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AFP chiefs visits Sulu, Zamboanga amid atert
following Jakarta attack

Frances Mangosing
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A_:_WITH less than four months to go
before the crucial 2016 pressden—
_fial election, and de bar
of graft aliegatzons Vice. Pres1dent
Jejomar Binay has: reemerged as the front—runner to".
become the country’s next President, according to the
latest Social Weather Stations’ (SWS) survey.

mEmior ar Tur
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“the Busmessworld: newsPaper
‘Matcps, among the vice presi-
“dential aspirants, closing in on:
the -front-runner, Sen. Francis

ThiMG. Vnte .

sori, - both . former mayors - of -
-~ Makati City,: had taken huge ..

" ickbacks fro mpal pro-
jects;had: regamed a:clear lead
with 31" percent expressmg a
preference for: him jn the Jan. 8
to. 10 survey perwé the SW3

The Survey,

alsé showed - Sen.” Bongbong-*

‘Chlz” Escudero

_Binay, whose poll numbers
‘plunged last year when allega- .
" tions emerged that he“and his:

S, BINAY/AEB_
: 2ncumbent former
senatars leadmg race/A18
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“ago. scored 3 percent

erstwhile tront-runner Sen.

Grace . Poe, who was. tzed at

No.-1with Bmay inthe prewous

" Décember survey, was now.in'a
‘statistical deadlock with the rul-
ing Libéral Party. standard- beax~
‘er Mar ‘Roxas, at 24 percent

agamst Roxas’ 21 percent
- Davao: City Mayor, Roéngo

.;Daterte s 20 percent rating was
: ancha:zged from the December
. survey

;. Sen Mmara Defensor—Santl-
'(fzom 4

percent) :
In. the vice premdenﬂal race

Escudero rernained the top con-

_tender at 28 percent toven from

"30° percent - in Décember, - fol-
lowed closely by Marcos with 25
percent, up by 6 points from 19
percent Behind Marcos were
Camarines Sur Rep. Leni Robre-
dowith 17 percent (from 19 per-
cent), Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano
with 14 percent (from 17 per-
cent), Seil. Gringo Honasan with
Bpercent: (unchanged) and Sen:
Antonic Trillanes TV wnh 3 per-
cenit {fromn 5 percent).”

~pthierpresidential candidates i
U “Binay’s” ratings T increase
coiild also be due to the fact that .

Not too fast

Analysts said the latest survey
results did not mean that Bmav.

who' reieased - Statement

through his spokesperson ‘that he’

was “himbled” by the latest sur-

vey results, was already a wininer, .

It 18 too early to say that Vice:

Presuient Binay is already pu]img 2
away. A lot éan still happen'in-
three months,” said political sci-*

‘ence professor ¥ Edmund Taydo: .

. “Many Filipino voters have yet:
o ‘make up their minds months -
- before the May 9 electiors, nioted
“political ‘analyst Ramon Casiple
‘of the Institute for Political andQ
Electoral Reform think tank.* .
: “Bmafs leadof 7: pomts % on-"

: ly 4 liftlé over the margih 6f er-

ror and may still change.” Salc_i-
Tayao, - noting -that the three
other candidates behind Bmay_
are in‘a Statistical tie. s

© Tayao said the increase’ i B;»
nay'’s ratings could be atibuted.
to his campaign style, aswell as to.
issties that have also plagued the

other candidates have issies of
their own, which may have

" cansed some of their supporters

to transfer to Binay,” he said. -

- “It is also worth noting that the
Vice President has been exten-
sively campaigning all over the
couitry. The traditional campaign
meode-of going around, meetiniy

‘people personally is an advantage

on his part,” Tayao said.

Casiple explained the ratings
rise to the fact that “some pec-
ple are cynical, reasoning that

~all poht;cums are cormpt any-

way.”
. Casiple said some support for

: Poe and Duterte eroded due to

the disqualification cases filed
against them.

The Comimission on Elections
ruled last month that Poe, a

v
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by Binay's frontrimmer reemer-

moment with five ovérseas Filipi

Philippine Overseas Labor Office (:
Binay Jater handed the five OFWs—(from left) Rosmirida Baui,

o gence _saymg it wa,s only the

Leowilyn Tan, Lucresn_a Insestu, Angeiyn “fak and Befs:e Espme-—-plane :

tickets for Manila.

foundimg of unknowsn parent—
age who was adopted by movie

stars, Fernandoe, Poe Jr. and Su- .
san; ‘Roces; was -not a . .nat: .
ral-born Filipino and lacked the -
required ” 10-year- residency 1o

ruxn for President. The case is on
appeal atthe Supreme Court.
Duterte registered as a candi-

date after the Oct. 16, 2015,

deadline to replace another
candidate who backed out, He
is alsc facing several chsquahfv
cation cases on this issue, :

Reacting to the latest SWS vot'er '

preference survey results, Poe yes-

T OvRPHOTG

terday caﬂed on ht'er Supporters to

inform the public that she remaiz}s
acandidate for President. ..

who is itt Abu Dhabi, released a
"“in'the Senate. His reputationis th: it

statement on his behalf yester:
day, “The Vice President is hum-

bled by the people’s trust in his "
‘dents nationwide. The SWS said 1t
‘used face-to-face interviews wit h

capability to lead our country,”
sajd: the statement  from

“Rico Quicho, Binay’s spokesper-

son for political affairs.

_!Iocano vate '

" The Libera} Party s@ckesper‘son
Barry Gutierrez, was unimpressed

4

...:ions were not fulfifled
A spokesperson for Bmay,---_.'

revious lecuons, Tayaosaid.
“As to'whether or not the mar-
law regime of Marcos” dictatty:

: . father was afactor, ‘Tayao said:
-“Is riot that the people have for-
- gotted, It coiild be that many hai e

been disillusioned with the Edga
revolution because some expect. 3

A lot of people are also Judglr g
Marcos based -on his perforinanc e

of an able senator” Tayao said.
The survey used 1,200 respor

validated voters, or registered vor 1~
ers whose digital biometrics ha d
been validated by the Conxnissio

n
"oni Blections. . With reports fror. n
a

DJ Yap, Leila B. Salaverria, Tarr:
Quismundoe and AEP
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3rd ID chief dares new Army_paﬁélion commander'td excel in

peace efforts T S
Erom the Philippine News Agency (Jan 15): 3rd ID chief dares new. Army battalion
commander to excel in peace efforts

Brig. Gen. Harold N. Cabreros, the commanding general of the 3rd Infantry Division of the
Philippine Army, on Friday challenged the incoming commander of the 79th Infantry
“Masaligan” Battalion to surpass the performance of his predecessor in efforts to
achieve lasting peace in Negros.

