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Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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mistic that Cong
: OPE&. the: Bangbam"oro Basic
Law (BBL). that will: {reate
San, autonomous Bangsamoro
region v Mindanao: -
MILF peace panel chamnan
M{}hagher Igbal said there
wareszgnsthattheBBL _o_uld:_
notbe pasqed and there would'

STOE T AREY CHIEF PUBLIC AFTAIRG -

. sessmn towardq Tuesday and Wednesd )

: the government and MILE”

hopmg this will pass. If the BBL. doesn t'
" pass, T think we're back to zero.

. that's another
Turn to Page 5
" raise the BBL with the riew administra-

~tion because of the Aquino’ government's
- failure to do its obligation on the peace

; ...-csali,c;:;rr:

; “be frustra’non in the ranks of the MILF. But
- the MILF wouid still pursuc he path of

‘not enacted

"'quorum
House of Representatives this afternoon

ed *zhese thr :

- “I'm rio longer ophmmhc buf I itk sﬁii-.

“Biit in terms of the peace process I_

- :don’t think we'll be back to zero, except if
-anew president would: adopta war policy, .

“he added
“Igbal. also said that the MILE

[:r,-‘: Ce e e ies it 73 W..‘H,-..Q!’-";'.
PEEETY A IS I ] 2R LTI LA

"fPUbhﬂC :eﬁrmg‘i on the BB.L 40“”n ﬁie :
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e
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: process -
Government peace panel chairMiriam:
_-CoroneI—Ferrer said both the House and

id 15 in the Sena’ce

_ 'hatever 'ercewed_ifiaws they v, '
draft BBL since: these are all within' -

their powers: But they cannot accotnplish
_the task if they are not inside the sesswﬁ -
~ hall durmg deliberations,” Perrer said.. -
2 "There s still 'a slim chancé that the.'_'

BBL will pass this Congress. But if it
doesn’t,itis up to the next administration -

“and the MILF how they will deal with -
‘the matter. B

& course, we very much
ass’ on a soluton rather ‘;han a-

refer t

n P

“problem to the next president, so we are
still trying very hard to get our 1eg1slators )
‘ _on board ” she added. - ..o

SO ST N i i At
SL-UnBL Logal hUEL BN
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-~ commandos dead at the hands
of Muslim guerrillas |

uld t

Aqﬁiﬁb }?éste:fc.l.éy. poéthu.rno'us.l.y awarded two

- Medals of Valor to two of the 44 slain SAF troopers
= Chief Insp: Gednat Garambas Tabdi and Police
Officer 2 Romeo Cumanoy Cempron for exceptional

- heroism. . _ o _
-+ .In his speech, Aquino said he was wondering why
. justice has remained elusive for the fallen commandos;
~.adding he couldn’t help but compare the'pace of the
- investigation with that of the Boston marathon bomib-
- ing in the US. In the US incident, authorities were able
'to make the perpetrators account for their crime just

afterayear. oo o -

- “Like you, 'm gettmg ihipatieﬁ‘f'with the slow paéé :

of }ustl e in this country As they ‘Sﬂ)’,jHSi’lC{? deIayed

- Noyrempager- .

15 justice denied,” he said.

.- Also'yesterday, Aquino moet with familics of SAF
troopers after the ceremonies, according to Secretary
Herminio Coloma Jr. of the Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Office. =~ .~ N
Coloma said the President discussed with the
SAF families the implementation of various forms.

of government assistance, - .. -

i

- - He said Aquino has “instructed concerned gov.
ernment officials to exert all efforts to'extend the

needed assistance to the families.” .° _
Sarmiento, means.

Interior, S
; paliticize the .
andops, -

-~ Paolo Romero, Cecille Suerte FeIip’é : ;
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By Nash'B Maulania
i mdanao

t‘ne fields in Barangay Tukanali-
" pao whete elite police comman-
dos died in batt]e while on a mis-

" 'sion to get a wanted Malayslan
of fertile soil formed by the er-

"Fitic downstream ¢ourse of the

terrorist. -

Malumpﬂ Dagandalan who -

. owns the small farmland that -
“iyasithe scene of thebloodbathy
“says e tised to harvest 30 sacks”
- of corn grains from his field. He
doubts if he could even reap .

' four sacks, but for ancther rea-. .
< bill on & Bangsamoro attonomous

" son—rat infestation.
Dagandalan’s house was- hn:
- and damaged by an M-79 mortar

- bomb fired during the encounter
~ between mernbers of the 55th .
I Company of the Philippine Na-
~ticnal Police’s Special Action”

"Force (SAF) and armed foliow-
ers of the Malaysian terrorist
Zulkifli bin Hir, alias “Marwan,”
and rebels of the Moro islamic

A ANO Magumdanao. :
.~ Farmers are looking forward
F o their first corn harvest, a yeat
afterblood - literally sprinkled " g

Lzberatlon Front G%EF}

L five SAF members. were_’i-'-.:; 304 tons of corn’g
'_laﬂedeagandalazgsland ‘while the two encotinter site
‘nine others belonging to the 84th -
_,'company also died in ‘another
battleground 1 neatby Sitio Ino=: "
of. TheNIILFz‘eponed the death -

of 17 rebels anid thiee cmhans :

Fertile deita ,
“The places are part of a delta

Ala and Dansalan rive’rs"

the passage of whiat could be the
‘Aquino administration’s landmark

setup that seeks to end decades of
Moro insurgency in Mindanao.

‘Mayor Benzar Ampatuan says’

thzs year's harvest time for corn

: farmeis ‘comes dunng the week .-
“of commemoraung ‘the first an-
" niversary ‘of the Mamasapano

fighting. Erstwhile areas of con-
flict has furned to productive use,
including the clash sites, he says.

He about one- seventh of the usu-

-+ The dashsonaJan. 25,2015,
“variably called a- massacre and a:
- misencouriter, has put in doubt: -

_ mg o municipal agnculmre bffi

cer Modnka Masukat ' 'ThlS tu‘ne i

al vohime, blaming raf attacks.
In Sitio Inogog, where Marwan

“was killed, only 1.5 hectares of

cornﬁeid wz]l be harvpsted he
added.” . S

i.lvehhood ald _ ‘
- Tukanalipao .« vﬁlage Chalr._

Esmael Hasim says the woundeci

and fatalifies- among. civilians

“have been accoutited for by rela-
" tives . and authorities, and were
given. assistance.’ Livelihood :

packages were extended to them
by Mayor Ampatuan, through
the municipal social welfare and

' development office, he says.
The: officé. of . Gov.. MUJIV _

Hataman - of the Attoriomous’
Region in Muslim Mindanao
{ARMM) also provided tricycles
and gmall tractors with trailers.
The victims's relatives also re-

Fanners u's"ed to harvesti.-
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...cetved.cash assisfance in | intranch- .
eg from the ARMM'§ Hisnianitar-
an Eimergency Action Response el
“Team from its director, Ramil

_Masukat,” ‘and’ staff - mefnb
: Myma Jo Henry, Hasim says.
: Norham Dagadas, who o

: e MILF. leadersIup

400 bags of ¢ort seeds fromthe - pa
© ARNM. Department of Ag_rlcul-
a.

 wure and Fisheries; throtgh th
‘municipal agrmutture of
© But Hasim says there'had

beeri BO" replacement yet: for .

farmers who 16st aine work ani-
‘mals-—five carabaos and: four

cows—-who were hit by stray -

bullets ‘when these were Jeft

unattended following the sud-

: den evacuatxon of residents.

