Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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Army Core Purpose: serving the people. Securing the land.
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runway nd: othe fac111t1es on Pangamban Reef

-on the Phlhppme side of the Spratly archlpelago

“in'the heavily disputed "South - China’ Sea a

- US—based think tank reported yesterday

- Also known as Mischief Ree 0! i

- Panganiban Reef1s 21 e

- ters west of Palawan, well
in the Phﬂzppmes_- 370
clusive “economic ‘zone ‘recog- . :Spratlys .

- nized unider the United Nations ... Zamora Reef is 23 4 ko away

- Convention on the Law of the : frorm. ‘Pag-asa Istand (Thitu Is-
CSea. .- : land) ‘a small mumc1pa11ty in

Chma1salsorap1dlycomp1et- S MORE/ AL

8 (Sib :Reef),_also part of -
“Philippine temtory s the

ex

- s A)rr;’rllgi‘“—n' r-
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* . destribed the progress of China’s”

' Pa%awmrprowme that is hom
i to asmall civilian population.

“'The  Asia’ Maritime . Transy_
'parency JInitiative {Amn} ré-..
- leaséd its latest report on'the
‘developmients in the Spratlys on . -
-Fnday complete with satellite -

_Images that show in detail Chi-
_ construcuon unde
U taken m.Iess than six months
.o “Mischief: Reef -
1[37 8 km} From the BRP Sier
. "Madre; Whmh ‘was deliberate

“Second T

Cogin Shoal) in 1999 and is home 1
" to.a’contingent of Phlhppme}_ :
' ‘Marines,” the Amti report said..;
L “China has maintained 4 con-
.-Stant - coast. stard presence
-around Second Thomas since
=2013: and attempted 1o prevent-j'
'-_:.resuppiy of the Sierra Madre'in- ..
-'the US, Japan and Incha Wouid

--March 2014; Mischief is also

. about [108 lm]: from: Reed:
i-f.j'-Bank (Recto Bank) where the'-f
- Philippines ‘hopes to drill for-
".nattiral .gas depos1ts over Chi-

L nd’ s objectlons It added

" Strateglc iocatlon .
7“This strategic location ‘com-

: bmed with its size (China has re-
~“claimed twice as much land ar-
. Mischief Reef as it did at Flery

. Cross [Kagungan ‘Reef] ‘and

* . aboitt 50 percent miore thar at -

“Subi) makes developments at

- .- Mischief of particular concern for
the Philippines,” Amti said.

Security expert Chester Ca-

-balza of the National Defense Col- -
-Pangamban Reef until 1995

 lege of the Philippines (NDCP)

‘Bits _]LISI':

otnded by. the Ph111ppmes at_'

‘cent of the  Soith Chma “Sea;:
-'through which $5 triflion in glob s
“and atolls are beheved to be sit-

ting on vast energy reserves. ..

'anate investment
- On Fﬂday, China announced g
: fhat it would invite private in-
- vestment to build infrastructure’ .
-ori the artificial islands it had

- work on Panganiban and Zamora s
sas ™ i posedly to provide shelter forits.
... “China has become [daring]. "
_They have completed their COn-
struction, so: what's: next?”: Ca-.

-baIza told the INQUIRER by phone;

-Cabalza said China was actial-
'Iy' “challenging the interniational
commumqf with: it expanszve :

-al trade passes every year.

cIazm what they say is-theéirs

‘They, know how the interna-
‘tionial community, - especially -

¥

balza said. |

bitilt in the South China Sea and

that it would launch flights to -
one of them this year, moves: -
likely. 1o anger the Philippines
“and the ofher clajmants to terri- -
'tory in the strategic waterway. -

- Besides the Phlhppmes Viet-

-nam, Brunei, Majaysia and Tai- -
wan .also has claims in the

South China Sea. :
The - Philippines controﬂed

Madre, a rusting naval hosp al

“The next step is to’ totaHy:'

' When China seized it and put up_:

structures on stilts there, “sup-

fishermen: It has controlled the}
reef since'then.” "~ S
“:The Philippines responded:by-
grounding' “the \BRP' 'Sierrs

ship, on Ayungin Shoal in 1999,
A, Iatest satellite: 1mageas*-
that sho: Pan-

fing it had “undzsput—'

L _fed savermgnty’ over the South

China’ Sea, where islands, Teefs’

On Jan, 6,/China landed f-:wo:'
a5t ﬂaghts on:the 3,125-me-.

:ter-long runway on Kagltzngan

‘Reef, a follow-up to the Jan: 2'

Iandmg .that . prompted .
protest from

ed States. :
Foreign . Secretazy Aibert del

'Rosario said -China’s flights to’
‘the Spratlys: should be chal-

lenged as it might nextimpose _
an: air - ‘defense - identification:

'.zone above the. ccntested rei
-gion similar to the air exclision
. -zone'it had declared in the East
. China Sea, where it is locked in

dispute with Japan over gwrier-
ship of five uninhabited istands.
- The United .States urged

- China to stop land reclamation

and militarization in the Spra-

i
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Vietnam, whmh? '
~also claims the reef, 4nd- drew .
sharp criticism frorn the Unit- -
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_ nennegotxable

_ Faster progress : i
- Amti said ‘only four months :b
" after it released images of Chi-.

"nas ‘completed construction of

- tlys and Britain declared that hou
freedom ~of “navigation-and. 1
overfhght in' the area’ were

. thonths from’ the ‘start of grad o
' inig)” China’s work at Zamora i is:-
taking at least six months.”
LHOm Pangamban Reef, gradmg
‘begain in September or Octobet,
‘and- Amti sa:d that “construc—-'

faster than (lts work) on F1ery:--
' Cross or. S_ub1 :

the runway, “vwhich” appears to

" be nearing -complétion,” -Amti -
said, -describing the work on .

