan in December,

Padilla also reiterated that there is no proof that there is a direct connection between the SIS and

local terrorist groups.

"The recent pronouncement of ASG leader isnilon Hapiion is part of their propaganda and does
not necessarily refiect the existence of an ISiS-directed terror operation in the country,” he said.

http:/inews.abs-cbn.com/nation/regions/01/12/18/afp-downplays-isis-province-in-mindanaoc
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AFP insists NPA strength down to 3,900

From the Philippine Star (Jan 12): AFP insists NPA strength down to 3,800

The military stands by the communist insurgency figures reported by Armed Forces chief Gen. Hernando
iriberri last week, virtually rejecting its own press release distributed last year.

“We stand by the figures we reported. These are based on the briefing of our officials involved in
operations and intelligence,” Armed Forces public affairs Col. Noei Detoyato_said.

Detoyato stressed that all data released to the media had undergone vahidation. He, however, declined o
comment on the military press release issued last year, which claimed that the rebels’ strength has
dwindigd to less than 3,000,

Last week, Iriberri announced that the number of New People’s Army (NPA) members dropped io 3,826
as of the end of 2015 from 4,443 in 2014,

The figure, however, is not consistent with those issued by the military last year.

According to a military press release dated July 3, 2015, there were 3,200 NPA members as of the end of
2014. The press release also claimed that the number of armed rebels has decreased fo less than 3,000

in the first three months of 2015,

“Based on the 2014 Yearend report, there were 3,200 armed members (NPA). In the first quarter of 2015,
the AFP has recorded the neutralization of 340 armed members,” the press release read.

“Neutralized” pertains to rebels who were killed, arrested or captured by security forces.

if the armed forces press release issued last year is accurate, then the number of NPA members
increased to 3,926 last year from 3,200 in 2014. Such figure would refute the military's often repeated

claim that the NPA is on a decline.

On the other hand, if Iriberri is correct in saying that the NPA's strength was at 4,443 in 2014, then the
2015 press release was inaccurate and the military merely exaggerated its accomplishments.

It also means that the military has failed to significantly reduce the number of NPA members as the figure
has been at around 4,000 since 2010.

http //www . philstar.com/headlines/2016/01/1 2/1541823/afp-insisis-npa-strength-down-3900
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