S!owfarm r'ecovery o

It was a nightmare for resi-

dents of Mamasapano, basically
an agriculture-based town, but

g 3‘1ons has P

Masukat says the farmers are

slowly’ recovermg Arom that:

" 5'fam:ry Division, says
has been back to no _al since the.

military’s all-out pursuit of Moro .
}:.:._ guerrillas involved i the carnage
__took oﬁf here and in the Mgm

through 35 eﬁgmeéfmg batt:al-.':
atmered w1_th the PNP 5

' mentmg mfrastructure pro;ects
such . as -barangay roads and.
school buildings in remote ‘areas,
mcludmg those in Mamasapano
andin nexghbonng areas.

.In deférence to the famﬂzes of

: the dead; off]clals and res1dents
it

- Mayor Ampatiian says, “foliow-
ing the tonsefisus ‘veached dur-

ing Mamasapano’s 17th found-
ing anniversary on Qe 31,
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’ Infantry Battalion commander, said
securify forces have been dispatched
to track down at least 10 NPA rebels re-
sponsible for torching the fleet of heavy
equipment which consisted of grader,
back hoe, dump truck and compact

NPAbxmrtmn eyed as mamie fnrl;f,.”
‘burning of mnstmctmn eqummem

roller The equ1pment w_er

~"AJ Construction Corp. which is con-

o NERAL . SANTOS ITY. =~ The
" military bas Tatmcheéd a manhunt against
‘& group of New People’s Army (NPA)
 members who allegedly I burned a fleet .
of heavy eqmpment owned by a pﬂvate-
contraci:' r while undertaking the con- -
“struction of a private airport in T’boh---.
i Southf-c tabato last Friday night.
. Lt Col. Ronald Jess Aleudia, 27th .

structmg the airstrip of Sumifro: Corp 5
amulti-national fruit precessmgﬁrmim
Barangay Edwards in T'boli town ;

“Police said atleast 10 heav:lyarmed
NPA rebels stormed the construction

' site inside the banana plantation owned
by the compaty and held the four secu-

rity guards-at gun point before settmg

on fire the heavy equipment Worth 20

million.

. Police'eyed extortion as the p0551ble
motive for the attack as the contractor
and Sumifro management had report

© edly received extortion letter from the

NPA prior to the incident. . -

mail.com - Tel no, {02] 845-8555 Local: 5285, 5285
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Coiding whe

_ comrm tte
dang?rous drugs is st

otal Rouh Bl

House FromPage 1

_hons must be’ cIeared bv a

'the doubt and accorded due
- single government agency to .

process.”

anthority at all,” Belmonte to
" The STAR “Nomatter how se-
~cret his mteihgem:e operation
may be — agsuming there was-
one — he must be reporting to
a higher atithority or official.” -

“The wa} Iseeit, he has no

- He said such an operation,

no-matter how secret, has a_
case study px:epared befc:re 1t:.

s latnched.

i ¢ also’ can t be that he xs:_'_.
5 undertakmg thisin his’ prwate

capacity because he is suppos- -
- the PDEA Special Enforcement

edly an anti-drug advocate,”
he said.

Anti-Crime and Terrorism”

through Community Involve-
ment and Support party-list
Rep. Samuel Pagdilac said

large-scale anti-drug opera-

SEpey CHEET

“avoid them being duphcated .

compromised or abused.
Pagdila

police Criminal Investigation

“and Detection Group, said the

‘surprising arrest of Marceling, . the misston,” Pagdilao said.

who was a former -official of . -
PDEA, in a shabu laboratory

in Manila last Thursday turmed. .
into a puzzling situation when -
* the Marine officer claimed that *
‘hewas conductmg intelligence -
opera’aons forthe govemment

Marcelino, former head of

Service, was arrested by com-
bined elements of PDEA and
the AIDG alongside former
PDEA interpreter Yan Yi Shou,

alias Randy.

The police team seized 76

- Lo

IR T T P

PURBLIC AFFAIRL - Do o0t e g

PRI

..o ment agen
formiet head ofthe - cor ' _
‘this occuts, should be ade in’

o Tl |U)wl

o k_tlos of shabu Worth P383 mll-
et __IIOn and a Toyota Carnry.

““Hig claims that he is on
“an mtelhgence operatlon may
be true, or may be false: A

cert1f1cat10n_ from a gove m—_
that is to be hpid

order t6 avoid compromising

- He called on the" Congnes-
sxonai Oversight Commitiee
on Dangerous Drugs toin-

-vestigate the incident,.and to
_determine the rieed for opera-

tionis simiilar to what Marcelino
claims tobe cleared by a smgle
government agency..
" The Senate tackled yesi er-
day the possibility of authoriz-
ing PDEA and other agencies
involved in the fight against
illegal drugs to wiretap calls
of suspected drug lords. .
PDEA director general Ar-

!n.;ll

S Rfage
SUTEIRL IR FE SR
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furo Cacdac adm1tted before}'-__-_._-
the Senate committee on public
‘order and dangerous drugs
“that authorities are having a

:hard tzm

lords _who woul

he drug lords a

.-:'.W”h h Hicit. tra_de prolifer

: Pl :
: dmg operahves, Cacdac said

.+ Cacdac also reiterated that:
-'the PDEA conduicted a legiti- -
mate operation when'its op-. -
eratives swooped down on'a .-
clandestine drug laboratory last -

week in Manila, which also re- .~ :
. vice reputation and his'work

ethicin:the military: hasbeen ...
“unduestionable until hisarrest
“by:agents-of the PDEA in- Sta g

sulted in the arrest of Marcelino

“and his alleged Chingse cohort.”
" Cacdac later told the com-
mittee ‘chaired by Sen. Grace
Poe that he was standing by his -

men and the integrity of their -

recent; operahons S
"He lamented that some are"

:.:a"bout being caught red “hand- i
&d with the drugs, which was

" imputing malice to the raid. -
. “I'vebeen professional all m

e pinning down big: Tife Iwillnotdoittoa brothe

fﬁcer,"’ Cacdac told’ Poé:
: _Marcehno msxsted tha

Service' of the Armed Forces
of the Philippines (ISAFP) ~a
aimdebunked by both Intenor‘_'
ecretary Mel Senen Sarmiento

and Armed’ Forces chlef Gen
Hernanéo Inbem

Good service record
“The AFP said Marcehno"

has maintained a good ser-

Cruz, Manila last week. -
. “We cannot judge as s of

vag Oon a special mission target—'
ing drug syndjcates, evenassert-.
ing he'was with the Tritelligence -

“strong,” Brig: ‘Gen Restituto’
. Padilla, AFP spokesman sai

- this hme There are many op-_’_ L
Brations Dccurrmg that have: =
-.:-deeper origiris ‘and basis 501
1n our case, we ieave it to the

af inthe enid the frathbelind
swill come out and the colo-
nel’s repltation will come out

Muinple military and PDEA

our_ces, meanwhile, corrected
ariols reports that Marcelino

“ivas nabbed red-harided inside ©. .
r_fhe clatidestine shabu laboratory. . .
" They said that PDEA agents -

'mltlally chanced upoin him-...
‘whilé on shadow sleuthmg o

outside.” .7 _
While Matcelino and a ’ap- .

sterwereinside; PDEA chief.....
‘Cacdac arrived and ordered:-'._-
hismieni to put handcuffs onthe:. - -
Marine officer. — With Chris- -~

tina Mendez, Jaime Laude

QOFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAJRS - Email add: oacpa.army2012@gmail.com~ Tel no. (02} 845-3555 Local: 5285, 5295

Army Core Purpose: Se%g ihe people. Securing the land.




