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Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Arfny Vmo"f Ry 2028, .a worl dwcia cArmy thatis a source of nat;ona/ ,or;de

ers charged with graft and plunder"
“over the pork ‘barrel fund seam. 0
- He was allowed to post bazl in &6

l’ Emﬂe advme to PNoy

11tzcally motivated. But Enmle said
"polities is already out of the question -

“since he no longer conszders h1mse1f .
-upeoraing elections is not to allow

August last year .'

Enrile said “there was a faﬁure of :

leadership in Mamasapano,” in that

fasco in Luneta, and in the govern-
ment’s response to the Yolanda super-- -

4 politician.

remembers them. What they will

"'remember is the way you performed

your function as a President in crisis

“Other pr-es1dents have Eﬂb{) num— .

typhoon tragedy. He has pushedforthe :'-bers and growth rates, bui nobody

1eepenmg of the Mamasapano probe.
Malacafiang believes the reopen- -
mg of the Mamsapano probe is po--

SItuatmn ? he pomted out.:-: - '
That is why, he said, he is cau~
tmmng voters to be very careful i in

" choosing their Ieaders in the cornmg
elections. ~

“My adv:ce to all of you in the

yourselfto allow your emotions torute
you. Read, study the characierof each
candidate before giving your vote to

_the next pre51dent of the thppmes

he said. : _ ‘

JEPRUNC AT

QFFECE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - f’maz! add: nacga armyZMZ@gma‘f cont- Tel o, (02‘ 845-9555 Local: 5285,5235

Army Core Purpose: Sewlngﬁ pecple. Securing the land.

‘




£ oapmr Srpms - -
e (R o LI e omemg [
R SRR SRR ER A

t = P
i DD B FLaaNlE O nLnohE DU
WA A IR

[

OFFICE d :
© OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com ~ Tel no. (02) 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5295cc¢

!lk January 2016

17
TARLLA
HE RATINE

. firmed the ruling of the :

Elections (Comelec) which disqualified
- sevenpresidential aspirants as nuisance
" candidates and rejected the registratior

to disqualify

SC upholds Comelec ruling
 some poll bets

-court session last Tuesday.w
petitions against the Comelec il
_presidential candidates Rizalito
| "vid, Elly Pamatong, Juanita Iroceni
> Ephraim Defino, Buetafc Briggs,
- ‘tonio Obifia and Luisito Faleo

- {COCs) had been cancelled by pg

£
Eﬂ o=

Dismissed by the SC during its full
ere the |

Their certificates.of candidacy

| theComelecin séparate decisions with
. a ruling that they are nuisance caridi-
| dates for president. = e
' Quoting from the SC resolutions

| that dismissed the petitions filed by

! the' seven candidates, Spokesman:
. Theodore (. Te said: ... petitions for:
' Certiorari, Prohibition and/or Manda-

mus with applications for restraining. -
- order_and/orinjunetiondirec_ted against
" .Te said: “The Court required

| various Resolutions andfor Decisions of

| the Comelec EnBancand/orits Firstor .
: Secbnd_D’iv_i_s_ionsicancel_l'z_ngp_eti_@i_dnérsfi-: -

" for President of the Philippines-on the -
ground of their being nuisance candi-
dates. the Court uniformly, in Minute

on the ground that the Correlec did not
act with grave abuse of diseretion...”
Also the SC affirmed the Comelec
rulings on the rejection of the regisira-
tion of four party-list groups identified
. by Te in his media briefing as the Min-
danao Alliance for Reforms (MAR),
Bagong Alyansang Manggagawang
Pangtransportasyon pPara sa Edu-

 respective Certificates of Candidacy

Resolitions, DISMISSED the Petitions -

_pal Party of the People’s Movement for

" Democratic Governance (PMDG} and

-Aasenso sa Barangay. ...
'The SC, however, required
‘Comelec to comment o answe
petitions filed by party-list groups Vieva
Farmers . Coalition and Scholarship ng
Masa which also challenged the rejection
of their registration and accreditation.

fhe

Comelec to COMMENT withir aperiod’
-of 10 days from notice 0n the Petitions -
(filed by Vieva Farmets Coalition and -
Scholarship ng Masa)-for Certiorari; -

" Prohibition and Mandamus with ap-

plication for restraining order -and/
“or injunction directed against the
Resolutions of the Comelec denying
petitioners’ petitions, for registration
‘as sectoral organizations under the’
Party-List system.” . S
. Several other petitions filed by par-
ty-list groups whose registration and
accreditation had also been rejected
by the Comelec have yet to be resolved
by the SC. .
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Seriators were dnn

(SC) ruling upholding the Enhaniced Defense

| Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) between':

'__US and the Philippine

-+ Senate President Fr:

1ty Leader }'uan Ponce E_nnleb()th Weicomed the:

© ST ruling and saw thi beneﬁtmg th 'country_
in‘the long term: e :

‘- Sen. Ferdinand M

queéstioned the decision of the SC, mamtammg (e

the EDCA s a treaty that st be rat;fxed by
 VEAwotild be the basisfor whatever auhon the

US will take, not the EDCA:

the Senate. -
--Prilon; who abstamed fwm the votmg ori-

: the resolution filed by Sen. Miriam:Defensor- - -
the VFA remains intact. Nothmg wasadded or

‘Santiagoe calling for concurrence of the EDCA

by the Senate, said the high court has found

. the agreement to be Consh’cutaonal and as such,

“ U must berespected. T

He'said the EDCA is an executive agreemen

only and therefore no longer has to be'sent to
the Senate for concurrence like a treaty.

“This is merely ari executive agreement be- -

onthe ‘%upreme Court o

. mentation of our obligations and the obligations.
“of Americs,”. Drilon

15" }ust impl Iemen
by the Senate
ring to the st;tmg' 5. A

“This is a document that

9"fac;ng a huge:
C una Sea,” " he: added :

Phlhppmes and amr Cnuntry, Dnion said the

“Whateveris the thgatmn of the US under:“

removed witly the EDCA. Ttis merely an imple-

- Drilon also allayed feérq the . 5 cou ndw_

“set tp military bases in'the Philippines with the

implementation of the EDCA. ... .
”Th;s will not happen with the EDCA be»

causeanew treaty ‘must be i piace i order to :

" establish bases and this miust be ratified by the .
Senate. There is no foreign m111%ary base in the
Philippines under the EDCA,” he said.

Enrile, who also abstained from the Vo%mg :

on the resolution, said the Philippines needs
the assistance of its allies just like the US now
more than ever because of the tensions over the
West Philippine Sea.

He said that the Philippines has made an
enemy out of China and so must do everything
it can to protect itself, including allying with a
stronger power such as the US.