Pangazniban Reef. -7

. -Satellite images - “show that ~

as of Jan. 8, the northwest side

of ngunlban_%ef already
has a 570-mclong seawall,

"Deen constructed and work'_-
-_cofitinvies'on & number of hard-
- .ened buildmgs » Amti said.
“ Also as of Jan. 8, the “south-

_ruriway and apron at the north I
- “ernend, while the gravel base -
had been compieted and con-+
crete’ stnps were v151ble in the
: by Ot 19, and bv Det: 5 the G
- TUNWAY. and {'.'apron_ had been -

pm'sued thele gal and dlplomat-'_
«etrackin resptmdmg to China’s,
-expansmmsm in’ rhe South Ch1-
nE Sea. :

But the Aquino admlmstra- ,
' tion is also pushing for joint pa-.
"trols'with the United States in
- the South China Sea through

F OFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com - Tel no, (02) 845-9555Local: 5285, 5285

: the Enhaﬁceé Defense Coopera— _
'on Agxeemem (Edca}, Wh.l(.‘.h :

an enhancement of both_ our

very practlcal piizpose for de-
velopmg'our own--armed forces
AlI the’s

the reverse side;'the’ 'L}‘S gets to
tearn how to make'do with few-.
er résources, which in a conflict
sitdatiofy is always a hlgh proba-
‘bility if not an intense possﬂnh-
“ty,” the President said, W:th a
report ﬁ'om Reuters

- “Anyboéy who is reasonable’
will ‘see that this agreement is

i
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Lm_edals for killing

- the Abu Sayyaf in Al- Barka,
: -celved medals

1 1ppmes chief Gen. Hernando-_.'
“Iribetri pinned the Gold:

- Cross on Cpl. Jayson: Cases
~and Military Merit Medals -
~on Pfcs. Rolan Balada, Ienus '
- Gastat, Ruel Tabon and Mike
i Elumba during his visitto- -

- 5soldiers get

jihadists -

Fwe soldiers who wers
part of the opérations agairist

Basilan last month have re-

“Armed Forces* of.the P

ithe 104th Infantry Brigade
i Tabzawan Isabela Clty
yesterday

Twenty»s;x Abu Sayyaf
handlte and Malaysian jlhad— :
+ ist Mohammad Najib Hus-

© sein were killed during the

"1 ‘military offensive, Hiissein

: reportedly trained Abu Sayyaf
. bandits on bomb making.

..'The soldiers aze members

* of the 104th Infantry Brigade

.. Jed by Col. Rolandeo Joselito
Bautista. -~ Jaime Laude




* Reds attack Army patrol base; 1 dead
_BUTUAN CITY - A member of the Civilian Armed Forces
Geographical Unit Active Auxiliary was killed when suspect-
ed New People’s Army {NPA) rebels attacked an Army patrol
base in Agusan del Norte.before midnight on Thursday. =
. 1t ColLynart Castisimo, commander of the Army's 007
23rd Infantry Battalion, identified the militiaman as Rodolfo- - -
Calumpc, a resident'of Barangay Manoligao - =« o
*_Villagers said some 50 NPA guerriilas attacked the patrol.

base in Barangay, Manoligao in Carmén towris. The patrol:
base is near the Therma Marine Power Barge. 00

. Castisimo said the military is on alert after the incident amid’

feports that communist rebels plan to attack vital installations.

- A'fanhunt has beeri launched for the rebels. — Ben Serrano
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* yesterday said.

' Infantry Battalion pased at Purok

5'-';2 Barangay Mannhgao of that ©

5’;same town.

i '_f_ter £h

 gketehy report reachmg t}us c1tyi '

‘Killed was: Rodoh"o Calump-' g
mermber of the 23rd CAFGU",

0 nitial repbx:'t seud fhe harass- | j
ment-of the CAFGU detachment .

were wounded n the encounter

_ ~ As of press tirne, ‘the regional _
“cornmand of Police: Reglonal Of-
fiee 13 (PRO-13) ordered the com-

rmanders of the provmmai mobile
force and Agusan del Norie Po-
lice Provincial Office to help the
mlhwry inthe pursmt operatlons

‘back their
. ost 10 mimutes -
. befor the rebel mthdrew !:0 a
*forested drea. B
Accordmgfopohcean rmhtaxy; _
o reparts the militiamen believed -
“that a nimber: of the attaekers‘_
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- Yasawi ang apat katao’ 1 g
*kehilang ang dalawang
N lokal'na: tcrorlbtangfi::

sa Lanao def Sur kamakalaw;
“Batay sa wiatni Major Feh-

Pahina. 0?

-sympa Zer umano ng Islamic i+ mon Tag; Spokcsman ngAFP
State bf Iraq and Syria: (1818} i
mitapos afig sagupaan sa pagx—:__:.dakong alas 6 00ng. \imag
tan-ng Higa tzuhar ‘ng Sultans ay nasagupa ng mag-amarng-

Nang mabatid: Ang
itay ng mag: amaaysmnugod 1y Tmags

jjkaanak: T Su tan gt aakabaka_: .-_axsg grupoing: mga Iokai na

at mga _arrrsaéong__b_a_ndido s'_a_i Panundi Sultan"at N_Qbie_ang'.

“ferorista na inabandona ang isa
| hilang napatay na I{asamahan i
- naka-headband pa ng. i Tia
“1ry simbolo'nig ISIS kayaipi-
“nalalagay na sympathiizels ang

thga ito.ng natiraig kinatata- -

. katang international terrorists.

" kasagupd naman Dg Tga £le- -

mento ng Army’s 65 lnfamiy
Battahon (IBY ang mga arma-

"dong bandido sa Brgy. Lilod,
-.Magmng e Ialaw;gan na iki-
nasawi naman ng isa sa mga

kalabah na nakinan pa ng isang

- Habang papatakas ay na- Mff_ass_au']t riffe.

Army Core Purpose: Servmg the peopie. Securlng the land
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' could have foiled are:

p bush snldlers Who.- _._day afte't'nuon
_ _ rea. i S : d sson
I ntong, Lanao del Sur ays e i
The mlhtary did not 1dent1fy the intheare

; 3 id - withan SIS s '

longed to Ghuraba “a focal ;uhadxsf, AR ATTRY. report riher dlSCIOSE
group: which is known t0 be an armed that the te: rronsts were m an ambush g
branch of the Khilaffa Istamic Move- i : o sotth, but gave crecience to_

ment (KIND in Mindana. Kl'uiaffa isan - Murillo safd.” ~*_notions that armed extremist? militants 3
Aivabw term for caliphate. . " iri the Autonomous Regmn in Mushm-;'

*: The group of extremists conld have':

sk "-Rosel"ier Murillo; cammaﬁder 3 been partof anothérarmed group that -;Mndanao (ARMM) areas have pledged
Infantry Batw_' '_alleg;an_ce 0. Aleagdhath s 31hadzst_ﬁ

o Army’s 103rd Infantry Brigade  _ soldiers from the 65\‘11

:ba edin ar wsiCmy, 1dent1ﬁed the two'___ ltahon, whu*h were
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New 79th IB head dared to excel in peace efforts
From the Visayan Daily Star (Jan 16); New 79th [B head dared to excel in peace efforts

Brig. Gen. Harold Cabreros, the commanding general of the 3 rd Infantry Division of the Philippine
Army, vesterday challenged Lt. Col. Roderick Garcia, the newly-instalied commander of the 79 th
Infantry “Masaligan” Battalion to surpass the performance of his predecsssor. in efforts to achieve

lasting peace in Negros.