- ot . .
[ A 5"7&-'hux’:’mrhﬂ it

31 G ,2

I

AARILE: GLLETIN

TEL KATION'S LLADING KEEPEAFLAR

:wce reput_a_tmn i very credi
thic :baqed o1 Whom” e :
ble, aswell

are man ope' tmns_occurrm _
and basis.

(PN) is determmmg:whether ornot:
the case against Marine Lt Col- Ferdi-
nand] Marcelme service- -relatedand.
] Lega} Ass;sta' e

'Attorney @TAA). .
2 Col Edgard Aravaie. PN Apoke!
i man, said’ only casés incurred by Na
'_personnel inihe performance of th ip.
duties are entitled to LAA'and. sothe |
PN cannot yet afford to extend the o

: i

LAA to Marcelino.
5 T ARNY CREF PUBLL ATFARE - B e Cgmnn ATV T “epng fip BARGEED L rrel DAL BFER
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 PRESIDENT Aq wino was infur;
- ated TEI’.'.{'OI‘iStS belongingt to:

af ‘Group. (ASG) ‘ha
. 1 car . bomb in _the _
.'hem g : 5 caﬂs_ _
i’ Jan. 23,2015, and’ had man—-" ‘his: role in' the ‘Special - Action

aged: o smuggle ﬁrearms 1nto_5'.'3 Force (SAF): operatzon 1o ge

the city jails Cyvanted  Malaysian “{eiTorls
?‘Tifgj Presuient ‘was reaHy Ziilkifli bin Hir, ahas Marwarn; i’

stk et

7 : : danao -

issed off that time,” a ranking - Marnasapano, -, Maguiil _

%\)!Ea}acanang ‘official - told - the . prownce, ! hlch resulteé in thle;; o
e L PNOY/AIL

| ENQUiRER 1ast week, addmg that‘

Frum page Al _ .

death of 44 pohce commando

_..Prom another Pajace official
and military sources, the INQUR-
ER. separately - ‘learned " that .on.
-Jan. 24,2015, Mz Aguinoiwas
to ﬂy to Zamboanga. the next’
day, Jan. 25, the birthday of his”

iate :{nother former Preszdent‘

tiation in- the' city:. The ASG

planned to spring out of jail Ben- .

_ zir Indama, who is the brother of

Abu Sayyaf leader Puruji Indama :

afid 56'other embers. .
. Ithad been only less than wo
years since the Zamboanga siege,
. where a factiont of the Mors Na-
. tional ‘Liberation Front {MNLF)
- led by Nur Mistiari, tried to take
. over the city, triggering the first
| urban commbat in the country in
{ years. The 2013 battle claimed
the lives of nine civiliafis, 18 sol-

diers, five policemen and some’

100 MINLF fighters. - -

one: rmhtary "ofﬁmai empha-
sxzed the gravity of the seciuity sit--

sumably to visit the grave of his.
mother at Manila Memonal

Parkin Paranaque City. - -

Day of car bombmg
- The  Jan.- 23 -car bambmg

'kﬂied fwo persons and injured

more than 50, That day, two
government assets had already
been monitoring the movements
of at least two suspected ASG
members, according to the
Palace official, and had even fol-

lowed them to an alley neat a

car wash station in Barangay
Guiwan, not knowing that a

- homemade bomb (IED or inpro-

vised explosive device} had been
planted inside the car parked in
front of a bus terminal.

Rlack smoke rose from the
vehicle for several mlinutes,
People thought it was only on
fire. Then the deadly explosion.

. The INQUIRER was told that~
the President “would+ ‘stay i
Zamboangd - only after’ Junch
and head back to Matiila, pre-

QFFICE OF THE ARMY CHIEF PUBLIC AFFAIRS - Emaif add: oacpa. army2012@gmail.c.

< In 1115 speech during gradua--
_tion day at the Philippine Na-.
tional Police Acaderzzy (PNPA) .

.on: March 26 last- year,. Mr.

~Aquino,- already’ reeling - from
the Mamasapanec debacle, said”
he- was indeed aware of the
counterterrorism’Gperations in
Mamasapano on Jan. 25 before”

_ _he left for Zamboanga City
- But the President said that he

- went ahead with his plans'to go:
1o+ Zamboanga City becauge -
“there was no urgency in the text
- messages” sent to him, without
~mentioning. .that these came

from then suspended PNP Direc-
tor General Alan Purisima.

‘Hardened site’ _

Mr. Aquino explained why the
security situation in Zamboanga
City was also critical to him: Af-
ter the 2013 siege, he had or-
dered that the city be considered

a “hardened site,” meaning it
should be doubly secured and
monitored,

“When' I amnived there, I was
shown pictures of a car that was
used for the bombing, together
with the house from which the

~ B5, 5295
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suspects came. There were surveil-

fance operations event inthe places -
i which the bomb was set off

days, it was ex-
that there ‘were no
s our meligence
< call ir—observed, acts

d sau
next

e hindered the full comp
e of what needed to be Bed
 This was why I also wanted 1
e the opporuunity o have 2
thdrbﬁgh_dis’cﬁssioﬁ_ with Mayor
Penig (Maria Isabelle): Climaco
(Salazar); in order ro-hasten the
| .'reh?ﬁi}i;aﬁol_"_l of affected com

Wboariga siege, and ‘yet; loca
. le-
A

On Jan. 25, President AQuiKO
left ' Bahay Pangarap- il Mala-
cafiang ‘at 8:30 am. for Villamor
‘Ajr’ Base in- Pasay City. - Before
boarding his chartered aircraft, ac-
‘companied by Defense Secre@ry
Voltaire Gazmin and then Interior
Secretary Mar Roxas, he left’ in-

- griricdons with the Air Force chief,

1f. ‘Gen. Jeffrey Delgado,  about
oiiindanao.”

“the operations in Ma

This caught Delgado by sut-
prise. After the President’s char-
tered plane took off at 9 a.m.,
Delgado checked what opera
tions the Commander in Chief
was talking about.

Andrews All
(EAAB) in 7amboanga City. at
10:25 am., Dresident Aquino
was accorded the usual arrival
honors and was welcomed by
Mayor Salazar and military and
police officials.

" was also in this room where
- Mt Agitiz o:veceived Dbriefing on

- agsistarice for residents who were
* displaced during the 2013 siege 1
the moming and the unplanned

" The . President and his en-
tourage proceeded 10 the con-
ference room at FAAR usuaily.

~iged by the-Aiz-Force for.pre-.