Cabreros was the guest of honor and speaker during the turnover of command of the
79th'iB from Col. Harold Anthony Pascua to Lt. Col. Roderick Garcia, held at thebattalion

headquarters in Camp Leon Kilat, Tanjay City in Negros Oriental.

in his message, Cabreros lauded and thanked Pascua for his excellent performance during his
term as battalion corfimander, citing his unit’s achievements that have contributed to making

Negros Orientai almost free from the problem of insurgency.

Af the same time, Cabreros also expressed confidence that Garcia perform just as weli, what
with the experience, training and other credentials that the latter possessed.

First order of the day for Garcia is to continue what his predecessor had started, more
importantly pursuing efforts under the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ internal Peace

and Security Plan {IPSP) Bavanihan, said Cabreros. -

Cabreros highlighted the importance of the Army being able to foster good relations with the
focal government units, non-government organizations and the people who are their pariners in

the Bayanihan program of attaining lasting peace.

He urged the 79th IB troopers to give their all-out support to Garcia, adding that as he met with
them, he gave them one word as a reminder for them to carry on each day.

That word, which he said started with the "big letter Q" is obedience, according to Cabreros.

“Chserve obediance to the oath you took when you entered the military service to sefflessly
serve our country and our people”, Cabreros said.

Also. observe obedience to the laws of the land, to rules, regulations, directives and policies of
the military organization, to the commitment and obligation to your families and finally to the

oLtk

word of God, Cabreros added.

The Army general also emphasized the rofe of the Army’s partners espedcially in the iPSP
Bayanihan as he called on them to continue their support for peace o prosper.

Cabreros stressed that there was still much work to be done and "we are still in the midst of
winning the peace in Centrai and Western Visayas”.

v
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“There is still much ahead of us... and this entails strengthening and intensifying our parinership
and collaboration with ail our stakeholders and advancing our skills and programs
complementary fo the IPSP Bayanihan®, Cabreros added. -

~——————Cabyreros officiated the turnover of com manﬁ~of~ﬁ*re—?9ﬁﬂ8~-which was also highlighted
by the promotion of Pascua from the rank of Lt. Col. to Colonel. "
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ZAMBOANGA CITY =
Premdent Aquino ordered
" troops to hunt down the Abu-
Sayyaf‘without let=up: and will
secure all remaining hostages, . her
- aranking military ¢ effxc:tal saidl..
hereyesterday.

/Lt:Gen yoralgo de

:-jla Cruz, comimander of the'
‘Western Mindanao Command’
(Westmincom), said the Presi-
“dent issued the marchmg or-.
ders 0 the troops in Baszlan

amid reports that one of fwo

captive Canadians taken hos-".

tage by the Abu Sayyaf had
fallenill -~

The mihtary said it was’
-verifying reports.that John .

Ridsdel got sick and was seen

being dragged by Abu Sayyaf "
créte evidence on whether the-

bandits while evading plrsa-

ing government troops. .
Ridsdel, 68, and fellow Ca-

nadian Robert Hall, Norwegian

our commander—m—chze

and Sulu

st important that"once'-.-

and for all we complete this.
(operation) so that our fellow-
“men will feel that they are’sae -
‘and’ secured here,” De la Cru
“added.. i

Anned Forces of ’che Ph:hp_ :

K]artan Sekkmgstad and Fili-
pina Marites Flor were abducted -
last Sept. 21 in Samal Island off .
Davao provirice and are be:

lieved tobe held captive in Sulit.
However, De la Cruz said
they have no report to confirm

He said they have no con-
victims were indeed brought in

their area of operation.
Westmincom covers Cen-

#Thé ordet of the Premdent P
6 ‘nando Irriberd flew to Mirdanao-
né: yesterday to oversee the preéi-

« dential order against the. Abu

“the condition of the hostages.. -
~we can rescue not just the

‘Canadians biit all the victims:

znes.{AFP) ch1ef Gen Her—

gainst th Abﬁ Sayyaf and all:
8,71 AR FP. spokes-

: The premdentlal order Camez

tral and Western Mindanao,
including - Baszlan, Slﬂu and

Tawi-Tawi.:

- #1f they are here we have
been operating and our sol-
diers are not, taking breaks.

_And they would rather con-

duct the. operatmn jist'in case.”

still held by the Abu Sayyaf,”
Dela Cruz added.
.- Wlfh }alme Laude
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Former rebels in Davao Occidental receive financial assistance

From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 15): Former rebels in Davao Occidental receive financial

assistance

The local govemment here awarded Php 5,000 cagh assistance fo nine former members of New

People’s Army {NPA)} who surrendered to 73rd Infantry Battalion { IB).
The assistance given was not a part of the livelihood assistance under theComprehensive Local

Integration Program (CLIP) of the government for the former NPA rebels but from the local

government funds,

This was the second batch of former rebels who received financial assistance from the locat government
here.

“The financial assistance was given to them to show the sincerity of the LGU to heip those who opted to

rejoin the mainstream society,” Mayor Benjamin Bautista said.

Aceording to Lt Col. Ronnie Babac, 73rd 1B commander, the financial assistance awarded to the
former rebels {(FR’s) was a successful collaborative effort of the local government unit and Armed

Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in support to the unit’s mission and government campaign to help
the rebels who return to the folds of the law.

“This activity will surely convince the rebels who are still in the movement to lay down their arms and
return to their families. Moreover, the event would not be achieved if not with the support of the concerned

government agencies especially the LGU of Malita, Davao Occidental” Babac added.