Cabreros was the guest of honor and speaker during the furnover of command of the 79th IB, from
Col. Harold Anthony Pascua to Garcia, held at the battalion headquarters in Camp Leon
Kilat, Taniay City in Negros Orientai.

Cabreros lauded and thanked Pascua for his excellent performance as battalion commander, citing his
unit's achievements that have contributed to making Negros Orientat almost free from the probiem of

insurgency.
He expressed confidence that Garcia will perform just as well, what with the experience, training and other
credentials that the [atter possessed.

The first order of the day for Garcia is to continue what his predecessor had started, more importantly
pursuing efforts under the Armed Forces of the Philippines' internal Peace and Security Plan Bayanihan,

Cabreros said.
Cabreros highlighted the importance of the Army being able to foster good relations with loca! government
units, non-government organizations and the people who are their partners in the Bayanihan program of
attaining lasting peace.

He urged the 79th iB troopers to give their all-out support to Garcia, adding that as he met with them, he
gave them one word as a reminder for them to carry on each day.

That word is obedience, Cabreros said. “Observe obedience to the oath you took when you entered the
military service to selfiessly serve our country and our people,” he added.

Also, observe obedience to the laws of the land, to rules, regulations, directives and policies of the military
organization, to the commitment and obligation tc your families, and to the word of God, Cabreros added.

He emphasized the role of the Army's partners, especially in the IPSP Bayanihan, as he called on them to
continue their support for peace to prosper.

Cabreros stressed there is still much work to be done and "we are still in the midst of winning the peace in
Central and Western Visayas”.

“There is still much ahead of us.. and this eniails strengthening and intensifying our partnership and
collaboration with all our stakeholders, and advancing our skills and programs complementary to the [PSP
Bayanihan,” he added.

Cabreros officiated in the turnover of command of the 79t IB, that was also highlighted by the promotion
of Pascua to colonel.*

http /iwww visayandailystar.com/201 6/January/16/negori him
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




AFP cltes xmphcahons of not arresting | Misuam

ZAMBOANGA CITY The

military cited yesterday pos-

sible implications on the safety -
of civilians and unarmed mem-
bers of the Moro National le-_
eratich Front (MNLE) oficé it

stopped operations to capture

fugitive leader Nur Misuari:

durmg 2 plenum early this

weekin Sulu’

" Armed Forces chief of staff '
Gen. Hernando Iriberri, who
- visited Sulu Friday, said they
got information that Misuari
showedup diring the rheeting
of hundreds of MNLF mem-.
'bers in Thdanan town, Suli:

Misuari-went into. hzdmg’ :

~ after he was charged for mas-"
termmdmg the September
2013 siege in Zamboanga City.. -
- Misuari is facing charges:
of rebellion and ‘violation of '
~-the Philippine Act o1 i

against Humamtaman Law,

" 'genocide, ‘and ‘other crimes. N
‘against humanity, along with  ATP said

close to: 300 M’NLF membez:s -

captired during the siege.” -
Iriberri-said Misuarizat-’

terided a ‘gathering-of MNLF -
in Zamboanga beforethe: s1ege '

rrant of arrest'.for
effect the:-
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il Formerpohccgen aI :
SECURITY. experts should continue 10, . BeBoinke plortoore oomes
: gq;‘her__ _1_’_?“461_7?’..‘15‘_?“,!@”51 seriously assess . 1995, said mi_aumﬁgeikﬁgﬁig '.
the jihadist attack in Jakarta on Thursday . swead of belttling taformtation -
A A R AR T LY . “Theré. must be a contiruing pro--
and | ;he____a;fre_st of fouf mzlifant_s_ i Kuala - cess ‘of overt 'in%:efsﬁgaﬁon'_angﬁﬁa :
Lumpur on Saturday, according to a former gathering in: order to”determine and

_.police intellicence.official. . - approximate the threat of terrorisin in
P i g L ﬁ?a - ._.-;,-tl}e.'.C_f_?gnt;yi"sMenéo_;;a_ﬁ_sg_i_c‘;_!,_;_a.;ga)i_;.aﬁer..;__

In fact, Mendoza said, the military
have already killed Indonesian bomb

“Philippirtes. -7 - o maker Sucipto Ibrahim Ali in Novern- '
. “Several Malaysian and tndonesian  ber and Malaysian bornb maker Moha- -

jitadist already have a physical pres- mad Najib Husen in December: -
ence in Mindanao to: integrate :and - ‘Both bomb experts are associates:0f -
consolidate their’ vision -of an:Ilamic .. Dr. Mahmud Alimad, lecturer at-Uni-
caliphiate in this part of the world,’ said - versiti Malayds Islamic: Studies faculty’ ' SRR §
Mendoza, who now heads his own se.  who is also known as “Abu Handzaleh,” -

curity think tank Philippine Instifute who fled Malaysian authorities who were
for Peace, Viclence and Terrorism Re- out to arrest him and sought refuge with .
: the Abu Sayyaf group. Next page

" President Benigno Aqtéind TT again be-
Jittled reports of jihadist threats in the

“search. .
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Terror...

Erom AL

Aside from Ahmad and Husen,
Mendoza said the Abu Savvafare alsc
believed ra be harboring Muhammad
Joraimee Awang Raimee, 1 former
empiovee of the Selavang Municipal
Counedl in Selangor.

The three men belong 1o an Islamist
group in Malaysia linked to an ISIS
cell, known as Darul Islam Sabah,
and even Malaysia police inspector-
genera! Khalid Abu Bakar confirmed
that the three men recruited militants
for training in Perak in 20i3.

Malavsian authorities said the fria
also sent militants o Svria and Irag
as part of the ISIS struggle, Mendoze

said.

“I wouid recommend that MMao

lavsian, Indonesien and Philippine
security organization 1o cooperate
cohesively in analvzing the supposed
attemnpt by 18IS te establish a caliph-
ate in Southeast Asta and to respond
te the terror group.” Mendoze said.
“You cannot assess or znalyze in-
formation withoul looking back or
reviewing information. If vou fail to
evaluaie an information and vou can
not cnalvze it that's not inteliigence
renorts, Information & net an intel-
" he siressed.
zde  the remarls
authorities an-

e e o
BLI Gt

ligence report
endozs 1

MMal

hofore

Vhialh
(AN

1dah

mrvi o £ihad - e
nounces hal AN

four suspected militapts and con-
fiscated a wezpon elong with Is-
lamic State documents, nationsai
police chief Ilhalid Abu Baiar saic
Saturdav in Kualz Lumpur.

Security forces have been on high
alert in the predominantlyv-iMuslin:
country in the wake of deadly coor-
dinated attacks in neighboring In-
donesia earlier this week that were
claimed by IS. Seven people, includ-
ing five agsailants, were killed during
the incident.