: fo'j_,flnd-'_it-_zinside a smalle

Over two: hours -into-.the
meeting, frazzled staff hegan
looking for a white board. They

flight debriefings. It ‘wag there:
swhere he stayed practically the:
“entire Jan.. 25, -except: for: the:

firnes that he went out of the fa-
cility with a huge entourage to.

yisit the blast site, the. injjured.

yietims i the hospital, the fu

- peral patlor for the wake of the

o fatalitiesand the city ja

the ASG bombing and the housing

briefing on the Mamnasapano, de-
baclé late in the afternoot. - e

 Wath the Presidentat the mori-
ing briefing were Gazrnin, ROXas,
Social Welfare Secretary Corazon
Soiiman, Budget Secretary Flo-
rencic ' Abad, National Housing
Authority Chait- Chito Cruz, then

- AFP Chief of Staff Gen, Gregorlo

pio Catapang Jr; ‘then: Western

- Windanao- Command . chief - Lt

Geri, Rustico Guertero, police offi-
cials, military intelligence officials
and Salazat.. . B
“The staff of the officials
stayed at the EAAB lobby, ready
with data or other materials

eeded by theit bosses. They
_éﬁgage'd"in'ca'suai tall

Gun smuggling in jail

As the meeting inside the
conference IOOM progressed,.
Mr. Aguino was getting irritated
at the faiture of the Bureau of
Jait and Management and
penclogy officials to explain
how the firearms were Smug-
gled in the city iail. _

He was also displeased by
contrasting figures berweent the
national govermment and city
government pertaining o the
rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion efforts, particularly the
housing projects for the thou-
gands of displaced families.

M , those atd
ere asked to make WAy

qums saw a breakdown of fig-

o ltwasa

" The President, with S0

an,

“Cruz and Salazar, stepped out .

and walked to thie smallez rO0I.,

They stayed: there for an hout,

 theit detention. ‘on the  white:
board while someone Scribbled

(Later in the day the I

: _gﬁdt_i’sihgfpmjéﬁt’m -

Tt was alrea noon. The
Zamboanga briefing took near:

ly four hours:. Most of the peo-

Iready past noo

ple had not had lunch, making

do with bisciits; ‘bottled water
-and Beng Berig chpgoiates.', i
jnspection trips

Before 2 p.mi., everybody was
told to board their respective

“vehicles for the President’s blast

: Sijté_.'iy}_épettiofr:-"aﬂd wisits to.the..
 ospital, the wake and the jail

whete Indama and theother.
_ASG members were detained.

- Justas everybody had settled in
their vehicles, they were made to
wait for over half an hout. The
President was still inside FAAB. He
squeezed in a late tunch of crab
and ¢om soup, and chips.. . .

s around 2:30° pm.

when the President got itiside
his whité SUV. Gazmin, Roxas,
Sotiman and other Cabinet
members rode a COASter that
foliowed the SUV in the convoy.
 First stop was the blast site in:
Barangay Guiwarn. M. Aguino
stayed there for ne arly 10 minutes.
He appeared to ask questions and
talked with the mayor and his se-
curity officials. He tooked around
the area with ripped signages and
twisted metal. _
From 3 pm. to 3:30 pm., the
President and his entourage visit-
ed the injured at Zamboanga
Peninstia Medical Centes, Western
Mindanao Medical Center and
7amboansa City Doctors Hospital,
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. parl
Cabinet members, .
“fan-as ‘they followed the Presi-:

At 3:40° P. m., he went t6 La
Merced Funeral Homes  and
'spent some 15 minutes condol-
ing with the families of the vie-

daé Mechcal Center.
was around 4 .. that Mr.
'-_Aqumo “and “his* entourage:
" reached Zamboanga C1ty I\!Ied1—.
: -'cal Center. =5 _ :

‘It wasnot & :lei_sure'ly'v'is s

ospxtals and the. 'fu 'erai
Everybody, 1 mcludm e
bers, walked or

“dent, making sure theywerein-"
side their vehicles, teady for: the
- hext destination, Before he: ot
into. Tis SUV and moved. s
The President and His mer ar-
nved at the city jail past 4 pam.
and spent some 20 minutes there.”
tiis convoy left at 4: 40 p m. and
headed bac.k to EAAB

Tensions - :
- Ifthe mood at th€ base earher

'. tbat day was’ light; it Was tense -

when the President’s entourage
atrived at4:45 p.m. Mz Aquino
and his security officials went
straight to the conference room
where the briefing on the Ma- .
masapane incident begat. -
At the lobby, a rmhtary ofﬁcsa‘i
toid‘ ﬂae INQUIRER that 35 SAF
§ i ivere

“‘Magumdan

Western . Mindanao Comsnand
(Wesmincom) was trying to find
out exactly what had happened.

Suddenly, there was & pré-
dominance of military and po-
lice officials at EAAB.

Tnitial reports said the SAF en-
countered Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters (BIFF) and
then ventured into a Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF}
camp, triggering another battle.

From the lobby and through a

. The official said™
- the reports were sketchy and the

*-,“-**tims Theﬂhe-pmceeded totm—w——wmefﬁ@ta%s, what- appeared t' : bn_ :
' aenal shots of a terrain: :

: for nightlanding. =

- President’s plane tock off He ar- -
rived in Manila. at-arotnd

glass window, the Presmlent;
showed a grim expression as he
watchéd, with his top security

“When  the" méeting ended, -
Roxas ‘and; Gazmin proceeded:
t0 ‘meet with businessmen’ at
Camp.. Navarro to; dzscuss the

- THe INQUIRER Jearned that-.‘ch
Preeldent had warited to fly.
Magumdanao that same. mgh

but was  prevailed pon by
- Gazmin and the pilots not to d
.50 because the Awang alrport i
‘Cotabato City was not equlppe

. The President then thought of::
staymg the night at Westermn Miri- -

.danac Command’s Camp Navar:

ro so that he could fly to Magum

" danao the ‘next day. Heinstead -

decided to fly back to Manila:
It was almost 8 p.m: when the

-pm. ‘and proceeded. 0 & restat-: .

‘rant to. continue his meeting on

the Mamasapano encounter with
Gazmin, . Roxas and otlier offi-.

" cials, The President had his ﬁrst

full theal that day at 10:30 panl -
" Mz Adquino no longer weit t'é '

Magumdanao the next day. Tt weas
- Roxas, Gazmin, - then PNP: ofﬁcer '

11t charge Deputy Director Geher-*

‘al Leonardo Espina, presidential
. spokesperson Edwin Lacierda and

Guerrero who arrived at Camp
Siongeo, headquarters  of the
Army 6th Infanrry Division. -

By then, 44 SAF commandos,
17 MILF fighters and three civil-
iang, including an 8-vear-old
girl, were dead.
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Mamasapano,” M

" toops were slaughtered 1
 bungling commando raid, Pre
“dent Noynoyhas not taken f

- sponsibitity forthe fiasco. o
s "'appeaSE.;the._famﬂiés:' of the

gal
- flooded.

“tially alleviate their sorrows.: “. -
-+ Just like a father who mistakenly’

.'.W'hips his child, realizes his:fault

: later, and then showers the toddler
- with tons of candies, making his’

 other children jeaious.

Is it hard for the President to say,

“Pm sorry” or “T'm responsible?”

. Remeriber 'thé_:*ma'ssacre_séf eight-

" Hong Kong tourists arthe Lunetaon
Alg. 93,2010, at the hands of their

" hostage-taker, a dismissed cop, and
- their clumsy rescuers? . -
- Up to now, P-Noy
. gized to the Hong Kong govern-

" ment for the bungled police rescue

~ which was managed on the ground
by his friend, then Interior Undez-
secretary Rico Puro. o 4w

It was Manila Mayor Erap who -
Hpologized for the Philippine gov-

" ernment, even if the city mayor
" then was Alfredo Lim.. .. .