_g
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2 suspected ‘IS-inspired’ terrorists, 2 others killed in Lanao del

Sur _
By: Riche! Umel

05:49 PR January T8th, 2016
RECOMMENDED

ILIGAN CITY—Four people, including twb suspected-iocal terrorists whom authorities described

as IS-inspired, were killed in separate but related incidents in Lanao del Sur on Friday morming.

Col. Roseller Muritlo, commander of the Army’s 103rd Infantry Brigade based in Marawi City,
said the first incident took place in Buadipuso Buntong town when civilians Panundi Sultan and
son, Noble, were verifying the reported presence of a group of armed men in an area in

Barangay Gata mid-morning on Friday. They were killed when fired at by the armed men.

Upon hearing that the father and son were killed, Suitan’s rejatives—who were also armed—

retaliated and engaged the armed men in a shootout, Murillo said.

One of the men, who was wearing a headband with the IS symbeol, was killed in the process

while his companions had retreated.
Murillo described the slain armed suspect as [S-inspired.

The second incigent took place in Barangay Lilod in Maguing town, where elements of the

85" Infantry Battation clashed with the retreating group from Buadipuso Buntong.

He said in the Maguing encounter, soldiers also killed one of the armed men and recovered an

M-4 assault rifle.

“We are closely monitoring the movement and veracity of reported locally-inspired ISIS group

operating in Lanao del Sur and Marawi City,” Murillo said.

9
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By Carmel Loise Matus
Inguirer Visgyas

CEBU CITY—The plan to use two Philip-
pine military bases in Cebu as military hubs
of United States military forces may have 10
be postponed as far as the iy’ naval base
is concerned.

The docking port at the Naval Base
Rafae; Ramos (NBRR) in Barangay Canju
lag, Lapu-Lapu City; i too small for vessels
the size of those operated by the US Navy.

The port could not even accommodate
BRP Gregorio del Pilar, & frigate, which had
¢ be docked at the Cebu Internarional Port
whan it visiied Cebu [ast vean

Whiie the depih of the warer in the base
ap. for big vegsels, the porT is o small

15 &

approval, he said.

But the NRRR is also (oo smaltfor mili-

according ro officials.

The Mactan Benito Ebuen Air Base
(MBEAB), alsc in Lapu-Lapu City, ¢za host
US Air Force planes, however

A gource ar the Philippine Al Force's Znd
Division told the INQUIRER thar the current
runway and hangar of the MBEAB can accom-
modare aireraft as big as the US Boeing C-37.

ir can aisc accemmodate military C-130
plaries aswell,

The MBEAE and the NBRR were among
the eight bases offerad by the Philippines 1©
che United States &7 temporary bases for
equipment storage and supplies under the
Crhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement
chat was recenty declared as constitntionsd
by the Supreme Sourt.

The six other piaces are Base Al Bast in

Pampanga: Clark Alr Base in Pampangs:
1umbiz Airfield ir: Cagayan De Oro: Anto-
nio Bautista Air Lese in Puerto Princesa.
Palawan: a naval base in Palawan: and Fort
Magszysay in Nueve Ecija.

Bur there might be & need to develop the
WBRR to accommodare the US Navy ships.

The source said the current docking port
could take onlv vesszlr ne big as a landing
craft, which haz e Cepaddly e arry
228G ton: o gar

The Nevy officer sl there was @ plar 1o
develop the KBRR since the Philippine Navy

e = Base

inLepu-Lapu dus ©

Hf aaaaec el €

claim

T ACTUITIOOnre

The MBEAB has a 10.000-foot fong vup-
way which is now being shared with the

Mactan Cebu International Airport.
Militant groups planned to hold protest

tary exercises, said the source,

“It can he used as a holding area hut if there
are military exercises, we have to laok for oth-
er places in Cebu to <o that.” said the source.

Ws a different story when it comes e the
MBEAR,

The VAF source said there iz an ongning
expansion of the air base,

According 1o the PAF website,
MRBEAB. which was known belore as Mac-
tan Abr Base, served as an emergancy tand
ing strip for the US hombers:n 1955,

It was used as an cutpost until the Viet:
nam War when il served as an ait {ransit
point for American troops and suppliss
bound for the war zone.

After Lthe war, it was transferred to the

PAL

the

actions should the US be allowed to use the
two Cebu bases. ;

Jadthe- Vaglinawan, chair of {Bagong
Alyansang Makabayan in Central|Visayas.
said the plan of the Philippine governmen!
may do more harm than good to Célmanns

Paglinawan said US military piesence
could open the doors to more abuses m
women and transgenders.

He cited the recent case invoiving LS Ma
#ine Lance Cpl. Joseph Scott Domberion
who had been conviciead of killing v
der Jelfrey <lennifer” Laude.

“This should nen happen here in Cebal’
Paglinawan said in a phone intervioy

Paglinawan warned of massive profest ac
tions against US military operations in Gebu

He said prostitution hecanie widesprear
in 1691 when American soldiers woere sia
tioned in Cebu due 1o the Visiting Foree:

Agreernent.

fens e
LA el
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Chma claums almost all of the
energy <rich waters of the South -

‘China:Sea; through which morefj
than' $5: frillionof - maritime -

trade passes -each -yeat. The
Philippines,. Brunei, . Vietnam,

_Malaysaa and ’I‘a;wan have Gverm_ _

admihister its islandsthereé,

more than 4 few thousand. Many

of the disputed islets and reefs i

Bl Tal vl et
GFFICEOF a?

e corne pnvat

'Ward the plamnng and “con-.
“struction” of a maritime’ medmal;_:_.._..
rascue’ center. Submarifie opti-
" cal cables will be laid and put

gc e :
n _2012. China set tip- what it
calls Sansha - ¢ity,. based  on".
Woody Island in the Paracels, to-

. Though China calls it a city, 1ts -
g “rover all mhab1ted 1s1ands and

~reefs,” Feng said. .