“Congratulations E8 CK [anti-
terror unit] for arresting one male
suspect on Friday at 2 train station....
‘Weapon and IS documents were con-
fiscated {from the suspect]” the po-
lice chief said on his Twitter account.

Tie train siation i Jocateq near the
iconic Petrones Towers in the heart of
the capital Kuaie Lumpur and houses
& huge shopping mali-irequented by
foreigners.

The counirvs counter-terrorism
zssistant director Avob Nhan bMvdin
Pitchav later confirmed to Agence
France Presse thet z knife ang IS
documents were confiscatec af the
suspects house,

In a satement, Khalid said the
28-vear-old Malavsian  admitted
that he wa: pianning to be @ suicide
homber,

atpt

The suspect admi

piannec & suicide
and war awaiting instrudtio

member of 1S in Sarial e szl

T

S T R ML :
i proad Thst: audvy Lldds UL A

11, three Malaysian IS suspects were
arrested by security forces efter being
deported from Turkes.

“Thev were first detained in Turkey
while attempting to sneak into Svris
to join IS fighters,” Khalid said.

Earlier thiz weelk, local media re-
ported that a 16-year-old boyv clad in
militant attire held a woman at knife-
point at a supermarket in northwest-
ern Malaysia.

“Investigations revealed that he
was influenced by the IS moverent
through social media and wanted to
prove that he was capable of such acts
by threatening the woman,” Khalid
said.

The teenager was later arresied and
is being held in police custody:

Muslim-majoritv Malaysia practic-
es ¢ moderate brund of Islam and has
not seen any notable terror attacks in

TeCnityears.

But concern has riser in the multi-
faith pation over growing hardline
Islamic views and the countrvs po-
iential as a militant breeding ground.

Authorities sav dozens of Malay-
sians have traveled to Svria to fight
for the radical IS group and warn
they mayv seek to return home and
import its ideology.

Since 2013, police have arrasted
numerons suspects whom thev sav
wore JY svmpathizers ploting a

wucln, Oppositior lawmakers, how-
rarrests have been
v malking & diffi-

€

ouded i SeCres

Ve, G2V Ehe T
sh
.
I

whi

g We aoTua; Threat leves,
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e : _';."-State (IS) were contmumg
The govemment will not Iriberrl has vowed . v . Even:before a V1deo :
allow any local group to Iriberri said yesterday - émerg 1 “Hil
establish a local base for: orts to contain the homiege "

terrorist Islamic State; Armed - rowh extremist groups trymg'j_';blac ﬂag of 1841
'Forces chaef Gen Hernandc to reach out fo fhe Is,{ammg'

‘ground, Iriberzi sai.

- military had:launched op-

“erations that neutrahzed £ e

“terror celli: '

L We have always ‘cried_

best 6 nettralize the group,
Iribersi said. -
He was referring to the
Ansar Al Khilafa (AKP),-
'whose camp in Palembang,
Sultart Kudarat was raided

" by governmient troops last-
November. Eight militants
_including Indonesian Abu Al

" Patah were reported killed. -
" hibers also tited the oper-

' atlon 1ast Deceniber against”

: o " Turnio Page 4

AFP From Page 1

theAbuSayyafandbomb expert link and support from the IS '
Malaysian militant Mohammad _ Iriberri maintained they have.-_

" Najib Hussein, alias Abu Anas, - not established any direct link.:
in Al-Barka town, Basilan. The local terror groups:
Anasand 25 AbuSayyaf mili- identified as AKP Ansar Al

- tanis were killed and troops dis-

rupted the training and captured

. the camp at Sitio Bohe Buug af-

ter a weeklong offensive which
‘began Dec 12, hiberri said. =
. He said the government
suffered three dead and 26
wounded.

*"Your Armed Forces' are
trying their best, every time we
have the information we vali-
date it and we lake action just
to make sure we will prevent
whatever terror acts they are
planning,” Iriberri said.

While the government is try-
ing to prevent and disrupt any

Khilafa in Central Mindanao,
and the group from Basilan
Dalw’tul Islamiyah W'liyahtul
Masik have declared support
totheISorISIS. .

“But we have not estab-
Iished a direct link between
them and the ISIS. Why? Be-
cause we have not recetved
any report yet whether they
are already taking orders from
the 151S,” Triberri said.

A geries of explosions hit fa-

karta on Thursday, killing and.

injuring people. The IS report-
edly owned up to the suicide
attack. - With Jaime Laude
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t

o dead and dozens wounded, the
media and general public were urged
yesterday by the Armed Forces of the'
Philippines (AFP) to stop calling “ISIS”

(Islamic State of Irag and Syria) by its
chosen name, and instead refer toitas .
«Tyaesh,” anacronym for the Arabic.
phrase “al-Dawla al-Islamiya al-Irag
al-Sham” (ISIL or Islamic State of Irag
and the Levant or ISIL) which ISIS
.militants dopotfavor . ..o
“-Major Emmanuel ‘Garcia of the .
AFP’s information development group,

. said thisis to lessen the self proclaimed

«Iglamic State’s” appeal fo vulnerable
sectors. . . oo

" Garcia stressed the call is being
made as a result of the AFP’s discus-

(translated as community of Islam ot
Itamic Community) is gainingfoothold
in southern Philippines
Several Islamic scholars of Indonesia
and Philippines recommended the use
Munafique (translated
as Community of evils or evil com-
munity} instead of JI to eliminate its
appeal 1o vulnerable Muslim groups

of JM or Jemaah

NATIGNS LEADING

OFFiCE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC BEFAIRS - Emall adg cacpe.alimy

i

A&

said.; o
i Inpre

- of ISIS already surfaced ‘particularly
in many _Islamii:_ religious discourse,
academic settings as well as diplomatic -

circlés, said Gareia. -

- The terror group préfefs'to be catled

as IS, ISIS, or ISIL, but according to

_ Islamic leaders-and scholars, the right
“torm for the right terni for th ipi

rmiorilict ! the group is
Daesh 'O'I'_.“BAII_SH,”-:' = s

SIS and ISIL when referring to the -

terror group established by Baghdadi
works for the benefit of this terror group
and contrary to our efforts to counter,

from Indonesia. said Garcia.

to this group

a Caliphate,”
reporters.

sions with Islamic scholars and Muslim -
community leaders in the country. /= -
- “Pakiusap ’yan ng ‘mga Islamie .
 scholars and Muslim community lead-
" ers Gt is the asked by Isiamic scholars. .
and Muslim community ‘leaders),™he -

: 0usgathermgs as early a8
2014, the idea of using Daesh instead

© «THe prevalent use of :the words IS, -

“We must always
purposely use Daesh
to deny them the oppor-
tunity to propagate the idea of ISIS as
read the message sent fo

isolate, deminish, deplete and defeat
“them,” said Garcia in a message sent .
to reporters covering the AFE . .. .
18IS which originally meant Islamic’
State iri fraq and al-Sham, whichrefers
“to the old Arabic name of the area where
*fheyinitially planted the seeds of terror
and where théy have a stronghold. =~
- “if ayant” in ISIL, on the other hand, .

is the geographical term referring to
the eastern shore ofthe Meditarranean
that includes present day Israel, Jor-

" dan, Lebation, Palestine and Syria and

“'ig & modern translation of al-Sham..