. The markof a good leader is his
© ability to own up to his mistake.
Definitely, P-Noy is noi one.
‘What is most unfortunate is that

“where 44 police ‘elite

omitianidos, the President. - the citizenry.
d them with benefits to pat- the |
' cows: o andcontinues to give him high pop-
{larity ratings. ool PR

" Daang matagtag
eSS e
" But most Filipinos seem o been-
joying the bumpy ride. . PR
L KRR R PTIEVIRERY

hasn't apbidw _

hic Presidents irresponsible’ ways

Daang matuvl}i& ..{éﬁaight béth-
and narrow path), myeyel ...~

given to the SAF 44 families?

> The President makes one mis<
“take-sending elite troops into a -
“Tion's-latx, ‘as Davao City Mayor -
Rody Duterte puts. jt-—and then ' _ :
: 7 While their comrades were being’
“‘massacred on a cornfield, the other

makes another by spoiling ‘the
families of the slain commandos.
One of the SAF widows was
given P300,000 10 bankroll her
Internet café business in addi-
tion to a bucket of other benefits
from the Philippine National Po-

tseen t roxigh’._
~ surance Corp. (PhilH
ad nauseant.

" The mother of one of the
SAF commandos asked fc
- ‘was granted—the conereting ofa’
{bumnpy road),  fee : :
esieo o fhat cost the P20 million. o

. troops . -deployed 1
- apano—were just sitting or lying on
" a highway ‘when Army- reinforce::

m Tl no. (02) B45-9555 Local: 5285, 5205

of Health, P

feeder road in a far-flung village

- Sobra naman yan! (That's 100"

he has left out other policemen,  wh
soldiers and Marines who-were- e
 Idlled in--Mindanao -during his®
watch and whose relatives de-
“serve the same kind of benefits :

same benefits?

" Now that the heroism of the slain.
44 SAF commandos has been ex-

tolled, the survivinig:SAF troopers
who were sent to Mamasaparno on
the sarne mission should be i
gated for possible cowardice.

commandos-—there were 392 SAF
to . Mdmas-

ments arrived. _
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hg  January 2016

I.SHARE the view th the resumption of the Se
 ate inglry into the Marnasapanio tragedy is polit-
'-icaily'_'zri_d_tivated-,.b{;\t_nOt_thé’vieW.th"at-:this}tum_of_
events was unexpected. -

e vilanda

nt AqUino

‘controversy

First: “As more information emerges,
coming cleater that Oplan Wolverine {as

" This 1 how I understand the Socia, ; cleater that Oplan | s the op
Stations survey data. in ‘December 2013, Mr.~ eration was then labeled, even by the President]:.
Adtiinohad an ‘overall satisfaction rating of plits-was not désigned to succeed. It ig this failure that”
49 percent, with pius-50 percesnt or'more in Lu- - President . ' ]

zon outside Metro ‘Maiita; in Mindanao, and in: planned ‘and approved. the ‘operation sh
the Visayas which was still reeling from the su-’ held decountable for ... S e e
pertyphoot. ‘(Metro Manila; traditionally unfor- .- Second: “For this decision not 10 coordinate -
giving of incuriibents, cameéin at 22 percent.) . with the MILF (and; untit it was too late, with the .

Tt we consider lag time as a factor, then the : risks:’

G ' Ci Phﬂi_ppiné:Army) : gnd tflérEf_f_J're'raisiﬁg th ¢ risks
SWS survey would have brought ba i : theref
March 2014, the President was still at pliss-

of (lie éntire operation; Presiden '
ing statistically steady at” __e'rat_ic}niShotld'-also--be'he_ldfac_

Aquirio_and” his subordinates who
ould: be::

 Butin :
45, ‘with Visayas hold isti
pliis-49. {The bad news, survey-wise, came in in
the next Survey.). . - S e

(lie entire Aquinoand his
subordinates'who planned. _ :
“And third: “it'is his failure

e S necessary ‘exercise of violence that he “had ap-
. But the impactof Mamasaparno (the encounter, proved or encouraged of-welcomed ime with
happeried on Jan. 25 d year ago, and the news  the equally necessary stpport.” ol
‘ricded Gut the following day arid thea turned into" The- following week; in- “Patterns® of sin’in
4 flood by the time the President decided to attend - Aquino admin,” T tried o read the President’s third
4 factory inAugdration rather that meét the coffing - natonwide address on the Mamasapano tragedy,

. of the slain Special Action Force troopers). was . e one wheré he announced that he had accepted.

 dlear and obvious in the same quarter. The March sspended Philippine National
2015 sitrvey gave the President his lowest satisfac-" Police chief Alan Purisima, as'2 series of clues info
tion rating ever, of plus-11—with Luzon outsidé  his admiristration’s “systematic shorteomings.” 1
Metro Manila at an astounding negative-3, wrote then: “One reading: a deadly combination
Mr. Aquing has since recovered, as far as sur-  of legal-staff sloth and self-justifying pride.” .
vey ratings are concerned, but Mamasapano re- I do not think these shoftcornings rise to the lev-
mains his point of greatest vulnerability. el of an impeachable offense. There are no guarar-
In “What is Aaquino acgounta

the resignation of

hle for?” published - tees in war—excent perhaps that people end up

B
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cottt, even a guasi-court like
Senate, holding “that ' the decision
. known terrorist should not have bee

likely that the failure

mad
e and othets -

"to the Presidenit's election clo -
%9 he ol question from the US Senate hearing
o Watergate, the one asked by Howard Bake
willbe'the r"e'ctm'ing'.questidﬁtomét_r'pw:;_What_-di
the President kriow; arid when didheknow1t? o -
+0On the'issue of & plan designed 1o fail (some-
“thing that the brave officers in the DNP’s Board of -
Int;ui_ry;fsi_lgg'é'sted 41 theit: 'répoft)’;_,'.‘thé_:Pr_ﬁsid_'eﬁt i
(shrotgh his Cabinet secretaties) will likely be -
asked : repeatedly about. his “decision’ 10 ‘piace;
Purisima in charge, cven thotigh his old friend
- had alre ¢ rde:eé';_éuSp_én{_iéd;_-'az;d onth

& old que

Tajel Of
' existing agreements, of the Philippine Army, the '
President’s role will likely be probed. Whose deci- -
" sion‘was it to keep the Army ini the dark? Did the™.
“President kriow; or did he in fact make thecall?.
- On the issue of inadequate stpport (which, of ©
course; is related to the lack of coordination with -
~the Army), the President’s decision-making will
be scrutinized. What happened, ot did not hap-
pén, in Zamboanga City? .~ = O
1t will be a long day in Malacafiang tOmOTTOW, .
% k¥

 ordiriate with either the MILE in contraven

On Twitter: @fnery newsstand
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i
... NAH(;{;H(“UMNG Pmu.mcms TAGALOE a,g.ﬁyasa,

o

. 3 Marcelme na nanguiiguna pa fioon
__sa’mga pagsalakay sa high- profile -
 operations nang siya ang pinunc ng.

' Sinabiniya saraiding team na siyaang
- nagsasagawd ng intelligenee operations
- saFelx Huertas, Sta-Cruz, Mayrdla-Sa-
-kabilanito, dinakip parinsiyangmga.. [

_ Grotip (AIDG) Kasama ang Chinese
: _._.'nahenalmf.lYanShlShuo, alyas Randy.