“will - initiaté - public-private- -
partnership -progrars,”: state
news agency Xinhuasaid. . -

“rhe ‘city will. also pus

into use this yeat, and WiFi will

mvesnnent-..and-f ‘blocks:in" offshore areas that" :

: V:emain clazms as its temtory

__ Chsna—V‘etnam tensnons_ :

_-Vlemamthave flared "in Tecent .
~weeks, after. Chmese civilian:

landings on the disputed Fiery - t
Cross Reef, one of three rin-"

“ways China has been buﬂdmgﬁ..
+ for maore than a year by dredg-"

state- me—
_ what it

of troops based there, though it
“ohly appeared to be mo Women

looked around
beaumﬁﬁ scen_e
aircraft conducted several Ctest o T

Chinese’ news portal : S_ina
'.showmg the four of themstand-
ing on the tannac inffont of ¢ ftwo

The an-port on- Wm)dy Island -

'mg sand up anto reefs -anci “eivili

By Tina G Santos

THE COMMISSION on Elecuons (Comelec:)
yesterday released a resolution to “ratify and
validare” the comment fited by Commission-
. er Rowena Guanzon with the Supreme Court
. on' Seri. Grice Poe's disqualification cases.

- At'the'same time, it designated Commis®
sioner Arthur'Lim to be the lead counsel of '

the poll body onthe matter, oo o
.. The commissiéners issued the reso]unon
apparently to clear the air after Comelec
Chair Andres Bautista initially dismissed as
“unauthorized” the comment Guanzon’ had
submitted to the high court,

The resolution stressed the full approval of

N u-.|t.r

the Gomelec en banc to the document ﬁled
which upheld the disqualification of Poe by
‘the poll body's First and Second Divisions, The
' divisions had ruled on the petitions of former
Sen. Francisco Tatad, De La Salle Unjversity
professor Antonio Contreras, former Universi-

oty of the East college of law dean Amado

Valdez; and former Goverriment Servics Insur-
ance System (GSIS) lawyer Estrella Blamparo.
- All seven members of the Comelec sigried

- the resolution but Bautista wrote a hand-

written comment, saying the resolution
was “subject to continuing discussions re-
gardmg the procedure in the filing of plead-
ings in the Supreme Court and the creation
of an Ethics Committee.”

ons e CEEF ! opt 0
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~der: Edca; “which -
was recently  up- Our Ilatlonal
‘held . by the .
Supreme Court as_ Secuflty
consututmn S
bullying, the Philippines _
: needs the Edca to improve our defenseand . - *at the Upper Ma-
security. Subic ideally serves that purpose ppe Amphlbmus Unit Camp in the free port
for now because its airport and seaport aT€ yauld be rehabilitated this year to house
still intact,” Cruz said. some 500 AFP personnel.

Emigdio Tanjuatco I, pres1dent of t'ne The government will spend PSO Imlhon
CIark International Airport Corp., said the g the restoration of the facilites that in-
facility had been used during annual mili- ;1,46 5 13:hy portion of the Subic Bay Inter-
‘tary exercises between the Phﬂlppmes and national Airport, where’ shlppmg giant Fed-:
the Urited States. + " . éval Express used to operate. Twelve trainer

He said anaﬂgements under R jets that the government botght from South
“Shmﬂdﬂ t get in the way of Clark develop- kores will be stationed in Subic.
ment.” - - But Casancva clarified that the 300- ha

-The deveiopment of former US base ajr Force City occupied by the Philippine

lands in the country is overseen by the s Eorce here is not a military camp but
Bases’ Conversiont and Development Au- part of the economic zone. - -
" thority (BCDA). After M. Pinatubo’s empnons in 1991 dam~

- As a seaport and airport, Subic and Clark aged the Basa Alr Base in Floridablanca town,
are important facilities both for trade and g, pAF moved many of its units to Clark.
‘national sectrity, said Armel Paciang “[Ensuring] national security is the basis of '
 Casanova, BCDA president and chief eXecW- tneir sray in Clark,” said Casanova at a forum
tive officer. of the Caparnpangan in Medja Inc. here.

Casanova said that for “logistics purposes,”
the US military can build warehouses and
hangars at the Air Force City under Edea.

Clark is one of the eight locations eyed
foruse under Edca. Tonette Orejas and Al:
lan Macatuno, Inguirer Central Luzon
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FHE WATION'S LEADING NEWSPAPIR

[(0 January 2016

An Zamboanga ity poizce saud ye&;».
-terday [REEEAES :
‘The Phlhppme Natmnal Fohce
(PNP} Crlmlnal Investigation and
" Detection’ Group (CIDG) said Abdul
‘Munap alias’ “Munap Satmiaran,” was
arrested at around 5 pan. Wednesday
along P Lorenzon St., in Zamboanga
City by combined eIements of the
“/CIDG andthe 30th Cotinter Titelligence
ZSquadron of the 300 Air Intelhgeme and
- Security Group of the. Phxhppme Ay

_Force (PAF). - g

1s§and of Slpadan The hostages, who

Munap has standmg warrants of ar- -

“est for a string of cases for seriousiliegal
.. French, South Africans, Finns; Le’nam

L nese a Malaysiafi, and Filipimos..

:deientzon and kidnapping for ransorm.

“Hleiis belng tagged:as anong: ‘the

isus;pects in the April 23, 2000 kidnap-
“pin

[%

gof2l people from the dive resort -

were takeil to Suly, include Germans,

The victims were resc,ued months"
Iater .
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reement.
hilippines an
ould enha

S wAnybody wholsreasong
-will see that this agreement 1s
“an enhancement of both our

" countries” abilities, rather thart .
athreattoanvone alse,” hesaid

= . The Supreme Court upheld

* the accord early this week,
saying it was corishi tutional -
- and: need not be ratified-by

*the Senate, eing an executive
" agreement: oo - T

- Speaking at the Bast-West
“Center Assodiation Interna-

tional Confererice at the Manila:

