Army Vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.
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Ex- ISAFP chief on Marcelino: No official line
between us
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- Also made o _un_de" T
_quest proceedmgs’ or

-_':‘-_-Ferdmand Marcelmo in : Celadon Res:dencés _-OI’IHFEHX
- sisted YESterday he was on - Huertas street.in Sta. Cruz;
- a covert mission with the . '
: _Intelhgence Service of the
- Armed Forces of the Phil-
1ppmes (ISAFI’) When ‘he

- Taig on a'suspected shabu
- Iaboratory in Mam}a. s

But his former ISAFP boq:; Q
: and now Army chief Lt Gen. |
. Eduardo Ano said a mission:
order that he had issuedto
Marcelina lapsed in 20140
Ano, howeéver, vouched for'-
Marc:elmo s integrity. . - .
~Appearing in handcuff%j'
and orange detainee’s shirt .
. yesterday at the Depatment of
Justice (DOT) for his inquest,a..
teary-eyed Marcelino said his
arrest'was “the price I havé to’
pay for my love of this country”-
-Marcelino faces charges of
conspiracy in the manufacture
and possession of illegal drugs
under Republic Act 9165 or the .
Compre hensive Dangerous- _ i
- -~ - Drugs Act of 2002. T e )
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had warked ac chief of & spe-

- cial urit

“1 cant honestiy say, and look

“vou in the everwasjust-do-

ing my job... was just there
because we are veritving infor-
nation that we got {about the
shaby lab),” he told reporters
in an ambush interview,
The eight-page complaint

mis-encounter on the part of

ihe agents of PDEA- and T R LU L £ L

the part of his efforts o help
in curbing itlegal drugs in the
country,” Mas walo exp Tained fo
reporters. -
But Vilanueva was not
safisfied and wanted a more
specific certification.
The prosecutor then sei
the charges {for prelimmen
inve&tlgpatmn after Marceling
waived his right to speedy

disbelie! i his reversal of

Ane sard Marcelino 15 an
upright officer as ho vouched for
beleaguersd officer’s characler.

Ano said that after their
stint al 1SAFF, Marcelino re-
turned to the Nava, hismother
unil. while Ane moved 1o
hiindarise following his desig-
nation as A division head.

Ano said he alse knew of
sulie ageiils wtil} J'epm‘iil'}g

i fled by the P "nhp}nm"\at](m-
Poal Police-Anti- Hlegal Drugs  resolution under inguest pro- 10 Marcelino after hie assign-
E Grou P (PNP- Alpb } alc,(‘ ceedings A hearing was set o ment at 15AFP and that he was
. named as respondents Lo Chi,  Jan. 27 at 2 pm. sharing infurmation with other
L Atong Lee and a certain Chu, Marcelino, meanwhile, is mielhﬁvnce units, ncjuding
o who were the original targets under cuslody of the PNP- the Naﬂuna} Bureau of Inves-
* of the raid conducted by vlrt'ue AIDG pending resoiution of fiqa*ion
- of a search warrant issued by the charges betore the Depart- ”1 can spta}\ for him when
Manila Regional Trial Courl ment of Justice. we were working togethery
Judge bFernande Sagun. PNP-AIDG head Senior al (ISAFP: and | knew about
fwth(mfze; sazc‘ Marcehno Supt. Antonio Gardiola said the personal crusade he took
and Yan were found inside a  thev were glvmg Mari ceh nothe up agans! legal drugs. 1 can
storage facilitv where 7o kilos  benefit of the doubtin his claim  7ouch for mtmte ity Thers's
of shabu worth P383 million  that he was performing ¢ Je-  anongoug Tin CL‘HU ration and 1
were found. PDEA agents on  gitimate drug :tmg operation. think he “ar* defond himself,”
the scene initizliv estimated the "He was say ing he was AN said.
seized drugs fo he 04 kilos with nn a mission.’ Gardloia said. Hesurmi -.ed thad Marceline
& street value of F256 milion. “Sov far no agent handier has named m as his
The former PDEA official  surfaced.” )
was found siting on & couch He 5,331(;1 if there had indees ieps he mentioned
when the agents arrived. been a mistake, the case offi- e beats. of being his
Invesiigating prosecutor cer should immediately have xﬂ‘, ST Commander at ISAFP
Senior Depuiv Fresecuter calied the arresting afficers to whers we wevctoped
Theodore Villanueva required  vouch for Marceling. g00¢ s, But
Marceling tuﬂr{:wh}nmumw Gardiola also said Mar- 10T now, - ne longer
and present é mmamx: order or  celine's intelligence gathering  wWo wlang aﬁ the same unit or-
gocument & i e prese aetivity should !"""( Tlag heer  canization’ Ano said
encey in the .\dC’}W‘ was part of - supported by documents, 1 Several civilian and militam
a legitimate operation. hard o Upelate without docu-  olisagues of Marceline also
His lawver Do nms Wanale  ments. He mm} { just gel shot  challe n('r"" the PDEA and the
revealed that thev nave sub- a2t Luneta \Mthm.h him reai- Phiho} ine Natioma!l Police to
n‘iiiur:f & cortification from  jzing iU he said. ol & Hfestvie checl on
the Inteliigence and Security The PNTP-AIDG chief re-
G ”‘”}“””"" Philinping 4 vealed that following Nar v
show IH..*, BET20N Coan s £ celino’s arrest, Hie ]]1£I* 1Y - hended wiih the {
intel }:L’-HLL Information on mediaiehy storted & hunt for e fems bual the ar
a’]ci*va nvoivensen -:v.f Army  pther personalifies Iinked t figur conde have afford
DeTSOl nnel i the Yar 1‘3, ihe U})oh;nun of the hgeieg 6 i S Drehanile 2t ‘J;L
trade from ‘N‘Pt“;‘-?!‘uz 10 - shaby iaboerawory. PRI ey mg formorin
< *mlw* last yoar Bishelief of the besd
Warceling's colieaguoe p i
i the military have exprossed
A ) L e e e e - B}
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no one. That is why he earned
the ire of people believed to