© - nagkakahalaga ng P383 milyon. Inaalam
pa kungSIy'a ay sangkof ] hmdz sa ﬂegal '
T gawam

PAGTANAW A‘f PANANAW

|
|
;_--_t
l

- paglaganiap’ ng ﬁegai na dxoga 5a
ting bansa kung mismong mga militar

- atpulisay sangkotsa gawamg to. Noong.
isang araw, sinalakay nggatauhanng
* Philippine Drirg] Enforcement Agency .
~ PDEA
~Iaboratory si ‘Maymula, dakong 1:00
" ng madaling araw. Nagilat siia dahil
e natagpmnmla sa 1ugarang datz nﬂang' :
. hepe i

ang isang suspected shabu-
.

Ito aysz Marme It x,oI Ferdinand g

PDEA special enforcernent service (SES).

miyembro g PNP-Anti-Tlegal Drugs |

Angrakumpiskang 77 na kilong shabiiay -

N agdududé si Davan Cxty Mayor_ -

_: o _' Rocinga ‘Duterte 'kung ang ‘mga -
- imbestigasyon sa pagkamiatay ng SAF
" 44 gy rakasasagot sa mgakatanungan

upang lurmabasangkatotohanan.Sa Enero

" 27, muding bubuksan ang imbestigasyon
..+ - sakahilinganniSenate Minority Leader
. Juan Ponce Enrile. May bagoraw siyang

ebidensiya upang patotohanan na’

- may difektang kaugnayan si PNoy sa
" trahedya. Nakatakdang dumalo sina

Press Sec. Herminio Coloma, Executive
Sec. Paquito Ochoa, DND Sec. Voltaire

- Gazmin, National Security Adviser
- Cesar Garcia, ex-DILG Sec. Mar Roxas,

at PNP OIC Deputy Director General
Leonardo Espina, nimbitahan dinsiex-
SAF director Getulio Napefias at matataas

‘na opisyal ng mdlitar na hiningan umano

ng tufong noor, pero hindi nagpadala
ng reinforcement habang binabaril na
parang "sitting ducks” ang SAF 44,

. ‘mgakandidato sa pagkapangulosina

£8.00 | 1

Makakasamaparmsahstah;_m 5

- Sen Grace Poe at Duterte sa Kabila:
' hmkabarapnﬁangd;sqnahﬁcahencases g

- " Bokod sa kanila, ang kasama sa fistahan.
‘g pres;dent;ables aysing VPJojoBinay -

UNA; Sen. Miriam Defensot Santiago
ng People’s Reform Party, Mar Roxas ng
iberal Party, Mél Mendozang Pwersa -
g Masan Pitipino, Rep. Roy Sefierez:
ngParhdoManggagawaatMa'
orkers andPeasams (WPI"PMM) at:

: Da.nte Va]encna, h%dependent 8
. Sainyong iahat, sania ay manalokayo
: (Isalangangwmer} 4t maging tunay.’
- na leader ng atitig bansatia hanggang
- ngayon aynagdumsa atnag}uhlrap' :

)
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OFFICE OF THE ARI

=% pagkakamtmﬁ
copasapawa silaingikas
i nilang hperasyon ubaht

NAIPIT ngayon i 1t
Col::Ferdinand Mar--

celino dahil sa pagka-
kahuli-sa kanya at
isang Chinese nation-

al matapos silang ma.

‘datnan ng PDEAE

Ioob ng isang clandes~'-.' :
tine shabu. laboratory ..

sa Manila noong na-
karaang . Huwebes.
Nasabat dxn ng ating
PDEA law enforcers

ang 76 kilos ng shabu

na nagkakahalagang
humigit |  kumulang
-P383 mxlyon

-Bagaman: hindi natin -
. naabutan si L. Col. Mar—.
0L TANE Siyalay.s

celini

- mzitalaga sa-PDEA; ila~

ld natin:siva bﬁang ma-
buting asset ng ahensya,
dahil sa kanyang mga
nabalitang accomplish-
ment kontra drug syndi-
cates. Subalit Iahat ay
naguguluhan - ngayon
kung bakit siya ay nasa
looh ng isang laborator-
yo ng shabu nang ito ay
nilusob ng PDEA, na =1
yang naging dahilan up-
ang siya ay kasuhan ng
“conspiracy to manufac-
ture and posgession of
illegal drugs” ayon sa
Comprehensivé Danger-

ous: Dmgs Act of 2002, . .
_ating bansa, lalo na sa

- Ayon kay Lt Col, Mar-
cehno mayroon siyang

“mission order”™ mula sa &

Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) upang
magsagawa ng “intelli-
gence gathering”™ pa-
tunghkol sa isyu na may
mga tavhan ng AFF na
sangkot sa iligal na dro-
ga. Sinabi naman ng
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AFP urges public not to pre-judge beleaguered Marine official

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, Jan. 25 (PNA) - The Armed Forces of the Phifippines {(AFP} on Monday appealed to the public
not to judge Marine Lt. Col. Ferdinand Marcelino, who is now being investigated in connection with a

Php320-million drug-bust in Sta. Cruz, Manila last week.

"IAW (in accordance with) our justice system, Lt. Col. Marcelino is presumed innocent until proven
otherwise and as such is entitled to legal assistance if so requested,” AFP spokespersen Brig. Gen.

Restituto Padilla said in a message to the PNA.

“So far no request for this has been made. We understand and will respect his choice of counsel," he
added.

In line with this, the AFP spokesperson also urged the public to give Marcelino due process and aflow the
case to take its due course.

Padilla also stressed that the beleaguered Marine officer's service reputation is very credibie.

"His work ethic based on whom he has worked with is unquestionable as well as his dedication to duty,”
he added.

And when asked on whether he was surprised on Marcelino's drug-bust arrest, Padilia replied;

"We cannot judge as of this time, there are many operations occurring that have deeper origins and basis
s0 in our case, we leave it to the investigating authorities to determine that but we are sure that in the end
the truth behind this will come out and the colonel’s reputation, service reputation will come out strong."”

Marcelino and 33-year-old Chinese national Yan Yi Shou were arrested by Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency agents at Felix Huertas comer Batangas Streets in Sta. Cruz, Manila iast Jan. 21

Around 64 kilograms of "shabu" worth Php320 miflion were seized. (PNA)
RMA/PFN
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Navy yet to ascertain whether Marcelino entitled to LAA

By Priam F. Nepomuceno

MANILA, Jan. 25 (PNA) -— The Philippine Navy (PN) is determining on whether the case. against Marine e

Lt. Col. Ferdinand Marcelino, who was arrested in Sta. Cruz, Manita in the wake of the Php320 miltion
drug-bust last week, is service-related.

This is to determine on whether the accused officer is efigible for Legal Assistance Attorney (LAA), said
PN spokesperson Col. Edgard Arevalo Monday.

"PN SOP Number 2 dated Feb. 1, 2013 contains policy on Providing Legal Assistance to Navy Personnel
who are entitled to LAA. Only cases incurred by Navy personnel in the performance of their duties are
entitlied to LAA. Cases not directly service-caused but has a reasonable connection with service-related
activities of military personnel are also entitied to LAA," he added.

And pending the determination by proper authorities as to the nature of Marcelino's case, the PN cannot
afford to give the latier LAA yet.

“In the event that it will later show that he is entitied to LAA, he has to ask for it. Under the Bill of Rights,
the right to 'competent and independent counsel is a matter of choice by the accused,” the PN

spokesperson siressed.

Arevalo said the Navy is hoping Marcelino can present his authority or the source thereof so he can
eventually clear his name, preserve his good reputation, and continue his military service.