_ Hotel, Aquino cited EDCA as

~af example of complementary:
~ relationship to address needs -

the area, .-

© . The AFP

bases, including Clark -and

Sulica former US Navy base,

wunderthe EDCA i)
 Inaforum at Clark, BCDA
president and chief executive
" officer Arnel Paciano Casanova
said tinder the law, Clark canno
Tongerbe classified as a military
‘Teservation but a freeport.
~“The PAFareain Clarkis partof
“the freeport The stay of the PAF at
Clark is temporary and is renew-
able every five years,” he said.
* .. Casanova said he favors the
use of Clark by the US military
under EDCA, citing the “need
for a balance of power for na-
tional security.” o
He admitted, however, that
the BCDA has yet to be con-
sulted by- the Department of
National Defense or the AFP

3
L

- tFie cutting-ed peequipm

has offered the U5 .
military use of eight Philippine .. _
~‘the 300-hectare area occupied.:..

by the PAF ot

and imiprove capacities:
“As v are all aware, the
Hpimes hat a fong standin
fense Treaty with the

Wehave the Visiting Forces

the defense
ind assist cach other in times
need,” the President said.
© LMy question s — how dowe

‘a significant price tag, yet wit

EDCA, we have

ses fast low suitable they are to
~our-needs, without having to-.
buy thern first,” Aquino said:: *.
. ofi the possible US military tse .
of Clark or whether US military . nwh
Ca fifth-class muinicipality.on

activities would be limited to

. Casanova said he sees noth--
ing wrong with the US military .
puiting up structures, such as

warehouses at Clark.

" He also assured Central Lu-
zon folk that the pperation of the -
+ U8 military would not disrupt

civilian passenger activities at

the Clark International Airport, -

stressing that civilian aircraft

_wouid be given priority in the
“use of either of the two 3.2-kilo-

meter runways, except during
times of emergency. B
After the SC ruling on EDCA,

-Armed Forces spokesman Col

Restitufo Padilla said the gov-
ernment offered eight bases in

- the Philippines for US military

the

“do that if we arenot familiar tith -
~each ‘other’s 'rés:durces;_'equip'—_j
‘ment, doctrines and Imitations?.
"o fy miind, EDCA has a '
“very practical purpose for de-
“veloping our own armied forces:
i all fhigmodern hardware carries

=
‘basedespite its hostin

: " Meanwhile, Kalayaan town,

Pag-asa Island in the Spratlys

archipelago, stands to benefit

from the SC ruling ‘enforcing
theEDCA. . . .
- Kalayaan town Mayor Eu-
genio Bito-ono Jr. said while
fe is not privy to the details
of EDCA, he believes it would

Thoost security on the island.

~ 1 believe it will help, spe-

-cially in surveillance capabilities
~and training,” Bito-onon said,

referting to China’s aggression
in the South China Sea. .
. Bito-onon said EDCA would

" bolster interoperability capa-
bilities between Filipino and US

troops and in the process make

Cliina‘think twice before mak- .
“ing a military move against the

country. = Aurea Calica, Jaime

‘Laude, Ding Cervantes

use.Padil]c) 4aid, however,

R Rt T

S head’
of ithe: Bases . Conversion De-
elopment Authority (BCDA)

: hosting uriifs of
tHe Philippine Air Farce, which |
occupies 300 hectares of Tandin -
_offer stiil has to be finalized. -

R A S S X LN gy ianr




_One of two Indonesian- -

‘made strategic sealift vessel

acquired by the Philippines

‘boost the Navy’s capabilities
will be Jaunched tomorrow.
" Lounching is & Navy term
that. refers to the Temoval of a

ship from dry: dock fo allow 1t
1o float at sea for the next stage”
of tests. ‘A ship is launched to*
enstire that it is working prop-
erly before delivery to itsbuyer. .

Philippine Navy The ﬁoﬁéé of "

award for the P4-billion project

was issued to the company in-

_December 2014. .

" PT PAL offered to build the
vessels for $86,980,000 or about -
P3:864 billion, well within the -

budget ceiling of P4 biilion.
The first strategic sealift

vessel will be delivered in

May while the second ship 1s

‘ordered from In

. “We got:word from the .
avy. that one of the two .
sels we .
n Indonesia, from - htma
"~ thé PT PAL shipyard, will be  disas
latinched thigJan 17. Ourkey
“officials will be in attendance,”
‘Armied Forces spokesman Col.
Restituto Padillasaid ina press”.
‘briefing yesterday. - T

tategic sealift

#The acquisition of the stra-

‘tepicsealift vessels isa very im-

©In2014, The STAR reported.
that shipbuilder PT PALIndo-

' By-ALEXIS; ROMERO.
urNavy

nesia' won the bidding for the
purchase of two brand new.

strategic sealift vessels for the

scheduled to arrive ﬁekt'jréar.
“The strategic sealift vessels
could be used to perform civil-

military operations and can

tranisport a Jarge number of
soldiers; Togistics equiipment

and supplies. . s
‘They can also accomimodate

three helicopters and can sup-

port disaster relief operations.
Paditia said the ship could

also be deployed as a com-

- mand and control center that
-can-coordinate ¥éscue, recov

ery and retrievalefforts.. .
- “This ship cari also be used as

floafing hosgoital intaseour health
‘centerand hc ;
© that ‘were ‘affected by disasters

become dnavailable” Fe said. 7
~ Padilla said the vessel could
also be tised.as a supply ship
in the West Philippine Sea and
other Philippine territories.
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E An Abu Sayy
'the 2000, kldnappmg in S}padan,. e
_was captured by ¢ombined pohce:__'_- '

Zamboanga City on Wednesday, Phe
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-84555 Locat: 5285, 5285

__Munap _
- during an operatmn along Lcrenzoi
'Qtreet Zamboangi City.”
Munap was arrested at around:
-'_5 A by eléments of: the CIDGA-
ST amboanga; Alr In&elhgence arig.

man, tagged in

and’ mﬂ:tan uperatwes in

. §edurity Group'of: the Alr F‘ome _,European

Cripiinal Tnvestigation and
and Regmnal Intelhgenre DIVESIG‘ﬂ :

Detection ™ Group . (CiDG}
srinouniced yesterday. - '
. Director Victor Deona, CIDG :
director, said that Abdul Munap, -