—be-engage in-narco-politics. A

single statement from Malaca-
fiang will put all these things

true. I have no reason to doubt
lhis record before this incident,”

flowing is ot to close each and
every faucet, but to shut down

said Sotto, former chairmanof __the main,” he said.

the Dangerous Drugs Board.
Sen. Antonio Trillanes TV, a

10 rest,” another military of~ -graduate of Philippine Military

ficer said.
Narco-politics

Despite some words of
support for Marcelino, sena-
tors calied for tougher action
against drug syndicates, with
some renewing calls for the
revival of the death penalty.

Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano
said the arrest of Marceline
and the discovery of the Ma-
nila shabu laboratory have
shown that narco-politics is
now in the country.

“How can you have s0
much shabu in one place?” he
said as he demanded a deeper
probe into Marcelina's link to
the busted shabu laboratory.
“1f it's reallv part of intelli-
gence work, they could have

gasily verified,” he said.

Senate President Pro-Tem-
pore Ralph Recto and Sen. Fer-
dinand Marcos Ir. separately
pushed for the death penalty.

Recto said the death penalty
must be imposad for those
involved in large-scale drug
trafficking, mciuding military
and police officials wha coddle
and conspire with them.

“Akhough ! am fundamen-
tally against capital punish-
ment, the impunity by which
men in uniform coddle and
align themselves with danger-
ous criminals they are sup-
posed o stop has led me to
be open o the restoration of
{he drath penalfy if atiended
by aggravating cdrcumstances
lie the one | cited above,”
Recie said.

Sen. i\ cente Soto i1 said he
could not believe that Marcehio
oot linked to drug operations.,

“T'ms shocked. § hope itsnot
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Academy 1995, lamented how
a good soldier may have been
lured to the dark side.

“I'my getting mixed reports
about him. Bul for now it's best
that the investigation be al-
lowed to proceed and if he can
present the proper documenta-
tion or authority to justify his
presence in the area, then his
name should be deared. If not,
then we have another case of a

good officer lured to the dark

side,” Trillanes said.

Trillanes said he does not
want to prejudge Marcelino,
who is hie upperclassman at
the PMA.

“Whaolesale drug operation
doesholesale damage. Asack
of shabu victimizes not just one

erson but many,” he said.

-“There are millions of
granules ir: a sack, and each
can potentially fuel another
crime, by a user who steals
money or snatches & phone
to feed his habit, to cases of
domestic viclence,” he said,
referring to shabu, which
is normally in powdered or
granulated form.

“1f it iz & weapon of mass
destruction, then those re-
sponsible for its manufactur-
ing and sale must deserve a
punishment greater than a
Ccusny axpaver-paia stav in a
Bilibid cell with spa and air-
conditioning.” Recto said.

He also lamented reporis
that drug use and the ilicit
frade remain unabated despite
Pfilj?fj operations.

I b relan iraae O Rhalua
i« booming. it is because the
source is Jeft untouched. The
best wav 1o stop water from

[
Lt

Grave concern
Sen. Grace Poe, cha'zrperson
of the Senate commitiee-on-

public order and dangerous -

drugs, commended the PNF
and the PDEA for the huge
accomplishment as she ex-
pressed concern over the arrest
of a top military officer during
the drug sting.

“While 1 commend the
PDEA for another successful
raid, the possible involvement
of a ranking military officer in
the illegal drug tradeis a cause
for concern,” she said.

Poe urged the police and
government prosecutors to
investigate the matter thor-
oughlv and with full trans-
parency to get to the bottom
of the incident. “This should
send a strong message that
no one is above the law,” she
said.

At the same time, Poe also
urged the AFF leadership to
Jook into the matter seriousiy
to ensure that no one from its
ranks is involved in the illegal
trade,

“Om the side of legislation,
e have amended the Danger-
ous Drugs Act to give it more
teeth and make it easier to put
the drug pushers, drug lords
end their conspirators behind
jail,” she said.

“Hopefully, we are now
feeling its positive effects in the
fight against this illegal drug
menace,” she added.

Malacafang meanwhile hac
denied reporis that Marceline
is an agenl of the Presidential
Anti-Organized Crime Com-
mission headed by Execulive
Secretaly Faguiiv Cahioa 30
-~ With Christina Mendez,
Delon Porcalla, Mike Frialde,
Jaime Laude
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B Sand Araneta “11. Col Ferdinand Marcelino is not and Marcelino, o former officer of the Philippine
Y T has never been an operative detailed to the  Drug Enforcement Agency, was arrested along
and Frandisco luyay PAOCC? the commissions executive direclor, with Yan Yi Shou, 33, when PDEA agents and
) . o Gen, Reginald Villasanta, said in a siatement. police barged into the drug taboratory at Felix
THE Palace denied I ﬂda)" “Cyar records Tikewise show that no ongoing  Huertas and Balangas streets at 12:30 am.
that Lt Col Ferdinand PAQCC operations involve 1t Col. Marceltino] At Jeast 64 kilos of shabu or metlamphet-
) ) ] d hie added. amine placed in four rectangular plastic bags
Marcelino, who was arreste “Ihe statemnent was sent through the Office of  with an estimated street value of P383 million,
iHa d'f‘ug raid TTIWSde, wis Executive Secretary Paguito Ochoa Jr. assorted chemicals, a bejge Toyota Cgum'y ;md
i i i et a Chinese nation: & al- et eqquipmient were seized during the raid on
ey e o]t » Presidential Marcelino and a Chinese national were ar-  olher equipment e seize g
o I. de fLHlL,[? fo fh-‘L E rest rested Thursday after government agents raid- the strength of u search warrant issued by the
Anti- UTgaT” zed Crime ed a clandestine drug laboratory in @ townhouse Quezon City Regionad Trial Court.
(Jommission. in Sta. Cruz. Manile. Shouw was said 1o have served as an interpreter

Tor s PREA in 2005,

After ais arrest, Marvelino said he was doing
surveillanve work for the PAOCC when he was
arrested.