Marcelino and 33-year-old Chinese national Yan Yi Shou were arrested by Philippine Drug Enforcement
Agency agents at Felix Huertas corner Batangas Streets in Sta. Cruz, Manila last Jan. 21.

Around 64 kilograms of "shabu" worth Php320 mitlion were seized.

As this develops, Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) spokespersen Brig. Gen. Restituto Padilia said
the beleguered Marine officer has a very credible service reputation.

"His service reputation is very credible, his work ethic based on whom he has worked with is
unquestionable as well as his dedication to duty,” he added.

And when asked on whether he was surprised on Marcelino’s drug-bust arrest, Padilia replied:

“We cannot judge as of this time, there are many operations occurring that have deeper origins and basis
so in our case, we leave it to the investigating authorities to determine that but we are sure that in the end
the truth behind this will come out and the colonel’s reputation, service repuiation wili come out strong.”

1ohry gy W

Padilla alsc urged the public fo give Marceiino due process and allow the case to take its due course.

"(In our justice system), Lt. Col. Marcelino is presumed innocent until proven otherwise and as such, is
entitled to fegal assistance if so requested. So far, no request for this has been made. We understand and

wiil respect his choice of counsel” he added. (PNA)
FPV/PEN
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AFP: Marcelino entitled to legal assistance, due process
By: Frances Manaosing

GiFiangosingiNG
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06:27 PW January 25th, 2016

Formey POEL officia! Lt Col # and Marosline, RO PTG
Former anti-narcotics agent Lt. Col. Ferdinand Marceline may avail himself of legal assistance from the
military should he ask for it, a spokesman said on Monday.

“In accordance with our justice system, Lt. Col. Marcelino is presumed innocent until proven otherwise and
such is entitled to legal assistance if sc requested,” Armed Forces spokesperson Brig. Gen. Restituto

Padilla said.

No request has been made s0 far. Marcelino’s legal counsel is Dennis Manalo,

“We understand and will respect his choice of counsel,” Padilla said.

Marcelino, a known drug buster of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency in mid-2000s, was arrested by
operatives in a drug raid in a townhouse in Manila — a surprise to the drug enforcement commuity.
Drugs worth over P300 million were seized by operatives in the operation.

Marcelino is currently a Marine officer and belongs to the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1994.
Padilla also appealed to authorities and the public to accord Marcelino due process.

“Let's aliow this to take its due course before we judge the person,” he said.

In the military, Padilla said that Marcelino has a “very credible reputation” according to the people he
worked with.

"We cannot judge as of this time. There are many operations occurring that have deeper origins and basis
S0 in our case, we Jeave it to the investigating authorities to determine that but we are sure that in the end

the truth behind this wili come out,” Padilla said. ASU
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Sailing crew, officers of SSV now formed, ready for deployment

MANILA, Jan. 25 (PNA) — The sailing crew of the country’s first strategic sealift vessel (SSV) has already

. been formed and will be deployed to Indonesia to pick-up the ship-thiscoming Warch.

The S5V's sailing crew is composed of 98 enlisted personnel and 17 officers, including the ship's captain.
This was disclosed by Philippine Navy (PN) spokesperson Col. Edgard Arevalo Sunday.

He added that the commanding officer of the first SSV, aiso known by the designation of "LD-601," has
already been selected by a PN committes.

Arevalo did not name disclose the name of this pioneering commanding officer as this is still subject for
confirmation.

The 88V's trials are scheduled to start in March,
This is to determine on whether ali the ship's systems are operational for the voyage to the Philippines.

"it's akin to a car doing road test. The facilities and other navigational instruments are being tested to
ensure seaworthiness especially before its embarks on its voyage to the Philippines,” Arevalo added.

The first SSV was launched af the PT PAL (Persero) shipyard in Surabaya, Indonesia last Jan. 17.

The Phitippines has a two-SSV order with PT PAL (Persero) for PHP3.87 million which is sourced from the
AFP Modernization Fund.

The S8V acquisition project for the PN was initiated upon the approval of Acquisition Decision
Memorandum Number 2012-060 by Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin last October 30, 2013,

The Department of National Defense declared Persero as the Single Calculated Responsive Bidder with a
bidding price of PHP3.87 million on November 18, 2014,

The S5Vs are programmed to be the PN's floating command center carrying out their main purpose as
military sealift and transport vessels and also for human_itarian assistance and disaster response.

The ships are estimated to weigh around 7,300 gross register fons.

Further, these vessels are critical assets for civil-military operations due to their capability of transporting
large number of soldiers, logistics, and supplies.

Moreover, each S8V hae the capacity to house three helicopters. The Navy's Augusta Westland-109s are

ra

programmed to be on-board components of these vessels.

These forthcoming landing platform dock strategic sealift vessels will improve the transport capability of
the PN and boost the defense capabilities of the country. (PNA)
BNB/PFN
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2 cops to face drug charges in Sultan Kudarat

By John Unsos (philstar.com) | Updated January 25, 20146 - 11:08am

. SULTAN KUDARAT, Philippines - Authorities will file today;-January-25-—criminal charges againsttwo "

policemen and a member of the Philippine Marine Corps arrested on Saturday while in the act of seliing
shabu to plainclothes anti-narcotics operatives.

Drug peddiers PO1 Hamed Karon, PO3 Benny Uy and Marine Sgt. Sherwin Aregado, were nabbed in a
dragnet in Sultan Kudarat's seaside Lebak town, staged by the local police and members of the Criminal

Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG).

Also arrested in the operation were their cohorts, Michae! John Besana, Ronaildo Hierro and Akmad
Kabagani.

CIDG investigators said Aregado belong to one of the battalions under the Lebak-based 1st Marine
Brigade, which has jurisdiction over the municipality and other coastal towns in Sultan Kudarat and in west

of Maguindanao province.

The officer-in-charge of CIDG for Region 12, Chief Inspector Elmer Guevarra, said agents recovered from
the arrested suspects 17 sachets of shabu (methamphetamine hydrochloride), drug-sniffing paraphernalia

and cash.

The CIDG learned of the illegal activities of the suspects from barangay folks and local officials.

Guevarra said the suspects are now clamped down in a CIDG detention facility in Gen. Santos City,
awaiting prosecution.

WWW.DNa.oov.oh

8th ID commander appoints 2 new battalion commanders

| MANILA, Jan. 25 (PNA) -- Major Gen. Jet B. Velarmino, 8th Infantry Division commander, appointed two
new commanders of the 14th and 20th Infantry Battalions during short ceremonies at the 8th ID Multi-
Purpose Hall in Catbatogan City, Samar,

In a statement forwarded Sunday by Capt. lan Andres Fabellon, 8th Infantry Division spokesperon, the
newly-appointed officers were identified as Lt. Col. Ronie T. Ebarita and Lt. Col. Hilarion Palma,
respectively of the 14th and 20th Battalions.

Ebarita replaced Lt. Col. Peter Burgonio who was appointed to the 8th Infantry Division staff.

Ebarita was previously assigned in Camp Lapu Lapy in Cebu City and is known for numerous peace-
building efforts in the Central Visayas.

Ebarita earned his Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education in Tanjay, Negros Occidental and Master

of Public Management in Development Academy of the Philippines in Ortigas Center, Pasig City as well
Army Core Purpose: Serving the people. Securing the land.
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as Command and General Staff Course in Armed Forces of the Philippines, Command and General Staff
College in Fort Andres Bonifacio, Taguig City.