“That is why I said that we must stay with
America under our present condition. It's a
matter of necessity for us. Wisely, the Supreme
Court made a courageous decision in spite of
the public reacion to sustain the EDCA in order
to protect the Filipino people and this nation
from posszbie enslavement for centuries by a
giant power in Asia,” Enrile said.

Marcos said he guspects the adnumc;traho;l

dehberately classified the EDCA ‘a5 an exect-

tive agreement for fear that the Senate wc«uid
not ratify it. ;-

Militant groups led by Bagong Alvansang
Makabayan continued to criticize the SC rul-
ing, which it said is a violation of the country’s
national sovereignty.

Sheena Duazo, secretarv general of the Bayan
Southern Mindanao region chapter said EDCA
cannot help in resolving the crisis in the West
Philippine Sea. . .

Tloilo Ar(‘hblshop Angel Lagdameo said
the SC ruling on EDCA appears “that US
does not really like to leave the Philippine
Islands. They have been here all the time. .
And thpmos keep on going to the US and
staying there.”

Cubao Bishop Honesto Ongtioco, for his part,
said itis now up to the country’s leaders to make
the right move after the SC ruling on EDCA.

— With Edith Regalado, Evelyn Macairan




' By ALEXIS ROMERO
 and JOSE KATIGBAK

~an official said yesterday. -
" Afmied Forces of the Philip-

pmes spokesman Col. Resti~

tuto Padilla said the shortlist
inicludes military installations
_mNueva Ecija, Clark, Pa.lawan,

Cebuand. Cagayan de Oro. -

areds that can be devoted for
maritime security and mari-

" time domain awareness. But

there is no final agreement

yet,” Padilla told a press con-
ference yesterday - - .

He said the pnonty sites

* are Fort Magsaysay in Nueva

Ecijaand Basa Airbase in Pam-

panga.

LAY least ezght m111tary_
camps are being. ‘consid-
ered as sites for US equip--
ment to be pre-p051’c10ned-

_in the country under the.

_ Enhanced Defense Cooper-

ation Agreement (EDCA),

upheld its legality.
“They can be part of the g %

Other canps beirig. eyed ane’
the Antonio Bautista Airbase
in Palawan, Benito Ebtien Air-
base in Cebu, Clark ‘Afrbase in -

. Pampanga, ] Lumbia Airfield in'.
~Cagayan de Oro and unnamed

naval bases mPa}awan and Cebu,
" Padilla said negotiators

" from the Philippines and the

US would soon resume dis-
cussions on the implementing
regilations for EDCA now that
the Supreme Cotrt (SC) has

“Vating 10-4; 5C é'ffcéé'

' have Fuled that the EDCA is

constitutional and is an execu-
tive agreemen‘c ‘that needs no
Turn to Page 4
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Senate concurrence

~According to the Supreme
'_Court the EDCA provides:
for arrangements to imple- - -
ment existing treaties that

-those, recommendatmns

g dﬂia gaidi

allow the entry of foreign- .

‘military troops or facilities'
nder the Visiting Forces
'Agreement '(VFA}' and_ the

"VPA not FD(.A 18" the 1'n-_-_'
strument “that ‘permits US'

: uia‘aon'~ o

forces or tamhhe% to enter.'.

the countyys

- Signed by the Phihppmes
“and the US in 1999, the VFA
aliows Anerican soldiers to-
conduct training on Phihppme' o
“’soil on rotational basis.
- The Suprente Cou
ruled that EDCA is a valid
executive agreement that:
the Presxdent is allowed to 7 .

enter into: under the ton-
thtutlon ' :

Padilla said " negohatmg
panels from: both countries
~would come. up, with tec-
: ~and forward
* them to the Mutual Defense

‘Board (MDBY) and the Security

Engagement Board (SEB) for
approval

+The: proposals W111 alqo '
reqtiire the approval of the:
Council of Ministers con-"

posed ‘of the defense and
foreign affairs heads of the
Philippines and the US.

“1f the Mutual Defense'

Board assesses that it is nec-
essary fo increase our inter-
operability and enhance our
capacities then it will be done,
but it remains at the level of

- Washington, they'n

“He could ot say ’chough
:-_-when the negotiating pariels:.

wotld tesumé their talks..

‘may ha
WS régardmg th mel

this agi‘eﬂémeht
- -j'"t_ands for;-_

'EDCA was mgned-by

ippirie and US defense officials
o Aptil 28,2014 hours before

the state visit of Premdent__'
_.Barack Obama : wE

Philippines where US troops
“and equipment as well as

- humanitarian supphes can be.

“clearer direction to the 2+2.
“ministerial talks on Tuesday
~ between Secretary of State
John Kerry and Defense Sec:’
retary Ashton Carter and -

their Filipino counterparts
Albert del Rosario and Vol-

taire Gazmin on troop de--

ployment and storage of
logistics.

Del Roéérlo said EDCA:'.'

“would definitely enhance the

security arrangements be-
tween the two countries.
He declined to specify the

Pa— :

97846 'best to ‘wait for our
delegation to come back from

prame Court’s up’hoidmgf
the legality of EDCA,; top US:.
* and Philippine’ officials began -
discussions in Washington:
. on possible locations in the

e < of joint acti

. number of agreed. locations
- _-;-__-f__that wouid be_offered to US;S--

L forees. flan
’she MDB and SEB to make'_____:

A ﬂurry of Chmese ac- '::_:

tivities i th
- Sea and the.

defense identification zone to

“regulate fli ghts over ‘the'area.”
- af_t made'

Two C_Ihme

ese ded: ﬂas}ung hghts, flares'
.and verba} challenges agamst-_ﬁ.:.-

“fion 1o address such com-

_contribute to regional peace:
and stability,” Del Rosaric;

said at the State Department .

_meetmg

has not come to any conclu-
stons yet.:”

The DFA cl’uef descnbed the

'EDCA ag “ari important secu-
rity compenent of our alliance
and it is going to be helpfulin

awareness and security coop—
eration with the US.” :
He said no matter who
"becomes the next president of
the Philippines after the May
elections, the alliance with the
US will continue, as surveys

'b(}utn CHina ..
est Philippine. -
Seainrecent days has raised
els - concerns that’ Beijing may be -

'-__'preparmg ‘to dmpose an’aif

“We viéw these provoca-
tive actions as a de facto ADIZ,
in the South China Sea and .
_'threats to freédom’ of navi-:
' ‘gation and overflights that

alfimately will serve to im-
'.pede lawful commerce il De} _

'text we should be ina posi-

fion éoncerns; as well | a5

‘He said the Phﬂlppmesf
-8 looking at the possibility
es in the West .
Philippine Sea with the USbut "

terms of the maritime domain-

rrrrrrr




show nine out of 10 F111p1nos

supportmg it. -
e .’:...Kerry ﬁaggs
8¢ rulmg

Before going into. their -
closed door meeting, Kerry -
voiced his appreciation’ for:
the Supreme Court decision,
and reaffirmed America’s
u"onclad-' 'ommltment” fo-

m  the South China'Se

naﬁonal law allows.