PIIEA chief Arturo Cacdac said they were
surprised (o find Marcelino in the drug labora-
tory because he was not on their radar,

Chict Jusp. Rogue Merdegia, @ spokes-
man uf the Anti-Hlegal Drugs Group of the
Philippine National Police said Marcelino
would Le charged with the ilegal ianuolac
ture uf drugs, bul Marcelino denied he was
part of the operation. MNext page
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. But Ano said he has no Knowledge of.
; Marc 05 PDEAs

o Camxhn Tar}ac, an'ested
" tiorialsan 1zed P3 bl}hon vworth of shabu :
" .“Marcelino was the one who developed-
-the intel for that partlcular operation,” San-_
. tLago said. . §
Marcehno sa1d Fndav .hxs artest wasap-
parently linked to his bustmg of big-time
drug syndicate and said he was conﬁdent
- “the truth wili come out”
o “Twillnot betray my country;. M.
o yeiied toreporters while bemgw
~-gway to the headquarters of the Phliipplne
‘National Police-Anti-Tilegal Drugs Group

- wpon his arrival in Camip Cranie Friday.
Asked if his arrest was the result of
stepping on the toés of sorhe influential
peopie, Marcehno seud_ some genérals

- sald Marcehnaf cre
sionalism’ in mwtary
uzxtamwd -

I wis ik bk en'T w_a‘s chl&‘i‘ o

.Iqarp from late 2012 up to about mid- -

J 20147 Ano said, addmg fhat he was

- “straightforward” and “sincere” in aerng
hisjob .

After Marcelinds stint with tbe ;mfp
e went back t: his mother anit at the

*Navy and later took up the General Staff

Course inside Camp Agi'maiuo
While studying. Marcelino continued
to gather informatior: relating to the il-
“legal drugs operations throagh proper
;'Coordlnatmn with various intelligence

r;ce zhmaned

uziits.
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."_‘§_groupiefrenegade_Moro"’
o ._;'gu rrillas pomted to-the :

| "ﬁ_has Vowed to put up an
armed = resistance " to
' guemﬂa attac:ks i

- frhrough épokesperson Abt Mis-:
! Mama_ﬁ; sa1d the BIFF b ‘eved-

AT --n:uhtary spokespers‘on,'
- however, shrugged of the alle-
gation; saying soldiers are to
" take action against the militia
“pnee its hideout is known, .
' Matnia said despite having ap-
parently “sophisticated weapons,”
"Red God is not indmidating: -
.. -“There are only a few of
them " said Mama. -

If BIFF is not intimidated by
the military, which has far big-
ger firepower; what more Red
God, said Mama. .

“The military has tanks and vet
we managed to sustain our cam-
paign against soldiers,” he said.
. ARed God leader, who idend-
fied himself only as Brother
-Asiong, said authorities are
‘aware of the group’s existence.

i o e o i e e

Ay Core PUF;‘)(JSE- Serving the

~ T ?" G 1 Pl"':il'\l Iyee m il dpf, - e pere
E F’- £ Q AR."»‘;. :Igl ]\, ﬁrs ] nS - Liveat oGl Caly

: 'spokesperson for fhe mﬂ1tarys
“6th Dmsmn baseci in Magum—

3 eb:mg m}htary support: -
~“If there is anyone from our
: :ranks behind them, we W1H in-

vestigate,” she said. i
“We will not tolerate t}us
she added.”

- Méguindaniao

Gov 'Esmaei

: _;.Mangudadaiu said’ nobody is al
- Jowed to carty guns inthe prcfwnce
: 'unle authorized to do so: =

“They .could face arrest. Re~
member that a state of emergen-
£y is still in effect and we have
the current gun ban,” said Man-
‘gudadatu, referring to Procla-
mation Order No. 1946, which
then President Gloria Macapa-
gal-Arroyo had issued following

‘the Maguindanao massacre, and

‘of the gun ban in relation to the
_M ay ?IE:CUODS Jeajﬁ‘ey Malteng

mi- Totno. (0254505

Am 'ng howevef sa1d Redij-

nmads RPN n
Gaw-Dooe LOUEL vall. vt
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Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Ranking civilian, military leaders welcome 16th IB upon
arrival in Surigao del Sur

From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 22): Ranking civilian, military leaders welcome 16th 1B upon
arrival in Surigao del Sur

Rankmq cml:an ‘and military leaders gave the 16th Infantrv Battalzon ‘a field unit of the Tanay-
based 2nd {nfantry Division, a rousing welcome upon its arrival in Tandag City, Surigao del Sur

jast Jan. 20.

Surigao del Sur Gov. Johnny T, Pimentel headed the welcoming committee at
theTandag City Airport where officers and enlisted personnel of the unit arrived a 4 p.m. via C-130

cargo plane.
The former calied the deployment of the 16th infaniry Battalion to his province as "answered prayer.”

Pimentel said that since three years ago, the provincial government has been requesting for additional
troops to make Surigao def Sur a peaceful province.

"As they say, we cannot attain development without achieving peace. t hope that the deployment of the
16th Infantry Battalion will greatly contribute to the stabilization of the peace and order in this province,” he

said.