Deona sald that ’thap was S TANSOML

“among the Abu Sayyaf terrorists”

o
OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Ems

fCuH.—

: pis

&nd s,_erious 1Hegal detention.’
o The Kidnap: victims;. mubtly ;
ré brought to Sl
Most nf the victims. were either
8. S fveed or abandaneci after paymg

Meanwhﬂe two other Wanted

'__mdmdua]éﬁvpre captured ¥ DG'

o RAs

sbnl!‘,l W] GRS

i ’Nabbedwere e
5 - jslisted as Batangas bﬁv‘;Number
Cogimost wanted, and. Emmanuel
Vlllanas tagged as Dau1s ;

: eparatp_

Bohal'

on Thursda"y, Itogon, :Benguet 5

:_'-‘\In 8'most wantéd person - Hanna
Leédel Rosazm was captured in
: Bagmo City. -
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sassador Dag Nylander. The small dinner was
~“held af the Makati residence of ‘Ambassador Erik
“Forner 'of the Royal Norwegian Embassy in the
“Philippine _
* Philippines to shiare his experiences in:cofacilitat:

ing the Colombian peace procéss with the Revolu-
tionary Armed Forces of Golombia (FARC) ‘and it

participating in the ¢irrent réund of negotiations _
+ argued that.

~that has achteved numerous breakthroughs and

. is-expected to culminate in a political settlement -

in the first semester of 2016. .
. IWéaze all too aware that in

“Moro Islamic ILiberation Front (MILF) and the other

with the National Democratic Front (NDF). Ambas-.

.sador Nylander's key message 1§ that, in his experi-

erice ‘with” Colombia,’” three ‘critical” ‘elémientsare

 esseritial to miving 2 peace process forward: - "

.- The first i’ commitment by both parties to the -

. belief that peace is possible. Such a comITitment

must translate to concrefe and often bold and
‘brave initiatives that build confidence in the pro-.
cess. On the othet hand, a deficient understanding -

and analysis of the conflict by representatives of
. both parties will make commitment impossibie. -
. The second is inclusion of stakeholders, Often,
A pedce process

‘sionsand ¢

:?distﬂ}ed, Ir Colombia, the key stakeholders in-
cluded are women, indigenous peoples, the mili-

tary and police, and groups of abuse victims. The

_‘zmbassador warns, howeyer, that there has to be
vealistic iimits to inchusion.
_The third is the involvement of an independént
‘party. This is simply about accepting ousside help
from the international community and acknowl-
edging that the peace process is mot purely an
internal matter that we must resoive ourselves.

&IV AT a1l -
ARMY CHIEF

I+

il bl Lalpes

Ambassador  Nylarider: ‘is - in e

oo+ .. stage compared to the process with the
the Philippines, there ; reith
. Tettiain two critical peace processes that have sofar
‘eluded 2 firial political settlemiént—one Wwith the™

‘sirated the: government’s: commitment was
-meeting in Japati of ?resi'dent_'Aquino;.eaﬂy inhis ™
- term, with MILF chair Al Haj Murad Ebrzhim. The .

“towatd achieving political settleme
-+ From the two rotndemble. discussions:

. fails because key stakeholders are .
" ]eft ‘out of the dialogue and the eritical ‘discus--=

debates from which a settlernent can be - -6peration, a most

3 AR PO N T T
iyl Zheyinetn i - v

Serens the Ll

I the peace process with the MILE it can be.
hese fhree elements are

thus contributing fo' its much mare “advanced

NDF :C‘?f.”.' :

tainly, 2 bold and brave mitiative that demon- -

ag the™

MILF dubbed that meeting as:“a great leap for-
ward” and it put the peace process ona fasttrack

stakeholder inciusion. Could the jevel -

Mamzasapano incident? Apparently, the Philippine

‘National Police saw nothing wrong with pursuing an

operation that would clearly have put at visk a pro-
cess that was nearng conclusion. Was the PNP not.

- sufficiently “inicluded” in the process? Or was this, onl

thie ‘part ‘of the President when he authorized: the,
ursfortunate moment of relaxing:
his corrunitment to the process? T
Over dinner, Ambassador Nylander said the ¢xr-
rent process with the FARC did have its own “Ma-
masapano” that, fortunately, did not derail their

peace train. How they went beyond their “Mamas-

- apano” is something our legislators may want 1o

learn from the ambassador and understand.

The Philippines’ helping hand from outside is
primarily Malaysia, with a number of other inter-
national friends, including Norway, providing

I N A AL A T ey
[ASRE DR NN

atthe’

* hssiness comiritmity had with the governmerit it can -
be gleaned that there were significant efforts madeto
-ensure broad
-of inclusion have falien short, as demonstrated by the .
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cal suppott.:Not many may kriow,

or example, that a multinational force acting asa-
third-party monitoring team (TPMT) has been
present in Mindanab and has helped addrass atid
prevent: confrontations. The 'TPMT also ton-
tributed 'significantly toward easinig tesisions on
the ground aftér Mamasapano. ... : il

. Norway has also been providing outside helptp-

o it ce eftorts in the Philippines.
Tunderstand that it continities fo encourage and fa-
cilitate dialogue, “niot just between thé Philippine -
government and: the NDE but also’ amonig key
stakeholders. My presence at the dinner table to-

‘gether with' Vie ‘Lac- of the Mindanao Busmess
Council is Norway's way of encourdging Philippitte
busifiess to'get involved in this other peace process. .

.. Ambassador Forner of the Royal Norwegian Em-

- bassy in the-Philippines explainéd to'me that it i
their hope to see Philippine business become paitof

the niegotiations when the peace process with the

"NDF fesumes, As in the Colombian experience,

there is a chair at the peace table occupied by a rep-

- resentitive of the Norwegian business COMMUNILy.
-+ Responding to the challenge, Vic La and T.con=:.
thatacth Jeast; our ive organi--

- izations and our members are committed to helping

. bring about a just arid lasting peace in thie country.
< Clearly, one role'is to help bring investments into’
- conflict areas to help boost the econotmy and create
.:jobs once components of a polifical settlefnent ate :

. put in place, On my part, I reiterated that there s
* growifig commitment in the business comrmunity to
- pursuing truly. inclusive businesses and that incly-

- sive business models must be built in and arotnd-

« 'the conflict areassooner tathef than fater. = . -
£ After-all;as Thave said before,‘petice is every-
" 'one’s business. : S

Peter Angelo V. Perfecto is executive director of the
Makati Business Club.