L “OnT seclrity m’cerests are
becommg increasingly inter-:
twined, while we grapple’
with non-traditional security -
ernsandiaiatatal-and

..'.-Co'ﬂ :
‘man:made’ d1sasters, trady:

tiona security-challenges:

to: ude territorial and

maritime disputes remain to :

be fundamental concerns,
Gazmin-said. :

He maintained it is. nmely'

for the Philippinés and the

~US 10.“focus on building a-
credible defense posture and -

~enhancing interoperability for
territorial defense, maritime
“security and maritime domain
" dawareness, and humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster
response.”

In his opening address to
the 2+2 ministerial meeting,
Gazmin said the Philippines
looks forward to “deepening
our strategic partnership and
ensure that we maintain an

- effective alliance that is re-
sponsive to the challenges of
the 21st century.”

In Manila, Foreign Af-
fairs spokesman Charles

Laude: was
-'VFA Works
“Carter;" for his part, reiter- :
ated. US intention to fly, sail"
and Operate wherever mter~ _-

Josesaid the SC decision on .
'EDCA has removed a major

" -operation.

“Now -that’ the Supreme
Cotrrt has decided we can pro- -
“ceed with-discussions with the

US forarrangement for its full: -
implementation;” he said in an’
interview on ANC’s Headstart..
" He also said the trial j.'and"
‘conviction of US Marin
e - Joseph Scott Pemberton: for
erate ‘on all issues affec fing:
regxona} ‘-‘,ecunty, ‘such as’ fer<
ritorial and maritime disputes -

the killing in October 201

transgender ]effrey “Termifer”

113

proof’; ’chat th

. Easing
aggressweness

' Meanwhile, Speaker Feli-.
ciano Belmionte Jr.said the' SC. 7
decision on EDCA would like--
ly ease China’s aggressiveness’ =
in the West P}uhppme Sea..

o ”Ch

Séa,” Belmonte said.

- Palawan Rep. Franz Alva-
rez called the development "~

~“a big help in assertmg bur . com _ z
~of state-of-the-art tanks,

territorial rights.”.

He expressed hopes EDCA
would lead "to .an enhanced '
deferise’ posture in the West'.;f Air Force and’ Navy will be
' - one of the best in this part -

.. .of Asia. Most importantly,

Philippine Sea.” -

“1deally, EDCA should en-
hance our position, our claims,
our presence in that area. That

should be the test of its effec- -

tiveness,” Alvarez said.

He said the Philippines’..

“budgetary position does not
give it the luxury to boost its
defense.”

“The military budget is
by and [arge a payroli budg-
et. In US dollars, the Army
budget for 2016 is about a
billion and the Air Force’s a
third of that, which is small
by global standards, he

e

- a8%ets 50 that frequén urveil

: _'_'_planes that the AFP ha; :
“islands in'the West Phlhppmef “not even fitted with basic
surface and ‘air surveﬂlance'

_radar. -

pointed out, . .

“ With the SC 5 ruimg, it

is now fricombert on the

government to ensure that .

“-the Armed Forces would be~

comé fully modernized when'-

‘President Aquino bows ottt of -
‘office on June 30, Valénziela
City REP""'-Sherwm Gatcha1~--'.

lance'of ’che cont £

planesand: ships compared 10

- gther claimant nations m the
. Spratlys,_ Gatc:hahan pomted'-
cout.: S
He dep}ored the mlhw :
tary’s not having enoughj'

aircraft to :conduct regular

1atithe

B and when our AFP be—
comes modeétnized in terms

fighter jets and war sh1ps, .
we are sure’ that our. Army

we can defend our vast ter-

* ritorial waters from foreign

incursions,” Gatchalian said.
While modern equipment
are necessary, soldiers and

personnel remain to be the

most important component of
a m1h’tary

. “Without proper trammg,
high morale and patriotism, no
amount of modern weapons
can make our soldiers the best
that they can be,” Gatchalian
said. - With Jaime Laude,
Paolo Romere, Pia Lee-Brago

patrols over ’che ‘West Ph1hp~ o




.'WASHINGTON T.OP-di it South!
: gt Spea’iung to réporters after
“cials of the Umted_States and the Ph1hpp1nes met-,: ﬂm ‘talks, Philippine Foreign
on Tuesday to discuss arrangements for expanded'_ ;_‘-Sec(:iregaxg -Aiber;cl di Ifj{gqaaf?;o__
: : "-Sﬁl e giscussed wy OI11-.
uUs: m;htary presence in eight fac111t1es in’ the__ Siuls Toeations Wwheré the Philips
Phﬁ;pg_mes in a bid to strerigthen maritime coop-  pines could provide access. 0
eratzo am1d tenswns Wlth Chma in the dlsputed

US forces for mutualbeneﬁ i

held at the Department of State_ Thent [Edca) sign .the ]
‘hours after: the  Philippine countriesin 2014, “The pact W111
: _Supreme Court upheld'the con- allow _Ame can forces,
stitutipnality of the Enhanced R : '

ANGRY PROTESTER  Members of the League of Filipino § Students stagearally near the US Embassy in
Manila against the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement that allows US forces to gain dccess to
e o vy MOCE Phli;ppme m;htary facilities, L _ EDWINBACASMAS * © o7’




" and“could push the_ it

cal military camps.

| - the brink of wat”

-~ flarésto challenge Phlhppme '
. tary flights over the contested

- - “The deal is groundless be-:'
cause China, which sticks to ade- -

- fensive defense policy, has never.
7 cogreed Tany country on the.
* - SouthChina Seaissue,” itsaids
. The Phﬂlppmes' as accused'

. Spratly Islands and said it wanted
"o see'more US operauons 1o up-
" hold freedom of nawgauon and
: gvezﬂlghtmthe region. -

shxps' and planes to access tolo-

I Manila, Col Restitito’
7 Padilla, spokesperson " for the -
_:_Armed Forces . of. the Philip- .
pmes told_.reporters “that Mani-

: dWashmgwn'ze ht

* including commerce.”