Palma replaved Lt. Col. Migue! E. Ceballos who was also appointed to the division staff.

He was previously assigned in General Headquarters Support Command Armed Forces of the Phitippines
———ji-tfie-National Capital Region. He is a service orferttedard dynariic military officer which Ted Aumaross
developmental initiatives in Luzon.

Palma earned his Bachelor of Science in Philippine Mititary Academy in Baguio City and Master's Degree
in Public Management Program Major in Development and Security in Development Academy of the

Philippines in Ortigas Center, Pasig City.

Both newly installed commanders earned numerous significant awards from civilian and government
sectors, as well as decorations for their excellent achievements that confributed much to the attainment of

our vision of a World Class Army that is a source of National Pride by 2028. (PNA)
FPV/PFN
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Suspect in killings of lumad leaders seen with soldiers in Agusan
Sur - NDF

By Chris ¥V, Penganibern
Cinguirerdody
nguirer Mindanae
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SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur, Philippines ~ One of the suspects in the Sept. 1 killing of a school
director and two lumad leaders in Lianga, Surigao de! Sur, was recently seen in the company of
government troops, the National Democratic Front (NDF), the political arm of the Communist Party of the

Philippines-New People’s Army, said.

Ka Maria Malaya, spokesperson of the NDF-Northeastern Mindanao, in a press statement said the
suspect, a leader of the paramilitary Magahat-Bagani, was seen accompanying the Philippine Army’s 3rd
Special Forces Battalion during clashes with New People’s Army rebels in a remote village in Prosperidad

town last week.

But Col. Alexander Macario, commander of the 401st Army Brigade, said the NDF’s claim was plain
propaganda.

“No sensible soldier would ever sit beside wanted persons,” Macario told local mediamen in an interview,
Macaric said no military official in his right mind would ever aliow his career to be tainted by coddiing

criminals.

Malaya said that seen during the encounter was Bobby Tejero, one of the suspects in the killings of
Emeritc Samarca, the director of the Alternative Learning Center for Agriculture and Livelihood
Development (Alcadev) school, and tribal leaders Dionel Campus and Datu Jovello Sinzo.

Tejero, his brother Loloy and Garito Layno have been tagged as leaders in the Sept. 1 killings. Warrants
for their arrest have been issued by a local court, but they have remained at large.
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Aside from Bobby Tejero, Anit Belandres, brother of Marcial Belandres, the suspect in the Killing of lumad
leader Henry Alameda in October 2014, was also spotted in the same encounter.

“Definitely, they are not here with us,” Macario said in a chance interview on Saturday.

The provincial government of Surigac del Sur has been supporting close to 3,000 lumad evacuees who

~———have been staying at the sports-complex-inFandag-City-for more than four months now. The evacuees
come from different towns where the para-military group Magahat-Bagani has been operating.

Most of the evacuees are from Lianga, Surigao dei Sur. They fled their homes after members of the
Magahat-Bagani swooped down on Sitio Han-ayan in Barangay Diatagon and killed Samarca, Campos
and Sinzo. Pimentel earlier said the Magahat-Bagani was created, trained, armed and funded by the
military, an allegation that the Armed Forces of the Philippines denied.

Pimentel said members of the paramilitary group were freely roaming the towns of Surigao del Sur, and
yet the miljtary failed to arrest them.

Maj. Gen. Rey Reynaldo Guerrero, chief of the military's Eastern Mindanao Command, admitted that they
received intelligence reports about the Magahat-Bagani’s locations and sightings, “But our efforts to arrest
them have yet to yield positive results.” Guerrero said intelligence reports they received about Magahat's
movements were usually late, so their responses would already be "after the fact.”

Last week, troops belonging to the 16th Infantry Battalion, which was based in Oriental Mindoro, arrived in
Surigao del Sur.

But Pimentel said the 16th iB was deployed for counter-insurgency operations, not to go after the
Magahat-Bagani.

The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), in a recent circular, announced the putting
up of a P3.6-million bounty or P1.2 million each for the arrest of the Tejero brothers and Layno.

Maiaya earlier claimed that eight soldiers were killed and seven were wounded white only one NPA rebe]
was slightly wounded in three separate clashes between government troops and communist guerilias in

Barangay (village) Mabuhay on January 15 and 186.

Macario, however, refuted this, saying no Army soldier was even hurt in the encounters and instead they
seized an NPA encampment where they discovered a huge arms cache and volumes of subversive

documents.

The animosity between the Army and the NPA came in the wake of the surrender of Daty Calpet Egua,
the highest ranking leader of the Magahat-Bagani tribal warriors who immediately posted P80,000 in bail
for the robbery charges he faced at the Jocal court in Lianga last year.

A militant tribal group, Kahugpungan sa Lumadnong Organisasyon-Caraga (Kasalo-Caraga), said Egua’s
surrender was only meant fo pacify the clamor for justice for those killed in the atrocities done by the
paramilitary Magahat-Bagani.

‘Robbery is a bailable offense. It is easy for an arrested person who controls gold mining and falcatta

plantations in Manhulayan in the boundaries of Prosperidad town and Bayugan City to post bail so he can
avoid imprisonment and continue leading the bandit Magahat-Bagani in committing crimes,” Kasalo said in

a statement. SFM
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Army reservists conduct 'Oplan Bayanihan' in Calamba City
By Zen Trinidad

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna, Jan. 25 (PNA) - The 1701st Ready Reserve Infantry (Tagasagip)-Brigade4th—- -
Regional Community Defense Group, Army Reserve Command (ARESCOM) stationed at Camp Eidrige,
Lalakay Village in Los Bafios town, conducted a *3 in 1" project or “Oplan Bayanihan” on Sunday (Jan. 24)
at Villa Palac Subdivision Banlic Village in this city.

The Philippine Army (PA) Reserve group conducted simultaneous cleaning of the perimeter of the covered
court, trimming of trees along the roads of the subdivision that cover electric wires and disrupt the way of
large vehicles as part of their "clean and green” program: training of the village Quick Response Team
(QRT) on disaster rescue and first aid; and feeding program to village children and mothers in cooperation

with the Knights of Rizal (KOR) Calamba City Chapter.

"Our group {Reservist) focuses on environment and disaster concerns based on requests from community
teaders,” Lt. Col. Evenizer M. De Ramos (Res) PA Executive Officer, said.

"Activities like this today is part of the ‘bayanihan' program of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) to
win the hearts and minds of the people in communities,” De Ramos added.

The initiative, according to Captain Rodolfo Barboza (Res) PA, operation and training officer, came from
Rafael Feria, president, Villa Palao Homeowners Association inc. (VPHAI) who requested for the
Reservist to trim 34 trees that pose potential hazards and disruption to the flow of vehicles.

"We also welcome organizations who are involved in disaster and rescue activities to be trained by our
members, with a request,” Barboza said.

Meanwhile, Ede Junio, chapter commander, KOR Calamba City Chapter, said that the “feeding program
has been adopted by the organization as part of community service at the same time a chance to spread

the teachings of Dr. Jose Rizal to the children.” '

"This is the second project we had with the Reservist, the first was tree ptanting at Casili Village in
Cabuyao City,” Junio added, “as some of the members of KOR are also active reservists.”

During the feeding, Junic conducted a question and answer game about Rizal and realized how little their
knowledge were about the national hero, prompting him to comment that the same activity shall be done
on a monthly basis to get more involvemnent with the children relative to Rizaf's life and works. (PNA)
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