Capt. Patrick Martinez, 4th Infantry Division public affairs office chief. in a statement on Friday said
the 16th Infantry Battalion will now be in the operational control of their 402nd Infantry Brigade.

Pr:or‘ to :ts depiovment in: Sunqao de! Sun the: umt was stat:ened in.Oriental Mindoro.

Meanwhne 402nd infantry Brigade commander Col, Isidro Puﬂsnma reminded officers and emested
personnel of the 16th Infantry Battalion that it is imperative to respect the Human Rights, International

Humanitarian Law and the Rule of Law in the performance of their duties.

He also reiterated that their presence in the province is to protect and serve the people and the
communities.

http:}’iwww.pna.gov.phlindex.php?idn=1 &sid=&nid=18&rid=848297

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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Task Force Zamboanga gets new commanding officer
From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 22): Task Force Zamboanga gets new commanding officer

Col. Juvymax R. Uy was appointed the new commanding officer of Task Force Zamboanga during short
ceremonies Friday afternoon.

The said unit is affiliated with the Zamboanga City-based 1st infaniry Division.

He replaced Col. Nixon M. Fortes who is the concurrent deputy commander of the 1002nd infantry
Brigade which has operational jurisdiction in the provinces of Zamboanga Sibugay

and Zamboanga Del Sur.

1st Infantry Division commander Major Gen. Gerardo F. Barrientos, Jr. presided over the 2 p.m.
ceremony.

Uy held various positions at Headquarters Philippine Army, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City prior to his
assumption as the 16th commander of Task Force Zamboeanga.

He is a member of Philippine Military Academy "Makatao” Class of 1989.

hitp:/fwww.pna.gov.phfindex.php?idn=1&sid=&nid=18:d=849406
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declared: yfesterday> a day"afte' :
-He was arrested during a drig.
-ra1d m Mamla that ylelded_

3the pm:e Ij.have. t"' : 'mommg for mvestxgauon :
pay for: ‘doing my job for this - “Thisis also the price I have
to pay fot bemg passionate and

' country Restassured fh atl m}l-
never . betray this “pation;”. for my’ fove to1id this country, of :
i P just doing my

---.;Mamehno .an.
“ Marines,  told tep . sjob. prevail ” said
“left the Depanmem of Justice, antinarcotics

: yfeqter’lay MARCELINO/AH :

_'where he was také
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0 It took hours for Marcelino to: tained while: undergomg pre—-_-

‘obtairi a certification from the.- liminary investigation.:- L

~ Philif pme--'Arrny’s Intemgence B '_Villanueva_set the first
thath )

and PDEA officer

crystal meth), _chemicals aﬂé:'-'-SPOkespmon for ‘the - Philippine
' ;;_drugmthe Sta, Cruz apartment.

“lanueva told Marcelino thathe
could be readily: released if he’ ‘that he was ‘authorized to oper-.

" oratory. Such an_ order would . was to0 ‘broad, and he wanteda

.conspiring

possessmn of ﬁiegal drugs
‘Police and PDEA agents, seized: -

64 Kilos of shabu (also known: as

of pramding

" But Chief Insp. _ b _
B hss:stan;s asa mlhtary mteﬂlgence ;

equipmert for making the ﬂlegal ~National Folice Anti-llegal Drugs: . -
Group (PNRADG); sald__the Amy

ertif
“ 7t did not categoncally_ ]

Diring the proceedmgs Vi

. : part :
could show an otder authoriz ' ate [in Manila],” Merdegia said. '_'_'PDEA and on the partof: :
ing his presénce at the drug 1ab. o Villanueva said the document - forts 10 help in curbing ﬂlegal-.

Cdrligs inthe country;,” hesaid, -+

prove that he was there on, an"'_ tnove - explicit - cemﬁcatmn - iRe Hed by phone, Marc_ehﬁo s'.-
; _;Marcehno agreed o remam de—- _'.forme _ PDEA boss rcnred Gen

&

_offic1a1 rmssaon
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o never’ asked help frorn us;’
- said Samnago recallmg fam

_ support” f-rom Ma
~do Afig, chief of the Ph'_ ppine
", Army, dunng the inquest
~Gardiola ald the statement did .

,-hlsformer top agent’éhonesty - Afo- “vouched for {Marce €
o can. vouch for him: [On] 1o s} integrity.” : _ nalé Villasanta, PAOCC execu-’
"Afio sdid, however that h1s_ - tive director, said in‘a statement

“official | relationship” - with' _'releasedbyMalacanang With

upright. :
¢ tions wheri he [needed} mon- ; ‘Marcelino-ended when he left . reports from Jaym' T Garn ll
i_'ey o help hlS farmly _but he ‘the -military intelligenice ‘ser- anlekko thon :
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HERDLLSE Lhlde

i.'_,9165 also known as the Com-
~ prehensive Dangemus Drugs

~and claimed he was onl_‘,_m'ithe :
f:";habu iaboratory because he’
“was:;on & secret missiol sanc-
 tioned by’ the military.
[ 20#] can honestly: say and :
_loek'you in the-eye, T was just
““doing my job » an emotional:
' jMarcehno told reporters m_an

: _3Marce}mo added. .
1 "He saidthathe recelved the"

Bk mlssxon order frofthe Intelhw
~ gence Service, Armied Forcesof
the Philippinies (XSAFP) _

o Marcelino also: nam
dmpped Philippine . Army chi
Lt General Eduardo An

e was Just there kasi w
are ‘verifying information that.-:
‘we got, we stiil don’t know ano
n.eron sa bahay na yumn.: “We
‘werd ‘there fo check on. the ;

_info,” he said. 5

.But Afio said “There isno.
ofﬁc:al line ex1st1ng between-
ass _

¢ was hls boss When I was s
chief, ISAFP Lt. Col. Marceling -
wasmy field contmander based
‘in Lagutia. He was’ very effec-

" tive then and he'was accom-
‘plishing s1gn1ﬁcant tasks. He

even facilitated the capture of
a key target during that time,”
Afo sald in a statement:

'-rxty,”

Marceimu pe ormanr:e dur—j.