*_.Meanwhile, Daésh/DAIISH- Daesh
(Daes) is an adapted acronym of their

- Arabic name - Dawlat al-Islamiyah
- fal-Iraq w Belaad al-Sham that means
‘“to prush, one who crushes something
‘below or:(Dahes) one who sows dis-
Ceord” o SRS
«This is the same situation in 2001
during the time when J emaah Islamiya

and individuals but we kept on using
* J1in official reports and in the__a'megia,”.

he conscious and
when referring
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the Philippines (AFP) i
yesterday stressed that
there are ne members:: -
L ic:State of
is (ISIS) An

The AFtEyalred thls as-

surance following the pro-
nouncement of Indonesion

authorities that the Phil- "
ippines is one of the coun-
tries that has terror cells™
of the terrorist %foup Ins

donegia made the warn-
ing in the aftermath of

the terror attack in Jakar- .
_ta that resulted -in_ the .
“lilting ‘and wounding of :

. sevez-al ‘pérac

spekesman Brip n. Re-
itote Padilla; those c}a.un—:
ingitohe; menibers.of 18IS -

“iAccording

arg ﬁt Eynipathizers,

tendm to have direct knks

with' the international ter--

rorist are the ‘Abu Sayyaf
Group (ASG) under cofn-
mander Isnilon Hapilen. *
The group recent]]yl;up-
loaded \ndeus on the

. net-airing their claim.:

‘However, the AFP paid
ttie video'is only part of the
bandits’ ‘propaganda to

“roake their group a ;Jes.r

to be more influenti
Padilla. said even the

“group’ of ‘Anssrul Khalifs,

ters v
_appealed to the public and

who has

.-’I‘ e
were killed in an'e¢ncoun~

“es%htmsp}red”

“ter:in Sultan’ Kudarat
L last :
ong the groups "pre».'

gar.

regular meetings in
gl11111 line with this, Padxi‘ia

en to refrain using

.-.the word ISIS referring to-

the international terrorist.
Instead, Padilla said,

the group should be called

Daesh or DAIISH w}nch

“menns in-Arabia as {me-_-

members,
“lowlori{D
sows:discord - DAIISH -ig"
the Arabic@cronym for al-’
~Dawia al
- Irag which is ‘the A.rablc

Toup/s members;

. eanwh:le, a mﬂltar;s Yo
“official- in Suld said they .
“have not monitored any . by P
‘presence of the internation-
gl terrorists in the area.:”
- - 1518 mernbers alleged) he]d'

-

Page.

whoernshes’ somethmg be-‘_
alies) one” who

slamiya fi al-

of TSILY

'-a peal was made
igi-foliowing a
meetmg of AFP with Is-

lamic 'scholars and Mus-

Clirn leaders.

He said this evil:in-
spired armed groap should

i not be called:Islamic State,

ISIS and Islamic State of

#Iragand Levant {ISIL) but

Farsi of DATISH..
.. The official also called
on the public to be more

vigilant fo counter terror—
et in’ any form: Ve
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-Tto .ang-p.
Armed ‘Forées: ‘of ‘the Phil

-pines: (AP'P) 84 gitna ba Tin ng-
pahayag ngindonesian authoti- -,
‘tes nia kahﬂang ang Plhpmas .
sa’lugar na may- terror- cell ang-
1815 matapos ang’ tem);"_ aftack -
a: Jakarea, Indonesia oong:
_ ng buhay .
‘mgpito katao habang | 24 paang -
nAsugAtan sa serye ng pambo-' :

. Huwebes na kumitil.

: bomba doon;

- Ayon kay AFP Spokesman’j"
‘Brigi“Gen: Restituto Padilla,
-ang mga Tokal na armadOng gru-

pong naghaliasik ng karahdsan

sa Pilipinas:ay. nagpapanggap
amang na IS5 at hindi kaal-.
Y ado 6 Tigturang interpational

"Kabilang dito ang

“hahag

Maging ang grupbing-An-

iiyenibro, 2y pawan

tan ng propagancia sa nasabmgi
ternational Tesrorist group..

- Nabatid naman sa mga
opm;al ng militar sa Sulu na
: _magmg sa iaiawwan kung saan

: grip
' .AbuSayyaf Crotp( Commander- e

- Isnilon Hapilonnasa ipinakalat’

na video day naKipag-alyansa
. nia urmano sa JSIS pero ayon sa
" nga opisyal uy lumaang video
_ footage at bahag1 lamang ito ng

arul Khatifa na ang: waleng-'

Sis: mspu'ed Eamang-umano i
-na napaslarig sa engkuwentio
‘sa Sultan Kudarat noong huling -
ng nakahpas N AN Ay
" Kindi rin mga ISIS; kindi hais
-Ia.mang simakay sa pamamagx—. -
“ddpat Tia. maging: wgllanie
" ang Iahat 41 impOrtante £ Ba

Pahina.

a!an ISIS sa Pinas-AFP

e ef propaganda ng mga banéuio © sinasabing nagpupu] ongatnag-

-sisipagtago ang 1515, kagama ng
“mga bandidong Abu Sayy_af ay
waja Umano sﬂang namo oni-

Idmagdagp
masupxl ang tcrorjsmo ay

makipagaluigan ang mama-
mayan sa mga otonéad JOy

~Cantos-

4
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- While fear bf the 1t
astablishment of

~ Enhaniced Defense
opetation Agreeme

(BDCA), it cannot jus- -
-ﬁfy:_:_éz;irta;iling-Prqsi:deﬁfi_e
- Aquino’s constitutional -
prerogative to deal with:
‘issuey particularly those -
involving foreign affairy -° - -

wand national security. .

+ This was a position .