%
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~dalawa, nakapatay na rin sila ng sibilya awa’-
naman ang sumakay ng motorsiklo at pinasabog a g sari
‘nifa salsang istasyon ng pulis. Malinaw na ang:target ng
‘miga terorista ay mya negosyong dayuhan at mga furista .
‘misino: Ang lugar kung saan ginawa ang pag-atake ay
aniwang- pinupuntahan ng mga-dayuhang turista..:
‘Maraming embahada rin sa lugar. .Sa ngayon, nasa
dalawa ahg patay at 19 ang sugatan. Maaari pang tumaas -
ang tala ng Mga namatay at sugatan. Wala naman daw
figmatay na Pilipino sa Jakarta. Ang limang terorista ay
napatay ng mga pulis’ i T o L
w:Noong: Martes:lang; isang:bomba naman;: pinasabog.. .
Umanio ng 1S1S sa lstanbui; Turkey, kuing saan 10 turistang
-German ang. namatay. Tila nagbigay pa.ng pahiwatig "
na susunod nga ang fndonesia. Kaya ngayon,-alertona
“ang lahat ng bansa sd rehiyon, dahil-maiinaw na watang
pinipili ang iS1S sa kanilang ginagawang terorismo. Ang
indonesia ay may pinakamaraming Muslim na populasyon
sa buong mundo. Bagama't ang target ay mga turista,
partikular mga taga-Kanlurang bahagi ng mundo, fiyak
na may madadamay na-kapwa Musiim., . - .
' -Alerto na‘ang bansa. ltinaas kaagad ng AFP ang se-
cufity alert. Bagama't wala pa raw patunay na nakapasok
na‘ang 1S1S sa bansa, hindi patin nagiging kampante' ang
tahat. Ang dalawa sa mga umatake sa Jakarta ayisang
Aigerian at isang Dutch o Canadian. May mga sumusu-
porta sa 1SIS muta'sa halos lahat ng bansa sa mundo,
“kaya hindi masasabi talaga kung sino ang mga ito. Hindi
masasabi kung may nakapasok na sa bansa,
_ . Hindi ito magandang simula sa taong ite. Mga insi-
denite ng ierorismo ang laman ng balita ngayon. Huway
lang sana umabot sa Pilipinas. Tandaan na aktibo pa
rin-ang Abu Sayyaf at BIFF, at hindi nakapagtataka na
suportado rin nila ang 181S. Dapat talaga madurog na
ang dalawang grupo na ito, bago lumaki pa at masu-
portahian pa ng IS1S. SRRt o
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ARME‘.D Forces of the .perfam‘mnce ‘of for—"_

';Pluhppmes friestose- . o “mier University of the
cire the second and g % o5 Rast guard O]lan
lastoutright semifinal - ppp -5 030 Omiping. -
berth when it batles - .‘r%id'c‘aiy g &0 The Buﬁdera clash
Philippiné  Natopal :Néﬁcanaag % -_"ﬁ]f s with the’ Bureau . of
 Police " tomorrow  in ““Sanate "o 8B+ Fire Protection’ _Flre-
thé 4th UNTV Cup‘at i (Ynares SParts Arena, fighters at 3 p.m. with
. the  Ynares . Spcrts R ig - the former hoping to
,__ArenamPa51g s %}U FPW_"SNHA ride the mothentum
i P s-ARR i
‘Game nmewset at PNR | of “theit massive win

.4:30 pam. wqth the -
" AFD" Cavaliers out to re'aound
from'a 76-96 loss to the National

" Housing Authority. Builders last

over the Cavahers i
advance tothe quanerﬁna]s
Expected to lead NHA is Tony

‘Iustestica who erupted for 29

points in the team’s lopsided win

-week.
- Unlike the Cavahem, ‘the PNP
Responders are coming off a
morale-boosting 68-66 win over

over AFE _ _
Former Letran star .- Boyet
Baiutista and Eugene Tan will

Judieiary, thanks to the 27-point . spearhead AFP's assauit.
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www.retiredanalyst.blogspol.com

e Jakarta Attacks Stoke Fears Islamic-State Could Target Philippines

From the Wall Street Journal (Jan 15): Jakarta Attacks Stoke Fears Islamic State Could Target Phifippines

Abu Sayyaf leaders have previously sworn allegiance fo Islamic State

The |siamic State-linked attacks on Indonesia's capital have stoked fears that the Philippines—home to
more than five million Musfims—could be next on the extremist group’s list of targets.

While the extent of Islamic State’s influence in the Philippines is unclear, delavs to a landmark peace deal
with the country’s main Islamic rebel group could embolden splinter ‘organizations that reject the plan and
allow islamic State to make inroads into disaffected Muslim communities, security experts have

warned. Officials said they believed the perpetrators of Thursday's attacks were involved in a local Islamist
group and funded by an indonesian militant with ties to Islamic State. Photo: AFP/Getty

s definitely time to start taking the threat [of islamic State] more seriously,” saidSteven Rood, the Asia
Foundation's represeniative in the Philippines, pointing out that two foreign nationals-—an Indonesian and
a Malaysian—had been kilied in recent clashes between the Philippine mifitary and Islamic rebels. The
presence of foreign fighters in the Philippines hints at transnational links between Southeast Asia’s militant

groups, he said.

in 2014, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the country’s dominant Islamic rebef group, signed a peace
agreement with the government of the Philippines—a predominantly Roman Catholic country -- that would
establish a new autonomaous region on the southern island of Mindanao, which is about 20%-25% Muslim.
But smalier groups have boycotted the process. The Islamic Front is based in Mindanac and has little
influence in the nearby Sulu archipelago, a string of small islands where extremist groups including Abu
Sayyaf have their jungle bases. Islamic State's links to the deadly attacks in the Indonesian capital of
Jakarta show the expanding reach of the exiremist group in Asig, raising fears of a return of Islamist-

inspired violence in the region.