Marcelmo mszsted tha

neverbetrayed the country. -

. maan s matinding pagsubok,
“security of your loved ones ‘at,
stake, your futire, careet, life;

your reputamon is bemg put m:

oo bad ilght na alam mo naman:

o 1t f'ginagawang

. payformylove of thls country, o 'masama magiging emosyonal-

" and our future dahil sa drugs _

. “Kahit sinong tao kapag du-

“ka naman talaga,” he said..

«I'can honestly tell ¥ ou 1

"can never betray our country

Neéver,” he added.

- For his part; Vﬂlanuéira ar—'

. deréd Marcelino'to show proof

_ thathe was doing covert opera-

i Gadhe.al mju.u 12@umaioon

“phone call and let

: telimg someone in: the othér
s hne that he needed the m1531o

35, Manila stemmed ot an'm-:._'-
! telhgen report they 1 received:

:recewed through the conduct of
A series of surveﬂlance opera- -
- tmns : the PNP declded that 1t 3_

tion when he: was afrestedina..

drug bust but the Army c colonel .
could 1mmedaate1v produce--
a rmssmn orcier :commg from

5. the person behind: the

. Group, said the raidinside No:
5:-__1 Block 7 Lot 6, Mahogany

cember 16 on the ﬂlegai :

ed by udge! Femando
of the Manila:Regional
. the PNP swooped

5 j' down the storage facility where -
they found two peopie, one was
'_seated imaconch. i

The may seatedinthe couch :

_Was noother than Marcefino of
. the! Phxhppme Marines. The
 other man with him was Yan. -

- Marcelinoinsisted then that
tie was part of an intelligence
and surveillance operatmn

" against a drug syndicate.
- The Marine officer also
_claime ‘that he had a case:
" operation plan’ (coplan) to sup-"
" port the claim but he faﬁed to _
" 'show one: " i '

""‘,!... pney g
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) ot and has never-:f-. :
_been an-operative detailed to’ .
-__th‘e-PAOCC » Gen. Reginald
o Viltasanta, :PAGCC executlve :
: _director_ sald na statement
5 celino,’
. (With. a repoﬂ: from Madel S
_ .Namat) . S
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: ’che MILF has a presence and
. wields some form of author-
“ity. They ‘will be in a posmon'..
~to sécure the NGCP tuwers,

inigs of transs
“the ! Nahonal Grid: Corp of the i

Philippines shotil

“The NGCP has recorded at'least
18 _aﬁ:acks of 1ts transnussmn’: :

_ Escudero said

- “There can be no better tlme-;'

-_couici be: addressed- by the -
. MILF sinice many of its officials.
-and members ‘have ml_atlveq-

claims’ and zonal probiems*z

which have kept the NGCP
from' throwing a more reliable

blanket qecunty around 1%3 tow~ .

ers,” he'said.

i i s
“Rico ngho Bmay 5 spok'

- man for political concerns,:
'xdmsazd_ﬂle GV

legal action against those pre- -
- ventir gﬂwrepaxrofthe oppled
- lines:
“"If there are valid aims,
pav them: Otherwise take legal
action fo enstire the government .
| is able to exertise its eminent -
- domain powers,” he sa.td .
L Marvm_Sy,}an 7

!
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'_ : presxdentaa] spokesman for politic
_aftalrs,"said vesterday_as Helaid-ot:

o . “Vice Pres:dent Bifiay beileves. . power and energy,‘i and (5) Wlder
: fho mlhtary and_pohce should flI‘St_ . energy’acoess, through compketwn

of eioctrzflcatlon program

_' :'NGCP tramm:ssmn‘lmes and power = competent poople m’ the _enorgy
: fac;ht:es to avmd bombmg onthese -department to avoxd any power crigis.,

- préventing t]lEIG]I}d.[I‘ of 1l so_ ne.
" and equipment,” he added. -
"2 Moreover, Quicho said right-of-. seemmgmacnon
~ way issues most also be prnperiyi_ -7 “Thisis not the time t,o watch:
addressed. : : 'from the sxde}mes fence—sfc and
ONTf fhere are vahd clalm‘; to be : _waxt for . people o cooperate.
paid, th_on pay them, Otherwzse i Governmeni‘ must ta.ke charge and

:'_:'mbmtut'e eg action to ensu that

nght -of: way.” he sard _ b taken any firm actmn n helpmg'
* “We “cannot “just appoal for the people of Mindanao who have
: 3cooperamon Government must- langiished in darlmess every summer
" take the'ball’by its Hornsand act - beeause of the multiple conflicts and
on the problem,” ke added. .= issues Telating to the Mmdanao
. 'NGCPpreviously warned that - power sttuation,” he added,

the Mindanao grid may coliapse dué .. The Vice President rued that
tos the oontmued ‘refiusal of o i-whﬂe Aqumo and Energy Seoretary_
landowners to _allow entry to Jericho Petilla asked Congress for
_linemen whe will repair toppled ~ emergency powers last year when
transmission towers. . : it seemed Luzon would experience
- Binay unvejled. earlier h;s power supply shortage during the
. energy platform for Mindanao that  summer months, the administration
ajms to guarantee longterm never sought similar legislative

energy supply and security. imtervention for Mindanad,
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enorca freed on bail,

sees 99 more libel cases

By NON ALQUITRAN

Former Iglesia ni Criste (INC) minister
Lowell Menorca yes‘rerd av posted P20,000
hail at the Manila Regional Trial Court

for two libe] suits he faces at a court in

Marawi City and Lanao del Norte, both
in Mindanao.