“bases may have prompt- “faken by the Stpreme
_ed opposition to the Lour :
“the constitutionality of

Court(50) in upholding

CEDCATastweel o -

- e fear that EDCA -

‘15 a reincarnation of the
S bases 80 zealously
“protésted by person-.

alities in Philippine
S Tum to Page 10

B S

historyarises not s much from
xenophobia, butfrorm a genuine

. desire’ for. self-determination,
nationalism, and above all a
commitment to ensure the in-
-dependence of the Philippine
Republic from any foreign dom-
ination,” the high court said.
. . But it added “mere fears”
should not cripple the President

*  uywhenhe deemns that additional .
security measures are made

necessary by the times” " .-

From Pagei FE

- The magistrates who voted
to uphold EDCA said "we be-
lieve fear of an attack on the

‘Philippinesisnotinthe realmof:

1aw, but of politics and %oliéy.'f’
[ | that,“at:-
the very least, we can say that

“Furthermore; they said &

under international law, EDCA

does not provide a legal basis for

a justified attack on the Philip-
ines.” -

" In its 118-page decision on .
Jan: 13, the 5C in full segsion -

dismissed the consolidated

. . cor%ﬁiaiht against the EDCA. -

- Thehigh court cited the Phil-
‘ippines’ efforts to rein inan
" aggressive China, inicluding
<the filing.of an arbitration case
with'the: Permanerit Court of |
AFbitration. LT
- “Inorder tokeep thepeacein
its archipelago in this region of
the world, and to sustain itself
at the same time against the
. destructive forces of nature, the
Philippines will need friends,”
-the magistrates saic L
s "Whothey ar , arid what form.”

the friendship will take, are for
the President to decide. The only
restriction is what the Constitu-
tion itself exgurissly prohibits. It .
appears that this overarching con-
cetn for balancing constitutional
requiremnents against the dictates
of necessity iswhat led to EDCA,”
the SC said.

" As it is, EDCA is not con-
stitutionally infirm. As an ex-
ecutive agreement, it remains
consistent with existing laws
and treaties that it purports {0
implement,” the SCruling read.

Aside from its sensitive rela-
Hons with China, the govern--
ment is also addressing other
security issues like the fragile
peace deal with the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF),
terror activities by the Abu
Sayyaf, as well as attacks by the
New People’s Army.

The 5C also urged the govern-
ment to provide its Armed Forces
with the capability to “fight with
increasing sophistication in both
strategy and technology, with
employing asymmetric warfare

r

and remote weapons,” -
- The court also cited the role
of the US military in assisting
Filipinos in areas ravaged by
natural calamities, like the re-
gions in the Visayas devastated
by Super Typhoon Yolanda,
which kilied more than 6,000
people on Nov. 8, 2013.

In upholding the legality
of BDCA, the 5C also said the
deal was based on existing trea-
tes - Visiting Forces Agreement
(VFA) and the 1951 Mutual
Defense Treaty (MDT).




- The United States’ rebaiance
"'to the Asia-Pacifi¢ region. is

“iot a purely military concept,

_'_but econdmic and political ‘as

wall; according o US: Defense-

Secretary Ashton'Carter. -

- During a media conference
for the Second US-Philippines
2+2 Ministerial Consultations
in Washington on Jan. 12,
Carter said the Philippines

%Sfebaﬁance not purely1

says Carter

-plays a centra] mle i the US P -
'.IEbalance to Asia Pacific -

- Aside frivm Cartet; the mée

mg was attended’ bv 115 Gec:
retary of State John Kerry,:
: Foreign Affairs Secretary Al-.
bert del Rosario and Defense

Secretary Voltaire Gazmin.

- #“The US tebalance to the -

Asia Pacific has an important-

“security dimension that can

"b_e Laptured by Iookmg over

he past decades of peatce and-’

ng the peace

Carter said
- He said the Phlhppmes is

a critical ally of the US-as the

latter continues to gather and

By P!A LEE-BRAGO -

stability in theregion, and the
‘role that the United States and
' "Phﬂlppmeq have played to--‘
gether m k

strengthen 1ts rebalance :

In a joint statément’ of the’
Us- -Philippines Ministerial
Dialogue issued after the Jan. -

12 meetmg, Manila weicomed_
- US reaffirmationof its tronclad -
< comimitment to the. Phxhpw

pines’ defense. i - :
Both cotinitries vowed to co-
ordinate closely in implement-

ing the i—mhanceé Defense Co— -

operation Agreement (EDCA}
and to enhance security and
defense cooperation.”

The officials reaffirmed
their commitment to continue
strengthening the alliance by
ensuring mutual defense and
security, as well as contribut-
ing to regmmal peace, stability,
and economic prosperity.

are set to discuss and firalize
the full implementation of
EDCA, which was recently

The Phlhppmes and the US

declared constitutional by the

Supreme Court.

The Department of Foreign’

Affairs said a board would

‘review and fine-tune ‘details:

‘and implementation of EDCA
on a per activity basis.
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Walang

: ‘_'revamp sa AFP:

‘sa elek
" Hingi: magpapatupad

: g
revamg (s gagbabaiasa ga-

A

ang giettion period
T URdnang binala

a.
-PNP ghg mahigit 700: nitong’
mga opisyal partikular:na
ang mga Provincial Director.
at Regional Direcior upang

hindi umano maimpluwen-
_syahan:ng mga 1
~ pong Kandidato:

tkinatwiran'ni-Detoyato™
* g hindi-naman saklaw:ng -

kapangyarinasn ng mga pu-

jitiko ang mga sundald:lalo |
na sa mga kanayunar. kaya
© hindi ha kailangan: pa ang_

mga itong batasahin.:

Buksd dito’y upang hmdi g
maapektuhan ang kanilang -
misyonlalo na sa paghpol
sa-mga armadong grupo

“na banta sa_ amb
seguridad:

Sinabl fi Detoyato na

malinaw naman-ang direk-
tiba rig hindi makisawsaw
sa pulmka ang mga suridalo

dshilan kapag si nuway ang :
nasabing kautusan ay sigu- ;
radong may kalatagyan ang-

mga ito. -

Sa kasaiukuyan ayon pa
sa opisyal ay patuloy ang
kanilang pagialansag.sa
mga Private Armed Gioups
(PAGs) at mga loose fire-
arms katuwang ang -PNP
upang matiyak ang SAFE

(Safe and Fair Elections):

2016. {(Joy Cantos)

g-mg!