- thoroughfare for abgur one-

. States looks 1 ;bocst 1{3 res

ence n, the Asza—Paczﬁc regwn i

dlscussmg How 0 use" _the de.h.t‘.
se’ pact “to strengthen our.

fe
“maritime  security eapabﬂmes

andour'rolein keepmg apeace-’
ful regmn, a fegion without di-
* yisions; without tensions; “anid a-
" region where everyone has free--

- dom to carry out t;helr affairs,

The Phlhppmes has increas-

- Asian governments are Vying
. for control of small islands and
- shoals in seas that sefve as a

R

: y ¢ _ 'Chlnaj:_" '
. over their t mton ‘dispute in.
“ the South China® Sea; ‘where $ix:
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' third of world trade: . shut their Dases, inci
‘" The United States is looking - largest military ! acilities outside
“to support - the illzequipped . the US ‘mainland, after Filipin
 Philippine military and counter . senators voted a year earlier 0

 assertive Chinese action.
 The Philippirtes has pr
e

 “provocative” challenges to Phil
“pine military flights amounred |

China establishing a de facfo air -

@id over theFast China Sea. .

".‘He said the ‘Philippines was .
looking at the possibility of joint
activides with the United States’

in . the . South China Seay but

re considering joine patrols.

“cailed within the supposed 22-
- Kilometer (12-nautical-mile) terti-
torial limit of Zamora Reef, anoth-
er of the features built by China.
. US Secretary of State Johfi
Kerry said the United States had
- an “fronciad commitment” to the

“gecutity of the Philippines, and.
. that they shared 2 commitrient

to democracy and human rights.
Nearly a century of US ik~

tary presence in the Philippines

ended in 1992 when Americans

Q_tés_t’éd'

'-_:Nuev
.défens_e_i}idenﬁﬁcaticﬁ ZORe, a5 it '__l'--to'nid B?uufsta'_'and a naval bage

*Tn October a US Navy warship

in Palawan province, Camp Bern:

‘jto Ebtient and the naval base In.
Cebu province, Clark Alr Base in:
Pampanga and Lumbia air field

in Cagayan de Oro.

“stopped’ short of saying: they. .. “Many, of these sites are al-.

.+ ready our exercise sites,” Padil-

_la said.”

:

© The Americans are also seek-’

ing access to three civilian sea-
ports and airfields on Luzon, in-
cluding Subic Bay, a former Us
Navy base, a senior defense offi-
cial told Reuters. _ _
- Last year, maore than 100 US

 Navy ships docked in Subic and .
‘two advanced nnciear-powered -

stealth submarines made visits in

the first two weeks of this year.
«gybic is important to the

Americans because it i§ one of

edtomislea

" Philippines. "

d,” when
mote US forces to ba

presence; ‘not the permanent

basing, of US forces in the,

“The high court ruling was
clear in saying that Edca should

_remain within the pounds of
‘both the' 1999 Visiting Forces: .
“ Agreement and the 1951 Mutii--
“al Defénise Treaty, hesaid. 7 :

 “The  executive agreement
must not go beyond the parame-.

‘ters, limitations and standards
et by the law and/or treaty that

the former purports to imple--
ment and must not unduly ex-

‘pand ‘the international obliga-
“tion expressly meritioned or iec-

essarily implied in-the law or

" freaty,” Te pointed out. Withre-

ports from AE Reuters, Jaymee
T Gamil and Tarra Quismundo




 Even while the Supreme
Court has upheld its legality,
the Enhanced Defense Coopera-
pave the way for the establish-
ment of US military bases in the

. Philippines. " . - :

1 - This is according to the Su-

preme Court (8C) ruling last

Tuesday upholding the constitu-

tion Apreement (EDCA) will not

tionality of EDCAbut reminding
authorities of its limits.

“The executive agreement
must not go beyond the param-

eters, limitations and st{mdérds

“setby thelaw and Jortreaty that
the former purports to imple-

ment and must not unduly

expand the international obli-

By EDUPUNAY 0

~ EDCA bars building of US bases - SC

gation expressly mentioned of
necessarily implied in the law or
treaty,” read the decision penned
by Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes
Serenc. .
Philippine and US officials
signed EDCA m April 2014 hours
befote the state visit of US Presi-
dent Barack Obama. - i o
.. .., TumtoPage5

EDCA From Page 1
But the Senate, in a resolution, said
3CA should be regarded as a treaty re-
siting the chamber’s CONCUITENCE.

Ini its decision, the 5C stressed EDCA
sould remain “consistent with the Con-

itution, .as well as with, existing laws

nd treaties.” i

Tt said Articte XVIIT Section 25 of the
‘onstitution provides “gtringent require-
sents” before a foreign military base
ould be allowed in the couniry.

“The agreement must be in the form

§ a treaty, it must be duly concurred in
'y the Senate, and it must be recognized
s a treaty by the other state,” the high
ourt explained, adding that g freaty is
iecessary as “instrament that allows the
sresence of foreign military bases, troops
» facilities.” :

Inits ruling, the hi gh tribunal also held
Tt the Visiting Forces Agreement {VFA)
snly “allows US troops 0f facilities to en-
\or” the country and that the agreement
hetween the US and the Philippines on
military bases had expired in 1991.

The Philippines hosted the two biggest
1S overscas bases until 1991-when the
Senate voted against renewing the lease
agreement on the military facilities.

“The EDCA doesn’t allow UShases; not
coven VEA allows it,” SCspokesman Theo-
Jore Te told The STAR in a text mesSage.

No constitution crisis
Te also dispelled fearsof a possible con-
stitutional crisis due to contrasting stands
of the SC and the Senate on the issue.
“The Court has the mandate to reselve
constifutional issues, 50 there can’t be a
crisis there,” he pointed out.

The SC stressed that EDCA is merely
an implementing executive agreement
for the VFA.

Former senators Rene Saguisag and
Wigberto Tafiada and militant lawmakers
led by Bayan Muna Reps. Neri Colmena-
res and Carlos Zarate filed the petition
with the SC contesting the legality of
EDCA.

With Sereno in the ‘majority ruling were-

nine magistrates: Senior Associate Justice
Antonic Carpio and Asgociate Justices
Presbitero Velasco Jr., Diosdado Peralta,
Lucas Bersamin, Mariano del Castillo,
Martin Villarama Jz., Jose Perez, jose Men-
doza and Bienvenido Reyes.

Associate Justices Teresita Leonardo-
de Castro, Arturo Brion, Tstela Perlas-
Bernabe and warvic-Leonen dissented
from the decision. =~ R

Associate Justice Francis Jardeleza

" abstained, citing his previous handling

of the case as solicitor general.

Under EDCA, the US will be allowed
to build stractures, as well as store Or
preposition weapons, defense supplics
and materiel in Philippine military camps
for a period of 10 years. The US will also
be allowed to station roaps, civilian per
sonnel and defense contractors, as well as
transit and station vehicles, vessels and
aircraft within the peried.

correét decision

Meanwhile, Liberal Party senatorial
candidate and former justice chief Leila
de Lima lauded the SC for its ruling.

“The Supreme Court correctly ruled
that the EDCA is just an implementing
executive agreement of the RP-US Mutual
Defense Treaty, and therefore is nota sepa-
rate treaty that needs the ratification of the
Senate t0 become affective and binding
herween the two Pacific allies,” said De
Lima, & member of the VFA Commission
when she was justice secretary.