But Menorca said-he might face 99
more libel cases as members of the Society
of Communicators and Networkers (Scan)
have reportedly sworn to file complaints
against him in their own localities for
earlier claiming on TV that the INC uses
Scan as its death or hit squad.

“All they want is to continuously

harass me, suppress me,” Menorca said
“rover GMA Y.

“recommiended yesterday either anaward

Chief Inspector Arsenio Riparip also

or & commendation for the three police-

men who arrested Menorca on Wednes-

P A

I OFFICE OF THE ARMY

: .=da}’.

Riparip, Manila Police District gen-
eral assignment and investigation section
chief, denied writing the recommendation
but later admitted to “hiding it” after The
STAR secured a copy of the document he
signed.
~ 7In his letter to MPD director Chief
Supt. Rolandoe Nana, Riparip said the
act of Police Qfficers Arnel 5antos,
Dennis Ramos and Samson Sison in
arresting Menorca was justified and
Jawful since it was backed by a warrant
issued bv a Lanao del Norte Regional
Tria}l Court. *

“The fact thai the arresting officers
were in civilian clothes was justified. ..
and there were no indicative proofs dur-
ing the apprehension that they were carry-
ing theirissued firearms,” Riparip argued.

He denied the INC is pressuring the
MPD and his recommendations were
tinted with politics.

When asked whv he tried to hide
recommendation, he only smiled.

~Nana said he would study the recom-
mendation and send it up for the board
to consider,

his

Meanwhile, the INC called on the
military leadership to look into what it
called “highly irregular” security given
to Lottie Manalo-Hemedez, the expelled
sister of executive minister Eduardo
Manalo.

Edwil Zabala, INC spokésmany, tears
that Hemedez's continued use of military
personnel might endanger the lives of the
security guards the church hired to safe-
guard its Tandang Sora property.

“The reports that Hemedez s being
secured by soldiers need to be looked into
by the proper authorities, especially since
former military personnel have already
been seen providing security for Mr.
Angel Manalo, Ms. Hemedez and their

'-3_group,”-said Zabala. .. ..

Records show that in October last year,
Hemedez's lawyer Trixie Angeles was
accompanied by former military men in
an attempt to enter the INC compound in
Tandang Sera.

Prior to this, Oakwood mutineer and
dismissed Army captain Nicanor Faeldon
also tried to enter the same property. Fael-
don was a former client of Angeles, who
represented the Army officer when he
was charged for his participation in the
Oakwood mutiny in 2003.

Zabala claimed the assistance provided
by Faeldon and other dismissed military
personnel “lend credence to reports in the
medsa that there are documents that prove
¢hat Marines are being used as escorts by
these expelled INC members.”

“Our security guards don't stand a
chance against Marines. What we want to
avoid is people getting hurt in the course
of doing their jobs. We hope it does not
come to that,” said Zabala.

According to the minister, if proven
that the armed guards of Hemedez are
active military personnel, then “the AFP
should impose administrative sanctions
as our armed forces should not be used
as anyonc's private army” - With Rey
Galupo, Ed Amoroso, Ghio Ong
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response _
- which was latid down_ by the_ Forhis part Indonesian 1_1_1”' ter fo _
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" deliberated o1
- to declare the
Cooperation Ag
L wrote ab
“Gravel's warn 1 his petitior
' tervention filed through Filipinola
that the EDCA could léadtowar. .-
" The arrangement, according £0 -tgé " 4 Innovating ih o1der 10 ]
Amnerican senator, was meant to provide o bty gaps’ in.
e ng pad 2 (20 e emergng ik [0 L
 supposed campaign to Contai TSng LI wing ballisnc missile ke 10
i torward bases (the .
‘the Phil-:
jes under.

& entails, among others, eriergizing
rapid platform evolution;” developing.
dvanced long-range missiles, funding.
¢ missile defense ‘concepts,
litional air combat systems,.
(Americ ‘& undersea advan-.

military presénce in Asia-Pa

: naf’-:It‘éoul_d'agg‘_riavaii]genswn_s.in;A?ié*’ American ships and forw
e growing: Fon f--W'a_’;éf'OVéf:._the_:S:ogf_ch piaxmed _agreed locations
"China Sea. He invoke the “Thucydides - pryc
;, Arap: .-fimi-_relferriﬁgf?tb"iﬂ?ej 'aﬁe?gﬁaﬁ;?’aﬂggr iad
" of war w. en a HIsing power lina)tivals . jpnoosing nter”
- a ruting power (US) -~ asevidenced by 12 ﬁ%%imﬁﬁcfﬁ e e
'_Wars__regofded Fial world history.: it o Aﬁlongi’ﬁhe SIS studs
* America, Gravel said, 1s “sKIrURg " recommendations for muscle
et 56 close to the Thucydides rap/ 18 Agia-Pacific are to inérease su
pbljﬁcalleaders}ﬁp unabletoeverse the  yegence, deploy ore nuc]
trajectory. However, the SC rejected his - £ viarines in Guam, continu
e ot b hod o legalstanding 5y i operating locations
B ntervene in the case. Voting 1041, 4
Y declared the EDCA consti- 1 cision munitions, and en
fitiomal. . S ligént:e; L irveillance and o
Now, two recent reporis emanating .o, peration with regionial allie

2 ] 5t pat C

ears, the study projects, “thewo
‘witriess the largest shift in the global dis®
fribition of powersirnice the rise of the US

" in‘the late 19th and early 20th'centuries”

: _Ax_jxdifwiﬂﬁﬁ'rtha%pemd_chmasm-passes-
- the US as the world’s largest economy,
It ark the fitst time in centliries:
rid's ecoﬁomjigj'1e"e‘xdé1{'v_\_r'i'll'b'e