Moreover, the deal has become bogged down in the Philippine Congress, with some lawmakers wary of
handing too much power to former Muslim rebels.

Abu Savyaf leaders have previously sworn aliegiance to Islamic State in videos published online, but the
Philippine authorities have dismissed these as aftempts to increase the group’s notoriety to secure higher
ransoms for their frequent kidnappings.Most recently in September Abu Savvaf snatched two Canadians,
a Norwegian and a Filipino from a Mindanao resor, and then prominently dispiayed the black fiag ot
Islamic State in a video demanding ransom money.

A new video showing Filipino militants from Abu Sayyaf and other lesser-known groups fraining in front of

the Islamic State flag emerged earlier this month.
Philippine military officials have denied that |slamic State has any foothold in the country. They didn't

respond to questions on Friday.
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N Zachary Abuza, a Southeast Asian security expert at the U.S. National War College, said it is time the
Philippines acknowledaged the threat posed by Islamic State, while also being careful not to overplay
it. “There Is clearly some [Islamic State] presence in the south,” he said, warning that the relatively
unsophisticated attacks staged in Jakarta are “very much within the capabilities of militants in the

Southern Phifippines.”

--The challenge for the Philippine authorities-is-to"keep-them contained” in their southern-base areas-ang— .
prevent attacks on Manila ot ‘other Philippine cities; Mr.-Abuza said. ‘

‘E3id iHeVrs Commifiedd

I ) e

vthing. i’s harderito Kee

hito Jiwww ws].com/ariicles/jakaria-attacks-sicke-fears-islamic-state-could-target-philiopines- 1452838043

www . retiredanalyvst.blogspot.com

Philippines worried by reports of ‘ill’ Canadian hostage
From the Fulton County News (Jan 13): Philippines worried by reports of ‘ill’ Canadian hostage

Military says yet to confirm reports that Abu Sayyaf militants carrying 68-year-old mining firm chief as they
evade froops

The Philippines’ military expressed concern Wednesday over reports about the deteriorating
heaith of one of two Canadians abducted from a resort on a southern island four months ago.

Brig. Gen. Alan Arrojado, Joint Task Group Sulu commander, said in a text message that reports
of al-Qaeda-linked militants carrying the ailing John Ridgdel. 68, as they evade troops had vet to

be confirmed.

“But such information would be concerning ¥ true.” he said of the president of TVi Minerals Processing,
inc., a firm providing mineral mining services, with its main office in Pasig City but with business interests

in southern Mindanao island.

Ridsdel was abducted from Samal island in September alongside fellow Canadian Robert Hall,
Norwegian resort owner Kiartan Sekkinstad and a Filipino female companion.

The Abu Sayyaf militant group has demanded a ransom of 1 billion Philippine pesos ($21 million)
for the release of each of the foreigners.

A video released on YouTube in early November showed the four hostages flanked by armed men in
black garb against what appears {o be a Daesh flag.

The video appears o show Ridsdel appealing for the ransom to be paid.
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“We're being ransomed each for 1 billion pesos,” he said. “ appeal to the Canadian Prime Minister and
the people of Canada, please pay this ransom as soon as possible, of our lives are in great danger.”

The Abu Sayyaf released several videos of the hostages late last year at undisclosed jungle focations.

Arrojado said troops are contsnumg to pursue the escaping militants to prevent them from slipping out of

the operation zone.—- : e

Aside frorn the Norwegian and two Canadians, the Abu Sayyaf is currently holding other foreigners
including a Dutch man kidnapped more than three years ago in Tawi-Tawi island and a former ltalian
priest seized last year in Zamboanga del Norte province.

Since 1991, the Abu Sayyaf — armed with mostly improvised explosive devices, mortars and automatic
rifles — has carried out bombings, kidnappings, assassinations and extortions in a self-determined fight

for an independent Islamic province in the Philippines.
It is notorious for beheading victims after ransoms have failed to be paid for their release.

htip /iwww.newsfultoncounty.com/world/news/1324572-philippines-worried-by-reporis-of-ill-canadian-
hostage
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AFP chief visits Sulu, Zamboanga amid alert following Jakarta

attack . . R
By Frances Mangosing

O%:4% PM January 15th, 2076

Armed Forces of the Philippines {AFP) chief Gen. Hernando Iriberrt visited Sulu and Zamboanga in
Mindanao on Friday amid heightened security alert in the wake of lakarta attacks.

“Me has gone there also to reiterate our message to everyone in the AFP that we have gone on
heightened alert because of the recent incidents that have occurred in Jakarta. We are in solidarity with
our indonesian brothers regarding these attacks. We'd like to prevent any others from happening in the
region,” AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla told reporters at Camp Aguinaido on Friday.

iriberri is scheduled to visit Basilan on Saturday.

The Phifippine military heightened its security alert after the expiosions in Indenesia’s capital on
Thursday, supposedly staged by the ISIS.

iriberri also extended his gratitude to soldlers i these areas “due to thelr sacrifices especially they have

been making this fast holiday season,” Padilla said.

The soldiers did not take a holiday break and many stayed because of the stepped up military and law
"enforcement operatzcns he explamed ' T

President Benigno Aguino tll ordered to intensify their operations against militants a?ter a Malaysian
captive of the Abu Sayyaf was beheaded last November in Sulu.

“The mission has not changed. The President’s instruction has not changed. We are committed to finish
this mission to its fruitful end until every kidnap victim has been rescued and untii every issue on

security in the area has been solved,” Padilla said.

As the 1518 attacks get close to the Philippines, with the latest one supposedly in Indonesia, Padilla
reiterated that “there is no credible and verified link to any international group.”

No specific security threat has been monitored in the Philippines after the attacks in Indonesia, other
than those from Abu Savvaf and Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters.

“Nothing has been monitored,” Padilia said.

Security forces are also continuing with their military and law enforcement operations but Padifla said

“there is no drastic and significant change in our posture
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