: mapapaiakas ‘ang kapabc
. " lidad 'ng maritime’ patrol:ng™:
: Phlilppme Navy katgnay:
.::Detoyata:sa gitnana'tinng .

mginit-na-jabanan ngimga: ng. nakatakdang pagdating
-magkakatunggalmg kandi--
daiongayong pumasok na_.’

tak-_.

ng isa’sa dalawang ‘moder-
nong Strategic: Sed Lift
Vessels (S5Vs) -na binili: ng
Pilipinas 'sa P71 PAL, ang
state owned ship building .
comipany ng: ‘gobyernong

Indonesia kaugnay ng pormal

né tuimoverniio sa Mamla sa’
Mayo ng tachg io. e
‘Ayen kay ‘AFP Spokes- :

__.man.Biig.-Gen: Restituto
"Padilia;ilulunsad ang nang
"88Visa PT PALS Subarava
“shipyard sa‘lndongsia-na -
. dadaluhan ng mga-opisyal

ng nasabing bansa at ng
mga matataas na opisyal
ng Philippine Navy maiapos
naman ang pag!agcia sa
kontrata mahigit 1 tacn na

Moder_non_g barko na binili ng
s sa Indonesia darating na

nakatilipas

The ac:qmsmon avery

cal times’ It ‘can:cany :size-

“ablé relief ‘and humanitar-

ian ‘assistance and disaster

responge in critical ‘areas -
aroundthe coumry pahayag 2

.76 Mrat 25 MM guns pero

maari hamang ‘pumifi ang
‘Philippine Navy ng kontrakfor
| nito-sa weapon sys’(em ;

nl Padiia; -

“Sinabini’ F’adﬂia na ang"_
o pagdatmg Aainang SSVina
“binili'sa Indonesia ay Kaimaus
"nahan’rin’sa naturang uring . :
barko na mapapasakamay
ng’ Phrlappsne Navy bago®
“ang pagbaba sa puwesta i
o Slmeon e
- phagsulong ng’ modernisasyon:
ng f Phitippine Navy :ha maari
ring magamit sa pagre-sup-

Panguiong Bem
Aguino 1. i

Nabatsd ﬂa “nabi
dalawang S8V's -mula sa

PT PAL sa halagang P 3.8°

bllyon sa nilagdaang kontrata
noong Nobyembre 18, 2014,

portant: Tilestone’ for: the ir
Philippine; Navy, and_could__
hastén response during criti-:

ay fidedsliver 58 hmppm'e'f-
‘Navy, isang. fap '
naman.ang . pormal

qu'ang.

atapos

over hg’ tmang bark
Mayo 2017. ’
“AyonsaPT PAL ang dala—'

wang $8Vs ay amado ng

~Inihayag pa ng: AF:F’-:
spokesman na ang S5V

“Hy:isarsa:pinakamahal;ang:
‘kagamitang nabili-ng adrmii-"

pisirasyon parasa patuloy na

ply sa West Philippine Sea

kung kinakailangan. {Joy

Cantos)
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the Phlhypme S 9+2 ministerial -

-Jemt maritime patroi agreement in
dlsputed ‘portions of’ the South -
‘China Sea b honored hy the . it remains contmitted to the AFP'S
United; States the thhppme Navy-
(PN} haq the necessary ‘shipéand:-

| training to keep up: with’ thelriz_'

American counterparts.

:%Yes, the Navy does. The ,]Oil’!t-“:
maritime patrol) if “dnd’ when”
finalized, by the two navies, willin -

fact be the application and
execution . of the:

interoperability exercises,” PN
spokesman Cal. Edgard Arevalo
sald in a message to the PNA.

. “These collaborative: a_ctwltxes_-
ev‘er_i before the signing ‘of the ~
Enhanged . Defense’ Cooperation

Agreement (and the SC's upholding
of its constitutionality) will surely
benefit both countries that are
hoth-coramitted in that part of the
sea,” he added.
The couniry’s interest for a joint-
patral agreement come out during

meeting heid ir Washington D¢ last
“Jan.- 127 :

“The 9+2 meetmg extensively
discussed the South China Sea
issue, with the US side reiterating

i deten

many
op;mrtumtles in the past that they .
were conduicting joint marlt;me and -

&-of the Ph111ppme<: whﬂe_'_'
“the:Philippines batting, for joint

patrols. The US also conveyed that '

'modermzatmn program; Defense :

earlier said.

‘spokesman’ Dr. Peter Paut Galvez .

" During the meetmg, the US{

Sea and act to ensure that freedom
of navigation was respected. -
It also stressed that they would

- continue to fly and sail whenever

and wherever- mtematmnal law'

allows. :
The US alsn committed: to_

_ emphasized that it would not allow”
- ‘(China to'contiol the South Ching -

maintain presence in the South

+ChinaSeatoinclude- nava§ su!}sea,-_. .
‘air and special foices. o
In addition, the Us urged the

Philippines to -stay closely’

coordinated with respect to the
developments in the South China
Sea.

Noting China’s claim that it wﬂl
not militarize the area, the US
suggested the need for partiesin

the Seuth China. Ses 4o have a_

common and shared understandmg
of the term “militarization” to avoid
growing tensions.

A common sehse among the

“gther parties would puf pressure

on China.

PNA

the US ironclad commitment to the
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NAVYTO GET FIRST
SEALIFT VESSEL IN MAY

PHILIPPINE rmhta;y and defense_ _

The' launchmg or the removal

of the ship from the drydock and’
§Iow1ng it to float at sea for its -
next stage of tesmng, according
to Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilla,
Armed Forces of the Philippines - -
(AFP) spok SIman, wﬂlb T
“Sunday at ip
_ Indonesia.

‘Padilla said the acqu;sxtwn
of the SSVs is a very important
milestone for the Navy because
they will increase jts capacities for
HADR during critical moments.

These ships would be the first

of their kmd_to be operated by
the Navy

“What wﬂl we benefit from this
SSV? 1t's the ability to bring en
masse a sizeable nurnber of relief
and human assistance and disaster
response personne] [to] critical
areas that may be hit by disasters.

don
m .contmgenae' anywher

“Anotheri is, it'sa stand—alc}ne com—

-."_.';mand and_control shlp that can :

capabﬂtty tc be used as 2 ﬂaatmg

' hospltai i case many . of health

centers and hospltals in provmaal

areas that may be affected by dis-
asters become unavailable.

It can-also ‘be deployed as a

.command and control ship dunng
' any-*’

partofthe P ine archlpelago
- After its launching in Indone-

sid, the first of the ships will be

delivéred to the Phﬁzppmes in

May this year.” ..
 Delivery of the other shxp would

'be irt May 2017, he said. :

“‘When asked if the- shlps would
- be armed, Pachila said, “The S8Vs"
“weapons system will be soleiy at
‘the discretion of our Navy, and I

think they are preparing for that,
at the moment I am not at liberty
te divulge any of those arrange-
ments.” FERNAN MARASIGAN
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is & source of national pride.
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Militants in Mindanao 'pose threat to region’

From the Gtraits Times {Jan 18). Militants inMindanao *pose threat to region’

Phifippine marines conducting an operation near the sife where weapons and 18IS flags were recovered in
Palimbang fown, Mindanao, on Nov 28, 2015. PHOTC: AFP

The iatest terrovist attack in [ndonesia’s cagital Jakarts signal$ an evolvingd threat to the region coming
from deep in the jungles of the southern Philippine island of Mindanas,

White the Philippine military remains adamant that Islamist militants in Mindanao are nothing more than
bandits, most analysts warn that the threat is real. Some have predicted an attack in the region similar in
scale to recent lone wolf attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, as the militants appear to move closer to
declaring a South-east Asia "wilayat”, or province, of the Islamic State in Irag and Syria (1S1S).