De Lima said the Supreme Court case
against EDCA was the final hurdle toward
an expansive cooperation between the
Philippines and the US that is focused on
the modernization of the Armed Forces of

_the Philippines.

~ “The EDCA is 8 much needed boost
to the existing VFA in modernizing our
armed forces’ capabilities and equipment,
as the AFP is further exposed to train-
ing and orienfation on state-of-the-art
weapon technologies and systems that the
United States Armed Forces is expected to
bring in under the terms of the expanded
arrangements for hosting US forces in
Philippine-guntmllcd military hases.”
she stressed.
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Carter welcome

upholding EDCA

SHINGTON, DC = US
‘Secretary of State John
Kerry, welconing the Phil-

" Carter r_n'ét their counterparts, Secretary
 Albert del Rosario and Secretary Voltaire

Cazmin at the State Department here.

Under the accord, more US troops

' ippine Supreme Court de-
; cision upholding the Enhanced Defense  and warships will rotate through bases |
in the Philippines at a time of tension

_Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), gaid
'yestorday the deal will see Washington  with China over control of the South
| “help modernize Philippines’ forces 10 China Sea. e e
‘ be better able to work atongside the . FOur strategic relationship hegins:
US fleet. L : with a very firm pledge-that the United
States has anironclad commitmenttothe .

"~ As the court in Manila voted to ap--
prove the 10-vear agreement; Secretary security of the Philippines,” Kerry said, " |

Kerry and Secretary of Defense Ash - “We will continue to consult }6

4
!
1
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“{he face of an assertive China, whi
maritime boundar'v d;sputes

‘inthe disputed South’ Chin 1 Se

cof using flashing lights ‘and flares to

imanttme chsputes in the Sout

-regmnal seciirity such as i;emt ial an

Which wasa t?b colonv m the Pacrﬁc- :
from 1898 to 1946, S i
.. The Phxhpp}nes hosted two of. the :
laigest overseas 1S mlhtary bases un- .-
til 1992, when lawmakers voted to.end .-
the Jeases in the face ef antl—Amerman- -
sentiment.. - :
__But Presidents Bemgno Aqumo _and
‘Parack Obania pushed for stronge i

’I‘he ‘United States: on: Tueqday":_
welcomed a court ruhng on. thé con- -~
st;tunonahty of a defense pact w1th'

The Philippines has aceuse Chma

challenge Philippine mihtary ﬂzghts
over the contested_Spra_tiy__lslands a_n_t_i

: tions to uphoId freedom of nawgat:on‘-;_"_'
2 -and overflight in the region. =« ol

& '_-of the US.and the Philippines met at™
the State: Department Tuesday,
: after_-:the Philippine Supremg" Cour

"-'ence in’ the Asia Pacific, He 'sazd the

3t0 carry out their affairs;-incl

git :
;7 -bert del Rosario’ said. Lhey discusse
e _1ocat10ns ‘where the Philippines can:
provide accessto USs forces fer “mutual
'beneﬁt ph -

- ly testy relations: wzth China overtheir
- territorial _dxspute in the South China:

:___::-:iSea, where

" shoals in seas that a thoroughfare fo
 about orie-third of world trade, The US
s lookmg to support the ﬂlwequlppedf :
" Philippine military and counter assers
B _t1ve Chmese attion. .

“Top diplomats and defense officials -

hours i

that _the_ ED CA_ sxgned by

- twosides are discussing how to use the_'-.!; terr
. defense pact “to strengthien our mari- -

tme security capablhties and ourrole: - porty
in keeping a peaceful region, a'reglon__----
without divisions, without tensions, and - 'ment by urgmg the UmtecI States to
a regmn where éveryone has freedom prowde us tanks, war ships, patroi boats,"-
i _-survelliance and fighter: alrcrafts anci

' _and 1-BAP partyhst Rep: Slivesi;re Bello
.- TII, members of the House tninority bloe,
i however, protested the SCdecision. “The
SC just gave'its imprimatur to an agree-
mernit that transforms the entire nation
- intoa military outpost and exposes us to

WAL Ilagan saidi
Betlo, who servedas Juqtlce secretary’_._-
‘during the Ramos administration; said: -
“An agréement that grants tod forelgn
‘country, the right to oceupy Philippine
o sovereign tem’cory should be ratified by
- the Senate P .

The Phd1pp£nes has hadi mcreasmg—_' y

ix Asian governments
vying for control of smail‘islands







. ~ Phl, US sharev1€W
~ EDCA not a treaty

 THE LEGAL debate over the long-
tetm presence on Philippine soil of
. American military men and materiel
revolves mainly around Section 25
" of Article XVIII that gathers in the
last patt of the Constitution various |
pransitory provisions, one of themon |,
foreignbases. .o
" Understanding Section 25 in the |
~‘context of geopolitical realities in TS -
" the region is key to accepting the Supreme Cowt ruling
handed down last Tuesday that the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) between Manila and
. Washington is constitutional. - perE

7 Gection 25 provides: “After the expiration in1991.0f -

the Agreement between the Republic of the Philippines -
and the United States of Ametica concerning military -
bases, foreign military bases, troops, oF facilities shall
 not be allowed in the Philippines except under a treaty
duly concurred inby the Senate and, when the Congress
so reguires, ratified by 4 majority of the otes cast by
_the people in a national veferenduwm held for that pur-
pose, and recognizedasa treaty by the other contracting

S Thigis to be'read alongside Section 21 of Article VI

- (Executive Department) which provides: “No. treaty o7
international agreement shall be valid and effective unless
concurred in by at least two-thirds of all the Members of the
Senate.” :

But focasis on the more detailed Section 25 in Article
XVIH, because it speaks specificaily of foreign military
hases, while Section 21 applies in general to all treaties
or international aglmements. '

After 44 years, the Phl-US bases agreemernt mentioned
in Section 75 expired in 1991. It was not renewed, result-
ing in the physical pullout of the US bases the following
year. . .-

/ An’important footnote to the pullout was that the
other pact, the 1951 Muttual Defense Treaty, Thas remained
inplace. The open-ended MDT continues to beineffect-
to expire only one year after either party serves a notice
of termination. =

The text of the Supreme Court ruling was notimme-
diately made available, but the tribunal reportedly said
after a 10-4 vote that EDCA is just an executive agree-
ment, 1ot & treaty requiring concurrence by the Senate

| as provided under Section 21 and Section 25.

.. and consentt of the Senates of the contracting patties.