St et e snd

“ron-demo

‘atic:

- #Of course these are
5 A cIRanhat allies, ‘the study hastens to add, intimating the
from Washington appear ¢ -bl.ltt.r?-ss © In all these, one can discern h We-’fh?'; ‘scenatio may change if its re'coxm_n_end’af

o some major ifs,”

Gravel's warning. = . SN philipping : EDC
- ‘One report, b? the British Guardian, is Iﬁgﬁéﬁ%??&%ﬁﬁﬁggé%eme of thingsb
and International Studies; commissioned -cn%‘r}: e i P
by the Pentagon .Iic.g?geﬁﬁmgnc'aﬁtofigx - Chinese and North Xore: ‘Department to modernize America’s
1’;5}1111 ilitary mggc ¢ 1;: _mg}—_tam ¢ - in are routinely challenging :th‘-_’,:"-‘?_r - " current stockpile of niiclear weaporis
light of .‘ts,,fiﬁ. ;?g that .mit_l %IY goffeé of US security commitments,” the study by tirming these into smaller arms with
in Asiz '15}1 suitng ?18 ;-l-n;- : ?f 1}(1 ? notes, “and at the current rate of US lesser tinclear-power yield but more reli-
States.” The study V;? SEt esy ]efi_o a _g{apability'-develc')pmeﬂt.f:h_e_:__ba ance of “jple targeting capabilities. The plan has
debhc hearing by; € d gngtelgrmebllser— military power in the region is smitmg . - spatked a debate amiong key military and
ices committee, headed by Republican  against the dominant superpower. “Ro-  civilian defense officials and criticisms:
Ser}fi{?gél ’}’if:sc‘lle? 1;}élcific I.{e.bala'ncé" 2(}25 bust funding is needed o nnpl_gmgnt_’gl?  from scientist groups: -
- AN ing, more 1 dor - R
Capability, Presence, and Partnerships,” rebalance;” meaning: . e
the stady outiines four elements for US
military buildup. These are the following:

.. The other réport, by the Internationl
- New York:Times, pertains to a proposal
" py the Pentagon and the US Energy

jssup-  tions were to be-carried out.
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. THe proponents clam that improving:
the existing weapons: fulfils President
: Ob:ama’_s'_'plé;grge_'_jﬁ_o%j’cqf produce new.
“Bicleat armaments and stll makes their -
{ ' oly because of the threat they
itics cournter:

30 yeacs. It's

s -and pretis

‘Russia has denounced ﬁi‘e program as
* “irresponsible” and "operly provocative”
and Chir a_'is_'repbﬁEdly_:WG;ﬂed; over the

ipped cruise missile: (China’s
enice force allegedly in-
d conventional ballisti

‘Federation of American

 that the claimed high accuracy an

nat tne 18CCl and low-
 destructive settings of the new weap ons,
! caninduc Ihilit_ar;y_:bo'mman'dé_r_s_:fq 1use
~themin. an attack, simply because of
as xaﬁéé's".thatﬂthe-_i‘adi_qac'ti{r_éiffall{_)_ut
 collate 'géwould-zbe_ﬁini_tedaﬂ
 I¥'s truly disturbing to contemiplate
how thiese developments in _strategy’
© and arms modernization ‘¢ould drag us
o to another US war, once the EDCA is

ailicom
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' agreement ¢lausesin the Edea
i tice: really --mean'-'

10, us; deep ih our hearts we
- kaow that thu; 15 not so. Will &

s 17 think: US President” . S
““Barack Obama in his last visit - na by highilighting our depe - CooptatlonAgreement .
has alteady disabused’ us of dence on'the United States. - SR, MARYJOHN :
““that illasion {deliision?). Tre- I think it would becloser to™ = ' :
g find it ironic that We assert:: the truth to read. Edca as En-......
our sovereignty rel ative to Chi- - hanced Dependence and‘-.j-

‘Bdca prov1des more advantages than -dfawbacks

OPPONENTS ‘OF the Enhanced Defense__ - The Edca is leg1t1mate and isin consonance

Cooperatlon Agreement or Edca should _Wlth existing international Taws and agree-.

bear it ‘mind that, on the whole, this new " ‘ments on mistial defense. We should pethanks

agreement with the United States has more  ful that the United States has come to our aid,

advantages than drawbacks. On ouf own, sincerely. Besides, although the agreement has

we would have a hard time securing our ‘been signed, it is still being. reviewed—to satis-

coastal waters as this would be so costlyand | fy criticisms andto’'see if it has viclated amy

demand more tesources from our govern- law, which is most uniikely. :

ment and the Philippine military. ‘With - Edca is good fot the Philippines considering

Edca, our naval ships can more easily deter - our engoing dispute with China. Let’s all ook

any incursions near our shores and shield at the benefits Edca brings us. _ . -
‘ Filipino | fishermen from harm and harass- S ANMUEL TENORIO,
ment by hostﬁe couniries. o . samueltenormSOs@yahoo com mEmE
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G naghagulatan-ang mga Eeasaiuﬁﬁyan_ at
g Philippine Drug Enforcement. Agency PDF;
10 drug r: idsa Sta _Cruz Manii_ i

s sasyon o agencsz hindi’ pa;
. Ayon'pa sa kanya, di: mya agagawang. aydurin ang bansa

- Sa ganitong lagay, | maranung tanong ang nabubuo sa’ _
'sg_hamahaifan lamang na’ isinagawang drugraid = s
o Tila palawipan ang pangyayanng ito dahil aminado’ ang PDEA at mga :
- opisyal tia mismong Rasama sa operation na ‘maganda. ang record ni Mar-
s cefmo {alo na sa kapanahiina; dating PDEA Director General Dionisio