Reiterating the military's assessment following the SIS attack in Jakarta, President Benigno Agquino said
yesterday: "is there a credible threat? Is there a specific threat? There is none.”

But he acknowledged there is a "general threat®, as he disciosed that the Philippines has been
coordinating with intefligence agencies in the Middle East to monitor Filipinos there who 18IS is reportedly

trying to recruit.

General Lioyd Austin, head of the US military's Central Command overseeing Middle East operations. has
warned that (SIS has [ately been keen on planting roots in the Philippines and elsewhere, as it comes

under increased pressure in Irag and Syria.

Security expert Richard Javad Heydarian said ISIS is providing a "new impetus” for “relatively marginal"
extremists in the Philippines o "rebrand and reorganise themselves”, so the government should "ramp up
cooperation with moderate elements in major Islamist and Moro groups™.
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that s a source of national pride.

A stailed peace process to end a Muslim insurgency in Mindanao is fuelling support for extremists among
Musims in Mindanao, he said. In March 2014, the Philippines and the 12,000-strong Mero Islamic

| iberation Front signed a peace pact to end 40 years of war in Mindanao. But the proposed Bill
implementing the agreement is unlikely to become law before President Aquino steps down in June.

For defence analyst Jose Antonio Custodio, local milifants are keen on securing recognition from 1SIS only
because of the monev.and the logistical support it brings. "Ask (the Abu Sayvaf bandits} aboutthe Sunni-
Shi'ite split and they will probably just stare at you, and may even shoot you," he said.

hitn:www . straitstimes. com/asia/se-asia/militants-in-mindanao-pose-threat-to-region
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not require Senate concutrence
and that it 15 inkeeping withex- -
isting Jaws and treaties =“namely
the Visiting Forces Agreement and the Mutual De-
ferise Treaty betweer the Philippines and the United
States which allow the entry of foreigti troops here
in thé country.” 0 oL i

... More:than 80 percent of Filipinos look at.0

tionship with the US ina‘favorable light as mdxcated 3

by the Global: Attitudes Survey. Local surveys have
also shown that 90 percent of Filipinos welcome the
continued presence of American military in the Asia
Pacific region — information that was seconded by our
private homegrown pollster who said Filipinos are
comfortable with having the VA and EDCA1n place.

All'of these, owing to the continually growing aggres-

_sion that is being displayed by China=-§dmething that
: mmly”%th:e'r Tid

" The new top gty of the US Navy — Chief of Naval

Operations Admiral John Richardson who took over

from Admiral John Greenert four months ago ~ has
wariied against China’s increasing military capabili-
ties anid its growing potential to act irresponsibly asa
global power. Short of calling China an aggressor, the
Navy chief has urged the US to maintain its maritime
supremacy — which is exactly the strategic vision he
has outlined. Like Russia, China’s goals are backed by
“a growing arsenal of high-end war fighting capability,
much of which is focused on our vulnerabilities,” he
said. Intelligence sources say that while Richardson
is amenable to the idea of engaging with China - like
what his predecessor wanted — he is convinced that the
United States should counter China’s growing aggres-
sion towards its neighbors (which certainly includes

the Philippines).

Lorp R LE RN R A AT P

theSeniaté during the im
 The Philippines has benefited from the valiable ase.
sistafice provided by the US military and their satellite
equipment that helped locate notorious terrorists like

tons are gotting wary about as well.

Foliowing the 5C rulirigmwe tan now proceed to

-~ fleshi it the implementing rules and regtilations that

would govern the EDCA including the areas where
US troops can be deployed and where eqiipment can

be located. For stre; a few critics will still have some:-
 thing to'say against the agreement and will insist that
it violates our sovereignty, etc. But let’s face it = there.
- i\s};eaﬂy'ﬁgt}ﬁng new with EDCA considering that the

s be

hich en

eof P

Commander Robot of the Abu Sayyaf Group: Critics:
cortveniently: omiit the humanitarian assistance and:
disaster response component of the EDCA. Admit-
tedly, the single biggest challénge is to make sure that
visiting American servicemen will not commit a crimie
againdike itvthe case of Joseph Pemberton. The imple-
mentfig regulations should have the'soldiers confined:
in one aréa with travel resttictions indicated. Afterall,
American troops are supposed to be here on official
duty and definitely not as tourists olit for some R&R.
.Other than that, many Filipinos welcome the EDCA .
and are convinced that'the Philippines has a secure -
safety net in place. Full credit goes to the. Aquing ad-"
ministration whére strides are being made to pshithe
AFP moderrnization plan and bring our military closer
10 achieving a minimum credible defense postute, as-
seen in the recent purchase of new fighter jet planes.’
But until such time as we are able to fully beef up our
military, our special relationship with the US should
keep us it good stead, In the diplomatic front, wehave

_ done ‘very well, too. We comniend Foreign Secretary -

Albert del Rosario, who against all odds, stood patin
his position that at this time, the best way to secure the
country from external threats is to strengthen relations .
with our allies like the United States. - o
Japan: Our closest Asian ally S
The planned visit of Japaniese Emperor Akihito and -
Empress Michiko is another historical milestone in
terms of our refations with Japan Thi e the first
time that a Japanese Emperor = more so°the Imperia
Couple — will be visiting the Phihippities s 1ple
matic relations were established 60 years ago.
The Imperial Couple rarely,invite state visitors
they gave a warm welcome to President Aquino onhis
state visit to Japan last year, where he was irivited to
stay at the Akasaka Palace guesthouse. The'Imperial
dinner was attended by 18 members of the Imperial
family including the reticent Crown Princess Masako,
wife of Crown Prince Naruhito. :
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. At the Staté dinner hosted by Prime Minister Abe:
for President quino, Japan’s ‘Maritime Self Defence G
Fore head Rear. Adnural Hisanori-5ato (who was
( ndicated that Japan is ready to:
_ ngthenmg the alliance between.:_:

dfaetly Worked o arrangi e
id e the-forthcom'—-__

_ agnched the book Hzefmy and Herztage :
w.The: Dﬂirzal Residenve of the. Philippine:
Ambassador fe Japan (it is featured in “This Week on "
PeopleAqa at t’ﬁe AIIure section of the STAR today):
Seventy years after the wat, our relationship with Japan
has reached its highest point. In fact, I told the Japanese
Ambassador, Kazuhide Ishikawa, that Japan is now the
most preferred tounst destination for many Fﬁzpmos

.*. * ..*

Emaxl babeseyemew@gmazl com .. o
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