' ment merely implements an older and more encom-

+ raised {

“that optior

~ Nt only the White House b

s congressional leaders reportedly frown on readily -
-

Philipp e

" There is widespread opinion in ‘Washington that -

stantial con essions with the consent of the Senate. -
i Inpushing EDCA, the two countries merely fell back

* of the bas
- Inthe context

" fhan a dozen other long-term US installations).

oI eonkrast, the areas to be made accessible tothe US"

probably meaning that they will come and go depending .

opérational control, As home of the 13th 1S Air Force

Clark and Subic were deéply nvoived in military op-

is, in’amanner of speaking, anotchlower
ot adopt or lay downanew prindple.- ..

¢ dictate a major policy shift that will require the advice
- Attimes; as in the case of EDCA, an executive agree-

passing contract such as the Muttial Defense Treaty.
th EDCA deemed as not a'tréaty; the requirement, -

Section 25+

| -‘:Mggila 100 fimid 1o Insistonatreaty? =
DOES. the Philippines not ingist that EDCA be
to the status of a treaty? Official sotirces said that’ -
i Hhas beeri ruled out by Washingtory 05
it ‘also ‘several senior.

uich tipgrades, not only inagreements with the -
hines but also with most othier coumtries.

tréaties have the unwanted effect of eroding a country’s
sovereignty 1n the process of giving and taking of sub--

ol the rationale that the riew contract, like the eatlier
Visiting Forces Agreement defining the status of US
esan the s justpart of the implementation

cnt -t of the fimes when Section 25 was writ-
ten. the “foreign ilitary bases” it mentions are perma- -
nent installations similar to-or reriniscent of Clark air
base; Subicnaval pase and Camp John Hay (amongmore

military under EDCA are not permanent. The service-
men's feraporary presence is described as “rotational” -

ont the shifting priorities of the two countries: - o
“There s no section in'the EDCA, however, defining
what temporary, permanent and rotational mean. And
it appears that the Philippine side = concerned about
beefing up itS military capability in the least timhe with
the least expense —is too timid fo insist on definitions! -
. » Can EDCA deter Sino landgrabbing?
UNDER the old (1947-1991) bases agreement, Clatkand
Subic were full-blown permanent bases under American

a the time, Clark was the biggest military installation
outside the US mainland. " .
- Then projectinig US: military might into the region,

erations, including waging a losing war in Vietnam.
Honolulu and Guam in ‘mid-Pacific were farther away
from the Indochinese peninsula where the fighting raged.
_Proponents of EDCA are lucky that the constitution-
ality question was raised before the SC at a ime when
the Philippines is being harassed by the Chinese red
dragon gobbling up valuable bits and pieces of Philip-
pine maritime areas.
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EN  the Supreme
Court “upheld the va-
lidity of the Enhanced
Jefense Cooperation Agreement
EDCA), it actually was no sut-
irise o me.
Over - the last, few years, -the
IDCA “was “already on its way
o become a kind of IRR (im-
flementing rules and regula-
jons) of the Visiting Forces
1greement, the Mutual Defense
Freaty and even Commonwealth
Yer 1 : :
iNo thanks to China’s very ag-
sressive acts of territorial infringe-
Tent, what with its infamous arti-
fcial islands, I think it was these
acts that pushed the hand of the

Uinited Seages, 0w

You see, we have ‘something

that no one can tzke away from
us unless we get to be colonized -
our strategic Jocation in the Asia-
Pacific region. The Philippines is
but a stone’s throw from all other
interests of the United States and
many continents.

So the signs were there that
whatever obstacles stand in the
way of direct US involvernent in
territorial disputes, these will be
raken care of In this event, the
Supreme Court ruled exacty the
way it would be beneficial to the
parties concerned.

Fighting with EDCA

Our acquisition of new defense
equipment for land, air and sea

was.4. pottent Of mote forceful
presence in' the disputed. islands. ...

The statement last year of US
Defense Secretary Ashton Cart-
er who told Philippine Defense
Sectetary Voltaire Gamin that
“\¥ashington’s pledge to defend
the Pacific nation remained ‘iron-
clad,” and called for an end to jand
reclamation in the Seuth China
Sea,” was a2 strong indication of a
commitment they do not intend
to back out from.

Then- the recent atrival of US
submarine, Topeka, seemed to
many a subtle hint of continuous

military assistance to the Philip-

pines should there be an outbreak

of hostilities. Officially, of course,

the Topeka will conduct a mul-
itude of miissions “and” maintdin’

proficiency of the latest  capa-
bilities of the submarine fleet, ac-
cording to the US Embassy.

If we are to gauge the recent ac-
tions of the United States then, it
seems out old ally has our back.
As they say, actions speak louder
than words and our ally seems
committed to join in the action
shouid, heaven forbid, there be
one.

While 1 am sure that none of the
parties involved really want to en-
gage in a war where no one really
stands to win, China seems to be

‘like a recalcitrans teenager out to
see just how far his parents will
draw the line, _
Apparently, ignoring the actions
of this rebellious teenier seems {0
core actoss not as dismissive tol-
- erance’ but outtight acquiescence.
Henceforth,  the appeatance of
" these artificial islands.
Pethaps this giant bully became
smug knowing that the US owes
- it trillions of dollars in debt. But

- something inside of me feels the

US has mote than its economy or
its debt at stake here.

National pride? Perhaps. The
US does not take kindly o site-
ations where it is “bullied” ot its
authority severely questioned in
giobal events. It also doesn’t hurt

_ that :China’s economy” is- stowly
" fizzling out and rieatly implod-

ing becatise of its own overconft-
dence .and destructive economic
practices.

Tt would be ideal if we ate able
to fight our own hattles because
history tells us that if other people
fight our battles for us, we end up
paying more than we batgained
for.

And yet, we know that we can-
not fight this one without help. In
the end, we really just have to gtin
and beat it.

So we can fight another day.

e
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of naticnal pride.

ONLINE REWS
14 JANUARY 2016

www.dwdd.com.ph

LINKING AND LEARNING // CSOG starts it’s 2016 activities

; uezon Céty — The Combined Speciéi Outreachéd Group
(CSOG) held a meeting at Civil Relations Service Conference Room led by Media and Civil Affairs Group,

CRS and Captain Cole Livieratos of the US Embassy- Military Information Support Team.
Undersecretary Bobby Garcia of the Office of the Political Affairs stréssed the importance of spreading
information with the means of Social Media using 2 L's: Linking and Learning.

" The meeting was attended by the Military Information:

Support: eam, PNP Anti-Cybercrime Group, AFP 7' Civil
Relations Group, PNP Police Civil Relations Group, PNP Special Action Force and AFP Civil Military

Operations School, '
The focus of the meeting is about Social media playing an important role in raising awareness to the

society, Representative from every group alsc highlighited the accomplishmenis of the programs that have
been implemented in cooperation with different sectors last 2015 and they proposed future programs that
would be implemented this year.