© v Si Marcelino pa INg tip sa‘ka akaﬂang k
g bzlyong ‘halaga'ng shabu sa Camiling, Tarlac t 2
_2 Ngunit, nagulat sila’ nang bulzsan ni M TCH
_~nzlansg target, ¢ - : Rnie
i Avon sa-NBI Narcoucs head agent kabahgtaran o, ng Izamiang inaasa::
- han dahil makikitaan ng’ isang pagiging mabuﬁng lider:si Marceling at

nanmi\vala sila na malaki ang’ naiambag niva pagdatmg sa’aniis drug’-
campazgn = Sha _ .
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ONLINE NEWS
23 JANUARY 2016
indanao military forces reshuﬁﬂed to defeat

FF, Abu Sayyaf —— S

By Roel Parefio (philstar.com) | Updated January 22, 2016 - 4:16pm

ZAMBOANGA CITY, Philippines - Military special operating units have been reshuffied fo defeat militant
groups such as the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) and the Abu Sayyaf group, according to

ranking military commander.

Lt. Gen. Mayoralgo dela Cruz, commander of the Western Mindanac Command (Westmincom), said they
have set May 2016 as a time frame for eliminating threats groups based in Central Mindanao, including

Basilan and Sulu areas.

He said some special operating units have been dissoived and integrated to others to maximize its
strength in the operations.

Dela Cruz said among the special units that was dissolved include Task Force Zampelan {(Zamboanga
peninsula and Lanao) that was created to track down and neutralize Jemaah Islamiyah (Ji} miiitants.

He said they haveretained-and-intensified the:strength of the-Joint Task-Force Cenfral.to run after the
BIFF while the Joint Task Force Zambasulta was assigned to pursue the Abu Sayyaf group.

“The two special units were retained to accomplish the mandate given by our Commander~in~chief
President Benigno Aquino 1l to defeat the BIFF and Abu Sayyaf groups,” Dela Cruz said.

He said that if they fail to meet the May 2016 target, they would review their operational plans to
determine where they fall short and maximize best practices for next year's operations.

Dela Cruz said they have no exact figures yet of the BiF+ while strength of the Abu Sayyaf m Basilan and
Suly had been reduced.

Based on reports, factions of the Abu Sayyaf group are recruiting new members following the series of
operations which neutralized a big number of its followers.

Dela Cruz said they would be able to rescue the remaining kidnap victims once they have defeated the
Abu Sayyaf group.

“That’s one thing we are doing we can safely rescue the kidnap victims who are still in the hands of this
group. Of course, if we defeat them perhaps it follows we rescue the kidnap victims,” he added.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




Army vision: By 2028, a world-class Army that is a source of national pride.

Army Chief vouches for integrity of Marine officer nabbed in
Manila drug-bust

From the Philippine News Agency (Jan 22): Army Chief vouches for integrity of Marine officer nabbed
i KT drug-bust o

Philippine Army (PA) commander Lt. Gen. Eduardo Ano has vouched for the integrity of Marine Lt
Col. Ferdinand Marcelino who was arrested in a drug-bust in Manila which yielded Php320-million
worth of shabu or methamphetamine hydrochioride on Thursday.

In a statement forwarded by PA spokesperson Col. Benjamin Hao, the Army commander said he
rcan.vouch for the integrity” of the apprehended Marine officer,

"l was his boss when 1 was Chief ISAFP {Intelligence Service Armed Forces of thePhilippines).
{Lt. Col.)'Marcelino was my field comimandeér based in Laguna. He was very effective then and he

was accomplishing significant tasks. He even facilitated the capture of a key target during that

time,” the PA Chief said.

"Qur official relationship ended when 1 left ISAFP on July 25, 2014 to command the Compostela
Valley-based 10th Infaniry Division,"” Ano added.

"After | left ISAFP, | learned that {Lt. Col.) Marcelino went on CGSC (Command and General Staff
College) and continued giving information to ISAFP and the Army under the principle of
information sharing which includes information about drug syndicates and other criminal groups,”

the PA commander said.

Ano added that he is aware of Marcelino's personal crusade and conviction to fight drug syndicates.

hitp/iwww.pna gov, phiindex php?idn=18&sid=8&nid=1&rid=848504
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Ex- ISAFP chief on Marcelino: No official line between
us

Bv: Frapces Mangosing
G FMangosingiNG

G5:51 PN January 20nd. 2016

Army chief Lt. Gen. Eduardo Afio said there was “no official line existing” between him and Lt. Col
Ferdinand Marcelino, who was arrested on Thursday in a drug bust operaticn supposedly while doing

intefligence work.
On Friday, Marcelino mentioned at an inquest proceeding at the Department of Justice that Afio was his

“handler.”
Marcelino was arrested by combined operatives of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency and the

Philippine National Police in Manila, a surprise to the security forces community as he was a known drug
buster of PDEA in recent years.

He claimed he was doing “legitimate” work.
But the Army chief refused to comment on Thursday’s incident as he did not know the details.
 “We can't judge him either,” he said.

| Afio was chief of the imeuigénce Service of the Armed Forces of the P'hil'ippineé (ISAFP} in 2014, where

he worked with Marcelino.
“| was his boss when | was Chief iSAFP, Ltc Marcelino was my field commander based in Laguna. He

was very effective then and he was accomplishing significant tasks. He even facilitated the capture of a
key farget during that time,” Ano said.

The former intelligence chief also vouched for Marcelino's integrity and that he had been a witness {o the
latter’s “personal crusade and conviction” against drug syndicates.

Afio later headed the Army’s 10th infaniry Division before he became Army chief last July.
“Our official relationship ended when 1 left ISAFP,” he said.

He assured the public the Philippine Army will cooperate with concerned government agencies when

needed.

Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.