Though, some of the members of US Embassy-MIST wil! go back to their mother fand (United States) this
January, Captain Stefan Goray will continue his group's advocacy as one of the active members of

CSOG.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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AFPCMOS Announces 2016 Courses

: ‘Camp Aguinaido, Quezon City— The Armed Forces of the
Philippines Civil- Ml!itary Operatlcﬁs Schoof (AFPCMOS) announces the list of courses that they will offer

in 20186.
AFPCMOS Commandant, MAJOR EDGARDO V. TALAROC, JR., encourages all qualified personnel to

enrol in any of their courses that would develop more warrior diplomats for the AFP.

The courses they are scheduled to open this year include Strategic CMO Officers Online Course;
Information Support Affairs Officers Course; Strategic CMO NCO Course; and Social Media Management

and Product Development Training.
These courses are open fo all personnel — officers, non-commissioned officers (NCO) and civilian

employees of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, especially those assigned in Civil-Military Operations
Units, as weli as personnel from other government agencies, and non-government organizations (NGO's).

WWAW, pna.gov.ph

Use EDCA to buy war ships, state-of-the-art equipment to

modernize AFP --Solon
By Sammy F. Martin

MANILA, Jan. 13 (PNA) -- Now that the Supreme Court has upheid the legality of the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) between the Philippines and the United States, it is now incumbent on
the government to ensure that the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) will become fully modernized in
terms of war materiel and equipment before President Benigno 8. Aquino Il bows out of office on June

30,

Valenzuela City Rep. Win Gatchalian expressed this view on Wednesday as he urged the Aquino
administration to use the EDCA to its advantage in terms of securing additional war ships and patrol boats
from the US government.

“It's about time that the AFP upgrade its air and naval assets so that frequent surveillance of the contested
islands in the West Philippine Sea can be conducted. It's really lamentable that our country lags behind in
terms of modern planes and ships compared to other claimant nations in the Spratlys,” Gatchalian said.

The veteran lawmaker deplored that the AFP presently does not have enough aircraft to conduct reguiar
patrols in the West Philippines Sea.
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Army vision: By 2028, a warld-class Army that is a source of national pride,

“i¢ and when our AFP becomes modernized in terms of state-of-the-art tanks, fighter jets and war ships,
we are sure that our Army, Air Force and Navy will be one of the best in this part of Asia. Most importantly,
we can defend our vast territorial waters from foreign incursions,” said Gatchalian, a majority member of

the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,

While he maintains that modem equipment is needed to make an Army the best it can be. the most
important component remains to be the soldiers themselves since they will be the ones using the top-of-

the-line firearms and war materiel,

“Without proper training, high morale and patriotism, no amount of modern weapoens can make our
soldiers the best that they can be,” he pointed out.

Gatchalian has been pushing for the revival of the Reserved Officers Training Corps (ROTC) as a means
of inculcating in the youth patriotism and nationalism in the wake of renewed activities of the Chinese

military in the West Philippine Sea.

While the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) remains to be the premier military school for future officers
and generals of the AFP, the ROTC is also a major source of officers, particularly for the Philippine Army.

The senatorial candidate said making ROTC mandatory for all male students enrolled in colleges,
universities and technicai or vocationat schools is in line with the Constitutional provision which sfates that
“the Government may call upon the people to defend the State and, in fulfiiment thereof, all citizens may

be required, under conditions provided by law, to render personal, military or civil service.”

“The ROTC program will boister confidence in our military preparedness and capability while at the same
time provide our country with support from student-cadet reservists and potential commissioned officers,”

he explained.

Under House Bill No. 2338, Gatchalian wants ROTG to form part of the curriculum of all college degree
courses as well as technical or vocational courses, and shall be a prerequisite for graduation. Students
shaii be required to complete the ROTC for an academic period for two years.

The administration is aware that the AFP lags behind in terms of acquiring equipment and President
Aquino has done more for the military than the three previous administrations combined, according to

Palace spokesmen.

Several “pig-ticket items” are now being acquired by the government for the AFP as part of the military
organization’s modernization program. Among these assets are two navy frigates worth PhP18 billion,
three air surveillance radars worth PhP2.68 billion, six close air support aircraft worth PhP4.87 billion, two
units of iong-range patrol aircraft worth PhP5.98 billion, multipurpose attack craft project worth PhP864.32
million, night fighting system worth PhP1.116 billion, two C-130 aircraft worth PhP1.6 billion, two naval
helicopters worth PhP5.4 billion, and lead-in fighter trainer jets ammunition worth PhP4.47 billion. (PNA)
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Colmenares: Philippines to become 'magnet of attacks’ with EDCA

By Patricia Lourdes Viray {philstar.com) | Updated January 13, 2016 - 3:26pm

Bayan Muna Rep. Neri Colmenares on Wednesd'ay stressed that Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement would make the Philippines a "magnet of attacks" for opponents of the United
States. Philstar.com/Efigenio Toledo IV

MANILA, Philippines - Bayan Muna Rep. Neri Colmenares on Wednesday said that the Philippines may
become an easy target of the United States' foes, such as the Islamic State, due the Enhance Defense

Cooperation Agreement (EDCA).

Colmenares said in a telephone interview with ANC's Headstart that the petitioners against the agreement
are set to file a motion for reconsideration against the ruling of the Supreme Court upholding its

constitutionality.

The lawmaker argued that the decision of the high court was not unanimous and that there were
dissenting opinions. He insisted that the EDCA shouid be reviewed by the Senate.

Colmenares expressed his concern that the Philippines would become a “magnet of attacks™ due to the
presence of US troops in the country.

The agreement would aliow US troops to have access to existing Philippine military facilities.

"Ang mga facilities na 'yan will be used to attack the enemies of the United States... We don't want fo be
involved in the wars of the United States,” Colmenares said.
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The lawmaker expressed his doubts that the US would help the Philippines against China in connection to
the West Philippine Sea dispute.

“Nagtayo na ang China ng alrstrip sa West Philippine Sea wala man lang ginawa ang Amerikano," the
lawmaker said,

Colmenaressuggested that the Philippines seek assistance frommthe ifitemational community instead of
the United States.

He added that the Philippines should unite with other countries in the Southeast Asia region who aiso
have territorial disputes with China such as Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei.

Meanwhile, the Philippines and the United States are now set to discuss the full implementation of the
agreement following the SC ruling.

Voting 10-4, the high court ruled to uphold the constitutionality of the executive agreement between the
two countries.

The SC also ruled that the EDCA is an executive agreement that dees not need Senate concurrence.

wWww rappler. com

PH vows ‘prompt, mutually beneficial’ implementation of EDCA

Foreign Secretary Albert del Rosario says the Supreme Court ruling on EDCA 'opens up new
opportunities to further deepen our enduring alliance with the UG’

Rappler.com
Published 11:08 AM, January 13, 2016
Updated 11:08 AM, January 13, 2018

MANILA, Philippines - The Philippines on Tuesday, January 12, vowed fo work on the "prompt and
mutuaily beneficial" implementation of the PH-US Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA),
following the Philippine High Court's decision upholding the constitutionalityof the executive agreement.

Philippine Foreign Secretary Albert def Rosaric made the statement after the 2nd Philippines-US 2 plus 2
Ministerial Consultations at the US Stafe Department in Washingion, DC, where he and Defense
Secretary Voltaire Gazmin met with their US counterparis, Secretary of State John Kerry and Defense

Secretary Ashton Carter,

“The recent validation by the Supreme Court of the constitutionality of the EDCA opens up new
opportunities to further deepen our enduring alliance with the US, and we have committed to work towards
the prompt and mutually beneficial implementation of this agreement,” Del Rosario said.

EDCA is an executive agreement that gives US troops, planes, and ships increased rotational presence in
Philippine military bases, and affows Washington to build facilities to store fuel and equipment there.
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Proponents say the deai aims to help build the capacity of the Philippine mititary, one of the weakest in
Asia. especially in the face of chalienges posed by the country's dispute with China in the West Philippine

Sea (South Ching Sea).

Del Rosario said that during the dialogue, which iasted for two hours and 15 minutes, the officials
"welcomed the renewed focus on the area of maritime security and maritime domain awareness.”

"In terms of defense and security, we discussed concrete ways to leverage the alliance to contribute to the
stabifity and prosperity of our region," Del Rosario said.

The officials also reviewed "robust” bifateral cooperation on defense and security, and on trade,
investments, tourism, and development; and common challenges posed by "violent exiremism” and
climate change,” Del Rosario said.

'Increasingly intertwined security interests'

The dialogue, convened months away from the 70th anniversary of the establishment of PH-US bilateral
ties, ook place as tensions continue to rise in the South China Sea.

In his opening remarks at the ministerial consultations, Del Rosario cited the "tremendous progress” made
by both countries in further revitalizing their alliance since the first meeting in 2012,

"I believe that our relations are truly at {their] best at this point. One factor behind this is the conscious
effort of our leaders to invest in our enduring engagement. Another factor is the emergence of regional
challenges that have underscored the neead for conceried effort to protect our common vaiues,” he said.

"Our defense and security engagement has never been stronger nor more focused. Our cooperation in the
area of maritime security and maritime domain awareness benefits not just for our mutual defense, but
also contributes actively to maintaining regionai stability,” Del Rosario added.

tn his opening remarks at the ministerial consultations, the Philippine defense chief noted the "increasingly
intertwined" security interests of the Philippines and the US.

“While we grapple with non-traditional security concermns and natural and man-made disasters, traditional
security chatienges o include territorial and maritime disputes remain o be fundamental concerns. Given
this strategic context, we should be in a position to address such common concerns, as well as coniribuie

to regional peace and stability,” sajd Gazmin.

‘It is timely for the Philippines and the US to focus on building a credible defense posture and enhancing
interoperabitity for territorial defense, maritime security and maritime domain awareness, and
humanitarian assistance and disaster response,” he added.

Gazmin also noted that the Aquine administration has provided “unprecedented levels of funds” for the
Armed Forces of the Philippines’ modernization, in pursuit of its mandate not only “to protect the State but
also to fulfill cur obligations as an ally and an active contributor to regional peace and stability.”

On the economic front, Del Rosario noted the resoiution of issues hampering the growth of PH-US trade
ties, such as the termination of the US Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) labor review on the
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Philippines, the removal of the Philippines from the Special 301 Watchlist, and thereinstatement of the
Philippines to US Federal Aviation Authority (FAA} Category 1 status.

"Moving forward, we remain in close consultations with the US on how the Philippines can accede to the
Trans Pacific Partnership at the soonest possible time," the Philippine official said.

Philippines, "which will build on the success of the first compact which has contributed to poverty
alleviation, inclusive growth, and elimination of corruption.” ~ Rappler.com

www. philsiar.com

New Navy Western Mindanao chief installed

By Roel Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated fanuary 13, 2016 - 4:58pm

Commodore Jorge Amba is the new commander of the Naval Forces Western
Mindanao. Philstar.com/File photo

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - Philippine Navy chief instalied Wednesday afternoon a new commander
in its naval command in this port city to keep the government's fight against terrorism and fawless

activities in southern Philippines.

Navy chief Vice Admiral Caesar Taccad instalied Commodore Jorge Amba to replace Rear Admiral
Premitivo Gopo, a member of the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) Class '83, who will retire from
service on Friday as he reaches the mandatory age of retirement.
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Amba, a member of PMA Class '85, took over the command as commander of the Naval Forces Western
Mindanao (NFWM) during a formal ceremony inside the headquarters of the Naval Station Romuio

Espaldon in Barangay Calarian,

Amba, formerly commander of Marine fleet and Northwest Command, had been assigned in Zamboanga
City as intelligence officer in 1989 to track down cases of human trafficking.

Taccad credited Gopo, despite his short stint, in helping defeat the Abu Sayyaf group in Basilan and Sulu
as commander of the Joint Task Force Zambasulta,

Gopo described his five months and 15 days as Navy commander to be challenging and a litmus test for
employing various tactics to run after the Abu Sayyaf and ifs terror cohoris behind the series of

kidnappings and attacks.
Nation ( Article MRec ), pagematch: 1, sectionmatch: 1

Amba, for his part, vowed to continue the programs ieft by his predecessor and increase collaborations
with stakehoiders.

www.pha.gov.ph

PN MPAC up for dry-docking, repairs

MANILA, Jan. 13 (PNA) —- In line with efforts {o ensure that all its available naval craft are mission and
seaworthy at all times, the Philippine Navy {PN) announced it is allocating Php2,575,608.76 for the dry-
docking and repairs of one of its six muiti-purpose attack craft (MPAC).

Scheduled for maintenance is MPAC with hull number BA-485.

Winning bidders are required to deliver the services and other items needed for the repairs within 45
calendar days, the bid bulietin from the Philippine Government Electronic Procurement System said.

Bid opening is on Jan. 18, € a.m. at the Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee Bonifacio Naval
Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City.

An MPAC measures 16.5 meters long, 4.76 meters wide and has a draft of one meter and a top speed of
45 knots.

Each costs around Php80 rhiilion and hag a range 300 nautical miles.

The huil is made of high-guality aluminum and is crewed by one officer and four enlisted personnel.

it is capable of carrying 16 fully-equipped troopers or twe tons of cargo.

MPAC is capable of operating in territorial waters up to "Sea State 3" (slight waves) without any system
degradation.

It is armed with one .50 caliber and two 7.62mm machine guns. (PNA)
FPV/PFN
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